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don’t deserve these prices. 


But you do. 
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purchase financing on most new 2007 Mustang GT 
Cash purchase for 


*29,999 


{after delivery allowance of $3000 is deducted) 


2007 Mustang GT 
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purchase financing on all new 2007 Fusion 
< Cash purchase for 


> *33/999 


{after delivery allowance of $2200 is deducted) 





2007 Fusion SE 14 


Lease for 


$499*5.9" 


for 48 months with $2099 down. 
No security deposit required. 
{after delivery allowance of $2900 is deducted) 


Cash purchase for 


$14,999 


{atter delivery allowance of $2900 is deducted) 





2007 Focus ZX4 SE 


¢ At this rate, we can’t promise we'll have any left. 
Get yours today. 


ford.ca 









i = Deposit on most new 2007/2008 Ford 
‘Allowance of $2,900 is rebated to dealer) for 48 months. Additional required: $2,099 down payment (or equivalent trade-in), I apply. See dealer for details. a alae 

Shelby medium effective January 7, 2007 through January Security Ford ‘on customer credit terms and conditions. $0% purchase financing is available on a new 2007 |GT/2007 Fusion SE14 fora term of 60 months to retal customers a approved 
adi nk oer 2h mdtmtsox vane cio ae res a apr ie oper ek Ba a ee er ce and air tax, but exchude license, insurance, popes eee 
sive and cannot be combined with any other offer. Dealer may sell or lease for fess. Limited time offers. Dealer ordex or transfer may be required. may be pc. bapelemrat eect 1 rey aed dealer for details. Most 2007/2008 Ford vetvicies, exrhudiing 2007/2008 Modet aed come with 2 
‘and full Roadside Assistance benefits together with a 5 year/100,000 km (whichever occurs first) Safety Restraint Warranty. Sorme conditions and Limitations apply. Some conditions may apply #o the Graduate Recognition Program. See Dealer tor complete detaits. 
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9915 108A Ave. 

Connect 

TELUS PlazaNorth 
10025 Jasper Aves" 
11315 104th Ave. 


‘Save On Telecom 
40603 107th Ave. 


WEST END 
Group 





Communications 
10620 178th St, 
Johnson Wireless 

100 - 10429 178th St, 


Celtular 


Mobility Central 
§ - 14220 Yellowhead Trall 
Save On Telecom 

11150 149th St. 


$129.99" 


(3 year term) 


Make a style statement with the exclusive LG Shine from TELUS. With its sleek metal 
g, reflective look and high-def LCD screen, the Shine is the latest in phone 
Plus, add SPARK™ and get TV, video, music and mores It's magnifique. 


| — TELUS 


the future is friendly* 





107 - 5101 48th St. 





For more details on this great offer, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1-866-264-2966. 











DRUGS 
“Offer available ton ie! price based on a3 year service agreement oftor in-store discount or credit on your future TELUS monthly bill. Phone availability and pricing may vary, Prices are subject to change without notice. +SPARK features are available only in Wireless High Speed EVDO) and digital 1% coverage ereas, © 2007 TELUS. 
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CONFESSIONS OF AN INNOCENT MAN / 44 

“But | pulled back from {using dramatic 
footage] because | felt Bill Sampson was 
So strong and so forceful, so riveting and 
believable himself, that | didn’t need a 
dramatic face until .:. well, | don’t want to 
give away the ending.”—David Paperny, 
director 


LEGISLATURE PREVIEW / 5 

“If you don’t hold your government to 
account over missing billions of dollars, 
when will you ever hold them to 
account?"—Kevin Taft, leader of the 
Alberta Liberals 


MACTAGGART COLLECTION / 38 

“Universities use the ‘world class’ term 
frequently, but this collection is—there 
isnt one better. The Palace Museum in 
Beijing and the Met in New York are not 
even better. There are paintings and cos- 
tumes that only exist here."—John 
Vollmer, curator 


SHUYLER JANSEN / 64 


“If you can sing all afternoon then by the 
time you get on stage you've kind of 
worked all that pent up adrenalin out, and 
then you can just get on stage and 
relax."—Shuyler Jansen, musician, on the 
benefits of jamming 
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Here’s your opportunity | 
to save lives. 
Edmonton 
Donor Clinic — 
| 8249-114Street | 
Monday - Friday 


8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
| Saturday 

| 8:30 am - 2:30 pm 


Book your life 
saving appointment 
today! 


Call 1888 2 DONATE 
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Join us for an exciting multimedia 
Presentation on the best that North Africa 
And the Middle East has to offer. 
Discover the magic of Morocco, 
the splendour of Lybia and Tunisia, 
the enchanting sights of Egypt and the 
historical treasures of Jordan and Syria. 
Don’t miss this fantastic event. 


Tues, Nov 13th at 7:00pm 


Grant MacEwan College 
5-142 (105 Street Building off 104 Avenue) 
PNelualist=1(e]nm sh'an Biol at-ti(ol a) 


EXPLORE! 
QA TREK 


escapes 


Adventure Travel Centres 
Tel. 439-0024 © 8412 - 109th Street 
io] f= 14-1-1or-) ef -T- mere) aa] 








¢.. Only $85 for Seven 


Superior Concerts 














Classical Music Sampler 
2007-2008 Season 


Sundays at 3 Organ Recitals 
Sunday, October 28,2007 

Mill Creek Colliery Band 

Sunday, Novernber 4, 2007 

The Alberta Barogitie Ensemble 
Sunday, December 9, 2007 

The Edmonton Chamber Music Society 
Saturday, January 19, 2008 

Pro Coro Canada 

Friday, March 21, 2008 

The Richard Eaton Singers 

Saturday, April 12, 2008 

The Edmonton Classical Guitar Society 
Friday, May-30, 2008 


Available through TIX on the Square 


420-1757 or www.tixonthesquare.ca 
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Everybody confused? 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
ard though it may be to believe, just six weeks have passed since Our 
H= Share, the Royalty Review Panel final report, was made public and 
we've had only seven sleeps since Premier Ed Stelmach unveiled his 
New Royalty Framework in response to those recommendations. 

The intervening days and weeks have been filled with a literal barrage of 
economic threats, dire warnings, rent-a-crowd protests, partisan political 
maneuvering, policy papers from think-tanks left and right, endless punditry 
and wildly varying doom-if-we-do, doom-if-we-don't predictions. 

In a way, of course, it’s all entirely fitting. The decision about what should 
be done about Alberta’s undeniably low royalty regime will have incredibly 
far-reaching impacts on our economy, our communities and our environment 
for years to come. It’s a decision that is worthy of a tremendous amount of 
informed debate and rational analysis. Sadly, for many Albertans, the whole 
royalty discussion has become something of a blur, a maze of half-truths and 
hollow hard-to-prove, hard-to-refute pronouncements. 

Premier Stelmach “made a commitment” and “delivered” on a “historic, new 
royalty regime for Alberta.” Or else he “failed Albertans” and “compromised our 
fair share” by “choosing not to increase royalties by the amount recommended by 
the Royalty Review Panel.” Alternately, perhaps it’s “a sad day for the province of 
Alberta,” which has committed a heinous “breach of trust” by raising royalty 
rates. On the other hand, “Premier Stelmach blinked” and “failed to deliver a roy- 
alty system that captures the full value of our resources.” 

It's no surprise that 1 in 5 Albertans responded “don’t know” in a recent poll 
on what they think about the changes. 

In amongst all this, there is of course an objective truth, and those of us 
with the time, inclination and ability to look for it are able to find that particu- 
lar needle in the haystack. For many more Albertans, however, the whole 
affair has likely done little more than confuse them, entrench their previous 
political leanings or alienate them even further from substantive political or 
economic debate. For some parties involved, this result was the entire point of 
the exercise. 

As the post-announcement polling begins to gauge whether Albertans have 
emerged sufficiently muddled to make it time for another election, we should all 
prepare ourselves for yet another round of feigned soul-searching inquiry as to 
why so few people are politically engaged enough to even bother to vote. w 
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City bike network plan rolls on 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 

better understanding of how 
A= where cyclists get 

around on two wheels in the 
city is driving planning as the city 
moves forward with a major over- 
haul of its 1992 Bicycle Transporta- 
tion Plan. 

Cyclists at an Oct 23 open house 
got a final chance to provide input 
on the city's plan for a new on-road 
system that proposes a bicycle grid 
network composed of a variety of 
bike-friendly roadway elements 
throughout the city. 

Claire Ellick, a transportation 
engineer with the city, explained that 
the grid approach is based on travel 
surveys conducted over the past 
couple of years that indicated a 
greater distribution of trips by bike 
were being made within different 
sectors of the city. 

“The theory is that not all trips are 
headed towards downtown or the 
university, necessarily, that there's a 
lot of little neighbourhood trips that 
happen that might not be a great 
distance—an average distance of 4.5 
km—so supporting that and having a 
grid road for people that are going [a 
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short distance], rather than all the 
way to a destination point where 
supposedly everyone is going.” 

The proposed network, based on 
a two-mile grid pattern, will connect 
up with major arterials and existing 
multiuse corridors as well as the off- 
road network of paths, which has 
been the plan since 2001. 

Ellick says that a major focus is on 
making the routes used by cyclists 
much more continuous and direct. 

Rather than focusing on one 
approach or a specific type of 
infrastructure, the network will 
combine a number of elements, 
including the now-standard wider 
curb lanes to give cyclists more 
space, specifically designed bicycle 
corridors, contra-flow lanes for 
cyclists on one-way streets, paint- 
ed bicycle lanes and greater use of 
shared-use markings, or “shar- 
rows,” which Ellick explained are 
for both safety and education. 

“It's a marking that you put on 
the road to show where cyclists are 


expected to ride, so if there’s not 
room to share the lane—if it’s safer 
for the cyclist to take the lane— 
you'd have that marking to show 
motorists ‘don’t honk, he’s sup- 
posed to be there or she's supposed 
to be there.’” 

Ellick said that now that the net- 
work is largely in place, focus will 
shift to broader policy issues of 
how bicycles can be better inte- 
grated into the overall transporta- 
tion plan by adding bike racks to 
more bus routes, increasing bike 
access on the LRT, providing better 
end-of-trip facilities such as bike 
racks and lockers, and expanding 
education efforts to improve 
cycling safety in the city. 

The final report will be circulated 


‘to impacted city departments in 


December for feedback before it 
goes before city council for approval 
and funding in spring of 2008. 

Ellick added that while some 
major elements of the plan are likely 
years away from reality, parts of the 
network which don’t require major 
infrastructure changes can be imple- 
mented on an opportunity basis 
shortly after the plan is approved. w 








It’s bills, bills, bills (oh, and royalties, 


of 


course) as Legislature gets set to resume 


CHLOE FEDIO / chloe@vueweokly.com 
umours continue to swirl 
Reo the possibility of a fall 
lection in Alberta, but while 
members of all parties say they're 
ready to launch into campaigning, 
they're also preparing for the upcom- 
ing session of the Legislature. 

On Oct 30, Government House 
Leader David Hancock did not rule 
out the possibility of a fall election, 
but said the matter was solely in the 
hands of Premier Ed Stelmach. He 
outlined the government's proposed 
legislation for the fall session, which 
begins Nov 5, and noted that this will 
be the first time that all-party stand- 
ing committees report back to the 
Legislature, with statements on four 
bills introduced last spring. 

Bill 46, the Alberta Utilities 
Commission Act, will go to its second 
reading, but Hancock explained that 
it was not introduced early enough to 
have a standing committee formed to 
review it. The bill intends to split the 
Energy and Utilities Board into two 
separate bodies: a new Energy 
Resources Conservation Board and 
the Alberta Utilities Commission. 

“We always hear back from the pub- 
lic and take that into account,” 
Hancock said. “There's lots of opportu- 
nity [for feedback], just not the stand- 
ing policy committee, because this bill 
needs to go through in the fall.” 

The EUB has been under fire this 
year, after it admitted to hiring private 
investigators to attend hearings about 
proposed power lines through central 
Alberta. In September, a report from 
the privacy commissioner stated that 
the EUB went too far in collecting per- 
sonal information about landowners 
who were protesting the lines. 

Kevin Taft, leader of the Alberta 
Liberal, said Bill 46 will be debated 
aggressively by his party to ensure 
that the rights of landowners are not 
overshadowed. Meanwhile, Hancock 
said the bill should not be viewed 
with so much skepticism. 

“Landowners will still be heard,” 
Hancock assured. 


AFT /ILL ALSO be keeping a close 
eye on Bill 1, the Lobbyists Act, and 


= POLITICS 


Bill 2, the Conflicts of Interest 
Amendment Act, which the Standing 
Committee on Government Services 
will report on. 

The Lobbyists Act, which Premier 
Stemach has promoted as a major 
step forward on government trans- 
parency, will go to its third reading 
this session. The online registry is 
meant to provide public access to a 
searchable list of registered lobbyists 
who try influencing government 
members. However, the act includes 
a “request initiated” clause, which 
allows paid lobbyist to stay secret if a 
government official initiates contact. 

The Conflicts of Interest 
Amendment Act is also going into its 
third reading. It proposes to further 
increase the amount of time former 
ministers must wait before they can 
influence government decisions or 
accept certain jobs. If the act passes, 
the period will be lengthened from 
six months to one year, and the 
penalty for breaching that period will 
also be increased. The act also seeks 
to establish a cooling-off period for 
non-elected political staff and deputy 
ministers, preventing them from lob- 
bying or having direct dealings with 
government for six-month after they 
leave their post. 


MEANWHILE, BRIAN MASON, ieader 
of the Alberta NDP, said that the 
province's new municipal funding 
plan is flawed and that his party 
would lobby on behalf of Edmonton, 
which he said didn’t receive its share 
of funding. 

“We certainly think that Edmonton 
didn't get a fair deal when it comes to 
the new revenue plans for munici- 
palities,” Mason said. “Strathcona 
County, Calgary get much more per 
person than Edmonton does, and 
that’s not fair.” 

Mason went on to say that the 
province has not provided adequate 
funding for many years and that 
municipalities are stretched thin. 

"The government has done that 


for many years: download its respon- 
sibilities to the municipalities and not 
provide them with the financial 
resources they need to deal with it,” 
Mason said. 

Mason and Taft both agreed the 
government needs to step up and 
help residents across the province to 
deal with the rising cost of housing. 

“Affordable housing remains a real 
concer across this province,” Taft 
said. “The correction in the housing 
market is largely in the high end. 
Houses that were $700 000 two 
months ago are now $600 000, but 
entry-level housing is out of the reach 
of most first-time home buyers.” 

“Housing and rents are going to 
continue to be an issue. Government 
has failed to deal with that adequate- 
ly at all,” Mason echoed. 

But even with a busy new session 
ahead of them, Taft and Mason both 
pledged to make sure the govern- 
ment takes responsibility for failing 
to collect billions of dollars in royal- 
ties. 

“We're going to be continuing to 
campaign to make sure Albertans get 
their full value of what is their 
resource,” Mason said. 

Taft emphasized that the internal 
documents the auditor general used 
to conclude the government neglect- 
ed to collect billions in royalties over 
the past several years should be 
made public. 

“Whether Ed Stelmach runs on the 
election campaign or Ed Stelmach 
brings us back to the Legislature as 
scheduled, we will be going after him 
unrelentingly on these missing billions 
of dollars,” Taft said. “If you don’t hold 
your government to account over 
missing billions of dollars, when will 
you ever hold them to account?” 

Premier Ed Stelmach has appoint- 
ed former auditor general Peter 
Valentine to review his successor’s 
findings by March 2008. 

Two other key bills coming up in the 
fall session include Bill 31, the Mental 
Health Amendment Act, and Bill 41, 
the Health Professions Statutes 
Amendment Act, which the Standing 
Committee on Community Services 
will report on to Legislature. v 


Tews: 














Bill 46 another step back 
for democracy in Alberta 


LN GORMAN / canadians.org 

Despite the fact that many Albertans 
have never heard of it, provincial. Bill 46, 
the Alberta Utilities Commission Act, 
impacts the rights of all Albertans by 
reducing the public's capacity to partici- 
pate in corporate projects that will ulti- 
mately impact our common natural 
resources such as air, water and land 

The bill was introduced by the Stel- 
mach Conservatives on the last day of the 
Spring sitting of the legislature and it will 
be brought forward for second and third 
feadings as early as Nov 5, 2007, when 
the current session resumes for the fall 

Bill 46 will break the Energy and Utili- 
ties Board into two separate entities: 
the Energy Resources Conservation 
Board (ERCB) and the Alberta Utilities 
Commission (AUC). 

Section 9(1) of Bill 46 will give the 
AUC the power to make orders and issue 
decisions without giving public notice 
and without holding public hearings. 

Section 9(3}(b) will allow it to refuse 
to hold a hearing if it appears to the 
Commission that “no person will be 
directly and adversely affected in a 
material way by the decision or order of 
the Commission.” 

According to the Environmental Law 
Centre, The commission's determination 
of whether a direct and adverse affect is 
‘material’ is a question of mixed law and 
fact and cannot necessarily be appealed 
to the Court of Appeal.” 

The AUC will also be able to prevent 
landowners and consumers from making 
verbal presentations to the Commission 
and will limit the timeframe Albertans 
have to appeal a decision or order made 
by the Alberta Utilities Commission to 
just 30 days. 

Even more troubling, the AUC will be 
able to restrict the ability of landowners 
to hire outside legal counsel when inter- 
vening in regulatory hearings. 


BILL 46 WILL BE RETROACTIVE to Jun 
1, 2003. According to the Environmental 
Law Centre, “The retroactivity of this 
provision will impact any pending legal 
challenges of the EUB decisions that 
relate to the interpretation of section 
14(3) of the HEEA [Hydro and Electric 
Energy Act] ... upon proclamation of 
AUCA, the question of the EUB's inter- 
pretation of section 14(3) will become a 
moot point as the Commission will no 
longer be required to address public con- 
venience and need in the context of 
HEEA applications.” 

This means that any appeals currently 
in process to the EUB, such as those relat- 
ed to the application involved in the recent 
EUB spy scandal, will not be addressed 

The biggest drawback of Bill 46 (as in 
ather legislation, including that under 
which the Alberta Energy and Utilities 
Board operates) is the use of the term 
“directly affected,” which is very narrow 
in scope and does not allow for ade- 
quate public participation into hearings 
on corporate development. 


Here's how it works. The Independent 
System Operator (ISO), who is charged 
with maintaining the electrical transmis- 
Sion system, must, among other duties 
ensure that there is adequate transmis- 
sion service on the grid. The ISO must 
work with legislation under the Eneray 
and Utilities Board (EUB), the Electric 
Utilities Act 2003 (EUA) and the Hydro 
Electric Energy Act (HEEA). 

Currently, if the ISO determines that 
there is a need for more electric energy, 
a needs identification document is pre- 
pared. At this stage, a “defined route’ 
for a transmission line is not identified 
and, therefore, individuals or the public 
cannot intervene or voice concerns 
because they are not sure whether or 
Not they qualify as “directly affected.” 

At the next stage, the ISO directs a 
transmission facility operator to submit 
a transmission facility application that 
meets the needs in the needs identifica- 
tion document. This application is sub- 
mitted to the HEEA and will contain the 
specific line, with specific routing and 
corresponding specific landowner and 
environmental impacts 

The problem with this scenario is that 
once the transmission facility operator 
submits the application, the needs 
assessment has already been done and 
the ISO has determined the proposed 
means to meet the need 

This begs the following question: at 
what stage is public participation 
allowed? Under the proposed AUC the 
government will no longer be required to 
consider “public convenience and public 
need.” The system as it now stands 
does not allow for a lot of public input, 
but Bill 46 will reduce public input even 
more. It is imperative that the Alberta 
government include mandatory public 
participation in these hearings 

Article 16(2) of ACU, states: “The Com- 
mission may enter into any agreements it 
considers desirable with the Government 
of Canada or an agency of it or with any 
government of a jurisdiction outside 
Alberta or an agency of such a govern- 
ment in respect of holding hearings or 
other proceedings jointly or in conjunction 
with that government or agency.” Does 
this mean that the Alberta Government 
can enter into agreements with other 
countries and/or states? 

Bill 46 is another attempt by the Alber- 
ta government to limit public participation 
in the development of our resources. | 
encourage you to contact your MLA, Min- 
ister of Energy Mel Knight and Premier Ed 
Stelmach to voice your concerns about 
Bill 46. Tell them that governments 
should provide more democracy for peo- 
ple, not take it away! w 


Lyn Gorman is the Prairie Organizer for 
the Council of Canadians, a citizens- 
based group that works to promote and 
protect Canadian independence, democ- 
racy and economic justice in an interde- 
pendent world. 
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Royalties debate rages on (and on and on 


CHLOE FEDIO / chloe@vueweekly.com 

or the past several weeks, all 
Fe= have been on Premier Ed 

Stelmach, as he delayed 
announcing his government's position 
on what has been hailed the most 
important economic decision of the 
year in Canada. Now that the new 
regime has been declared, debate 
rages on about whether increased 
royalties amount to economic suicide 
or a continued shortchanging of 
provincial coffers. 

Upon taking office last December, 
the rookie premier announced a for- 
mal review to see if the province 
was getting enough royalties from 
conventional oil, natural gas and oil 
sands. But when the review panel 
released its report last month, Stel- 
mach was cautious about accepting 
the recommendations for signifi- 
cantly higher royalties. With mount- 
ing pressure from both sides, he 
struck a balance by accepting about 
half of the recommendations, which 
will see industry pay a projected 
$1.4 billion more per year, com- 
pared to business-as-usual, in royal- 
ties starting in 2009. 

The figures are based on the gov- 
emment’s successful negotiation with 
Syncrude and Suncor, which together 
produce nearly 40 per cent of Alber- 
ta’s bitumen. Both oil sands giants 
have long-term deals with the 
province that run until 2016. 


2 ROYALTIES 


BUT WHILE THE MOVE nas been 
applauded by the Alberta Conserva- 
tives (and trumpeted in an advertising 
blitz of Premier Stelmach’s claim, “I 
made a commitment and I deliv- 
ered.”), the NDP and Liberal opposi- 
tion say it doesn’t go nearly far 
enough. The government-appointed 
panel that reviewed the royalty for- 
mula recommended an increase of $2 
billion per year. 

“Ed Stelmach has failed Albertans,” 
said Kevin Taft, leader of the Alberta 
Liberals. “The Alberta Liberal position 
remains the same: an increase in total 
royalty take equivalent to that recom- 
mended by the panel.” 

“The premier has compromised yet 
again on a report that represented a 
compromise in the first place,” said 
Brian Mason, leader of the Alberta 
NDP. “Alberta will still be among the 
lowest royalty jurisdictions in the 
world.” 

When the panel released its report, 
the proposed recommendations 
sparked outcry from companies in 
Alberta‘s energy sector. Oil giant 
EnCana, which has $2.5 to $3 billion 
pegged for Alberta-based investment 
in 2008, threatened to cut capital 
investment in the province by about 
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$1 billion if the recommendations 
were accepted in full. 

EnCana posted a $6 billion profit 
last year under the old royalty regime, 
and Mason argued that in theory the 
company could pay the whole $2 bil- 
lion per year in additional royalties 














proposed by the panel, and still man- 
age to return a $4 billion profit. He 
added that waiting to impose the new 
rates until 2009 was a further loss for 
Albertans. 

“This is not an industry that is 
going to be hurt by imposing higher 
royalties. They've been getting a free 
ride for too long and to allow them to 
have a transition period before they 
take the free ride away doesn’t make 
any sense to me,” Mason said. 

However, Tom Olsen, spokesperson 
from the premier’s office, said the new 
structure accepts many of the panel's 
recommendations without killing jobs 
and the economy in the process. He 
said that there’s been criticism from 
those who wanted higher royalties and 
those who opposed the hikes, which 
was not unexpected. He stressed the 


new royalty structure is more complex 
than the change in royalties. 

“Premier Stelmach has proposed a 
value-added strategy to keep jobs in 
Alberta,” Olsen said, explaining that the 
government will take bitumen as a “roy- 
alty in kind" to encourage local process- 
ing as a means for increased revenue. 


OPPOSITION LEADERS are also rallying 
behind Alberta Auditor General Fred 
Dunn, who reported early in October 
that the government should have 
been collecting at least $1 billion 
more in royalties for the past several 
years—an increase he said wouldn't 
have hurt industry. 

"The auditor general shows in 
gruesome detail how ministers of this 
government ignored the warnings of 
their own staff and sat on their hands 
while billions of dollars in public 
wealth went missing,” Taft said. “At 
an absolute minimum—that's a 
phrase that the auditor general uses— 
this is a billion dollars a year for the 
past seven years. Put another way, 
this government has knowingly failed 
to collect $114 000 an hour in royal- 
ties every hour of every day for the 
past seven years.” 

Taft is calling on the premier to 
release internal document from which 
the auditor general drew his conclu- 
sions in what he calls “probably the 
most expensive scandal in Canadian 
history.” Mason is also demanding 
that the premier make his govern- 
ment accountable for this loss. 

The premier responded by 
appointing former auditor general 
Peter Valentine to compile a report 
on the issue, set to be complete by 
March 2008. Mason and Taft both 
blasted the move. 

“We don't need to go to an old Tory 
friend, a former auditor general for 
another report,” Taft said. 

“| think he will serve the Conserva- 
tives who appointed him,” Mason 
added. w 
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What's good for the goose appar- 
ently not good for the Turkey 


DYER STRAIGHT 


Gwynne @vueweekly.com 


Fifteen months ago, the armed wing of Lebanon's 
Hezbollah party, listed as a terrorist organization by the 
United States and most other Western countries, 
attacked Israel's northern border, capturing two Israeli 
soldiers and killing eight more. Israel replied with a 
month of massive air attacks all across Lebanon that 
destroyed much of the country's infrastructure, levelled 
a good deal of south Beirut, and killed around a thou- 
sand Lebanese civilians. 

Washington, London, Ottawa and some other 
Wester capitals insisted that this was a reasonable 
and proportionate response, and shielded Israel from 
intense diplomatic pressure to stop the attacks even 
when Israel launched a land invasion of southern 
Lebanon in early Aug, 2006. The operation only ended 
when Israeli casualties on the ground mounted rapid- 
ly and the Israeli government pulled its troops back. 

So what would be a reasonable and proportionate 
Turkish response to the recent attacks by the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK), listed as a terrorist organization 
by the United States and most other Western countries, 
from northem Iraq into south-eastern Turkey? More 
than 40 Turkish civilians and soldiers have been killed 
in these attacks over the past two weeks, and a further 
eight Turkish soldiers were captured. 

Well, it would be unreasonable for Turkey to bomb 
Iraq, where the PKK’s bases are, for any more than 
one month. It would be quite disproportionate for the 
Turkish air force to level more than a small part of 
Baghdad—say, 15 000 homes. Ideally, it should leave 
Baghdad alone and restrict itself to destroying some 
Kurdish-populated city in northern Iraq near Turkey's 
own border. Moreover, when the Turks do invade Iraq 
on the ground, they should restrict themselves to the 
northern border strip where the PKK’s bases are. 


WHAT'S THAT? Washington is asking Turkey to show 
restraint and not attack Iraq at all? Even after the 
Kurdish terrorists killed or kidnapped all those Turkish 
people? Could it be that Turkish lives are worth less 
than Israeli lives? ; 

Never mind. At least the United States officially 
classes the PKK as a terrorist organization and refus- 
es to let its officials have any contact with it. But 
what's this? There is a parallel terrorist organization 
called the Party for Free Life in Kurdistan (PJAK), 
essentially a branch office of the PKK, also based in 
northern Iraq, which carries out attacks into the adja- 

~ cent Kurdish-populated region of Iran, and the United 
States does not condemn the PJAK? It even sends its 
Officials to have friendly chats with the PJAK terror- 
ists? How odd. 


“The PJAK’s leader, Rahman Haj-Ahmadi, paid an 


unofficial visit to Washington last summer. One of his 
close associates, Biryar Gabar, claims to have “nor- 
mal dialogue” with US officials, according to a report 
Oct 23 in the New York Times—and the American 
military spokesman in Baghdad, Cmdr Scott Rye, 
issued a carefully structured non-denial saying that 
“The consensus is that US forces are not working 
with or advising the PJAK.” 

Biryar Gabar also said that PJAK fighters have 
killed at least 150 Iranian soldiers and officials in the 
past three months. That's a lot more people than the 
PKK have killed in Turkey in the same time, and yet 
neither Washington nor any other Western country 
has expressed sympathy for Iran. Could it be that 
Iranian lives are worth even less than Turkish lives? 

And here's something even more peculiar. Iran, like 
Turkey, is already shelling Kurdish villages on the Iraqi 
side of the frontier that it suspects of sheltering or sup- 
plying the PKK/PJAK. How come President George W 
Bush and Vice-President Richard Cheney simply ignore 
these actions, when they have been working hard for 
the past year to build a case for attacking Iran? 


WE ARE TOLD that tran is supporting the anti- 
American insurgency in Irag. Mr Bush even warned 
us last week that a nuclear-armed Iran (which he 
insists is coming) would lead to “World War Three.” 
So if they're that keen to attack Iran, why don’t Bush 
and Cheney use the fact that Iranian artillery shells 
are falling on Kurdish villages in northern Iraq almost 
every day as a pretext for the attack? Are they getting 
cold feet? 

| sincerely hope so, because the consequences of 
such an attack would be catastrophic. On the other 
hand, | doubt it, because they keep on painting them- 
selves into a corner with their tongues. As Pat 
Buchanan noted on MSNBC's Hardball last week: 
“Cheney and Bush are laying down markers for them- 
selves which they're going to have to meet. | dont 
see how... Bush and Cheney can avoid attacking Iran 
and (still retain) their credibility going out of office.” 

The US military “assets” for an attack on Iran are 
all in place, so it can’t be that. Maybe the delay 
means that Bush and Cheney are having difficulty in 
persuading the military professionals to go along 
with this hare-brained scheme. Most senior 
American military officers see an attack on Iran as 
leading to inevitable failure and humiliation for the 
United States, and the last thing the White House 
wants is a rash of US generals resigning in protest 
when it orders the attack. 

On the other hand, Bush is still the commander-in- 
chief, and how many American generals resigned 
when he committed the somewhat lesser folly of 
invading Iraq? Only one, and he did it very quietly, w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based independent jour- 
nalist whose articles are published in 45 countries. 
His column appears regularly in Jue Weekly. 
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MURRAY SINCLAIR / murray @vueweekly.com 
ecall campaigns, in use in 
R= US states, British Colum- 
ia and once in Alberta, are 
usually aimed at removing politicians 
from office between elections. 

But one local activist has started a 
similar type of campaign online to get 
rid of a conservative pundit from a 
CBC Newsworld show. 

Eugene Plawiuk told Vue it’s 
“extremely disrespectful” that Ezra 
Levant is used as Alberta's represen- 
tative by veteran broadcaster Don 
Newman for a cross-Canada regional 
panel on his afternoon Politics show. 

"There's a constant use of Ezra, as if 
he knows anything,” charged Plawiuk, a 
self-described “unabashed left-winger.” 

“He doesn’t deserve to be on as a 
pundit from Alberta. It makes us look 
like right-wing nut bars.” 

Levant, who has been a lawyer, 
columnist and an activist in conserva- 
tive groups and parties, made the 
news recently when he stopped pub- 
lishing his Western Standard magazine 
in favour of an online format. 

Plawiuk said that Levant, who did- 
n't return repeated interview requests 
for this story, wrongfully believes that 
Albertans are “genetically” disposed 
against Liberals and for the Conserva- 
tives. 

“Levant also deliberately refuses to 
make any reference to the NDP in this 
province, which happens to have four 
sitting MLAs, and has been a force in 
provincial and federal politics since 
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the founding of the CCF in Calgary,” 
Plawiuk’s website charges. 

In a past entry, he charged that the 
“Conservative Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion,” when “reporting on news from 
Alberta for political comments ... is 
sucking up to the right wing rump of 
the right wing with Levant. 

He “is not a journalist, but a public- 
relations flack for the right,” Plawiuk 
added. 


IN SEPTEMBER, Plawiuk wrote to CBC 
ombudsman Vince Carlin that he’s 
“tired of the right-wing bias shown by 
Ezra Levant,” who he says does not 
reflect the reality of politics in Alberta. 

“Get someone else to comment on 
Alberta politics, or at least balance 
him out with someone who is not part 
of the extreme right.” 

Carlin replied that he forwarded 
Plawiuk’s concerns to the producer of 
Politics, but the activist answered back 
that nobody on the show was listen- 
ing to him, as Levant kept on appear- 
ing as a talking head. 

CBC spokesman Jeff Keay didn’t 
respond directly to Plawiuk’s cam- 
paign, but said generally “Don [New- 
man] has a broad range of people on 
the show.” 

Jim Thompson of the Friends of 
Canadian Broadcasting said his group 
hasn't done any content analysis to 


determine whether the CBC is provid- 
ing a diversity of voices. 

He said Alberta MPs, who are all 
Conservative, would likely say the CBC 
is left-wing, but he wouldn't comment 
on whether the CBC was using Levant 
to battle this perspective. 

Plawiuk said he “wouldn't be as 
ticked” if Levant was appearing on a 
non-public network that wasn’t sup- 
ported by tax dollars, an arrangement 
he noted the conservative pundit dis- 
likes despite appearing regularly on 
the CBC, 

The activist started his anti-Levant 
campaign in late October by sending 
out emails on the listservs of the NDP 
and other progressive groups, while 
his blog is linked to several other left- 
ist and non-ideological websites. 

He doesn’t know how many in 
cyberspace have heeded his request to 
email the CBC and ask for Levant’s 
removal as Newman's only Alberta 
voice, but a number of people have told 
him they've done so, including one 
who created an online logo stating 
"Hey CBC, Ezra Levant does not speak 
for me!” for use in the campaign. 

The activist denied that he’s advo- 
cating censorship, and said his cam- 
paign speaks to a bigger issue that 
goes beyond cyberspace. 


ALBERTA 1S CHANGING politically, said 
Plawiuk, citing the thousands of new- 
comers coming into the province, the 
decline of the Reform movement and 
the departure of conservative stan- 
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dard-bearer Ralph Klein from the pre- 
mier’s chair. 

“Nobody talks about the Ralph rev- 
olution anymore,” he said. “They talk 
about the Ralph failure.” 

Plawiuk suggested in one email to 
the CBC that “there are other more 
‘expert’ folks you could use, or at 
least to give balance and have on 
along with Ezra,” citing as examples 
local blogger Ken Chapman and the 
Parkland Institute's Ricardo Acuna. 

The activist told Vue that Edmonton 
Journal legislature reporter Graham 
Thompson or someone from the Cal- 
gary Herald or that city’s CBC would 
be acceptable in place of Levant, who 
he charged “blusters on with half- 
facts and innuendo.” 

He said even Edmonton Sun colum- 
nist Neil Waugh would be a more 
insightful voice on the right, as would 
Link Byfield of the defunct Alberta 
Report magazine, given his long expe- 
rience with the conservative cause. 

Associating Levant with a “small 
voice from Calgary,” Plawiuk said 
there was a regional dimension to his 
campaign, charging that Newman's 
show was turning down Edmonton 
voices in favour of what he called 
Canada’s most Americanized city. 

Friends of Canadian Broadcasting 
spokesman Thompson said CBC cut- 
backs have gutted regional program- 
ming, which has “certainly affected 
the diversity of perspective that the 
CBC has been able to offer its audi- 
ence” in his mind. v 
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CONNIE HOWARD 
== | health@vueweekly.com 


More women than men die of strokes, more 
women than men don’t survive heart dis- 
ease, more attempt suicide and more devel- 
op type 2 diabetes. More women than men 
suffer migraines, obesity, depression, eat- 
ing disorders, multiple sclerosis, multiple 
chemical sensitivities, chronic fatigue syn- 
drome and fibromyalgia, and that's almost 
definitely an incomplete list. 


We’re beginning to 
understand just how, 
and how much, and 
how deeply ingrained 
those effects are 


Some would say this is because 
women just stress more easily for no 
feal reason, that we're just weaker or 
Wwimpier or something equally derogato- 
ry, but that, to me, only betrays igno- 
france, and worse, arrogance. 

I'd say women putting in too many 
hours at the office and still never getting 
near the bottom of the to-do pile, and 
putting in too many hours at home for 
even less reward only to find the bottom 
of that pile even more elusive than the 
bottom of the one at the office, are chron- 
ically testy and stressed with good rea- 
son. And I'd say that if men were earning 
less for the same work at the office, and 
deprived of sleep and recreational time at 
home, they too would be testy and 
Stressed and in need of medication. 

On the other end of the spectrum from 
the women on Prozac (and a million other 
medications) before they reach 50 are 
those who forgo careers entirely to avoid 
the too-busy trap. They're often unwell 
because someone convinced them it was 
a good thing to give up their voices and 
their choices and their power—those 
most basic prerequisites to good 
health—and because someone convinced 
them that being on a permanent diet and 
a permanent treadmill was a good thing, 
and that permitting a 20-year gap ona 
fesumé would never bite them. 
~ These same women, if they do go back 
to work, often find themselves ill-equipped 
to make a living. They start pouring coffee 
for those with leisure time, or serving long 
line-ups of cranky and stressed people like 
themselves looking for the cheapest avail- 
able anything at Wal-Mart, or helping pol- 
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ished and lifted and tucked women choise 
the right designer outfit in the shops they 
once had the means to frequent—all for 
little more than minimum wage, and often 
while they continue to do the bulk of child- 
care and watch someone else take their 
kids on the vacations they can no longer 
afford to. 


THEN WE HAVE the chronic ubiquitous 
beauty-myth stuff that, unless we're lucky 
enough to develop lizard-like skin and 
impenetrable attitudes, affects us all from 
adolescence on. Because behind the glossy 
ads we regularly dine on we have well- 
Suited ad executives who, mostly uncen- 
sured, know that if they keep women 
focussed on size and form and smooth per- 
fection, their brains will likely always be 
slightly short on glucose, their leisure time 
skewed to the mindless repetition of tread- 
mills and beauty salons and their sense of 
worth nowhere near their true value. 

These executives know that if they take 
care to manufacture consent for their goals 
they will never be rebuked or indicted for 
taking adolescent and menopausal women 
alike hostage to financial dependence and 
cosmetic surgeries and starvation diets and 
feelings of inferiority. Executives who know 
that if they manufacture consent, we as a 
society will never be short on women will- 
ing to care for our young and our old and 
our sick for a fraction of what they would 
ask to fill the same role, if in fact they ever 
did consider filling care-giving roles beyond 
taking the kids to soccer. 

Men suffer stress too of course (corpo- 
tations do after all have to keep stock val- 
ues going up), and society still does have 
some sensitive egalitarian-minded men, 
thank god. I'm speaking in general terms 
here, about women on both ends of the 
mommy-war spectrum that are statistical- 
ly not faring well. We have come a long 
Way since women were declared persons 
with the Persons Case that wrote women 
into the Constitution 78 years ago, but we 
still have a long way to go. 

We know stress impacts our health, and 
now, with the new field of epigenetics, 
we're beginning to understand just how, 
and how much, and how deeply ingrained 
those effects are. And the beauty of this 
new frontier is the immense weight it gives 
to the work of alternative-health practition- 
ers, those who have the tools with which 
to counter stress, those wonderful 
acupuncturists and massage therapists and 
herbalists and psychologists who will 
never drive the cars that our medicai doc- 
tors do, even though they deliver a service 
possibly more essential than any. w 
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Try to withhold Judgme 


INFANTE LIVES 


> | infinitelives@vueweekly.com 


When did it get dark? | mean, what time is 
it? Last time | looked outside was through 
the front door, when the smiling courier- 
man brought me ... oh, right, The Eye of 
Judgment. Nerdiness compounded upon 
nerdiness: a cross between a collectible 
fantasy-card game and an online video 
game—neither of which genres I'm par- 
tial to. So how is it that it's [checks clock] 
four o‘damn clock in the morning and \'m 
still crouched in front of my TV and 
PlayStation 3, bargain-bottle Merlot long 
depleted, ordering minions to their 
inevitable (inevitable because | suck) 
doom? Gotta sleep on the question ... file 
thoughts at sunrise ... 

Morning! Hey, guess what? I'm out of 
coffee! Best | could do was scrape the 
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remnant dust out of the canister of 
instant Taster’s Choice and cut it with 
"Krakus,” the Polish coffee substitute 
based on powdered beetroot and chicory 
extract. The detritus of last 
afternoon/night/morning's session still lit- 
ter my gaming den: scattered drifts of 
monster and spell cards, jagged shards of 
the Eye of Judgment bundle’s impreg- 
nable blister-packaging, empty bottle, 
creased cloth “battle mat” (or whatever) 
spread out before my ass-indented bean- 
bag ... and the titular Eye itself, a camera 
peripheral | never thought I'd use for 12 
minutes, let alone 12 hours. 

Here's the Eye of Judgment deal. First, 
you've got your cards, right? Collectible 
cards very much along the lines Magic: 
The Gathering established in the ‘90s 
when it nuclear-bombed the non-video 
industry, cardboard slips depicting various 
monsters and magicks that players collect 
(ie keep on shelling out for) and trade. 
Players battle for control of a 3x3 battle- 


OUER THE LAST FER) 
MONTHS ITS CLEAR 
YOU'VE Just BREEN 


field by taking turns laying out these 
cards under the dispassionate gaze of 
Sony's PlayStation Eye camera, which 
reads each card's information from the 
glyphs on its face and sends it to the PS3, 
which then resolves the actions and dis- 
plays the results onscreen in glorious 
high-definition generic-dark-fantasy style. 


COUNTLESS VIDEO GAMES have adopted 
the mechanics of collectible card gaming, 
but with the camera gimmick, The Eye of 
Judgment is the first title to fully bridge 
the gap between a console and the 
potential cash-fountain of peddling packs 
of cards to avaricious, obsessive dweebs. 
The lure of collectible games Is strong; a 
while ago | dabbled with HeroClix, the 
tabletop superhero battle game that uses 
little figurines rather than cards, and 
before | knew what was going on | was 
$200 down the rabbit hole despite not 
having any actual friends who played, or 
were even willing to give it a try. Mad- 
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ness ... and | felt the same madness yes- 
terday, faced with the inadequacy of the 
deck | cobbled together out of the pack of 
useless pylons and jive-ass spells that 
came with the game. Just a few more 
booster packs, and maybe ... 

But, no. Well, maybe one or two, out of 
journalistic curiosity, but that's it. The Eye 
of Judgement’ online capability theoreti- 
cally eliminates the “no friends” problem | 
had with HeroClix—there’s a whole world 
of worthy opponents out there, girded for 
glorious battle as we speak!—but runs up 
into another, worse problem: online gaming 
itself. This is my personal problem; millions 
of people happily game online and love it, 
but | get creeped out. Last night, with Eye 
of Judgement, it was particularly spooky. 
The camera has a built-in mic (a decent 
one, I'm told) for voice chat, but all | ever 
got from my invisible opponents was inter- 
mittent background noise, the blare of tele- 
visions and over-the-shoulder conversations 
in unfamiliar American accents, asthmatic 





breathing and exasperated sighs, an occa- 
sional muttered curse. Alone in the house 
on a Halloweentide night, the orily light the 
spot illuminating my battle-mat, this was 
disturbing, depressing company. 

And still | kept at it for hours, dividing 
my time between the CPU and the heavwy- 
breathing online trolls and their insane 
decks stacked with pain, death and quick 
humiliation. Thing is, it’s actually a pretty 
fun game and the camera system is sur- 
prisingly slick and glitch-free. The Eye of 
Judgement is nerdiest of the nerdcore, 
yeah, and there's no way | could make a 
hobby out of it, but I’m sensitive enough 
to the tides of geek gravity to feel how 
strongly this hybrid bastard pulls. Its mar- 
ket is a rather tight niche, given that five 
or six hundred bucks’ worth of hard- and 
software is the price of entry, but that lit- 
tle PS3-owning, card-game-loving slice of 
geekdom is going to have a hard time 
keeping away. 

I'm actually kind of jealous ... w 
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The Oilers went from looking mighty 
bleak to giving fans a little hope in one 
week. The team started this latest week 
off well with the first Divisional victory in 
a shootout win over Minnesota last 
Thursday. The Oilers travelled to Califor- 
nia and played aggressively, effectively 
and with energy against the LA Kings— 
but lost 4-1. The Oilers then flocked off to 
Anaheim and notched a second shootout 
victory. Tuesday night saw a disappoint- 
ing last-minute loss to the Red Wings. 
Tricks and treats. 


GOOD NEWS/BAD NEWS Good news! 
Oiler rookie Andrew Cogliano scored a 
shorthanded goal with just 1:27 left in the 
Anaheim game to tie the game up. This 
led to the Oilers’ shootout win. Bad 
news! Detroit's Valtteri Filppula scored on 
Edmonton Tuesday night with just 0:25 
seconds left to beat the Oilers. Karma, 
like Norman Bates when he's being his 
Mommy, is a bitch. DY 


28 DAYS LATER Well, here we are, one 
month into the season, and things are 
going, well, sort of as we expected. Five 
wins, eight losses, somewhere near the 
outskirts of the bottom of the conference. 
The defensive corps(e) has been mutilat- 
ed beyond recognition, and the powerplay 
is playing like the living dead (and is 
about as predictable). Hopefully the pup- 
petmasters will be able to exorcise some 
demons and re-animate this team before 
before they find themselves in a shallow 
grave. Wow, looking at all the cheesy ref- 
erences in this paragraph, I'd swear that 
Dave wrote it. Spooky ... TB 


SHAWN (NO LONGER) OF THE DEAD Like 
zombies awakening and looking for brains, 
the Oilers core veterans certainly came to 
life last week after a quiet start. Including 
the Minnesota win last Thursday, Shawn 
Horcoff marked two goals and three 


assists, Ales Hemsky scored three goals 
and one assist (and two shootout winners) 
and Raffi Torres added three more helpers 
in the past week. Jarret Stoll even man- 
aged his first goal of the season against 
the Kings and an assist against the Wings. 
Nice to see them back. DY 


THE RING Last Sunday's game against the 
Ducks marked Dustin Penner's first game 
back at the Pond since he accepted the Oil- 
ers’ offer sheet this summer. As expected, 
he was showered with a few boos, but 
played decently in the Oilers’ win. After the 
game, Anahaim’s resident whiny-pants 
Brian Burke presented Penner with his 
Stanley Cup championship ring from last 
year while the two exchanged monosyllab- 
ic greetings. Awkward! TB 


THE WICKER MEN There's this pattern in 
horror movies when you are introduced to 
a group of characters (usually teens) and 
you can identify which characters will 
meet Jason/Freddy/zombies/whatever 
based on their characteristics. The bim- 
bos, jerks, nerds and, especially in the 
1980s, sexually promiscuous characters 
would venture into the woods/walk into 
the basement/go into the water/go to 
sleep and get hacked up. If the Oiler ros- 
ter was a horror movie (The Island of Cap- 
tain Moreau?) the defencemen seem to 
be the equivalent of the promiscuous 
teens or the red-shirted “expendable 
crew members” with injuries to Sheldon 
Souray, Joni Pitkanen and, on Tuesday 
night, Matt Greene. DY 


HILLBILLYS IN A HAUNTED HOUSE The 
(boo) Calgary Flames announced Tuesday 
they locked up scary-good goaltender 
Mikka Sakari Kiprusoff for six more sea- 
sons. Crap. This shouldn't bother me, but | 
found out that Kipper is a former winner 
of the Jari Kurri Trophy. A Calgary Flame 
should never win a trophy named after a 
Hall of Fame Oiler. He did, however, win 
the hardware in 1999 long before he 
donned the ugly red C. The trophy, also 
won by Saku Koivu and Olli Jokinen, is 
given to the best player in the Finish SM- 
Liiga playoffs. DY 
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Tex Mex tastes trump your taste buds 


SHARMAN HNATIUK / sharman@vueweekly.com 
[iver try to take a cooking class 

when | visit a new country; howev- 

er, I never think to take a course in 
my own city. I always notice them 
posted with the City of Edmonton or 
Sunterra Market, but the “I should do 
that” moment passes and | forget to 
register or the class is full by the time 
I get around to calling. 

As much as | love to spend time in 
the kitchen, I’m not one to sit down and 
watch a cooking program on television. 
I never have the ingredients at home, 
and if I am going to be inspired to try 
something new, I want to do more than 
just see it on television or in a cook- 
book. I want to smell and taste it. 

A couple of weeks ago, a friend of 
mine asked me if I wanted to take a 
Thai cooking course with her in St 
Albert. I had no idea they did cooking 
classes at the new multi-purpose fit- 
ness facility, but she assured me they 
had a separate room for demonstra- 
tions. The Thai course didn’t work 
with my schedule, but I decided to see 
what else they had to offer. 

After downloading the Fall Guide 
off the website, | learned that Servus 
Credit Union Place offers a state-of- 
the-art kitchen designed for cooking 
classes and demonstrations in the 
areas of wellness, entertainment and 
sport nutrition. While most classes in 
the city fill up quickly, there is room at 
Servus to expand your culinary 
knowledge. 

I quickly found a friend to join me for 
“Tex Mex Fiesta,” a two-hour class 
devoted to the flavours of the south- 
west for $45. When we arrived, we 
were given a package of recipes and 
informed that our menu for the evening 
included guacamole, pico de gallo, 
Mexican hot chocolate, sausage and 
black bean Casserole, ranchero sauce, 
chicken enchiladas and lemon churros! 

The room had an excellent kitchen, 
designed for demonstrations, includ- 
ing two flat-screen televisions that 
give an overhead view of what was 
cooking on the stove. The room was 
set up with high tables and chairs, 


COOKING CLASSES 
SERVUS CREDIT UNION PLACE 

40 CAMPBELL ROAD 

418608 

PLAVTUPORE 


LEARN 10 COOK 


which gave plenty of room to relax or 
take notes on the recipes. 


OUR INSTRUCTOR for the evening was 


Chris Tom-Kee, a graduate from the 
NAIT culinary program who currently 
works at unheardof. We started sim- 
ple as he set to work on the gua- 
camole and pico de gallo (salsa). We 
received an overview of the main 
ingredients for the evening, including 
which peppers are the hottest, when 
an avocado is ready and how to prop- 
erly select herbs. 

Normally I like to get my hands 
dirty and take part in the cooking, but 
the design of this class was to watch 
what Tom-Kee made and then try a 
hearty sample. Munching on nachos 
and guacamole while someone else 
did the work was fine by me. 

We moved onto the ranchero sauce 
and the sausage and black bean dish, 
learning additional tips and tricks 
throughout the session. While our 
vegetables were browning and the 
sauce was simmering, our instructor 
taught us how to correctly caramelize 
We learned a number of general 
cooking tips outside the Tex Mex 
theme that I will certainly use the next 
time I get to work in the kitchen 

Most of the cooking courses I have 
taken overseas include ingredients that 
I have never seen before and have yet 
to find in Edmonton. It was refreshing 
to learn about food | can easily prepare 
at home. All of the herbs and vegeta- 
bles we used could easily be found in a 
local grocery store, and Tom-Kee sug- 
gested we find dark chocolate at Qzina, 
a store in Edmonton which focuses on 
non-perishable specialty food items. 
My favourite thing about the class was 


that our instructor promoted the use of 
full cream and salt, and discouraged 
the use of low-fat sausage because of 
the taste and texture after cooking. 
With a strong Ukrainian heritage, I 
have been brought up to embrace the 
use of cream and butter without guilt. I 
do not believe that food should be 
viewed as a source of low-fat, low-carb 
energy, but instead we should learn to 
enjoy the flavours of every meal. When 
Tom-Kee started adding copious 
amounts of cheese to our enchiladas, it 
made me even happier. 


WHILE OUR INSTRUCTOR set to work 
on the lemon churros, our class set to 
work on eating the fruits of his labour. 
I thoroughly enjoyed the sausage and 
black bean dish, and while my friend 
and | were devouring the enchiladas, 
we decided that our next dinner party 
adventure would be straight from our 
Tex Mex course. 

My friend insisted that I be in 
charge of the churros, and | insisted 
that she make the margaritas. This 
was the first time I had tasted Mexi- 
can hot chocolate and the spices 
added to the drink delivered a unique 
twist. He also advised adding Bai- 
leys—something I'll be sure to try at 
the party. 

I was extremely pleased with the 
menu, instruction and value of my 
“Tex Mex Fiesta.” | left with a belly full 
of food and a takeaway container 
filled with lunch for the next day. 

After scanning through the pro- 
gram guide, my friend and | already 
picked a couple of classes we 
would like to attend, Servus Place 
offers a variety of courses such as 
homemade baby food, sophisticat- 
ed sauces and Indian inspired. | 
could spice up my love life with a 
culinary date night series such as 
“Tuscany for 2” or “Crazy for Cajun” 
that include three-course meals 
with wine 

If you're looking for some culinary 
inspiration or want a night out of your 
own kitchen, give a cooking course at 
Servus a try. ¥ 
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It’s amazing what this family does to make a little bread 


JAM HOSTYM / jan@vueweekty.com 

magine crawling into bed in the 
[= confines of an office only to 

be coaxed awake the next morning 
by the heavenly aroma of freshly- 
baked bread. After rolling out of bed, 
you saunter over to the kitchen and 
mull over your breakfast choices—will 
it be the decadent, chocolate-filled 
croissant or a hearty spelt bagel dust- 
ed with sesame seeds? It’s such an 
agonizing choice so early in the 
morning. 

That's the life of Anges and Csaba 
Nemedh’s son. The pair own Bread- 
land, an organic wholegrain bakery 
that recently opened in Oliver Square. 
Because his parents are not only the 
owners but the bakers as well, his 
lifestyle may seem a bit odd to many 
nine-to-fivers 

Sitting in the comfy café attached 
to the bakery, it seemed almost natu- 
ral to have a seven-year-old popping 
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in and out, helping himself to a drink 
before settling in for the night. Where- 
as he was about to go to bed and fin- 
ish his day, Agnes and Csaba were 
just about to start theirs—baking from 
8pm until 7am to fulfill our demand 
for truly fresh bread. 

Their nocturnal schedule unfolds 
something like this: they crawl out of 
bed at 3pm, pick up their son from 
school and then engage in the entire 
spectrum of after-school activities. 
After enjoying dinner together, they 
head over to the bakery, tuck in their 
son for the night and descend on the 
kitchen to create a range of sweet and 


Great Yalian Dining since 1991 


87/15 - 


109 SI. ) 439-3406 


fiorecantina.com 











Good Earth 


A COFEEHOUSE WITH GOOD FOOD 


savoury products. Breakfast is eaten 
together at the bakery before they 
drop their son off at school and climb 
into bed for the day. At 3 pm, they get 
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up and start the routine all over again. 


FRESH BREAD DEMANDS early hours, and 
Breadland is all about fresh and healthy 
bread. All of the products are made with 
organic flour and many are also whole- 
grain. Spelt, one of the healthiest grains 
around, is their main focus, but they also 
bake with barley, brown rice, kamut and 
rye. Just walk into the bakery, inhale the 
tempting aroma and feast your eyes on 
the shelves. The Nemedhs want to con- 
vince you that healthy can also be deli- 
cious. 

The shelves are lined with loaves 
and rolls—sprouted spelt multi-grain, 
gluten-free brown rice, organic pota- 
to, chocolate marble and kamut, just 





to name a few. Spelt pizza crusts lie 
next to spelt pitas with flax seeds. A 
large display case holds a substantial 
selection of sweet and savoury prod- 
ucts ~ blueberry pie with a spelt crust, 
spelt spinach/feta pastries, croissants 
and various cookies and muffins. 
Choose a vegetarian pizza ona 
sprouted spelt crust or a daily soup if 
you are looking for a light lunch. The 
choices are extensive, proving that 
eating healthy doesn't have to be bor- 
ing, bland or even time-consuming. 

Originally from Hungary, the 
Nemedhs came to Canada four years 
ago when Organic Roots needed bak- 
ers that could create and bake bread 
without chemicals or preservatives. 
They jumped at the chance. —— 

Not only were they leaving their 
native country behind, they were also 
leaving behind the only language they 
ever knew. Talking with Agnes, it is 
hard to believe that upon their arrival 
in Canada, they spoke no English 
whatsoever. 

Coming to Canada to work for 
Organic Roots, neither were strangers 
to baking. Both had extensive school- 
ing in the art—three years of training, 
five years apprenticing and then 
another year of training to get their 
Masters designation. Because Hun- 
garians consume bread three to four 
times a day, they take their baking 
very seriously. 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 17 
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A hint of Safron to spice up your life 


VIVIAN ZENARI / vivian@vueweekly.com 

‘m not squeamish, so the Crom- 

dale location of Safron’s 

Caribbean Delight doesn’t faze 
me, but I can see how the restaurant's 
Mean Streets setting might put some 
people off. Then again, weaklings 
ought to consider some kind of cui- 
sine other than Caribbean. 

The restaurant's interior feels new, 
with a clean coat of burgundy paint on 
the walls, but it is far from cushy. Only 
a half-dozen functional tables occupy 
the room and a short bench of counter 
seating looks out a plate-glass window 
at 118th Avenue in all its rough-and- 
tumble splendour. The room is domi- 
nated by the service counter, which has 
a small glass display case and a coun- 
tertop case full of Jamaican patties. 

The decor just meets the task of 
identifying the restaurant's ethnicity: a 
Bob Marley print, a few pictures of 
island landscapes, a print of a version 
of the Last Supper that depicts Jesus 
and his disciples as being of African 
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descent and simple palm-tree centre- 
pieces on the tables. A small, flat- 
screen TV, tucked into one top comer 
of the restaurant, played a US football 
game. A teenage boy and girl paced 
around the small space, exuberantly 
talking on cellphones and engaging in 
playful shoving matches. 

Only two people seemed to be 
working at the restaurant. An 
exhausted young woman took orders 
at the counter and brought food to the 
table. She was barely able to maintain 
a sense of civility (though she did 
maintain it). The other worker was 
the cook, who slipped out of the 
kitchen during slow patches to watch 
the football game. 


HNIC 





My little group didn’t help. My son, 
who resented leaving our computer at 
home to come here, was twisting 
about in pre-tantrum contortions. My 
husband seemed unable to do any- 
thing but daydream about his latest 
tussle on his favourite blog. 


DESPITE THE INAUSPICIOUSNESS of the 
atmosphere, I was here to have some 
Caribbean food, and I was damn well 
going to enjoy myself. 

We marched to the service counter 
to order. The menu was small but 
specifically Caribbean (no coffee, for 
example), and seemed designed for 
take-out service. I noted the Saturday 
breakfast special of ackee and saltfish 
for $7.50. How pleasant it would be to 
eat breakfast here in the morning, 
without my family and before any tel- 
evised football games began. The 
lunch and supper entrées were vari- 
ous chicken entrées, along with cur- 
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Built like a brick Pump House 
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PUMP HOUSE SCOTCH ALE 
PUMP HOUSE BREWERY 
MONCTON, NEW BRUNSWICK 
$12.99/6 


Certain regions are famous for beer: Bel- 
gium, Munich, the Czech Republic, Great 
Britain. And then there's New Brunswick. 

Generally, good old New Brunswick, 
with its rustic towns and hardy citizens, is 
one of the last places you would expect a 
finely crafted ale. Until now. 

Recently available in Alberta are some 
of New Brunswick's only microbrews from 
the Pump House Brewery. When | first 
saw it in the liquor store, my heart 
skipped a beat. | immediately remem- 
bered quaffing a pint of their Scotch Ale 
on tap at a Halifax pub a couple summers 
back. It was a highlight of my Atlantic 
beer tour. 

| rushed home with a six-pack of the 
bottled Scotch Ale. Scottish ales are dark, 
sweet beers traditionally made in Scot- 
land. They have a caramel sweetness and 
often a hint of peat or smokiness. Hop 
bitterness is low (hops don’t grow in 
Scotland), leaving a residual maltiness on 
the tongue. 


PUMP HOUSE is a newcomer on the 


national brewing scene. Opened in 1999 
by the former Moncton fire chief, it 
quickly built a line-up of beers that 
blended accessibility with one or two 
stand-out beers. After quietly brewing 
good beer for six years, Pump House 
finally received national recognition by 
winning Brewer of the Year at the 2005 
Canadian Brewing Awards. This victory 
has created space for Pump House to 
move westward, until today when we 
can finally get it in Edmonton. 

The Pump House Scotch Ale exempli- 
fies many of the best qualities of a Scot- 
tish ale. It pours a brunette brown with 
bright clarity. The light tan head builds 
big and thick, lingering invitingly. The 
aroma is of caramel, molasses and peat, 
along with some cherry and raisin notes. 

The body is a bit light, yet it offers a 
wonderful combination of caramel and 
molasses and some dried fruit flavours. 
The hop is imperceptible, as it should be. 
The highlight of the beer is what starts 
just at the surface of your taste threshold 
and builds to a moderate level by the 
swallow—a clean, peaty smoke flavour. 
The smoke flows along the roof of your 
mouth and serves to balance the malty 
sweetness of the beer. 

The finish is surprisingly dry. The beer is 
dark, but there is no roast or toasty charac- 
ters. It is a very clean beer. The bottled ver-- 
sion is as good as what | remember on tap. 
Pump House is a great find for Alberta beer 
drinkers, and will do wonders for New 
Brunswick's beer reputation. w 
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ried goat and oxtail. 

I ordered the last serving of jerk 
chicken available ($9), while my hus- 
band ordered curried goat and my son 
the stewed chicken. A cooler behind 
the service counter displayed a large 
variety of $1 Caribbean soft drinks 
and each of us ordered one. 

We sipped our drinks as we waited 
for the food. My son drank apple juice 
(one of the three beverages he will tol- 
erate), while my husband tried Tiger 
Malt and I sampled D&G Old Jamaican 
Ginger Beer. For those who have never 
had ginger beer, think of sucking up 
Canada Dry while holding a slice of 
raw, peeled ginger between your teeth; 
it’s not for the faint of heart. Though 1 
am not a malt drink lover, my husband 
was pleased with the Tiger Malt’s 
sweet, smooth thickness. 


SOON ENOUGH, our server brought out 


our entrées. Each dish was accompa- 
nied by a dome of rice and beans and 
a scoop of traditional-looking 
coleslaw. | grumpily dug into my gen- 
erous leg and thigh of chicken and 
grumpiness disappeared. The dark 
brown skin, grilled the Jamaican way, 
was light and crisp. The jerk spices 
(hot peppers and allspice) made me 
feel hot, hot, hot. Inside, the meat was 
moist and flavourful, and not only 
because the spice of the jerk was still 
kicking my tongue around my mouth. 

The coleslaw, though unassuming, 
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was quite good, fresh-tasting and 
without too much mayonnaise. The 
rice kernels were cleanly separated 
and al dente, jazzed up with spices 
and a few red kidney beans. My hus- 
band liked his curried goat, too, 
though he preferred my jerk chicken. 
By this point, my son was lying on my 
lap and groaning, stunned by the 
spiciness of his jerk chicken sample. 

Notwithstanding my son’s com- 
plaints, I tucked the food away and 
was quite full by the end. Finally, | 
relaxed. The room had quieted. A 
small number of customers circulated 
in and out while we ate, and everyone 
seemed to know someone else in the 
restaurant. 

I needed a dessert, as I always do. | 
wanted something traditional, but the 
desserts listed on the menu were not 
available, except, the server said, for 
caramel cheesecake and grater cake. 
Grater cake was not listed on the 
menu, but I was game. 

Our server soon came over with a 
sealed plastic bag that held two big 
pink-and-white squares. The plastic 
bag made me wonder about the grater 
cake's origins, but, sucker for sweets 
that I am, of course I ate the grater 
cakes. Lucky me. The cakes were made 
of sweetened, grated coconut and sat- 
isfied my guilty addiction to cute, 
super-sweet confections. I loved them. 

By the end of the meal, I felt a lot 
more love for Safron’s, too. Safron’s 
doesn’t offer a fine-dining experience, 
but if you just want to eat some tasty 
Caribbean food, Safron’s fits the bill. 
They cater, too. ¥ 





CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14 


Why come to Canada? In Hungary, 
they were baking loaf after loaf, day 
after day, but were adding chemical 
after chemical. As Agnes puts it, “We 
were adding something to make the 
bread rise higher, something else to 
make it look better and yet something 
else to make it last longer. It wasn’t 
healthy or necessary.” Organic Roots 
offered them a chance to bake with- 
out any chemicals or additives and 
add healthy wholegrains to the mix. 

Sourdough appears to be the magic 
ingredient for the Nemedhs. It allows 
bread to stay fresh longer, naturally. 
But they don’t want you to be put off 
when you hear the word “sourdough.” 
Csaba emphasizes that the term refers 
to the healthy bacteria in the bread, 
not the taste. Most mass-produced 
sourdough products that we encounter 
are not truly sourdough—they are just 
given a bit of a sour taste. 


BECAUSE MOST of the recipes were 
already in place from their time at 
Organic Roots, opening Breadland 
was easier than if they had to start 
from scratch. They've added some 
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ESSENTIAL GRAND OPENING 

Mon, Nov 5 - Sat, Nov 10, Essence 
Organic Tea Bar will celebrate its grand 
opening! Enjoy tea tasting, live music, 
daily specials and prize draws. Sample a 
large selection of organic loose-leaf 
teas, specialty lattes and iced teas. 
Match your beverage with organic and 
gluten-free snacks or fresh baking from 
Fresh Start Bakery. Find your Essence at 
bo ye Ave on the southwest cor- 
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Sweet items to the menu and would 
like to add more, but time is a restraint 
right now. “What I'd Teally love to do is 
add more desserts,” Agnes reveals, 
her hands wrapped around her coffee 
mug as she glances wistfully at the 
display case. Two more bakers were 
supposed to be here in August to give 
Agnes more time to experiment (and 
sleep), but as of today they have not 
arrived. When they do, expect even 
more healthy and decadent treats to 
grace the menu. 

Agnes and Csaba revert to Hungari- 
an when discussing why they do what 
they do—they believe it is part of the 
solution to surviving on this planet. 
Their passion is evident in their expla- 
nation: “A lot of people don’t know 
what to eat or how to eat it. We just 
want to help people feel good.” 

We are what we put into our bodies 
It's something to think about the next 
time you lift your fork to your mouth. 

Stop by Breadland and do some- 
thing good for yourself and the planet. 
Eating healthy can taste positively 
amazing. While you are there, you 
may even meet the Nemedhs’s son, 
finishing his breakfast before putting 
his parents to bed for the afternoon. 
At Breadland, healthy eating and 
healthy living is a family affair. v 


ner of Churchill Square. Call 421.7144 
for details. 


BRIDGE IT, BORDEAUX 

After only three years, Bin 104 has 
stockpiled enough vintage Bordeaux 
classified growths to host a truly special 
event. From one of the most ancient and 
respected wine regions in the world, the 
Bin Bordeaux really struts its stuff! At 7 
pm on Wed, Nov 7, taste a selection of 
wines and learn to judge their maturity 
levels. This exclusive tasting is only $80 








per person. Call 436.8850 or visit 
bin104.com. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an event, 
an announcement or some substantiat- 
ed gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com 
or fax 426.2889. 
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CATERING FOR CHRISTMAS PARTIES! 


9114 51 AVE 
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Saturdays 8am - 3pm 
10310-83 Ave Edmonton, Ab 
Open year ‘round! Lots of free parking! 
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The ultimate attic: U of A plays the role of packrat for the future 
U OF A MUSEUMS AND COLLECTIONS BOASTS 20 MILLION OBJECTS TO HELP ‘ANSWER LIFE’S QUESTIONS’ 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychriste@vueweekly.com 


f ‘e have about 35 muse- 
ums and collections 
spread across 15 depart- 


ments and four faculties, in 120 
rooms and spaces across the cam- 
pus—in total, more than 20 million 
objects.” 

Janine Andrews, Executive Director 
of the University of Alberta Museums 
and Collections Services, is obviously 
used to breaking down her depart- 
ment’s figures from the nearly 
unimaginable to the relatively tangi- 
ble. She has the patient cadence of a 
career educator and consensus bro- 
ker, and a knack for metaphorically 
putting an idea up to the light and 
sh until she’s sat- 
ied it’s thoroughly understood by 
audience 
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the university's collections 


are a fantastic campus-wide tickle 


MUSEUMS & 
COLLECTIONS 


trunk covering every aspect of human 
endeavour and investigation into the 
natural world, from the microscopic 
to the size of a small truck 

The impressive numbers certainly 
reflect the university’s head start on 
the other institutions. As early as 
1908, shortly after the school was 
founded, professors were already 
gathering scholarly specimens and 
housing them in classrooms, labs and 
storage rooms. 

“We're one of the oldest collecting 
institutions in the province besides 
Parks Canada, which started in the 
late 1800s,” Andrews adds 

She points to part of a historic 
image of the campus that hangs on 
the wall of her comfortable office in 
the original residence of the U of A’s 
first president. “Around 1908, the uni- 
versity had dreams of a dedicated 
museums building.” 


OVER THE 15 YEARS she’s headed the 


department, Andrews has resurrected 
the dream and is shepherding it 
towards reality. Rather than use a 
building as a starting point, she began 
by unifying the voices of the individ- 
ual domains, drawing curators and 
technicians together to discuss com- 


LEARN 


mon needs and concerns and consis- 
tently representing the collections’ 
interests as a whole to the university. 
Today, Museums and Collections 
operates, for all intents and purposes, 
as if it were already under one roof. 

“Even though we don’t have a 
building, we're a team, and we work 
collaboratively,” Andrews contends. 
“The concept has grown from a kind 
of ‘grassroots’ perspective.” 

To Andrews, a building without a 
strong sense of purpose would be a 
waste of resources. She brought cura- 
tors, staff and university department 
Chairs together to discuss what 
impact a central shared facility could 
have on the Museums and Collections 
programs, and what it could offer stu- 
dents, researchers and the public. 

This parallels her utilitarian attitude 
about the collections themselves. 
“Collections are there to answer life's 
questions,” she insists. “They aren't 
supposed to sit around gathering dust. 
For museum collections to be integral 
to academics, they have to be accessi- 
ble for researchers around the world 
to make their own interpretations. 
There are a million different stories to 
tell about an object, from multiple 
perspectives. You don't have the 
answers just once. Tomorrow, new 
answers could turn our interpretation 
around.” 

Reinterpreting specimens, artifacts 
and artworks with a fresh and open 
mind requires researchers to have 
access to the original sources, includ- 


ing historical “mistakes” of interpreta- 
tion—like the partial hadrosaur skele- 
ton made up of three different species 
of the vegetarian dino that dominates 
the campus Paleontology Museum. 
Those errors are part of human histo- 
ry around the natural object, and just 
as important to science historians as 
the fossils themselves are to the pale- 
ontology researcher. As Andrews 
says, “You can’t get rid of evidence.” 
Exhibition galleries are also cru- 
cial—these are where curatorial inter- 
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pretation “lives” for fellow researchers 
and a wider audience within and 
beyond the university. 


AS CAN BE EXPECTED from a century- 


old institution, the 120 spaces that 
house the university's collections vary 
in terms of accessibility for the public 
and researchers. In older spaces, 
maintaining environmental controls 
to preserve collections is a constant 
challenge, and storage technology 
and design have hugely improved 
even within the last decade. 

“We have a great system without a 
building,” Andrews says, “but the 
need for one central building exists.” 

Andrews and her people have 
built the case for their “Curatorial 
Research Facility,” a working title 
that reflects the dynamic way the 
collections are intended to be used 
(no doubt by the time it wends its 
way through the funding process in 
this era of brand consciousness, 
some corporate entity will be blink- 
ing in front of that name). The pro- 
posal still has governance hurdles to 
clear, but it’s likely that the dream 
will be approved this time. 

The 350 000 square-foot facility 
will present new opportunities for 
multi-disciplinary and interdiscipli- 
nary research collaboration and an 
unprecedented sharing of 
resources—for example, imaging 
technology that can be used to see 
inside sealed ancient scrolls or con- 
tainers might also be used by 
researchers studying animal or 
human remains. That common pool 
of resources can be used more pow- 
erfully, to buy better technology than 
any one of the collections could 
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Is will clear the way for 
: tion of collections that are 
urrently designated cultural 
by the federal government, 
ig funding opportunities and 
ig the overall reputation of 
ihe U of A as a world-class research 
institution. It should even help facili- 
tate digitization efforts already 
: underway—several of the collections 
are currently searchable online—but 
proper archiving relies on access as 
much as research does and innova- 
tions like “tele-research” (where an 
object can be viewed by research 
teams all over the world in real time) 
and computer modeling that is rarely 

done in traditional museums. 


THE NEWER SPACES at the university— 
such as the Print Study Centre or Mac- 
taggart Art Collection 


rooms—demonstrate just how effec- 
tive well-designed areas for display 
and research can be. Much of an 



































its publi during business hours 
D spointment and a handful are 


3 museums.ualberta.ca for more 
“information or contact Museums and 
Collections Services at 492.5834 or 
museums@ualberta.ca. 

Here's a sampling of current collec- 
tions. : 
use OF ZOOLOGY / WILLIAM 

MEMORIAL COLLECTION 

{BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES BUILDING) 

Rowan was the first Chair at the universi- 
ty and its first collector, travelling all over 
the world to gather fauna for study. His 
creatures help populate a collection of 
specimens that range from a juvenile 
moose skeleton to a stuffed coyote with 
Paget's Disease, a sloth skeleton articu- 
lated to hang from a branch as it would in 
| nature to pickled baby deer, bear skin and 

echidna skeleton. 

Far from grotesque, the zoology collec- 
tions are an absorbing, beautiful sample 
‘of the diversity of life and evolutionary 
features. Assistant curator Wayne 
Roberts estimates there are over a quar- 
ter of a million specimens in the Zoology 
collections. A mammal diversity lab was 
bs anes for students the day | visited, mak- 
q ‘ing educational value of the collection 
“clear as we wandered the room. Animal 


a es 


letons, bones, and other parts were 








Fitness from 
the inside out 


S own. Better environmen- — 





object can be pulled out and looked at 
without directly handling it, but with 
the intimacy of being able to see 
details and texture, maximizing the 
experience of the viewer without pos- 


ing risk to the piece itself. 

“In a traditional museum, a big per- 
centage of the resources go to exhibit 
spaces and not much to the back of 
house,” Andrews explains. “Our vision 


en, E 
Property of the University of Alberta Archives, Accessi 





om #69-16-1474 


is not that of a ‘normal’ museum—we 
believe in the concept of turning it 
inside out, back of house, front of 
house exhibitions. We're here to help 
society come up with an understand- 


ing of past society, not preserve for 
the sake of preservation 
A new area for gradua 
also linked to the facilit 
train students for vw 
the museum is 
Andrews states. “C 
of objects, to know where 
and how to use them to an 
tions. We've come up with fc 
areas for new museum d 
ies: knowledge creation 
techniques, commit 
education and the m 
tural property 
We're finding people a 
in these and no on 
research in these areas 
Andrews concludes 
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to current offerings at the U of A Museums 
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ing out evolutionary features. 

Roberts opines, “Scientists don’t col- 
lect enough these days. That's bad sci- 
ence—there’s no tangible proof of new 
species.” Pulling out drawers of stuffed 
mice, Roberts points out that collections 
enable the study of variations—caused 
by geography, age, sex or time—that 
lead to speciation. The collection is fre- 
quently used by artists as well as scien- 
tists. 

“Rowan would be pleased,” Reberts 
ventures. “Much of the original collection 
is visible and being used as he intended.” 


~ MINERALOGY & PETROLOGY Mere 


i a COLLECTION 
ALEONTOLOGY COLLECTIONS 
int SHENG HOG 


The museum spaces in Earth Sci are open 
to the public during regular business hours 
and are well worth a trip. Meteorites, uncut 
diamonds and a wealth of samples from the 
earth make up dazzling displays that 
explore the history of our planet and reach 
back even further, possibly to the origins of 
the solar system. There are “Hollywood” 
meteorites—bubbled rock that looks so 
characteristically alien—and more surpris- 
ing discoveries, like a jet black space rock 
that looks like it could've chipped off the 
monolith in Kubrick's 2007. A massive 
chunk of sulfur is an eerie glowy yellow- 
green, gems glitter with rainbow intensity 
to remind us our species’ first artworks 
relied on pigment from the earth, and slabs 
of limestone are like miniaturized cliffs. 
Many of the finest samples in the 
1 200-strong collection would be impossi- 


ble to acquire now, with universities 
priced out by private collectors, but were 
found or donated as far back as 1911. 
Here, they're lovingly contextualized into 
a record of the development of our planet 
and our astronomical neighbours, placed 
in cabinets that date back decades and 
exhibits that are brand new, as well as 
under signs that say “Please Touch.” 
Down the hall, the Paleontology 
Museum is jaw-dropping—and jaw-filled, 
once you get past the Precambrian oddities 
and other early creatures. The museum is 
small but effective, housing everything 
from chicken-sized dino tracks to the tail 
club of a truck-sized Ankylosaurus to a 
mammoth tusk. A sample of a bone jacket- 
ed in plaster for safe transportation from a 
field site illuminates an aspect of collect- 
ing, while the “Franken-hadrosaur'—a 
massive piece incorrectly put together from 
three dino species in the 1920s is stunning. 


FH STRICKLAND ENTOMOLOGICAL 
MUSEUM 
(EARTH SCIENCES BUILDING) 


Mostly used by researchers, although 
they have a big educational outreach 
component of kid-friendly bugs, the ento- 
mology collection is a more hidden prize. 
The collection was started in the 1920s, 
and bugs get sent to the department to 
this day from around the world for deter- 
mination. They frequently describe new 
species and field up to 200 calls a month 
from curious/panicked members of the 
general public in the summer, wondering 
about strange crawlies. 

The cabinets hold stacks and drawers 


of mounted bugs, from tiny beetles to 
Massive stick insects. Brilliantly coloured 
and patterned butterflies, jewel-toned 
Scarabs and giant horned and iridescent 
beetles are particularly impressive to the 
layperson. 

A visiting grad student from BC was 
conducting genetic research on moths’ 
response to ecological pressures during 
our visit, going between the online data- 
base and the morphological evidence in 
front of him, pulled from the stacks 


PRINT STUDY CENTRE 

(FAB BUILDING) 

The spacious, bright Print Study Centre 
houses one of the best collections of 
printworks in Canada—thousands of 
pieces from the 16th Century to present 
day. It's a parallel history of the Print 
Program at the university, gathering work 
from faculty, grad students and visiting 
artists since the program was founded in 
the 1950s. 

The Centre itself was built in 1996 in 
an effort to make the print collection 
accessible to researchers and students. 
There are works by European early mas- 
ters, American modernists and postmod- 
ern Canadians, with a particular focus on 
Asian printmaking, Hoth historical and 
contemporary. 

Printing ephemera—blocks and 
plates—are also housed in the Centre, 

Viewing areas allow individuals and 
groups to survey works, comparing them 
in detail, and access to catalagues and 
online databases make this an incredibly 
flexible resource for artists and scholars. 


GLORIA ROSENBERG COLLECTION / 
CLOTHING & TEXTILES CO 


& TEXTILES COLLECTION 
i OF AHOSPITAL MCMULLEN GALLERY / HUMAN 
COLOGY BUILDING) 


Rosenberg is a Toronto art dealer who 
wanted her collection of 677 quilts 
to an institution that would p 
Study and use it. Collecting 
Quilt Culture in Rosenberg Coll 
the first U of A exhibition featuring thes 
objects, which collections manager/cura- 
tor Julia Petrov notes are both “psycho- 
logically and aesthetically comfortabl e” 
Some of the collection’s pieces—incl 
ing a crazy quilt with John A MacDo 
image and a folk quilt from 1868 signe 
by the artisans—are on display in the 
Human Ecology Building, while the 
ity of the show is at the U of A 
open to the public from 10 am 
The Clothing & Textiles Collection, 
the stacks of the Human Ecolog 
Building, has a volunteer program every 
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fashion-lover should join, if only to be | 
able to salivate over coral silk sandals | 


from the turn of last century, beaded 
gowns from the flapper era pe 60s 
pantsuits and histor from all 
over the world. The e 













les t pieces are | 


mummy wrappings; the most recent are | 


Ugg boots. Petrov's personal favourite 
are the stumpwork boxes, created by 
women a couple hundred years ago to 
show off their needlework skills 
Volunteers can help archive and 
research, create reproductions (including 
from the huge pattern collection), and 
help with tours and special events. w 
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pilates studios 
Winter Session begins Jan. 7 


Pilates is a complete exercise system that improves core 
stability, alignment, and athletic performance as well as 
rejuvenating your entire mind and body. Get connected. 


FLEXIBILITY ° 





We offer Group Classes in: 


Matwork — a total core workou 





Reformer & Cadillac — pilates in 
a weight training environment 
Lunch-time Pilates 

Pilates for Golfers 

We also offer Personalised 
Rehabilitative Programs and 
intensive 1-on-1 Training. 


BALANCE ° POWER 


424 9853 


arts Now 26a 


Edmonton Studio 
10565-114 Street 


NEW ADDRESS! 
Sherwood Park Studio 
#100, 2693 Broadmoar Blvd 


www.integrationpilates.com 
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You could end up asking yourself to pee Stay on the line’ 


CAROLYN HIKODYM / carelyae@vueweetly.com 
‘ou may have wondered, when 
you've watched a movie pre- 
view, if the guy providing the 
voiceover went to school to learn 
how to talk like that. 

“Once ... there was a man ... who 
lived ... on the edge of the world ... ” 
There's just something in the cadence, 
in the delivery, that sets it apart from 
how a friend might try and convince 
you to see the same film. 

If you actually dug into it, not only 
would you find that there is training 
involved but also that in voice acting 
there is actually more involved. And 
according to Gary Connolly, who teach- 
es the trade at Metro College, there's 
plenty of opportunity in the field. 

During his many years in radio, 
Connolly found that he enjoyed the 
production side of the business more 
than he liked being on air. He liked 
making the commercials, from script- 
ing them to recording them, and over 
a decade ago, he decided to make a 
go of it as a freelance voice actor 
from a home studio. 

The business got off to a slow start— 
internet technology simply wasn’t quite 
there yet—but once things got rolling, 
he found that he had more work than 
he knew what to do with. 

“The internet has opened up a 
whole new world for voiceover,” he 
explains. “You no longer have to go 
into a studio to voice. In fact, most 
places farm out their work to home 
studios, especially because of the 





compression ratios of the audio. You 
can send it though email, you can 
send it through FTP, so it’s really 
opened up such a world for people 
and there’s so much work out there. 

“If you think about it, every busi- 
ness in some way uses voice audio— 
whether it be for an on-hold, an 
in-store announcement, a radio com- 
mercial, a television commercial, 
training, whatever, they use a voice 
actor in some way or another.” 

Armed with a plethora of experi- 
ence, Connolly made a proposal to 
Metro College five years ago to teach 
the craft. 


TAUGHT IN FOUR PARTS—for a total of 


15 classroom hours—Connolly walks 


=| VOICE ACTING 


his students through everything they 
need to know about voicing from a 
home-based studio. 

Beginning with simple breathing 
techniques, voicing students go on to 
learn what sort of language to use to 
make their delivery more personal 
and believable and that gestures—like 
smiling—have an affect on how a 
voice comes across. 

“Basically, what voicing is, it's not 
so much what your voice sounds like, 
it’s how you deliver a script,” he says. 
“So I'll teach them basic guidelines 
that they can use to tear a script 
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__ apart, to make it sound conversation- 
al, one-to-one-and as if they're deliv- 


_ering it as.a-voice actor.” 


After learning these basics in Voicing 
101, students can go on to take the 
other three courses, in which they'll 
learn copy- (or script-) writing, charac- 
ter voicing and marketing, where Con- 
nolly gives his students guidance on 
where to look for work on the internet. 

“I usually recommend that students 
take the copy-writing class as well,” he 
explains, “because a lot of what they 
are going to be doing is not somebody 
coming to them with a script saying, 
‘Joe, can you record this for me?’ 
They'll come to him and say, ‘Joe, can 
you make a commercial for me?’” 

Having a variety of different voices 
also helps the actor obtain work. In 
character voicing, students find out 
how to develop different types of 
voices. Building on the three levels 
that many of us can talk in—nasally, 
open-throated and deeply—one can 
learn how to create different voices 
for different types of jobs. 

“The biggest thing about character 
voicing is once you find a character,” 
Connolly says, “you can change it with 
dialect, you can change it with catch- 
phrases, you can change it with all 
kinds of different things, but you need 
to be able to catalogue that character 
properly so that you can come back to it 
over and over it again.” 

Each of an actor's characters has 
his/her own background. Students 
are encouraged to discern the age 
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and personality of their characters 
and document it. 

“Then once you figure out what your 
character sounds like, you take a snip- 
pet of it and you record it, so that you 
can listen to three or four sentences 
and get back into that character over 
and over,” he says. “Because a lot of 
times, if you do a character for some- 
thing, they'll say, ‘Oh I really liked that, 
can you do that again?’ Well, if you 
don’t remember what it sounded like, 
it’s not going to sound the same.” 


WHILE SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS may ena 
up voicing one of those annoying your- 
call-is-important-to-us hold personas, 
according to Connolly, one of the 
biggest markets for voice actors ts with 
computer-based or web-based training. 

“You've got engineers writing this 
stuff and they don’t know where to go 
—they usually go into the bathroom 
with a tape-recorder and record it and 
that’s what they use,” he says. “So if 
you come along and say, ‘Sure I'll 
record your script for you,’ once you 
get one client, word spreads and you 
get more and more clients. And the 
goal is that you are looking for is to 
get clients to get return work.” 

The goal is, he adds, is to find your 
niche, to figure out what kind of voic- 
ing you're good at—whether it be in a 
commercial, video game, cartoon or 
instructional context—and find work 
in that field. You may not unseat the 
voice of film previews, but that 
wouldn't be the end ... of the world. w 
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Finding synchrotronicity at Saskatoon’s Canadian Light Source 


JOEL KELLY / joel@vueweekly.com 

t's 4 am. I haven't slept in over 24 
[r= and I'm sitting at one of the 

consoles of a $200 million 
machine. 

The machine is a synchrotron—the 
only facility of its kind in Canada, 
located in Saskatoon, and one of just 
a handful scattered around the world. 
I'm here with two other graduate stu- 
dents from the University of Alberta. 
We're a third into our allotted 36 
hours of research time on our end 
station, a small corner of the football- 
field sized facility. 

The equipment around us makes a 
constant hum, a palpable whir that 
drowns out any human sound other 
than our tired conversation. The 
white noise comes from a plethora of 
pumps, fans and other beeping gadg- 
ets, all functioning 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. As the synchro- 
tron doesn’t sleep, nor do we, relying 
on pot after pot of coffee to help us 
continue working as long as possible, 
until the next group of researchers 
t over. Over 3 000 researchers a 
ill find themselves in our shoes 
oon, in 
ght source 
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THE FIRST SYNCHROTRONS were built 
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= SYNCHROTRON 


were able to study the strange world 
of the atom and its building blocks, 
with weird quasi-sci-fi names like 
quarks, leptons and anti-matter. 

As these particles whizzed around 
in a loop, researchers noted that they 
gave off a bluish-white glow. This radi- 
ation was initially thought to be a nui- 
sance, sapping energy and speed from 
the synchrotron and upsetting their 
calculations. It’s a product of the circu- 
lar forces applied to the particles— 
almost like the push you feel to let go 
playing the game “Crack the Whip.” 

In addition to its extremely high 
intensity and wide spectrum, synchro- 
tron light has many other properties 
that make it ideal for research purpos- 
es. Soon, scientists were using this 
light to further their understanding in 
a large array of fields, from medicine 
to nanotechnology to biochemistry to 
agriculture, and synchrotrons such as 
the Canadian Light Source were being 
built specifically to capture this radia- 
tion and put it to use. If you can use 
light to study it, it’s likely that a syn- 
chrotron is one of the very best tools 
at your disposal 


MY TIME IN SASKATOON is split 


between staring at a computer screen 
and staring at a small sample stage, 
around the size of an oven, connected 
to the rest of the synchrotron through a 
long pipe, called a beam line. Even 
though it’s built with technology rarely 
found outside of NASA, parts of the 
synchrotron can malfunction frequent- 
ly, often in the middle of the night 
when there are no technicians around 
to help us fix it. If the machine breaks 
down, we're basically screwed: we'll 
have to wait until our next time to try 
our research again, anywhere from 
four to six months away—assuming we 


can make it through the rigorous appli- 
cation process. 

Along with the scientists who 
maintain our end station, we impro- 
vise and jury-rig on the fly, doing 
everything as DIY as possible. The 
sample stage has been wrapped in tin 
foil, rolls and rolls of it, from Costco, 
to block out any light from the outside 
environment. Likewise, when a cru- 
cial piece of equipment breaks down 
early on, the technicians scramble to 
find a replacement, eventually calling 
one of their next-door neighbours at 
home, who just happens to be a 
physicist. The whole search takes 
around 30 minutes, and we've barely 
lost any time. 

Saskatoon itself seems incredibly 
proud of its synchrotron, if not a little 
unsure of what it actually does. While 
the city does have many other areas 
of burgeoning growth, including sci- 
entific (it’s also recognized as a world 
leader in research in agriculture 
biotechnology), it’s hard not to juxta- 
pose the very urban-ness of the syn- 
chrotron with Saskatoon’s rural 
heritage. It’s casually remarked to me 
that most cities experience a doubling 
in population within 10 years of open- 
ing a synchrotron, which would put 
Saskatoon around the size of Halifax 
by 2014, and increase the population 
of Saskatchewan as a whole by about 
15 per cent. 

One such citizen proud to live in a 
city with a synchrotron is musician 
Colin Skrapek. Performing as low-fi 
electropop act Maybe Smith, Skrapek 
has something of a creative obsession 
with the Canadian Light Source; along 
with another Saskatoon band, the 
Carbon Dating Service, he recently 
finished a cross-country tour called 
the “Synchrotron Awareness Tour.” 

“We wore these shirts [with the title 
of the tour] that I made for the bands 
the whole time, and we had pam- 
phlets from the university that we 


handed out,” he says of the tour. “The 
shirts were the hottest topic of con- 
versation. Everyone was more inter- 
ested in the synchrotron shirts than 
any of our other merchandise.” 

To Skrapek, the allure of the syn- 
chrotron lies in its “ambiguous, gigan- 
tic’ nature. “It’s a facility that is really 
expensive and unique in Canada, but 
most people really don’t know what it 
represents,” he says. “There's a lot of 
people in Saskatoon who are cheer- 
leaders, but for all we know [the sci- 
entists] are plotting the world’s 
demise.” 

When the Canadian Light Source 
heard of the groups’ musical homage, 
Skrapek was relieved to find they 
were actually quite excited. “I was a 
little worried, but their PR person con- 
tacted me and sent us baseball hats 
that we wore with the shirts. They 
know our big goal is to play a show 
inside the synchrotron.” 

As for those who see a dichotomy 
between the technological sophistica- 
tion of the synchrotron and Saska- 
toon’s reputation as a smaller, more 
rural city, Skrapek doesn’t think the 
two are at odds, yet. “Saskatoon likes 
to see itself as a bit of a big science 
city, but I don’t think the synchrotron 
figures too prominently into the city’s 
identity,” he says. “It’s pretty hard for 
people to fit something they don't 
quite understand just yet into their 
identity. Maybe in 10 years.” 

According to Skrapek, this arms- 
length embrace of the facility is 
through no fault of the scientists. 
“Anyone I've talked to from the syn- 
chrotron is really excited to talk about 
what it is,” he explains. “They're pret- 
ty good about putting it in layman’s 
terms—they do it with humour and 
fairly simplistic explanations.” 

Instead, he thinks the synchrotron 
is just too multifaceted for any one 
person to fully appreciate. “There’s no 
instant gratification as to ‘what does 


this mean to me?,’” he says. “It's so 
varied in what it can do—it’s not just a 
specific tool, there's so many different 
kinds of research there. The people 
who do know how things works are 
pretty excited.” 


BACK AT THE SYNCHROTRON, white 


we're able to keep the beam line up 
and running for almost all of our 
scheduled time, our bodies aren't doing 
quite so hot after 36 hours of staying 
awake. My fellow (non-smoking) stu 

dents have almost gone through a pack 
of cigarettes each; I'm thinking of join- 
ing them, at this point willing to try 
anything to keep my concentration up 
We fight our fatigue by reciting steps of 
our analysis aloud to each other, jum- 
bling words and numbers together into 
near nonsense. It seems to work, 
crudely. Apart from a few weary hallu- 
cinations, we stay calm and generally 
focused. I avoid the temptation of 
smoking, although we wind up going 
through a pound of coffee beans and a 
half-dozen energy drinks. 

I've pulled all-nighters before, but 
never under such pressure and stress. 
A mistake would mar not only our 
months of preparation, but possibly 
lead to an emergency shutdown of the 
whole synchrotron until someone can 
figure how to fix what I screwed up. 
The combination of my lack of sleep, 
the high stakes and being surrounded 
by space-age technology makes the 
whole experience beyond surreal. 

As we leave the Canadian Light 
Source to a sunset lowering itself 
past the western wall of the facility, 
having completely lost track of the 
outside environment, this sense of 
surrealism lifts into one of audacious 
happiness. Experiencing a synchro- 
tron is an addictive experience, and 
the facility is visited by many 
researchers already technically 
retired but who can’t give up the 
geeky rush. I can’t wait to go back. v 
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Get ready for the 
holidays with a course at 
the City Arts Centre 


JAY SMITH / jay@vueweekly.com 

{ Tstarted making my own Christ- 
mas gifts the year that I moved 
away from home. I was com- 

pletely broke, but I still wanted to give 

gifts to my family,” says Lise Wilson, 

Christmas-gift-maker extraordinaire. 

“| ended up making mix tapes and 
comic books. I photocopied comics 
from books | had, books from the 
library, like Calvin and Hobbes. Other 
people’s comics. | certainly didn’t 
draw them myself.” 

In addition to almost two decades 
of experience making Christmas gifts, 
Wilson also teaches courses through 
the City Arts Centre, including one on 
lip balm and salve making and anoth- 
er on growing and drying herbs. Con- 
veniently held in early December, the 
balm course is a shoo-in for those 
with a hankering to make their own 
Christmas gifts, but without too many 
practical ideas about how to do so. 

And since it's almost the season of 
gift-giving, and the days of Christmas 
binge-shopping are upon us, Wilson's 
is knowledge worth sharing. Really, 
with many Albertans well-entrenched 
in oil-boom wealth, and the Canadian 
dollar trading at a record-high rate 
against the greenback, conspicuous 
consumption has never looked better. 
In a mall, in a boutique, online ... the 
possibilities, as the ad-writers like to 
Say, are virtually endless. 

Meanwhile, expect the newspapers 
to report with glee, in the credit-card 
hangover days of early January, that 
Albertans have spent more this year 
than any year since the last time we 
Spent too much. 

In contrast to the spiffy mallrat 
world of hyperconsumption, both Wil- 
son's desire to teach people more 
about herbalism and her firm commit- 
ment to homemaking her Christmas 
gifts share a belief that we can, and 
should, be more attuned to our envi- 
ronment. Be it an awareness to the so- 
called “weedy” environment in our 
backyard that’s really a grove of medi- 
Cinally useful plants, the global ecolog- 
‘cal impact of a made-in-China 
Christmas gift, or simply the challenge 
of really having to think about what 
our loved ones need, we can take baby 
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Jesus's birthday as an opportunity for 
reflection on less selfish matters. 

So, rather than tossing around cash 
for overpriced capitalistic artifacts, 
you can follow Wilson’s lead and 
make your own gifts. Before you 
despair that you're just not crafty, cre- 
ative or imaginative enough, or that 
nothing you make ever turns out, or 
that you simply don’t have enough 
time, however, know one thing: there 
is help for people like you. 


THE ARST THING that you should know 


is that you're not alone. Adbuster’s 
annual anti-consumerist campaign, 
the Buy Nothing Christmas (buynoth- 
ingchristmas.org), is an outspoken 
and evangelical posse that proposes, 
well, that you buy nothing for Christ- 
mas. Its website is a great forum for 
more ideas and the ideology of reduc- 
ing one’s holiday time consumption. 
One of its hyperlinks is to Bill McK- 
ibben’s classic essay “The Hundred 
Dollar Holiday,” a meditation on 
Christmastime consumerism, being a 
“grinch” in the original Dr Seussian 
sense, and “getting at the underlying 
discontent in our lives” that Christ- 
mastime’s bells-and-whistles disguise. 
So beware: much of what is online 
about making Christmas gifts seems 
to encourage junky bric-a-brac gifts. 
Y'know, the sort of crappy gifts that 
you can make just so that you don’t 
feel guilty that you otherwise wouldn't 
have given anything at all. (Choco- 
late-dipped plastic spoons?) 


HAVING TRIED HER HAND at book bina- 
ing, necklace making, cross-stitching, 
painting, weaving and making bas- 
kets with candles, Wilson says that 
the challenge is figuring out some- 
thing new to make every year. “It just 
depends on what I have on hand, 
what I see in second-hand stores.” 
Wilson says that one of her most 
successful, albeit perhaps corny, gifts 
consisted of Altoid-like tins that she 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 25 











GET YOUR CAREER 
ROLLING WITH LIGHTS, 
CAMERA, ACTION. 


WHERE CREATIVITY MEETS TECHNOLOGY. 


Script Supervisor 


RIA7G2 


Nov 16 to 25, 2007 | $650 
Friday | 6:30 pm-10:30 pm 
Saturday, Sunday | 9:00 am - 6:00 pm 


DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS NOV 13, 2007. 
ACCEPTANCE WILL BE DETERMINED FOLLOWING 


Producers Emergency Program ( 
RTA737 


Jan 15 to May 8, 2008 | $1,995 
DEADLINE FOR REGI 


ACCEPTANCE WILL BE 
A PRE-REGISTRATION INTERVIEW 






A PRE-REGISTRATION INTERVIEW. 


AN INSTITUT 


) 


For more information 
T: (780) 471.7675 
E: cheryld@nait.ca 


E OF TECHNOLOGY COMMITTED TO STUDENT SUCCESS 


Edmonton Alberta Canada T56 2R1 PH 780.471.6248 


www.nait.ca/ContinuingEducation 


2 bedroom, two bath plus den. Wonderfully spacious with insuite laundry, wood 
burning fireplace, large kitchen, dining room, Wwo underground parking stalls. 


Rob 940-6212 (Mon-Fri 9-6pm) or 418-1267 (til 10pm and on weekends) 


EDUCATION: 


112 St. 
& 100 Ave. 


Ideal Location! 


1100 Square Ft. 


Available 
Immediately! 


Just blocks from 
LRT, Jasper Ave. 
erate me lanteyal veya 
General Hospital! 


$1380/mo. 


no pets, no smoking 


zelmitclionileluicilcukelmiomicvaee | 


Tuesday, Thursday | 6:30 pm - 10:30 


PEP} 











NOV 1'=NOV 7, 2007 





Plenty of opportunities for youth to to reclaim the lost art of crafts 


JAY SMITH / jay@veeweokly.com 

s the skies start to threaten 
Asem a young person's 

fancy lightly turns to thoughts 
of knitting. At least, that seems to be 
the state of affairs these days. Knit- 
ting, in the 21st century, is re-emerg- 
ing as a craft form for hipster women 
and men alike. 

“Youth aren't afraid to be portrayed 
in an old image anymore. Knitting is 
hip,” explains Polly Yu, owner and 
manager of Edmonton yarn shop Knit 
& Purl. “[The number of] males is 
increasing, too. In the old days, peo- 
ple would tell men [interested in knit- 
ting] that there was something wrong. 
Now, no longer.” 

River City Yarns, another shop in 
town, reports on its website that there 
has been a 400 per cent increase in 
knitters under the age of 35 since 
1998. It’s a startling advance for an 
art/craft form that Betty Friedan and 
her radical ilk, along with a whole 
generation of feminists, all but aban- 
doned for dead decades ago. 

Yu says she has seen a tangible 
increase in the number of younger 
people walking through the doors of 
Knit & Purl in the past five years 
Apart from the simple cycling of 
trends, Yu attributes the shifting 
demographics to the Internet. “It’s so 
easy on the Internet, there’s so much 
information there.” 

This is not an idle observation. The 
idealists have always spoken of the 


secEReR RNS. 
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Internet as a potential mechanism of 
preservation for cultural knowledge, 
from dying languages to oral tradi- 
tion. But the crazy fusion of tradition- 
al knowledge and cutting-edge 


technology has had few tangible suc- 
cess stories, until now. 

Now women, and some men, 
whose own mothers (and fathers) 
never bothered to learn what to do 
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with two pointy sticks and a ball of 
yarn are picking up the skill by sitting 
in front of the computer screen 
instead of the fireplace. 

As Yu says, with Internet accessibil- 
ity almost universal, the stultifying 
amount of online information is filling 
in the generational gaps. 


THERE IS TRULY an immense amount 
of online information on knitting, 
from free patterns to exhaustive glos- 
saries that elucidate the strange 
shorthand of those patterns, from sur- 
prisingly professional videos illustrat- 
ing all sorts of techniques to online 
communities that oftentimes make 
the jump to real-life knitting circles. 
The simplest internet searches (‘knit- 
ting glossary” or “how to purl,” for 
instance) result in a plethora of high- 
quality information. 

According to Yu, however, “it’s 
always good to have a proper teacher, 
too.” As such, Knit & Purl, like most 
yarn shops in town, offers different 
knitting courses geared to various lev- 
els of experience. A seven-week ses- 
sion costs $100, plus materials. 

Knitter and crocheter Kyla Sentes is, 
in many ways, at the vanguard of the 
resurgence in yarn crafts. A PhD stu- 
dent at the University of Alberta, she 
says that knitting and crocheting are 
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“de-stressing” activities. (And Sentes is 
busy: for the past three years, she has 
also run a business with her sister; 
called “Dog Hair Incredibles.” Sentes 
handmakes collars, leashes, coats, and 
squeaky toys for that, often incorporat- 
ing yarn crafts.) 

Much of Sentes’ knitting and cro 
cheting experiments involve making 
gifts for others. 

“This year [for Christmas], I'm look 
ing at the Japanese [style of] crochet 
ing called amigurumi. It’s crochet, but 
typically Japanese, very cute.” 

(Wikipedia defines it as “the Japan 
ese art of knitting or crocheting small 
stuffed animals and anthropomorphi: 
creatures. Amigurumi are typically 
cute animals [like rabbits or cats], but 
can include inanimate object 
endowed with anthropomorphic fea 
tures.”) — 

Sentes says, “I started getting int 
amigurumi when I went to Japan 
I’ve made a hamburger, some pies, a 
dead fish. I'm working on ice cream 
cones right now. And sushi. 

“I've been making them up as dog 
toys and recipe card holders. You 
make up the toy, weight it down with 
marbles and then glue clothespin: 
on,” Sentes continues. “Those'll be for 
my friends ... | think they appreciate 
homemade gifts. Sometimes they 
don’t appreciate my sense of humour 
but I think getting crocheted food is 
hilarious.” , 

For Sentes, the Internet is a valu- 





able tool for finding patterns, selling 
her crafts and building community. 

"Google ‘crocheted food’ and you'll 
get, like 28 000.hits, for something 
you think is really a niche market,” 
she says. 


AS FOR THE RELATIONSHIP between 
women, feminism and traditional 
crafts, Sentes is unequivocal. 

“| honestly think that crafting is a 
really important part of women’s his- 
tory,” she says. “So I don't like it when 
{traditional crafts] are sold as ‘not 
your mother’s knitting,’ or ‘not your 
mother’s crocheting.” 

For Sentes, the knitting and cro- 
cheting of today is emphatically the 
same craft that it was for women’s 
mothers and grandmothers. 

“We lost something with that back- 
lash [against women’s traditional 
crafts during the rise of feminism in 
the ‘60s and ‘70s]. It was as if some- 
thing was wrong because it was gen- 
der-specific,” she says. 





“I've been really happy to see this 
{resurgence of knitting and crochet- 
ing] happening ... You've seen it 
already with sewing [but clothes] 
have to keep up to date. | didn’t 
expect to see the same moderniza- 
tion in our generation with knitting 
and crocheting, things that sort of 
stay the same.” 

So Sentes is doing as generations 
of women have done before her: 
keeping the form alive, One stitch at a 
time. 


Some yarn shops in town that offer 
knitting circles and/or knitting lessons 
(contact them for more information): 


Ewe Asked for It (6523 - 111 St), 
433.8975 

Knit & Purl (10412 - 124 St), 482.2150 
River City Yarns (107, 10106 - 111 Ave), 
477.9276 

The City Arts Centre (10943 - 84 Ave) 
also offers knitting courses. Call 
496.6955 for more information. w 
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filled with little cards on which she 
had written inspirational sayings. 
"The women in my family loved it,” 
she reports. 

“Kid art is always good to farm 
out,” she adds. 

This sort of inventiveness is vital: if 
you follow a lot of pre-scripted craft- 
making, you'll find that supplies alone 
exceed the cost of a store-bought gift. 
Root around for cheap supplies, and 
be creative. From free paint at the 
EcoStation to art supplies from the 
Imagination Market, to just walking 
down your neighbourhood’s back 
alley for trash that still has some life 
left in it, there's plenty to be found. 

Even if you're not creatively des- 
perate, the courses at the City Arts 
Centre are super options: there are 
plenty of courses, including Wilson’s, 
held in the fall that have, as their end 
result, something giftable. At the 
least, you learn the skills that permit 
you to become a slightly more 
autonomous Christmas-gift maker. 


WILSON HAS TAUGHT her course on 
“Herbal Salves and Lip Balms” every 
December for the past five years. It’s a 
One-day, three-hour course at the Arts 
Centre in which participants make 
Peppermint and orange lip balms, and 
‘wo different salves. (The difference 
between salves and balms: both are 
combinations of oil and wax, but 
balms have more wax in them and 
are used primarily on the lips.) 


It's also a crash course in herbal 
healing with information on carrier 
oils, essential oils, how to make herb- 
infused oils, commonly-used healing 
herbs. Wilson says her expertise in 
herbalism derives from botany and 
ethnobotany courses, fieldwork in 
Siberia with elders while researching 
their traditional medical knowledge, a 
bit more book-learnin’ and more of 
what she calls “kitchen knowledge.” 

So participants crowd into the Art 
Centre's kitchen and learn the basics in 
an entirely hands-on manner. Though 
each one will walk out with four differ- 
ent jars of balm or salve, they may be 
more impressed by the overwhelming 
simplicity of the process: less than 
three hours with supplies that can be 
easily found in Edmonton. (Wilson 
makes a point of buying her supplies 
for her classes from ethical and pre- 
dominantly local sources.) 

“I also teach a course on how to 
grow, harvest, dry and store herbs,” 
says Wilson. “So that people are 
involved from day one. Herbs can be 
used not just for eating, or drinking in 
tea, but can be used (medicinally) in 
balms.” 

How easy it is to learn enough to 
escape the myopic festivities of pur- 
chase. 

Other one-day courses offered at 
the Arts Centre include chocolate- 
making, wire jewelry, soap-making, 
“bath treats,” and stained glass. 
Weekly classes include pottery, paint- 
ing and drawing. 

For more information on courses, 
Go on-line to edmonton.ca and 
search City Arts Centre. w 
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Informal education can point to new ways to make some bread 


22524 & tas 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 
en | was a kid, I always 
equated education with sit- 
ting in a classroom some- 
where, cooped up inside for the better 
part of the day when I had more 
urgent and interesting matters to 
attend to. The teacher would be dron- 
ing on about the intricacies of geome- 
try while I was absorbed in the 
elaborate movements of a fly trying 
desperately to escape through the 
closed window. 

There was always that little voice 
in the back of my mind saying, “Pay 
more attention. You need an educa- 
tion to succeed in this world.” Funny 
thing, but that voice frequently mani- 
fested itself with the visual attributes 
of my parents. 

Back then, education was some- 
thing that an institute delivered, a 
designated teacher taught and a des- 
ignated student absorbed (hopefully). 
Education was, | thought, just as the 
dictionary describes it: “the imparting 
and acquiring of knowledge through 
teaching and learning, especially at a 
school or similar institution”. 

My view of education today is vast- 
ly different, thanks m part to a con- 
versation I had with-Nancy Rubuliak, 
owner of Tree Stone Bakery. 

Good bread, really good bread, is 
not only something I consume on a 
daily basis, but something I typically 
take for granted. While it’s not as easy 
to find as simply driving to your local 
supermarket—there you find institu- 
tional, mass-produced bread—it is 
something that can be found at a 
number of bakeries across the city, 
and Tree Stone is one of my 
favourites. So what does it take for 
someone to open a bakery so that the 
rest of us can enjoy amazing bread 
without having to lift a finger? 


WHEN | ASKED Nancy Rubuliak if bak- 


ing bread and owning a bakery was 
something she had dreamed about, 
she simply laughed. For her, it was 
more like a slow evolution. “It wasn’t 
as if a light suddenly switched on, it 
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was more like a dimmer switch, 
changing gradually. There was no ‘ah 
ha’ moment.” 

Her early background contains 
much of what we consider “traditional 
education”—a diploma from Grant 
MacEwan's Behavioral Social Sci- 
ences Program followed by a Bachelor 


of Social Work degree from the Uni- 
versity of Calgary Extension. 

With an education behind her, 
Nancy settled into a career with 
Alberta Social Services as a social 
worker. The light that shines in her 
eyes when she talks about Tree Stone 
fades somewhat when she reminisces 
about first working with the child pro- 
tection branch and then moving to 
geriatrics. You can see it was emo- 
tionally draining for her. 

Her much-needed breaks would 
occasionally find her in Europe, and 
that is where she found her inspira- 
tion. As she put it, “When we go out- 
side of what we know, we learn.” 
Europe was new and exciting—she 
liked the European attitudes, their tra- 
ditions and the way they lived their 
lives. She found their appreciation of 
good food refreshing, a welcome 
change from the institutional food 
that is common in Canada 

While she was enchanted with the 
European way of living, being a social 
worker was definitely taking its toll on 
her. She didn’t have a master plan, 
she simply began to explore other 
aspects of herself. 

Browsing the shelves at Green- 
woods’ one day, she picked up a book 
on baking bread and started experi- 
menting. The physical and creative 
nature of the bread making process 
seemed to fill a need in her so she 
borrowed /nternational Culinary 
Schools from the library and ona 
whim enrolled in two week-long 
courses at the National Baking Center 
in Minneapolis, Artisan Bread | and 


Artisan Bread II. She didn't know 
whether she would like it or not, she 
simply “bit the apple and let the juices 
drip.” 


AS IT TURNED OUT, Nancy was capti- 


vated by the bread-making process. 
“I was like a kid playing in a sand- 
box!” She recounted that she could- 
n't wait to come home and start 
baking, and that’s exactly what she 
did. She baked loaf after loaf, thrilled 
with the whole creative process. 
Friends and family reaped the bene- 
fits of all that bread, but Rubuliak 
soon discovered she either needed to 
acquire more friends or bake less 
bread—she was making so much she 
couldn’t even give it all away. That's 
how Tree Stone Bakery started—she 
needed to start selling her creations 
if she was going to continue to 
indulge her new found passion. 

A quick evening course (three or 
four hours total) at the Women's 
Enterprise Initiative on business plans 
essentially rounded out Nancy's for- 
mal education on baking and bak- 
eries. Walking into the course that 
night reassured her, since the room 
was full of other “normal” women and 
she felt that if they could open a busi- 
ness, she could too. 

Although the course was just one 
night, Nancy described the process of 
creating a business plan as “essen- 
tial.” She was “religious” about creat- 
ing hers and thinks it was key to her 
success. Well, that and making the 
best bread she possibly could. 

The rest, as they say, is history. Tree 
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Stone was born nine years ago and 
has grown into an extremely success- 
ful venture. Now the education 
involved is learning by watching and 
doing. She’s passionate about visiting 
other bakeries when she travels. She 
samples breads, she reads articles 
she watches and she learns. She 
comes back and then judges her own 
work. She has taken one more bread 
making course but is essentially 
“learning by doing.” Even if something 
doesn’t work out, “you'll have learned 
something from it.” 

Of course there have been strug- 
gles, but, she says, that’s part ol 
learning. Walk into the bakery and 
look at the cozy little table and two 
chairs by the window—she put those 
chairs there to remind her of her 
grandmothers. One little glance al 
those chairs quickly puts things in 
perspective for her. “If they could do 
what they did, you can do this.” 

Nancy is definitely proof that edu 
cation doesn’t have to be of the insti- 
tutional variety. Her “formal” training 
in bread making and business, time- 
wise at least, has been minimal bul 
her informal education has been 
extensive and is continuously on- 
going. 

Her philosophy, “You shouldn't stop 
learning just because you grow up 
physically,” is one we should all 
embrace. It proves that we don’t need 
to be seated at a desk or enrolled in a 
school to learn. Life itself is an educa- 
tion so get all you can out of it. Oh, 
and have some fun in the process. 
Nancy certainly is. w 
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SHARMAN HNATIUK / sharman@vueweekly.com 
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= TRAVELLING 


eager to explore. Learning how to 
make pad thai, riding an elephant and 
exploring the temples at Sukhothai 
was only the start. It was a chance for 
me to see the things I had spent the 
last few years learning about in uni- 
ity. 


THE PRIDE OF MY SUMMER TRAVEL 


came when | arrived in Cambodia and 
bought my three-day pass to the 
Angkor temples—a series of temples 
left behind from the Khmer empire 
hat controlled a large portion of 
theast Asia from the 9th to 15th 
tury. This UNESCO World Heritage 
is home to Angkor Wat, the 
orld’s largest single religious monu- 
ment. You can google it, or you can 
watch Tomb Raider with Angelina 
Jolie, which was filmed at Angkor, to 
get a visual 

I can tell you that it was the most 
influential experience of my life. I had 
done a term paper on the Angkor 
Empire during my undergrad, so with 
background knowledge on how the 
temples were built, the religious influ- 
ence in the design and what led to the 
fall of the Angkor Empire, J had an 
appreciation and expectation of these 
incredible ruins. While my travelling 
companions read a synopsis on 
Angkor from their Lonely Planet, | 
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walked around in awe at the magni- 
tude of each structure 

While my Asian studies classes had 
given me a foundation of knowledge, 
I could not fully appreciate what | had 
read in my history books until I 
crossed the moat and stood before 
Angkor Wat. 

The rest of that trip took me to the 
killing fields of Cambodia, to the Cu 
Chi tunnels and war crimes museum 
in Vietnam and back to the bridge on 
the River Kwai in Thailand. Meeting 
other travellers and hearing their sto- 
ries of South America and Europe 
made me realize how much more I 
had to see. That's the funny thing 
about backpacking: no matter how 
many places you've been, you can 
always find someone who has seen 
more than you have 

I understand that not everyone will 
have the opportunity to hike the Inca 
Trail or take a train from Vladivastok 
to St Petersburg, but I know that no 
picture in a book or Discovery Chan- 
nel documentary can reproduce the 
feeling of awe, wonder or achieve- 
ment that I have felt in the countries | 
have visited. I've watched the sunrise 
at the Taj Mahal and | can tell you that 
it was a morning that I will never for- 
get. | walked away thinking that I 
would love a man to build that for me 
(preferably not after I died giving birth 
to his 13th child). 


TRAVELLING OPENS YOUR EYES to a 





world that cannot be fully understood 
by reading international headlines or 
by watching the newest documentary 
on the independent film scene. 

I couldn't understand the extent of 
the AIDS crisis in Africa until I arrived 
in South Africa last September. I vol- 
unteered for two months for an 
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Edmonton-based organization called 
Edzimkulu, and the experience has 
opened my eyes to an epidemic 
plagued by cultural, economic and 
political factors that most of us in 
Canada simply can’t comprehend. | 
knew there was AIDS in Africa, but 
until I met a girl in kindergarten with 





AIDS, living with her grandmother 
because the disease had already 
taken her mother, I didn’t really 
understand what it meant for our 
society. 

While some of my travel memories 
have been a gut-check on how easy 
my life has been, I have had some of 
my most memorable and uplifting 
moments overseas. Last year I felt 
lost, I didn’t love my job and I had a 
Serious case of itchy feet. | jumped on 
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es, Z@ Avverta 














a plane to South Africa, and three 
months turned into seven as | made 
my way through Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Brunei, Borneo and India. 
Some people learn by working with 
their hands, some learn by reading 
and retaining information. lama 
visual learner. I can remember the 
first pictures of Angkor that I saw in 
my PACI 321A class at university. I 
remember the first time I learned 
about Borobudur, the largest Buddhist 


TRAINING 


monument in the world that was cov- 
ered by volcanic ash and rediscovered 
with the help of Thomas Stamford 
Raffles in 1814. | can remember when 
my teacher asked if anyone had been 
there and how jealous | felt when a 
girl in my class described her visit. 
This year, on a scorching hot day in 
January I made my way up the steps 
of Borobudur, years of envy replaced 
with a smile on my face. My experi- 
ence; however, was different than the 
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girl in my class. My blonde hair and 
white skin caused excitement and | 
spent an hour at the top posing for 
pictures, happy just to be there. 
Thanks to my most recent quarter- 
life-crisis travel adventure, I can cross 
a few must-sees off my list now and 
move onto the next ones ... Machu 
Picchu, Petra, the pyramids and the 
Kremlin. It’s unlikely that I will pursue 
a higher education beyond my under- 
graduate degree, but I know that, with 


Registered 


my ambitious travel plans, for the 
next 30 years | will continue to learn 
in the museums | stroll through, on 
the mountains I climb, and the won- 
ders of the world that take my breath 
away. 

I am proud of the degree and edu- 
cation I have under my belt, but I am 
also proud of the education I have 
received outside the classroom—the 
education I continue to receive on my 
travels overseas. v 
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_ Students at Kin 


JOEL SEMCHUK / joel @vueweokly.com 
ile others pour coffee, 
\ shelve books or work in 


one of Edmonton’s multi-_ 


tude of liquor stores, roughly half a 
dozen science students at the King’s 
University College in Edmonton will 
be working at the King’s Centre for 
Visualization in Science, developing 
ways to display complex, complicated 
scientific processes that are normally 
invisible to the naked eye. 

Under the direction of Brian Martin, 
a professor of mathematics, physics 
and astronomy, and Peter Mahaffy, 
himself a professor of chemistry, stu- 
dent employees become part of an 
interdisciplinary effort to make com- 
prehensive computer graphics part of 
science education. 

At the Centre, microscopic processes 
are brought to life through computer 
graphics in order to, as Martin puts it, 
“help people understand simple, subtle 
ideas in science.” Previous to Martin’s 
initiatives, unseen processes of all 
kinds—chemical, mechanical, biologi- 
cal—existed only in the imagination of 
the person doing the studying. Now, in 
Visualization Centre computer pro- 
grams, Martin and his team of student 
programmers allow students to clearly 
see the process in question, the actual 
innerworkings of microscopic process- 
€s in action, As Mahaffy explains it, he 
and his team develop “accurate mental 
models of what things look like at the 
molecular model.” 

While the concept represented by 
graphics may be straightforward 
enough, Mahaffy points out that they 
are “traditionally very difficult con- 
cepts to communicate in science.” 
They don’t all have to be microscopic, 
either. Mahaffy explains that the Cen- 
tre will “explore ways to visualize 
things that are difficult to see, either 
because they are too large, too small 
or too abstract.” 

Mahaffy has worked with comput- 
er-assisted modelling for 20 years, but 
he is quick to point out that the Cen- 
tre is the brainchild of Brian Martin, 
who, after 15 years now has “a place 
where I can attract very talented kids 
to work with me on developing visu- 
alizations.” 


AS FAR AS MARTIN KNOWS, nis 


department is unique in Canada, but 
enough competition exists in the Unit- 
€d States to warrant the creation of a 
uniform set of aesthetics by the Inter- 
national Union of Pure and Applied 
Chemistry. 


g's Universi 
imagination to the screen 
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Interest in Martin’s pragmatic graph- 
ics is high, and roughly two dozen visu- 
alization projects have been 
undertaken over the two years the 
department has been around. While he 
has not yet worked on a project for pri- 
vate industry, Martin claims he would- 
n't rule it out should the chance arise. 

For all of his success, Martin points 
out that he couldn't be where he is 
now without his student employees. 
“Alberta has excellent science educa- 
tion,” Martin says, “and we have some 
really outstanding students.” 

Martin stresses that computer skills 
aren't a requirement for working in 
the department “The real key for me is 
not necessarily even if they know how 
to program or have much experience 
with computing ... the real key is, are 
they naturally curious? Are they self- 
starters? Can they grab ahold of the 
problem and keep digging at it?” 

With six employees every year, 
Martin is continually changing his 
workforce as people graduate. “Lots 
of students go on to graduate work,” 
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Martin beams, and then adds how 
other students are now into computer 
chemistry, organic chemistry or even 
teaching. 

Second-year student Naomi Mahafiy 
(a product of Alberta’s science educa- 
tion), has only good things to say about 
the Centre. “I really like the people. I 
think they’re a lot of fun to work with, 
and you get to be really creative and 
you get to explore different ideas.” Her 
background is in biology and she is 
now focusing a little more on environ- 
mental sciences. While her first project 
might have been working with graphics 
for a physics problem involving walk- 


ing bugs, she also gets to do work that - 


is directly related to environmental sci- 
ences. “We're working on modelling 
that can show what the future will look 
like in different climate change scenar- 
ios,” she explains. “We created visual- 
izations that show what the world 
would look like under those different 
scenarios.” 

As a bonus, all of the hard work 
Mahaffy has put into environmental 
studies recently earned her a trip to 
New York for a climate change con- 
ference, all paid for by the King’s Uni- 
versity College. 
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MARTIN PREFERS to have a wide range 
of backgrounds in his employees 
“What we look for in students is not 
just computing science ... we try to hire 
a mixture from the natural sciences.” 

But the most important thing for 
Martin is how much imagination the 
student has. If you're willing to learn, 
Martin can teach you the program- 
ming aspect within three weeks to a 
month. Case in point: Mahaffy says 
her experience with computer pro- 
gramming amounted to a handful of 
courses in high school, but she has 
improved quite a bit in a short period 
of time. “I've learned a lot of program- 
ming ... I think I’ve gotten familiar 
with programming language. I’m still 
not an amazing programmer but I'm 
able to do the basics.” 

While she learns the computer side of 
the Centre’s graphic displays, Mahaffy's 
contributions remain heavily in the 
research and conceptual side. Even bet- 
ter, she explains how there’s no fixed 
schedule; as long as the work gets done 
you can work at your own pace 

Students being paid to develop 
materials to help other students learn 
is nothing new in academia, but 
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ty College bring the stuff of scientific 


Mahaffy stresses that it’s an opportu- 
nity to “get experience in problem- 
solving [and] working together OSS 
disciplines to produce materials 
Mahaffy’s experience has been the 
epitome of this potential. Herself a 
biologist, one of her projects 

“a flash learning object about i 
ratios and how those can be 1 
solve problems in chemistry. 











With all of the computer Tam- 
ming she’s learning, Naomi has plan 
on working there for the time 


she’s at school. “It is a great experi- 
ence,” she says, “a great learning 
Opportunity, a great chance to work 
with people who are excited a 
science and excited about program- 
ming.” As a bonus, all of the fun 
learning and creative application 
comes with a paycheque 


MAHAFFY'S environmental pursuits fit 


right in at the Visualization Centre, as 
a great deal of the Centre's efforts are 
directed towards the environment 
with the world’s complex and unique 
microscopic processes a dream 
for creative scientists seeking 
it all into computer graphics. 
This summer, students worked on a 
global carbon dioxide footprint model 
the Centre is developing several 
alizations based on climate cha 
and one of Mahaffy’s favourite proj- 
€cts was a graphic that showed how 
“greenhouse gases work to cause tro- 
pospheric warming ... at the molecu- 
lar level.” Martin also spoke fondly of 
the processes around carbon dioxide 
and solar heating, or, as he put it 
“what's happening at levels that are 
invisible so often." Thanks to Martin 
and Mahaffy, very young students 
could come to have an enhanced 
understanding of complex environ- 
mental issues as well as a deeper 
understanding of scientific proce 








orld 















application, it’s refreshing to know 
there's another place in science wt 
creative thought can be applied 

Martin and Mahaffy’s fortunate stu- 
dent employees’ learning has the 
potential to be much more profound 
than many other graduates: not only 
are they learning to think around their 
problems in order to bring them to life 
in computer graphics, but, by working 
with people from all over the scientific 
spectrum, they can enrich their cross- 
disciplinary knowledge as well. It's 
opportunity that you just can’t get 
serving coffee. vw 
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Commute to work by helicopter, punch the clock in a kayak 
DREAM JOBS ARE JUST AROUND THE MOUNTAIN AT ADVENTURE SKILLS TRAINING PROGRAM 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 
very once in a while, you 
E=: across a feature—on 
television or in the papers— 
about people who have these fan- 
tastic jobs. The kind of job you'd 
only dream of having. 

More often than not, one of the 
jobs featured involves some kind of 
exciting outdoor pursuit: heli-ski 
guide in the Monashees, rock-climb- 
ing guide in the Rockies, ski-kayaking 
guide in Belize ... something like that. 


= ADVENTURE 


Imagine, for a moment, how differ- 
ent it would be getting ready for work. 
Instead of putting on a slightly stained 
uniform, a suit and tie or a pair of 
uncomfortable heels, you wrap your- 
self in thermal undies and snow gear. 

And then there’s your commute to 
work. Instead of hopping onto the 
temperamental ETS or your rusty, 
old beater, you hop into a helicop- 
ter, fly through snow-capped moun- 
tains and land. From here you strap 
on some skis or a board and cut a 
virgin line down fluffy powder— 
being at the “office” would be like 
floating on a cloud. 





8) 


BRIAN BELL IS the coordinator of the 
Mountain Adventure Skills Training 
(MAST) program at College of the 
Rockies in Fernie, BC. When you walk 
into his office, you find the familiar 
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trappings of any instructor: desk full 
of papers, bookcases crammed with 
reference manuals. But something 
else stands out. He has also found 
room in his small office for his skis, a 


« wat 
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climbing rope and a couple of canoe 
paddles—tools of the trade. It’s the 
office of somebody who prefers to be 
outside 

And he finds kindred spirits in the 


he 


gS as =e 
university experi 
do you want? 
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yearly rotation of students who come 
through the school. 

“There's no typical student,” he 
explains. “Some have started degrees 
and found that they really want to be 
outside. Some have worked at resorts. 
Some see it as a way to further their 
schooling.” i 

Ages range, as well. Although the 
small class (a maximum of 24 stu- 
dents per year) is usually made up of 
19 to 30-year-olds, one past student 
(and current instructor) came in at 39 
after retiring from Olympic-level 
speed skating. A current student all 
the way from Ontario is young and 
has spent very little time doing 
extreme sports. Many of the people 
who come to the program, Bell says, 
have very little experience beyond 
camping and skiing. 

The MAST program is exactly like it 
sounds. Over an intense nine months, 
students learn everything from the 
summer sports of rock-climbing and 
white-water rafting to-the winter pur- 
suits of ice-climbing and ski-touring. 

There are, however, some class- 
room requirements that students need _ 
to broaden their outdoor experience. 
Classes like Risk Management explore 
legalities in adventure tourism and 
Entrepreneurship and Small Business 
Management helps students gain the 
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basics of starting and running their 
own businesses in the field. 

Finally, the students also come out 
of the program with many of the safe- 
ty certifications they need to be 
employable. Things like Wilderness 
First Aid, Helicopter Safety, Avalanche 
Awareness and Map/Compass Navi- 
gation gives students the tools that 
they need to survive their mountain 
adventures. 

According to Bell, for successful 
Students who go on into adventure 
tourism, the opportunities are ripe. 
Some, he says, ski patrol in the winter 
and raft guide in the summer. Others 
have gone on to work in adventure 
kids camps, and some snag the “win- 
ter dream job” of CAT-skiing or heli- 
skiing guides. 

Bell, who has been teaching at the 
school since 1994, also enjoys watch- 
ing his former students going on to be 
successful business owners in adven- 
ture tourism. A couple of the grads 
Started the first white-water rafting 
business in Fernie. 

The MAST program is also transfer- 
able to other institutions in British 
Columbia. Students can go on to gain 
a two-year diploma in Adventure 
Tourism at Golden's College of the 
Rockies Campus or a four-year degree 





in Adventure Tourism Management at 
Thompson Rivers University in Kam- 
loops. 


BELL HAS BEEN in adventure tourism 
for much of his adult life. Graduating 
from Lakehead University’s Outdoor 
Recreation program in the ‘80s, he 
went on to canoe guide in Ontario 
before guiding the Nahani River in the 
Northwest Territories. During the 
early ‘90s, he spent his winters as a 
ski-kayaking guide in Belize. 

While he definitely loves being on 
the water, after four winters in the 
tropics, he and his wife realized that 
they missed winter—particularly ski- 
ing, so they began looking for a ski 
town. Coming to Fernie on a friend's 
recommendation, things just fell into 
place. Bell found that the College of 
the Rockies was looking for an 
instructor in water sports, a job he 
took in ‘94, before becoming the 
MAST program coordinator in 1998. 

Like Bell, the other program 
instructors are seasoned professionals 
who all work in adventure tourism. 
They all share a deep love for being 
outside and for sharing that love with 
their students, and helping the willing 
to find an office in the wide outdoors 
of the Rockies. v 
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The closest you can get to being a self-taught university student 
U OF A’S INDIVIDUALIZED MAJOR LETS STUDENTS PICK THEIR OWN SUBJECT, AND MAKES THEM THINK 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweetly.com 

f you look over the bookshelf of 
| recent postgraduate, you're 

bound to find at least one shelf 
(usually the bottom) devoted to books 
that have no business being there. 
Why, exactly, does the unabashed 
postmodernist have an anthology of 
Restoration poetry? What's Prairie 
First Nations in the 18th and 19th Cen- 
turies doing next to a degree’s worth 
of chemistry textbooks? 

As much as we'd like to believe 
these kinds of anomalies are a testa- 
ment te the depth and breadth of a 
typical bachelor degree, more often 
than not they owe their spot on the 
shelf to something significantly more 
prosaic than an undying thirst for 
knowledge: degree requirements. Like 
it or not, for every bright-eyed student 
eager to explore John Donne's metri- 
cal genius, there are a solid dozen 
plopped into the class to round out 
their pre-1800 credits, if not because 
it worked better in their schedule than 
that 9 am sociology of religion course. 

Sitting through uninspiring require- 
ments might become a thing of the 
past for arts students at the University 
of Alberta, though, if more students 
find out about the Individualized 
Major. Essentially a create-your-own- 
degree program, it allows students to 
design their own specialized program, 
then fill it out with classes of their 
own choosing. 

“The individualized major is—well, 
it's basically whatever you want it to 
be,” says Catrin Berghoff, one of the 
first students to apply for the pro- 
gram, who graduated last year with a 
degree in International Development. 
“If you can come up with a concept 
and find the classes that fit, basically 
you can do it.” 


TRUTH BE TOLD, there is a bit more to 


it than that, but ultimately it's not par- 
ticularly more difficult than designing 
a schedule in a standard major/minor 
program. The major difference is that 
it first requires a choice of what's 
going to be studied: besides 
Berghoff's International Development 
degree, individualized programs in 
the past have ranged from explo- 
rations of literary theory to studies on 
consciousness, though the actual sub- 
ject is essentially limited only by the 
student's imagination and ambition 
From there, stud 
der to find classes that help them 
explore the theme. TI 
t entirely up the student, though 
equirement is that they select 
s from at least three different 
After that, the student 
a proposal to the Faculty of 
N eview the proposal, sug- 
dding or dropping classes as 
d and find a professor to help 
tudent 
ak explains, though 
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ring, the m impor- 
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= | INDIVIDUALIZED 
~ MAJOR 


nomics department at the U of A, 
Szostak introduced the Individualized 
Major program while he was Associ- 
ate Dean (Academic) of the Faculty of 
Arts, and remains one of the pro- 
gram’s biggest champions. According 
to him, though they felt choice was 
important, they wanted to make sure 
they were providing an alternative to 
students who wanted it, not just an 
escape route for people who couldn't 
choose a major. 

“It's a program that’s really only 
going to attract pretty highly motivat- 
ed students, people who really know 
what they want,” says Szostak. “Plus, 
we did put in a clause that prevents 
people from doing it ad hoc: you have 
to apply with more than 30 credits 
left, so we don’t have people with a 
mishmash of classes and are looking 
for a major.” 


SO LONG AS YOU'RE not attempting to 


pull a degree out of the credits you 
have behind you, though, you'll be 
able to enjoy everything creating your 
own program entails. And, though it 
should come as no surprise, the rea- 
sons for creating an Individualized 
Major are as diverse as the people 
designing them, 

For Berghoff, whose International 
Development degree is similar to pro- 
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grams offered at other universities, 
the Individualized Major was a 
chance to stay at the U of A while 
pursuing what she wanted to do. 

“| think I’m actually a bit boring in 
that way, in that I’m just doing some- 
thing that exists but they didn’t offer,” 
Berghoff, who created her degree 
from classes in economics, political 
science and sociology, explains. “But | 
knew after my first year that I wanted 
to do this, and I was actually about to 
transfer away from the U of A, when I 
saw this opportunity.” 

Szostak says Berghoff’s experience 
is common among the other students 
in Individualized Majors. 

“Several of them mentioned they 
probably wouldn't have stayed at the 
U of A if they didn’t have the chance 
to shape a program to what they 
wanted,” he says, “whether that 
meant going to another institution or 
leaving postsecondary altogether.” 

Gail Kelly falls firmly in the later 
category. A social worker who has 
spent much of her life working with 
the homeless in as hands-on an envi- 
ronment as you can get, she was 
looking for a chance to take the prac- 
tical knowledge she had already 
developed and apply it in a more aca- 
demic setting. 

“I basically went in there and said, 
‘This is what I’m working on, who can 
1 talk to about it?” explains Kelly, who 
combined aspects of psychology, phi- 
losophy and sociology into a study of 

consciousness that has had direct 
results in her everyday interactions 





with the people she is helping. “I 
always thought I'd be more produc- 
tive if I let what was actually happen- 
ing drive my work.” 


INDEED, PART OF THE APPEAL to almost 


every student in the program is the 
fact it allows them to focus on some- 
thing they care about—from helping 
the homeless to the development of 
literary criticism—without being 
bogged down by aspects of particular- 
ly disciplines that are, at best, only 
tangentially related to their concerns. 

“These days, what you do is you 
study a discipline, but I don’t think a 
lot of people are interested in disci- 
plines, they're interested in issues,” 
says Berghoff. “What you want to be 
able to do is take an issue that you 
care about and really examine it from 
every different perspective: you want 
to take every bit of knowledge from 
every different discipline and apply it 
to the issue. 

“So, instead of studying 30 issues 
with one set of tools,” she continues, 
“you're going to study one issue with 
a multitude of tools, and learn every- 
thing about it.” 

One of the side benefits of using so 
many different tool kits is how it helps 
students approach issues with a criti- 
cal mind. As Szostak explains, one of 
the emphasizes of the Individualized 
Major—no matter what kind of pro- 
gram students are taking—is examin- 
ing how the disciplines differ in their 
approaches to similar subjects. It’s 
essentially the kind of critical thinking 
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skills that university—particularly arts 
programs—are supposed to be teach- 
ing students, but frequently overlook. 

“We have a tendency as professors 
to focus on material: there's a lot of 
material out there, and we really want 
students to get it all,” Szostak, a self- 
described “hardcore interdisciplinari- 
an,” says. “We can all be a bit more 
reflective, though;and along with 
that, we should be teaching students 
a skill set they can use to analyze the 
material. We all do that to an extent, 
but I think we can benefit from mak- 
ing it more explicit. 

"The thing is, we're not just training 
our students for jobs, we're training 
them for life,” continues Szostak. 
“Life is inherently interdisciplinary. | 
think having practiced those skills of 
thinking about the different perspec- 
tives people are bringing to a subject, 
and critiquing those and trying to take 
the best insight that comes from each 
is a fairly valuable life skill.” 

Berghoff agrees. 

“No matter what you're going to do, 
you're going to need to see the whole 
picture: it’s not enough to know just 
what you think any more: you have to 
know why, too,” she explains. “As uni- 
versity exists right now, we’re shown 
sides of the picture, but you have to 
kind of pick sides: you pick a major 
and pick your sides. 

“| think it’s important that we real- 
ize that this way of thinking is out of 
date, and it doesn't really help us 
solve the problems we have in today’s 
world,” Berghoff continues. “Ultimate- 
ly, a discipline is an instrument: you 
use it to do something specific, and 
it's dangerous to use it as a way of 
looking at everything in your life.” 


ULTIMATELY, THOUGH, whether you're 


interested in exploring the relation- 
ships between different ways of look- 
ing at the world, searching for 
something more practical or perhaps 
just trying to emulate Will Shortz—the 
editor of the New York Times cross- 
word and star of the documentary 
Wordplay, who graduated from Indi- 
ana University with a self-created 
degree in enigmatology (the study of 
puzzles)—the Individualized Major 
offers something decidedly different 
from the standard, faculty-designed 
course programs. And if testaments 
from those involved with it are any 
indication, vive le difference. 

“If I was in charge, I would force 
everyone to take this kind of course,” 
says Berghoff, disregarding the fact 
that goes somewhat contrary to the 
spirit of the program. 

Szostak, meanwhile, thinks that, 
though it may only be right for certain 
students, it’s invaluable for those that 
take it. 

“For students that really want to do 
something different, it means an awful 
lot,” he says, before pointing out just 
one of the many perks of the program. 
“You know, they all had to come up 
with a five- or six-word title, and that 
title actually appears on their degree, 
which is pretty cool, I think.” v 
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Management 
Bachelor of Management 


‘Leadership *Marketing * Human Resources ° Cryptography * Ethics or law * i is cena research faculty 
‘ : “ : * Strong management focus using best practices and standards for 

* Private & Public Sector Orientation ; aaa ; ; 
security * Collaborative input into design 


* Management Competencies 
Ph: 780-413-7831 
managementsciences.concordia.ab.ca 


Public Health 


Bachelor of Environmental 
Health (after degree) 


¢ Community Involvement ¢ Practical skill development 





CONCORDIA 


¢ Work experience * Expert Instructors 
Ph: 780-413-7812 td University College of Alberta 


www.envirohealth.concordia.ab.ca A ee 
You can do that here. 
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UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 


FACULTY OF EXTENSION 


Extension has what you’re looking for this winter and 


Loo oking for part-time study? 


nung Education (CACE} 


780. 492. 7237 - aps achiMtadiiaaifaetn: ca 


The CACE program is designed to meet the growing need for 
formal education and training by developing and enriching the 
knowledge and level of competence of those practicing in the field 
of adult education. 


780. 492. 3027 ° 5 email: busprog@ualberta. ca 


Today's world of work is a complex place. Keeping up with the 
pace of change requires a sense of perspective, an understanding 
of how everything fits together. You also need the tools to 
manage your own destiny. 








Invest some time in your future. Our certificates, citations, seminars 
and workshops can help you achieve your goals — whether you 
want to manage your own investment portfolio, build a better 
résumé or increase your value and influence on the job. 


* Management Development Certificate 

* Management Development Certificate for Police Services 

¢ Human Resources Management Certificate 

* Information Technology Management Certificate 

* Security Management Certificate 

* Professional designations in such areas as accounting, 
purchasing and management 


Business Citation 
780.492.5066 * email: busprog@ualberta.ca 


© Supervisory Development Program 
* Professional Sales Program 
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* Courses on management, finance, human resources, 
and personal financial planning 





a 
“~~ 
MEW This program will be of interest to Business and 
____ Project Managers who seek solutions for process improve- 
- ee ‘ment and organizational changes as well as Systems 
— Analysts who need to bridge the gap between business 
_ processes and technical requirements. 
-> 


“J “Communications (Graduate Studies) 
Master of Arts in Communications & Technology 
780.492.1538 © email:mact@ualberta.ca 


What are the knowledge and skills needed to communicate 
in the new digital workplace? The University of Alberta’s 
innovative Master of Arts in Communications & Technology 
is the answer to that question: a part-time, online graduate 
program designed for working professionals. Don’t give up 
your busy career to get the leading-edge training you need 
for success in the new economy. Combine the benefits of 
classroom interaction with online convenience. Part-time 
study — full-time learning. 


780.492.5532 © email: cst@ualberta.ca 


Become an effective administrator of construction projects 
in a wide range of sectors in the economy. Whether you work 
in construction, design, project management, manufacturing 
‘and supply, development or real estate, you will benefit from 
this application of administrative and technical concepts, 

principles and practices to your role in the construction field. 


English Program 
780.492.3036 ° 780.492.7438 
email: elpinfo@ualberta.ca 


Discover a whole new world by studying English at the 
University of Alberta, from English basics to pronunciation 
enhancement to university-level English. Small class size 
means you get lots of opportunity to practice with students 
from around the world. Both intensive day and part-time 
evening courses are offered year-round. 


Environmental Resource Management 
780.429.5532 ¢ email erm@ualberta.ca 

This program explores the critical ideas and developments 
that affect your organization's environmental performance. The 
ERM program examines several areas, including: air, water 
and soil processes, environmental monitoring, biotechnology, 
instrumentation and experimental design. 





CALL TO REGISTER: 


780.492.3109 or 780.492.3116 


Fine Arts 
780.492.3093 * 780.492.9448 
email: liberalstudies@ualberta.ca 


Develop your creative expression with a solid grounding 
in the fundamentals of art through our Fine Arts Certificate. 
Offering studio instruction with professional artists, 
critique and practice, the program helps you build a 
Portfolio reflective of your artistic vision and mastery. 


Government Studies 
780.492.5052 © Toll Free 1.877.686.4625 
email: govstudy@ualberta.ca 


Local Government Certificate 


Integrate theory and practice to better understand local 
government administration. Distance delivery with online 
components offers flexibility as well as personal contact 
with the instructor and other students. 


Applied Land Use Planning Certificate (ALUP) 


The ALUP Certificate gives you a solid understanding of 
the fundamentals of the Alberta planning environment, 
including legislation, policy and technical issues. 


information Access and Protection 

of Privacy Certificate (APP) 

IAPP focuses on the ideas, structures and processes 
that define appropriate administration of access and 
privacy legislation at a municipal, provincial and federal 
level in Canada. The program aims to develop and enhance 
managerial leadership in the access and privacy field. 


Languages 


780.492-3093 * 780.492.9448 
email: liberalstudies@ualberta.ca 


Spanish Language Certificate 


Whether you plan to vacation or to do business in Spanish- 
speaking countries, our Spanish Language Certificate 
Program opens up a world of opportunities. Learn Spanish 
in intimate classes formatted in short modules that let you 
begin at whatever level suits your skills. 


Also available this winter: 


e Arabic »* Chinese (Mandarin) 
*German ¢ttalian © Japanese 


© French 
* Portuguese 


Music, Arts and Humanities 
780.492.3093 ° 780.492.9448 
email: liberalstudies@ualberta.ca 


“Develop interest in life as you see it in people, things, 
literature, music — the world is so rich, simply throbbing 
with rich treasures, beautiful souls and interesting people.” 
— Henry Miller 


Explore the arts and humanities to develop both your 
critical and creative faculties and reach a greater under- 
standing of the world around you. 


Occupational Health & Safety 


780.492.3037 * email: nimmi.dua@ualberta.ca 
Toll Free 1.800.808.4784 


Health and safety is a growing field in the workplace. 
Learn the competencies needed to plan, implement and 
evaluate occupational health and safety programs and 
systems in a wide variety of workplace settings and 
on-the-job situations. 


Residential Interiors 
780.492.3093 * 780.492.9448 
email: liberalstudies@ualberta.ca 


Unique in Western Canada, the Residential Interiors 
Certificate is recognized as an excellent university level 
Program incorporating the principles of fine arts, architecture 
and business. Offering theory, practice and industry-specific 
instruction, this program will enhance your current practice 
or help you pursue a new career in residential interior 
decorating. 


Educational Travel 
780.492.5012 © 780.492.9448 
email: brad.wuetherick@ualberta.ca 


Be adventurous while you learn and focus on themes such as 
culture, history and music. Our trips provide pre-tour and 
on-site lectures by a subject specialist. Upcoming tours 
include New York Art and Opera, Feb. 27 to Mar. 2, 2008 
or Roman and Medieval England, Apr. 11 to Apr. 26, 2008. 


Writi { Editi 
780.492.3093 * 780.492.9448 
email: liberalstudies@ualberta.ca 


Explore the clear expression of ideas, create interesting 
characters that amuse, write poetry that has meaning to 
others, or move from pen to print or the Internet. Guided 
by professional! writers, many of whom have won awards 
our writing courses will help you transform your thoughts 
into effective and inspired writing. 


Looking for more. 
information? 


cat 492.1218 
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JARTS 
U of A has power suits fit for a Qing 
DRESSED TO RULE OPENS UP THE MACTAGGART COLLECTION 


y 





MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 


| hat are these robes 
telling us?” muses 
John Vollmer as he 


surveys the stately silk gowns, 
painted folios and elaborate jewelry 
splayed across the dim and cozy 
Gallery A. “They're a vision for con- 
trol of the universe.” 

Dressed To Rule is explicitly 
about being garbed for power. 
Vollmer, a scholar with a specialty in 
East Asian textiles and art, curated 
this first exhibition drawn from The 
Mactaggart Collection, an exquisite 
group of several hundred pieces 
assembled by an Edmontonian phil- 
anthropic powerhouse couple and 
donated to the U of A in 2005. 

Volimer is a longtime friend of the 
collection. Sandy and Cécile Mactag- 
gart approached him almost three 
decades ago, when the curator put 
together a show at the Royal Ontario 
Museum on Chinese textiles. The 
couple had been collecting since the 
1960s, enchanted by a Chinese silk 
robe that became a memento of 
their courtship. “Cécile wore them 
when she was pregnant,” Vollmer 
recounts. “Maternity wear was 
ghastly then, and she said they made 
her feel graceful and elegant.” 

The collection had progressed, 
and the couple wanted professional 
advice on where to take it. “By the 
80s, they knew well this material 
had a purpose beyond acquisition. It 
was beautiful, significant and their 
passion, and they wanted it to find a 
broader audience,” Vollmer recalls. 
“It was charming and humbling to 
hear collectors talk about custodial 


THROUGH DEC 15 

DRESSED 10 RULE: 18TH 
CENTURY COURT ATTIRE IN 
THE MACTAGGART ART 


CURATED BY JOHN VOLLMER 
GALLERY A, MAIN FLOOR, TELUS CENTRE OFA 


function.” 

In consultation with Vollmer, the 
Mactaggarts continued to grow their 
collection, making key acquisitions in 





London and other major centres of 
dealership and recording provenance 
and other archival information that 
would ensure that the developing col- 
lection would be worthy of academic 
interest. 

“From the beginning, there were 
pieces that sang to them,” Vollmer 
notes. “But they also looked at a cura- 
torial standpoint.” 


BY THE MILLENNIUM, the Mactaggarts 


were ready to part with their creation. 


Bullough and Corey grow up in 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
ow just might be the perfect 
Ne for Kevin Corey and Chris 
Bullough to be portraying a 
pair of bickering brothers. 

“We figured it out, and by the time 
the year ends, we’ll have actually 
spent more than half of it working 
together,” Corey explains as he leans 
back in his seat before sharing a 
knowing glance with his lanky, goa- 
teed partner. “And actually, I don’t 
think we’ve ever played two charac- 
ters who've gotten along.” 

From last spring's Bird Brain at 
the Citadel, through the River City 
Shakespeare festival and now to the 


HU, HOV 1- SUN NOV'B 
CHOKE 


DIRECTED BY MARIANNE COPITHORNE 
WAITTEN BY CATHLEEN ROOTSAERT 
STARRING KEVIN COREY, CHRIS BULLOUGH, MARA- 


WH AYAN 
AOXY THEATRE (107 12481), $19-$27 


PREVUE 


world premiere of Cathleen Root- 
saert’s Choke (and eventually 
through to the Citadel’s version of A 
Christmas Carol), Corey and Bul- 
lough have developed the kind of 
loose, jocular chemistry perfectly 
suited to the pair of incessantly 
squabbling slacker siblings they'll be 


portraying. As Bullough explains, 
though, the pair’s relationship off 
the stage is almost superfluous, 
thanks to Rootsaert’s script. 

“She just has the brother relation- 
ship down,” Bullough says as his face 
ecstatically stretches, his bare enthu- 
siasm almost too much for his skin to 
contain. “That thing brothers do 
where they just know exactly where 
to poke. Like, ‘Here's your weak spot, 
and I'm just going to stick it in there 
and twist.’ I think she really under- 
stands that’s almost unconscious, 
too—you’re not even trying to do it 
sometimes, it just comes so naturally 
that you can’t help it.” 
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ARTS 


OTHELLO / 40 Say 





PRAIRE ARTSTERS / 42 (jeg. 


Sandy had been a provost at the U of 
A, and his relationship with the insti- 
tution broke ground on a deal that 
saw the school take over custody of 
the collection and establish the China 
Institute, which fosters academic rela- 
tionships with the Asian giant. 

“Universities use the ‘world class’ 
term frequently,” Vollmer contends, 
“but this collection is—there isn’t one 
better. The Palace Museum in Beijing 
and the Met in New York are not even 
better. There are paintings and cos- 
tumes that only exist here.” 

Which is why Vollmer's task was 
both arduous and delightful: how do 
you introduce a spectacular collection 
you're so familiar with? 

It could have easily been a “great- 
est hits” show, with more dazzle 
than focus—especially on a collec- 
tion spread across centuries—but 
Vollmer’s inner scholar won out, 
and he knit together a show that 
shows his favourites, launches the 
collection itself and gives viewers 
the Rosetta stone to interpreting 
messages implicit in this finery by 
focusing on a specific context. 
Dressed To Rule deals with messages 
of power, loyalty, kinship, authority 
and hierarchy at the apex of sophis- 
tication in a rigidly stylized court 
with great political intrigue under- 
pinning the lavish displays. 


THE MANCHU QING dynasty was the 
final ruling clan of the Chinese 
empire. Ethnically, they were a minor- 
ity in the diverse multicultural popula- 
tion they ruled. Their robes are cut in 
the nomadic Manchurian style, but 
decoration was Chinese, and the 


Choke 


THE PERILS OF THAT unconscious 
needling become evident in Choke 
when the brothers—Dylan (Corey), 
who still lives in mom’s house, and 
Gary (Bullough), who's had the same 
job at Superstore for 15 years—have 
to begin taking care of their mother 
(Maralyn Ryan) after she suffers a 
debilitating stroke. All of a sudden, 
petty fights about who’s the bigger 
loser become monumental fights 
about what to do with their half-para- 
lyzed and incoherent mother—and, 
just like their arguments, the boys 
begin to grow up, too. 

“The play is really about accepting 
that you have to take on some 


iconography even more reaching 

"This was about the absolute con 
trol and supremacy of the Empero; 
He was Son of Heaven, their repre 
sentative on earth, and a unive;s;\ 
ruler—a secular role in a piou 
realm,” Vollmer explains. “These gar- 
ments are ‘perfection’—they had |. 
be. There’s an extravagant luxuyy 
here we don’t have a sense of today 
in fashion. The nearest thing would 
be couture, but this is so much more 
These robes communicate status, 
rank and ability.” 

Vollmer points out one robe that, 
when the wearer was positioned co1 
rectly in Beijing’s Forbidden City, |ii- 
erally made him the centre of the 
universe, abetted by elements, cardi 
nal points and other iconography in 
layers of robes. Even hidden symbols 
deep inside were crucial to the cor- 
rectness of the court’s place in the 
universe, 

The ruler also had patriarchal obli- 
gation—he dressed thousands across 
his empire with the same attention 
that went into his own wardrobe 
There were summer and winter cos- 
tumes for concubines, uncles, chil- 
dren, dignitaries, functionaries, wives, 
and other court members, in three 
levels of formality. The splendour had 


to be present but expressed differently 


in each wardrobe. 

“Plus accessories!” adds Vollmer 
Beads, headgear, slippers, earrings— 
all these had messages too. “It was a 
complicated and fraught system, the 
last great sumptuary court, the most 
comprehensive and for the final time. 
It was a real statement about social 
engineering.” w 


responsibility,” explains Corey. “Noth- 
ing has really changed for these guys 
for 15 years; they've been in kind of 4 
rut since their dad died, Lthey have 
a lot of dreams—or does, any- 
way—but can't really to get it 
together enough to actually act on 
them. Then, all of sudden, something 
changes, in a really big way.” 

“In a weird way, the stroke is 
almost the best thing that ever hap- 
pened to them,” adds Bullough. “! 
mean, not that a stroke would ever 
really be a good thing, but they need- 
ed something to get them out of that 
Tut, and that’s just really a life-chang- 
ing kind of experience.” w 









‘as the main character in Work- 
West's Stuck. Zotter is almost 
thing like Jack, a broken-down, 
down-on-his-luck, drug-addicted 
actor. Nevertheless, the role has been 
his for five TS. 
ere’s no evidence that 
he's indulged in any “method” tactics, 
inhabiting the role in real time. Actu- 
ally, he’s almost unnervingly healthy 
¥ and enthused about his press junket 
moming. 

“vancouver is so beautiful today,” 
he says. “I've had a triple Americano 
and yesterday I climbed Grouse 
Mountain. I can hardly move today!” 

The primary reason, other than a 
natural joie de vivre, for the play, is the 
opportunity to finally perform in 
edmonton, “the theatre Mecca of 
Canada,” at Workshop West—now run 
by Zotter’s National Theatre School 
chum Michael Clark. 

"We've got that whole Alma Mater 
thing going on. But what's really great 
_ is that he’s in charge of a theatre 

that’s struggled to represent wonder- 

ful work,” explains Zotter. “There are 
all these great voices that fight to just 
get by and stay above the water. 

Workshop West is a theatre that 


THU NOW 2- SAT, NOW 10 (8 Ph) 


DIRECTED BY ROB MOFFATT 

WRITTEN BY DAVID RUBINOFE 
STARRING FRANK ZOTTER 

THIRD SPACE (11516-10381), $18/$23 


should flourish.” 
He sees this remount of Stuck as 


a world of beat poetry 





doing its bit to succour the company 
while, at the same time, bringing a 
new voice to Edmonton audiences. 
Stuck was first presented at Toronto's 
Theatre Passe Muraille before it won 
rave reviews Off-Broadway. 

The play is a Beat-infused mael- 
strom of images, chance encounters, 
beauty and ugliness as it navigates 
one desperate day in Jack’s life. He 


tries to score, meets up with a mad 
Irishman, a horny num and encoun- 
ters both William S Burroughs and 
Alan Ginsberg in the unlikeliest of 
places. For Zotter, the near-exotic 
nature of Beat poetry—it has been 50 
years since Kerouac et al turned the 
world on its ear, after all—enhances 
the theatricality of the whole affair. 

“In using Beat, [David Rubinoff has] 
found a really clever theatrical device. 
That high gets infused to a whole new 
level,” says Zotter. “It enhances the 
drug trip; puts it in a new realm and it 
helps the progression in one way. It’s 
kind of like opera—when can't say it, 
you sing it. There are places of cathar- 
sis that shift into beat and the beat 
releases them.” 


WITHIN THE ROLLERCOASTER to damna- 


tion, there’s a lot of humour—but, says 
Zotter, the underlying themes are pret- 
ty terrifying, and as he’s matured with 
the role aspects haunt him more now 
than they ever did. 

“This guy is so desperate he’s will- 
ing to sell himself for a joint ‘laced 
with special no-name, man-made 
shit,’” he says. “We're upping the drug 
addiction in this remount, trying to 
address what’s happening around 
us—the problems with meth and 
crack. His addiction was always 
extreme to me in the past, but now 


it’s more scary’ 

There is redemption, too, a flower 
blooming amid the detritus of cast-off 
humanity and petty indifference 

“T think that ultimately actions, not 
purposes, turn this play and its inten- 
tion to speak its message louder and 
clearer. This guy is trying to find his 
feet, to push his crutches away—and 
he has so many crutches,” says Zotter. 
“The older | get, the more I see how 
pathetic addiction is. The play also 
talks about how artists are treated 
how often they're sold on street. It 
also gives a voice to the voiceless 

Moreover, despite not living the 
role 24/7, the dictates of this script 
are unavoidable 

"It’s really a great study in the actor 
submitting to the writing,” he notes 
“The Beat poetry carries me like a 
wave; it’s a real thread spiralling with 
the character. It’s quite the trip, I gotta 
tell you.” 

For Zotter, though, ultimately the 
action in the play, like most great the- 
atre, boils down to the deepest 
desires that animate people even in 
the midst of despair. 

"There's a strong heart of hope that 
beats loudly in this play,” he says. “It’s 
buoyant about rising above all the 
quick fixes. It's about how to look from 
a higher perspective and the hope to 
stand on your own to be free." wv 








Sexial farce is What the Butler Saw 


PAUL BLINOY / blinav@vueweekly.com 
on Jenkins apologizes repeat- 
Re for being late to our ren- 
evous, but it’s impossible to 
hold a few minutes of waiting against 
the guy—he has enough work ahead 
of him already. Directing a show is a 
nerve-wracking experience, but when 
you're all too aware that the original 
run was critically panned and greeted 
with disgust, the job gets that much 
more daunting. 

Still, Jenkins is determined to have 
Studio Theatre's presentation of What 
the Butler Saw receive a sunnier 
reception than the British farce’s pre- 
miere back in 1969. That was two 
years after the playwright, Joe Orton, 
was murdered by a lover, and audi- 
ences then were appalled by all of the 
steamy content within the play. Now, 
almost four decades down the road, 
Jenkins has high hopes that modern 
audiences will be much more accept- 
ing of the comedy. , 
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DIRECTED BYRON JENKINS 
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"J don’t think audiences expected 
what they were going to see [back 
then],” Jenkins admits with a laugh. 
“1 think we hear the stuff [that’s] in 
the play daily on Jerry Springer, but 
back then, it was shocking. Orton 
was not only a farcer of social 
mores, but political [ones as well]. 
He was taking the piss out of every- 
one possible, and | don't think the 
public was ready for it in 1969. I 
think we're ready for it now.” 

What the Butler Saw follows per- 
verted Dr Prentice’s attempt to get a 
prospective secretary naked and his 
subsequent scramble to hide it from 


PREVUE 





his wife. His wife, however, is trying 
to conceal her own adulterous affair 


with a bellboy—an encounter the 
boy's using to blackmail her for the 
secretarial position. With a govern- 
ment official and sergeant also inves- 
tigating the clinic, the show is a 


Sheri Barclay 


director's nightmare of split-second 
comedy, switching identities and 
clothing removed. 


BUT IF THERE'S anyone prepared for 


the daunting job, it's Jenkins. The 
Edmonton-based directing power- 


INTRODUCING 


INTRALASE » 


house is one of four short-listed nom- 
inees for the 2007 Siminovitch Prize 
in Theatre, which will net him $75 
000, if he wins, and a further $25 000 
for a theatrical organization of his 
choosing 

Despite his nomination, Jenkins 
isn’t letting the possibility of winning 
a gigantic cash prize get to his head 
he’s just trying to keep focused on 
drawing every drop of comedy out of 
What the Butler Saw’s script to ensure 
it escapes the critical panning that the 
original run garnered. Not that it’s an 
easy thing to do; he’s still a little wor- 
ried about the audience. 

"It's hard, because there’s expecta- 
tions that people are going to laugh,” 
Jenkins says. “In a play that isn’t billed 
as a comedy, there are no expecta- 
tions; you're just telling the story, and 
wherever that lands, it lands. But 
there’s so many expectations ona 
comedy; if there's crickets, you're kind 
of fucked.” v 
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SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweelly.com 
4 T's very daunting. You have a 
[== in your mind for such a 
long time, and then it gets out 
and you can actually see what you've 
been thinking,” says choreographer 
Kirk Peterson of his world premiere, 
Othello, which he created recently 
for Alberta Ballet. 

“We have a sense of how it runs 
now,” Peterson says on the phone 
from Calgary where the full-length 
production opened last weekend to 
excellent reviews. “So we're looking 
at it to see where to adjust, embellish 
or streamline all those things that 
come into play to make the ballet 
flow.” 

When he saw the first rough draft, 
Peterson was satisfied that the ballet, 
which had been a full year in the 
making, was what he had anticipated. 

But he was also exhilarated, and 
couldn't sleep at night thinking about 
the choreography and details con- 
cerning finishing touches. Those noc- 
tural dances involved combining the 
choreography with music, set, cos- 
tume and colour design, all of which 
was inspired by an interesting clash of 
cultures found in the play. 

“Everyone is from Venice, except 
Othello, who is from Africa,” he 
explains. “So for some of the design, 
we looked at continental Africa—the 
whole wonderful colour and smell of 
African life. And the colours of all the 
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Egyptian spices—we thought that 
would be an interesting point of 
departure for the colour palette.” 

Interestingly, Egypt was where the 
handkerchief, which was used to 
deceive Desdemona and her husband 
Othello, originated. 


WHILE THERE HAVE BEEN numerous 
attempts to transform the 
Shakesperean play into dance—Peter- 
son himself created a shorter version 
of Othello 20 years ago for the San 
Fransico Ballet.—Peterson says that 
these works are often simplified adap- 
tations of the play. 

“People often pare it down to what 
they can show choreographically and 
still acquire the story. I’ve tried the 
opposite approach by including as 
much as possible,” he explains. “In 
fact, I think that if you know the play 
really well, you'll see things in it that 
are quite subtle that would only be 
obvious to people who know some of 
the dialogue.” 

Not that Peterson has created 
something that only connoisseurs of 
Shakespeare can appreciate. 


www.seatbeltbags.com 
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“What I'm trying to do is create 
something that everyone could enjoy,” 
he says. “It takes you ona very inter- 
esting dramatic journey. It’s very 
strong on a multi-layered level. So as 
a larger picture it works quite well. 

“But still, 1 think it was hard to 
compress and translate it into dance 


Quiet Vimy 


EVA MARIE CLARKE / evamarie@vueweekly.com 

t's the moments of stillness 
Ee sear. As the four Canadian 

soldiers prepare to take on the 
looming ridge which is about to be 
seared into a national collective 
conscience, there is a lull in the 
bombardment, and a lark sings. It’s 
human, unforgettable, and the kind 
of delicate touch which renders Vern 
Thiessen’s drama Vimy lyrical where 
bombast could reign. 

Directed by James MacDonald on a 
Stage of dirt, Vimy is a testament to 
the power of remembrance, the 
anchor of identity and the solace of 
memory. Each of the soldiers in this 
unnamed field hospital must 
painstakingly reassemble their frac- 
tured memories and the bloody pieces 
of their souls left in the mud of No 
Man’s Land. They are attended by 
Claire (Daniela Vlaskalic), a no-non- 
sense Nova Scotian nurse who, cho- 
tus-like, surveys their struggles, 
commenting on the tide of a war lap- 
ping at sanity and ebbing from an 
emotional wasteland. 

The soldiers are a motley lot, hail- 
ing from each part of Canada—Mike 
(Sheldon Elter), from the Blood 
reserve near Lethbridge, Jean-Paul 
(Vincent Hoss-Desmarais), the 
butcher's son from Montreal’s East- 
end, Sid (Phil Fulton) is a cocky lad 
from Winnipeg and the taciturn Will 
(Matt Busby) hails from northern 
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form,” he continues. “There are large 
sections which are difficult to describe 
in dance vocabulary.” 

However, Peterson says that Alber- 
ta Ballet—which he lauds as a “real 
choreographer's company’—offered a 
relatively stress-free environment that 
made the creative process run 


smoothly. 

“When I go into a studio | like the 
dancers to be like a blank slate, to 
give themselves over to the choreo- 
graphic process—and they did that 
beautifully! It feels like it’s a company 
effort, and that’s what's been very sat- 
isfying about it." w 


is powerful as memory 
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REVUE 


BY VERN THIESSEN 

DIRECTED BY JAMES MACDONALD 

STARRING MAT BUSBY, SHELDON ELTER, 
VINCENT HOSS-DESMARAIS, DANIELA VLASKALIC 
ee THEATRE (9828 - 101A AVE}, 


Ontario. They are young, naive, 
fuelled by an innocent sense of hon- 
our, animated by the desire to be 
part of something bigger, better, 
more hopeful than their quiet lives at 
home. As the story unfolds, with 
each vignette of life at home segue- 
ing into the welter of dirt and blood 
that is war, the petty prejudices of a 
young nation burst forth as well. 
French vs English, First Nations vs 
immigrant—a Dominion struggling 
to assert its identity in front of its 
mother nations. 


THIESSEN’S LANGUAGE is elegiac, 
spare and elegant. Without too much 
fuss, he builds to a shattering climax 
as the battle takes hold and all sense 
of sanity is lost. He’s also built in so 
many reminders of humanity—a 
warm hand saving a blinded soldier, 
a young lover's tender teasing of his 
“beady-eyed” darling, the unifying 
force of hockey scores. Vimy is not 
without its flashes of humour 
amongst the horror. 


Bretta Gerecke and Narda Ma 
Carroll's design—a looming whit 
backdrop, split in two by a tangle o! 
trees, eerily resembling the late 
monument—is an endlessly accon 
modating set that morphs from bo: 
alis-lit mountaintop to beach | 
battlefield under the constantly 
changing, evocative lights. Some-™ 
how Gerecke has managed to light 
the battle scenes in such a way as to 
give them the grainy monochromatic 
feel of ancient film. It’s unsettling 
and compliments James MacDon- 
ald’s highly stylized, always truth{ul 
directorial concept. He's not sc 
much concemed with the immediale 
replication of wounds and shell 
shock, but rather the’ lacerations 
beneath, There is a calmness su! 
rounding the finely attenuated pe! 
formances that implodes like 4 
shuddering breath at the play's end 
And the ensemble delivers portrails 
that will haunt an after-theatre co! 
fee—Elter’s dignified stoicism and 
poignant sorrow, Hoss-Desmarais $ 
broken gentleness, Busby’s quic! 
heartbreak, Fulton’s unshakeable 
faith in love. Vlaskalic’s Claire and 
Billy MacLellan’s Laurie, a myste!!- 
ous phantom-like soldier, provide 4 
dramatic pivot, and deliver some °! 
Vimy's most wrenching moments 

Quiet and powerful as memory 
Vimy will enwrap and follow you !ong 
after the clapping has dwindled. v 
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Crowded into the badly lit corner of the 
Ortona Building last Thursday evening, a 
gaggle of Edmonton's arts community 
filled the room for a question and answer 
period over yet another new arts grant. 

A joint initiative by Canada Council 
for the Arts and the Alberta Foundation 
for the Arts, the Alberta Creative Devel- 
opment Initiative was announced earlier 
this year as a total of $6 million to be 
doled out over the next three years. 
With new money pooled from endow- 
ment funds, and with a poor track record 
of Alberta-based applications to the 
Canada Council, the ACDI seems to be 
the small boost our arts-funding- 
depraved province needs. 

A bonus for the little guys, only small 
to midsize organizations with less than $2 
million in operating capacity are quali- 
fied—meaning the bigwigs such as as 
Alberta Ballet or The Fringe are ineligible 
for these funds. Individuals recognized as 
professional artists can apply to up to 
$20 000, and registered non-profit organi- 
zations can receive up to $30 000. Even 
the peer assessment committee will be 
mostly Alberta-based with limited nation- 
al and international presence to over- 
come any regional mistranslations. And 
first-time Canada Council or AFA grant 
applicants and the often miscategorized 
field of interartistic disciplines will be 


Last Night Productions presents 


Dust by Mark Stubbings. 
A dark comedy about the last thing we all go 


through - death - as seen through the eyes of 


Vault: Theatre of Invention and Isis 
Productions present a new solo 
performance by Melissa Thingelstad 


tly Water Theatre presents 
ng with Kiefer by Sam Varteniuk 


Join Lou Diamond Phillips, Kiefer Sutherland 
> cast of Young Guns for a look back 


at the 80’s, the buddy flick, and the 
possibilities of what could have been. 
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given priority. 

Along with this year's Cultural Capital 
grants that are still being administered, 
professional artists with project ideas are 
(theoretically) living off the fat of the 
land—for the moment. The ACDI is new, 
but is just another line of project grants 
restricted to the production of Albertan 
projects. The funds are not permitted for 
building operational capacities or to build 
up administration. Basically, the fat of the 
land is for now and will be used now— 
and not for creating the infrastructure 
that artists so desperately need to sus- 
tain their practice. 


WITHOUT INFRASTRUCTURE, artistic 
fruits of labour remain limited to one-off 
notches on curriculum vitaes. Imagine 
creating a city without first building the 
roads. There would be no foundation from 
which ongoing activities can sustain their 
existence with any regularity or network 
of support. 

With the ACDI’s deadline looming on 
the first business day after Dec 1, profes- 
sional artists and administrators across 
the disciplines are outlining their project 
proposals and crunching their budgets. 
The feet-shuffling turnout of Thursday 


evening dragged on with the usual repeti- 
tious and self-answerable questions, but 
the general direction of inquries looked 
towards projects that benefited the indi- 
vidual more than the community. 

One of the perks of creating in the new 
west is that we can still forge our own 
form of structure and community. The 
legacy is being created and the rules still 
being written. Grants appear aplenty right 
now, but without individuals and organi- 
zations willing to create projects tha 
reach out to their broader community 
there will be no one benefiting from this 
money in a few years. w 


The System Theatre presents their 
latest creation, The Sound System 


Trunk Theatre presents 
4.48 Psychosis by Sarah Kane 
“As compact and beautiful as a 


diamond in structure - and yet the 


mood it inspires is black as coal.” 
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OTHELLO Jubilee Auditorium, 11455- 
Based on the classic Shakespearean 
let's world premiere of Kirk Peterson's 
to life with the music of Jerry 
the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, 


ious rson * Nov. 2-3 © Tickets at 


choreographed by Kirk 
TicketMaster 





‘CIE BALLET- 0. Howard Theatre, Victoria School, 
0210-108 Ave (472-7774) # Ventrifoquist, choreographed 
by Solveig Groenland with Peteris Vask music, Vice Versa a 
collaborative choreography by William Thompson and 
Francois Chevennenent. Valenciana Flemenco dance choreo- 
rg be Garcia. Voca Me a contemporary ballet by 
judith Garcia and Le Vivandiere restaged by Laurence 
Menotti, a repertoire from Classical Ballet * Sat, Nov. 10 
8:40pm) * $20 (adult}/$15 (senior/student/child under 12) 
at Citie Ballet, and Etoile Dance Shoppe 


Polish Hall, 10960-104 St * Alberta's 
Northern Lights Classic Ballroom Dance Competition * Sat, 
Nov. 3 © $10 (day: 9am-4pm)/$30-$45 (evening: 6pm-mid- 
right, incl. entry to day events) at theresa@dancesportal- 
berta.org, 


UKRAINIAN SHUMKA DANCERS-RED BOOTS, BALLET 
AND BUBBLY: LIFE IS A CABARET! Jubilee Auditorium 
(455-9559) ® A multi-media variety-show featuring live 
music, singers and choreography * Sat, Nov. 10 * $100 


ee 
GLOBAL VISIONS FILM FESTIVAL Various locations, 
yaww.alobalvisionsfestival,com (414-1052) * Documentary 
film festival featuring new films based on global, national 
and local social and political issues * Nov. 1-4 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


SSE 
AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482-2854) 
* Open Tue-Sat 10am-5pm * Luc Bernard and Shawn 
Serfas « Until Nov. 8 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St (488- 
6611) © Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm (closed all hols) * 
Feature Gallery: DIMENSIONS 2007: The Saskatchewan 
Craft Council feature 36 pieces in various mediums; until 
Oec 1 © Gallery: FROM BEAST TO BEAUTY: 
Contamporaty felted objects made with a Canadian per- 

ive; until Dec. 1 * /3-/NFLUENCES, INSPIRATIONS, 
AND INNOVATIONS: Edmonton Traditional Rug Hookers 
Guild juried exhibition; Nov. 3-Dec. 8 


ANT BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne St, St. Albert (459-3679) 
© DESTINO: Artworks by Shirley Elias; until Nov. 10 * 
Small and large oil paintings by Shirley Cordes-Rogozinsky; 
opening reception: Sat, Nov. 3 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 
10230 Jasper Ave (422-6223) « Open Mon-Fri 10:30am- 
5pm; Thu 10:30am-8pm (4-8pm free); Sat-Sun 11am-Spm * 
Drop-In Tours: Sat and Sun (12:30, 1,30, 2:30 and 3:30pm) « 
FUN HOUSE: Artworks explore the idea of constructed illu- 
sion, trompe Foeil, false reality and faux finish; until Jan. 6 
« THE 1950S FORD SHOW: drawings of a 1950 Ford from 
memory; until Jan. 6 © POP ART: From Britain, USA and 
Canada; until Nov. 25 « KURT SCHWITTERS: COLLAGE EYE. 
Works by Schwitters and his contemporaries; until Nov. 4 * 
NEW ACQUISITIONS: Curated by Catherine Crowston; Nov. 
11-Feb. 17 


BILTON CENTRE FOR CONTEMPORARY ART-RED 
DEER 48, 5809-51 Ave, Red Deer (403-343-3933) » New 
gallery featuring art work by Andrea Dettmar and Jason 
Frizzell * Until Nov. 1 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488-4445) * 
New artworks by Montreal painter Dominique Gaucher; until 
Nov 3 © JOE FAFARD-30TH ANNIVERSARY: Retrospective of 
Joe Fafard’s artworks * Nov. 10-30 


EDMONTON MENNONITE CENTRE FOR NEWCOMERS 
1010-107 Ave (424-7709/421-7400) * GLOBAL GALLERY: 
Artworks by immigrant artists living in Edmonton * Nov. 8 (7- 
Spm) ® $15 (incl, entertainment and snacks) 


FAB GALLERY Am 1-1 Fine Arts Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave (492- 
2081) © Open Tue-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 2-Spm * Artworks by 
Sherri Chaba and Andrea Pinheiro * Until Nov. 17 © 
Opening reception: Noy. 1 (7-10pm) 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) * VIEW 
POINTS: Artworks by Pam Wilman * Nov. 2-30 * Opening 
feception: Sat, Nov. 3 (2-4pm) 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave (488-2952) » New fig- 
Wrative paintings by Anna Coghlan; unti|Nov.3* 
SCISSORS: Paintings by Doug Jamha; Nov. 6-17; opening 
reception: Sat, Nov. 10 


GALLERY AU of A Museums, Museums and Collections 
Services, Main Floor, TELUS Centre for Professional 
Development, U of A (492-5834) * Open: Wed-Sat 12-Spm * 
DRESSED TO RULE: 18th century court attire from the Ging 
Dynasty (1644-911), curated by John Vollmer * Until Dec, 15 


GALLERY AT rANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 
Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) * Open Mon- 
Fri Sam-Spm; Sat 9am-6pm; Sun 1-5pm © ELEPHANT 
EXPLORATIONS: paintings by the elephents from the Valley 
200; Nov. 1-30 








HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (425-4180) * Open Mon- 
Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 12-4pm ¢ Main Gallery: ANNEX: 
Arworks by Beth Pederson (2006-07 artist in residence) * 
Front Room: PORTAL: Mural featuring artworks by four 


Chinese artists; untit Nov. 3 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior 
Centre,10831 University Ave * Open Mon-Thu Sam-4pm * 
Artworks by the members of the Art Society of Strathcona * 
Until Nov. 22 * Opening reception: Nov, 14 (6:30-8:20pm) 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990-1161) © LIGHT, AIR 
AND GROUND: Paintings by Nancy Day * SUMMER SALT: 
Pottery by Mel Bolen # Until Now 3 a 

THE LOFT GALLERY A.J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd. Sherwood Park * Open: Thu 5-Spm; Sat 
10am-4pm * Artworks by Deanna Corrigan, Christine Allard, 
Kaye Ackerman, JoAnn Rasmussen, Mary Deeprose, and 


Janice Bonsant * Noy. 3-Jan.5 * Opening reception: Nov, 
10 (1-4pm) ps 


McMULLEN GALLERY \) of A Hospital, 8440-112 St (407- 
7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm * 
COLLECTING COMFORT. QUILT CULTURE IN THE 
ROSENBERG COLLECTION © Until Dec. 9 


MECPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) ® Open Mon- 
Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * MOMENTS IN TIME: 
Watercolour paintings by Elaine Funnel; until Noy, 1 * 
SERENE VISIONS: Photographs of Canada and Japan by Jeff 
Kucharski; Nov. 3-Dec. 6; opening reception: Noy. 18 (1- 
3:30pm) * The Dining Room Gallery: Paintings by Mary 
Paranch; until Nov. 8 
MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St, St. Albert 
(459-1528) ¢ LOIS HOLE CENTENNIAL PROVINCIAL PARK: 
Raney haut making a park and protecting habitat * 
intil Dec. 


OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave (378-0240) « 
Open: Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm, Sun 12-4 pm * Features 
paintings by Alberta artists, glass art. pottery and sculp- 
tures by various artists 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (465-2162) « 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-5;30pm or by appointment Sun-Mon 
Viam-Spm * CHINA SENSATION: Sculpture, photographs and 
paintings by 13 artists from Chengdu, China * Until Nov. 10 


PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Rd, Sherwood Park 
(457-3038) ¢ GREAT BEAR RAIN FOREST. The Western 
Lights Artist Group * Until Nov. 17 


PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) * Open Tue-Fri 
12-8pm;, Sat 12-7pm * MEDLEY FIELDS: Artworks by 
Giselle Denis * Noy. 1-Dec. 31 © Opening reception: Nov. 
24 (6-10pm) 


PRINCE OF WALES ARMOURIES 10440-108 St « 

sEdmonton Weavers’ Guild Annual show * Saturday, Nov. 3 

Tessier © $3 (with an item for the Edmonton Food 
jank 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, St. Albert 
(460-4310) ® Open Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu (10am-8pm) * 
ON EARTH: Featuring artworks by Susanne Loutas, and 
Judy Schafers * Nov. 1-Dec. 1 © Opening reception: Nov. 
1 (7-Spm) 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 10130-103 St, Mazz (426-4035) 
 URBANSGAPES: Paintings by Pauline Ulliac. Featuring 
paintings and sculptures by various artists 


ST. ANDREW'S CENTRE 12720-111 Ave * The Edmonton 
Weavers and Spinners show and sale © Sat, Nov. 3 (10am- 
3:30pm) * $3, Food Bank donations accepted 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue-Sat 
10am-5pm ® Paintings by Francine Gravel; until Nov. 6 © 
REFLECTIONS: by Phyllis Anderson; Nov. 10-27 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 12- 
5pm © Main Gallery: A DAY OF DISCOVERY: Sketches and 
etchings by Jun Shirasu; until Nov. 24 Studio Gallery: 
PAPER CUTS: Printworks by various artists; until Nov, 24 


SPRUCE GROVE GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove (962- 
0664) # A COUNTRY SIDE OF ALBERTA: Artworks by Corrine 
Roberts; until Nov. 2 ¢ FALL FANTASY IN ALBERTA; open- 
ing reception; Nov. 10(1-4pm) * LIVING PLANET-MACRO- 
MICRO CONNECTIONS: Artworks by Hiroshi Shimazaki and 
Doug Bray * Nov, 5-24 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St (460-5993) ¢ Open Thu 
12-8pm, Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 10am-Spm * LAMELLAE-THAT 
WHICH |S LAYERED: New works by Douglas Fraser * Nov, 3- 
24 © Opening reception: Sat, Nov. 3(1-4pm) 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) * Featuring paint- 
ings by Rose Buk, Sasha Buk, Bonnie Ellerbeck, and others 
© Until Nov, 10 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN ARCHIVES AND MUSEUM OF 
ALBERTA (UCAMA) 9543-110 Ave (424-7580) « Open: Sat 
10am-5pm, Sun noon-5pm * Sculptures and ceramics by 
Mykhailo and Lesia Horlovy * Noy. 2-4 © Opening recep: 
tion: Nov. 2 (7pm), artists in attendance 


VAAA GALLERY 31d Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) © TERRAIN: Artworks by Gary Langman and 
Judith Martin; until Nov. 3 * Annual VAAA Art Auction; 
Noy. 8-17; opening reception: Nov. 19 (7-11pm) 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) * An 
exhibition of recent paintings by Alan Bateman; until Nov. 1 * 
THE DARK FALL: Paintings by David Langevin; until Nov. 8 


THE WORKS 200, 10225-100 Ave (426-2122) * Open: Mon- 
Fri (noon-5pm) # TELLING TAILS AND OTHER STORIES. 
Paintings by David Folk # Nov. 5-Dec. 7 


LITERARY 


ee 
AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) * Book sign- 
ing with Matt Dunigan and co-author Jim Taylor; Tue, Nov. 6 
(4:30-5pm) © Fictionistas: Women fiction wntiers eading series 
with Margaret MacPherson, Angie Abdou, Janice MacDonald, 
Gail Sidonie Sobat, and Alison Preston; Sat, Nov. 10 (2pm) 


LAURIE GREENWOOD'S VOLUME II 12433-102 Ave 
Book launch and reading for Jessica Westhead's Pulay and 
Midge and Gara Hedley's Twenty Miles * Wed, Noy. 7 
(7:30pm) * Free 


LIVE AT KASBAR LOUNGE 10444-82 Ave, under Yianni's 
Tavera ® Spaca Monkey; the series; an open-stage poetry 
series presented by the Raving Poets * Every Wed (Nov. 7- 
Dee. 12); 7:30pm (signup), 8pm (show) 

FALLES.-THE ALBERTA LEAGUE ENCOURAGING 
Hronvrene Rosie's Bar and Grill, 10475-80 Ave (437- 
9555) # Story Cafés: Mavericks: open mic ‘opportunity * 1st 
Thu each month; * Mavericks: Featuring tellers from TALES. 
Marie Anne McLean, Renée Englot and Wendy Edey with quest 
Moira Cameron (Celtic balladeer) * Nov. 1 (7-9pm) * $5 


-ALLE.S,-THE ALBERTA LEAGUE ENCOURAGING 
STORYTELLING (437-9555) * City Arts Centre, 10943-84 





Ave; Monthly Storytelling Circle: Everyone welcome to tell 
Stories of to come and listen; 2nd Fri each month through to 
June 2008 (8pm); $3 admission, first time free 

3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Square * 
WOW-Wired on Words: We all have something to say, ama- 
feurs and professionals alike. Let this creative writing process 
guide you into self-discovery * Meetings bi-monthly, Sun (4- 
6pm) for info e-mail feelgoodbewellin2007@gmail.com 
UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-85 Ave (472-8174) * The Poets’ 
Haven Monday Nights weekly reading series presented by 
Stroll of Poets; every Man Night (7pm); $5 


WORD! SYMPOSIUM: TALK, POETRY AND PERFORM- 
ANCE www.edmontonculturalcapital.com * Connections 
between Arts and Science symposium featuring Alan Lightman, 
physicist and novelist (Einstein's Dream) * Nov, 9-10 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469- 
4999) * Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat (Bpm), 
‘$20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 * Every Wed (8:30pm): Wacky 
Wednesday; $5 © Darryl Rhoades; Nov. 1-3 * Ward 
Anderson; Nov. 8-10 


THE COMIC STRIP 1645 Bourton St, WEM, 8882-170 St 
(483-5999) * Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 
8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm © Hit or Miss Mondays 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall (481- 
9857) * Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 10:30pm * Sun: 
Industry Night: $10 ¢ Amateur Night Tuesdays; $5 * 
Wednesday Comedy Challenge; $5 * Dave Hemstad; until Nov. 
3. © Greg Proops, Casey Corbin, Kerry Unger, Kenny.V., and 
Winston Herbert; Nov. 1-3 * Just For Laughs Showcase; Nov. 7 


THEATRE 


ALMOST, MAINE Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (434- 
5564) © Shadow Theatre * A mythical tale set in a mythi- 
cal small-town by John Cariani * Until Nov. 4 * Tickets at 
TIX on the Square 








CHOKE Foxy Theatre, 10708-124 St (453-2440) ¢ Theatre 
Network * A world premiere about a mother’s love for her 
sons, by Theatre Network's playwright-in-residence 
Cathleen Rootsaert, starring Chris Bullough, Kevin Corey 
and Maralyn Ryan, directed by Marianne Copithorne. When 
Catherine becomes seriously ill, it tums the family upside 
down, forcing her sons Dylan and Greg to push past their 
sibling rivalries and figure out what it means to care for 
Someone else * Until Nov. 18 


DESPERATE HOUSEHOLDS Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 
8882-170 St (484-2424) * On Hysteria Lane the houses, the 
lawns and the gardens are perfect. This is a look at life 
behind the walls of a gated, bedroom community where 
affairs, scandals, music, murder, dance, intrigue, food and 


deception exist-all the elements for an amazing block party 
* Nov, 2-Jan, 27 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) « 
Improy soap opera will begin the new season with a brand 
naw theme * Every Mon (8pm) 


DUST PCL Studio, TransAlta Arts Barns, 10330 84 Ave 
Last Night Productions presents Mark Stubbings’ play about 


loss and death * Nov. 8-18 (8pm) * $18 (adultl/$15 (stu- 
dent/saniors) at TIX on the Square 


HANA'S SUITCASE Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 9828-101A Ave 
(425-1820) © By Emil Sher based on the book by Karen 
Levine, directed by Allen Macinnis. A suitcase from Auschwitz 
arrived at a children’s Holocaust education cantre in Tokyo, 
Japan. On the outside, painted in white, were the words: 
“Hana Brady, May 16, 1931” and “Waisenkind"-the German 
word for orphan. Each performance will be followed by a talk- 
back with members of the cast * Nov. 3-15 


LITTLE WOMEN Dow Centennial Centre, 8700-84 St. Fort 
Saskatchewan (992-6400) * Music by Jason Howland, lyrics by 
Mindi Dickstein, book by Allan Knee. Based on Louisa May 
Alcott’ novel. Musical, set during the Civil War, produced by 
MacEwan Theatre Arts and Theatre Production Programs * Nov. 
1-2 (8pm) * $15 (adult}/$10 (sen‘or/student) at TicketMaster 


MOISTURE Faculte Saint-Jean U of A. 8405-91 St * 
Presented by the Polish Culture Society * Theatre Scena 
Plastyezna Kul-u, directed by Leszek Madzik, music by Jan AP. 


Kaezmarek * Nov. 1{7pm and Bpm) * $10 (door) 


NASHVILLE OUTLAWS Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Mayfield 
Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) © Go for a ride with the bad 
boys of country, featuring the music and offbeat lives of 
Wiltie Nelson, Waylon Jennings and Johnny Cash * Until 
Nov. 4 © $49-$79 


(OUR TOWN Robert Tegler Auditorium, Concordia, 7178 Ada 
Boulevard (479-8481) * Concordia University College Theatre 
Department * By Thomton Wilder, directed by Caroline 
Howarth * Nov. 1-4 (Thu-Sat 8pm; Sun 2pm) * $10 
(adult//$8 (student/senior) at the door 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK W’ ROLL Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) * Written and compiled 
by Will Marks. Take a wild ride back to the swingin’ ‘60s 
celebrate the Twist, the Watusi, the British Invasion, the 
Beach Boys, Motown and the mini skirt * Nov. 9-feb. 17 « 
$59-$89 (buffet and show) 


ROMEO AND JULIET Avespace One, 9210-118 Ave (477- 
2773) © By William Shakespeare * Theatre Prospero, star 
ring Ben Mclvor, Brenna Comer, Nick Green, Rebecca Starr. 
Steven Weller, Garett Ross and others, directed by Mark 
Henderson. * Nov. 89 (7:30pm) ¢ $10 (studentl/$14 (adult) 


STUCK Third Space, 11516-103 St (420-1757) * Workshop 
West Theatre * By David Rubinoff * Featuring Frank Zotter, 
directed by Rob Moffat * Nov. 1-10 * $23 (adult)/$18 (stu- 
dent/senior) at TIX on the Square 


VIMY Citadel Maclab Theatre, 9828-101A Ave (425-1820) « 
By Vern Thiessen, directed by James Macdonald © In 1917, 
aided by 2 nurse from Nova Scotia, four wounded Canadian 
soldiers are recovering in a field hospital in France in the 
wake of the battle for Vimy Ridge. Coincides with the 90th 
anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge * Until Nov. 11 


WHAT THE BUTLER SAW Timms Centre for the Arts Main 
Stage, 86 Ave, 112 St (492-2495) * Studio Theatre * By 
Joe Orton, directed by Ron Jenkins * A psychiatrist is con- 
vincing a young woman to undress as part of a job inter- 
view, and when his wife enters, a wild, farcical romp is off 
and running * Nov. 1-10 (7:30pm): Thu, Nov. 8 (12:30pm) « 
$10-$20 at TIX on the Square 





EXWDSUS 


Edmonton’s Queer Arts & Culture Festival 
november 25 to december 1 2007 


Exposure uncovers, highlights 
and celebrates queer 
arts and culture. 
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Expose yourself to: 


Films at Metro Cinema 
Drag King Cabaret 
Queer Story Slam 

Ann Gvetkovich 

Ivan E. Goyote 


Shawna Dempsey and Lorri Millan 
Fatale: A Dangerous Night 


G 
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gow. 2 BAYS 


of Femme Performance 


Exhibits at Art Gallery of Alberta, 


Latitude 53 and The Works Gallery 


and so much more! 


Other festival happenings can be found at 
www.exposurefestival.ca 


Look for the festival program Nov. 15! Only in WUEVVEEKLY 
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Everybody's got something to confess, even an Innocent Man 
FILMMAKER RECOUNTS BILL SAMPSON'S LIFE IN SAUDI PRISON IN CONFESSIONS OF AN INNOCENT MAW 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 
scar-winning documentary 
Om David Paperny fol- 
lowed William Sampson’‘s 
astounding story as soon as it hit the 
presses. Sampson, a Western Canadi- 
an with dual British citizenship, was 
arrested in Saudi Arabia in December 
of 2000, along with seven other West- 
erm expatriates, for two car bombings. 
Even now, there is zero evidence link- 
ing any of them to the explosions, and 
it’s unclear why they were accused 
and convicted in the first plate. What 
is known, however, is that Sampson 
endured humiliating physical and psy- 
chological torture for almost three 
years, was sentenced to die by public 
beheading, and was used as a politi- 
cal pawn between Canada and Saudi 
Arabia. It wasn’t until his release in 
2003 that the horrific details of his 
entanglement were revealed. 

From his new home in England, 
Sampson wrote about his inhumane 
incarceration in serialized articles for 
the National Post (which eventually 
became his book, Confessions of an 
Innocent Man: Torture and Survival in a 
Saudi Prison). Meanwhile, in Vancou- 
ver, David Paperny was following 
every detailed word in Sampson's 
autobiography. 

For years, Papery has executively 
produced positive television shows 
like Crash Test Mommy and My Fabu- 
lous Gay Wedding, but Sampson's 
complex and multifaceted story, writ- 
ten with grit and raw anger, pulled 
Paperny into the dark side to make 
Confessions of an Innocent Man. 


VUE WEEKLY: Sampson’s very brazen and 
defiant— 


DAVID PAPERNY: Oh, yes, he is! 


W: How’d that affect production? 
DP: He was very cooperative. I inter- 
viewed him in the Vancouver studio 
and in Northern England, and got 
over 20 hours of footage. He opened 
the door for us to talk with his friends 
v ainees who were 
d. So, on one hand, he 
W ely involved as a collabo- 
rator. On the other hand, he’s a very 
t k with. I'd be lying if 
h sailing, because 
pushed him for access 
‘ mation or scenes | wanted to 
film that he, for one reason or anoth- 
didn’t want to film—we clashed 











y creative input? 

y say in the cuts, 
= he only gave me what 
me, so he hada 
amount of control in that 
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CONFESSIONS OF AN 
INNOCENT MAN 
DIRECTED BY DAVID PAPERNY 
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W: Throughout your interviews with 
him, when he speaks, he speaks very 
literarily, with this narrative voice that 
you can see spelling itself out in prose. 
Was any of it excerpts from his book? 
IP: Everything that he says, on and off 
screen, is him talking directly to me. 
He would often look back at his book 
to remind himself of events. Bill 
Sampson is an extremely intelligent 
man with a great memory. One of the 
reasons I knew this movie would 
work is because of his ability to elo- 
quently and incisively recount his 
experience. 5 


W: His interviews serve as a narrator 
to his own story, but you also have a 
primary narrator—Martin Sheen. 
How'd you hook that up? 

DP: 1 realized while editing the film 
that I needed a narrator. Because of 
the complexities, and things that were 
beyond Sampson’s knowledge while 
he was in jail, | couldn’t expect him to 
carry the whole story. So, I needed a 
narrator, | wanted a strong narrator. I 
wanted a well-known narrator. | 
wanted a narrator who'd bring in 
audiences because of his prestige. We 
passed it on to a lot of different candi- 
dates, but Martin Sheen was the first 


one to sign on. He liked the story. He’s 
a social activist. He was intrigued by 
Sampson, even though he hadn’t 
heard of him before: 


W: Confessions is a docudrama— 

DP: Docudrama, dramadoc, who 
knows what those things are called 
anymore. 


W: Well it’s definitely not a comedy. 
DP: Not a comedy, right, not a musical 
either, although there’s singing in it. 


W: Well, whatever it’s called, why did 
you choose the mixed genre form 
instead of either drama or documen- 
tary? 

DP: Well, 1 wanted to push myself, and I 
wanted to have some dramatic reenact- 
ment from Sampson’s incarceration to 
drive home to audiences what he went 
through. And also to create greater 
empathy with Bill Sampson because 
he’s a tough character, and he’s not a 
naturally sympathetic character. 


W: Since you already had the compli- 
cated sets, and the actors as well, was 
there any part of you that wished to 
make a drama instead? 

DP: Yeah, but I didn’t quite have the 
money to do more than just five days 
of dramatic filming. But sure, at one 
point | toyed with the idea of making 
more out of Brent Stait—the phenom- 
enal actor who lost 20 pounds to play 
Bill Sampson, and even did the torture 
stunts himself. I shot different ver- 
sions of the scenes where instead the 
actor's face comes into the léns. But I 
pulled back from that because | felt 
Bill Sampson was so strong and so 
forceful, so riveting and believable 
himself, that I didn’t need a dramatic 





face until ... well, I don’t want to give 
away the ending. 


\W: Say the money was right, would 
you have preferred to have made a 
drama? 

OP: 1 think uhhh ... a drama is something 
to do further down the road. I think it’s 
a great idea. I've always, well ... hey— 
I'm a documentary filmmaker! I'd love 
to make a drama some day, but I don’t 
make documentaries because | can’t 
afford a drama budget; I make docu- 
mentaries because I love the genre. 
The strongest scenes for me in the film 
are Bill Sampson, the other detainees 
and the Saudi Lawyer, telling their own 
versions of what happened. When Bill 
Sampson tells me— and the audience, 
directly through the lens—about how 
he was raped, about how he was tor- 
tured, how he struggled to survive, how 
he fought—boy! I guess Brad Pitt could 
try to do that, but it would be pretty 
damn tough. When real people tell real 
stories, nothing beats that. 


W: All the footage of Saudi Arabia is 
the real thing: you didn’t fake Dubai 
or Bahrain to look like the kingdom. 
How’d your team get around the 
authorities? 

DP: One thing we did was we scoured 
the earth for Saudi footage. That stuff 
is the best of the best that’s been shot 
there by BBC, American or freelance 
crews. We tapped every one of them. 
And we paid a small fortune for some 
of that footage. And then we had free- 
lance Saudis with high-quality gear 
film stuff for us. But I didn’t go. They 
wouldn't let me in if they knew what I 
was doing. They refused to even 
respond to requests to an interview. I 
was not prepared to lie myself into 
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that country. 


W: You did manage to get one Saud 
to cooperate, and that was Sampson s 


attorney. 


OP: Yeah, Sheikh Salah al-Hejailan 
What'd you think of him? 


W: 1 didn’t like him. He's very smarmy 
and obviously partial to the Saud) 
government. Did you feel like you 
were getting the whole truth from 
him? Or did you feel like he was jus: 
acting as an ambassador? 


. DP: You can tell from the clips we used 


that he’s working both sides. He 
Sampson’s lawyer, but he’s also part of 
the system that got Sampson in that 
ordeal. He has strong contacts in the 
Saudi government, he works for big 
multinationals, he’s part of the very 
system that is the problem, yet he is a 
necessary element to maintain lines o/ 
communication that the Canadian and 
British governments felt were essential 
to eventually get Sampson and his fel 
low detainees out of there. 

This is an example of the complex, 
grey area in the story. | didn’t want to 
make a polemic or sermon. I wanted 
to make a movie like Syriana, where 
even the good guys can be seen as 
bad guys, or the bad guys can be seen 
as having good intentions. Like our 
Minister of Foreign Affairs would have 
loved to have taken a different 
approach to Sampson’s case, but he 
was told it could harm Sampson. 


WW: Was it hard to get Canadian offi- 
cials on board with your film? 

DP: To the credit of the Canadian offi- 
cials featured in this documentary, 
they were willing to talk. It’s not a 
black and white story, and although 
there’s criticism of the government, 
they also have a strong say in this 
story. There are a lot of grey areas, 
and some of them, at the time, truly 
believed they were doing what's best 
for Sampson or Saudi Arabia. 


WW: Has Sampson since forgiven those 
officials who bungled his imprison- 
ment? 

DP: Not at all. He's since renounced his 
Canadian citizenship. He doesn't 


come back, unless he’s visiting his . 


dad. And he’s serious. He feels like 
much of his plight is a result of Cana 
dian incompetence and neglect. 


\W: Has Bill Sampson seen the movie 
yet? 

OP: 1 sent him a copy some weeks ag° 
and heard nothing back from him. ! 
don’t know if he’s watched it, if he’s 
not ready to watch it or maybe he’s 
moved on. ¥ 





Ghosts, coffee, dance and 
secrets: Global Visions 
Film Fest reviews 


cFLM 
‘FESTIVAL 


Reviews by Brian Gibson (BG), Brenna Knapman (BK), 
Mary Christa O'Keefe (MCO), Chris Phillips (CP), 
Murray Sinclair (MS), Jay Smith (JS), Marshall Wat- 
son (MW) 


{REVOLUCION!? 
DIRECTED BY CHARLES GERVAIS 
FAL OW? (9PM); STANLEY.A MILNER LIBRARY 


In 2 post-9/11 world where one person's freedom 
fighter is another's despicable tyrant, what is Hugo 
Chavez—saviour of the poor or strongman in Che's 
clothing? Snappily shot and edited, this doc doesn’t 
really help fit any pieces of the puzzling Venezuelan 
President in place. Its outline for a modern-day, 
bloodless revolution is interesting, but its approach is 
often soft, even murky; Chavez's control streak comes 
across smeary, his resumé of achievements seems 
splotchy and critics’ concerns are left unclear. Leader- 
ship qualities that seem equally hopeful and worri- 
some, particularly to the outsider, are left as cryptic 
contradictions. aa (BG) 


24 DAYS IN BROOKS 
OIRECTED BY DANA INKSTER 
SAV, MOV (11:30.AM); STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY. 


24 Days in Brooks provides a close and human look 
at southern Alberta's Lakeside Packers strike, from 
windswept prairie town images to stories of the 
mostly immigrant workers who have transformed the 
small city into a cultural mosaic home to 90 different 
languages. Viewers can feel the pain of one ex- 
African, who has never seen his daughter in person. 
The narrator speaks with an objective professional- 
ism, but lacks some details about the story. While 
the film can be overdramatic, the strike's stakes are 
high at one of the world’s biggest meat plants, with 
unionists killed and injured and taxpayer-funded 
police ever present. % #9 ¥ (MS) 


ABORIGINALITY 
DIRECTED BY DOMINIQUE KELLER 
SAT, NOV 3 (3 PM); STANLEY A MILER LIBRARY 


A whispery, often entrancing bit of animation. We're 
led into the drab cityscape, where a boy is flipping 
channels until he comes across a tantalizing fusion 
of hip-hop and Aboriginal dance. Nothing's explained 
and we're like the boy, kept on the outside looking in 
at this fresh, different fusion of outsider cultures. 
Only trips into stereotype-surround sound when the 
Aboriginal dancer returns to nature and appears 
more glowing, almost ethereal. Still, an intriguing 
glimpse at a next generation's spirited re-imagining 
of traditional dances and stories. *x#%x%4 (BG) 


THE BIG SELLOUT 
DIRECTED BY FLORIAN OPITZ 
FA, NOW 2 (7PM) PARAMOUNT THEATRE 


The Big Sellout shows the human harm done by sell- 
ingyoff core government services, from the developed 
world to the developing, told from a ground-level per- 
spective. A British train driver describes service gaps 
and fatal negligence in a rotting, privatized railway 
system. A Filipino woman falls into poverty trying to 
get twice-weekly dialysis for her son within the Philip- 
pines’ cut-back public health system. In South Africa's 
slums, peaceful activists short-circuit electricity shut- 
offs done to the poorest residents by a privatized 
power company, while Bolivian citizens riot to drive 
back government plans to charge for and sell water at 
equally unaffordable rates. All are powertul, effective, 
affecting stories. sx #r%%r4 (MS) 


BUSHMAN'S SECRET 
DIRECTED BY AENAD DESAI 
FAI, NOV 2 (6PM); METRO CINEMA 


Since organic medicine became mainstream, corpora- 
tions have shown an interest in the remedies of the 
Bushman (or Bush People, or Sand People, depending 
on which you think is least politically incorrect). Rehad 
Desai profiles the strange happenings when a cultural- 
ly ancient community of naturalists get entangled in 
the unnatural corporate world; however, as a docu- 
mentarian and host, he takes too much control, often 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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Discover the most heartwarming movie of the year. 
“Perfectly delightful. Warm, funny and heartfelt” 
i Jeffrey K. Howard, KCLV-TV (LAS VEGAS} 
‘The laughs and tears keep coming in this 
winning story of the power of love” 
Jeanne Wolf, PARADE 
“Magical! 
One of the best family films of the year!” 


Stephanie Webb, WZZM-TV (GRAND RAPIDS; 
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speaking for the Bushman in tow. He also 
fails to make use of the beautiful land- 
scape, and his dull voice makes for a very 
unnatural narrator. But the content speaks 
for itself, and Bushman’s Secret deserves 


to be known. #% eo (OM) 
= 


CARPA DIEM 
DIRECTED BY SERGIO CANNELLA 
FRL MOV 2 (@ PM), PARAMOUNT THEATRE 


Quick zooms and cuts at child’s-eye level, 
a Jaws-like score and the on-rushing fate 
of an innocent fish: All in all, this A/most- 
Losing Nemo mini-short zips by before 
you realize it was entertainingly spelling 
out an eco-message: we can't tune out to 
how casually we can waste water, a nat- 
ural resource we tap into way too freely. 
(Although | still say, if a bathroom faucet 

(~can drain a fish tank in another room, the 
main problem is that some plumber got 
his pipes crossed.) %&%&%r4 (BG) 


CHICHESTER’S CHOICE 
DIRECTED BY SIMONEE CHICHESTER 
SUM, NOV 4 (3 PM), STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY 


Half home-movie, Chichester’s Choice fol- 
lows Simonée to her father's hometown 
and then to Brazil to seek him out on the 
streets. Hiking through family politics, 
Simonée explores her father's desertion 
and possible motives he may have had. The 
engaging parts are when Simonée holds 
her relatives accountable, and the tour of 
Brazilian streets, showing people, bits of 
ge" deco architecture, and the all-too-famil- 
iar urban landscape. The down side is 
when there's a bit too much Simonée and 
not enough of other people's perspective in 
the documentary, especially at the end, 
when lessons are being learned. #4 (BK) 


CIRCUS SCHOOL 
DIRECTED BY GUO JING, KE DINGDING 
SAT, NOV 3 (3 PM); PARAMOUNT THEATRE 


Children’s faces at Shanghai Circus 
School are often as contorted as their 
young bodies in this unblinking document 
of students preparing for acrobatic com- 
petitions and a possible future in the Chi- 
nese artform. A boy barely into 
adolescence cries and sweats as an 
instructor berates him for binge eating 
while he holds a nearly impossible pose; 
a tiny girl radiates loathing as her trapeze 
teacher punctuates his non-stop criticism 
with “fuck you” whenever she tumbles to 
a net meters below her aerial team. To 
their credit, the filmmakers communicate 
the desperation behind the adults’ 
orchestration, what amounts to systemic 
child abuse and cultural forces shaping 
the lunacy of one generation willfully 
ruining the next. tte tk # de (JS) 


CONFESSIONS OF AN INNOCENT MAN 
DIRECTED BY DAVID PAPERNY 
SAT, NOW (7 Pal); METRO CINEMA 


British-Canadian, Bill Sampson spent over 
two years in a Saudi prison, where he 
was repeatedly raped and tortured, then 
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sentenced to death for a crime he didn't 
commit. How an educated Western Cana- 
dian was convicted of international ter- 
rorism is fascinating, but what he had to 
endure in prison and with various pussy- 
footing governments is unforgettable. 
Sampson holds nothing back in retelling 
his story in a campfire voice laid over 
voiceless re-enactments. The complex 
docudrama would probably serve as an 
even better drama, but whether any actor 
could deliver the anguish that Sampson 
does is doubtful. Until someone of that 
calibre takes the challenge, his personal 
story is revealed in this visceral and styl- 
ish mixed genre. %%&e%e¥4 (OM) 


THE DANISH POET 
DIRECTED BY TORILL KOVE 
SUN, NOV 4 (7 PM); STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY 


Okay, so the premise isn’t especially origi- 
nal: who hasn't thought about the incal- 
culable odds behind one’s existence as a 
human being? The Danish Poet explores 
the fates involved in such matters. Kasper 
Jurgenson is a Danish poet who makes 
the trip to Norway to visit the novelist, 
Sigrid Undset. He is sidetracked into a 
series of delightful coincidences. Charm- 
ingly animated, it’s a nice little treatise on 
loving literature, embracing chance and 
loving humans. #%%%&%% (JS) 


EVERYTHING'S FINE 
DIRECTED BY DAISY LAMOTHE 
SUM, WOW 4 (3 PM); METRO CINEMA 


Seydou Konaté, a doctor in southern 
Mali, works in a tiny rural clinic that 
serves thousands around the town of 
Nongon. The movie follows Konaté from 
gut-wrenching surgery in the operating 
room to fishing through bags of unmarked 
pills at the local drug seller. Though the 
pace drags in places, it slowly becomes 
clear he and the women he works with do 
much more for the community than just 
checking blood pressure. Rather than a 
story of suffering, the movie is a patient 
account of Konaté’s love of his work and 
the people he serves. Includes music by 
Tournani Diabaté. % +e (CP) 


GHOSTS OF ABU GHRAIB 
DIRECTED BY RORY KENNEDY 
SUM, NOV 4 (5 PM); METRO CINEMA 


Military police, Washington officials and 
prisoners who experienced the Abu Ghraib 
scandal first-hand hold nothing back in har- 
rowing interviews. The surprisingly human 
soldiérs who conducted the torture and 
posed for the whistle-blowing pictures 
explain how they were convinced—and 
managed to convince themselves—that it 
was justified. Bookended with archive 
footage of the famous 1961 Milgram 
experiment, Ghosts tries to get to the heart 
of adult obedience. However, it doesn’t pin 
the blame on anyone; it is an exposé that 
delivers all the memos, videos, pictures 
and excuses available for the audience to 
interpret themselves. tse (OM) 


GIRL STARS: ANITA: THE BEEKEEPER 
DIRECTED BY VIKASH NOWLAKHA 
FA, NOV 2 (9 PM); METRO CINEMA 


The Girl Stars series is a “multimedia 
campaign communicating to girls in India 
about the importance of going to school.” 
Several seconds into Anita, it’s obvious 
the genre is really hagiography. Set 
against euphoric music, our first sight of 
a white-clad Anita sporting giant white 
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bee wings and dancing in the fields could 
easily mistake her for someone heavenly. 
But, no, she’s the bootstrappin’ bee- 
keepin’ gal from Bihar, India. Her parents 
didn't want her to go to school, but Anita 
decided to start keeping bees in order to 
pay her tuition. Earnest villagers declare 
her “an inspiration for other girls.” Con- 
sider it giddy propaganda with good 
intentions. %&%&¥% (JS) 


| NAMED HER ANGEL 
DIRECTED BY NEFIN DING 
SAT, NOV 3, (9 PM); METRO CINEMA 


! Named Her Angel follows Elif, a 12- 
year-old Turkish girl, as she begins her 
initiation into the order of Mevievism—a 
belief system within the Islamic Religion. 
Their most important form of prayer is 
called Sema, in which followers whirl 
around in robes. It is because of this 
specatcle that followers are sometimes 
known as Whirling Dervishes in the west. 
Though fit into only a half-hour, the story 
follows Elif for a year as we together 
learn the teachings of Mevlevism, how 
Sema is performed, what it means and, 
most importantly, how and why so many 
foreigners follow the Mevievi tradition 
and teachings. % % %&% (MW) 





KAMP KATRINA 
DIRECTED BY ASHLEY SABIN, DAVID REOMON 
SAT, NOV 3 (6 PM); PARAMOUNT THEATRE 


A backyard tent community is an engaging 
backdrop for the unique and indefatigable 
nature of people battling homelessness 
and resource-scarcity in an emotionally 
charged and politically turbulent environ- 
ment. Some try to process the catastrophe 
that changed their lives, others succumb to 
various tragic distractions. Spirits and 
determination rise and fall, as do levels of 
violence and drug and alcohol use. Picket- 
ing and community meetings interspersed 
with Mardi Gras celebrations and late- 
night confrontations show the complexity 
of interactions in this intense, post-apoca- 
lyptic milieu. Watch for Joan of Arc’s 
boyfriend. ++ (BK) 


THE LADIES 
DIRECTED BY CHRISTINA ALEXANDRA VOROS. 
FR NOV 2 (7 PM); METRO CINEMA 


This day-in-the-life tale of two elderly sis- 
ters, former Hungarian emigrants to NYC 
who have closed their couture shop to 
work from home, puts the “fart” back in 
“artsy.” Non-linear, subtitled and narra- 
tively fleeting to the tilt, The Ladies is the 
sort of “deep” cinematic experience that 
would turn the iron-nerviest reviewer to 
hard drink if it dared to exceed its 13 min- 
utes, Thankfully, it's less than a quarter of 
an hour, so the oral history spliced into 
this depiction of two ladies’ lives remains 
somewhat engaging. % %& % (JS) 


“FILM 


LUMO 

DIRECTED BY BENT-JOAGEN PEALMUTT, NELSOW WALKER 
IH, LOUIS ABELMAN 

SUM, MOV 4 (7 PM); STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY 


Like so many women victims of the great 
African war, Lumo, 22, was brutally raped 
and left with fistula, a vaginal condition 
that disables a woman and her ability to 
bear children. This hands-off film docu- 
ments her fifth operation which is, 
whether it is successful or not, probably 
her last. Regardless of the grim subject, 
Lumo is actually a very uplifting movie. 
The filmmakers connect slices of Lumo’s 
treatment to make a cohesive story with 
a beginning, middle and end. It is cinéma 
vérité at it's best. #4 (OM) 


OCCUPATION 101 
DIRECTED BY SUFYAN OMEISH AND ABDALLAH OMEISH 
SIAT, NOW (6 PM); STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY 


Despite it's introductory montage of occu- 
pations in South Africa, India and Ireland, 
the title should actually be /sraeli Occu- 
pation 107. With a strict focus on the 
Holy Land, 707 breaks down the history 
and root cause of the conflict and the cur- 
rent oppression of Muslim and Christian 
Arabs by Israel's government and settlers. 
While it’s apparently unbalanced, the 
sources make a case for the fact that the 
Palestinians are in far worse condition. 
It's eye-opening for anyone disconnected 
to the issue, but it tries to lure them in 
with flashy images and sounds, and man- 
ages to turn the second Intifada into a 
music video, thereby insulting the audi- 
ence’s intelligence. #%+*% (OM) 


A PLACE BETWEEN 
DIRECTED BY CURTIS KALTENBAUGH 
SAT, NOV 3 (3 PM); STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY 


As young boys, Curtis Kaltenbaugh and 
his brother Ashok were taken from their 
Ojibway birth mother Margaret, in Win- 
nipeg, to be adopted by a white pastor 
and his wife in the US. Decades later, 
both have struggled to reconcile their 
family histories. The movie builds up to a 
meeting Kaltenbaugh has arranged for 
the first time between all of his parents. 
Kaltenbaugh occasionally uses shots from 
a grainy handheld camera to reasonable 
effect in establishing the different land- 
scapes they've digested. It flinches at 
times from what might have been more 
honest moments, but there is a raw 
immediacy to the slow unravelling of the 
pieces of the family’s story. #% %¥x¥x (CP) 


DIRECTED BY SERGIO CANNELLA 
FRI, NOV 2(6 PM); PARAMOUNT THEATRE 


With all recent media attention on global 
warming, The Planet reminds us of other 
important environmental problems, like 
extinction, deforestation and e-waste 
dumped in Africa. After hearing stagger- 
ing statistics of declining gorilla popula- 
tions and woodlands the size of Portugal 
disappearing yearly, we are warned that 
if the developing world adopts Western 
ways, we will need five earths to sustain 
human life. The Planet falls short by 
offering few solutions and too much style 


. over substance. The camera work is artis- 


tic and dramatic, but parts of the film 
show a cheesy whimsical artiness, and 
the soundtrack annoys with its variable 
volume. %&%&%# (MS) 
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0 THE DEAD: THE E 
AU OF Ane Sopa ae EXI 
DIRECTED BY PETER RAYMONT 
SAT, NOW 3 (9 PM), PARAMOUNT 


A film about belonging, memory and a life 
spent in exile. Writer Dorfman (Dear) 
and the Maiden) was Cultural Advisoy jn 
Allende’s government until Pinochet's Sep 
11, 1973 coup. He returns to old haunts. 
standing on the exact corner where he 
turned away from certain death and into 
a life where he'd have to speak for the 
dead. His visit with mothers and relatives 
of those disappeared by Pinochet’; 
regime is too stirring for words. There are 
gaps here: Dorfman’s adolescence anc 
20s, and his feelings about efforts to tr, 
Pinochet for human rights abuses; whet 
were Allende’s mistakes that Dorfman 
mentions? But the film bobs along on the 
eddying reflections of this man as he tries 
to deal with lingering pain, sadness, and 
exile’s “constant, incessant postpone 
ment” of resolution and reconciliation 
The journey is enough. %&%& re (BG) 


RECYCLING THE NEWSREEL WITH PAUL 
MCISAAC 


DIRECTED BY IVORA CUSACK, JAMES SCHNEIDER 
FAL NOV 2 (7 PM); STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY 


Recycling the Newsreel overviews the 
work of a ‘60s-spawned independent film 
collective, which documented social 
events like the women’s movement 
Despite this important hard-news context, 
the movie comes across too often like a 
piece of abstract art, skimping on details 
and leaving viewers to assume too much 
(for instance, that a group grain harvest is 
happening in Cuba). The film may reek 
some of that ‘60s supremacy mentality, 
complete with a retro soundtrack, but 
Melsaac’s view that what was happening 
then would equal several 9/11s provokes 
thought. Recycling also looks at issues 
within activism, like how to include non- 
whites in the ranks. #¥%¥& (MS) 


SHIT AND CHICKS 
DIRECTED BY KEES VAN DER GREEST 
SUN, NOW4 (3 PM); METRO CINEMA 


A quiet, respectful study. A Ghanaian 
farmer breaks up and then wets dried 
flakes of animal excrement, packs them 
in tins and uses them to attract rich pro- 
tein for his fowls. The academic epilogue 
explains who he is, this generations-old 
method and its low-return work-intensivi- 
ty. But it's the steady, patient ritual of 
labour here, the almost casual eye for 
detail, the sensible reusing of the most 
basic waste, of using only as much water 
as you need—no more, no less—that's 
s0 engrossing. And so the smallest of 
studies becomes a magnificent example 
of how we in the super-sized West tend 
to ignore, even look down on, simple 
local solutions. Hormone-glutted KFC 
megameals, anyone? ax %&e¥ (BG) 


STRONG COFFEE: THE STORY OF CAFE 
FEMENINO 


DIRECTED BY SHARRON BATES 
SUN, NOV 4 (3.PM); STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY 


For the viewer who can see through the 
patronizing attitudes of some of the people 
interviewed, Strong Coffee can be worth 
your time. Suspiciously akin to an infomer- 
cial, the documentary starts with a coffee 
tour from the tree to your cup, while cheesy 
“mild global” muzak provides a perfect 
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yn of a dream” of present-day Cuba 
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‘A SUNDAY IN PRIPYAT 
#0 BY BLANDINE HUN, FREDERIC COUSSEAU 
PM); METRO CINEMA 


Opening scenes are of a life deserted: 
empty gymnasiums, silent apartment 
buildings and boats rotting in the water. 
Eventually, the jarring piano : poate 
‘by stories of life in Pripyat, including pic- 
ries sque fairytales and a firsthand 
account of the Chernobyl cleanup from an 
old soldier. Mixing stark, sudden imagery 
with gently pleasant soundtracks and 
sunny rural scenes, A Sunday in Pripyat 
plays with opposites. The film brings des- 
olation and stained glass together to 
experience wonder about what people 
are capable of, both in destruction and 
survival. #4e%& (BK) 


SUPER AMIGOS 
DINECTED BY ARTURO PEREZ TORRES 
SUN, NOV 3(1 PM); PARAMOUNT THEATRE 








An impeccable film blending stylized 
animation with documentary footage of 
Mexico's “Social Luchadors’—masked 
wrestlers who fight ills like gentrifica- 
tion, homophobia and animal cruelty in 
a culture dominated by staid machismo 
and political corruption—Super Amigos 
delivers a portrait of activism rooted as 
much in humour and creativity as seri- 
ous passion. These five living “super- 
heroes” recount their transformations 
from addicts or victims of crime and dis- 
asters into forces for good, and we fol- 
low them as they protect unfairly 
etd nts speak for voiceless ani- 
mals and children and motivate commu- 
eerds progressive social 
a 


Bon lling Mexi-surf soundtrack. 
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fing in the footsteps of their 2002 
Ww ing film Choropampa, 
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: \ Stephanie Boyd and Ernesto Cabellos 


_ this time lead us to Tambogrande, a 

Peruvian agricultural town threatened 
by a corrupt government and a Canadian 
company’s plan for an open-pit mine. 
Less a critical a documentary and more 
a (nonetheless moving) journalistic pur- 
suit, Tambogrande follows as the 
farmer's frustrations escalate into 
protests, referendums and assassina- 
tions. But it is their democratic partici- 
pation and the peaceful and organized 
Mass resistance that grows out of the 
chaos—townspeople wielding fruit 
instead of weapons—that strengthens 
their cause, unites a town and gains 
worldwide attention. % #4 (MV) 


UP THE YANGTZEE 7 
DIRECTED BY YUNG CHANG 
SAT NOV 3 (7 PAN); PARAMOUNT THEATRE 


Illuminating China at both its most majestic 
and decrepit, Up The Yangtzee has an inti- 
Macy and poignancy rarely found outside 
the greased wheels of fiction. The frames 
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are endlessly painterly, whether surveying 
the grimmest of doomed backwater shacks 
or extravagant neon-soaked skyline, while 
the story that unfolds is flawlessly novelis- 
tic. It’s as if Chang conjured up all human 
art forms and thrust them into one power- 
ful elegy to a river that’s been the lifeblood 
for centuries of people, thronged by the 
personal tragedies of the souls that will 
soon lose homes, livelihoods and places of 
Memory to the ultimate display of pointless 
industrial hubris—the Three Gorges Dam. 
tetctetok (MCO) 


VILLAGE OF SOCKS 
DIRECTED BY ILEANA STANCULESCU, KLAUDIA BES! 
FAL, NOW2 (7 PM); METRO CINEMA 


An idyllic Transylvanian village at a cross- 
roads of European history and cultures is 
at the centre of this poetically filmed and 
gently paced offering, a window into a 
place that seems suspended between 
ancient and modern times. The camera, 
manned by the inquisitive director, 
engages citizens and visitors to this vil- 


lage, which has staked its future on a 
community business of woolen handi- 
Crafts, knitted by local women with wool 
from local sheep. Men are relegated to 
sheepherding and migrating to more pros- 
perous countries for work, while tough 
women bicker and converse while they 
knit for a better tomorrow. Village of 
Socks is evocative but almost too impres- 
sionistic—further exposition wouldn't 
have been misplaced. #4 (JS) 


WAR DANCE 
DIRECTED BY SEAN FINE, ANDREA NIX FINE 
THU, NOV 1 (8 PM); PARAMOUNT THEATRE 


Three Ugandan orphans from a protec- 
tive camp dance to escape their war 
demons and make it to the national com- 
petition, where they and their class- 
mates will represent the tribe. Filmed 
with a photographic eye in HD, it’s a 
visual masterpiece. The husband and 
wife directorial team get very intimate 
with the children, even drawing confes- 
sions of murder from one. The second 
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half of the film is more upbeat, covering 

the competition like a sports event; haw- 

ever, more concentration is deserved for 
their training and the contrast with the 
other competitors. Still, heartbreaking, 
and heart mending, War Dance is unfor 

gettably poignant. %%&%«%4 (OM) 


WE - ARUNDHATI ROY 
DIRECTED BY ANONYMOUS 
SUN, WOW 4 (5:30 PM) STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY 


It is always pleasing to watch historical 
stock footage set to snazzy musical 
accompaniment. Arundhati Roy’s lovely 
voice, which reads a lecture about the 
state of the world circa early 21st centug 
ry, is bonus. Almost in the style of a con- 
tinuous music video, We isn't exactly 
groundbreaking—did you know that 
there were other September 11ths of his- 
torical significance?—and probably 
won't tell you anything that you don’t 
already know. As far as preaching to the 
converted goes, however, this is multi- 
media-tastic. %&%%%¥ (JS) 





n in 2040? Edmonton is experiencing 
ties. The plans we make today will create the 


ton of the future. 
policies and actions. 


dmonton.ca/envisionEdmonton or call 442-1377. 
6-1150 or (email) Christiann.LaBrie@edmonton.ca 


NOV 1 NOV 7.2007 \7UXEWEERIY af! 








A beautiful song from the silent era 


<> | MOW OVS THU, NOV 8 (8PM) 
SUNRISE: A SONG OF 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

W Murmau's Sunrise: A Song 
Fe Two Humans originally 

opened in 1927 on the eve of 
the release of The Jazz Singer, the 
first talking picture. This timing 
strikes me as fateful, because the 
Oscar-winning Sunrise remains such 
a wondrous example of silent cine- 
ma that it seems ideal to have it 
stand as an unintentional swan song 
for a form that, by virtue of its rela- 
tive abstraction and unique limita- 
tions, pushed cinematic creativity to 
such dizzying heights so quickly by 
geniuses such as Murnau in the first 
decades of motion picture history. 

Based on a novella by Hermann 

Sudermann, Sunrise was written for 
se screen by Carl Mayer, who also 
scripted Murnau’s The Haunted Cas- 
tle and co-scripted the German 
Expressionist classic The Cabinet of 
Dr Caligari. Something of Caligari’s 
gloom and madness, its angular 
shadows and strange visions, haunts 
Sunrise, but this is largely contained 
to the film’s first third, which plays 
out like inspired pulp: a sexy, big-city 
seductress (Margaret Livingston) 
vacations in a small village where 
she strikes up an affair with a local 
married man (George O’Brien) 
Drunk on lust and bored with his lot, 
the man’s convinced by the femme 
fi that their only chance to be 
gether in the magical big city— 
ing apparition 
copic frenzy 
she describes it 






ir nocturnal tryst 
s for him to kill 





his wife. 

Like the somnambulist in Caligari, 
the man seems all but resigned to 
his murderous destiny. A series of 
dazzling superimpositions help to 
allude to his inner turmoil. Water is 
never transparent in Sunrise, but 
appears and reappears as an opaque 
chasm from which things never 
return. The man plans to drown his 
wife in the water surrounding their 
village, and Murnau, working with 
cameramen Charles Rosher and Karl 
Struss, treats us to one of the film's 
darkest and most poetic montages 
when the man’s stunned face lays 
sleeplessly while moonlit reeds and 
water slowly absorb the frame along 
with his fractured consciousness. 


WHERE SUNRISE GOES after this mor- 


bidly seductive first third is surpris- 
ing, with the film gradually 
becoming an optimistic tale of rec- 
onciliation and personal exorcism, a 
journey rife with humorous digres- 
sions and colourful set-pieces. Yet it 
would be foolish to accuse the Ger- 
man director’s first Hollywood film 
of pasting on a sappy or false Holly- 
wood ending: the dialogue and 
restored trust between the man and 
his wide-eyed wife (janet Gaynor) is 
hard-won and complicated, as full 
of horrible undercurrents as it is 
rays of hope. Yet it’s also lots and 
lots of fun, with the superficially 
satanic city becoming the catalyst 
for marital rediscovery. And amaz- 
ingly, Gaynor's simple, even naive 
country wife manages to eclipse the 
city woman, with her wild dances, 
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<S / TWO HUMANS 

| OURECTED BY FW MURAL 
WRITTEN BY CARL MAYER 
STARRING GEORGE BRIN, JANET GAYNOR, 
MARGARET LWINGSTON 


arousing silent whistles, Louise 
Brooks hairdo and slinky black 
dresses, as the true object of femi- 
nine desire in Sunrise, a woman 
capable of diving headfirst into for- 
eign experiences even in the midst 
of familial collapse, all the while 
keeping her dignity intact (even 
when she gets drunk, her smile 
remains sensual, perky and effer- 
vescent). 

Besides straddling the silent and 
sound eras, Sunrise represents the 
intermingling of other normally dis- 
parate elements: a seamless marriage 
of German Expressionism with Amer- 
ican melodrama, a tour-de-force of 
technological artistry (gorgeous dis- 
solves, hypnotic travelling shots— 
especially the famous one through 
downtown traffic) and a moving dis- 
play of brilliant film acting from the 
three leads that’s alternately direct 
and subtly suggestive. A very special 
and memorably strange masterpiece 
from early Hollywood, Sunrise is 
screening with live accompaniment 
for electronics, strings and vocals 
composed by Dave Clarke at Metro 
Cinema this coming week and I hope 
you'll take the chance to enjoy it. 
There'll never be anything else quite 
like it again. wv 
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Heed this Global Warning 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweokly.com 

“If | said, ‘This is a terrible thing that 
we're doing to the planet,’ then people 
would either agree or disagree. By not 
saying what you should see, that may 
allow them to see their world a little 


differently."—Edward Burtynsky 


he film this particular quote 
comes from, Jen- 
nifer Baichwal's 
Manufactured Landscapes, 
does a magnificent job of 
embodying Burtynsky's THIS ROCKS 
aesthetic, if it can be called that. Fol- 
lowing a trip the renowned Canadian 
landscape photographer took to 
China, Landscapes is an almost per- 
fect documentary, expanding on the 
unspoken undercurrents of Burtyn- 
sky's work without falling into the 
didactic trap that the photographer 
himself cautions against. 

Released as part of Mongrel 
Media’s Global Warning box set, 
Landscapes 
stands fairly tall 
above the two 
films that round 
out the collection, 
Crude Awakening: 
The Oil Crash and 
The Refugees of 
the Blue Planet, 
no small feat. 
Few documen- 
taries, though, 
manage to so say 
so much while 
quite literally say- 
ing so little, 

Though obvi- 
ously most of the 
credit belongs to 
Burtynsky’s soul- 
flattening, hideously beautiful shots 
of landscapes irrecovably moulded 
by industry—indeed, many of the 
most powerful shots are simply the 
stationary pictures set to elegaic 
music, occasionally with a slow 
zoom or pan—Baichwal does a 
wonderful job of spelling out the 
humanity that both creates and is 
affected by those very same forces. 
Like Burtynsky’s pictures, Baichwal 
manages to find the profound in the 
prosaic, whether it’s plainly show- 
ing the soul-sucked stupor of a 
woman testing spray nozzles in a 
Chinese factory or perfectly captur- 
ing the casual ignorance of a con- 
struction worker at the Three 
Gorges dam who ignores the 
inevitable effects of the dam so 
long as he has a job. 


THOUGH ULTIMATELY it's no match for 
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= | NOWAVAILABLE 


= | GLOBAL WARNING 
FEATURING MANUFACTURED LANDSCAPES, 
CRUDE AWAKENING, THE REFUGEES OF THE 
BLUE PLANET 


MONGREL MEDIA, $32.95 


Manufactured Landscapes when j, 
comes to images, Gude Awakening: The 
Oil Crash, about the inevitable peak oil 
crash, is nevertheless a visually rich 
documentary, especially considering the 
number of talking heads involved 
There can be a bit of a tendency 
towards visual overstatement—to illus- 
trate one speaker's coming over a 
mountain/peak oil metaphor, directors 
Basil Gelpke and Ray McCormack use a 
shot of, duh, a mountain—but there are 
several immensely powerful shots 
aging pumpjacks gnawing at the 
ground like rusted horses and aban- 
doned derricks crumbling like ancient 
monuments both suggest that the ruins 
of our civilization 
will be steel. 

Crude Awakening 
is much more 
about what's being 
said, though, and 
it’s undeniably 
powerful through- 
out on that front 
Gelpke and McCor- 
mack draw on such 
a diverse range of 
sources—from a 
former Secretary 
General of OPEC to 
a brash, unapolo- 
getic environmen- 
tal lawyer—and 
find such a unifor- 
mity (and elo- 
quence) of opinion that their message 
is almost too effective: it hardly seems 
like anything we can do will matter, 
because it's already much too late. 

There's a similar feeling created in 
the NFB documentary Refugees of the 
Blue Planet, but in this case it feels 
much more forced. Directors Héléne 
Choquette and Jean-Philippe Duval 
don’t seem to trust their story as much 
as the other directors in this set do, 
telling the audience precisely how 
they should feel at almost every turn. 
Their point—that ecological destruc- 
tion will have fairly drastic effects on 
us, too—is well taken, but it would be 
nice if Choquette and Duval could let a 
subject go without displaying an emo- 
tional breakdown, or at least let us do 
our own math—in short, didn’t give us 
something to agree or disagree, with, 
and instead just showed us something 
we hadn't seen before. v 
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t's difficult not to get 
verie, not only because 
ess such a cherished 
Iture—one continually 
ibject of heated critical 
t because reverie itself 
axial position in Malick’s 
films that, despite their 


arrative pay-offs typical of 
es, instead immersing the 
an extremely rare experience 
al immediacy. 
Days of Heaven (1978), 
second Oscar-winning feature as 
v director, at once cemented his 
unusual approach to filmmaking and, 
for a time at least, became his unex- 
oe swan song. (He wouldn't make 
a third film until 1998's The Thin Red 
Line). Following a trio of migrant farm 
{abourers—the on-the-lam Bill (Richard 
Gere), his girlfriend Abby (Brooke 
Adams), who poses as his sister, and 
his real sister Linda (the extraordinary 
Linda Manz)—the story settles on an 
enormous spread of wheat fields over- 
seen by a sickly, shy young farmer 
(Sam Shepard). The trio works the har- 
vest and finally stays the winter when 
the farmer confesses his affection for 
Abby. All this constitutes story, yet 
what Days of Heaven really deals in is 
moments, passages, transitions, trans- 
figuration, splendour and the vulnera- 
bility of human beings when set 
against boundless country. 

The title’s Biblical allusion is rein- 
forced in numerous compelling ways: 
Linda's remarkable, endearingly awk- 
ward, heavily accented voice-over, in 
which she speaks about the Biblical 
apocalypse while images of smiling 
travellers under blue skies unfurl; the 
eventual scenes of fires spreading out 
of control; the plague of locusts that 
consume the farmer's property and are 
sometimes revealed in close-up with 
the same attention and awe that Mal- 
ick bestows upon the characters and 
objects. Edited to accentuate the 
film’s poetic sensibility, images shift 
continually between small details out- 
lining the characters’ emotional 
stakes and the world with which 
they're forced to negotiate. ‘ 

Though set during the second decade 
of the 20th century, Days of Heaven cat- 
ries with it something of the ghost of the 
19th, particularly in its undercurrents of 
: Jeaned from Emerson and 
and in its evocation of man’s 
status in a still-new age of 
enterprise and expansion. A 
gle gives the film its narrative 
but another triangle is just as 
nent in its thematic core, one 
| een man, nature and indus- 

2 heavenly days are fleeting 
eir vestiges cradled in the 
Malick’s sumptuous camera- 
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id Days in 


n with Malick’s film 


work, as fleeting as the harvest season's 
Magic hour that sweeps across the 
Prairies in so many of the film's most 
achingly beautiful scenes. 


IT'S NOT ONLY BECAUSE of it's key 
creative talents—Malick, cinematogra- 
phers Nestor Almendros and Haskell 
Wexler, composer Ennio Morricone and 
the lead actors—that Days of Heaven 
is such a special film. Shot in the 
seemingly endless, roadless, Hutterite 
lands of Southern Alberta with a luxuri- 
ous shooting schedule, an exceedingly 
loose observance of union restrictions 


and granted considerable freedom ~ 


under the auspices of Paramount, it's a” 
film that could probably only have been 
made in that particular window of his- 
tory, before the demise of director-driv- 
en projects, the exploitation of the land 
and the micromanaged system of film- 
making took hold. 

The singularity of the elements 
feeding into Days of Heaven is some- 
thing made clear time and again on Cri- 
terion’s new DVD, which in my book is 
probably the single-best single-disc 
package of the year. The ever-reclusive 
Malick is unsurprisingly not a collabo- 
rator in the film’s extras, but this in no 
way detracts from their appeal and 
information. In fact, there are times 
when great directors make the weak- 
est commentators, as they're unable to 
articulate their feelings about work 
that's emerged from such a slippery, 
instinctive part of the creative con- 
sciousness. This might go some way to 
explaining why the audio commentary 
on Days is so good. Performed by the 
film's editor, casting director, produc- 
tion designer and costume designer, 
the commentary is so rich with anec- 
dote and laid-back analysis precisely 
because these comparatively peripher- 
al collaborators were simultaneously 
heavily involved in multiple aspects of 
the film and able to stand back and see 
it from a distance. And they reveal 
countless fascinating tidbits of produc- 
tion history, like how John Travolta and 
Tommy Lee Jones were originally con- 
sidered for the roles of Bill and the 
farmer, how Manz was found living in a 
laundromat in Manhattan, how Hut- 
terite kids built the row houses for $5 
an hour or how the clouds of locusts 
were created by dropping seeds from 
the sky and shooting them in reverse. 

Of equal interest is a long, thought- 
ful interview with camera operator 
(and later cinematographer) John Bai- 
ley and a shorter, less articulate, but 
still fun interview with Wexler. There 
are also great interviews with Gere 
and Shepard that deal with their com- 
plex interpretations of Malick’s vision 
and his elusive and sometimes frus- 
trating method of working with actors, 
not to mention with their own off- 
camera crushes on Adams. Last but 
not least there’s a wonderful extract 
from Almendros’s autobiography that 
talks in largely layman's terms about 
the daring experiments with natural 
light that endowed the film with its 
haunting imagery, and an excellent 
essay by Adrian Martin. v 





Child's sweetness impossible to hate 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 
€ally, how can you not love a 
Rie boy orphan 


who truly believes ¢) 


he's from Mars and trav- 
THIS IS OK 


els inside of an Ama- 

zon.com cardboard box 

with the warning “FRAGILE: Handle 
with care” on it? David Gordon 
(ohn Cusack) certainly can’t. in 
fact, this celestial orphan named 
Dennis (Bobby Coleman) might be 
the perfect match for science fiction 
writer David. 

That is the sole premise of Mart- 
ian Child, based on the award-win- 
ning novelette by, and about, sci-fi 
author David Gerrold and his experi- 
ences as a single adoptive dad. The 
only major difference is this family 
film leaves out the part where David 
is gay, and instead makes him a wid- 
ower with an attractive “friend,” 
Harlee, played by Amanda Peet. 

Martian Child doesn't deviate 
much from this basic logline. What 
very little conflict there is, most of 
the issues focus on Dennis's inability 
to adapt to the real world. Endearing 
scenes in which Dennis successfully 
predicts the future or tastes colours 
actually promote the idea that he’s a 
Martian, but David barely struggles 
with these notions, and has Dennis 
stapled as a humanoid early on. 

There are some come-and-go 
issues with the boy's kleptomania 
and the first draft of the sequel to 
David's “Harry Potter in space” novel 
being due very soon, but Dennis's 
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DVRECTED BY MENNO MEIES 

WAITEN BY SETH BASS JONATHAN TLS 
STARRING JOHN CUSACK, AMANDA PET BOY 
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stealing problems are underused, 
and David whips up a product for his 
publisher effortlessly. 

It also tries to force us to ask 
whether David is capable of good 
parenting, even though he’s a better 
father than mine, yours and about 90 
per cent of the general dad popula- 
tion. And just in case, his sister 
(played by Cusack’s real sister Joan) 
is around for helpful advice. 


DIRECTOR MENNO MEYJES is a protit- 
ic screenwriter whose credentials 
include The Color Purple and the 
Hitler biopic Max (which he also 
directed), but he did not pen this 


screenplay, and it shows. Dennis 
and David's problems are admitted! 
tough, but easily resolved. ‘ 
Martian Child contrives a theme 
about being yourself no matter how 
absurd your behavior is, and it ham- 
mers the same be-yourself rhetoric 
Tepeatedly. At the same time, it pro- 
fesses social adaptation, therefore 
nullifying the aforementioned crux 
But whatever your conclusion is, the 
poignancy is hardly capable of 
reaching a five-year-old. It's mostly 
just about charm. : 
John Cusack is wonderfer 
throughout. Although his penchant 
awkwardness is still prevalent, his 
character's solid approach with the 
boy makes him quirkily confident. 
Bobby Coleman doesn’t have to do 
much as an actor, just talk in a quiet, 
taspy voice until the end where he 
has to show a little more emotion. 
But he’s undeniably lovable, and 
together with Cusack, the weirdo- 
chemistry is very convincing 
In the way that Superbad twisted 
into a fraternal love story, Martian 
Child is a paternal love story, only 
the chase isn’t an obnoxious, husk? 
friend—it’s an enchanting little boy. 
The “chase” is rather short, and 
potential confrontations are sacri- 
ficed for smiles. But like the orphan 
in the box, it’s not humanly possible 
to dislike Martian Child. Not even a 
little. It is sweet and warm, and it 
leaves you with a floaty feeling simi- 
lar to having your pinky grasped by a 
baby’s tiny hand. w 
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DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
he funny thing about comedy is 
that you can’t really 


appraise it by reduc- p 


ing it to type. For example, 

when trying to gauge your 

eee in Death THIS SUCKS 
at a Funeral, | might ask some ques- 
tions to get some inkling of your sen- 
sibility. Do you like gags where an 
uptight guy takes a hallucinogen by 


GARNEAU 
th 


INTO THE WILD 


NIGHTLY 6:45 & 9:30 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00 PM 
ATED 144 


ONE SHOW ONLY - THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25 (9:45 P 





accident and starts to burble like a 
brain-injured baby? How about jokes 
involving a gay, blackmailing, Ameri- 


OPENS FA, NOV 2 


DEATH AT A FUNERAL 
DIRECTED BY FRANK 2 

WRITTEN BY DEAN CRAG 

STARRING MATTHEW MACFADYEN,KELEY HAWES 
ANDY HYMAN, EWAN BREMNER 


COMEDY 


can midget, who also, as it happens, 
winds up being fed hallucinogenic 
drugs? How about corpses falling out 
of caskets? How about old man’s poo 
on a young man’s fingers? 

You're getting the idea by now. 
Death at a Funeral is full of some pret- 
ty puerile farce. You're also guessing 
that the critic telling you this stuff 
probably looks down on puerile farce. 
But the thing is, I’m not at all against 
toilet humour. And I actually have a 
special fondness for really, really 
dumb jokes. What I’m not fond of is 
when filmmakers telegraph every one 
of these dumb jokes far, far in 
advance of their playing out. Nor am I 
very fond of movies where there are 
actually only about four jokes running 
through the whole goddamned thing 
and, through mindless cross-cutting, 
they just get repeated over and over 
and over and over again. And again. 

Directed by Frank Oz and written 
by Dean Craig, Death at a Funeral, to 
its credit, does nothing to disguise 
itself as anything other than what it is: 
a hokey, broad, ensemble gag-a-thon 
involving upper-class English twits 





Dave Clarke and his electro-acoustic ensemble of 
musicians and singers create a trip-hop and dub 
electronica songscape to accompany the 1927 
Hollywood silent melodrama 
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Old man poo: a device in anda 
description of Death at a Funeral 


doing all the stereotypical things that 
one expects such twits to do. 

But Jesus it stinks. It wants to put 
the fun back into funeral but winds up 
sucking the life out of the audience 
It’s actually kind of astonishing to wit- 
ness the dearth of invention on dis 
play here. Okay, admittedly, I don’t 
think I've actually seen old man’s poo 
on a young man’s fingers before, but 
the experience wasn’t exactly a reve- 
lation, let me tell you. 


THERE IS, OF COURSE, a nominal story- 


line to follow. Aspiring Daniel (Matthew 
Macfadyen) lives in the shadow of his 
successful writer/brother Robert 
(Rupert Graves), so much so that even 
at his father’s funeral everyone seems 
disappointed that Daniel's delivering the 
eulogy instead of Robert. Plus, Robert 
won't go halvsies on the heady funeral 
costs while Daniel's fetching young wife 
Jane (Keeley Hawes) is nagging Daniel 
to put a down payment on a London 
flat. That's pretty much it. Not a lot to 
hang some shitty gags on, and certainly 
not enough to actually give a shit about 
A lark is a lark is a lark, but a lark still 
needs to engage us. 

I did laugh occasionally during 
Death at a Funeral, but it was exclu- 
sively a “I can’t believe they're really 
going through with this” laugh or a 
“My god, I can’t believe this movie is 
still going” laugh. And you know, 40 
minutes or so into something like this 
you start to get giddy, kind of like after 
too much Teletubbies. Did I mention 


there's old man’s poo? w 
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on the life of Harlem 
Jcas, a man so bad he 






A FUNERAL Frank Oz directs 


about what happens when the 


iL VISIONS FILM FESTIVAL Edmon- 
; itical-oriented documentary film 
fes oe for its 26th year, featuring 
more an 40 films from around the 
0 rid, Read Omar Moullem’s interview 
with Confessions of an Innocent Man 
director David Paperny on page 44. Read 
reviews of the Global Visions films start- 
ing on page 45. 


MARTIAN CHILD John Cusack stars in 
this story based on David Gerrold’s novel. 
Cusack plays a depressed writer who 
tries to start a family by adopting a child, 
only to find out that the little boy he 
adopts claims to be from Mars. It's a 
heart-warmer, though, so odds are 
against Cusack being devoured/used as a 
slave gladiator for the amusement of 
Martian overlords. Read Omar 
Mouallem’s review on page 49. 


SUNRISE: A SONG OF TWO HUMANS 


FW Murnau's classic melodrama—one of 
the swan songs of the silent film era— 
follows the story of a city woman who 
uses her feminine wiles to convince a 
married country boy to cheat on his wife, 
then tries to convince him to kill his wife 
so they can be together in the city. This 
particular version will be given a trip- 
hop/dub soundtrack by local 
Musician/sound designer Dave Clarke. 
Read Josef Braun's review on page 50. 
METRO CINEMA; MON, NOV 5 -THU, NOV 8 (8 PM) 


7 As 
WHITE CHRISTMAS Bing Crosby and 
Danny Kaye star as two song-and-dance 
men who spend their Christmas at a Ver- 
mont inn n financial trouble. Luckily, all 
ally needs to survive is Bing 
Crosby a d Danny Kaye's magical blend 
and dancing. Featuring, of 
imeless Christmas classic 


” by Boney M. OVAL ALBERTA 
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FILM LISTINGS 


FRI, NOV 2-THU, NOV 8, 2007 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
8094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
Daily 8:00 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 
Fri Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00 


130 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 


ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE 
(PG, violence) 

Fri-Sat 1:30, 4:15, 6:50, 9:20, 11:45; 
Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:15, 6:50, 9:20 


content) 
Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:25, 7:05, 9:30, 11:40; 
Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:25, 7:05, 9:30 


3:10 TO YUMA (14A, violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:25, 4:10, 7:20, 9:55, 12:20; 
Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:10, 7:20, 9:55 


HALLOWEEN (18A, brutal violence, 
gory scenes) 
Fri-Sat 9:15, 11:50; Sun-Thu 9:15 


MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY (G) 
Daily 2:05, 4:20, 6:55 


STARDUST (PG, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for young children) 
Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:05, 6:45, 9:25, 11:55; 
Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:05, 6:45, 9:25 


UNDERDOG (G) 
Fri-Sat 2:10, 4:50, 7:00, 9:10, 11:20; 
Sun-Thu 2:10, 4:50, 7:00, 9:10 


THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (14A) 
Fri-Sat 1:50, 4:40, 7:15, 9:45, 12:15; 
Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:40, 7:15, 9:45 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 
Fri-Sat 2:00, 4:50, 7:30, 9:30, 11:35; 
Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:50, 7:30, 9:30 


HAIRSPRAY (PG) 
Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:35, 7:05, 9:40, 12:10; 
Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:35, 7:05, 9:40 


1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU 
CHUCK AND LARRY (14A) 
Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:45, 7:25, 9:50, 12:20; 
Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:45, 7:25, 9:50 


RATATOUILLE (G) 
Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:30, 7:10, 9:30, 12:00; 
Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:30, 7:10, 9:30 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children) 
Fri-Sat 12:30, 4:10, 7:35, 10:50; Sun- 
Thu 12:30, 4:10, 7:35 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 137th Avenue, 732-2236 
AMERICAN GANGSTER (18A) 


No passes; Daily 12:40, 2:30, 4:10, 
6:40, 8:30, 10:10 


BEE MOVIE (G) 

no passes; Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:30, 
1:15, 2:00, 3:00, 3:45, 4:30, 5:30, 6:20, 
8:00, 9:00, 10:30; Tue 12:30, 2:00, 
3:00, 3:45, 4:30, 5:30, 6:20, 8:00, 9:00, 
10:30; Star and Strollers Screening: Tue 
1:00 

MARTIAN CHILD (G) 

Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 1;00, 3:40, 7:15, 
10:20; Tue 3:40, 7:15, 10:20; Star and 
Strollers Screening; Tue 1:00 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 

Daily 1:40, 4:50, 7:30, 10:15 

SAW IV (18A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) 

Daily 12:45, 3:10, 5:20, 7:50, 10:40 
30 DAYS OF NIGHT (18A, gory 
scenes) 

Daily 1:50, 5:00, 7:40, 10:35 

GONE BABY GONE (14A, coarse 
language, violence) 

Daily 1:30, 4:20, 7:10, 10:05 

WE OWN THE NIGHT (14A, brutal 
violence, sexual content, substance 





abuse) 
Daily 1:20, 4:40, 7:20, 10:25 
THE HEARTBREAK KID (134, sex- 


ual content) 
Daily 7:05, 9:50 


GOOD LUCK CHUCK (18A, sexual © 


MICHAEL CLAYTON (14A) 
Daily 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:40 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 
Daily 1:10, 4:00, 7:00, 9:30 


THE ASSASSINATION OF JESSE 
JAMES BY THE COWARD 
ROBERT FORD (14) 

Daily 2:20, 6:30, 10:00 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 
1525-99 St, 496-8585 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 

No passas; Dally 12:15, 2:30, 4:15, 
6:30, 8:00, 10:15 

BEE MOVIE (G) 

No passes; Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:30, 
1:30, 2°15, 3:00, 4:00, 4:45, 5:30, 6:45, 
7:30, 9:00, 9:45; Tue 12:30, 2:15, 3:00, 
4:00, 4:45, 5:30, 6:45, 7:30, 9:00, 9:45; 
Star and Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 


MARTIAN CHILD (G) 
Daily 1:10, 3:50, 6:30, 9:15 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Daily 12:20, 3:10, 7:15, 9:40 


SAW IV (18A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) 
Daily 2:00, 5:00, 7:50, 10:30 


RENDITION (144, violence) 
Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:50, 3:40, 6:50, 
9:45; Tue 3:40, 6:50, 9:45; Star and 
Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 


30 DAYS OF NIGHT (18A, gory 
scenes) 
Daily 1:50, 4:50, 7:40, 10:20 


GONE BABY GONE (14A, coarse 
language, violence) 
Daily 1:00, 3:45, 6:40, 9:20 


WE OWN THE NIGHT (14A, brutal 
violence, sexual content, substance 
abuse) 

Daily 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 10:10 


THE HEARTBREAK KID (18A, sex- 
ual content) 
Daily 7:45, 10:30 


MICHAEL CLAYTON (14A) 
Daily 12:15, 3:30, 7:10, 10:00 


INTO THE WILD (14A) 
Daily 12:40, 4:40, 8:15 


THE KINGDOM (14A, violence) 
Dally 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 9:50 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 
Dally 1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 9:30 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
8882-170 St, 444-1829 
SYDNEY WHITE (PG) 


Fri 4:30, 7:10, 10:00; Sat-Sun 1:10, 
4:30, 7:10, 10:00; Mon-Thu 7:10, 10;00 


HALLOWEEN (18A, brutal violence, 
gory scenes) 
Daily 9:50 


MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY (G) 

Fri 4:45, 6:45, 9:10; Sat-Sun 12:40, 
2:30, 4:45, 6:45, 9:10; Mon-Thu 6:45, 
9:10 


STARDUST (PG, frightening scenes, 

not recommended for young children) 
Fri Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:50, 

3:45, 6:50, 9:30 


THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (144) 
Fri 4:15, 7:00, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:15, 
7:00, 9:45; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:45 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 
Fri 4:40, 7:30; Sat-Sun 12:45, 2:40, 
4:40, 7:30; Mon-Thu 7:30 


HAIRSPRAY (PG) 
Fri 4:00, 6:40, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:15, 4:00, 
6:40, 9:15; Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:15 


HARRY POTTER AND THE 
ORDER OF THE PHOENIX (PG, 
frightening scenes, not recommend- 
ed for young children) 

Fri Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:30, 
3:30, 6:30, 9:20 


RATATOUILLE (G) 
Fri 4:20, 7:15, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:20, 
7:15, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:1, 9:40 


BEE MOVIE(G) 

No passes, Dolby Stereo Digital; Daily 
12:30, 2:40, 4:50, 7:00, 9:20 
AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 


No passes, Dolby Stereo Digital; Daily 
12:45, 4:15, 7:45 


DEATH AT A FUNERAL (144, 
Coarse language) 

Dolby Stereo Digital; Daily 12:40, 2:50, 
5:00, 7:10, 9:30 


30 DAYS OF NIGHT (18A, gory 
scenes) 

DTS Digital; Fri Sun-Tue Thu 1:30, 4:30, 
7:20, 10:00; Sat 7:20, 10:00; Wed 1:30, 
10:00 

MICHAEL CLAYTON (14A) 

DTS Digital; Fri Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:00, 
6:40; Sat 1:20, 6:40 


WE OWN THE NIGHT (144, brutal 
violence, sexual content, substance 
abuse) 

OTS Digital; Daily 9:40 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
DTS Digital; Daily 1:40, 3 


MARTIAN CHILD (G) 
OTS Digital; Dally 1:10, 3:40, 6:30, 9:15 


THE ASSASSINATION OF JESSE 
JAMES BY THE COWARD 
ROBERT FORD (144) 

DTS Digital; Daily 1:00, 4:40, 8:00 


SAW IV (18A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) 
DTS Digital; Daily 1:50, 4:35, 7:30, 9:50 


PURE PWNAGE: EPISODE 15 
(14A) 
Sat 4:00 


CLAREVIEW 10 
4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 


THE HEARTBREAK KID (18A, sex- 
ual content) 

Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:00, 6:35; Mon-Thu 4:00, 
6:35 


RENDITION (14A, violence) 
Daily 9:20 


WE OWN THE NIGHT (14A, brutal 
violence, sexual content, substance 
abuse) 

Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:05, 6:40, 9:25; Mon-Thu 
4:05, 6:40, 9:25 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 
Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:15, 6:45, 9:15; Mon-Thu 
4:15, 6:45, 9:15 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:30, 7:20, 9:40; Mon-Thu 
4:30, 7:20, 9:40 


30 DAYS OF NIGHT(18A, gory 
scenes) 

Fri-Sun 1:25, 4:25, 7:05, 9:35; Mon-Thu 
4:25, 7:05, 9:35 


SAW IV (18A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) 

Fri-Sun 12:40, 3:00, 5:10, 7:25, 9:50; 
Mon-Thu 5:10, 7:25, 9:50. 


AMERICAN GANGSTER(18A) 

on 2 screens; Fri-Sun 12:50, 1:40, 4:10, 
5:00, 7:30, 8:30; Mon-Thu 4:10, 5:00, 
7:30, 8:30 


BEE MOVIE(G) 

‘on 2 screens; Fri-Sun 12:30, 1:00, 2:40, 
3:30, 4:50, 6:30, 7:00, 9:00, 9:30; Mon- 
Thu 3:30, 4:50, 6:30, 7:00, 9:00, 9:30 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
No passes; Fri 4:00, 8:00; Sat-Sun 
12:00, 4:00, 8:00; Mon-Thu 8:00 


BEE MOVIE (G) 

No passes; Fri 4:10, 5:00, 7:00, 7:30, 
9:20, 9:50; Sat-Sun 12:10, 1:00, 2:30, 
4:10, 5:00, 7:00, 7:30, 9:20, 9:50; Mon- 
Thu 7:00, 7:30, 9:20, 9:50 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Fri 3:40, 7:20, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3;40, 
7:20, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:40 


SAW IV (18A, brutal violence, gory 
scanes, disturbing content) 

Fri 4:40, 7:40, 10:20; Sat-Sun 1:30, 
4:40, 7:40, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:40, 10:20 


RENDITION (144, violence) 
Fri Mon-Thu 6:40; Sat-Sun 12:40, 6:40 





>, 6:50, 9:10 





30 DAYS OF NIGHT (184, gory 
scenes) 
Fri-Sun 4:15, 9:45; Mon-Thu 9:45 


WE OWN THE NIGHT (714A, brutal 
Violence, sexual content, substance 
abuse) 

Fri 4:30, 7:10, 10:15; Sat-Sun 1:20, 
4:30, 7:10, 10:15; Mon-Thu 7:10, 10:15 
MICHAEL CLAYTON (144) 

Fri 3:50, 7:15, 10:00; Sat-Sun 12:50, 
3:50, 7:15, 10:00; Mon-Thu 7:15, 10:00 
THE GAME PLAN (G) 

Fri 4:20, 7:05, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:30, 
4:20, 7:05, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:20 
ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG, not 
recommended for children} 

Fri 3:30, 6:50, 10:10; Sat-Sun 12:20, 
3:30, 6:50, 10:10; Mon-Thu 6:50, 10:10 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
INTO THE WILD (144) 


Daily 6:45, 9:20; Sat Sun 2:00; No 6:45 
movie on Tue, Nov. 6 


GRANDIN THEATRE 
Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill 
Ave, St. Albert, 458-9822 
DATE OF ISSUE ONLY: THU, NOV. 
a 
THE GAME PLAN (G) 
Thu, Nov. 1: 12:40, 2:45, 4:45, 6:45, 
6:55 


THE COMEBACKS (144) 

Thu, Nov. 1: 12:45, 2:25, 4:05, 5:45, 
7:30, 9:15 

SAW IV (18A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, and disturbing content, no 
passes) 

Thu, Nov. 1: 1:25, 3:25, 5:25, 7:25, 9:25 
ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE 
(PG, violence) 

Thu, Nov. 1: 12:35, 2:40, 4:50, 7:00, 
9:05 


MICHAEL CLAYTON (14A) 
Thu, Nov. 1; 1:45, 4:15, 6:50, 9:00 


LEDUC CINEMAS 
4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 


SAW IV 
(18A, brutal violence, gory scenes, and 
disturbing content) 


Daily 7:05, 9:35; Sat, Sun 1:05, 3:25 


THE BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat, Sun 1:10, 3:20 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (183A) 
Fri Sat 6:55, 10:00; Sun-Thu 7:20; Sat 
Sun 1:20 


RENDITION (14A, violence) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:30 


MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 
Camrose, 780-608-2144 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (18A) 
Daily 7:30; Sat, Sun 1:50 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 7:15, 9:05; Sat, Sun 2:15 


MICHAEL CLAYTON (PG) 
Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat, Sun 2:05 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 
Daly 7:10, 9:10; Sat, Sun 2:10 


RENDITION (14A, violence) 
Daily 7:00, 9:20; Sat, Sun 2:00 


205 Main St, Spruce Grove, 972-2332. 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat Sun 2:00 


}METROCINEMA | 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 
425-9212 
SUNRISE: A SONG OF TWO 
HUMANS (G) 
Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu 8:00 
GLOBAL VISIONS FILM FESTIVAL 


(STC) 
Nov. 1-4 

































10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 | 


THE DARJEELING LIMITED (14A) 
Daily 7:00, 9:10; Sat Sun 2:30 


LUST CAUTION (PR) 
Fri 6:30, 9:30; Sat 2:00 
2:00, 7:30; Mon-Thu 7 





SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


-170 


WEM, 444-2400 






No passes; Daity 12:15, 2 . 
6:30, 8:00, 10:20 | 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
No passes; Fri Sun-Tue Thu 1 





DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 

Daily 12:10, 3:00, 7:25, 9:35 

SAW IV (18A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, dis’ ig content) 

Daily 1:15, 50, 10:40 
RENDITION (14A, 
Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:45, 
9:40; Tue 7:00, 9;40 

30 DAYS OF NIGHT (18A, gory 
scenes) 

Daily 12:30, 4:20, 7:00, 9:50 

WE OWN THE NIGHT (714A, brutal 
violence, sexual content, substance 
abuse) 















Fri-Tue Thu 1:20, 4:45, 7:40, 10:30 
Wed 4:45, 7:40, 10:30; Star and 
Svollers: Wed 12:55 

THE HEARTBREAK KID (184A, sex- 
ual content) 

Daily 7:30, 10:15 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 

Daily 12:40, 3:15, 7:05, 9:55 
TRANSFORMERS: THE IMAX 
EXPERIENCE (PG, violence not rec 
ommended for young children) 

Daily 12:30, 3:45, 7:00, 10:05 


ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG, not 
recommended for children) 

Fri-Sun Tue-Thu 12:20, 3:45, 7:10 
10:25; Mon 12:20, 3:45, 10:25 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 


BEE MOVIE (G) 

No passes, Dolby Stereo Digital; Fri 
Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:30, 
2:45, 5:00, 7:10, 9:20 


MICHAEL CLAYTON (144) 
Dolby Stereo Digital; Fri Mon-Thu 6:45; 
Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:50, 6:45 


RENDITION (14A, violence) 

Dolby Stereo Digital; Daily 9:25 
AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
DTS Digital, no passes; Fri Mon-Thu 
7:30; Sat-Sun 12:45, 4:00, 7:30 

SAW IV (18A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) DTS 
Digital; Fri Mon-Thu 6:55, 9:10; Sat- 
Sun 1:00, 3:45, 6:55, 9:10 


| __ WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 
790-352-9922 


SAW IV (184A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, and disturbing content) 
Daily 7:05, 9:35; Sat, Sun 1:05, 3:25 
THE BEE MOVIE (G) 

Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat, Sun 1:10, 3:20 
AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 

Fri Sat 6:55, 10:00; Sun-Thu 7:20; Sat 
Sun 1:20 


RENDITION (714A, violence) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:30 
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Me 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING NOV 1, 20 
L Robert Plant & Alison Krauss — Raising Sound (rounder) 


2. Iron & Wine - The Shepherds Dog (sub pop) 
3. Bruce Springsteen - Magic (columbia) 

4. Sam Baker - Pretty World (sam baker) 

5 Neil Young - Chrome Dreams 2 (reprise) 

6. The Weakerthans — Reunion Tour (anti) 





7. Mary Gauthier - Between Daylight And Dark (lost highway) 
8. Steve Earle - Washington Square Serenade (new west) 


9. Ween - La Cucaracha (chocodog) 


10. Mark Knopfler — Kill To Get Crimson (mercury) 


11. The Sadies - New Seasons (outside) 
12. MIA - Kala (xi) 


13.Stars - In Our Bedroom After The War (arts & crafts) 
14.Pinback — Autumn Of The Seraphs (touch & go) 


15.Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings - 100 Days 100 Nights (daptone) 


16.Samantha Schultz - Both Sides (samantha schultz) 
17. Bettye LaVette - The Scene Of The Crime (anti) 


18. Peanut Butter Wolf - B-Ball Zombie War (stones throw) 


19. Snog— The Last Days Of Rome (metropolis) 
20.New Pomographers — Challengers (last gang) 


21.Blue Rodeo - Small Miracles (wamer) 


22. Shuyler Jansen - Today's Remains (black hen) 
23. High On Fire - Death Is This Communion (relapse) 





Dan's so-called Life: bad on.a few levels 


NOW PLAYING 


DAN IN REAL LIFE 

DVRECTED BY PETER HEDGES 

WRITTEN BY HEDGES PIERCE GARDNER 
STARRING STEVE CARELL, JULIETTE BINOCHE 
DANE COOK 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
an in Real Life seems to start 


off in real life. You 
can barely keep 
count of the shruggingly real : 


elements in the opening 
sequence because it’s so THIS SUCKS 
surprising to see (1) a single parent, (2) 
getting up early, scurrying about a (3) 
messy, (4) small-sized house (5) doing 
laundry and (6) making sandwiches for 
his (7) not-so-sweet daughters and 
later being late to pick them up in a (8) 
beaten-up old car. It just might add up 
to a fairly relaxed, genuine drama ... 

Until Dan and his girls drive far, far 
away, crossing a bridge to Hollywood 
Fake-Family Land, nestled near Rusti- 
cally Charming Small Town. Dan’s 
troublesome grief for his late wife is 
left far behind as they pull into the 
fantastic upper-middle class world of 
his parents’ (actually called Nana and 
Poppy!) luxurious seaside home. 

Poor Dan is relegated to a cot in the 
laundry room, and so begins another 
sad-sack man-child performance by 
Steve Carell. But he’s not so down-and- 
out that he can’t strike up a heartfelt 
chat with a woman he meets in town. 
Then Dan’s luck drops back in its usual 
direction—the Euro-sophisticate in town 
with the sparkly smile is Marie (Juliette 


COMEDY 


Binoche), his slightly schmo-ish brother 
Mitch's (Dane Cook) new girlfriend. So 
what's an advice columnist to do? 

Well, dear reader, (1) lie, and (2) lie 
around, and (3) mope in self-pity, then 
(4) regress into such childish petulance 
that he hangs around with everyone's 
kids, and (5) get so resentful that he 
has sex with a true “hottie” just to spite 
the increasingly jealous Marie. 

Dan in Real Life confuses charm with 
childishness and romance with the sort 
of endless yearning you'd find ina 
badly written teen diary (or maybe just 
in the film’s song lyrics: “My hands are 
shaking from carrying this torch for 
you”). Dan and his perfectly ridiculous 
extended family are always playing 
games: charades, theatre night, and—a 
crossword competition?!? It’s the kind 
of non-existent home where a sister- 
in-law wonders sweetly to everyone, 
“Will Dan ever find love again?” 


THEN THERE'S THE MISOGYNY. Marie's 


forced into a shower with Dan or hap- 


pens to do alluring aerobics mov; 

right in front of him. A blind date 
widely mocked by her childhood nic: 

name Pigface, turns out to be— 
wow!—a rich, sexy thing driven b 

“Fever” on the jukebox to shake he; 
thang. (Then she’s dropped until she 
can smooth out an edge in the drama 
at its astonishingly rushed end.) 

After the film’s family values syrup is 
tapped out, its WASPy judgmentalisn 
remains (this clan surveills and advise 
and admonishes more than the Bush 
administration) and Dan can only 
chastise himself before the more adult 
scornful Three Furies he's raising. 

To clinch 2007's Most Emotional 
Exploitation of Children in a Movie 
Award, Dan’s children actually star 
at him lovingly and say, “Go get her.’ 
But middle daughter Cara is targeted 
by the film's creepy voyeurism. Her 
moist-eyed, full-lipped Lolita-ness is 
exploited from the moment Dan finds 
her thong underwear to the scene 
where she ties a cherry stalk into a 
knot with her teeth. 

But maybe she’s just catering to the 
demographic, because for a movie 
trying to show a grown man in lov: 
Dan in Real Life, just like the semi 
man’s scolding mom says, keeps “act 
ing like a 15-year-old.” v 


— 


24. Joni Mitchell — Shine (wamer) 

25.Cuff The Duke — Sidelines Of The City (hardwood) 
26. Underworld — Oblivion With Bells (side one) 
27.Wilco — Sky Blue Sky (nonesuch) 

28. The National — Boxer (4ad) 


Nothing you haven't Saw before 


NOW PLAYING 


SAW IV 
DIRECTED BY DARREN LYNN BOUSMAN 
WRITTEN BY PATRICK MELTON, MARCUS DUNSTAN 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan @vueweekly.com saw's ex-wife (Betsy Russell). 


AS FILTHY-NASTY as Saw IV tries to 


become after the autopsy sequence, 


HORROR 


30. The Traveling Wilburys — Collection (rhino) 


the grey-haired terminally 


: ‘ 5 s far as despicable vigilante 
29. Various - The Gift: A Tribute To lan Tyson (stony plain) Aezees go, Jig- 
5 saw (Tobin Bell), ¢y 


GEOFF BERNER 


THE WEDDING DANCE OF THE WIDOW BRIDE 


The Klezmer party of 2007 has arrived 
in the form of Geoff Bemer's 'Wedding 
Dance Of The Widow Bride’. This 
Vancouver madman has aimed at 

t this style of music back into 

s and hearts of us all. 










Accordion as the motor. 


s involving Sex ,Politics and Booze 
nce along side ‘The Widow Bride’ with 


OM /MEGATUM 







10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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ill mastermind engineer of 
the Saw series (back for THISISOK 
Saw IV) who kidnaps people and sub- 
jects them to horrible pain and 
shame, takes the cake (with perhaps 
that nasty red-hooded demon child in 
Hard Candy running a close second). 
That's perhaps why the most notable 
scene of the logic challenging but 
nonetheless ordinary fourth installment 
is its opening, Jigsaw's seemingly non- 
threatening corpse being laid into on 
an autopsy slab. A fixed frame observes 
his pale blue noggin and tummy exam- 
ined by Saw III's Forensic Hoffman 
(Costas Mandylonr); it’s a rare moment 
in the series that assaults the senses 
through a simple meditation on what 
appears violent, despite the passivity of 


FILM 


STARRING TOBIN BELL, COSTAS MANDYLOR, 
LYRIO BENT 


both the subject and the camera. 

The film score tickles the viewer's 
anticipation as though Jigsaw might 
leap forward like a zombie, but he 
doesn’t. Instead Hoffman discovers an 
audio tape in his stomach, which 
reveals upon playback that his mur- 
derous games are back in swing. 

Soon enough, SWAT commander 
Rigg (Lyriq Bent) is bent on finding his 
missing cohorts, including Saw II's 
Eric Mathews (Donnie Wahlberg), and 
gets tossed into a web of mean folks 
in kinky traps with his pal promised to 
be alive at the end by a video feed. 
Some naive investigators leap on his 
tail while incessantly questioning Jig- 


the winces I experienced were hardly 
effective in trekking beyond the dis- 
comfort felt the first three times. Half 
torn scalps and faces deeply pressed 
into tiers of Ginsu knives alike, it’s all 
rather overconfident and uninspired. 

And if you part with any wisdom 
towards the multiplex, let it be that you 
see the first three films as a key to 
know what the hell is going in. It dives 
in like the twelfth volume of an obscure 
manga novel with little detail about the 
previous events in the franchise. 

And Jigsaw, just because | failed to 
quit smoking and eating meat more 
than five times and missed a student 
loan payment doesn’t mean I'm a hormi- 
ble person, and that I need to be taught 
any “lessons.” That's my friggin’ busi- 
ness, so back off you dirty old man. ¥ 





















jn@vueweekly.com 
Dasher and Dancer 
jose other reindeer, 


inadian reindeer of all? 

EP eattanly works hard enough to 
r | notice. Caribou (aka 
saith) did, after all, start in the 
g ood of 670 tracks before 
ae up with the nine that grace 
s latest release, Andorra. And he is 
ently flying around the continent 
ing the glorious gift of his mind- 
g@ music—taking only two days 
ff in the five weeks of tour leading 
» to his band’s date with Edmonton. 

“py the time we get to Edmonton, 
won't be sane in the slightest,” he 
dmits over the phone from Florida. 
{o, you get into a kind of a rhythm of 
| guess. After the first couple of 
eeks, it just assumes normality: 
ing on tour, doing a show every 
y. I quite like it. The music gets bet- 
er and better the more you play it 


veryday.” 
NITH THE LUSHNESS of caribou’s 


usic, it's sometimes hard to believe 
hat Snaith has put it all together in a 

y bedroom studio with what he 
alls a “crappy little condenser micro- 
hone” and the first synth ever sold at 

oolworths in the UK. But then he 
works hard to gain the warmth of 






























EN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

usic and memory are inex- 
tricably linked together. 
Songs become wrapped up 
the circumstances in which they 
e heard, and meanings build and 
volve throughout the years. For Sere- 
a Ryder, much of the past year has 
een spent on the road touring behind 
ler last album, an enticing set of cov- 
appropriately titled [f Your Memory 
erves You Well after a line in “This 
eel’s on Fire,” one of the tunes that 
she leaves her mark on. The album is 
Set of tunes that hold special mean- 
ig for Ryder. 

Right now, though, the singer is in 
Nashville hotel room nearing the 
‘nd of a US tour opening up for Paolo 
Vutini in support of a new EP, Told You 
in a Whispered Song, that is so far 
Vvailable only south of the border, 
though Ryder says it should be out 
her native Canada soon. 

The release serves a couple of pur- 
poses for the singer: in the US it is a 
ort of introduction for her—"I've done 
couple little tours down here, but 
ever extensively,” she notes—and for 
ans of her last album the EP is a state- 
ent of purpose that lets people know 
Where her head and heart are at these 


SS | Fal Nov 2(0 PM) 


> | CARIBOU 


WITH BORK RUFFIANS 
Ex | STARLTEROOM, $2450 


music made by a band—to make it 
sound “alive,” even leaving in certain 
imperfections. 

“I want to have there be as much as. 
possible, I guess, evidence of a human 
behind it,” he tries to explain. “You 
know, people think of music recorded 
on a computer sounding really sterile or 
whatever, but whether | put it together 
on a computer or not, I want it to be as 
packed full of a kind of emotion, a kind 
of energy. That's kind of what I get from 
the music, and from playing the music 
live ... is that it has some kind of emo- 
tional arc to the song.” 

Before every tour, Snaith and his 
bandmates spend time figuring out 
how to translate the many layers of 
each track into a live format. 

“| never want to be, ‘Oh, we won't be 
able to play this song live, so | am not 
going to do whatever on record.’ I don’t 
want to limit the records in that way,” 
he says. “But I do think of times of play- 
ing music. That's what I did before I 
recorded music or anything else—play 
instruments. It’s never unusual for me 
to be listening back to a loop that I've 
made, and be playing wild air guitar 
over the top of it ... just kind of feeling 


days as she prepares to record a full- 
length follow-up to If Your Memory 
Serves You Well. Ryder sees absolutely 
nothing wrong with remembering 
where she came from, but those mem- 
ories also play an important role in 
where she’s heading. 

“\'ye made a lot of records on my 
own and been writing since | was 
about 13, so I’ve written a lot of songs 
and I've listened to a lot of music, and 
| think this EP is kind of letting people 
know where I'm at right now—this is 


PETERKAIZ/59 | ay | 
BACKLASH BLUES / 61 





the song in that kind of way, thinking of 
it in terms of playing it live.” 

That might leave you with a visual 
of a before-losing-his-mind Tom 
Cruise in Risky Business ('Yeah, that’s 
the one, dorking out in my room,” he 





what it sounds like, me and my guitar, 
and the songs are really intense 
because it’s been a really intense year 
for me,” Ryder explains over the 
phone. “I've spent probably 10 
months of the last year on the road, 
so it’s kind of looking at myself from 
the outside, but being really intro- 
spective and really seeing what my 
life has been like and how it’s been 
totally changed. 

“{t’s trying to centre myself in my 
lifestyle,” she continues. “Everyone 


MUSIC 


LOCUST / 68 a" 








laughs), but Snaith’s story is as lay- 
ered as his music that one critic 
dubbed “a psychedelic bliss machine.” 

While obsessing over the perfect 
sonic blend since 2000, Snaith also 
found time to earn a PhD in mathe- 


tee | TUE NOV 6 (7:30 PM) 
= | SERENA RY 


WITH GUEST 
=a INVER HOROWITZ THEATRE $24.50 


chooses their life and chooses the 
things that are around them, and this 
record is really just how it feels to 
start realizing that you're responsible 
for everything that’s around you and 
how that can be really fucking frus- 
trating, because everything that goes 
wrong is your fault and everything 
that goes right is your fault, so it’s not 
like you're just plopped onto the earth 
and just left there and things are done 
to you. | feel like this EP is kind of me 
realizing that I have to take a little bit 
more responsibility for where | am 
and what I'm doing.” 


FOR RYDER, MUSIC IS very much like a 
journal that captures a moment in 
time, preserving it. And, though she’s 
only now nearing her mid-20s, Ryder 
has already chronicled a good portion 
of her life on record. “I've only put out 
four,” she laughs, “But I've made eight 
or nine that I'd sell at concerts when | 
was younger ... | made my first tape 
when I was 15.” 


NOV 1 - 


‘s the most mathematically-inclined reindeer of them all? 


matics in London (where he still lives) 
a couple of years ago. You may not 
hear the academic in the music, but 
you can certainly hear it in the way he 
tries to explain his process. Even after 
four well-received full-length albums, 
he says he doesn’t feel qualified to 
respond to what makes music— 
whether in its creation or in its enjoy- 
ment—such an intrinsic thing to the 
human experience. 

“I always find it kind of strange 
when I make a song that I am really 
happy with and lots of people like it 
as well,” he says. “Why is there that 
sort of commonality? Maybe it’s that 
culture of all having the same kind of 
musical background or maybe it really 
is innate in us. 

“Compared to the other arts, com- 
pared to other mental things that 
humans do, it’s so immediate and it’s 
so emotive,” Snaith continues. “There's 
something really immediate about 
hearing a melody and immediately 
feeling something. Trying to capture 
that on the songs on this record was 
kind of the aim, having those songs, 
where the melody itself—not even the 
words of the song, the melody itself— 
immediately make you feel melancholy 
or make you feel euphoric.” 

And it’s the euphoria of Caribou's 
pretty pop that unseats Rudolph as 
leader of the reindeer pack. v 


Serena Ryder refuses to a the Ministry of Silly Dancing 


And, while each of those albums 
captures a certain period in Ryder's 
life, the singer doesn’t obsess about 
recreating those moments when she’s 
on the stage. In fact, Ryder is more 
concerned with tapping into whatever 
place she finds herself in at that time, 
something that changes based on 
both her experiences and who she's 
playing with. 

The current tour with Nutini finds 
Ryder performing solo, but she'll be 
hooking up with her band when she 
heads back north for a series of 
Canadian dates, and she admits that 
her approach to the songs will 
change once again when she gets up 
in front of the band. 

“When I play by myself I definitely 
play guitar a little bit differently, 
because | have a very percussive way 
of playing that kind of keeps the beat 
for me,” Ryder considers thoughtful- 
ly. “But when the band is playing I 
feel like I have a lot more freedom to 
leave it open and let them fill in all of 
the lovely little spaces, and then I’m 
able to come in when I want to with 
the guitar, or even dance on stage, 
which is really nice. 1 mean, if | was 
just dancing by myself it would look 
kind of silly.” v 
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$2 — {Upstairs t- -432-0314 


10551- 


Kokancee pints and 
hibalis til 10:30pm 


¥7 NOT WEDNESDAYS 


THIS WEEK: 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 2: 


eeecese seeccosevcessseess 


JANSEN 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 3: 


SAY ANI iA 


PUNCHOUT - BECOMING THEMARTYR - CAPTURE THEHILLS 
UPCOMING: 


WEDNESDAY NOV 7 : Y! NOT WEDNESDAYS PRESENTS 
SES FOMTAIWE (UK 


THURSDAY NOV 8: —oONNEC NEL. 


STH ‘BURR py akg MIA FEATURING.. 


YONETS! & GUESTS 

Paenee 222 THEM DAMN COTDTES 
OD ASSASSYNS & LIPHT 
WITH BORTS! 

TIM GILBERSON 

MARE BIRTLES PROJET 
MCNASTYS! 


SUNDAY NOV 11: 


Seeeesesosssssseseses 





LISTINGS FOR YOU 


FAXC YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 426.7889 
(08 E-MAL GLEIYS AT 


DEADLINE (5 FRIDAY AT 3 Pd 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


AVENUE SKATEPARK The 
Junction, The Februarys, Aurora, 
Ilifit Gutfit, Orange in the Light, 
Doug Hoyer; all ages licensed 
event; 6:30pm (door); $6 (before 
7:30pm)/$10 (after) 
BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage; 
Spm 

BLIND PIG Moosehead Jam: The 
Rault Brothers and friends; 8-11,pm. 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Greg Hobbs: 
% 

CAFE LEVA Every Thursday: Travis 
Boa plays mellow gold; 7-S30pm 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 

DRUID Guitar heroes 

DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band 

EDDIE SHORTS That's ETown 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Open Stage: with 
hosts Rick, Mark and Matt 

FOUR ROOMS Don Bemer; 8pm 
HORIZON STAGE April Verch and 
Strung {fiddle, Celtic guitar, slide 
guitar and dobro); 7:30pm; $20 
(adult//$15 (student/senior) at the 
Horizon Stage box office and 
TicketMaster 451-8000 


HULBEAT'S Lara Yule Singh 
(vocals), Kevin Parkinson (drums) 
(folk/pop); Bpm; $5 {door} 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 8pm 
JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam; 7-11pm 

4 AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am 
JULIAN’S PIANO 
BAR-CHATEAU LOUIS Graham 
Lawrence 

NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 
STARLITE ROOM Boys Like Girls 
Ball Time Low, The Audition, 
Valencia; all ages event; 

7pm (door); tickets at TicketMaster 
WILD WEST Billy Ringo 


WUNDERBAR Jam hosted by 
Tippy Agogo with Eshod's Louie: 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Thursday Nights: Electro Education 
dub, tnp hop, lounge, electro with 
DJ Lazer Beam 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 
BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 
ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with OJ Damian 

GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 
GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew: InVinceable, Touch It 
TNO, Lady Vishus 

HALO Thursdays Fo Sho with Allout 
Dus, DJ Degree, Junior Brown 
KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 











NOV 1 - NOV 7, 2007 


MUSIC 


Krazy K, hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Decha, tech trance/eleetro with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 


NEW CITY | Lovo ‘80s Thursdays: 
Spm (door); no cover 


NEW CITY Bride of Bingo 
Thursdays: hasted by Dexter Nebula 
and Anarchy Adam; 10pm; no 
minors; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Salssholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; S9pm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
It Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
spun with PI residents 


THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr Lexccd Tronic, Drag, 


JEFFREY'S CAFE Bruce and Lori 
Mohacsy {jazzk $10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
{pop/rock}; 9:30pm; no cover; pre- 
sented by Push Pins productions: 
Blind Tiger Tiger. Sink This City, 
Team Captain, The Details: 7:30pm 
(door), 8pm (band); all ages; $10 
(door) 

BAR-CHATEAU LOUIS Dennis 
Begoray 

MEAD HALL Necrobiosis, Ost Est 
Ima, Cast In Stone; all ages; 3pm. 
(door); $8 

NEWCASTLE PUB Barkin’ for 
Parkin; friends from Hot Cottage, 
Tecoy Ryde, Come On In My 
Kitchen, The Sleepers, and other 
musicians; 8:30pm; $10 (door) 


ON THE ROCKS Bonafide with DJ 
Shawnibis 


PREVUE / THU, NOV 8 (8 PM) / RAKE / NEW CITY 

| wonder if Rake the band has a deal with some company for free gardening 
implements. The guys should look into it, and then they could get some extra 
press in Homes & Gardens magazine. 


Kings and Queens, burlesque and 
rotating game shows, bands 
upstairs monthly 

VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLCM: Electro, techno, no wave 
with DJ Nik 7 of Shout Out Out Out 
Out; 8pm (door) 

VINYL DANCE LOUNGE DJ Steve 
Angello, guests; no minors; 9pm; 
$15.90 at TicketMaster 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


AVENUE SKATEPARK First City 
Fallen, Difinity, On the Brink, 
Brother Voodoo, Peoples Poets, and 
Politic Live; all ages event; 8pm; $5 


AXIS CAFE Friday Live Music 
Nights: acoustic singer-songwriters 


BELLE AND COURT PUB 
Slowbum (blues/rock); §:30pm- 
12:30am 

BLACKSPOT CAFE Fox Opera. 
Greenbelt collective; Bpm 


BLE CHAIR CAFE Hesther Blush; 
$3 


CASINO EDMONTON Colleen Rae 
and Cornerstone (country/rock) 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD Souled 
Out (pop/rock) 

CENTURY CASINO Mr. 


Brownstone (Guns and Roses trib- 
ute); no minors; 8pm (door); $5-$10 
ECONO LODGE Desert Boots, 
Beyond Addiction, Murder! 
Mutiny!, Zazaza’s; 8pm (door); $8 
EDDIE SHORTS Brazilville, Matt 
Perry 

FESTIVAL PLACE Gogo (rockin 
blues), Jon Amor (singer, song- 
writer, guitarist), 7:30pm; $28-$32 
at the Festival Place Box Office, 
TicketMaster 

FOUR ROOMS Don Bemer; 9pm; 
bs) 

FRESH START BAKERY CAFE 
Paul Lepage; 6-Spm 

HULBERT'S Randall MacDonald 
(vocals), Charlie Austin (piano); 
(jazz); 8pm; $7 (door) 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 


Pianos, no cover, 9pm. 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock 
band, $-2am 












PAWN SHOP Shuyler Jansen (CD 
release), Deep Dark Woods, Wheat 
Pool; 7:30pm (door); $13 at 
TicketMaster, Listen, Blackbyrd, 
Megatunes 


STARLITE ROOM Caribou, Bom 
Ruffians; $23.50 at TicketMaster, 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, Listen 


TOUCH OF CLASS-CHATEAU 
LOUIS Joey Lawrence {pop/rock} 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Raven 
Head, The Random Device, guests; 
$10 (door) 


WILD WEST Billy Ringo 


X-WRECKS Mary Machura and the 
Mountain Rangers; 8-12 
YARDBIRD SUITE Jack de Keyzer 
Group; 8pm (door), Spm (show); $18 
(memberl/$22 (quest) 





EMPIRE BALLROOM Fock, hip 

hop, house, mash up; no minors 
'S DJ Jimmy Friday; 

8pm (door) 

FEVER Global Fridays: R&B, hip 

hop, reggae, reggaeton and mash- 

up 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ. 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 

HALO Mod Club: india rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with 
DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! 
Bitch! Bitch! Fridays: electro, indie, 
altemative, techno with DJs 
Dervish, Plan B, quests; no minors; 
9pm (door): $5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out: 
frockandro!l/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSR's Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Movin on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop with 
DJ Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson 


‘THE ROOST Fridays All Request 
Dance Party: with DJ Jazzy with 
rotating shows every.week $4 
(member)/$6 (non-member) 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: 
Salsa-merengue-bachata-house- 
feggeaton-urban-old school with DJ 
Spice 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Top 40 request with a mix of retro 
and disco; 7pm-12midnight 


STOLLI'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
DJ Tysin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests; 1- 
7am 


URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays 








DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 


Friday; Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR 0.) James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 
BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
two levels; Wooftop: DJs Ben 
Jammin’ and Bobby Torpedo heat 
Up the patio 

BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 
BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toontflash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm 
DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and '70s progressive rock, disco, 


and electronic Indie with Joel, 
Reboh 


Tam re you black, 


PREVUE / MON, prea T aae 
prea T aae 


_W 


WUNDERBAR Fridays with the 
Pony Girls, DU Avinder and OJ 
‘Toma; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Unity in 
Diversity concert 7:30pm; tickets 
available at the Arden box office 


AVENUE SKATEPARK Sydney, 
Sick City, No More Parachute, 
guests; all ages licansad avant: 
6:30pm (door); $7 {before 
7:30pm)/$10 (after) 


BELLE AND COURT PUB 








MUSIC WEEKLY 


Slowbum (blues/rock): 8:30 
12:30am 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE |;,), ,, 
the Dog: Heather Blush; ng ¢, 
‘BCOUStIC every Sat atteroon 4 ' 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jin Fy3);, 
Trio (acoustic jazz: donations 

THE CARROT Saturday ope: 
stage; 7-10pm 

CASINO EDMONTON (0))-.:; ; 
and Comerstone {country/rock) 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Out (pop/rock) 

CASTLE ROCK-ST. ALBERT 
Saturday showcase open stage 
hosted by Carmen Cook, Simon 
Bennett and the Castle Rockers: 3 
Spm 

CENTURY CASINO IV; 
Brownstone (Guns and Roses tri 
Ute); no minors; Bpm (door); $s-§ 


CONVOCATION HALL New 
Sounds on the Prairies: Wajjo 
African Drummers and Bag Pips 
Cam Wallace, Asani Contempora 
Aboriginal Women’s Trio, The 
Hunter Family Souther Gospe! 
Singers; 8pm; $15 fadult)/$10 | 
dent/senior) at TIX on the Square 


THE DOCKS Saturday Night Li 
Love Junk 


EDDIE SHORTS Beth Harrison 


EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE 
Modest Mouse, Men Man, Love As 
Laughter; all ages event: 8pm 
(door); $30 at TicketMaster 


FESTIVAL PLACE New Ride 
the Purple Sage; 7:30pm; $36-$42 
at the Festival Place bax office 
TicketMaster 


FIDDLER'S ROOST Cowboys ani 
Indians costume party: Pat: ro 
and Brian Gregg Band with Mo: 
Gregg (bass), Kenny Marsh (drum 
8:30pm (door), 9:30pm (shaw); $10 


FOUR ROOMS Don Bemer: 9pm 
$5 


FRESH START BAKERY CAFE 
Lisa Heinrichs; 6-9pm 


HOOUGANZ PUB Los Cremator 
The Benders, Crunchlifter: 10pm 
no cover 


HORIZON STAGE Strung out Tou 
April Verch, Tony McManus and 
Doug Cox; 7:30pm; tickets at 
Horizon box office 

HULBERT'S Rick Garvin with | 
trio Hubbub {original 
jazz/reggae/eclectic); 8pm; $7 
(door) 

THE IVORY CLUB Live dusling 
pianos, no cover, Spm 
JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 
jam, 3-7:30pm; country/rock band 
Spm-2am 

JEFFREY'S CAFE Stephen 
Colbome (jazz); $10 

JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm; no cover 
JULIAN’S PIANO 
BAR-CHATEAU LOUIS Petro 
Polujin (classical guitar) 

MEAD HALL Lascivious Burlesque 
with bands Sixgun, Shadowb!. 
guests; no minors; Bpm (door), 9p 
(show); $10 

MEGATUNES Hot Little Rocket 3 
ages; 3pm; free 


ON THE ROCKS Bonafide with DJ 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PUB Open stage Saturday hosted 
by Jenny Joy; 9pm 

PAWN SHOP Savannah (CO 
release); guests 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Perilous Sees 
Sekson Slang, Last Man Down 


REXALL PLACE Billy Joe), quest 
all ages event; 8pm (door); $63- 
$149 at TicketMaster 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THE- 
ATRE Norther Lights Folk Club 
David Francay, Karla Anderson: $2! 
(adv) at TIX on the Square/$25 
(door), 

‘SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
Glass Tiger 

STARLITE ROOM Runway mode!® 
party featuring Flosstrodamus. 
quests: tickets at Foash, Colorblind. 
Soular, Blackbyrd, Treehouse 
TOUCH OF CLASS—CHATEAU 
LOUIS Joey Lawrence (pop/rock) 





Souler 

















f UNDERGROUND Hot 
tie Rocket, Hunter ine, 
{ides Again, guests; $10 (door) 


; / SAUNA 3 / RIDES AGAIN / WTH HOT LITLE ROCKET, UNTER VALENTINE SUNSET TRPPER/ 
Agsin wl be herein town on Hoy 3, but reports thatthe bend wil be joined hy Heri, Lindsay Lohan and Michael Keaton remain anconfimed at pres tine. 





Blectronic Indie with Joel Reboh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip 
hop, house, mash up 





$4 
VELVET UNDERGROUND, $10 





Saturdays real altemative, clasics, 
punk with DJ Nazz Nomad; no cover 








WWUW.urbanlounge.net 


COME AND CHECK OUT THE 
GREAT NEW LOCATION ON 
WHYTE AVE! 





THURSDAY 










Roller Skating Disco: Top 40 request 
with a mix of retro and disco; 1-5pm 
and 7pm-12 midnight 


NOV I 


FESTIVAL PLACE Moments That 
Matter — Songs and Stories: Aaron 
Lines, Jason Blaine (country); 


UNPLUGGE 


D WEST Billy Ringo PerniAL PACE CA Matic NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturday STOLU'S ON WHYTE Top 40, A&B, | 200m: $28-S32 at Festival Place 
ROBMND SUITE Jock de Keyear | 7:30pm: $2 (cabarety$30(boxjsz8_ | SUAS eect, ndusra}altand | house wih People's Dd "| box fie, TicketMaster 
ovo; Ami{doar), Spm (showk $18 | (theatre) at Festival Place box office, | imay electro, eek wih As Nik HULBERT'S Sunday nigh 
* | Rofeelya and Blue Jay (M 7 TWIUGHT AFTERHOURS Anthem: lay night mic with 
pembar/$Z2 (quest) TicketMaster Hirbeliaete Buena iMer Ci hard NRG/ranoetnky with Jett ie eae j 
FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone illis, OTOR, Big Daddy, STX, Tweek; JAMMERS PUB Si = 
CLASSICAL Gold Mash-Up: with Haren B and pT aeaharat Yam-8am blues jam; 4-8pm eed 
lays 
SNVOCATION HALL New Sound DU Kwake ~ || breaks electro hause with PI resi- WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and MYER HOROWITZ County Vocal 
pn the Prairies: U of A Music HIRRKY EUDORA (WHYTE AVE) dents local bands Spotlight Finals; 6pm; $10 
Deparime i tr i 
Dens or ip la for ney ts s, rock, retro with DJ RED STAR Saturdays indie rock, hip Y AFTERHOURS Release Saturdays NEWCASTLE PUB Live Sunday jam 
A810 semor/student) t THK on LE eel WE'RE ON DOUBLE SECRET PROBATION. 
he Square, door O'BYRNE'S Joe Bird's Irie Jam: TO HAVE A... 
‘open stage for all; 9:30pm: no cover 
Northern Harmony (a cappella com- ON THE ROCKS Souljah Fyah 
e ait oe fect 2 {stu- Sundays with DJ Dudeman 
\/senior) at TIX on the Square OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 


INSPEAR CENTRE Edmonton 
ynphony Orchestra Symphony for 
ids’ Charlotte and the Music 
Moker; Petar Dundjerski (conductor), 
ter Dusehenes (performer); 2pm 














LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Inti-lilimani; 
7:30pm; $33 at Arden box office, 





hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor, 8-11pm 

OVERDRIVE Anything Goes: 
acoustic jam every Sunday afternoon 
with the Shufflehound; 1:30-5pm, 


DS TicketMaster ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage 
- featuring the Digs/Mike McDonald 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rosette Guitar ‘ 
RACRROOM VODKA BAR PREVUE / SAL NOV 3 (4PM) / HEATHER BLUSH / BLACK DOG, FREE" Duo; 1pm (muse donations | une 
may: Heather willbe puting her lush on fr two shows ths week Ter’ the CROWNAND ANCHOR PUB | RODRE-GHATEAU LOUIS Peto 
GERAA Euieoe Stat evening of Fi, Nov 2 at the Blue Chair Café, and then she'll be setting up at the | | Sunday jam: 7pm Polujin 
day: ‘80s and ’90s with DJ Dog for the latest instalment of the Saturday aftemoon Hair of the Dog series. DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE UNITY CHURCH OF EDMONTON 
Rrcdh Winston Choi (Canadian pianist); N Aswel 
Spm: $1950 ladult/$17:50 lathen iI (vocals/bass/quitar, 
CKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on ° (senioy/student) at TicketMaster oe St ore S10 
levels alt rock/electro/trash; GINGUR Soulout Saturdays: Wayne} hop, and electro with DJ Hot Philly 451.8000, Dow Centennial Centre VELVET UNDERGROUND JJully 
Floor: The Menace Sessions Wonder (CD release jam) and guests ticket outlet * Master Workshop: Black no minors; 8pm; $15 at 
th Miss Mannered HALO Halo Saturdays: house with ‘THE ROOST Saturdays—Always like | Classical Piano with Winston Choi; Unionevents.com, TicketMaster, 
DDY'S Undie night formen only, | Junior Brown, Luke Morrison, and New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (Retro) | 7P™: 992.6140 Megatunes, Soular (WEM) 
pool and tourney, DJ Nestor Delano downstairs and DJ Jazzy (New DUSTER’S PUB Sunday open stage WESTBURY THEATRE Northem 
owchaser 2 Music) upstairs; $4 (member)/$6 hosted by the Mary Thomas Band Lights Folk Club, Home Fest: Al 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturday: (non-member) ny Brant Band, Andrea House, Ani 
; BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s DJ Groovy Cuvy and quests RO! . EDDIE SHORTS Every Sunday open Vand, ‘Anna caret Beary 
Progressive rock. disco. and | jyEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Hi tha lanaerrtra Inline and stage With Rob Taylor; 48pm Brian Gregg and Patsy Amico, Calty 











© ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-1542 « ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 4324611 * 
AVENUE SKATEPARK 9030-118 Ave *AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave, 990-0031 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 
St, 430-9200 ¢ BACKROOM VODKA BAR 1032482 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 ¢ THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 
10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 ‘Ave, 504-7777 * BELLE AND COURT PUB 200-10A Main 
Boulevard, Sherwood Park BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK 
DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 THE BLACKSPOT 15120A Stony Plain Rd, 481-7768 * BLIND PIG 
PUB 32 St Anne Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 ¢ BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 » BLUES ON WHYTE 
10329-82 Ave, 439-3981 * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY’S 117258 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * CAFE 
LEVA 11053-86 Ave * CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Arayil Rd, 463-9467 * CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 
St, 424-9467 * CASTLE ROCK 507 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert, 458-8766 * CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St. Albert Rd» 
CAFE LEVA 11053-86 Ave * CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 643-4000 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 
Millbourne Rd, West, 462-6565 » CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, University of Alberta, 492-0601 * CROWN 
AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 * THE DOCKS PUB Londonderry Mall, 476- 
DOCK * DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE 8700-94 Street, Fort Saskatchewan, 992.6400 * DRUID 11606 Jasper 
Ave, 454-9928 * DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 © EDDIE SHORTS 1071-124 St, 453-3663 * EDMON- 
TON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase III, 489-SHOW # EDMONTON MORAVIAN CHURCH 9540-83 Ave « 
EMPIRE BALLROOM WEM Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 486-9494 * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival 
Way, Sherwood Park, 449-3378 * FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 961-3117 * FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 
St ¢ FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 » FLUID LOUNGE 10888 Jasper Ave, 429-0700 » FOUR 
ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FOX 10125-109 St, 990-0690 » FRESH START CAFE Riverbend 
Fi SKY 15605-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 
Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 452-1168 * HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Road, Spruce Grove, 962-8995 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St. 
436-1161 THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 451-8779 * JAND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 * JEFFREYS 
CAFE 9840 142 St, 451-8890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave* JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 * KAS BAR 10444-82 
- PUB 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 « LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 * 
McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 10025-101 St» MEGATUNES 10355-82 Ave, 434-6342 » NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 * NEW CITY 10081 Jasper Ave, 
413-4578 « NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8130 Gateway Blvd * O’BYRNE'S 10616-82 Ave, 414-6785 * ON THE ROCKS 11730 Jasper Ave, 482-4767 * OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOR- 
HOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 439-9485 » OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM South Whitemud Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 * PAWN SHOP 10551-82 Ave, Upstairs, 432- 
0814 * PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 11607 Jasper Ave * PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert * PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 
10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 « RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave, 428-0825 * RENDEZVOUS PUB 1010-149 St. 907-0886 * RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9624-74 Ave * RIVER- 
SIDE BAR AND GRILL 326-St. Albert Trail, 460-1122 * ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 0209-123 St * ROUGE LOUNGE 117 St, Jasper Ave, 482-5152 * 
ROYAL PAURANT. SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 428- 


ALBERTA MUSEUM THEATRE 12845-102 Ave * SAPPHIRE REST 
ROOM 10030-102 St, 428-1099 STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Collage Plaza, 11116-82 Ave * STOLU'S 2nd floor, 
TAPHOUSE TOUCH 























SATURDAY 
NOV 3 


WHERE THEY ARE 


CONNORS ROAD 


THE TRAVEZTY 


\WHTIN FOIL PHOENIX 


WWW.URBANLOUNGE.NET 
PH:437-7699 


WEDNESDAY 
NOV7 


0373 * STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438-2582 « 


10368 Whyte OF CLASS Chateau 


10544-82 AVE. 


CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churchill 
'YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-0428 * 





Aves 
BAR 8120-101 St, 436-5586 * X- 
YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0295 
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CENTURY CASINO 
ALL. SHOWS DOORS AT SFM 
153103 FORT AD 645.4000 
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Fisher, David Francey, Down to the Wood, Jay 
Gilday, Jasmine Whenham and Joe Nolan, John 
Speam, Marty Siltanen the Bloomin’ Thistles, 
Michelle Boudreau, Myrol, Raisin’ Cain, Roy Forbes, 
Samantha Schultz, Thaneah and Ten Feet of Hair, 
open mic with Paul and John; 2-7pm; fundraiser for 
homes; $10 at TIX on the Square, Grant MacEwan, 
College Bookstores, Earth's General Store, Myrhe's 
Music; half price tickets for low income (door) 


CLASSICAL 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Love al! the Way: Chris 
Wong (Symphonic Concert Canada Tour); 7:30pm 
McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH Brass—s—Mania: 
Mill Creek Colliery Band; 7:30pm; $17 (adult}/$13 
{student/senior) at TIX on the Square 
ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 
Chamber Music Treasures: Alberta Baroque Music 
Society fundraising concert; 3pm; $20 

WINSPEAR CENTRE Lest We Forget...A Musical 
Tnbute; Cosmopolitan Music Society Bands and 
Chorus, River City Big Band; 7:30pm; $20 at TIX on 


the square, door 
DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL Industry Night: 
with Atomic Impray, Jameoki and DJ Tim 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Got To Give It Up 
Sunday Afternoons: Main Floor: Funk, soul, 
Motown, disco with DJ Red Dawn: 

BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB House, progressive, and 
trip-hop with DJ Rudy Electro; 10pm-2:30am; guest 
Dus welcome inquire at kelly@michetti.com 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip hop, house, mash 
up 

O'BYRNE'S DJ Finnegan; Spm (door); $20 
{basic}/$30 (premium); available by phone at 414 
6766 


OVERTIME BROILER Sunday Industry Night: 
Requests with DJ Bo 


URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night Sundays: with 
DJs InVinceable, Macea 


URBAN LOUNGE Sunday Night Live: hosted by DA 
Choclit Elviz, DJ Sweetz 9pm; the best of Urban’s 
live entertainment 10pm. 


'WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Gallatea and XS, 
guests; no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


AVENUE SKATEPARK The Locust, Despised Icon, 
Child Abuse, The Discord of a Forgotten Sketch; 
$16.50 at TicketMaster, Megatunes. Blackbyrd, FS 
{WEM), Unionevents.com 

BLUES ON WHYTE Mem Shannon and the 
Membership 

IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondays: music and come- 
dy; Bpm 

JET NIGHTCLUB Lukas Rossi, quests; no minors; 
7pm; tickets at TicketMaster 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL Acoustic 
instrumental old time fiddle jam hosted by the Wild 
Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


SECOND CUP-MEADOWLARK fion Taylor 
TAPHOUSE Monday Live 


MUSIC 


Si STUDENTS AND SEMIRS) 


sen co 0 CS 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays; Service 
Industry Night; no minors; 9pm-2am 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main Floor: Eclectic 


Nonsense with Confederacy of Dunces, Dad Rock, 
TJ Hookah and Rear Admiral Saunders 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB House. progressive, and 
trip-hop with DJ Rudy Electro; 10pm-2:30am; guest 
DJs welcome inquire at kelly@michetti.com 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal Mandays: with DU 
SWAG. ote 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Munch on Metal 
Mondays: ‘80s metal with DJ Sammi Kerr; no. 
minors; no cover 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical talent with DJ 
Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


AVENUE SKATEPARK The Locust, Despised Icon, 
Child Abuse, The Discord of a Forgotten Sketch; all 
ages event: 7pm (door); tickets at TicketMaster, 
unionevents.com, Megatunes, Blackbyrd, FS (WEM) 
BLACKSPOT CAFE Tuesday Talent Show Open 
Mic/Stage hosted by llifit Outfit's Liam Tremble; 
16+; 8pm; bring your acoustic instrument and join 
in, also poetry/spoken word/literary works 

BLUES ON WHYTE Mem Shannon and the 
Membership 

CASTLE ROCK PUB Tuesday Moosehead Freeway 
Jam; hosted by Mark Ammar , Dale Collins , and 
Noel Mackenzie; every Tuesday; 8:30pm-1am 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open stage with Chris 
Wynters 

LEGENDS PUB Tuesday Open jam hosted by Gary 
Thomas 

MYER HOROWITZ Serena Ryder, 7:30pm; $24.50 
at TicketMaster 

O'BYRNE'S Celtic Jam: with Shannon Johnson and 
friends; 9:30pm 


'WINSPEAR CENTRE Global Country Rodeo 
Concert: Gary Fjellgaard, Brett Kissel (singer/song- 
writer), Katie Mission, Paul Chesters 


YARDBIRD SUITE Jam session every Tuesday: 
John Taylor Quartet; 8:30pm (door), Spm (show); $3 


DJS 


BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 
ESMERALDA'S Top 40, country, R&B with DJ 
Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 

FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) Latin and Salsa 
music, dance lessons 8-10pm 

GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays; Reggae music; 
no cover 

RED STAR Tuesdays: Eqperimental Indie Rock, Hip 
Hop, Electro with DJ Hot Philly 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE Tapas 
Tuesday: popular house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Top 40 request with a mix of 
retro and disco; 7pm-12 midnight 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Tuesday Night 





ON THE PRAIRIES / CONVOCATION HALL, UNIVERSITY oF | 
5 (ADULT) When you think of the sounds of the Prairies | 
what comes to mind? Acoustic strumming, maybe? Or perhaps a little cowboy poetry shouted over a rollick. 
ing campfire-guitar? There's no doubt that those are part of the culture of the Prairies, but, like so many | 
other parts of Canada, the Prairies have long since become a sort of cultural melting pot, drawing from jus: 
about everywhere around the globe for the ingredients. The University of Alberta Department of Music and | 
The Canadian Centre for Ethnomusicology are presenting a concert that captures this diversity, featuring the | 
Wajjo West African Drummers teaming up with bagpiper Cam Wallace, the a cappella singing and hand 
drumming of aboriginal women’s trio Asani and the Saskatchewan-based gospel sounds of The Hunter Fam- 
ily. There will also be a pre-concert talk with Asani and The Hunter Family, providing a little insight into the | 
unique sounds of the Prairies. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 











Shakedowns: with DJ Generic (hipster twister) and 
guests; Bpm (door); no cover 


WUNDERBAR Sweet Brit and Punk with Phillip 
and Bogner 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACKSPOT CAFE Dialogue Wednesday: Live bir 
hop featuring featuring Mikey Maybe and the Joe 


BLUES ON WHYTE Mem Shannon and the 
Membership 


EDDIE SHORTS Wednesday blues jam with Brian 
Peteh (guitar) 


EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE HIM, With 
Bleeding Through; all ages event; 8pm (door); $30 ai 
TicketMaster, Megatunes and Blackbyrd, 
Unionevents.com 


FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower open stage; 
7:30pm (door); $2 


HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage Wednesdays hosted 
by Rock ‘n’ Roll Kenny 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 


‘O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and guests; 9:30pm; no 
cover 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL Acoustic 
Bluegrass jam presented by the Northern Bluegras: 
Circle Music Society every Wednesday evening 


‘STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Open mic every Wed; 
acoustic only (last Wed each month spoken word) 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep Wednesdays 
Soulful Deep House with Nic-E and Smoov 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Wednesday Nights: with 
DJ Harley 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter Gulch 
Wednesdays: roots music with DJ Buster Friendly; 
no cover, live music once a month; Wooftop: 
RetroActive Radio with LL Cool Joe, altemative ‘60s 
and “90s, post punk, new wave, garage, Brit, mod, 
rock and roll 


BLACKSPOT CAFE Dialogue Wednesday 
BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Seoxy Sean 
FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry Wednesdays 
FLUID LOUNGE Wednesday Rock This 


THE FOX Wind-up Wednesdays: R&B, hiphop, res 
gae, old skool, reggaeton with InVinceable, Toucti | 
weekly guest DJs 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B with DJ Spincycle 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Rock Out With Your 
Box Out Wednesday Night: no minors; no cover 


NIKKI DIAMOND'S Punk and 80s metal every 
Wednesday 


RED STAR Guest DJs every Wednesday 


‘STANDARD Wednesday Gone Wild Feat: with DJ 
Nestor Delano 


STOLLE'S Wild Cherry: House/garage with 
Tripswitch, Rezidnt Funk, fusion with Steve Velocity 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic: Every Wednesday 
ian ve BOTS; indie mod rock dance party; 8pm 
(doo! 


'WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with new DJ; no cove! 
Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wednesday 
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1 jeweokly.com 
e's released two self- 
ced albums and been 

pient of the Galaxie 
d and the grand prize 
ito’s IndieWeek, Peter 
is on calling his newest 
ts—his true debut. 

ling this my debut because | 
e ioaidn’t know what I was 
ck then. I took stock after 
‘records and decided 1 want 
make a career out of this. My 
ord is going to be on the shelf 
jde other records and it has to be 
pod. it has to match the quality of 
y other record out there,” he says of 
differences in production quality 
een his first two releases and his, 
em, debut. “To me, it's the first 
oduct | can hand over to someone 
id not have a list of excuses. I’m 
proud of it.” 


: HE SHOULD BE. Having crafted an 
b along with his band The Curi- 
of heart-tugging songs that have 
wmered comparisons to the work of 
on Sexsmith and Hawksley Work- 
n, Katz is set to bring them to the 
asses. Unfortunately for fans out 
est, The Curious won’t be making 
trip this time as Katz heads out on 
he Lanky Wimps tour with fellow 
mgwriter Rob Szabo. 
"| can’t afford to bring them this 
jur—we tour together in Ontario or 


his lanky wimp is hiking it out West 





SAT, NOV 3 (8:30 PM) 


Lated 

= | PETER KATZ 
coe | WITH ROB SZABO 

~ L | METRO BILLIARDS, $7 


bring them across Canada,” he says. 
“It's definitely a different show. In a 
solo show there’s a real intimacy. I 
think of it aS two different shows—it’s 


And even though the road can.be 
tough on emerging artists, Katz says 
he’s having a great time 

“I liken it to hiking—1 love hiking 
and | love going on long hiking trips. 
At first it's uncomfortable and dirty 
and you're tired, but eventually you 
surrender and get into it,” he says. 
“And the shows have been amazing. 
It's tougher when your shows are bad, 


BAND SUBMISSIONS 
OPEN NOVEMBER 1 
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Great Price 
Sound Advice! 


ak BRITNEY SPEAR 
GREATEST HITS 


ONE PER CUSTOMER 


From Oct 30 to Nov 5 2007 
While quantities last. 


+ Two Way Communicating Remote 
- Super Heterodyne Range Paging 
: Up to 3000 Ft. Range 

(2WSHLCDS) 




















JOSH TURNER 


U 
FAMOUS LAST WORDS. EVERYTHING IS FINE 


MONDAYNOVEMBER}oT H 


CINGERSSNARS 


1 AND 2 DIRECTED BY JOHNSFAWCETT 


TEEN OR DEAD ON THE SCENE, BU IT TOGETHER FOREVER 


Prices are for basic installation onl nal parts/labor may be required for 
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ARIBEA BOCELLI Tribe vivos ' 


deeP LEASBBRING THIS COUPON IN FOR SAVINGS. 


Coupon Valid until - Now5,2007 


\ Save 10% on white or red tag CD's, ; 
Buy 4 or more and save 1 : 


| Not valid co previous purchases. 
Cannot be combined with otber offers. 
No reprockxtioas and oo dealers please. a 
Te a aE ee ee Se 


BOB DYLAN COUNTRY HEAT 
THE OTHER SIDE OF 2008 
THE MIRROR DVD o 
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FULL TABLE SERVICE 
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NO’ADVANCE TIX ~% 
DOORS 6&PM ‘ ! 
NOMINORS_ | 

$3.25 HI-BALLZ 

$3 25 DOM BEER 

$4 25 PINTS OF BIG ROCK 
$12 75 JUGS OF BIG ROCK 
ALL NIGHT LONG!! 


www.newcitycompound.com) 
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smetimes | wonder about the impetus 
sind starting a musical group. Is it for 
shi? Fame? Respect? It all lies in stickers. 
‘re backstage at venues, plastered on 
sors, of gear cases, on bathroom stalls. 
jekers are currency for touring musicians, 

i ical markers of where you've been and 

g you're going. Putting a pin on a map 
erect fine, but you have to question 
integrity of a band that gets a sticker 
nade before they have a record released. 
Mevertheless, most of these sticker bands 
out to be permanent unknowns. So if 
success isn’t entirely sticker-based, how 

e can a young band make it? 

This past week, the online download- 
ig community OiNK had its servers 
mpounded and was completely shut 
down by the British and Dutch police. The 

ile was invite only, operated through tor- 
ent downloading and had a ratio-based 
naring system to encourage uploading 
rough incentives. It was a source for 
both obscure albums and pre-release 
music and had an estimated 180 000 
sers. While the negatives of this site are 
dbvious (illegally downloading albums, 
jot directly benefiting the people who 
ake the music), the positives for rela- 
ely unknown bands were massive. 

if a band started building hype on blogs 
nd garnered a few positive reviews, a 
Music listener could actually find the music 

id hear it efficiently, so they could then 
ecide whether the music was worth buy- 


ing or if it was worth seeing the group live. 
No longer did people have to hypothetically 
buy—and, subsequently, return—Incubus 
albums at HMV. OiNK was a great way to 
find out about bands that would have pre- 
viously been unavailable to most people, 
even if it were just an extension of the 
intemet and file sharing itself. 


THE MAIN PROBLEM | have with the 


record industry is that it vilifies sites like 


these instead of co-opting the idea. It's — 


been proven that people care less and 
less about how their music is packaged. 
So if iTunes actually gave you high quality 
MP3s on a monthly pay rate for all the 
music that you want, there wouldn't be as 
much widespread album leaking. | know 
people who roll their own tobacco, but if 
there was a more efficient way to do it, 
Marlboro could be phased out, right? 
There are only two tenets on which a 
young band can hope to succeed: merch 
and live shows. Musicians typically get 
100 per cent of the money from sales of 
product that doesn’t have music on it, and 
while YouTube is valuable for watching 
spotty footage of the band Suicide, it 
doesn't capture the magic of a live show. 
You can't download the weird 35-year-old 
woman with the homemade “Justin Tim- 
berHOT!” shirt or the comically large 
roadie with the Viking helmet. That is to 
say, you can't do it properly yet. It’s up to 
the powers that be to harness new tech- 
nology to keep their industry alive. v 


Modest Mouse will get 100% of the 


money from sticker sales at Edmonton 
Event Centre on Sat, Nov 3. 
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Act II: the blood and the life eternal 


Cast: Jimmy Gnecco ~ Coury Palermo 
Auf der Maur ~ Mat Joly ~ Jonathan Bates 
Rob Dickinson ~ Lexi Valentine ~ Aqualung 
Sune Rose Wagner ~ Hawksley Workman 





The Grace" comes 
Act I]: The Blood And The Life Eternal. 
Daniel Victor's Neve 
with 15 new songs, 
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URBAN METROPOLIS 


ANNIVERSARY PARTY HOSTED BY 
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DOORS AT 7PM 
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AT TICKETMASTER 
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Father knows best, but not the bass 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


en you think of some of 
your acts of youthful rebel- 
liousness, memories of 


sneaking a bottle from the family 
liquor cabinet or spray-painting some 
nonsensical sentiment on the wall of 
your high school may come to mind. 

For Jodi Proznick, the story is a 
little different. Growing up in a musi- 
cal family, and heading to the high 
school where her father was the 
music teacher, she opted to learn the 
bass—not only because the Grade 9 
Big Band needed a player, but it was 
also an instrument her father didn’t 
know how to play. 

“I thought that was a good idea, 
‘cause, you know, having your father 
looking over your shoulder, com- 
menting on your technique all the 
time!” she laughs over the phone 
while traversing the plains of 
Saskatchewan. “And | thought, as a 
tenacious 13-year-old, I'd pick an 
instrument that he didn’t know any- 
thing about.” 

There was no way she could have 
known what this small act of rebellion 
would bring her. Even when she head- 
ed to McGill University in 1993 to study 


WED, NOV 7 (8 PM) 


JOD! PROZNICK QUARTET 
YARDBIRD SUITE $2 


music, far away from her White Rock, 
BC home, she didn’t really fathom that 
she'd find a career as a musician. 

“It was just more that I loved 
music and I loved playing music and 
that love took me in the direction,” 
she explains. “And when you love 
something and you're following your 
bliss, you know, it seems to sort of 
happen and you're doing what you 
love and you improve and you get 
better and you grow. And then I wake 
up and I guess that I am professional 
musician, now, but it sort of is an on- 
going, life-long process.” 


PROZNICK FOUND HER tove of jazz 
early on. While in high school, she 
had the opportunity to go to a number 
of music festivals. At the Lionel 
Hampton Jazz Festival in Moscow, 
Idaho, she remembers seeing a lot of 
jazz greats, including Ray Brown, 
who played with Oscar Peterson. And 
she had plenty of friends who shared 


James Murdoch 


J M In Transit 





The long-awaited new album produced by Hawksley Workman 


Available in stores November 13th 


Haar Theatre MacEwan Arts Campus 
November 15th * Dooys open: 7:00 pm/ 


Visit www.jamesmurdochba 





her passion. 

“The music kind of chose me ang 
the bass kind of chose me,” she say 
“It wasn't a conscious decision, it jus, 
sort of, you know ... it was just s 
much fun. It’s just such fun music 
play.” 

In Montréal she went on to play} 
with many internationally acclaimed 
jazz musicians. While the city had 
been good for her, Proznick returned 
to the West Coast in 2000 with her} 
husband and Quartet bandmate | 
pianist Tilden Webb. 7 

“I'm from there and my family’s 
there—that was a big reason,” she 
explains. “Also, there’s also a lot of 
really great music coming out of 
Vancouver. Fantastic musicians, all 
sorts of genres, great stuff, and they 
would come through Montréal and || 
was always really excited by the 
music I was hearing coming out o/| 
Vancouver.” | 

The bassist’s career has continued | 
to rise. Not only has she completed 
her masters in art education at Simon 
Fraser and taken on a number of 
teaching jobs, she also has also hai 
the opportunity to play with the likes 
of David “Fathead” Newman (an origi- 
nal member of Ray Charles's band) 
and open for Oscar Peterson with the 
Oliver Gannon Quartet. 

While she still plays and records 
with a great many other musicians 
Proznick decided to form a own qua! 
tet—rounded out by Steve Kaldesta¢) 
on tenor sax and Jesse Cahill on 
drums—under her name. The Jodi 
Proznick Quartet released its debu! | | 
CD, Foundations, in the fall of las! | 
year. The album features four of he! | 
Own compositions, as well as an} 
emotional rendition of Joni Mitchell's 
“Help Me.” | 

“There's much more responsibility | 
when you're the leader. Ultimate!) 
you decide on the music, and you're 
the front person and you're sort of the : 
go-to person for organizing gigs a" j 
whatnot,” she says. “On the othe! 
side, I've learned so much by being 2" 








accompanist, and | still am an accom 
panist first and foremost. q 
“On the bandstand, it’s the same’ 
she continues. “When you're playint 
it’s about trying to make good mus! 
communicating with the audience | 
and with each other.” w \ 





NOV 1 - NOV 7, 2007 


MUSIC 














essive thing about Runnin’ 
im, Peter Bogdanovich’s film 
‘the 30-year career of Tom 
Heartbreakers, is the abun- 


eer. It seems as though the 
camera running at just about 
ent in time, from scratchy film 
ays of Mudcrutch, the Heart- 
precursor, on through the years 
Ieity steps to centre stage and 
omes a rock ‘n’ roll star. 

, much of the behind-the-scenes 
is wasted by the film's dragging 
ele. With three decades to cull a story 

n, its a shame that Bogdanovich could- 
find a focus and instead chose to fum- 
ble through every moment and every album 
in shallow detail. The archival footage ends 
p losing most of its impact and simply 
becomes a series of background images 
while Petty and the rest of the band are 
‘umed into a parade of talking heads. 

There is a story to be told here, to be 
sure. Petty has a long history of standing 
up to a music industry that would have 
been more than content to wring a few 
dollars out of him and then cast him 
away. In the ‘70s, the sonawriter fought 
his label to regain control of the publish- 
ing rights that he had signed away as a 
‘kid, and a few years later he did battle 
with his bosses once again when the 
jabel decided that it would raise the stan- 
dard price of albums—to a whopping 

$9.98!—on the back of Petty’s success. 
Then there's what Petty calls “the great 
tragedy of the Heartbreakers”: the deadly 
“heroin overdose of bassist Howie Epstein. 
The problem is, not a word is mentioned 
"about Epstein’s addiction until late in the 
film, despite the rest of the band saying 
that they had known about it for years. By 
fot introducing Epstein’s troubles earlier, 
the sudden appearance takes on an 
) unpleasant air of melodrama that does a 
disservice to the fallen musician. 
And that tendency to gloss over sub- 
jects, keeping them in the bag until the last 
possible second, seems to be at the root of 
pihe film's troubles. There is never a setup, 
So the payoffs are always diluted and 
"weak, even when they should be emotion- 
ally riveting. Rather than zeroing in on a 
Particular line within Petty & the Heart- 
» breakers’ tale, Bogdanovich tries to cover 
everything. The end result of that approach 
is essentially little more than a four-hour 
| episode of Biography. For fans of Petty, 
there are some visual gems to be found—a 
" moving recording session where Petty and 
© original Heartbreakers drummer Stan Lynch 
~ sing together before they fall out is one— 
but those are few and far between, and 
» they are separated by too many talking 
heads. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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Jansen sifts through Today's Remains 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


f e had a wild show last 
night in Winnipeg,” 
laughs former Edmon- 


tonian Shuyler Jansen over his cell 
phone as he makes a quick escape 
from a room reverberating with 
music, heading for the quiet of the 
band’s van. 

“For some reason this weekend 
there’s a whole slew of bands from 
Canada playing in Winnipeg that we 
know—like The Uncas are playing for 
two nights, and The Sheepdogs from 
Saskatoon are playing for two nights, 
Elliott Brood’s playing tonight—so it’s 
fun because everybody's around to 
jam and hang out.” 

It seems that the music is running 
freely in Winnipeg at the moment; 
before slipping out of the room, 
Jansen was in the midst of a jam with 
the ‘Peg’s own D Rangers, something 
that is more than a little bit of fun for 
Jansen, but which also doubles as a 
rehearsal for the night’s coming show. 

“If you can sing all afternoon then 
by the time you get on stage you've 
kind of worked all that pent-up adren- 
alin out,” he says, adding, “And then 
you can just get on stage and relax.” 

The number of bands congregating 
in Winnipeg on this particular week- 
end might be a little out of the ordi- 
nary, but it’s not at all surprising that 
Jansen knows so many of them. The 
few bands that he hasn’t met while 
out on the road either solo or as a 
member of Old Reliable tend to land 
right near his front yard when they 
head out on tour, because, as Jansen 
chuckles, everybody almost has to 
stop in Saskatoon when heading 
across the prairies. 
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FRI, NOV 2 (7:30PM) 


SHUYLER JANSE 
WITH THE DEEPOABK WOODS, THEWHEAT POOL 


Lid 
= 
Exe | THE PAWN SHOPSIa 


SINCE LEAVING EDMONTON for saska- 


toon a couple of years ago, Jansen 
has settled into life across the provin- 
cial border quite nicely, touring pretty 
much non-stop for much of the first 
year and then taking the next one for 
small things, like repairing old and 
beaten music gear, and big ones, like 
the birth of his second daughter. 
While in Saskatoon, Jansen also 
befriended the guys in The Deep Dark 
Woods, and now they're all out on 
tour together. 

“They're my back-up band and I’m 
playing in their band,” Jansen 
explains. “I'm playing mostly key- 
boards and baritone guitar, and the 
odd acoustic and electric part, but 
they're already a great band and they 
don’t need anybody else, so | really try 
to play sort of sparse kind of spooky 
parts and stay out of the limelight.” 

Of course, Jansen is no slouch in 
the music department himself, and 
he’s bringing a new record along 
with him on tour. Today’s Remains 
was recorded out in Vancouver with 
producer Steve Dawson, and the 
album does an impressive job of cap- 
turing the feel of ‘70s country record- 
ings without sounding like a cheap 
knock-off. A good part of the credit 
for that rightfully goes to Jansen, 
who wrote the songs, but the band 
assembled for the sessions also plays 
an invaluable role. 

Made up of some of Dawson's reg- 


ular session’players, Jansen laughs 
that the band hardly had the time to 
introduce themselves before they 
were all in the midst of recording. in 
fact, Jansen barely even spoke to key 
board player Chris Gestrin during the 
sessions, although not for any over- 
abundance of hostility between them 
“He’s just got so much gear it took 
him most of the day to set it up," 
Jansen recalls with a laugh. “I tried 
talking to him a couple of times, but 
he was so busy patching cables and 
getting sounds that he just muttered a 
couple of words to me all week.” 


WHEN IT CAME down to it, though, 


those few words were all that the 
musicians needed as they locked into 
a groove together. “It really clicked 
and it really happened fast,” Jansen 
remembers. “We recorded almost all 
that music in two days, and then did a 
couple of overdubs for another two o! 
three days and I was done and then | 
was gone. Basically, 1 spent five or six 
days on the record and then Steve did 
some work at home on it—he did the 
strings and harmonies and stuff—tex- 
turized it a bit.” 

The brisk pace of recording didn’t 
worry Jansen at all. He was actually 
pleased with the approach, prefer- 
ting to make an album that draws 
from the sound of old-school coun- 
try records. 

“The analogue records that were 
made in the ‘70s still sound, fidelity- 
wise, the best,” he admits. “We want- 
ed to capture a record in that sort of 
sense where we have a tape machine 
and the board and we just get good 
sounds out of the amps and just try to 
play good and sing good.” vw 
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d her first two DIY albums while still in high school and since then has been-step- dancing and fiddling all over the world with- 

jing. Her first label-backed album earned her a Juno nomination as well as rave reviews from critics and audiences across 

America, and now the Ottawa Valley-born musician brings her bowin’ and steppin’ to Spruce Grove's Horizon Stage as part of 

‘Strung tour—which also features other accomplished musicians such as Tony McManus and Doug Cox on stringed instruments— 

| and in support of her newest album, Take Me Back, another nod to her Ottawa Valley roots. Filled with folk songs from the English 

‘Jand French Canadians who have inhabited the area since before there even was a Canada, Take Me Back offers a glimpse into Verch’s 

‘onal background (her family has inhabited the area for generations) and also says something about the mixed-up soul of Canada. yd 
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i NEW SOUNDS 


REM LIVE 
WARNER 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
On the heels of a compila- 
} tion of the band’s humble 
beginnings at IRS, the two- 
TeSm CD, one-DVD REM Live cele- 
brates the band in all its present 
stadium-rock glory. Recorded over 
two days in Dublin, it’s a mixed-bag of 
new and old standards stretching 
from Around the Sun’s “Final Straw” 
all the way back to “(Don’t Go Back 
To) Rockville” from the band’s second 

full-length, Reckoning. 

It's a good snapshot of where REM 
has been at for a number of years 
now. Rockers like “Orange Crush” 
and “What's the Frequency, Ken- 
neth?” come across well, but the 
more subtle or mournful offerings 
just don’t translate to drum-stick 
countdown intros and squealing- 
crowd “woos” quite as well. 

The irony of “The One I Love” 
seems completely lost on the crowd 
as they joyfully sing along to Michael 
Stipe’s every word, and the cries of 
ecstasy that greet the opening of the 
not-entirely happy “Everybody Hurts” 
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seem oddly misplaced. On a relatively 
weak “Losing My Religion,” Stipe 
seems barely able to muster the ener- 
gy to outperform the crowd. 

Still, despite where they've ended 
up, the boys from Athens can still put 
together a catchy song, and pulling 
from a solid catalogue stretching back 
over a quarter-century, most REM 
fans will find something here to like. 


JULLY BLACK 
REVIVAL 
UNIVERSAL 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan @vueweekly.com 
After listening to her third 
and perhaps most musically 
daring album, Revival, | feel 
= qualified to dub Jully Black as 
Canada's own Mary J Blige-soundalike. 
On "DJ Play My Song,” Black catapults 
her voice over a club-friendly throw- 
down of beats and fly-by lyrics, includ- 
ing a shout-out to her 
Grammy-winning inspiration MJB. 

Like Blige, Black takes a couple risks 
in laying her deep, soulful pipes down 
in rather unique vocal arrangements 
and styles. The first single, "Seven Day 
Fool," a sassy cover of the Etta 


BY PHONE 451-800 


www.ween.com 





James/Berry Gordy classic is a throaty 
Motown onion-shaker, as Black 
changes up the way she sings each 
verse so the listener knows damn well 
its not one vocal repeated ad nause- 
um. At times Revival amps the studio 
grooves a little too high, but her fans 
should no doubt find it a decent fol- 
low-up. 


Jully Black wil be throwing it down 
MJB-style on Sun, Nov 4 at The Velvet 
Underground. 


UNDERWORLD 
OBLIVION WITH BELLS 
TRAFFIC 


LEWIS KELLY / lewis@vueweekly.com 
Two decades is a long time 
¢} to be in the company of the 
same people. Is it possible 
THSISOK that a band that has been 
together for 20-odd years can still 
have something new and meaningful. 
That's a question veteran British tech- 
no duo Underworld answers with an 
emphatic “sort of” on its latest, Obliv- 
ion With Bells. 

Maybe I’m narrow-minded when 
it comes to techno, but when I pop 
the latest European electronica into 
my CD player, I’m not expecting 
slow, almost melancholy beats with 
lots of spoken accompaniment. After 
two uninterrupted decades of tech- 
no, you've gotta wonder if Under- 
world is getting bored and just trying 
new stuff for the hell of it. There are 
a few pulse-raising tracks here 
(“Crocodile” and “Holding The Moth” 
come to mind), but for the most part, 
Oblivion feels like some kind of 
weird avant-garde electronic music 
experiment 
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JUNIOR SENIOR 
HEY HEY MY MY YO YO 
AYKO / CRUNCHY FROG 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


Before popping Junio; 
& Senior's sophomore record 
into the ol’ stereo, make sure 

THS you've had a plethora of fruity 
vodka coolers and/or whatever give: 
you an uncontrollable urge to shake it 
As the title may suggest, Hey Hey My 1 
Yo Yo is unabashedly a party album, th: 
kind that might get played at a subu: 
ban, apostrophe-s bar. And on thai 
front, you can't really dis the offerings oj 
Junior Senior. From “Hip Hop A Lula” t¢ 
“Dance, Chance, Romance” to “Happ) 
Rap” (which heralds “My spelling is bad 
‘cause I'm so street, and we once mac 
a song that could move your feet,” with 
a chorus of “I'll show you mine if you 
show me yours.”), this record is decid 
edly not “street.” 

I don't know about you, but I need 
a tad bit more depth in what moves 
me—something a bit crunchier and 
dirtier than a saccharin series oi 
“whoops!” and Casio-generated back 
beats. Hey Hey My My Yo Yo is okay i 
you're drunkenly slumming it at a bar 
far away from home, but if I'm going 
to listen to happy raps, Id rather lis- 
ten to old school Fresh Prince and D} 
Jazzy Jeff. 


DEBORAH HARRY 
NECESSARY EVIL- 
FIVE SEVEN MUSIC 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
The first and last time I saw 
Debbie Harry in the flesh, she 
was lending her pipes to hip- 
THIS SUCKS ter genre revivalists The 
Jazz Passengers. It was a packed but 


104430 - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www .listenrecords.net 


cotton eyed joe 2cp+nvo 


06. widow city fiery furnaces 

07. we are him angels of light 
08. macho d.y.a.s. 

09. let's stay friends les savy fav 
10. pilgrimage om 


d her terrifically. 
gly done the impossi- 
from street roots to 
n, retreating from public 
her image was dulled. And 
not a comeback, an artistic 
ence, conducted with com- 
and mastery. Debbie Harry 
ae le journey, from authenticity 
to celebrity and back again at a higher 
level of creative understanding, without 
descending into tawdriness or irrele- 
vance along the way. 

Regrettably, both “tawdriness” and 
“jprelevance” are unattractive features 
of Necessary Evil, an inexplicable 
regression for an artist who has 
always been in touch with something 
grander than simple pop pandering. 

The album is dreadful, filled with 
the explicit sexual panting Britney 
Spears could thrust at the world. In 
places, Harry’s vocals are overtreated 
to the point where she sounds as dry 
and inhuman as Cher. The music 
lacks depth and direction, with little 
dance knick-knacks that sew together 
studio shortcuts in hopes of imitating 
hooks, while Chris Stein’s contribu- 
tion, a weird tribal piece, sounds like 
a favour grudgingly returned. 

It’s not as if the association of age 
and sex is the issue—you can still see 
the teenager who enthusiastically blew 
Mick Jagger in Marianne Faithful, but 
she’s wrapped in the wiser swaddling of 
womanhood, engaged in more complex 
conversation about sex, and she keeps 
tasteful company. Harry, in contrast, has 
seemingly devolved, sliding below the 
postmodern provocateur she was in the 
‘70s and into a cheap disco shill. 











TRUST US NOW 
INDEPENDENT 
JOEL KELLY / joel(@vueweekly.com 
As you might expect for a 
Ni band comprised of Edmonton 
ex-pats who escaped Alberta 
ae for the surfing and island 
vibes of Victoria, Current Swell wears 
its musical influences on its sleeve: Jack 
Johnson, Sublime, reggae, soul and 
some more reggae are all instantly rec- 
ognizable on the band’s sophomore 
record, Trust Us Now. Luckily for us, it 
seems that jacket fits quite nicely. 

The band shows a surprising amount 
of sheer ability for a group that was pre- 
sumably formed in order to avoid get- 
ting “real” jobs. While the record 
certainly reminds you of their roots, the 
musicians manage to balance homage 
with original creative talent over 13 
songs. Ambitiously produced for an 
independent band, the LP will provide a 
strong backbone for Current Swell’s fre- 
quent cross-country tours. 





Award shows are stupid ... 
but you should apply 


=| ENTER SANDOR 
— | STEVEN SANDOR 
=} | stoven@vueweekly.com 


Now, if you ask me, there are already 
too many award shows out there. | 
mean, who really cares about a Teen 
Choice Award? In Canada, the Junos 
used to be the thing. But now we 
have a bunch of regional award 
shows. We also have the CASBYs 
(Canadian Artists as Selected By 
You) in Toronto and the Indies, which 
run in conjunction with the annual 
Canadian Music Week (next year, 
March 5 - 8 in Toronto). 

With all the award shows out 
there, | don’t know when a popular 
Canadian artist has time to break 
away from all the back-slapping and 
do those niggly things like writing 
music, recording and touring. 

Now that I've got my award-show 
rant out of my system, | do want to 
make sure that all the indie artists in 
Edmonton and area know that submis- 
sions are now open for the aforemen- 
tioned Indies—the Eighth Annual 
Independent Music Awards. The 
awards cover a number of significant 
categories for domestic and interna- 
tional artists, from the biggies like 
Album of the Year and Song of the 
Year to a whole bunch of genre-specif- 
ic awards, from children’s music to 
electronica. A slew of Edmonton 
bands, including Shout Out Out Out 
Out, Cadence Weapon and Corb Lund, 
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PUSCIFER 

VIS FOR VAGINA 
SONY/BMG 

Keenan takes time off 


From Tool to mumble about 
Women’s va-jay-jays 


HEDLEY 

FAMOUS LAST WORDS 
UNIVERSAL 

This douchebag's last words 


Will not be famous, but they'll 
Be truly welcomed 


SEETHER 

FINDING BEAUTY IN NEGATIVE 
SPACES 

WIND-UP 

Okay, we get it 


You love Nickleback so much 
You wanna be them 


arte a 


4-WAY 
STAM 
Spacey-psycho disc 
Finds the boys rocking out like 
A mother-mother 


were on the nomination lists last year. 

To be considered, though, artists 
must submit their albums for nomi- 
nations. Artists must submit elec- 
tronic press kits and music through 
the awards submission site at son- 
icbids.com/indies2008. And, here is 
a quick run-through of the regula- 
tions for all the domestic awards: 
“An artist must be a Canadian citizen 
or landed immigrant. At least 50 per 
cent of the Group or Duo must be 
Canadian citizens or \anded immi- 
grants. Fifty per cent of the nomi- 
nee's songwriting and recording must 
be 100 per cent Canadian.” 

And, as the awards are named the 
Indies, obviously all the nominees 
must have their music put out by inde- 
pendent labels. To be considered, the 
submission must have been released 
between Sep 1, 2006 and Dec 1 of 
this year. The deadline for submitting 
material for the nomination process is 
Dec 1. 

As sour as | am on award shows, 
it would be nice to see another solid 
group of Albertans featured on those 
nomination lists. But, can all the 
music-industry gods please get 
together and put a moratorium on 
new awards shows? | mean, with all 
the self-congratulation out there, it's 
hard to take any award seriously 
anymore. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 
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ETTY DONKEY GIRL 
SING A-LONG MUSIO 
This year's Crazy Frog 
Makes the hamster dance seem like 
The fucking ballet 
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PRIMES 

FACADES AND PINK FORMS 
POSTFACT 

Lap top rockin’ with 


Euro-wobble vocals and 
Distortion at 10! 


SHOOTER JENNINGS 
THE WOLF 

UNIVERSAL SOUTH 
Nicely walks the line 


Between biker outlaw and 
Candyass crooner 


SKYE SWEETNAM 
fe SOLDIER 


Slick girl pop ... like Bif 
And about as edgy as 
A sack of beach balls 


QUEEN LATIFAH 
hl LIGHT 


The Queen is dead yo! 
Or rather, fully transformed 
Into Black Streisand 
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NOY 30 


= Available at 
1X Southside Sound & 
Tix On The Square 


St Basils Cultaral Centre 


10819-71 Ave 
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FUSIONS 
CESTRIBUTION 


< if ASTROLOGY 


| ROB BREZSAY 
FJ | freewill@weweekly.com 


Bie to an editing error, this week's 
Freewill Astrology ran in last week's Vue. 
We apologize to anyone who zigged when 
they should have zagged due to our error. 


ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 

A top official at the European Robotics 
Research Network predicts that humans 
will “be having sex with robots” sooner 
than anyone expected—probably within 
four years. | hope this little shocker will 
help motivate you to follow my astrologi- 
cal advice for the coming week, which is 
to flee in the opposite direction of that 
trend. Start by phasing out any robotic, 
machine-like behavior that may have 
way you make love. Fer that 
rogram yourself of any auto- 
bits that are infecting 
xpressing intimacy, 
and togetherness 


TAURUS (APA 20 - MAY 20) 
Moths, hummir 5, and bats love to 
owers offer. In 
rs are expected to 
5 on their bodies and 
fertilize other plants 
t t's usually not 
the first polli- 
1 suck it all dry, 
2r visitors. And 
1 from the plant's 
vould limit the 
pollen would 
) nectar-drinking 
refore, most plants 
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INFO:428-STAR 
CA 


WWW.STARLITEROOM.C 
UNDER THE STARLITE ROOM 
TICKETS AT BLACKBYRD, LISTEN & TICKETMASTER 





UND eSrsoSRrouno 


WWW.MOSESMAYES.COM 


include just a touch of bitterness in the 
blend. Regard this entire scenario as a 
useful metaphor for you to keep in mind 
during the coming weeks, Taurus. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

Pulitzer prize-winning journalist Seymour 
Hersh told CNN's Wolf Blitzer that the gov- 
ernments of the US and Israel were slaver- 
ing for a bombing raid on Iran. “The Israeli 
position is very firm,” he said. “They want 
us to go into Iran. And they want us to hit 
hard ... If you run into a lion, you either 
shoot it or ignore it. You don’t pluck out its 
eyebrows.” Keep that last image in mind, 
Gemini. In the coming weeks, | advise you 
to take a similar attitude toward the enemy 
within you. Don’t mess around with cosmet- 
ic changes or half-assed measures. Either 
go all the way or don’t go at all. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Best days this month for smart love, heal- 
ing beauty and uplifting adventure: 2, 3, 4, 
6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 23, 
24. Best days to search for the loot from a 
1967 bank robbery hidden in a metal box 
stashed inside a hollowed-out log in the 
woods: 2, 3, 9, 10, 11. Best days to dream 
about a dancing rhinoceros whose careen- 
ing around a giant ouija board gives you 
information about an opportunity to mani- 
fest one of your most ambitious dreams: 6, 
7,13, 1 ee 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

When a plant needs help, mused film- 
maker David Lynch, “the experienced gar- 
dener doesn’t worry about the leaves. He 
gets at the problem from the roots.” That 
thought should be a central guide for you 
in the coming week, Leo. Don’t attack the 


Kids swarm to The Locust’s merch table 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

or fans of San Diego’s The 

Locust, the foremost question 

on everybody's mind whenever 
the band heads out on tour is not 
which songs will be culled from its 
numerous albums and 7"s for the 
setlist, nor if the members will be 
wearing new uniforms. With a reputa- 
tion for merch that goes well beyond 
T-shirts and buttons—going so far as 
to include a pee puddle shaped 7” and 
Jack Chick-esque tracts—all those in 
the know will be headed to the band’s 
merch table to find out what the 
plague rockers have come up with 
this time. 

“We're going to have Frisbees and 
toilet seat covers—I wish they were 
the paper protect-o type but they just 
go on top,” drummer Gabe Serbian 
explains from the lobby of an auto 
mechanic where the group’s van is 
being tuned up. “I wanted to make yo- 
yos, but that’s a little harder than it 
sounds I guess.” 

Serbian suggests that the band’s 
predilection for, uh, interesting mer- 
chandise could stem from the collec- 
tion of knick-knacks and ephemera 
he has amassed over the years. 

“I collect a lot of weird shit—I go to 
swap meets and flea markets and col- 
lect family photos of fucked up look- 
ing people. My house is full of them. 
I'm thinking of having a garage sale 
when I come home from tour,” he 
says. “I also have a BB gun range in 





TUE, NOV 6 (7 PM) 

THE LOCUST 

WITH DESPISED ICON, CHILO ABUSE, THE DISCORD 
OF THE FORGOTTEN SKETCH 

AVENUE SKATEPARK, $16.50 (ALL AGES) 


my backyard so whatever doesn’t sell 
I'll just shoot up.” 


WELL KNOWN FOR short ana noisy 
songs full of maxed out synths and 
twisted (like meandering) as well as 
twisted (like, uh, Charlie Manson) 
lyrics, the newest record by The 


Lu! 
— 
co 
co 
eu. 


Locust—called New Erections—is an 
odd duck in that it is somewhat slow 
er than previous works and, at || 
songs, clocks in at a full 23 minutes— 
an epoch in Locust time. 

“We just kept stacking up parts 
until it felt done and it just so hap 
pened that it came out longer,” Ser 
bian says of the band's songwriting 
process. “I don’t think we tried to 
make the songs less chaotic—th« 
songs just kind of happen. We didn’t 
try and make it not fast, it just kind o 
took the form it took.” w 





symptoms of your dilemma with money, 
tears, or accusations. Instead, find the 
hidden causes and gently massage them 
with crafty compassion. 


VIRGO (AUG 23-SEP 22) 

The owners of a parts supply store in South 
Carolina billed the Pentagon $998 798 for 
sending two 19-cent washers to a Texas 
army base. Let's install them as your sym- 
bolic reminder not to overpay for anything 
in the coming week, no matter how crucial 
it may be to your operations. And when | 
invoke that word “overpay,” |'m referring 
not only to forking over money, but also to 
giving away your emotional energy, direct- 
ing your attention, or offering up your help. 
Make sure that you're getting equal value 
for your contributions. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 


In the realm of competitive swimming, it's a 
big deal when an athlete shaves a fraction 
of a second off an existing world record. At 
a championship meet in Melbourne earlier 
this year, Michael Phelps was virtually can- 
onized when he beat the previous mark for 
the 200-metre freestyle by two-tenths of a 
second. | predict that you will achieve a 
comparable feat in the coming week, Libra. 
Some tiny improvement you accomplish will 
make a major difference. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

A drunk dominatrix sidled up to me at a 
party and said, “Reverend, please absolve 
me of my sins.” I'm not officially a priest, 
but in the spirit of fun and games | replied, 
“Why, my dear? Have you seen the error of 
your ways?” She spread her arms wide as 
she bowed, hissing like a serpent through a 
toothy smile. “Not at all, Reverend,” she 


said. “| just want to clear the docket so | 
Can go out and commit a slew of fresh, 
new sins with crazy abandon.” | sprinkled a 
few drops of her Heineken on her head and 
channelled William Blake: “You'll never 
know what is enough unless you know 
what is more than enough. The road of 
excess leads to the palace of wisdom. If 
the fool would persist in her folly she 
would become wise.” And now, Scorpio, 
I'm channelling the same blessing for you. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

“Dear Rob: Thanks for being in my dream 
last night. We were in a beat-up, barely 
running old Chevy on a windy, dusty trail. 
You explained that it would be highly 
beneficial for a Sagittarian like myself to 
demolish this junker. With me behind the 
wheel and you riding shotgun, we slowly 
and gently smashed it again and again 
into the side of the cliff, cracking and 
denting and tearing it up. Then we got 
out and hammered it with logs. | felt free 
when | woke up, like I'd achieved some 
great feat. —Liberated Wrecker.” Dear 
Liberated: I'm pleased | could join in the 
work that you (and all Sagittarians) are 
best suited for right now: creative 
destruction. It was smart of you to dis- 
mantle a symbol of what you'll no longer 
settle for and that wouldn't drive you to 
where you need to go anyway. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

The number of TV channels we have to 
choose from is growing steadily. Where | 
live, for example, there were a mere 61 
options in 2000. Now | can choose from 
104. And yet surveys show that most of us 
watch no more than 15 per cent of what's 
available. If you'd like to be in alignment 
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with cosmic rhythms in the coming week, 
Capricorn, you will make a concerted effor' 
to sample a much larger selection than you 
usually do—of TV channels and everything 
else. Take in sights and sounds you don't 
normally even think of tuning in to. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 
Neurobiologists at a university in Berlin 
have conducted experiments that strongly 
suggest fruit flies have free will. If that 
awesome capacity can thrive in the tiny 
brains of short-lived insects, | think it’s 
safe to assume that you and | also have 
it—and probably in much larger amounts 
In a separate study reported on by Scien- 
tific American, researchers at the Universi- 
ty of Kentucky demonstrated that you can 
boost your willpower simply by using it a 
lot, in the same way that you strengthen a 
muscle by exercising it. | present you with 
these two bolts of good news, Aquarius, 
just in time for the build-your-free-will 
phase of your astrological cycle. 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 

“As a European in the movie industry," 
writes actor W Morgan Sheppard, “I’ve 
learned to think in terms of questions (as in 
European films) rather than in terms of 
answers (as in American films). That's why ! 
love this quote from the play Marat/Sade, 
which | use when I'm teaching acting: ‘For 
me the last word cannot ever be spoken. | 
am always left with a question that is 
open.” | urge you to take your next assign- 
ment from these thoughts, Pisces. Accord- 
ing to my reading of the astrological omens, 
answers are utterly useless to you in the 
coming days. Certainty is a sham. What you 
desperately need are ripe, rounded, 
provocative questions. w 


Braeside Presbyterian 

ard Dr, Bishop St, Sir 
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es ® Meet each Mon 


END CENTRE 11205-101 St 

|; Mon (5-7p if Heard Mon 
Spm), Tue (5-7pm) * Volleyball; 
Leo Beadwork Class; 


Pow-wow, Wed (6-9pm) * Hip-Hop 
‘Gree Class: Thu (6-8pm) * Elders 
Safe Using and Harm Reduction; 
th (11am-1Zpm) ® Tobacco Reduction; every 
Drop-in Night: Fri (6-8pm) 


0 FORGOTTEN LANDSCAPE 1-003 
Engineering Facility, UofA (NREF), 
* Chris Harris’ slide show and talk 
‘wonder * Nov. 8 (4:20pm) 


GLES DANCE |talian-Canadian 
9111-110 Ave (988-4144) # 
for Santa's Anonymous * Sat, Nov. 3 (8pm- 
at)/$13 (quest) 


(DEMOCRACY: WHERE ARE THE 
ea as 2a i bn 
a presentation to communicate the histo- 
women's participation in politics, the challenges women 
ace and solutions to further increase women's involvement 


onthe * Nov. 6(5:30-9pm) * $20, pre-register at 
See i ceomince 


Vis ote em CLUB Goldbar School, 
10524-46 St, www.edmontonnordic.ca * A Nordic Ski Swap. 


peceimap ore programs * Sun, Nov. 4 (1- 


RENCH MEET-UP Second Cup, 124 St, 102 Ave (720-5169) 
"= Informal conversation group, all levels o f French speakers 
welcome * Tue, Nov. 6 (7-Spm) 


ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale School, 6415- 


IMAGES | 

106 St (469-9776) www.imagesab.ca 

4th Thu (8pm) each month featuring ions, speakers, 
$40 rembeship/ $60 MV S20 tule stant is 

‘od | imi} time ant); visi- 

‘tors may attend thfos times before joining 


_ ALBERTA’S FUTURE Main Floor, Centre Core, Stanley A. 
‘Milner Library, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq * Diana Gibson, 
research director of the Parkland Institute, will explore issues 
related to the energy extraction sector in Alberta and sustain- 
ability ® Nov. 15 (12:05-12:50pm) © Free 
MEDITATION © Gaden Samten Ling Tibetan Buddhist 
Meditation Society; 11403-101 St. www.gadensamten- 
ling.org (479-0014) by Kushok Lobsang Dhamchoe; beginner 
Tue (7pm); intermediate Wed (7pm); advanced Sun (11am- 
lpm) * Brohme Kumaris World Spiritual Organization, 
208-10132-105 St (425-1050) www. bkwst.org; Raja Yoga 
Meditation * Meditation Tibetan Tradition 
10502-70 Ave (633-6157) www.karmatashiling.org; Beginners 
welcome, instruction available; Wed (7pm); free 


‘THE NEXT BIG QUESTION PUBLIC FORUM 1-047 Lister 
Conference Centre, U of A * Haw does the brain create mod- 
els of the world? presentation by Sam Roweis, How does the 
earth change over time? presentation by Shawn Marshall. 
How do nature and nurture consort? presentation by Bryan 
Kolb * Tue, Nov, 6 (4:30pm) * Free, pre-register at 

www thenextbigquestion.ca 


* Meets the 2nd and 


PARENT TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton 
Seay groups and workshops for parents at various 
city 


SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (495-5930) * For women 
Wwho are experiencing chaos as a result of a life crisis and 
who feel isolated * Group meets each week 


CLUBS * ‘N'orators: Londonderry Public 
(spn Chamber Tosser 
el 
», 600, 9990 Jasper Ave (459- 
Best Western Cedar Park Inn, 
kgs a iar Heath 
a 
08/474-1138) Thu (7-8:30am) 
location: Royal 


I 10425 Kingsway Ave 
d Bound 
Rm 601, 10215-108 St (454- 
‘Wed (7-8:30pm) 
ot ' Academy of King 
|-866-824-9764) © 
of TS kids * Ist Wed 


i United Church, 8307-109 St (454-1231, ext. Zale Te 
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WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD C) Ct rae 

; .Uof A Campus ® Film series presenting tha docu- 

tem Eno ippiaass Vel Ne  eoe 

wou iN BLACK ‘in front of the Old Strathcona Farmers’ 
* Silent vigil the ist and 3rd Sat (10-11am) each 


‘month, stand in silence for a world without violence 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Red Deer (403-247- 
6073) * Affirm welcome LGBTO people and their friends, 
family. and allies, meet at Sunnybrook United Church the 
2nd Tue (7pm) each month 


‘AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex. sexual, 
jender differences in education and pith ekeaps, : 
Dr. Andre Grace (andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 
http://aroups.yahoo.com/aroup/owedmonton * Social group 
i and bisexual women * 2nd Thu (7:30pm) each 
moni 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) * Large 
Tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117256 Jasper Ave (489-7736) * 
Open nightly. Spm-3am, Fri §pm-3pm * Sun: Rotating drag 
‘shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust 
‘Lounge and GoDiva and Donnstella NEI in The GoDonna 
Show, OJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip con- 
Test with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy « 
Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump 
day with DJ Sexxxy Sean * Thu; Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: 
We made ‘em famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for 
men only, free pool and toumey, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave 
(482-7960) * Open 24/7 © www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT © A mature social group, cou- 
ples and singles welcome * E-mail 
edmontonmusicnight@hotmail.com for more info 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 St © A group of older gay men and 
their admirers who have common social interests meet the 
2nd Sun (2:30pm) of most months for a social period, a shor 
meeting and a quest speaker, discussion panel or a potluck 
‘supper. Special interest groups meet for other social activi- 
ties throughout the month. email edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, 
WWw.primetimersww.org/edmonton 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business mixer: 
Network and share contacts in the GLBT business community 
* 2nd Wed each month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact7@hivedmonton.com * 
Programs and support services for people affected and 
infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, advoca- 
cy and public awareness campaigns 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 10345-104 St (387-3343) « 
Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and supporters meet the 
2nd Thu of each month (8pm); 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer (LGBTQ) 
faculty, graduate student, academic, straight allies and support 
staff © 3rd Thu each month (fall/winter terms): Speake 

Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) * 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmlivingposi- 
tive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confidential 
peer support to people living with HIV * Tue {7-Spm): 
Support group # Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
Www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged 
to participate, Socializing after practices * Every Tue, Thu 
PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave * Support meeting for 
parents, families and friends of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered people * Ist Tue (7pm) each month * 
Information phone Ruby at 436-1998 after 6pm, or edmon- 
tonab@pflagcanada.ca 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488-3234) 
© Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm * Youth theatre 
project is developing a play to educate about and reduce 
homophobic bullying. It's a way for GLBTO and straight identi- 
fied youth to address the problem; no previous theatre exper- 
ence needed. Meetings: Wed (7pm) at the Pride Centre, con- 
tact Emily (Emily@pridecentreofedmonton org, 488-3234) for 
info * Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: last Sun each month 
(1-5pm, TV room) ® Trans Education/Support Group: Suppart 
and education for transsexual, transgendered, intersexed, 
two-spirited and questioning individuals, Ist, 3rd, last Sun (2- 
4pm) each month with Cody * Sunday Night Men's 
Discussion Group: Mens social and discussion group; Sun 
(7pm); Rob Wells at robwells780@hotmail.com * Friends and 
Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun (2-4pm) each month with Noelle, 
friandsandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca * 
Monday Movie Night: Movie nights with themed movies and 
discussion afterwards; Mon * TTIQ Alliance: Support meeting 
for transgender, transsexual, intersex and questioning 2nd Tue 
each month; ttiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 « GLBT 
Seniors Drop-In; Thu (2-4nm) with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 « 
Sick and tired of being sick and tired? Cocaine Anonymous 
meeting; Thu 7-8pm; CA Hotline 425-2715 * HIV Outreach: 
Drop-in circle every other Thu (7pm) * Youth Understanding 
Youth: Youth support and social group; Sat (7-Spm); 
yuy@shaw.ca; www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up and 
Show Up-Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book Study; Sat (12-1); 
suitupshowup@hotmail.icom * NDP LGBT Caucus: fast Sun 
each month with Jay, 488-3234 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu, Sun Bpm- 
am; Fri Sat Bpm-4am; closed Mon, Tue, Wed * Thu: 
Thursdays are Gorgeous with Hostess Hootie McBoob, fea- 
turing Drag Kings and Queens, burlesque and amateur strip. 
the last Thu each month « Fri; All Request Dance Party with 
‘DJ Jazzy rotating shows every week * ‘Sat Always like New 
Years Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) downstairs and DJ Jazzy (new 
music) upstairs * Sun: Flashback Sundays: Featuring host- 
‘esses Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair, rotating guests. Free pool 
all night long: $3 cover * : $4 (members}/S6 (non- 
member)/Sun $2 cover 


SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS * A woman's social group 
gathers once a month on Sat for conversation over tea and 
coffee * Information e-mail: 


singlewomen40plus@hotmail.con 


‘STEAMWORKS 11745 ‘Ave (451. 
taliscouuBelyile Wve (451-5554) * Steam 


WOMONSPACE (780-422-1794) * A non-profit lesbian 
Organization, organized activities held monthly including 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (489-6557) » Open Daily 
(noon) * Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick * Sat-Sun 
Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


‘AN EVENING IN TIBET Westmount Hall, 10970-127 St 
(914-2677) © Fundraising dinner and silent auction © Nov. 3 
(6:30pm) * $35 


EDMONTON OPERA-OPERA GALA Straw Conference 
Centre, Hall D * An evening of dinner and dancing sur- 


founded glamour and elegance that can * Fri, Nov. 2 © Call 
429.1000 for tickets 


GLOBAL VISIONS FILM FESTIVAL Festival screenings 
downtown at the Paramount Theatre on Jasper Ave, the 
Metro Cinema, and the Stanley Milner Library Theatre, 
www .globalvisionsfestival.com * Nov. 1-4 © Festival 
Superpass, Six Pack or individual tickets available at TIX on 
the Square, Remedy Café, Mountain Equipment Co-op, the 
Carrot, Festival office and on-line 


HOMEFEST TransAlta Aris Bams * Featuring music by Ann 
Vriend, Al Brant Band, Down to the Wood, Raisin’ Cain, 
Thaneah—Ten Feet of Hair and many others © Sun. Nov 4 
(27pm) * $10 at Earth's General Store, Myrhe’s Music, TIX 
‘on the Square, Grant MacEwan College Bookstores, 
TransAlta Arts; kids under 12 free 


JUST IN TIME Star of the North Retreat Centre, 3A St 
Vital Ave, St. Albert * A Fair Trade Christmas sale * Sun, 
Nov. 4 (10am-3:30pm) 


LEST WE FORGET; ICE DAY TEA Whitemud 
Crossing Library, 4211-106 St (496-1822) * Veteran Len Albon 
‘will be joining us to talk about his war experiences as well as 
a performance from the “40s cabaret group Swingin’ Sisters 
Tea and refreshments * Sat. Nov. 3 (1:30pm) e Free 


JEANS AND BEANS Delta Edmonton South Hotel (945 4642) 
© Fundraiser for EmployAbilities, includes a dinner, dance, live 
and silent auction and a dance featuring Danny Hooper's Band 
the Honky Tonk Heroes * Sat, Nav. 3 (6pm) 


MASQUERADE BALL FUNDRAISER Multicultural Heritage 
Centre, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Featuring live music, ballroom 
dance demonstrations fram the Arthur Murray Dance Studio, 
prizes for best histoncally accurate costumes and mask, palm 
and tarot card readings * Nov. 3 (7pm-12 midnight) * $50 


NORTHERN ALBERTA BRAIN INJURY SOCIETY (NABIS) 
Derrick Golf and Winter Club (479-1757) * Dinner and silent 
auction * Sat, Nov, 3 (5:30pm) * $60 


PARAMOUNT'S ORIGINAL LASER SPECTACULAR The 

Arden, St. Albert (459-1542) * Featuring The Music of Pink 
Floyd Fri, Nov. 9 (7pm and 10pm) * $35 at TicketMaster, 
Arden box office 








REMEMBERANCE-A NIGHT OF GOSPEL, RHYTHM AND 
‘SOUL Royal Alberta Museum, 12845-102 Ave © In support of 
The Rememberance Foundation for the Elimination of Youth 
Violence * Sat, Nav. 10 (7pm door), 7:30pm show) * $25 


RUSSIAN MASQUERADE PARTY Belmead Community 
Hall, 9109-182 St (240-9282) * Dinner, dance, and enter- 
teinment * Nov. 3 (Gpm-lam) * $35 


ST. ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH QUILTING GROUP St. 
Andrew's United Church, 9915-148 St (452-4454) « Quilt 
Sale ¢ Nov. 3(1-4pm) 


SCHIZOPHRENIA RESEARCH GALA Faculty Club, U of A 
campus, www.ssa-edmonton.com (452-4661) * Gala dinner tp 
faises funds for research at the BSAU at the U of A into the 
mysteries of schizophrenia and mental illnesses * Nov. 2 * $80 


KARAOKE 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain 
Rd (484-7751) © Wed (8pm-12am); Thu, Fri, Sat (9:30pm- 
1:30am); with Right Said Ed 

CASTLEDOWN’S P UB 16753-100 St © Tue (Spm-lam): 
with Off-Key Entertainment 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castiedowns Rd (472-7696) 
* Thu (10:30pm) © Wed: Name that Tune 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Tue-Wed (9:30pm): 
Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) * Fri: Karaoke 
with Knsta, Liquid Entertainment 


HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 Street (421-9898) * Fri (Bpm- 
midnight): Hot Karaoke Productions 


PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd 
(431-5815) * Sun (8pm); With Evolution Entertainment 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 135 St, 113 Ave (451-8022) * 
Thu (9:30pm-1:30am): with Gord from Stonerock Productions 


KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) « Fri- 
Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) * Fri (Spm-late): 
Karaoke with Chris 


MOJO'S Bost Wester Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7888) 
© Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productons 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6109-90 Ave (490-1999) * Thu: Karaoke 


WIKITA'S 10162-100A St (414-0806) * Karaoke Tue and 
Thu (7pm-1Zam) with Shelley 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * Karaoke 
Mon (9:30pm; with Wil Clark and Mr. Entertainment * Thu 
(9pm). Salsa Rocks 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) * Wed/Thu/Sun 
{9:30pm-Zam): with TLC Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St (988- 
5457) « Sat (9pm): Karaoke hosted by Jenny Joy 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running 
Karaoke bar, 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604-101 St (423- 
4499) ® Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth * Highstreet, 
10316-124 St (482-1600); daily {9:30pm} * Old Strathcona, 
10475-80 Ave (439-7211); Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am} * 99 St 
63 Ave; Thu-Sat (9pm-lam). with Off-Key Entertainment 
‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
19710-104 St (472-6336) * Tue, Fri-Sat (7pm-midnight); 
Sat-Sun (1-5pm) 














Two tales from the 
Prairies, almost 10 


years later 
& | QUEERMONTON 


—_J | TED KERR 
ted@vueweekly.com 


1998 was a tumultuous time to be gay 
on the flat plains of North America’s 
prairies. Big skies and land as far as the 
eye could see provided no protection 
from the unruly human winds that in this 
so-called modern time often deliver cru- 
eler storms of torture than Mother 
Nature ever could 


VRIEND VS ALBERTA 

On Apr 2, 1998 the Supreme Court of 
Canada ruled in the Vriend vs Alberta 
case that provincial governments could 
not exclude LGBT individuals from 
human rights legislation. 

The Supreme Court's ruling was the 
result of a six-year battle that began 
when Delwin Vriend was fired from his 
job as a lab coordinator at King’s Univer- 
sity College in Edmonton due to his sex- 
ual orientation. 

When Vriend attempted to file a dis- 
crimination complaint with the Alberta 
Human Rights Commission his request 
was refused on the grounds that sexual 
orientation was not protected by Alber- 
ta’s code of human rights. This meant 
that Vriend could not sue the College 
directly for discrimination because, in 
the eye of Alberta's laws, being a sexual 
minority was a seemingly justifiable rea- 
son to be fired. With that decision, 
Vriend sued the Government of Alberta 
and its Human Rights Commission for 
not protecting him. The issue was not 
that the college fired him because he 
was gay, but that the college could fire 
him because he was gay. 

In 1992, Vriend’s case against the 
Province resulted in an Alberta court rul- 
ing stating sexual orientation must be 
written in as a new protected class 
under the human rights legislation. How- 
ever, the provincial government 
appealed the decision through the Alber- 
ta Court of Appeals and had the decision 
overturned. This meant that Vriend and 
all other sexual minorities were in the 
same boat as when he was first fired, a 
precariously unsafe one that could easily 
be led by a homophobic captain throw- 
ing queers overboard, leaving them with 
no lifejacket. 

This final ruling at the provincial level 
led Vriend and his team to take the case 
to the Supreme Court of Canada where 
within a year the hearing was over and 
the Vriend camp emerged victorious. In 
the end all provinces read the Supreme 
Court's ruling into their human rights leg- 
islation—all except Alberta, which to 
this day has yet to read it in. 


MATTHEW IN WYOMING 

| find it hard to write about Matthew 
Shepard. | don't know where to start 
and | need to believe that you already 
know what happened starting Oct 6, 
1998. | don’t know how much detail to 
go into nor how much of him to bring 


into it and how much of what hap- 
pened to share 

With Vriend it's different. As simple 
as it is to see-that there would be no 
Vriend vs Alberta without Delwin, the 
story quickly finds it’s own narrative’~ 
Vriend becomes the symbol for the small 
army of people including Delwin that 
fought hard and won the case 

With Matthew it is about one young 
man who could have been and has 
been countless young people among 
us. The difference is that most of us 
escape with a cautionary tale that 
makes us shake our heads with disbe- 
lief later in life. Matthew paid with his 
life, his head shaking and flinching 
from the impacts of fists and the butt 
of a gun. He was tied to a fence on the 
outskirts of a city that wasn't even his 
own, beaten by two strangers who, 
lured him out of the neon danky glow 
of a bar by pretending to be gay with 
the somewhat-innocent intent to just 
rob him. But everything came loose; 
things got out of hand. 

Matthew suffered a fracture that 
went from the back of his head to his 
right ear—an earthquake inside the 
flesh of his head, damaging his brain 
stem and affecting his body's ability to 
control its own heat or make the heart 
beat. 

They left him for dead, without a wal- 
let and shoeless, begging while they 
went to rob his house, only to be dis- 
tracted from the task by more violence 
and subsequently apprehended. A moun» 
tain biker found Matthew the next morn- 
ing, a near-lifeless lump clumped up 
against the cold autumn earth. He was 
unconscious and died in a hospital with- 
in six days. 

If it were not for hearing Matthew's 
mother Judy courageously tell the story 
in the hopes of “making even a small 
difference,” | am not sure | could even 
attempt to write about Matthew. But 
who am | to cower at an opportunity 
when even his own mother can say the 
words: Matthew was killed because he 
was gay. Matthew was a victim of a 
hate crime even if, at the time, the state 
of Wyoming was not equipped with the 
laws to say so. a 

Find out more. But don’t google him, 
because hateful websites come up 
Instead, search out The Laramie Project 
at the library, video store or local play- 
house. In fact, Victoria School of Per- 
forming and Visual Arts is putting on a 
production this November. 

Six months, life and a border sepa- 
rate Vriend's victory from Matthew's 
murder. When viewed together the sto- 
ries show two men unwittingly illustrat- 
ing the similarities between the terrain 
of Alberta and Wyoming and the vast 
ness between rights and realities, inten- 
tions and actions. The world did not 
become a better place when Vriend was 
passed and it did not stop when 
Matthew's heart did. Ten years later, we 
who still live on the Prairies carry on 
and so does the world around Us. We 
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EDUCATIONAL 


Actors needed__ 
Do you have what it takes to 


SS 


Youth ages 10-13 
Don't miss out learning 
from the BEST!!! 
Call today and book 
our spot in the class. 
(780) 460-4607 
Check out www.tomlogan.com 


HELP WANTED 


Culna 
Looking for creative minds for our kitchen. Contact 
Nathan of Zana at 437-5588 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed {night}. Thu (day), 
pemm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs guar- 


anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 





MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
c Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
struction: focus on individual! Professional, 
instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981 




















FRAMING 
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ARTIST TO ARTIST 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOP 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Blvd. 439-0408, 


ARTIST/NON PROAT EDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


Tho Senvest Collection 
of New Canadian Art 


Now accepting submissions 
www.senvestcollection.com 


Submissions for Stage Struck, 2008 at the Walterdale 
Playhouse. Submission Nov. 30. Info: 
Mary-Ellen Perley at 481-3716, mperley@shaw.ca 


Call for donations: 2007 fundraiser. Looking for small 
and medium sized artworks. Submit .3, at 
VAAA Gallery. For info call 421-1731 


Juried photography exhibition: Deadline: Feb. 4, 2008 
for exhibition: May 29-June 14, 2008 at TU Gallery, Ph 
421-1731 for info 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features guest 
artists. Incl: proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; artist 
statement. For info Ph Tim 423-2966 


The deadline for The Works Art & Design Festival 
2008 application to the Art Market or the Street 
Stage is }. 16, You can download the application 
off of our website at www.theworks.ab.ca 


MUSICIANS 


Drummer/percussionist for busy cover/original band. 
Hired gunns OK-would prefer personnel who could 
eventually be band members. Some live/some studio 








Ex-member of Las Vegas Crypt Keepers looking to join a 


band-all original act with some covers. Lots of experi- 
ence. Call Paul Ellingham 237-8940 


Millet bassist/autoharpist, seeks musician, poet, 
dancer, etc. Play to improve and perform. No drugs, 
booze, or egos. 387-3343 


VOLUNTEER 


Pilgrims Hospice seeks musical volunteers to lead 


sing-a-longs and/or to perform for our very forgiving 
day program clients. Tracy: 413-9801 


See your brain in action! Participate in research at 
UofA! Right-handed men, 18-50. Reimbursement pro- 
vided. Call 604-0048 


Research project at UofA seeks right-handed men 18- 


50 suffering from SCHIZOPHRENIA. Reimbursement 
provided. Call 604-0048. 





Become a friend to a new Canadian and share a life- 
changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474-8554 


Volunteers with educational/professional background 


in psychology/sociology, needed to assist workshop 














facilitators with workshops related to psycho-social 

issues (depression, anger management...) Thu evgs. 

for 10 wks, or Sat moms. for 5 wks, NE Edmonton. 
Erin, 432-1137 ext. 357 


The City of Edmonton Youth Council (CEYC) is recruit- 
ing for its 2007-2008 term membership! We are look- 
ing for youth aged 13-23, residents in the City of 
Edmonton and interested in being involved in civic 
youth issues. www.ceye.ca, Info: Jennifer 496-4938, 
E: Jennifer Wong@edmonton.ca 










FUNDRAISING FOR 
GREENPEACE 


Public Outreach is looking for socially conscious individu. 
als to engage in fundraising on behalf of Greenpeace. We 
need canvassers to spread green awareness about protect. 
ing the planet's resources, to discuss pressing environmen. 
tal issues, and to ask people to join as monthly members. 
Door-to-door campaigning is a grassroots way of reaching 
Edmonton communities to speak out against environment;| 
abuses. We are working for the greater good and offering 
paid outreach positions. 





Tutors needed to assist adults with disabilities lear 
basic reading and writing skills. Training, materials, 
and support provided. Flexible hrs, 1-2hrs/wk. Various 
city locations. Erin, 432-1137 ext. 357 


ElderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help with 
our daily programs that assist seniors to remain inde- 
pendent and active in their communities. For a few 
hours each week, volunteers can help with lunch and 
coffee breaks and socialize with clients. Please call 
434-4747 Ext. 4 to volunteer 


Baking with Seniors. Help female seniors living ina 
new extended care facility in NE Edmonton with bak- 
ing and other recreation activities. Day or evening 
placements, 2-3 hrs/wk. Erin, 432-1137 ext. 357 


$14/hr, guaranteed wage, no commission 
Contact Tristan at 


recruitment@publicoutreach.ca 


~ or phone 780-436-9896 


Had Enough? 


Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715. 





The Ideal Opportunity And The 
Ideal ATTITUDE Embrace... 


Have you ever seen a career opportunity advertised that you just know is a good fit, 
but you're a little apprehensive about an interviewer’s opinion about your credentials 
matching it? 


Our client is a large, vibrant and exceedingly people oriented company. A distinctive 
opportunity exists for a passionate, hard working leader. 


You’ve heard of ‘start at the bottom and work your way up’...well, this rare op- 
portunity allows you to start at the top if you are willing to creatively plot and con- 
spire to foster and cultivate growth in others. You don’t need an extensive educa- 
tion and all kinds of letters behind your name. You don’t need a resume that boasts im- 
pressive job titles. 


What do you need? You need to own a deep routed and fiery core desire to succeed. 
You need to be ready for a new challenge that focuses on the future and that is not 
mired with the usual corporate limitations and restrictions. You need to live by the 
proven philosophy that people are much more valuable than things are. And — most im- 
portant — you need to be the proud owner of an attitude that is amazing, unswerving and 
exceedingly contagious. 

The salary is impressive and the performance pay opportunities are, quite candidly, 
mind-boggling. 

If this opportunity seems to be a fit for you, please send your resume (including 
a description of your attitude) to info@motivationsource.ca 


Please know that we have no desire to ‘interview’ you. Rather, we look forward to the 
opportunity to investigate the potential of a true ‘win / win’, long-term scenario...over 
lunch! 
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C Bolding 

( Caps 

Cj Extratine — 

CJ Box Word Ad $4 

Phone 426-1996 from S9am-5) 


Deadline Tues at Noon Print legibly on lines at right * Up to 45 Characters per line « Every letter, space or 





pm Mon-Fri « Email rob@vueweekly.com © 10303-108St. Edmonton 


mark counts as ons character * Allow one space following punctuation 
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fol id your column by accident and 

Major props to you for being such 
id sex columnist and a mother! 

i 13 1, | had bulimia. I'm now 37. | love 

‘aging down on my man, but | feel | gag 


| ‘anything to do with the purging ! 
that my gag reflex is not so promi- 
VE, GAG ME 


question: Between the ages of 19 


3 e than | should. I’ve wondered if it 


raged in when younger. Do you have 
ideas for how | could retrain myself 


Forget being a writer/mother (most 
ale writers have accomplished that, 


tom lists I've found in the literature, and 
that is some extensive literature, let me 
tell you. So | think what we have here is 
in fact your normal gag reflex reasserting 
itself. Isn't that nice? 

OK, not really. | get that. But a nor- 
mal response means you can take nor- 
mal, even simple measures, and my 
usual prescription for gagging down- 
goers is so simple I'm always amazed | 
have to mention it1 don’t remember 
anyone ever teaching this one to me!|— 
but there ya go. Wrap your hand around 
the base of his penis. Slide it up if 
there's still too much length to take 
comfortably (unlikely, if you do the 
math); slide it down to expose the 
desired length. It’s like those "no sew “ 
curtains from |kea—just pick the length 
you want—except you don't have to 
iron anything either. 

There are exercises out there but since 
they're mostly the poking yourself in the 
uvula with a tongue-depressor sort of 


thing | rarely recommend them and \'d 
think in your case it’s expressly con- 
traindicated. There are a lot of people 
promising good results with hypnosis as 
well but frankly, that’s kind of creepy, and 
besides, the hand thing works perfectly, 
so why bother? 

You may find, too, that after you've 
had enough gag-free, thoroughly (and 
mutually) pleasant experiences with 
this, you'll simply gag less because 
you're expecting to gag less. If not, 
though, hand trick! 

LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA: 

In a previous question you established 
that it's safe to ejaculate inside a woman 
when she’s on the Pill. My question is, 
what should be done then? Does she 
need to clean it out, or can you just leave 
it in there? If so, how would you clean it? 
And if not, wouldn't it drip? It all seems 
awtully inconvenient either way. 


LOVE, CONFUSED 


DEAR CON: 
Oh, hahaha, bless your heart. Whatever 
made you think it was supposed to be 
“convenient?!” Nature is not convenient, 
she is messy, and kind of a bitch, as has 
often been noted, often enough by me. 
Here in the column, for instance, | have 
covered not only “duck rape” and “homo- 
sexual duck rape” but “homosexual 
necrophiliac duck rape.” Twice. Which 
reminds me that | never linked to the arti- 
cles about the way that female ducks 
have begun evolving baroquely twisty and 
turny oviducts to confound the males 
(properly drakes, | guess) who have been 
evolving complexly twisted, outrageously 
outsized phalluses that look like they 
might have been designed by Antonio 
Goudy. 
From World Science Net: 
Brennan hypothesizes that the female 

waterfowl have evolved these anatomi- 


ading about duck sex makes you gag, please stop reading now 


cal features to block male attempts at 
reproductive control. “Despite the fact 
that most waterfowl form monogamous 
pairs, forced copulations by other males 
.. afe common,” said Prum. “In response 
to male attempts to force their paternity 
on females, female waterfaw! may be 
able to assert their own behavioral and 
anatomical means of controlling who 
fathers their offspring. 
| mean, how cool is that? | wish I'd 
kown about it back when | was doing 
feminist street theater, because how 
great would those costumes have been? 
Um, what? We were'’t talking about 
duck rape, but about used-semen drip- 
page? Ugh. No wonder | was so eager to 
veer off-topic. as quickly as possible. No, 
please don't “clean it out.” Yes, it drips 
No, nothing bad happens and nobody's 
the wiser unless you rush straight from 
bed to nude yoga class so | advise 
against that. 


» 





LOVE, ANDREA 
javen't they, without feeling the need for 


a-special acknowledgment?): props to 
w for getting over your bulimia. It can 
p pretty intractable, as I'm sure you 
jow, and it can leave scars both physical 
nd emotional that are hard or sometimes 
possible to heal. So yay you. 

While it’s true that bulimics can get 
ad at gagging, and | haven't found any- 
thing to support the idea that they actual- 
rain their gag reflexes into overactivity 
Jer normal circumstances once normal 
umstances resume, as yours have. 
jite the opposite, actually: “loss of gag 
lex " shows up on most of the symp- 
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Calgary 403-313-3311 : 
Le. Other cities 1- 877- 834- 4044 : 
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*Audio Engineering & Production 
*Film & Music Business 

*Film & Digital Arts 

*Broadcast Arts 

*3D Animation 


*Game Design 


TAYLOR Leduc/Nisku 
28 yrs. old 36-26-36 





MORE MEN 4 MEN. 


780-604-7801 Try us FREE: code 2315 
ae 780.413.7122 
DI Make $799 US per month 


vit a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website 
is currently looking for Aer ENE a ie 
Call Jamie for more info. 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


-Classes start soon 
-$cholarship$ 


- Student Loans 


1.900.451.2853 (75 — 


Hot Hungarian brunette; 36C-26-36; 
ys tight, toned, tanned; su run: call for 
availability; 965-4 


Try Cruiseline Text for free. 


Text “utra” to SFREE - wnww.cruiseline.ca 


Vancouver, BC 





e Outgoin eat just 18; brand new to 
pe ean Aaa 7B.26-3 ew) one He mga call 
availability; 441-133 


paint Italian w/jet black hair; very 


~ ‘ ~4 ' 
Perey call for availabil- FOR FREE & Gt r LucKY TONIGHT! 


-~ 


SIGN UP 


- = 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 


Mae-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; great body; loves to -* 
pamper; no rush service; a delicate oriental gem; a 
- call for availability; 965-4968, 


Ts 


SEX SEARCH me COM 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial for MEW: 
702.2223 


MEET LOCALS TONIGHT! 
Try NIGHTLINE for free. 
Call 780-665-6565, 18+ 
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University of Alberta Libraray 


PO Box 41021 

5th Floor Cameron 
Edmonton, AB 
T6G 238 
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‘Cuff The Duke 


Sidelines of the City 


IN CONCERT Nov. 16 
Epiaeerle PaHEeS Univ. of Alberta 
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Brand new 

album featuring 
“She’s So Sorry” . i 
and “For The <a if = § f , i JAY-Z returns with a brand new album, inspire 
Nights | Can’t y ~A = oe t : 80 avaitas ; ( eines by the Ridley Scott film ‘American Gangster 


Remember” 99 ae ree HEDLEY Limited. ‘@. ; 
17 to 32123 Edition \ Features “Blue Magic 

) o™ > . Jes 
or ae J Ns gto get ringtones!* T-shirt cae ay Kanye West, Nas 


www hedieyonline.com t = - > * carrier data fates apply. 
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SLOW ME DOWN 


New 2 DVD set 
featuring a 
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\ sg definitive 

ae 1 Me Wig is feature-length : S 

4 oe 5 ” \ al ae a F documentary film Brand new DVD featuring a spellbinding 

J i 3 with band mix of live concert footage and behind- 
EZ IN = commentary, plus the-scenes interview/documentary. : 

¢ c 
, = STORES 8% ~ a con Kote ee 
Ni Ny ae ‘ a - coming concertc avaiable Ue x8 Limieg ce n 
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- the HM gift card 
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MARK STUBBINGS’ FUNERAL HOME COMEDY 
. seen cae wi SEASON EWS: PEACE MOVEMENT / 5 
| FILM: PIERROT LE FOU / 25 
MUSIC: PRIDE TIGER / 30 





They've been to the outback, the 
backcountry, the bush, the ballet, camping, 
hiking, trekking, paddling, dancing, drinking, 
dining. They've been downtown, uptown, 
on the town, the playground, the dog 
pound, Motown. They’ve 
been on the ice, on the 
rocks, walked many city 
~ blocks. And they're just 
getting started. 





The Original 
Available in 
Brown and Black 


www.blundstone.ca 


@ 10322 Jasper Ave. 
@ (780) 422-2718 


Where Feet, Style & Comfort Meet 





Westmount Gommunity Hall 
10970 - 127 street 
Edmonton, Alberta 


call 780.451.7964 
or email 
metaweave@shaw.ea 
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DISH 


ARTS 


FILM 


MUSIC 


BACK 


Here’s your opportunity 


18 


31 


to save lives. 


Edmonton 
Donor Clinic 
8249 - 114 Street 
Monday ~ Friday 


8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 


Saturday 
8:30 am - 2:30 pm 


Book your life 
saving appointment 
today! 


Call 1888 2 DONATE 
De ert hmetes 


Cocurian Blood Services 


| 
| 
















DUST / 18 


“Ifyou think about it, though, anything can 
become your routine, even if it’s not the 
usual routine. It is sort of a nine-to-give 
job."—Mark Stubbings, writer and actor, 
on working at a funeral home 


THE PEACE MOVEMENT / 5 

“People are at all different stages in their 
peace work. So many initiatives never see 
the light of day. Just because they're not 
coming to marches doesn’t mean that 
they're not at home doing their own 
thing."—Veteran activist Patti Hartnagel, 
on Edmonton's peace movement 


PIERROT LE FOU / 25 


“| sometimes wonder if Godard himself is 
as surprised as anyone else that his films 
have aged so well after the children of 
Marx and Coca-Cola have long ago eased 
into the coziness of middle age."—Josef 
Braun, critic 


PRIDE TIGER / 31 


“You gotta have something to hold in your 
hands, and CDs ain't nothing. You can 
burn any old thing on a CD, but a record is 
different. | like how they sound, how they 
look, the whole thing is just so much cool- 
er than a CD."—Pride Tiger singer/drum- 
mer Matt Wood, on why he likes vinyl 
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Hair of the Dog 


Tle cover acoustic 


Cotwrday Alternasn from 4-6 pm. 
Hopmy Hour drink prices 2 ta 7pm, 





Caturday, Yovomber 10 


Northern Clectruc artists fram “WJancamver 


Daud P. Qmith & Dad's Quice 


heb: 7 puwuunflatableeye.com 


Black Dog 


10425-82 Ave 





Cars this good-looking 


But you do. 


od on’t deserve these prices. 


<3 200 sts tte a a. appt ne PSR Delivery Allowance. 
eee ape pune mano 


7, 20071 So caeny 
on a rece 
can ed or 
nWarranty and ‘ iain 






0” for 60": 


purchase financing on most new 2007 Mustang GT 
Cash purchase for 


‘29,999 


(after delivery allowance of $3000 Is deducted) 


0” for 60°: 


purchase financing on all new 2007 Fusion 
Cash purchase for 


°23,299 


{after delivery allowance of $2200 is deducted) 





2007 Fusion SE 14 


Lease for 


4995.9" 


for 48 months with $2099 down. 
No security deposit required. 
(after delivery allowance of $2900 is deducted) 


Cash purchase for 


*44,999 


(after delivery allowance of $2900 Is deducted) 





2007 Focus ZX4 SE 


At this rate, we can’t promise we'll have any left. 
Get yours today. 
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Dismount those high horses 


JAY SMITH / jay@vueweetly.com 


S we compare ourselves in most regards to the United States, Canadians 
have plenty of reason to think that our neighbours to the south are doing 
more of the torturing thing in the Middle East than we are. And, ona 


matter of scale, this is probably the case. 


Nonetheless, this shouldn't tinge the sweet victory for human rights announced 
last week, when the Canadian government failed to have an Amnesty 
International and BC Civil Liberties Association case against it thrown out of court. 

Since February, Amnesty and the BCCLA have pursued a case that would see 
Canadian soldiers operating in Afghanistan be bound by the Geneva 
Conventions and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. At the heart of 
this issue is the extensive evidence that many Afghan detainees that Canadians 
capture and then turn over to Afghan authorities have been tortured by Afghan 


security forces in Afghan government prisons. 


Even if these detainees are “enemy combatants,” Amnesty and BCCLA claim, 
the rules prohibiting their torture should apply. According to the Canadian 
Charter, Canadians are prohibited from enabling the human rights violations of 


other countries. 


In what an Amnesty representative called a “Swiss army knife of motions” the 
government attempted to have the case dismissed because the issues involved 
were political (as opposed to judicial), that human rights advocates were not 
legally permitted to mount such a challenge and, impressively enough, “the case 
should be thrown out because it has no chance of succeeding.” 


Justice Anne Mactavish wasn't biting. 


Illustrating a Bush-like attempt at a more patronizing propaganda, the 
Harper government claimed charges of torture were “an empty invention of the 
Taliban enemy.” Tory House leader Peter van Loan, according to the same Oct 
30 Canadian Press report, asserted, “It is (the Taliban's] standard operating pro- 


cedure to engage in these kinds of accusations.” 


But the military and the Tory government have been lavish in their double- 
speak. In denying that there was any evidence of torture, the government pro- 
duced documentation that had been heavily censored. The Globe and Mail pro- 
duced the same report, which an anonymous official had leaked, sans blacked 
censor-lines, which revealed that the government had, indeed, been perfectly 


aware of torture in Afghan prisons. 


So now we Canadians can get off whatever high horses we still could, until 


recently, feasibly mount. vw 
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= LETTERS 


“STRESS, SCHMESS' 


| just read your article (“Women’s lives, 
women's health,” Nov 1 - 7, 2007) on the 
net. Thanks for your defence of women 
and the many diseases we have more 
often than men. | believe that “stress” is 
a way overworked reason as the cause of 
disease. Doctors use it when they don't 
know the cause and don’t know a treat- 
ment. | suspect that women have differ- 
ent chemistry that makes them more sus- 
ceptible to all these diseases. Stress, 
schmess. If the alternative practitioners 
have the treatment, use their terminolo- 
gy, not the terminology of conventional 
doctors who can't help. 

By the way, hidden sensitivities is a 
huge cause of all these symptoms, 
along with vitamin deficiencies. Trouble 
is, each of us has unique symptoms and 
deficiencies, so we need a practitioner 
who specialized in this or need to 
become our own doctors. My muscle 
aches may be caused by an allergy, 
yours by a magnesium deficiency. My 
joint aches may be caused by allergy to 
green peppers, yours by calcium defi- 
ciency, his by boron deficiency. 


JANE MCCLOSKEY 





VUEPOINT 


Well, Well, Well’s Connie Howard 
responds: 

! use the term “stress” as defined by 
something that produces strain on our 
bodies—which does include the chem- 
ical sensitivities and nutritional defi- 
ciencies you referred to, but also the 
psychological and emotional stresses 
put on women in our modern and still 
surprisingly patriarchal world. 

It is, for example, well-known: that 
loneliness, poor body image, constant 
dieting or being financially dependent 
and feeling powerless are leading causes 
of depression, and that being too busy to 
properly balance work, rest, exercise and 
play leads to a multitude of health prob- 
lems—all of which are problems infinite- 
ly more often encountered by women 
than by men in our society. 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail ue Weekly, 
10303 - 108 Street, Edmonton AB 
T5J 1L7), by fax (780.426.2889) or by e- 
mail (letters@vueweekly.com). 
Preference is given to feedback about 
articles in Jue Weekly. We reserve the 
right to edit for length and clarity. 


When you have 
to go on the go 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
apan may have a long history of 
manufacturing unique toilets—like 
those robotic ones that wash and 
erfume your butt for you—but 
recently a Japanese company 
announced plans for a toilet that is 
there for you while you’re on the go, 
but have desperately got to go. 

Keneko Sangyo Company is a man- 
ufacturer of plastic car accessories but 
has made a giant leap forward in cre- 
ating the world’s first portable toilet for 
cars. Including a curtain to conceal 
users as well as a plastic bag to trap 
waste, the new device will be available 
online on Nov 15. Until then, you’ll 
have to keep stopping at the 7-11. 

But the company envisions its 
product helping out in emergencies— 
that is real emergencies, not just 
when you really, really have to go. 


Japan is located on the Pacific “Ring of 


Fire” and is prone to earthquakes and 
other natural disasters which can dis- 
rupt normal life. 

“The commode will come in handy 
during major disasters such as earth- 
quakes or when you are caught in a 
traffic jam,” a company official 
explained to the Kyodo News. v) 


4 
q 








a 
z 
RAY SINCLAIR / murray@vueweekly.com 
15, 2003 can be thought as the 


ecedented 18 000 people in 

patina against the pend- 
asion of Iraq. 

five years later, with peace 

s turning out a fraction of that 

number, despite a continuing unsta- 

ble post-9/11 world and national 

poche “hati over Canada’s 

mission, has the peace 

aaa in Edmonton and national- 

Jost momentum? 

Staples, director of the 
Ottawa-based Rideau Institute and 
founder of the online ceasefire.ca 
peace site, says it hasn't. 

“Overall interest from the public 
has never been higher,” he said. 

Locally, Doug Meggison, an organ- 
izer with the Edmonton Coalition 

g War and Racism (ECAWAR), 
the group behind the massive march- 
es of 2003, said his group still has a 
strong organizational base and 
remains the sort of well-formed group 
that wasn’t in place before ECAWAR 
came together in late 2002. 

“Despite the lower turnouts to 
marches, we have a solid track record 
of having go-to people” for events and 
actions, according to Meggison, who 
is helping organize events for the fifth 
anniversary of the invasion of Iraq 
next March. 

“Since the massive protests, we've 
been having regular meetings and 
debates.” 

if the US started war preparations 
to attack Iran, this time over fears it 
may develop nuclear weapons, the 
potential remains for tens of thou- 
sands of Edmontonians to protest in 
the streets again, Meggison said. 

Veteran Edmonton peace activist 
Patti Hartnagel agreed, saying the 
Iraqi experience led people to be 
more aware and experienced, and 
predicting that they will be more cyni- 
cal and quicker off the mark if some- 
thing similar occurs. 

But she stressed that the media 
attention on public events like marches 
doesn’t measure the peace activism 
happening in homes or small groups. 

“People are at all different stages in 
their peace work,” she said. “So many 
initiatives never see the light of day. 
Just because they’re not coming to 
marches doesn’t mean that they're 
not at home doing their own thing.” 


s ‘eo 
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<|PEACE 


She cites as examples ongoing 
activism being done by Amnesty 
International, the Unitarian Church 
and her Women in Black group, which 
holds regular silent vigils at the 
Strathcona Farmers’ Market. 


THE LACK OF A “CRISIS” as existed in 


the lead-up to the Irag invasion 
explains why massive street protests 
aren't happening now, said 
Kalmanovitch, who chalked it up to 
human nature. 

“Human beings do well in crisis,” 
Kalmanovitch said. “When there's not 
a crisis, people tend to move away, 
and go into other business. It’s sad we 
have to go from crisis to crisis, 
instead of thinking what to do to pre- 
vent this stuff.” 

The Iraq situation was very unique, 
Staples said, as people did not see the 
country as being a threat and didn’t buy 
British-American claims that the coun- 
try had weapons of mass destruction. 

“People felt so strongly, including 
those who were not typically activist,” 
he said. 

Staples recalled that his wide- 
spread concer translated to a lot of 


PEG Yorn man 


quick, ad hoc organizing around this 
Iraq issue, which brought in a broader 
group of people, like those in the 
labour movement. 

“The really positive part was how 
quickly people mobilized around the 
world,” said Hartnagel, recalling how 
the movement against the Vietnam 
War took years to develop. 

When Canada decided not to join 
the war effort, Staples said part of this 
broad movement in this country con- 
sidered that it had won the battle, and 
moved on to other efforts. 


THE US AND ITS ALLIES did attack Iraq, 


but despite quick declarations of vic- 
tory, the war has turned into a long, 
bloody quagmire now being com- 
pared to Vietnam for the mostly 
American occupiers, causing mass 
displacement and costing thousands 
of US and Iraqi lives. 

Meggison said this outcome doesn’t 
allow any sense of vindication for the 
peace movement, believing it would be 
uncharacteristic for activists to boast 
or bask in the fact that they were cor- 
rect to oppose the Iraq attack. 

“Public opinion feels we were 
right,” said Staples. “The peace move- 
ment should be given credit for it.” 

But he said the movement has been 
hamstrung by a lack of funding, with 








his peace group kept alive mostly by 
“$25 cheques from concerned peo- 
ple,” counting 1000 regular donors. 

"There's not a lot of money in fight- 
ing for peace these days,” Staples said. 

He and Kalmanovitch charged that, 
in contrast, the Department of Nation- 
al Defence was spending millions in 
tax dollars on promoting Canada’s 
Afghanistan mission, including a yel- 
low-ribbon campaign. 

Both activists agreed that the peace 
movement in Canada suffers from a 
lack of a national, broad-based organ- 
ization to consolidate the efforts of 
local peace groups around the coun- 
try, and take advantage of Canadians’ 
Afghanistan ambivalence, 

The Canadian Peace Alliance, 
described on its website as “Canada’s 
largest umbrella peace organization” 
that “provides a strong, coordinated 
voice for peace issues at the national 
level,” would seem to be that group. 

Its steering committee includes 
member groups from across the 
country, including someone from 
ECAWAR and representatives from 
labour, ethnic and environmental 
organizations 

Perhaps tellingly, the alliance could 
not be reached for comment, as its 
campaign coordinator’s answering 
machine indicated it was too full of 
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protest numbers dwindling, is there any power in the peaceful? 
DACHES, VUE LOOKS AT THE HEALTH OF THE PEACE MOVEMENT 


messages. 

“They're very dedicated, but I'm not 
sure they capture the whole move- 
ment,” said Staples of the alliance 

He specified that the group is good 
at getting out mass demonstratio 
which he described as a blunt-force 
instrument, like a hammer 

But to “professionalize the move- 
ment,” Staples said it needs a s 
end—or chisel—that is able to 
Opportunities that come up in the r 
or the political'scene to ‘speak for the 
peace movement's broad pubic support. 

Staples pointed out that a late-‘90s 
international trade deal, the Multilateral 
Agreement on Investment, was defeat- 
ed by the concentrated work by 
activists, with little or no street protests. 


HARTNAGEL SAID peace activists will 
ask themselves if their time would be 
better spent writing a letter to the edi- 
tor or showing a video instead of 
protesting, questioning the wisdom of 
street marches without any immedi- 
ate geo-political crisis. 

“I don’t want to march between the 
bus barns and Corbett Hall again,” said 
the activist, referring to a common 
Whyte Avenue protest route. “Some of 
the stuff in Edmonton is stuck.” 

She said one of her peace-move- 
ment “pet peeves” is that various 
groups continue to ignore the wealth 
of literature about how social move- 
ments go through stages, and how to 
adapt accordingly to keep building 
sustainably. 

“If you don’t, you'll stall and lose 
interest,” Hartnagel said. “I’ve seen 
though the years where people are all 
enthusiastic, and they drift away.” 

Describing herself as a movement 
“freelancer,” she started working 30 
years ago with Project Ploughshares, 
which was formed by church groups 
concemed about weapons exports to 
the developing world 

The veteran activist can recall in 
the ‘70s when there was more than 15 
Edmonton peace groups, centred 
largely around professions, such as 
doctors, nurses and professors. 

It's hard to say whether the local 
movement is stronger now than it 
was back then, said Hartnagel, noting 
the “wild card” factor of the Internet, 
which can spread information on 
political developments and cam- 
paigns quickly. 

“The peace movement in general 
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keeps evolving.and reinventing itself,” 
she said. 

Any movement will have a wide 
range of Opinion and debate, Staples 
said, with various groups within 
stronger than others when it comes to 
tactics. 

He said the peace movement may be 
asking whether or not they should be 
lobbying for an immediate withdrawal 
from Afghanistan, which was invaded 
by a coalition of troops after 9/11. 

As with the rest of the geo-political 
world, the terrorist attacks shook up 
the peace movement, and Hartnagel 
noted that the mass hysteria and fear 
that followed set the tone for people 
to look at military solutions. 

She said post-9/11 sentiment was a 
factor in the backlash against her 
efforts last November to introduce 
Edmonton to a white-poppy alternative 
to the Remembrance Day red poppies, 
which led to her receiving hate mail. 

But Staples said 9/11 gave a “big 
boost” to pacifists, with the challenge 
to counter the rush to war, suspen- 
sion of civil liberties, and the new mil- 
itarist focus of the Bush 
administration, which became a light- 
ening rod for opposition. 

“There was tremendous interest 
and activism not seen since the end of 
the Cold War,” he said, while noting 
that 9/11 set back the anti-globaliza- 
tion movement 

He said people saw the connection 
between the 9/11 attacks and 
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Afghanistan, as the theocratic Taliban 
regime was seen as harbouring main 
suspect Osama bin Laden and Al- 
Qaeda at the time. 

The dynamics changed once Canadi- 
an troops were sent in, as Staples said 
the country was faced with the same 
old problem with war: how it’s so easy 
to get in, but much harder to get out. 

Polls taken since the 2001 invasion 
have suggested Canadians are mixed 
on the mission, but no survey has 
shown overwhelming support. 

"The peace movement hasn't been 
able to capitalize on that,” said Meggi- 
son, who blamed some suspicious 
polling practices and “games being 
played” by the governing federal Con- 
servatives. 

“We haven't been able to convince 
{the public] to come over” to the paci- 
fist side. 

The deaths of Canadian soldiers 
has created conflicted feelings, Sta- 
ples said, with some seeing it as a 
sign to pull out, and others saying we 
have to continue the mission so they 
wouldn't die in vain. 

Canada’s “ad hoc, seat of the pants” 
decision to go to Afghanistan meant 
there was no discussion of alterna- 
tives, Hartnegal said, adding that that 
leads to the polarized opinions today. 

She also said that it’s very hard to 
discuss these options, because with 
the mainstream media cheerleading 
the war, “Who's listening?” 

Staples said a middle position has 
evolved in the political process that 
Canadians should pull out by 2009, 
adding that there's “no public 
appetite” to stay beyond then. w 





Telling the truth 
about peak oil 


DYER STRAIGHT 


gwynne@vueweekly.com 


If a diplomat is “an honest man sent abroad 
to lie for the good of his country” (Sir Henry 
Wotton, 1612), then oil industry executives 
used to be the business world’s equivalent 
of diplomats. The big international compa- 
nies were chronically optimistic about the 
extent of their reserves, and state-con- 
trolled oil companies were even more prone 
to exaggeration. But now we have the 
spectacle of oil companies telling the truth 
about oil supplies—or at least more of the 
truth than usual. 

The occasion was the Oct 30 - 31 Oil 
and Money conference in London, and the 
most spectacular truth-teller was 
Christophe de Margerie, CEO of the 
French oil company Total, one of the inter- 
national “big five.” Last year his prede- 
cessor, Thierry Desmarest, caused a 
flutter in the industry by predicting that 
world oil output would peak around 2020. 
This year, de Margerie said that “100 mil- 
lion barrels (per day) ... is now in my view 
an optimistic case.” 

He was referring to the International 
Energy Agency's estimate that world oil 
output would reach 116 million barrels/day 
by 2030, and the slightly more optimistic 
US government prediction that it will reach 
118 million b/d by that date. Even these 
acts of faith are really a forecast of crisis, 
since calculations based on current trends 
(like a 15 per cent annual growth in Chi- 
nese demand) suggest that 140 million b/d 
will be needed by 2030. 

The implication of De Margerie’s remarks 
is that the crisis is coming a lot sooner than 
that. World oi! output is nearing 90 million 
b/d now, but it is never going to reach 100 
million b/d. “Peak oil” may be just a few 
years away, or it may be right now. (You will 
never know until after the fact, since it is the 
point at which global oi! production goes 
into gradual but irreversible decline.) 


PEAK OIL was first forecast by an Ameri- 
can petroleum geologist, M King Hubbert, 
who noticed that the curves for oil discov- 
eries and oil production were a very close 
match, but with a lag of 30 to 40 years 
between the discovery curve and the pro- 
duction curve. At that point, in 1956, Hub- 
bert was the director of research for Shell 
Oil, and the focus of his research was 
American oi! production, then still the 
biggest in the world. 
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At that time, American oil output was 
still rising rapidly, but Hubbert noticed 
that the shape of the output curve closely 
fitted the curve plotting the growth of 
American oil reserves during the years of 
the great discoveries in Texas, Oklahoma 
and California. However, there had been 
no other huge discoveries since, so the 
annual amount added to American oil 
reserves had peaked and begun to 
decline in the late 1930s. 

Hubbert simply assumed that the pro- 
duction curve would continue to match the 
discovery curve with a three- or four-decade 
lag, in which case, he predicted, US oil pro- 
duction would peak and start to decline in 
1970. That is exactly what it did, and Amer- 
ican oil production is now down to about 
half of output in that peak year. So “Hub- 
bert’s Curve” became famous in the indus- 
try, and was duly applied to global 
discovery and production rates as well. 

Oil discoveries worldwide peaked in the 
1960s, so Hubbert’s own forecast was that 
peak oil production worldwide would arrive 
in the 1990s. The discovery of two giant 
new oil fields in the 1970s (probably the 
last two).in the North Sea and the Alaskan 
North Slope pushed that date down a bit, 
however, and one of Hubbert's successors 
as chief of research at Shell, Colin J Camp- 
bell, subsequently calculated that peak pro- 
duction globally would not arrive until 
2007. Now, in other words. 


TTS STILL DEEPLY UNPOPULAR in the oil 
industry to talk about peak oil, but essen- 
tially what de Margerie was saying, albeit 
in a cautious and coded way, is that it is 
here or nearly here. The same Sort of talk is 
coming from Rex Tillerson, chairman of 
ExxonMobil, who told the Financial Times 
earlier this year that he believed oil praduc- 
tion from sources outside the Organization 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries could see 
“a little more growth” but would soon level 
off. And OPEC is generally assumed to be 
pumping very close to maximum capacity. 

The International Energy Agency pre- 
dicts that demand for oil will rise by two 
per cent annually up to 2012, which means 
that total demand by then will reach 
around 100 million b/d. De Margerie, 
Tillerson and other insiders are suggesting 
that supply will not, which will have a pro- 
found impact on the price not just of oil 
but of practically everything else. 

The recent surge in the oil price, which 
may see it reach $100 a barrel in the near 
future, is largely a mirage caused by the 
collapse in the value of the US dollar. 
(The price of oil is generally quoted in US 
dollars, but the cost of a barrel of oil in 
euros or yen has risen far less dramatical- 
ly this year.) But the longer term trend, 
which saw the price rise fivefold between 
1999 and 2005, was driven by the tight- 
ening supply situation as demand raced 
ahead while production did not. 

It will get a lot worse if de Margerie is 
right, and he almost certainly is. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in ue Weekly. 


the outside observer, it seems the new 

city councillors have been thrown into 

‘& quite the learning curve. In less than a 

jonth, Amarjeet Sohi, Don Iveson, Ben Hender- 

and Tony Caterina have undergone the 

e) rdinary transition from being citizen-nor- 

mal to being civic-celebrity. Now, some three 

Weeks after the election, they're starting the 
process to approve a $2.4 billion dollar budget. 

And there's been practically no downtime in 
this timeline: October 15, sometime late in the 
evening, Sohi, Iveson, Henderson and Caterina 
found out that they had been elected as city 
councillors. On October 16, they shone their 
happy faces to the media. On October 17, they 
lunched with the mayor. On October 18, all four 
were informally on the job, starting the orienta- 
tion process that acquainted them with the 
manifestly myriad internal workings of Edmon- 
ton’s municipal bureaucracy. On October 23, 
they were sworn into their new jobs. 

This week, theif official orientation complete, 
they begin work on the budget. 

Contrary to an outsider's impression, howev- 
er, the transition has been charactenzed by less 
madness than you'd think. But there has been a 
lot of overtime. 

“It’s not like a switch is thrown [and you go 
from] normal life to someone with civic power,” 
Says Iveson. “There’s a huge investment in the 
campaign ... An election is already utterly abnor- 
mal and then [when you're elected] then it’s more 
of the same surreal difference from whatever 
‘normal’ was. But ‘normal’ was a long time ago. 
Maybe normal was last time in August.” 


WHAT IS NORMAL is the seemingly brief period 

between the election and the budget. According 

to Sohi, “Elections are legislated by the munici- 

pal government to be every three years in the 

third week of October.” And the budget takes 
place at the same time every year. 

So, even though this rapid immersion in civic 
politics for new councillors is intense, it’s just 
par for the course. 

Iveson points out that none of the new coun- 
cillors entered their new positions as blank 
slates to the political process. 

“We're not special in any elitist sense, but the 
four of us who are new have special experience 
of one kind or another that we're bringing to the 
table. It’s quite diverse. In my case, I have quite 
a bit of experience financial [analysis] and non- 
profit governance. 

“The same principles of good stewardship 
apply to the city. There are just more zeros after 
the numbers. So I’m humbled not by the scale of 
the business, but the importance of the task.” 

Similarly, Henderson says that from his work 
with the arts community and the Edmonton 
Federation of Community Leagues he was 
familiar with the workings of city council before 
winning his seat. The surprise for Henderson 
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was the internal interactions of the city council 

“You're dealing with 12 other people, each 
with their own ideas, and that dynamic is a real- 
ly fascinating learning curve as well,” says Hen- 
derson. “The mayor has worked very hard to 
create a collegial feel. Even if you disagree, you 
can walk away as a team. That was the first sur- 
prise for me.” 

“It's a huge responsibility, no doubt about 
that,” Sohi adds, speaking of the $2.4 billion 
budget. “So I’m taking every step very cautious- 
ly to ensure that we are being responsible for 
the job that we are doing.” 


WHAT YOU CAN'T DISCOUNT in this whitiwind of 
events is the adrenaline rush from the electoral 
victory. 

“Ben [Henderson] told me that the two times 
that he didn’t win,” says Iveson, “he didn’t have 
as much energy afterwards. This time winning, 
he says he has a phenomenal amount of energy. 
We both hit the wall last week after two and a 
half weeks of acclimatization.” 

Henderson concurs. “You come out of the 
elections with a certain amount of enthusiasm. 
We should've been exhausted, but I think all the 
new councillors were waking up at 4 am and 
getting ready to go to work.” 

He says that one of the biggest lessons the 
eager newcomer to city council needs to learn is 
“you can’t say yes to everything. Everyone 
wants to meet with you. Eventually, you hit a 
wall and realize that it’s not physically possible. 
Running from event to event with no break in 
between, you eventually realize the pay's not 
too much and it’s just not sustainable. 

“To stay connected to the people you want to 
represent and do all the work you're expected to 
do, it's a major commitment to balance that. 
[That balance] is not something that one does 
well in the first week.” 

Similarly, Iveson estiniates he’s been working 
80-hour weeks since the election. The balance 
between his work demands and his personal life, 
he says, will be “an ongoing reflexive exercise.” 

There is, however, a bright side. 

“One of the neat things about the job, though, 
is getting a lot of invitations to neat events,” 
Iveson says. “On Friday I was able to take my 
wife, Sarah, to the ballet, which I hadn't been to 
for years. It was a superb show. I was invited as 
councillor, | was allowed to bring a guest and I 
got to mix a bunch of business with pleasure. ... 
So there is room for the overlap to be positive. 

But,” he adds, “the housework is a bit behind 
... Because our house was campaign headquar- 
ters, we've just shovelled a lot of the campaign 
crap down to the basement. I'll have to deal 
with that when I get the time, which will proba- 
bly be over Christmas.” v 
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Health risks go beyond the individual 


| WELL, WELL, WELL 


wi Cneemenkes 


We're healthier than ever, they keep 
telling us, over and over and over again, 
as though they know it rings untrue, as 
Gesperately false as the denials of a teen 
caught in a cloud of smoke. And of course 
it is a cloud of smoke, because for every 
time we're told we're healthier, we also 
see another report of rising disease rates 
or dire predictions of dropping life 
expectancy 

It's true that we currently have a long 
life expectancy, but with chronic degener- 
ative diseases robbing us of quality of life 
(and retirement savings), healthier just 
isn't a premise | can swallow. My little 
circle of family and friends demonstrates, 
in those under 40, a full array of disease 
once thought to be the realm of the 
aging—anxiety, mood, attention and 
memory disorders, high cholesterol, high 
blood pressure, diabetes, cancer, infertili- 
ty, irritable bowel syndrome, celiac dis- 
ease, thyroid disease, arthritis, allergies, 
asthma, fybromyalgia, epilepsy, multiple 
sclerosis ... and that's just off the top of 
my head, and in a mostly health-con- 
scious, home-cooking, non-smoking, 
physically active group. 

Either this is an unusual sample repre- 
senting higher-than-average health prob- 
lems resulting from bad genes and choosing 
friends with bad genes, or the idea that 


we're healthier than ever is a myth. 


THE OTHER MYTH, often twinned with 
that one, is that health, other than what is 
clearly genetically determined, is primarily 
about living responsibly, that illness is the 
result of our having lost respect for what 
we put into our bodies. We have, generally 
speaking, lost respect, true, but—and this 
is a big but—we can only respect what 
we put into our bodies as much as food 
growers do, as much as those with the 
power to change our chemically tainted 
environment do. 

When our water treatment systems 
aren't equipped to filter out the hormones 
from birth contro! pills and antibiotics and 
antidepressants and pesticides, and when 
the food that's readily available and afford- 
able is engineered for travel and appear- 
ance and profits over nutritional value, | 
begin to wonder what, besides pleasure, 
the point of eating well is—and if pleas- 
ure is the main point, there's a lot of pleas- 


ure to be had in not eating well too. 


TO SUGGEST that someone's obesity or 
allergies or cancer or anxiety or whatever 
is the result of either bad genes or irre- 
sponsibility is, besides being arrogant 
and heartless, also often utterly unfair 
and false. | know many food purists and 
exercise fanatics who struggle with 
chronic illness or weight issues they have 
no family history of 

Vibrant health can be elusive even for 
those who have both solidly healthy 
lifestyles and a ton of respect for their 


bodies. It's because we have ghosts in our 
genes directing their expression, expres- 
sion that can make two identical twins as 
different as fire and water. (For those unfa- 
miliar with the ghosts in our genes, watch 
the Nova program on epigenetics.) 

Respect for our bodies, taking care to 
avoid known risks, planning phytonutri- 
ent-rich meals and getting our exercise 
are obviously good things to do to help 
prevent disease. | made a superfood soup 
for tonight, rich in antioxidants, 
lycopenes, lutein, beta-carotene, cap- 
saicin, vitamin C, flavonoids, protein, 
fibre and | can’t remember what else, but 
who has time for that every day? 

Even if we did though, even if we had 
the purest, most devoted, never-have-fun, 
never-be-lazy kind of self-respect in the 
world, it isn’t always enough to ward off 
disease. A monstrously large part of the 
puzzle, as demonstrated with cutting- 
edge epigenetic research, are the per- 
chlorates and flame retardants we're 
finding in breast milk, the pesticides in 
the blood of newborns, the lead and 
endocrine disrupters and thousands of 
other chemicals still new to our genes in 
the blood of adults. 

From what | can see, those with con- 
stitutions made of anything less than 
Steel will continue to suffer at the hand 
of natural selection in ever-growing num- 
bers. This is in part because we don't 
always respect our bodies, but also in 
very large part because individual efforts 
go only so far. We need, desperately 
need, policy makers who get this. w 
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cain 


onster in question in Edmonton 

nonsensical idea of Public 

erships (P3s) for building 
re. 


_ P3s simply do not 
work... they have 
inevitably resulted in 
higher costs, poorer 
service and less dem- 
ocratic oversight and 
accountability. 


Who has resuscitated the beast this 
time? The City of Edmonton, which is con- 
templating a Public Private Partnership 
for the building and operation of a new 
recteation centre and arena in southwest 
Edmonton. 

The project has been winding its way 
through the bureaucracy since the initial 
community needs assessment was com- 
pleted and submitted in Jan 2005. A year 
and a half later, after community feedback 
Sessions and with final concept designs in 
place, city council approved a contribution 
of $58.2 million for the building of the non- 
arena portion of the project in Jun 2006. 

At the same time Council instructed 
the city's administration to explore a part- 
ership arrangement for the design, 
building and operation of the arena four- 
plex attached to the rec centre. These 
types of partnerships are fairly common 
in Edmonton (the Kinsmen arenas and 
city’s various soccer centres are good 
examples). It is important to point out 
that, without exception, in every one of 
these cases to date the partner in ques- 
tion has been a non-profit entity. 

City administration set out in Jun 2006 
with two very clear missions: the first 
Was to accept proposals for the building 
of the non-arena portion of the project; 
and the second was to find a partner for 
the arena portion. 

_ Unfortunately, this was exactly the 
time period when Edmonton's construc- 
‘Market went through the roof, and 
city did not receive any proposals for 

ng the non-arena portion of the rec 
‘tre within the $58 million budget. 

did, however, receive three propos- 
als from for-profit consortiums to design, 

and operate the arena as a P3. 

_ Now it appears that one of those bid- 
ders has also submitted a proposal to build 
the entire project as a P3. That would 
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mean that, in a significant departure from 
how these projects have Operated in the 
Past, the city would enter into a long-term 
contract with a private, for-profit company 
OF group of companies to design, build and 
operate a public facility. 


ON DEC 18 Edmonton's city council will be 
presented with three separate options vis- 
a-vis the South West Rec Centre: they can 
choose to have the whole thing be a P3: 
they can choose to do a P3 for the arena 
and build the rest in the traditional way; or 
they can choose to build and finance the 
entire project publicly. 

For years groups like the Parkland 
Institute have been putting forth evidence 
to demonstrate that P3s simply do not 
work. Wherever they have been intro- 
duced, they have inevitably resulted in 
higher costs, poorer service and less 
democratic oversight and accountability. 

Governments have access to lower 
interest rates and better terms from 
lenders, and they are not preoccupied with 
the generation of a profit margin accept- 
able to share holders. As such, there is no 
way that a P3 initiative could ever cost less 
than the same project carried out publicly, 
or at least in partnership with a non-profit. 

Likewise, the focus on profits means 
that in the face of rising costs these com- 
panies must cut back on service, lay-off or 
roll-back staff, increase fees or, most com- 
monly, some combination of all three. 

A further concern is presented by our 
current laws which stipulate that the 
specifics of contracts between govern- 
ments and private entities must remain 
private. In other words, the citizens of 
Edmonton would have no way of verifying 
or ensuring what a company has commit- 
ted to in a P3 contract or even how much 
the contract is costing. There can be no 
public accountability or transparency in 
this kind of arrangement. 

The City of Edmonton has a tremendous 
reputation for world-class facilities that are 
accessible, affordable and well-main- 
tained. The unionized employees staffing 
these facilities take pride in their work and 
the services they provide. If the city goes 
ahead with this P3, then the South West 
Rec Centre will not meet these same stan- 
dards. It will also set a dangerous prece- 
dent for the future of city facilities. 

If accessibility, affordability, service, 
democracy and accountability matter to you 
when it comes to city facilities, then it is 
important that you let your city councillors 
know. It is especially important that you let 
them know before Dec 18. If they don't, 
then they are likely to unleash the P3 mon- 
ster on our city, and we'll be the ones left to 
clean up the mess in the long term—just 
like the good guys in the movies. v 


Ricardo Acuna is Executive Director of 
the Parkland Institute, a non-partisan 
public policy research institute housed at 
the University of Alberta. 
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Report finds stagnant incomes, 


growing gap in Edmonton boom 


‘SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweek!y.com 
new report from the Edmonton Social 
Aes Council says that despite a 
booming economy and strong job 
growth, many Edmonton families are no better 
off than they were a quarter-century ago. 

The report, Standing Still in a Booming Econ- 
omy, looked at employment and earnings data 
in the city dating back to 1980, when the 
province was experiencing an energy boom 
similar to the present one. 

“What we found—and somewhat to our sur- 
prise—was that household incomes and earn- 
ings have essentially stood still since the early 
1980s; they haven't really increased at all once 
you've factored out inflation and increases in 
living costs,” ,said report author John Kolkman, 
the research and policy analysis coordinator 
with the council. 

At $49 200, the 2005 median after-tax 
income for families in the city was just two per 
cent higher than its previous peak of $48 900 in 
1981, when adjusted for inflation. 

Kolkman said such a miniscule gain in 
income is noteworthy when compared to the 
increase in the size of the city’s economy, 
measured by per capita Gross Domestic Prod- 
uct (GDP). 

“When you look at economic growth, GDP 
per person has been growing at a rate almost 
two times faster than median employment 
earnings and incomes over the past quarter 
century. So a smaller share of the economic pie 
is actually going to wages and salaries and 
incomes of families with low and modest 
incomes.” 

Kolkman said that two trends explain the 
discrepancy: a polarization in incomes, with a 
bigger share of wealth going to families with 
higher incomes, and an increasing share of 
wealth going to corporate profits. 

“Essentially what's occurring is some people 
are migrating upward and other families are 
migrating downwards, and you have a shrink- 
ing middle,” he explained 

According to figures in the report, slightly 
more than a third of Edmonton families had 
annual incomes over $100 000 in 2005, up 
from just over 20 per cent in 1980. The city has 
seen a similar increase in families making less 
than $40 000, growing from 21 per cent to 
approximately 27 per cent. At the same time, 
families in the middle-income range between 


$40 000 and $99 000 has dropped from_58 per-— 


cent to. 42 per cent Over the same period. 


THIS POLARIZATION is occurring, Kolkman 
explained, because while some workers are 
benefiting from the boom in the oil and gas, 
onstruction and engineering sectors, the sec- 
1ere most jobs are—and where most new 
h is occurring—is in the low-paying 
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ic pie is being added to corporate bottom lines 
rather than going to personal income,” Kolk- 
man said, pointing to the example of the oil 
and gas extraction sector, whose equity has 
grown six-fold since 1993. 

Kolkman pointed out that even with the cur- 
rent boom, one out of every seven families in 
the city still lives beneath the official low- 
income cut-off line, and many more are strug- 
gling to make ends meet just above the cut-off. 

“People are actually finding that even though 
these low-paying jobs are quite plentiful, they 
either have to work several part-time jobs or 
they work a full-time job and a part-time job to 
make ends meet,” he said, adding that this 
reality “takes a toll on family life.” 


WHILE KOLKMAN ADMITTED that some govern- 
ment programs, including the federal Child Tax 
Benefit and the provincial Family Employment 
Tax Credit, are helping low-income families, he 
said all levels of government could be doing 
much more. 

The report lays out a series of recommenda- 
tions, suggesting an increase in the minimum 
wage to $10 an hour, a level Kolkman said 
would allow a person working full-time year- 
round to rise above the poverty line. 

He also said that all three levels of govern- 
ment need to look at increasing funding to 
allow government-contracted services in areas 
such as long-term care, women’s shelters and 
childcare to increase salary levels to enable 
them to better attract and retain staff. 

Other labour-market recommendations 
include introducing first-contract arbitration 
and a reduction in reliance on temporary for- 
eign workers, which the report says should be 
replaced by a provincial nominee program sim- 
ilar to one in Manitoba, which would provide 
foreign workers with the protections enjoyed 
by Canadian workers and enable them to even- 
tually become citizens. 

The report also suggests more funding for 
childcare and an increase in the eligibility for 
childcare subsidies to include more families. 

Kolkman said the elimination of Alberta 
Health Care Premiums, another of the recom- 
mendations in the report, would have an 
immediate impact on families at the low end of 
the income scale. 

“They're not really premiums at all, 
they’re really a regressive form of tax: a 
family making $40 000 a year has to pay the 
same $1056 in so-called health care premi- 
ums as the family that’s making $400 000 a 
year,” he said. “If we just eliminated health 
care premiums we would right away 
increase the incomes of modest-income 
families by $1056 per year. And I think that 
would be very beneficial.” w 
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Rodeo wrong for animal 
rights say local groups 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweakly.com 

oteliers are rubbing their hands in glee. 
H: they peer out through the rodeo- 

decorated front windows of their fully 
booked hotels. Western-themed bars are order- 
ing up extra kegs and Edmonton as a whole is 
girding itself for the spectacle that is the Cana- 
dian Finals Rodeo. 

But amongst the throngs of the roughly 
100 000 rodeo enthusiasts expected to descend 
on Rexall Place from Nov 7 - 11 will be a small 
group that hopes to convince Edmontonians 
that the event is nothing more than a cruel 
spectacle that should be stopped. 

“I think more and more people are begin- 
ning to realize that this is just animal abuse 
with a bow on it,” said Tove Reece, director of 
the local animal rights group Voice for Ani- 
mals, which has been protesting at every CFR 
for the past four years. 

“There really aren't any parts of the rodeo 
that we can live with,” she said. “There are cer- 
tainly some events that are way worse than 
others, there’s no doubt, but we feel that all the 
events are animal abuse. These animals are 
traumatized, they're just fodder for this kind of 
machismo attitude.” 

Of the seven events featured at the rodeo, 
Reece says that the team roping and tie-down 
roping are especially egregious because of the 
stress they put on the animals. 

“They go running full-speed out of the shoot 
and some guy on a horse lassos it—it’s like 
clothes-lining. The poor animal gets stopped in 
its tracks—and this is a baby animal. And it’s 
fairly routine for calves to die, sometimes in 
the ring, sometimes later.” 

Reece also accused rodeos of using tech- 
niques, including the use of electric shocks and 
painful bucking straps, to get the animals to 
put on a good show for the crowds. 

“These are, don’t forget, docile, domesticat- 
ed animals. They're not some kind of a wild 
animal that goes berserk in front of people,” 
said Reece. “There’s all kinds of undercover 
videos that show all of these tricks that they 
use to make the animals look wild.” 

While her group is small in number, Reece 
stressed that it’s not saying anything different 
than larger, more established animal welfare 
groups_across the country that share their 
opposition to rodeos. 


THE EDMONTON HUMANE SOCIETY is one such 
group. Quoting the group's official policy, com- 
munication director Diane Shannon said, “The 
Edmonton Humane Society does not support 
the use of animals for any form of entertain- 
ment in which they are placed at risk of experi- 
encing stress, pain, injury or death,” adding 
that rodeos fall under this definition. 

Despite this policy, the society plays an 
active role in the CFR each year. 

“AS a society we of course recognize that 
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rodeo events do take place, and because it’s in 
the best interest of the animals that are 
involved in these activities, our animal protec- 
tion officers do monitor the animals that are 
involved in the rodeo to make sure that any 
potential suffering is minimized,” she said. 

Humane Society Peace Officer Olson is oné 
of the people who will be on site at the CFR, 
but she said that the only powers officers like 
her have are under the laws that are in place, 
which are limited. 

“Our officers enforce the Animal Protection 
Act, and under that act there isn’t a Jot that we 
can do for the animals—for instance in the calf- 
roping—as long as the animals are being fed and 
watered properly, they're not being blatantly 
abused or being neglected or not being fed or 
not receiving veterinarian care, there's not a lot 
that under the act that the officers can enforce.” 

And, Olson said, the CFR does follow the 
tules that are in place. 

“Normally they do very well ... the animals 
are all being provided for, they're all seeing a 
veterinarian regularly, there's a veterinarian 
there during the shows [and if} any animal gets 
hurt, it’s treated immediately.” 

While people such as Reece may see events 
like tie-down roping as abusive to animals, it 
will take change in applicable laws to enable - 
Officers to step in to stop such practices. 

Reece is realistic about the impact her group 
has on rodeo-goers, but she is buoyed by the 
example of the Cloverdale Rodeo in BC, which 
in May became the first rodeo in Canada to ban 
calf- and team-roping, steer wrestling and 
wild-cow milking following the death of two 
animals in a three-year span. 

“I think it just goes to show that they may 
not admit it, but this really is animal cruelty,” 
she said. 

Reece added that while they may not be 
making much headway with people at the 
rodeo, she feels their annual actions are impor- 
tant. 

“You've got to start somewhere to let people 
know that there is opposition and hopefully 
some of the people who go will start to think 
about it,” she said. “I think Edmonton or Alber- 
ta is cosmopolitan enough that we don’t need 
to torture animals for entertainment.” 

Multiple requests for interviews to both 
Northlands and the Canadian Professional 
Rodeo Association were not returned, but 
Northlands public relations specialist Bonni 
Clark responded by email writing, “Ensuring 
excellent care and treatment of all rodeo live- 
stock is a top priority at the CFR,” adding that 
the event adheres to all standards, rules and 

regulations set out by the Canadian Profession- 
al Rodeo Association. wv 
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€ spent getting the time- 
to stop blinking red, there's 
hour of dicking around with vari- 
} @ couldn't rock BC this time, 
junt of injudicious cartridge lend- 
d then ... girls arrive, priorities 
‘fecords are spun, and it’s back to the 
n for the NES box. 
I never owned my own NES as a kid, so | 
don't have such a box of my own, but 
thanks to the Wii Virtual Console I've been 
able to simulate the experience of having a 
collection of never-played nostalgia pieces 
cluttering up my storage space. Over the 
fast year I've sunk thousands of Wii Points 
into packing a digital shoebox with 17 
archaic titles whose veneer of novelty wore 
‘off after about 10 minutes’ exposure to the 
harsh, abrasive environment of the 21st 
Century. Like my buddy's collection, they 
exist more to be thought about than to be 
played; the only difference is | don’t have to 
blow into my Wii to get them to work. 
Let's take a walk, in chronological order, 
down this cobwebbed memory lane paved 
with 8-through-64-bitted cobblestones ... 









THE LEGEND OF ZELDA An all-time clas- 
Sic, a must-have download on the day | 
got my Wii. Swore at those damned fire- 
ball-spitting water dudes, cleared the 
first dungeon, never played it again. 


ICE HOCKEY Fondly remembered as kick- 
ing ass, and much demanded by my Wii- 
Struck pals that first evening. A few beery 
founds of no-offsides mayhem later, all 
but one were bored. Never played since. 


SUPER MARIO 64 The game that changed 
everything! A breakthrough masterpiece 
| that created the 3-D platform genre and 
' __ has never truly been equalled! Fiddled with 
it for maybe an hour (the ice world with the 
Penguins, which does in fact rule). 


BOMBERMAN "93 Hot, hot, hot, frantic, 
pie. palm-sweating, multiplay- 
] 










MADNESS A damned sweet 
d tactical where rebel space 
nd bazooka dudes battle for con- 
of the Moon’s resources. | stopped 


Wil ennui action 


playing when the difficulty level spiked 
beyond the “Oh, come the fuck on!” 
level—just as | did in 1991. 


URBAN CHAMPION Handy tip: the down. 
loading of this transcendentally horrid 
game is legally admissible as establish- 
ing “diminished Capacity.” 


DUNGEON EXPLORER Exactly like Gaunt- 


let, except | hate it. 


SUPER CASTLEVANIA IV One of my top- 


Seven favourite Castlevania games. 
Played it for five minutes, 


THE LEGEND OF ZELDA: A LINK TO THE 

AST | gave this one a good five hours, so 
dollar-for-dollar, it’s a real bargain’ com- 
Pared to that shiatsu massage chair at 
the mall. 


WONDER BOY IN MONSTER WORLD Not 
the game | wanted, which was the arcade 
Wonder Boy in Monster LAND. This side- 
scrolling action-RPG started getting really 
hard really fast and | couldn't be both- 
ered. 


BATTLE LODE RUNNER Downloaded it on 


brand loyalty alone, Never played it (no 
friends willing). 


BLOODY WOLF | actually rocked this com- 
mando-action game for the better part of 
a bachelor-home-alone weekend, smok- 
ing the last of my cheeba and swilling 
Carlo Rossi. | was too gooned to beat the 
totally insanely tough (and cheap) end 
boss, so | gave up and never tried again. 


At this point | laid off the Virtual Con- 
sole for a long while, until | came home 
from the crack-like press preview of Mass 
Effect jonesing for any RPG experience at 
all, which shaded into anything pseudo- 
medieval or magical whatsoever. 


SHINING FORCE When | caught myself 
grinding for hours on this (excellent) tacti- 
cal RPG, mechanically levelling up my 
dudes according to a guide | got off of 
GameFAQs, | thought I'd lost my mind and 
unplugged my Wii. Features two kickass 
bird-men who are awesome. 


LEGEND OF HERO TONMA The memory of 
this absolutely unforgiving platformer, in 
which you're fireball-shooting wizard, is 
what stopped me from downloading 
Magician Lord. 


NEUTOPIA 2 Math time! Neutopia 2 is 
exactly 40 per cent worse than A Link to 
the Past, which it totally rips off. If | 
played ALT/P for five hours, how long did 
| play Neutopia 2? The answer tay sur- 
prise you! 


BREATH OF FIRE 2 A fantastic RPG. The 
problem is, | so vividly remember playing 
this 11 years ago that | got bored after 
half an hour. 


MAGICIAN LORD God damn me, | could- 
n't resist; just now spent my last 900 Wii 
Points on this slow-walking, giant-target, 
always-dying motherfucker. | think, now, 
I've learned my lesson: paying money for 
fetro games is for suckers. 

... until they release Ys in North Amer- 
ica. Or the original Bionic Commando. Or 
Shadowrun ... w 










Music and Sound Recording Consultant 


Alberta Tourism, Parks, Recreation and Culture, 
with our Arts Branch! We are currently seeking a highly motivated, well-organized individual ta provide 
Consultative and informational services in music, sound recording and artists in education to a broad ne - 
of public and private sector clients. Using your initiative and independent decision making skills you wil 
administer the Alberta Foundation for the Arts Music, Sound Recording and Art Festivals grant ee 
You will work with Branch administrative staff in a team environment tracking program budgets = 
helping both existing and potential grant clients with applications and program selection Competition 
Number 44691 Salary: $59,616 - 78,144 Closing Date: November 16. 2007 


Edmonton — Hit the Fight note as a Music Consultant 

























Proudly working together to build a stronger Province for current and 
future generations. 








Learn more about this and other Career opportunities in the Alberta government Visit our Ww 
employment line at 1-800-696-6427 


ebsite or call the 


Alberta 


Government 





www. jobs.alberta.ca 





Parkland Institute’s 11th Annual Fall Conference 


FROM 


CRISIS 
HOPE 


Building Just and 
Sustainable Communities 
November 16-18, 2007 


University of Alberta Campus, in Edmonton 







A conference about 
consuming less and 
valuing people more 


covering: 

A Post Carbon Economy, 
Transportation and Interconnectedness, 
Governance, 

Spending Our Time Differently, 

Where We Live, and 

What We Eat 











Friday, November 16 Saturday Night 
af i Students’ Union Building Social at Dewey's 






6:30pm ~ 8;00 pm 
Global Visions Film Festival 
Pick Screening 






Keynote; 
Patrick Bond 


Born in Northern Iveland and educated in the 
US, Patrick is an academic and activist based in 
Johannesburg since 1990, He has drafted policy 
papers for the ANC government but works most 
closely with social, environmental and labour 
movements. He is the Director of the Centre for 
Civil Society, University of Natal in Durban, 
South Africa. Patrick is author and co-editor of 
a number of books including Climate Change, 
Carbon Trading and Civil Society, 2007 and 
regular contributor to www.Zmag.org 








8:00pm — 11:30 pm a 
Join Bill Phipps and be inspired as he 
discusses his new book, Gause for Hope: 
Humanity at the Crossroads 

Reception to follow. 
















Find out more about the schedule, and registration or ticket prices for 
individual sessions at www.ualberta.ca/parkland or (780) 492-8558 
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NEWS 









Fall into something... 


good. 


To learn more about finding the volunteer opportunity that’s right for you, visit: 


volunteeredmonton.com 


It’s off to the rodeo ... 


INTHE BOX — 


eS | DAVEYOUNG AND TB PLAYER 
== | inthebox@veweekly.com 


Last week was Jean for the Oilers, with 
only two games and not a win between 
them. A home game on Nov 2 versus 
Nashville left the Oilers with a 4-1 loss 
and another injured d-man. The annual 
Oiler Canadian Finals Rodeo road trip 
started off with a 5-2 loss in Minnesota. 
Can this four-game rodeo trip leave the 
team’s record smelling better than a post- 
CFR hockey arena? Yee-haw anyone? 


SHOOTOUT AT THE OK CORRAL With only 
five wins in 15 games the Oil find them- 
selves in the basement. They're last in the 
West. Numero, uh, fifteen-o. The penalty 
kill is decent enough (15th in the NHL) but 
the powerplay is dead last. With a success 
rate of 6.7 per cent, it may become a viable 
option to just start declining penalties. But 


there is one domain where the Oilers are ~ 


looking good: the shootout. When going to 
the shootout, the Oil are three-for-three; 
best in the league. The bad news is that 
they've only managed to win outright in 
regulation time twice and even coming 
close to tying has been a seldom-seen 
occurrence. TB 


ANOTHER GO-ROUND This is the annual 
Oiler CFR road trip. As the building is 
booked up yearly for the annual bronc and 
cowboy event the team heads off to the 
sunset and lets the ropers take over, horse 
poo and all. Traditionally this road trip is a 
fruitful one. Since the 1998-99 season, the 
Oiler record during this mid-November 
road swing is 20 wins, 14 losses, three 
ties (remember them?) and one overtime 
loss. Not bad for away games. Last week's 
Monday night Joss to Minnesota also 
marked the first time the Oilers were beat- 
en by the Wild during this particular CFR- 
related road trip. The Oilers were 4-0 in 
CFR road games against the Wild up until 
this past 5-2 drubbing. DY 


DOWN-HOME BOYS Edmonton is leading 


the NHL in one other stat as well. When 
it comes to places of birth, no city, Cana- 
dian or otherwise, has more products 
playing in the NHL than Edmonton. Twen- 
ty-two players who currently make their 
living playing in the bigs breathed their 
first breaths in our fair city. The most by 
any other city is Toronto with 18 players 
followed by 13 from Calgary (ugh). No 
wonder we love our hockey so much ... TB 


HORNSWAGGLED Attention animal cruelty 
protesters outside of Rexall: leave the place 
tidy (and maybe leave behind some cool 
protest signs) for Oiler fans. The more sen- 
sitive of the fan base will probably be 
protesting cruelty to themselves in time for 
the team’s retum. Really. If you want a good 
feality check you should read the blogs and 
message boards. Apparently being a “fan” 
means screaming for the coach's head, call- 
ing the GM names, bitching about the RBK 
uniforms and letting the team’s crappy 
results cause depression and anger. DY 


GOOD NEWS/ BAD NEWS Good news! 
The fledgling Western Hockey League Oil 
Kings (dressed as the “Rodeo Kings” for a 
recent home game promotion) aren't 
doing that badly. The team was sitting 
with a record of 8-8-1-2 as of Tuesday 
night. Bad news! The Oil Kings are an 
EXPANSION TEAM. Expansion teams are 
expected to do poorly and have an excuse 
ready. They're overachieving. The Oilers 
(with a record of 5-10 as of Tuesday night) 
cannot use that excuse. Even the “Baby 
Oilers” in Springfield (the Falcons—the 
Oil's AHL farm team) are 5-5-0-2. DY 


BULL-DOGGER BLOGGERS Here's a couple 
hockey picks for interweb surfers: Lowetide 
(lowetide.blogspot.com) is the grand-daddy 
of the Oiler blog world. Part history lesson, 
part daily diary of Oiler adventures. If Abe 
Simpson was more clear-headed and knew 
hockey that would be Lowetide. Edmonton 
Journal writer David Staples has some 
colourful and quite entertaining Oiler-fan 
blogs on the Big Paper's corporate website (if 
you're into that). | read some entries and he 
didn't mention U2 in any of them. Shocker. DY 


James Murdoch fe 


J M In Transit 





The long-awaited new album produced by Hawksley Workman 


Available in stores November 13th 


Haar Theatre Mack 
November 15th D c 
Eee 
Blackbyrd Myoozik, Megatunes, . 
FREE SHOW @ Megatunes (1( 
Visit www.jamesmurdochba r 
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by Sterling iil Ly sail: Playwright | * a 
Rootsaert’s writing 


10t only intelligent ‘ 
nd funny, it's bang on. 


ti8 BULLOUGH 
KEVIN COREY 
‘ALYN RYAN 
Marianne Copithorne 

Designer’ Marissa Kochanski 
ne. David Fraser 
: Darrin Hagen 
Cheryl Millikin 
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ROXY Theatre 
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A secret (Maurya) Palace of delights 


VIVIAN ZEWAR! / vivian@vueweekly.com 


aurya Palace Restaurant 
does not seek to impress at 
first sight. 


Located at one end of a Fraser strip 
mall on the city’s north side, the 
restaurant is almost completely 
obscured by a gas station. A red, blue 
and white illuminated sign identifies 
the restaurant with garish functionali- 
ty, and brazen lettering on the restau- 
rant’s plate glass front advertises daily 
lunch and supper buffets 

When I walked inside, however, the 
door to the anonymous strip mall 
seemed to have turned into a portal to 
another world. Out there was an 
anonymous Edmonton parking lot 
this world contained the sights and 
smelis of India 

The lobby had a fairly generous 
waiting area on the left, while on the 
right a large glass display counter dis- 
played a wide variety of Indian sweets 
and appetizers. The sweets came in a 
glorious array of colours—white, pink 
green, brown—to a lively effect. 
Directly in front of me was the thresh- 
old to the restaurant proper, with a 
buffet area visible at the back of the 
squarish dining area 
The broadly smiling server sat us at 
round table with a delicately 
embroidered runner slipped under the 
easily cleaned glass top. The dining 
area was generously but not gaudily 
decorated in browns, reds and golds 
In particular, | noticed two impressive 
statues that acted as sentries for the 
entrance to the restroom 


) om Oo ®» 





3715 - 109 ST. 


Great Kalian Dining since 1991 
439-8466 


fiorecantina.com 


UNTIL 10 PM DAL 
MAURYA PALACE RESTAU- 
RANT 


14041 VICTORIA TRAIL 
56.3433 


= 
= 
ray 
= 


The dining room was divided by a 
glass and wood partition; the other 
side contained a large bar and two 
television screens (which were merci- 


Gam unt (lam 


fully silent). It seemed a more casual 
sports bar, featuring access to a patio 
that Edmonton weather will keep 
closed for several months to come. 
Taking into consideration both halves 
of the dining room, the restaurant had 
a generous seating of maybe 20 large 
tables. Light instrumental music, 
some obviously Indian, some not, 
played quietly. After a discouraging 
day, | began to feel civilized again. 














THE RESTAURANT WAS respectably busy 
for a Friday night. A few people came 
to the buffet for take-out, and they left 
quite pleased with their white Styro- 
foam boxes. I wanted to order from the 
menu, and though our female server 
obligingly brought me one, the other 
server advised me to order from the 
buffet. At $15.99, it was “cheaper.” 

I was disappointed, but found that 
my dining companions had no inter- 


JAU 


est in ordering from the menu any- 
way. | didn’t want to order family- 
sized dishes all by myself, but the 
civilizing air of the place may have 
been turning me into a snob. 

My resignation disappeared once I 
approached the buffet. The food selec- 
tion didn’t seem large from a distance, 
but when I stood in front of it, 1 began 
to panic over the possibility that | 
would not be able to sample everything 
I wanted. For example, white basmati 
rice is nice, but why not the peas pulao, 
white basmati rice with peas and 
spices including saffron and cumin? 

1 love goat, and goat curry in partic- 
ular. But how could | balance that 
with butter chicken, which 1 will of 
course need to sample extensively? If 
I ate three papadums, would I also be 
able to have the mattar paneer, cubes 
of fresh cheese in a gently herbed red 
sauce? | compromised with one 
papadum and lots of mattar paneer. 

I also had to have that dish 
labelled “spinach-mushroom,” with a 
little bit of raita (yogurt cucumber 
sauce), since the male server 
informed another customer that the 
food on the, buffet is “medium” hot, 
and I had no idea how hot that might 
be. Furthermore, I knew that when | 
sat back at our table, our server 
would be presenting us with a bas- 
ket of naan bread. 

1 would also want to drink some- 
thing other than the water on our 
tables. Behind us, a larger display case 
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EXPERIENCE 


PINE FRESH MARKET CUISINE 


like you never tasted! 


5842-111 Street 











14 NOV 8 - NOV 14, 2007 


Reservations: 434-1113 





TUESDAY NIGHTS 


| CELTIC JAM "9 


CHRIS WYNTERS 


OF ine TRACTOR PLUS GUESTS » 9:30PM » NO COVER 
SATURDAY AFTERNOONS WITH 


CHRIS WYNTERS &¢GUESTS 


SPEND YOUR SATURDAY AFTERNOONS WITH US - 3PM 
SUNDAY NIGHTS 


OPEN STAGE JOE BIRD 
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Is this a great beer I see before me? 


es a a o(o ase was] |oL 


tinctive American tone. Americans have 


AME accentuating the roast and balancing the 
taken this Irish style and tweaked it with 


chocolatey sweetness 


JASON FOSTER 





2 GREAT HEAD 


greathead @vueweekly.com 


ROGUE SHAKESPEARE STOUT 
ROGUE ALES 
eat OREGON 

99/650 ML 
My English-major friends inform me that 
Shakespeare is considered one of histo- 
ty’s best playwrights because his plays 
demonstrate bold courage and pointed 
clarity. Being more of a beer-and-politics 
kind of guy, | take their word for it. 

But as | sipped on a glass of Rogue's 
Shakespeare Stout, | found myself thinking 
about the Bard and how those descriptions 
might apply to this well-crafted brew. 
Rogue Ales lives up to its name by creat- 


ing aggressive, uncompromising beers. Its 
take on the classic stout style has a dis- 


More roast and more hops. 

Shakespeare Stout certainly lives up to 
its historic namesake. It is a bold, coura- 
geous version of stout. It is a beer that 
built as | savoured it. It poured an inky 
black with a thick, deep tan head. The 
aroma was attractive yet modest, with 
some coffee and chocolate above a 
sweet malt base. 

The first taste sensations were of 
moderate malt sweetness and an espres- 
so coffee sharpness. As it moved to the 
back of my mouth, the flavours became 
More complex and more intense. Burnt 
chocolate and dark roast bitterness built 
mid-palate, along with the slightest hint 
of sourness, which mostly added depth to 
the flavour. Some blackberry and cherry 
fruit esters lingered in the background. 

As | swallowed, a noted hop bitterness 
inserted itself into the mix. With all the 
dark-roast flavours, the hop presented 
itself as generalized bitterness, both 


Both the hop and the roast lingered 
long after the beer was in my belly. The 
aftertaste was reminiscent of a dark 
morning espresso. 

This was a beer without fear. The dis- 
tinct qualities of stout were turned up to 
11. If you like the dark, substantial quality 
of stout, this beer requires a sampling. 

The intensity of the beer can create 
palate fatigue, however. As | worked 
through the bottle, | found the lingering 
roast and the big bitterness tired my taste 
buds and | contemplated switching to 
something a little more subdued for my 
next one. One of the Shakespeare Stout 
would alternate nicely with a crisp pale 
lager or a blonde ale to give your mouth a 
rest from its intensity. 

Like the Bard's brilliance, you can’t walk 
away from this beer without remembering 
it. But, unlike William's most noted works, 
this Shakespeare is no tragedy. It is more 
like a mid-autumn’s night dream. w 
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CHECK OUT OUR 
HAPPY HOUR: 


4-8 PM MON-FRI 


10616-82 AVE. 414-6766 
WWW.OBYRNMES.COM 
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Edmonton City Centre 
102 Ave. & 100A St. 
426-4RMS (4767) 






New 
fall menu 
available 


THU - Sar now. 8-10 now! 


CATERING FOR CHRIST 
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The Grill 


Friday Nights 
Belly Dancers 


as 


Saturday Nights 
Live ‘Music 
J ae y ; 


LU 
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Plus! 


E\ mes with our 


4 > con 
amazing salad bar! 


10425 100 Ave. 
(780) 420-9958 





C 


Modern Italian meets ancient grain 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 


y back when, I would stop at 
WV ricconsies at least once a 
week for a Quarter Pounder 


with cheese, large fries and a Diet 
Coke. Nowadays, the thought sends 
shivers up my spine. My kids have 
never seen me eat at McDonald's and 
on the rare occasions they go, it’s my 
husband who eagerly accompanies 
them. Thankfully, I'm a wee bit smarter 
these days (in some respects) and 
much more health-conscious. 


11361-Jasper Ave. 
for reservations call 488-0084 
free parking behind building 
also search teddy’s at 


cimonton webpages.com 
emaik teddyspalace@gmail.com 





2/AT HOME 


I am always on the lookout for 
healthy recipes that taste good, so I was 
intrigued when I ran across the recipe 
for quinoa iasagna. Quinoa is an 
extremely healthy “supergrain” which is 
also a complete protein. The recipe also 
called for lentils. This was an added 
bonus, since I'm happy any time I can 
replace meat with beans and grains. 













(Originally from the Ancient Harvest 
Quinoa box, | believe.) ; 


Sauce: 

T onion 

lcarrot — 

1/2 cup celery 

1 cup mushrooms 
2 cloves garlic 

1 tsp. basil 

1 tsp. oregano 


I stuck a pot of water on the stove 
to boil the whole wheat lasagna noo- 
dies, then chopped up and sautéed all 
the veggies. Instead of mushrooms (I 
have a mushroom-phobic daughter), ! 
used a couple of yellow peppers and 
threw in more carrots and celery. 

Once that mixture was softer and 
smelling heavenly, | added the rest of 
the sauce ingredients except for the 
quinoa and spinach. My cans of toma- 
to sauce (16 0z) and tomato paste (5 
1/2 02) were a bit bigger than the 
recipe required but I dumped them all 
in anyway: what was I going to do 
with a few ounces of leftovers? I used 
frozen tomatoes, courtesy of my dad’s 
bumper crop, and just tossed some in 
until it looked like enough. 

After that bubbled away for a bit, I 
added the quinoa. I had to rinse it well, 
as quinoa has a bitter coating that 
needs to be removed. I then added the 
spinach, the chopped frozen variety 
that comes in little balls. I just plopped 
some in until I liked how many green 
flecks I saw floating around. I rounded 
things out with a bit more basil and 
oregano—lI always seem to add extra 
spices to anything Italian. 

The sauce was getting a bit thick, 
thanks to the quinoa soaking up my 
moisture, so | added another can of 
tomato sauce and an extra two cups 
of water. 


THAT COOKED FOR about an hour and 


brunch e 


10145 








16 NOV 8 - NOV 14, 2007 
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‘1 box lasagna noodles 


lunch e 
104 Street 













11/2 cups quinoa, rinsed 
1 cup spinach 

Other Ingredients: 

1 1/2 cups grated cheese 
1 cup cottage cheese 


Bake at 350° for about an hour 





then the lasagna was ready to assem- 
ble. I got out my big 9 x 13 inch pan, 
sprayed it with Pam and alternated lay- 
ers—sauce, cheese, noodles, cottage 
cheese (to which I added an egg and 
some mozzarella), and then more noo- 
dles, sauce and cheese. | was supposed 
to do three layers of each but only man 
aged to fit two before I ran out of room 
My pan never seems to be big enough. | 
was left with some extra sauce but con 
sidered that a bonus. It would go in the 
freezer and make a quick meal over 
pasta on a hectic night. 

1 covered the pan with tin foil and 
baked it at 350 degrees for an hour 
Then, just to get the cheese bubbly 
and brown, I put it under the broiler 
for a few minutes. Lasagna is really 
supposed to sit for at least 15 minutes 
after it comes out of the oven, to help 
it solidify I think, but the smell was 
driving my family crazy so we dug 
right in. 

The result tasted like amazingly 
good lasagna. No one missed the 
meat and the end result was a lighter, 
healthier meal. Even with the cheese, 
it didn’t sit in my stomach like a lead 
weight. 

Overall, the experiment was a huge 
success. My finicky daughter even 
managed to mumble between frantic 
bites, “Mom, | really love this.” This 
lasagna will definitely find a regular 
spot at our family's table. 

Who needs McDonald's? w 


roliaialel 
429 - 0740 











[ 
. 2 
L 4 
-- 
poasted several different kinds of beers, 
domestic and imported Indian 
r_ | like Indian beer, but I adore 
ango lassi. The lassi would also back 
up the faita, since the dairy content of 
both would soothe any burn of the 
medium-hot food. Since everyone else 
wanted lassi, I ordered one too, 


| OFTEN WONDER itt am objective 
about the quality of Indian food. What 
can | say? The love that I showered 
over the food while selecting it redou- 
bled as | ate. The peas palao added 
safiron’s certain je ne sais quoi under- 
neath the stronger flavours of the 
vegetables. 

The butter chicken’s sauce, creamy 
and almond-flavoured, was at once 
sophisticated, scintillating and glutto- 
nously fattening. The chicken itself 
was oh-so-very tender. The papadum, 
a paper-thin crisp made of a legume 
such as beans or lentils, kept that del- 
icate crispness. Their fresh taste put 
to shame those awful Pringles potato 
chips that they vaguely resemble. 

Chunks of cheese in the mattar 
paneer squeaked in my teeth like 


AFFAIR 
House is hosting their 
urant’s Christmas Tea on 
20 from 5:30 to 9 pm. Consider 
iful tea service in a classic 
‘a winter evening for only 
_ the Whatnot Giftshop 
ristmas stock with a dis- 
d Christmas craft sale (pick up 
fry Butter and thank me 


"EP ALE 


$14.99 / SIXPACK 
AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME FROM 
SHERBROOKE 


11819 ST. Albert Trail 


NW. Edmonton 
traffic circle at Groat Rd. and 118 Ave) 


cheese curds in poutine, but tomato 
sauce kicked the ass of any gravy | had 
ever tasted. The food labelled 
“spinach-mushroom’ (maybe it was 
Saag) tasted like a warm, mushroom- 
dotted combination of those two 
flavours inside the ubiquitous spinach- 
stuffed bread loaves My lassi, of 
course, tasted like a thin mango milk- 
shake. Nothing wrong with that. 

My satisfied crew finished with chai 
tea, which held a milkiness and car- 
damom sweetness that made the 
usual Red Rose seem like bathwater 
Before we could leave the restaurant, 
I had to stop at the display case of 
desserts in the lobby. I bought myself 
an inch-square piece of burfi, a con- 
densed milk and sugar confection that 
tasted and looked like maple fudge 
but had a faint taste that clearly dis- 
tinguished it from fudge 

Yes, | was more than content with 
Maurya Palace Restaurant—service, 
food and atmosphere. Its owner's sib- 
ling owns the better-known Maurya 
Palace on the southside, where ethnic 
restaurants abound. However, in a 
neighbourhood dominated by generic 
chains with mediocre food, Victoria 
Trail’s Maurya Palace was a sign that 
the far north of Edmonton has its own 
culinary treasures to explore. v 


CFR AT THE BLUE PLATE 

The Blue Plate Diner at 10145 - 104 
Street welcomes Canadian Finals 
Rodeo fans and the hipsters who mock 
them this Friday. Check out the pemmi- 
can burgers ($16) made with dried 
blueberries and sage or the baked 
beans and double-baked yams ($14) for 
the vegetarian-minded. The yams get 
stuffed with ground flax seeds, wal- 
nuts, cumin and cayenne, and you get 
stuffed with them. Sounds like heaven. 
Visit blueplatediner.ca or call 429.0740 
for details. . 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an event, 
an announcement or some substantiat- 
ed gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com 
or fax 426.2889. 


Eritrean/Ethiopian/Somolian Food 
Eritrian Coffee 
Organic Foods & Eritrean Tea A 


10603-107Ave, 424-9929 





Good Earth 


A COFEEHOUSE WITH GOOD FOOD 


e with sceaf ceLee 


WE ARE PLEASED TO OPEN OUR FIRST COFFEE HOUSE IN EDMONTON {FINALLY!} 
PLEASE COME ENJOY A GREAT COFFEE WITH US AT 


CAMPUS TOWER | 8623-112 STREET | PHONE 434-4892 


ARTHCAFES.COM 


LOCI 


wa ") 


Saturdays 8am - 3pm 
TORT RSRI Go SULIOLLC OTA 
Open year ‘round! Lots of tree parking! 
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These guys are working nine to six feet under 
LAST NIGHT LAUNCHES INDIE 5°S SEASON WITH MARK STUBBINGS’ TALE OF LIFE INSIDE A FUNERAL HOME 


DAVID BERRY / david@voeweekly.com 

efore Mark Stubbings and I can 
B= get past the idle chat that 

nonchalantly begins any inter- 
view, talk turns to the challenges of 
life for an independent artist waiting 
for a city’s boom to finally trickle 
down. 

“We've been rehearsing pretty 
much anywhere we can find,” says 
Stubbings. “I guess it’s the same story 
you hear from anyone these days, but 
there's just nowhere to go that we can 
afford, so we've just taken whatever 
we can get.” 

As he says, it’s a common com- 
plaint across the city: unless you're 
already well established, it’s more or 
less never been harder to make a go 
of it as artist in Edmonton. Fortunate- 
ly for Stubbings and his independent 
theatre company, Last Night Produc- 
tions, they've found some help for this 
particular production: their remount 
of Stubbings’ funeral home-comedy 
Dust is the first production in this 
year’s Indie 5, a strength-in-numbers 
theatre season designed to help give 
independents:a solid stage-on which 
to show their work. 


FOUNDED LAST YEAR, the idea is 
deceptively simple: five different inde- 
pendent theatre companies put up 
one show a piece at the TransAlta 
Arts Barns over the course of the reg- 
ular theatre season. A little coopera- 
tion, though, goes a long way for 
many of these companies. 

More than anything, it’s the small 
things,” explains Amy DeFelice, artis- 
tic director of Trunk Theatre. After 
producing several shows at the 
Fringe, Trunk took part in last year’s 
Indie 5 season with a production of A 
er, and this year will be produc- 
rah Kane’s depression drama 
“When you're putting 
want to worry about 
not finding people 

















the million other things 
worry about when you're 


idling many of the 
that can overload 


ying to fit those con- 
etween not only rehearsing, but 
/ jobs to help feed both 
e habit and themselves— 
» allows theatre artists a 
ex muscles they otherwise 
work 
comedy-troupe 
e has been pro 
ketch comedy 
ears now, but is 








using their slot at Indie 5 to show 
their first full-length play, I’m Sticking 
with Kiefer, about the moral and artis- 
tic quandaries of Lou Diamond 
Phillips. Varteniuk thinks the 
increased exposure to both audiences 
and other artists that Indie 5 affords 
will help push their still-young com- 
pany to get better. 

“Part of it is that we hope to expand 
our audience base a bit,” says Varte- 
niuk, “but also, by raising the bar and 
getting involved with something like 
this, we're hoping to help ourselves 
rise to the challenge. Working with 
these other groups, and watching 
their shows, we're going to see some 
quality work, and that will help us 
raise the bar for ourselves.” 

Inherent to Varteniuk’s desire for 
self-betterment is the notion of legiti- 
macy. Independent theatre companies 
in Edmonton, if they do regular season 
shows at all, are usually regulated to 
slipping in between established com- 
pany’s shows, scraping for theatre 
Space, resources and—most important 
of all—audiences whenever and wher- 
ever they can; more often than not, 
they can slip under the radar of all but 
the most attentive theatergoers. 

“Having a full slate really does grant 
a certain kind of legitimacy,” says 
DeFelice, who admits that one of her 
goals is to eventually turn Trunk into a 
company that can produce its own sea- 
son entirely alone. “Right now, we're all 
sort of in that awkward middle stage, 
where we've built a bit of a reputation, 
but don’t really have the resources to 
do a full season, and this kind of allows 
us to be more of an entity. The artistic 
community, of course, knows what 
we're doing, but I think for the general 
public it can sort of go by unnoticed if 
you're not careful.” 

For Stubbings, though, even the 
legitimacy it grants within the artistic 
community is important. 

“It's just nice to have a venue to do 
your shows that doesn’t have a label 
like ‘emerging,’ or something on it,” 
says Stubbings, who knows some- 
thing about being an “emerging” 
artist. In addition to winning the Dis- 
covery category of the Alberta Play- 
writing Competition for Dust, he’s 
been a mainstay at NextFest the last 
few years (he produced Dust there in 
2004), and is eager to take his place 
as an artist, plain and simple. “Those 
venues are obviously really important, 
and I owe them a lot, but there comes 
a point where you've been ‘emerging’ 
for 10 years, you know? It’s like, 
‘Okay, I’m here, come see my show.” 


THE SHOW STUBBINGS wants you to 
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DUST 


COVER 


DIRECTED BY DAVID DEGAGNE 

WRITTEN BY MARK STUBBINES 

STARRING STUBBINGS, ELIZABETH LUDWIG, 
CHARLES NETTO, STEWART BURDETT 
TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS (10330 - 84 AVE) 
Si5/S18 


see follows the lives of three average 
hearse drivers—the dominating, dis- 
tant Alex (Stubbings), the hotheaded 
Jake (Stewart Burdett) and the slow- 
on-the-uptake Hugh (Charles Netto)— 
as they go about their daily business, 
in this case dropping off dead bodies 
in between smoking, betting and 
shooting the shit to pass the time 
while families and friends mourn their 
loved ones. Their lives are changed 
when a decidedly odd new woman, 
Audrey (Elizabeth Ludwig), joins the 
ranks and begins questioning the way 
they do their jobs—to say nothing of 
how they live their lives. 

Though it deals with some fairly 
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familiar subjects—death and the 
workplace, basically—it combines 
them in a way few people are familiar 
with, to say the lei st. Stubbings says 
he got the idea—before the popular 
HBO show Six Feel Under, mind you, 
though the tw» “hare obvious paral- 
lels in tone, .o say nothing of subject 
matter—tall ing to a waitress at a café 
he used te frequent as a student. She 
was studying to be a mortician, an 
occupation which set off all kinds of 
questions in Stubbings’ head. 

“She was this really good looking 
young girl—this sort of funky alterna- 
tive type—and she was always talking 
to me about embalming and stuff like 
that, and it made me wonder how 
long you could sustain a job like that, 
and who could do stuff like that,” he 
explains. “If you think about it, 
though, anything can become your 
routine, even if it’s not the usual rou- 
tine. 

“It is sort of a nine-to-five job,” he 
continues. “When Dust went up 
before, someone described it as a 


workplace comedy, and that’s basical- 
ly what it amounts to. That said, obvi- 
ously this is a lot bigger job, there are 
a lot of emotions running around, and 
it’s not like if you spill a latte or some- 
thing at Starbucks—it’s always a big- 
ger mistake at a funeral. But still, you 
know, you just do it, you find some 
kind of coping mechanism.” 


IN DUST’S CASE, that coping mecha- 


nism is distance: whether it’s betting 
on which family member will crack 
first or imagining a child coffin is 
being used to transport a Garfield 
doll instead of—well, you know—the 
characters definitely disassociate 
themselves from what’s actually 
going on. As callous as it makes 
them seem, though, not only is it a 
necessary survival technique, it’s 
something those of us who don’t 
spend our days around dead bodies 
do all the time anyway. 

“When you talk to someone who's 
recently passed away, you say all 
these things, but none of them really 
mean anything. ‘I'm sorry for your 
loss’: that phrase, it’s protocol,” 
explains Stubbings. “’Our sympa- 
thies are with you’: they’re all just 
these lines that we've been trained 
to spew out. You feel bad for the 
person, but you just kind of say what 
you should and leave and then you 
feel the same anyway.” 

Though the play is hardly one 
that’s particularly pensive—t’s bent is 
certainly more laugh-inducing than 
soul-searching—Stubbings does 
question whether or not that kind of 
distance is a good thing. Though 
there’s something to be said for 
maintaining your cool, there's a rea- 
son why we let ourselves get 
attached to things in the first place. 

“For Alex, that detachment goes 
past the job, and I think that can really 
hurt a person,” says Stubbings. “I 
think detachment keeps you from 
really getting to know somebody. | 
know it sounds a bit touchy-feely to 
say ‘really’ get to know somebody, but 
I think there's only so many people 
you really get to know in your life. 
You get to know someone well, you 
get to really know them, it hurts all 
the more when they're gone. 

“| guess it depends on whether you 
want to get hurt or not,” he contin- 
ues. “You use it to make yourself feel 
better—and sometimes, you know, 
you need it to help yourself feel bet- 
ter—but it’s not really a tangible way 
of dealing with things all the time. 
Alex has someone who kind of forces 
him to get attached, and | think it’s 
good for him.” w 










Y / david@vueweokly.com 

someone who is quite obvi- 
ously not a brother herself, 

hleen Rootsaert sure has 
bickering down to a sci- 
. The two big-dreaming slacker 
vers who form the core of 
Greg (Chris Bullough) and 
(Kevin Corey), fight like, well, 

brothers. There really isn’t a suitable 
simile for this kind of at-the-throat 
‘camraderie, as playful as it is spiteful, 

as instinctual as it is incisive, some 
unholy chemical bond that seems to 
exist only to try to break itself 
through frequent pointed insults and 
occasional roughhousing. 

It's only when Rootsaert tries to get 
beyond the mercurial aspects of the 
fraternal relationship that she starts to 
seem like an outsider. As well-realized 
as Greg and Dylan are when they're 
trash-talking and wrestling, when it 
comes time for them to put aside the 
brotherly love and hash things out as 
people, too often they wither from the 
challenge, as if Rootsaert isn’t quite 
sure what to do with them if they're not 
calling each other “Dickface.” 

For the first act of the play, this isn’t 
really an issue, as most of it is taken up 
by that brotherly back-and-forth, usual- 
ly to crude, though knowing, comic 
results. Bullough and Corey do a fan- 
tastic job of setting the table here— 
even if the first half drags ona 
bit—sneering and sniping but still occa- 
sionally actually talking, pretty much 
nailing the lives of two boys who've 
only physically left mom's womb. 

Trouble hits, for the play and the 
boys, when their mother, Catherine 
(Maralyn Ryan, who may as well just 
attach “the fantastic” to the front of 
her name) suffers a stroke: her molly- 
coddling has pretty much left them 
unable to do anything but play video 
games and fight, so there’s an awful 
lot of growing up to be done when 
she’s left even more helpless than 
they already are. 


AND I'S THIS GROWING UP that Root- 


Saert can’t seem to deal with herself. 
While it’s obviously to be expected 
that the bickering won't go away just 
because moms sick, Greg and Dylan 
never really seem to go much beyond 
it, either. There's plenty of opportunity 
for the boys to start a little soul- 
searching—besides the obvious, 
there’s Dylan's latent guilt about 
sleeping in the day Catherine had her 
stroke, as well as Greg’s inability to 
deal with his incoherent and incapaci- 
.tated mother, to name just two—but 
beyond one shouting match, these 
deeper issues are half-developed if 


UNTIL SUN, HOV 1 (PM 
CHOKE 


DIRECTED BY MARIANNE COPITHORNE 
WRITTEN BY CATHLEEN ROOTSAERT 
STARRING KEVIN COREY, CHRIS BULLOUGH, 
MARALYN RYAN 

ONY THEATRE (10708 - 124 ST), $19 - $27 
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they're touched on at all. 

This is typified in a strange and 
slightly plodding montage in the mid- 
dle of the second act. In it, scenes of 
Dylan and Catherine's post-stroke life 
together flash by, accompanied by soft 
music, and what one would think 
would be an ideal time to get into the 


STRATFORD 


Skakespenre 
restival 


North America’s Leading 
ical Theatre 


Auditions for the Birmingham 
Conservatory For Classical Theatre 
are being held February 12 to March 1, 
2008. The Conservatory will begin mid- 
September and finish February 2009. 
Participants will be paid and offered 
roles in the Festival's 2009 season. 
For a complete description of the 
Birmingham Conservatory program, visit 
stratfordshakespearefestival.com. 

To apply for an audition, please mail an 
8°x 10" glossy photograph, your resumé, 
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Festival 
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for Classical Theatre 
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Over 45,000 procedures 
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oke could stand to chew a bit more 





heart of your characters—when 
they're actually trying to come to 
grips with what this means in the day 
to day—is instead reduced to a few 
jokes and some fading lights 

Overall, that seems to be the prob 
lem of the play: though Rootsaert 
should be commended for not resort 
ing to weepy, life-changing illness 
melodrama, she goes too far the other 
way, content to crack jokes while the 
emotional and spiritual turmoil of the 
characters falls by the wayside. Too 
often in Choke, if the audience isn’t 
laughing they're not really doing any 
thing, and you can only watch broth- 
ers fighting for so long. v 


Applications must be 
received by 
January 11, 2008. 
No e-mail applications please. 


and a brief letter indicating your reasons 
-for wanting to join the Birmingham 
Conservatory, to: 


Lani Ashenhurst 

Assistant to the Director 
Birmingham Conservatory 
for Classical Theatre 

Stratford Shakespeare Festival 
55 Queen St, P.O. Box 520 
Stratford, ON NSA 6V2 


The Birmingham Consarvatory acknowledges 
with thanks the generous annual taining 
support of the Government of Conrad. 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING NOV 8, 2007 
1. Robert Plant & Alison Krauss — Raising Sound (rounder) 
2. tron & Wine - The Shepherds Dog (sub pop) 
3. Bruce Springsteen - Magic (columbia) 
4. Sam Baker - Pretty World (sam baker) 
5 Neil Young- Chrome Dreams 2 (reprise) 
6. The Weakerthans — Reunion Tour (anti) 
7. Mary Gauthier - Between Daylight And Dark (lost highway) 
8. Steve Earle - Washington Square Serenade (new west) 
9. Ween - La Cucaracha (chocodog) 
10. Mark Knopfier — Kill To Get Crimson (mercury) 
11.The Sadies - New Seasons (outside) 
12. MLA — Kala (xi) 
13.Stars — In Our Bedroom After The War (arts & crafts) 
14. Pinback - Autumn Of The Seraphs (touch & go) 
15.Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings - 100 Days 100 Nights (daptone) 
16.Samantha Schultz - Both Sides (samantha schultz) 
17. Bettye LaVette - The Scene Of The Crime (anti) 
18. Peanut Butter Wolf — B-Ball Zombie War (stones throw) 
19. Snog— The Last Days Of Rome (metropolis) 
20.New Pomographers - Challengers (last gang) 
21.Blue Rodeo - Small Miracles (wamer) 
22. Shuyler Jansen — Today's Remains (black hen) 
23. High On Fire - Death Is This Communion (relapse) 
24. Joni Mitchell - Shine (wamer) 
25.Cuff The Duke — Sidelines Of The City (hardwood) 
26. Underworld — Oblivion With Bells (side one) 
27.Wilco - Sky Blue Sky (nonesuch) 
28. The National - Boxer (4ad) 
29. Various — The Gift: A Tribute To lan Tyson (stony plain) 
30. The Traveling Wilburys — Collection (rhino) 
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GASSY JACK AND OTHER TALES 
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her. Named after Vancouver 

aptain John Deighton who got his 
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will attempt to school you the listener 
ics as how to Shake with the Shaggy CASSY spy 

to do the Eggbeater and why you should Aly 

EJ. Hughes and Evatone Soundsheets! 
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Raunch, absurdity can’t save Butler 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 
few days after the opening of 
Az Theatre’s What the 
utler Saw, one Edna 
Welthorpe sent out an email to all 
Edmonton newspapers, warning audi- 
ences of the disgusting content in the 
piece. Among other travesties, she 
accused Ron Jenkins, director of this 
“depraved orgy of every conceivable 
sexual and social transgression,” of 
robbing both audiences and the 
show's BFA cast of their decency, and 
demanded he meet a fate similar to 
the playwright Joe Orton, who was 
murdered back in the '60s. 

A quick Google search, however, 
reveals Welthorpe to be more of a 
tongue-in-cheek marketing ploy than 
an enraged audience member: she’s 
a creation of Orton, a moniker he 
used to stir up controversy for his 
shows back in the 60s. A clever 
revival by Jenkins, and, like the show 
itself, it almost succeeds in selling 
such an absurd concept. 

What the Butler Saw records the 
frantic events of one night in a psychi- 
atric hospital, where Dr Prentice 
(Garett Spelliscy) tries to seduce the 
naive Geraldine (Jennifer Fader) dur- 
ing her job interview. He almost suc- 
ceeds, but is forced to hide his 
indiscretion—and the girl—when his 
wife unexpectedly returns. To save 
himself, Prentice tells a lie that snow- 
balls into an avalanche of mistaken 
identities, improper diagnoses and 
cross-dressing. Lots of cross-dressing. 

For a play that debuted almost 40 
years ago, Welthorpe’s fake comments 
do hold some truth: What the Butler 
Saw is a surprisingly raunchy show, 





UNTIL SAT, NOV 10 (7:30 PM) 


E BUTLER SAW 
DIRECTED BY RON JENKINS 
WRITTEN BY JOE ORTON 
STARRING GARETT SPELLISCY, JENNIFER FADER, 
STACY BERG, RYAN PARKER, SCOTT SHPELEY, 


AYAN HUGHES 
STUDIO THEATRE (112 ST & 87 AVE), $10- $20 
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with words like rape and innuendos of 
all shapes and positions tumbling out 
of the script like loose change. This 
writing, vital in anchoring audiences to 
this madcap setting, is regrettably hit- 
and-miss; although What the Butler 
Saw is one of Jenkins’ favourite plays, 
some of the humour hasn't aged as 
well as nostalgic attachment has him 
believing it has. The script’s heavy 
emphasis on one-liners only highlights 
their weakened state, and in trying to 
juggle the rapid-fire pacing of the show 
and challenging accents, the actors 
lose a number of potentially show- 
stealing lines in the frenzy. 


THAT SAID, What the Butler Saw is 
most enjoyable when it reaches these 


frantic highs. After a very slow open- 
ing set-up, characters take off their 
clothes, switch costumes, put each 
other into compromising positions, 
take off their clothes again, and slam 
doors over and over. It’s all gloriously 
messy, but when the actors nail it, you 
start to believe their twisted world. 

Dr Rance (Ryan Parker) was a 
scene-stealer; one of two authority 
figures in the play, he frantically 
embodies almost every madness he 
accuses the other of having, leaps 
onto beds and generally sells the 
show's warped reality better than 
anyone else. Ryan Hughes is also 
notable as Officer Match: he has the 
staggering task of playing the straight 
man to everyone else, but does the 
job with the by-the-book seriousness 
you'd expect from a British officer. 

While the last 10 minutes manage 
take the play to new heights of sheer 
absurdity, the play hasn’t fully sold 
you on its reality by that point. As a 
result, the final moments come off as 
more ridiculous than hilarious—which 
is, unfortunately, the best way to 
describe What the Butler Saw. w 


Stuck in pathos, Zotter still shines 


EVA MARIE CLARKE / evamarie@vueweekly.com 
ew York and heartbreak have 
Noses on the mean streets of 
Toronto if you’re a down-on- 

your-luck actor. Jack (Frank Zotter), 
treads a boulevard of broken dreams 
as he searches for the ultimate fix, a 
fresh start and, ultimately, himself. 
Taking place over an incredibly surre- 
al day, Stuck follows its hero through 
a rollicking rollercoaster of flaming 
telephones, Irish gangsters, little old 
ladies and randy nuns. William S Bur- 
roughs makes an appearance, as do 
Allen Ginsberg and Jack Kerouac— 
prophets of the Beats, purveyors of a 
drug-and-sex-laced freedom 

Playwright David Rubinoff, through 
his use of internal rhymes and bizarre 
associations, has constructed a one- 
man solo opera. Jack is given soaring 
prose arias wherein the mind is 
released to run amuck through the 
winding labyrinth of an altered reality. 
They're held together by quieter recita- 
tive that is no less attention grabbing, 
but serves to move this tale along. 

There's wit here, sly barbs at the 
self indulgence of artistic navel gaz- 
ers, pokes at the self-conscious Cana- 
dian identity and the chip it sports on 
its maple-leaf shoulder. At times, the 
script does wander into the danger- 
ous territory of cultural introspec- 


ARTS 


Mott | UHTILSAT, NOVO 
STUCK 
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DIRECTED BY ROB MOFFATT 

WRITTEN BY DAVID RUBINOFE 
STARRING FRANK ZOTTER 

THIRD SPACE (11516 103 ST), $18/$23 


tion—moments become a trifle too 
pat, with too much overt suffering. 
Much of the script’s effectiveness lies 
in its ambiguity, and underhanded 
commentary. What saves it is the grit- 
ty luminescence of unexpected 
redemption—an elderly mental 
patient painstakingly buying the pro- 
tagonist a Mars Bar with 20 nickels, 
or a kindly beggar who teaches him 
the secret of wringing humanity from 
the Bay Street types. 


DIRECTED BY rob Moffatt, the play 
takes place on two wooden boxes 
under a firmament of burned-out light 
bulbs, low key, serving as a frame that 
highlights the actor. Moffatt sets a 
brisk pace for Zotter, infused with 
many physical demands. Inventive 
use of the set, lighting and movement 
create the illusion of drug-induced 
flight through the smog. Moffatt has 
an ear for the cadences of the script, 
building in congruent climaxes pep- 
pered with arresting moments of still- 
ness. It’s incredibly actor-friendly in a 


script engineered to showcase the 
performer. 

Zotter is an actor possessed of a 
distinct flair for metamorphosis. He 
inhabits each individual in Jack's 
world with impeccable technique and 
an arresting presence. Zotter’s com- 
pelling eyes communicate much that 
is unexpressed in the text, and his 
wholesome demeanour places a com- 
pelling discord upon Jack’s desperate 
actions and self-hatred. There is a 
rancid sweetness about his Jack, and 
while his subordinate characteriza- 
tions are very funny, they have a whiff 
of reality around them. He is a lithe 
performer, able to hurl himself both 
physically and mentally into the deep- 
est recesses of his character. 

Having said that, neither the direc- 
tion nor strength of characterization 
are quite able to overcome the more 
obviously emotional passages in the 
piece. A major flaw is a tendency to 
linger over the pathos: there were a 
few moments where | felt as though 
my heart was being deliberately 
wrenched. Overlying Zotter’s impres- 
sive conviction is a slightly jarring 
earnestness to get the humanity of the 
script and the tragedy of addiction 
across. There is a feeling of commen- 
tary that mars an otherwise absorbing 
75 minutes on the skids. ¥ 










O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
ent and still, emanations 
id other ghosts bears wit- 
‘ness to the ultimate disruption 
of story—the destruction of the 
world and interruption of 
humankind. Emptying her pieces of 
the presence of life, save for the ten- 
tative recovery of flora and a semi- 
hidden animal that may be nothing 
more than an echo of a collective 
vision, Andrea Pinheiro examines 
the convergence of forces we’re 
unleashing on our environment and 
ourselves. 

“My drawing process is about try- 
ing to re-inhabit the photographic 
process, but never really being able 
to,” ventures Pinheiro. “It’s a way of 
talking about things overwhelming 
culture, how the visual shifts per- 
spective away from what needs 
noticing, but is maybe less grand or 
noticeable - invisible effects. Cover- 
ing up things is, for me, a way to talk 
about a potential loss of future. 
These are different distillations but 
similar ways of working with the 
theme.” 

Emanations is made up of three 
series revolving around intangible 
poisons, the horrific blind legacies of 
poorly managed chemicals and radi- 
ation, plus a bridge piece that pivots 


Embedded in Afghanistan with the 


Fallout: the invisible story disrupted 
in Pinheiro’s emanations 


=] THROUGH NOVI 

= | EMANATIONS AND 

Ee | OTHER GHOSTS 
WORKS BY ANDREA PINHEIRO 


MEA PRINTMAKING GRAD SHOW 
FAB GALLERY 


Pinheiro towards a new branch of 
investigation. < 

Pinheiro’s large, heavy, textural 
mixed-media pieces anchor her show 
and act as portals into a moment of 
destruction that collapses story into 
an eerily suspended collection of 
images, billowing together like a 
dream. There are areas on her black 
and white canvases that are sharply 
resolved—a train streaks into the 
unknown; a building haunts an 
impassive street. Other places are lit- 
erally nothingness—bubbling, light- 
sucking areas dulled by beeswax or 
glossed by graphite or gesso, embry- 
onic and deathly. Her documentarian 
mission is plainly stated by the arti- 
facts of her photographic sources, 
edges and scratches visible on film 
carried into this medium. 


THE “SHELTER” PRINTWORKS intro- 


duce colour—restrained arctic roses 
and golds and damp bluish greys— 
that hover around abandoned pro- 


tective structures against a desolate 
landscape with a faraway horizon. “I 
wanted them to feel like old colour 
photos, heightened and faded at the 
same time,” Pinheiro explains 

Her series of photogravures fur 
ther emphasize a sense of history 
slipped from our grasp, turning 
crumbling banal spaces into a pre- 
cious artifact from a past generation 

Other invisible aspects implicated 
in her work reside in us rather than 
around us—the narrative of humanity 
we're also neglecting; not only the 
abandonment of our environmental 
stewardship but also our fool's 
progress as we unthinkingly ascribe 
endless resiliency to the world around 
us and ourselves. As Pinheiro points 
out, effects accumulate, and the 
cumulative consequences of our lack 
of attention could bring an unbear- 
able weight crashing down on us. 

Yet there are signs of hope—an 
animal figure in the first piece 
resolves at a distance, and a group- 
ing of six small fragile lightboxes— 
her latest piece—imagines 
something nomadic and alive. Sur- 
vivors or travellers? Fleeing or dis- 
covering? 

Either way, they carry the story 
onward, into the future. v 


Princess Patricia forces, Globe and 


Mail columnist Christie Blatchford 
collected stories from the 


soldiers she met. 


Join us for the Edmonton 
launch of Fifteen Days. 


Introduced by Sgt. Patrick Tower, 
recipient of the Star of Military Valour 


Christie Blatchford 


AMERICAN BOOKS AT AMERICAN PRICES! 


Pay the US price on dual-priced books printed in the USA 


Save 25% on all the globe and mail bestsellers everyday! 








Thursday, Nov. 22 

7:30 pm 

Transalta Arts Barn 
10330-84 Ave 

$10 Adult, $7 Students and 
members of the military 
Tickets avail. at Audreys 
and U of A Bookstore 


Our bodies, our selves: 
Chaba transcends fragility 


of being 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 

othing connects the mind 
Ne heart like experience. In 

Vestiges: fragility of being, 
Sherri Chaba springboards off the 
intimate medium of drawing bring- 
ing markmaking into the third 
dimension and inviting viewers into 
her realms. Predominantly construct- 
ed of painstakingly worked steel 
wire, the forms Chaba builds up 
through Vestiges are loaded and 
empty, leading and open, Zen-like in 
their contemplative power and 
simultaneous states 

“T came into the [MFA] program 
using natural materials, and went 
out with the opposite: industrial 
materials,” Chaba explains. “Wires 
are still quite delicate, but have 
power and fragility. You can manipu- 
late it and create different forms. | 
like taking materials and beating 
them against themselves.” 

The transformation in her materi- 
als mirrors experience of her own 
Chaba’s previous work included 
environmental interventions, work 
ing with the palette nature offered 
her, altering outdoor spaces to illu 
minate our relationship to the organ- 
ic world. During her MFA studies, 
she was engaged in a struggle to 
protect her family property from 
development interests—a fight she 
lost. Chaba watched the land she 
loved succumb to a pipeline, invaded 
by the interests of money mas- 
querading as progress 


CHABA TRANSCENDS her sense of 
violation through the works in Ves- 
liges, harnessing material that seems 
to serve as shorthand for the pipeline 
snaking through her land, using wire 
to create marks that bridge an imag- 
ined world with the real, and weav- 
ing them into vessels and forms that 


Mary-Beth 
Laviolette 


by to sign copies 
of her book. 


tks | THROUGH NOV 
ee | VESTIGES: FRAGILITY 
oe | OF BEING 


WORKS BY SHERRI CHABA 
WEA ORAWING & INTERMEDIA GRAD SHOW 
FAB GALLERY 


stand in for aspects of our bodies 
and other gifts of the earth. Tr. 
hills, and twisty creeks are suggested 
in her pieces, as are the structures of 
our neural pathways and other sys- 
tems and contortions of our phy 
selves. In doing so, she explicitly 
connects the patterns of nature to 
those in ourselves 

After introducing us to her visual 
language in first space in FAB—first 
bound by conventional borders of 
wall hangings, then set loose in the 
exploratory installation “Questioning 
the line”—Chaba deepens our 
encounters with her work in the 
more contained rooms in the lower 
gallery. In “Trace,” a veil of white 
plastic-coated wire cascades from 
the wall, like a waterfall or virginal 
bridal train. “Tenacity,” a massive 3D 
“drawing,” has short bursts and arcs 
of wire poking into our physical 
realm, with intricate lines completed 
by shadows, shifting with light. In the 
following space, Chaba nests two 
pieces that have her coils and fun- 
nels embracing the organic, accom- 
modating our bodies and flotsam 
given up by nature. 

Her final piece completes her tran- 
scendence—a womb-like mesh cube 
enfolding viewers as they enter 
Nearly room-size, “Atrophic Utopia’ 
is an environment itself, a fantastic 
voyage into a microcosm of both 
body and planet. Travelling the land- 
scape Chaba offers, our experience 
renews the link between ourselves 
and our surroundings. v 

















co-author of Alberta 
Art and Artists drops 


Saturday 
November 10 
2:00 pm 


(780) 423-3487 
10702 Jasper Ave. 
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Onder 
Influence 


NOVEMBER 8 w 


DECEMBER 31 


at the Stollery Gallery 
9704 - 111 Avenue 


Artists portray in art and in text 
their own unique interpretations 
of the people (real or imagined) 
who inspire and influence them 
in their daily lives. 


We are pleased to have the Hon. 
Member of Parliament Rahim 
Jaffer as juror for this exhibition. 


Reception: 
NOVEMBER 8 
5-8 PM 


Visit our website at 
www.ninahaggertyart.ca 
Gallery Hours: 

Mon, Wed, Fri: 9:30 - 2:30 

Tues, Thurs: 9:30 - 4 and 6 - 8 
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Knock, Knock, Knocking 
on Atwood’s Door 


JOSEF BRAUN 
CO | hopscotch @vueweekly.com 


= HOPSCOTCH 


It is very difficult to disassociate Mar- 
garet Atwood from Canada, at least for 
Canadians. Her distinctive voice—low, 
wry, at times a parody of liturgical, never 
burdened with excess inflection, though 
sometimes burdened by an excess of 
irony—functions as a sort of collective 
conscience, a running commentary on our 
nebulous sensibility. For those Canadians 
who still consider the role of writers in 
our cultural life important, those for 
whom literary conceits possess meanirig 
beyond the invented worlds for which 
they were devised, Atwood has ascended 
to assume the role of our national Oracle. 

Atwood turns 68 this month. It has 
been more than a decade since her last 
collection of poetry appeared, a decade in 
which she seems to have fully cemented 
her stature as a novelist of the highest 
order. When you read her new poetry col- 
lection The Door (McClelland & Stewart, 
$22.99), you're inevitably led to question 
the significance of poetry in an era so 
seemingly disinterested in it, in the life of 
a writer who these days has become so 
famous for doing other kinds of writing, a 
prolific yet scrupulous writer who has 
arguably reached an age when writers 
start getting more particular about how 
they plan to spend the rest of their career. 

Poetry, alternately rendered as some- 
thing both fragile and immense, is the 
overt subject of several poems in The 
Door. In “The Poets Hang On,” Atwood 
considers the obsolescence of poets, vir- 
tual panhandlers who “have that irritating 
look / of those who know more than we 
do,” yet have “forgotten how to tell us / 
how sublime we are.” In the opening 
lines of “Possible Activities” she regards 





literary habit with the tone of one 
annoyed by another who “could sit on 
your chair and pick over language / as if it 
were a bowl of peas.” In “Poetry Read- 
ing” she endures a poetic performance 
long enough to finally surrender to it, 
allowing herself to be moved while rec- 
ognizing that “there's a cold craft to it, as 
with beadwork / or gutting a mackerel.” 


THESE PIECES, to say the least, don’t take 
their relevance for granted. The poems 
about poetry set the others in relief, 
engaging a process through which the 
reader can see this diverse collection as 
cohesive, a clear, unhurried train of 
thought, of artistic and even moral logic 
rivers its way through. We see the 
“point” of this activity, and don’t need to 
ask ourselves why the talented Ms 
Atwood isn't doing “more important 
things.” Poetry in The Door, not unlike the 
prose work in Atwood’s recent volume 
The Tent, is facilitating a dialogue 
between Atwood's most personal reflec- 
tions and her reflections on her country 





THE NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS THANKS YOU FOR MAKING CAKE WALK 2007 ANOTHER SWEET SUCCESS! 
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and the world and the tumult in which 
they collaborate. Yes, the tone overall 
Slips from the wistfulness of memories 
fading, to the playful otherness of ani- 
mals and children, to mortality, apoca- 
lypse and, slightly more optimistically, the 
mystery of our collective future. 

The strikingly morbid poem “War 
Photo” makes a nice appendix to Susan 
Sontag’s final book Regarding the Pain of 
Others, finding beauty and solace and 
finally saying a kind of prayer for a name- 
less dead victim of some atrocity. | espe- 
cially liked the unambiguously themed 
“Weather.” Like “Dutiful,” "Weather" 
tries to figure out-how guilty one should 
feel about issues clearly greater than any 
individual action. Climate change is con- 
veyed with awe and alienation, with 
unease toward our culpability in the cli- 
mate’s new layer of threat to human life. 
Weather is “blind and deaf and stupen- 
dous,” Atwood writes, “and has no mind 
of its own ... Or does it? What if it does? / 
Suppose you were to pray to it, / what 
would you say?” 

| don’t know if it's because | always 
hear Atwood's actual voice when | read 
her poetry, but hers strikes me always as 
a voice of authority. (Even when that 
voice comes across as too arch, which it 
rarely does here.) In “The Poet Has Come 
Back ...” Atwood implies that the poet's 
authority can be maintained so long as 
the poet remains outsider and outlaw. In 
“Another Visit to the Oracle” this authori- 
ty is summoned up in humorous and 
tremendous language that surveys the 
most frightful blind corners of modern life 
and carves out some role for the writer in 
it, ending with a summation that’s memo- 
rably piercing and unafraid to take up the 
torch of the great seer. 

“lll tell your story — / your story that 
was once so graceful / but now it is dark. 
/ That's what | do: /| tell dark stories / 
before and after they come true.” w 
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hough he’s best known for 

\ writing contemporary Canadi- 

humour as his subject mat- 
Happiness, Beauty Tips from Moose 

) Wil Ferguson seems to be a guy 

likes to switch things up, alter- 

ating fiction and non-fiction. It 
should be no surprise to readers, 
then, that he’s his made his biggest 

: ‘yet with his latest work, Span- 
writing a serious period novel 

in the dust-storm-scoured, depres- 
sion-ravaged, tumble-weed-blown, 
pre-war American south. 

The book is set in Paradise Flats, 
Louisiana. Jack McGreary is a young 
man who, because of his size, the 

town seems to want to typecast in 

the role of muscular lunk, but whose 
main pleasure is reading voraciously 
in the town library. He's both unpop- 
__ ular with the town librarian, who 


THE 
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GUIDE 
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PERFORMING 
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SPANISH FLY 
BYWIL FERGUSON 
VIN CANADA, 383 aces 
S300 


correctly supposes he lusts after her 
daughter, and equally suspect by the, 
two leading moral beacons of the 
library, the town's priest and the 
town doctor, whose own learning is 
not nearly as extensive as the much 
younger Jack's. His father, a dreamer 
who blows what little dough they 
have investing in fake stocks, thinks 
he should go north to Canada and 
join the army to fight the rising 
power of the Nazis. Needless to Say, 
Jack feels constrained by the town 
and takes the first Opportunity to 
leave, but not with the army. He 
hooks up with two grifters, Virgil Ray 
and Miss Rose, by helping them 





What do you value? What are your hopes for Edmonton in 2040? Edmonton ie Aen eat a 
unprecedented growth as it becomes one of Canada's major cities. The plans we make y 


i i i Edmonton of the future. 
ublic workshop and paint a picture of your ol Be 
ieneeane galine a long-term vision that will guide other plans, policies and actions 


i i isi /envisionEdmonton or call 442-1377. 
I more information, visit www.edmonton.ca, r 10 Tae 
To register, pe sy pe a LaBrie at: (Tel.) 442-4389 or (Fax) 496-1150 or (email) Christiann.LaBrie@e 


cheat a local pawn shop owner 
Their scams fall under the word 
amoral in his dictionary, a word that 
holds considerable power for Jack. 


WHAT FOLLOWS isa coming-of-age 


tale set in the world of con artists and 
Swindlers. It’s a Sripping story that 
seems influenced by the crime and 
pulp writers of the period, particularly 
Jim Thompson's The Grifters, but it has 
an equally moral and contemplative 
side: McGreary reads Plato, Pascal 
and especially Ovid for advice on his 
love life. 

This is not to say the book doesn’t 
move alone at an exciting Clip. It's 
primarily a story about crooks and 
George Roy Hill’s film The Sting, 
David Mamet's The Spanish Prisoner 
or the current British TV Series Hus 
He could be equally important influ- 
ences. As the story progresses, a 


Sexual tension begins to build 
between Jack and Rose, one that Vir- 
gil seems to encourage. Virgil Ray 
always tells him even con artists get 
conned and, when things start to go 
wrong during a stopover in Silver 
City, anything is possible 

The suspense lies in guessing 
who's conning who. Is Jack learning 
the ropes, or being set up himself for 
the biggest swindle yet? Does Rose 
love him more than Virgil, or is Jack 
setting the two more experienced 
gold-diggers up for something more 
brutal than a con job? 

Ferguson has great skill. He per- 
fectly lays in all the bits and pieces 
that have to add up, so the reader 
says, “Of course!” when the plot final- 
ly unfolds. He does so with such a 
subtle hand, making them look like 
bits of incidental information, or 
colour, that you're always wondering 


but can never quite guess until it’s 
time for the payoff. That’s the mark of 
a superb storyteller. 

McGreary is an inspired chara 
morally ambiguous but sympat 
at the same time. Astute reade 
recognize him from Ferguson’s ear- 
lier book, Happiness, where he 
appears briefly as an older man 
Ferguson has done his research 
both on real period cons that w ere 
actually pulled and on some of the 
legendary figures in the criminal 
world of that time and place. The 
book has the authentic feel of an old 
photograph, much like the one on 
the book's cover, or the one which 
appears at the end of the story, pic- 
tures “he says in the afterword” that 
inspired the book's creation. Unlike 
the mythical product, from whi 
takes his title, this Spanish Fly will 
both arouse and entertain. w 
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reographed by Judith Garcia. Voca Me a contemporary 
ballet by Judith Garcia and La Vivendiere restaged by 
Laurence Menotti, a repertoire from Classical Ballet « 
Set. Nov. 10 (8:30pm) © $20 (adultl/$15 
{senior/student/child under 12) at Citie Ballet, and Etoile 
Dance Shoppe 


UKRAINIAN SHUMKA DANCERS-RED BOOTS. 
BALLET AND BUBBLY: LIFE IS A CABARET! Jubilee 
Aaditonum (455-9553) © A multi-media variety-show fea- 
turing live music, singers and choreography © Sat, Nov. 
10 $100 








AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482-2854) 
* Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * Luc Berard and Shawn 
Sarfas © Until Nov. 8 

ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10185-105 St (488- 
6611) © Open Mon-Sat 10am-5Spm (clased all hols) * 
Feature Gallery: DIMENSIONS 2007: The Saskatchewan 
Craft Council feature 36 pieces in various mediums; until 
Dec. 1 © Discovery Gallery: FROM BEAST TO BEAUTY: 
Contemporary felted objects made with a Canadian per- 
‘spective; until Dec. 1 * 13-fNFLUENCES, INSPIRATIONS, 
AND INNOVATIONS: Edmonton Traditional Rug Hookers 
Guild juried exhibition; until Dec. 8 

ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne St. St. Albert (459-3679) 
© DESTINO: Artworks by Shirley Elias; until Nov. 10 © 
‘Smell and large oil paintings by Shirley Cordes-Rogozinsky 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 
10230 Jasper Ave (422-6223) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 10:30am- 
Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm (4-8pm free); Sat-Sun 11am-Spm « 
Drop-In Tours: Sat and Sun (12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 3:30pm) * 
FUN HOUSE Artworks explore the idea of constructed illu- 
sion, trompe !’oeil, false reality and faux finish; until Jan. 6 
© THE 1950S FORD SHOW: drawings of a 1950 Ford from 
memory; until Jan. 6 © POP ART: From Britain, USA and 
Canada; until Nov. 25 « NEW ACQUISITIONS: Curated by 
Catherine Crowston; Nov. 11-Feb. 17 # All Day Saturdays; 
Nov. 17 {1-4pm hands-on workshop) (2pm tour Fun House) 


THE CARROT 9351-118 Ave (471-1580) * Gallery wall 
Photographs 

DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488-4445) « 
JOE FAFARD-30TH ANNIVERSARY: Retrospective of Joe 
Fafard’s artworks * Nov. 10-30 

EDMONTON MENNONITE CENTRE FOR NEWCOMERS 
10010-107A Ave (424-7709/421-7400) * GLOBAL GALLERY: 
Artworks by immigrant artists living in Edmonton * Nov. 9 
{7-Spm) © $15 (incl. entertainment and snacks) 





FAB GALLERY fim 1-1 Fine Arts Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave 
(492-2081) eae Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2-5pm * VES- 
TIGES FRAI OF BEING: Artworks by Sherri Chaba © 
EMANATIONS ANDO OTHER GHOSTS: Prints by Andrea 
Pinheiro * Until Nov. 17 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) © VIEW 
POINTS: Artworks by Pam Wilman * Until Nov. 30 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave (488-2952) « 
SCISSORS: Paintings by Doug Jamha; Noy. 6-17 © 
Opening reception: Sat, Nov. 10 


GALLERY A U of A Museums, Museums and Collections 

Services, Main Floor, TELUS Centre for Professional 

Development, U of A (492-5834) « Open: Wad-Sat 12-Spm 

* DRESSED TO RULE: 18th century court attire from the 

Ging rey (1644-911), curated by John Vollmer © Until 
1 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 
Main Fi, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) * Open 
Mon-Fri 9am-Spm; Sat S9am-6pm; Sun 1-Spm * ELEPHANT 
EXPLORATIONS: paintings by the elephants from the Valley 
Zoo; until Nov. 30 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * GOING ONCE-GOING 
TWICE. ..:Live and silent art auction featuring artworks 
byRobert Sinclair, Peter von Tiesenhausen, Liz Ingram, 
Jonathan Knowlton and more. Music by the Dan Skakun Trio 
and Terry McDade © Sat, Nov, 17 (8pm) at the Hellenic 
Centre, 10450-116 St * $25 {adv)/$30 (door)/$20 (student) 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior 
Centre,10831 University Ave * Open Mon-Thu Sam-4pm * 
Artworks by the members of the Art Society of Strathcona * 
Until Nov. 22 * Opening reception: Nov. 14 (6;30-8:30pm) 


THE LOFT GALLERY A.J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd. Sherwood Park * Open: Thu 5-9pm; Sat 
10am-4pm © Artworks by Deanna Corrigan, Christine Allard, 
Kaye Ackerman, JoAnn Rasmussen, Mary Deeprose, and 
Janice Bonsant Wilson, and Lynda McAmmond © Until Jan 
5 © Opening reception: Nov. 10 (1-4pm) 


EXCDSUrE 


Edmonton’s Queer Arts & Culture Festival 


Expose yourself to new audiences. 


Expose yourself to new art. 


november 23 to december 1 2007 
Expose yourself to: 


Films at Metro Cinema Fatale: A Dangerous Night 
Drag King Cabaret of Femme Performance 
Queer Story Slam Exhibits at 

Photography Exhibits Art Gallery of Alberta, 
Ann Cvetkovich Latitude 53 and 

Ivan E. Coyote The Works Gallery 
Shawna Dempsey and and so much more! 
Lorri Millan 


Other festival happenings can be found at WWW.exposurefestival.ca 
Look for the festival program Nov. 15! Only in WUE VVEEKLY 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW FOR BIRCH HEART PRESENTS: 


LOUD ‘NW’ QUEER CABARET 


18+ / $20 


lare. $26 at the door 
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WET SECRETS, SPREEPARK, 
KNOTS 

Nov. 26 / $11, 

Pride Centre, Blackbyrd Myoozik, 
Megatunes. $More at the door 





FACULTY OF 


LATITUDE 


CONTEMPOSARY WIS 


ROUGE: 

A MASQUEERADE BALL 
Dec. 1 / 18+ / $26, 

Tix on the Square, Pride Centre, 
Blackbyrd Myoozik 


d WORKSHOP WEST The 

edmonton THEATRE Sisters 
arts cxf i. of Perpetual 
council 


Indulgence, Inc. 
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McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St (407- 
7182) * Open Mon-Fri 1am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm * 
COLLECTING COMFORT: QUILT CULTURE IN THE 
ROSENBERG COLLECTION * Until Dec. 9 


MECPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) # Open Mon- 

Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * SERENE VISIONS: 

Photographs of Canada and Japan by Jeff Kucharski; until 

Dec. 6; opening reception; Nov. 18 (1-3:30pm) * The 

Lea Room Gallery: Paintings by Mary Paranch; until 
ov. 


MMUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St, St. Albert 

(459-1528) © LO/S HOLE CENTENNIAL PROVINCIAL PARK: 

ne about making park and protecting habitat * 
inti! Dec. 9 


‘OUT OF THE AIRE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave (378-0240) « 
Open: Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm, Sun 12-4 pm * Features 
paintings by Alberta artists, glass art by Braden Hammond, 
pottery by Cindy Clarke, Wendi Flynn, Lilach Lotan, and 
Junichi Tanaka, and African stone sculpture from Murungo 
Imports collection * Through November 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY (0183-112 St (465-2162) 

* Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm or by appointment Sun-Mon 

Vam-Spm * CHINA SENSATION: Sculpture, photographs 

a palsies by 13 artists from Chengdu, China ® Until 
lov. 1 


PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Rd, Sherwood Park 
(467-3038) # Trisha Romance’s new art and book launch for 
her first Christmas children’s book A Star for Christmas * 
Until Nov. 24 


PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) * Open Tue-Fri 
12-8pm; Sat 12-7pm # MEDLEY FIELDS: Artworks by 
Giselle Denis * Until Dec. 31 * Opening reception: Nov. 
24 (6-10pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, St. Albert 
(460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu (10am-8pm) ¢ 
ON EARTH: Featuring artworks by Susanne Loutas, and 
Judy Schafers © Until Dec. 1 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 10130-103 St. Mezz (426- 
4035)  URBANSCAPES: Paintings by Pauline Ulliac, 
Featuring paintings and sculptures by various artists 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-5pm * REFLECTIONS: Landscape paintings by 
Phyllis Anderson * Nav, 10-27 © Opening reception; Sat, 
Noy. 10 (2-4pm), artist in attendance 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 
12-5pm * Main Gallery: A DAY OF DISCOVERY: Sketches 
and etchings by Jun Shirasu; unti) Nov. 24 * Studio 
Gallery: PAPER CUTS: Printworks by various artists; until 
Nov. 24 


SPRUCE GROVE GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove (962- 
0664) * FALL FANTASY IN ALBERTA; opening reception: 
Noy. 10 (1-4pm) * LIVING PLANET-MACRO-MICRO CON- 
NEGTIONS: Artworks by Hiroshi Shimazaki and Doug Bray 
© Until Nov. 24 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St (460-5993) * Open 
Thu 12-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm * 
LAMELLAE-THAT WHICH IS LAYERED: New works by 
Douglas Fraser * Until Nov. 24 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452-9100) « 
Sci-Fi Science: Close Encounters of the Science Kind: inter- 
active feature exhibit « Meet the filmmakers: Paul Romein 
and Greg Radzimowski; Sat, Nov. 10 (2pm) * Mysteries of 
Movie-Making with Mark Twitchell, Sat, Nav. 17 (2pm) * 
The Joy of Astrophotography: Alan Dyer shares tips on the 
fight equipment and techniques to take great astronomy 
pictures; Sat, Nov. 24 (2pm) 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) * Featuring paint- 
ings by Rose Buk, Sasha Buk, Bonnie Ellerbeck, and others 
* Until Nov, 10 


VAAA GALLERY 31d Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) ¢ Annual VAAA Art Auction; Nov. 8-17 « 
opening reception: Nov. 19 (7-1 1pm) 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) « THE 
DARK FALL: Paintings by David Langevin; until Nov. 8 


THE WORKS 200, 10225-100 Ave (426-2122) ¢ Open: 
Mon-Fri (noon-Spm) * TELLING TAILS AND OTHER 
STORIES: Paintings by David Folk ® Until Dec. 7 


LITERARY 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) ¢ Mary- 
Beth Laviolette’s book signing; Sat, Nov. 10 (2pm) * The 
History Club meeting will focus on Living with the Victory 
of 1945, a ‘Boomers’ life in Canada, 1945-2007; Tue, Nov. 
13 (7:30pm) * An Evening With the Fictionistas’; Thu, Nov. 
15 (7:30pm) * Reading by Sharon Stratton, Between 
Forest and Sky, Nov. 18 (2pm) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) © Story Slam: 
An opportunity for writers to share their work explore their 
talents and show off * 3rd Wed each month * $5 (donation) 


CARROT CAFE 118th Ave (471-1580) * Community book 
club meeting, The Book of Stanley * Nov. 20 (7pm) 


LIVE AT KASBAR LOUNGE 10444-82 Ave, under Yianni's 
Taverna * Space Monkey; the series: an open-stage poetry 
series presented by the Raving Poets * Every Wed until 
Dec. 12; 7:30pm (signup), 8pm (show) 


TALES.-THE ALBERTA LEAGUE ENCOURAGING 
STORYTELLING Rosie's Bar and Grill, 10475-80 Ave (437- 
9555) © Story Cafés: Mavericks: open mic opportunity * 
1st Thu each month; 7-Spm * $5 


TALES.-THE ALBERTA LEAGUE ENCOURAGING 
STORYTELLING (437-9555) * City Arts Centre, 10943-84 
Ave; Monthly Storytelling Circle: Everyone welcome to tell 
stories or to come and listen; 2nd Fri each month through to 
June 2008 (8pm); $3 admission, first time free 


3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Square * 
WOW-Wired on Words: We all have something to say, 
amateurs and professionals alike. Let this creative writing 
process guide you into self-discovery * Meetings bi-month- 
ly, Sun (4-Gpm) for info e-mail 
feelgoodbewellin2007@gmail.com 

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA * HC 4-29; Creative Works 
Reading: by Michael Trussler, author of Encounters, Wed, 
Noy. 14 (3.30pm) * Humanities Centre, Level One, Rm 3; 
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ARTS 


Salal: Listening for the Northwest Understory, a talk and 
feading by Laurie Ricou; Thu, Nov. 15 (3:30-5:30pm) 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Avo (422-8174) © The 
Poets’ Haven Monday Nights weekly reading series present- 
ed by Stroll of Poets; every Mon Night (7pm); $5. 


WORD! SYMPOSIUM: TALK, POETRY AND PER- 

INCE www.edmontonculturalcapital.com * 
Connections between Arts and Science symposium featur- 
ing Alan Lightman, physicist and novelist (Einstein's 
Dream) * Nov, 9-10 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469- 
4999) » Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat (8pm), 
$20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 * Every Wed (8:30pm): Wacky 
Wednesday; $5 * Ward Anderson; Nov. 8-10 * Wed 
Zaharuk; Nov, 15-17 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St 
(483-5999) * Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 
8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm * Hit or Miss Mondays * 
Butch Bradley, Mike Harrison, James Ball, and Shawn 
Gramaik, Nov. 8-11 Hit of Miss Mondays; Mon, Nov. 12 © 
Alternative Comedy Night: Tue, Nov. 13 © Winston Spear, 
Keith Saranoski, James Uloth, and Paul Brown; Nov. 14-18 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM (451-8000) © Just for Laughs 
Comedy Tour * Mon, Nov. 12 (7pm) « 
$49.50/$42.50/$35,50 at TicketMaster 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall (481- 
9857) * Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 10:30pm * 
Sun: Industry Night: $10 * Amateur Night Tue: featuring 
Mark Poolos; $5 * Wednesday Just For Laughs Showcase 
* Dave Hemstad, Mark Poolos, and Simon King; Nov. 8-10 
* Cash Levy; Nov. 14-17 


THEATRE 


CHOKE Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 St (453-2440) * Theatre 
Network * A world premiere about a mother's love for her 
sons, by Theatre Network's playwright-in-residence 
Cathleen Rootsaert, starring Chris Bullough, Kevin Corey 
and Maralyn Ryan, directed by Marianne Copithome. When 
Catherine becomes seriously ill; it turns the family upside 
down, forcing her sons Dylan and Greg to push past their 
sibling rivalries and figure out what it means to care for 
someone else * Until Noy. 18 


CTRL ALT DELETE Festival Place Theatre, Sherwood Park 
* Overacting Imaginations and SAFFRON @ A sensitive 
and engaging story about emotional and mental abuse that 
in the end leaves us with a strong message of hope * Nov. 
14 (7pm) © Tickets available at Festival Place, TicketMaster, 
door; not suitable for Children under 12 


DESPERATE HOUSEHOLDS Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 
8882-170 St (484-2424) © On Hysteria Lane the houses, 
the lawns and the gardens are perfect. This is a look at life 
behind the walls of a gated, bedroom community where 
affairs, seandals, music, murder, dance, intrigue, food and 
deception exist-all the elements for an amazing block party 
© Until Jan. 27 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) « 
Improv soap opera will begin the new season with a brand 
new theme ® Every Mon (8pm) 


DUST PCL Studio, TransAlta Arts Barns, 10330 84 Ave « 
Last Night Productions presents Mark Stubbings’ play 
about loss and death * Nov. 8-18 (8pm) ¢ $18 (adult)/$15 
{student/seniors) at TIX on the Square 


HANA'S SUITCASE Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 9828-101A 
Ave (425-1820) ¢ By Emil Sher based on the book by Karen 
Levine, directed by Allen Macinnis. A suitcase from 
Auschwitz arrived at a children’s Holocaust education centre 
in Tokyo, Japan. On the outside, painted in white, were the 
words: “Hana Brady, May 16, 1931” and “Waisenkind”—the 
German word for orphan. Each performance will be followed 
by a talkback with members of the cast * Until Nov. 15 


LETTERS IN WARTIME Azimuth Theatre, 11315-106 Ave * 
The RIBIBITrePUBLIC * A play about WW II in honour of 
Remembrance Day * Mon, Nov. 12(2pm, 8pm) * 2pm: Pay- 
What-You-Can (door); 8pm: $15 (adult}/$12 (student/senior) 


MOVIN’ OUT Jubilee Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave (427-2760) 
© Broadway Across Canada ® Billy Joel and director/cho- 
reographer Twyla Tharp have joined forces to create this 
new musical-a story of five life-long friends over two turbu- 
lent decades * Nov. 14-17 (8pm); Nov. 18 (7:30pm); Nov. 
17-18 (2pm) * Tickets available at TicketMaster 


OUR STORIES SKILLS, 10408-124 St, SE comer entrance * 
Rising Sun Theatre (484-2203/496-9686) ¢ A docudrama, 
telling the stories of the group members’ experiences from 
school, institutions, the street, work, and friends and lovers 
* Mon, Nov. 12 (4pm) * Admission is pay-what-you-can 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ‘N' ROLL Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) ¢ Written and com- 
piled by Will Marks. Take a wild ride back to the swingin’ 
"60s, celebrate the Twist, the Watusi, the British Invasion, 
the Beach Boys, Motown and the mini skirt * Nov. 9-Feb. 
17 © $59-$89 (buffet and show) 


ROMEO AND JULIET Avespace One, 9210-118 Ave (477- 
2773) © By William Shakespeare * Theatre Prospero, star- 
ring Ben Melvor, Brenna Comer, Nick Green, Rebecca Starr, 
Steven Weller, Garett Ross and others, directed by Mark 
Henderson. * Nov. 8-9 (7:30pm) © $10 (student)/$14 (adult) 


STUCK Third Space, 11516-103 St (420-1757) « Workshop 
West Theatre * By David Rubinoff * Featuring Frank Zotter, 
directed by Rob Moffat * Until Nov. 10 * $23 (udult)/S18 
{student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


VIMY Citadel Maclab Theatre, 9828-101A Ave (425-1820) * 
By Vern Thiessen, directed by James Macdonald * In 1917. 
aided by a nurse from Nova Scotia, four wounded Canadian 
soldiers are recavering ina field hospital in France in the 
wake of the battle for Vimy Ridge. Coincides with the 90th 
anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge * Until Nov. 11 


WHAT THE BUTLER SAW Timms Centre for the Arts Main 
Stage, 86 Ave, 112 St (492-2495) © Studio Theatre * By 
Joe Orton, directed by Ron Jenkins * A psychiatrist is con- 
vincing @ young woman to undress as part of a job inter- 
view, and when his wife enters, a wild, farcical romp is off 
and running # Until Nov. 10 (7:30pm); Thu, Noy. 8 (12:30pm) 
© $10-$20 at TIX on the Square 
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FAI, NOW, SUN, HOV 11, TUE, NOV 13 (9 PM) 
SAT, NOW 10, MON, NOV 12, WED NOV 14 (7 PM) 


PIERROT LE FOU 

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY JEAN-LU GODARD 
STARRING JEAN-PAUL BELMONDO, ANNA KARINA, 
GRAZIELLA GALAN), SAMUEL FULLER 

tottok 


CLASSIC 


Godard brought out everything but the 
kitchen sink in his attempt to tell an 
archetypal lovers-on-the-run tale with 
as many destabilizing effects as possi- 
ble. The thing is audaciously indecisive 
from top to bottom, refusing to develop 
character or story in any cohesive 
direction while piling on oodles of pos- 
sible options. As they flee Paris for the 
Mediterranean, Ferdinand (Jean-Paul 
Belmondo) and Marianne (Anna Kari- 
na), a bourgeois husband and his foxy, 
elusive babysitter, also flee any fixed 
notion of who they or any movie char- 
acters need to be. The ostensible narra- 


acts of imagination 





tive’s ostensible romantic despair aside, 
these two are above all concerned with 


play acting, donning the masks of 


numerous movie personas and, in one 
of the best and most outrageous 
scenes, even those of the combatants 
on either side of the Vietnam War. It’s 
dizzying and fun, smart and silly, gor- 
geous and crude. And it goes on for a 
pretty exhausting two hours. 

It's probably indicative that when 
most people who've seen Pierrot le Fou 
try to recall it they usually do so only in 
fragments: Sam Fuller's cameo, Bel- 
mondo suddenly becoming literally 
blue in the face or the moment when 
the film transforms into a humid musi- 
cal. I'm personally fond of the shots of 
Ferdinand and Marianne in a car, the 
illusion of movement conveyed only 
through a coloured light passing over 
their faces, a terrifically primitive effect 
that somehow goes hand in hand with 
Godard’s hilariously arbitrary use of 





repeated music. But the question 
inevitably arises: what the hell does it 
all add up to? And is it a movie or a 
chapter in a career? The tension 
between something akin to a genuine 
dramatic narrative and formal detach- 
ment that fuelled Contempt is forsaken 
here—it's all detachment, however fit- 
fully entertaining that detachment 
might be 

In a deliberately Godardian essay as 
reverential as it is ruthlessly critical, 
David Thomson's Godard entry in The 
Biographical Dictionary of Film declares 
that Godard’s films deal with 
“moments of cinema and with his jun- 
gle of reference, but never with feel- 
ings ... He is the first director, the first 
great director, who does not seem to 
be a human being.” Curiously, Thom- 
son asserts that Pierrot is an exception 
to Godard’s overwhelming emotional 
indifference in that whenever his cam- 
era is pointed at Karina, his first wife, 


METRO CINEMA ? 


9828 101A AVE 
METROCINEMA.ORG 
780-425-9212 


NOVEMBER 9, 11, B @ 7.000M 
NOVEMBER 10, 12, 14 @ 9:15PM 


NOV9 & 10 Q&A WI SPECIAL GUESTS & FILMMAKERS 
ZEIDLER HALL OF THE CITADEL THEATRE 


stare 





we get a rare sense of his real desire 
Yet Thomson also states that “the dis- 
covery that he loved Karina more in 
moving images than in life” may have 
broken their marriage 

Maybe what finally emerges from 
all this is that Godard’s films, and 
Pierrot especially, are a testament to 
the cinema as a totalitarian utopia, 
pushing out everything else until all 
that’s left is cinema. Not the most life- 
affirming message, but one that’s fun 
to be persuaded by when passing a 
couple of hours in the dark. v 
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SLIDE SHOW 
North Africa & The aon East 


to 


Join us for an exciting multimedia 
Presentation on the best that North Africa 
And the Middle East has to offer. 
Discover the magic of Morocco, 
the splendour of Lybia and Tunisia, 
the enchanting sights of Egypt and the 
historical treasures of Jordan and Syria. 
Don't miss this fantastic event. 


Tues, Nov 13th at 7:00pm 


Grant MacEwan College 
5-142 (105 Street Building off 104 Avenue) 
Admission By Donation 


EXPLORE! 
14-154, 


ih ¢—-] of =} 
Adventure Travel Centres 


Tel. 439-0024 ¢ 8412 - 109th Street 
ipl -]<-1-jer-] o]-t-meotelan) 








_ Are you feady fora 
' Career change? 


Want less stress? 
More meaningful work? 
More job satisfaction? 


Consider a well-paid career as a massage therapist. At our 
school, you will combine home study with monthly tutorials in 
Edmonton, so you can keep your day job! 


Excellent instructors, great results. 
Very affordable. 


MH Vicars School of Massage Therapy is now the best 
choice in Western Canada for any mature student looking 
for a career in the rapidly growing field of massage 
therapy. Our graduates are in great demand. Next class 

tarts in February, so call now to learn more. 


Call 491-0574 for FREE career information 
www.mhvicarsschool.com 








Heart of a Lion, strength of a little Lam) 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 
Rem Redford’s Lions for 

Lambs is an unusual war 

rama in that it barely has any 

war at all, and it borders on art house. 
With an Atom Egoyan-like structure, 
Redford splices together three seem- 
ingly disconnected scenes in a nonlin- 
ear cycle that appears aimlessly 
circular until the pieces match up, 
however loosely. 

In one chopped vignette, journalist 
Janine Roth (Meryl Streep) exclusively 
interviews young Republican Senator 
Irving (Tom Cruise looking and smil- 
ing a lot like Senator John Edwards) 
about a new tactic in Afghanistan 
orchestrated only to win approval rat- 
ings, and simultaneously draw sup- 
port of an Iranian invasion. He offers 
her no evidence but his word, and she 
fears she’s playing into another war 
the same way she did four years ago. 

Minced between it is another inter- 
view, one between poli-sci prof 
Stephen Malley (Redford) and Todd 
Hayes (Andrew Garfield), a sharp slack- 
er who hasn't seen his desk in weeks 
because he’s become disenchanted by 
the realities of US politics. Throughout 
their appointment, Dr Malley tries to 
regain his passion by referring to 
Emest and Arian. Who are they? 

Enter Ernest and Arian (Michael 
Pena and Derek Luke), two friends 
from poor communities who've decid- 
ed that the best way to understand 
their nation’s foreign policy is by 
dropping out of university and joining 
the armed forces. They just so happen 
to be on the platoon that is inaugurat- 
ing Senator Irving's new plan, as he 
explains it to Miss Roth. 

But between the three stories, the 
Cruise-Streep storyline is most fulfill- 
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LIONS FOR LAMBS 
DURECTED BY ROBERT REDFORD 

WRITTEN BY MATTHEW MICHAEL CARNAHAN 
STARRING TOM CRUISE, MERYL STREP 
ROBERT REDFORD 

wk 


PREVUE 


ing. The other two are either unim- 
portant or uninspired. 


WITHIN MOMENTS of the first scene, I 


immediately recognized it as lifted 
from Magnolia. Cruise even portrays 
the Senator with the same vigour he 
did Frank TJ Mackey, only without any 
redeeming qualities. Redford and 
Streep are excellent, and who could 
expect any less from them? It’s very 
odd, however, that these three knock- 
out performances share the screen 
with some pretty UPN teen drama 
performances by the second-genera- 
tion actors. 

Actually all the actors in the Afghan 
War scenes are bafflingly awful, forc- 
ing me to choose between gawking at 
their acting, the embarrassing CGI 





helicopters, or the unresearched ;, 
al combat straight out of Star Tre! 
As for the style, it will eithe, »,. 
appreciated or despised by movi; 
ers. As | said before, it’s border}; 
house. Lions is mostly an exchan 
dialogue between two peop|: 
scene at a time. It’s like a Nei! Lapy, 
War movie, without the pants-shiiii, 
ending. Redford’s ending, actually | 
about as open-ended as could | 
bly be. He takes our characters {o ; | 
crucial moment of decision-makir 
and then cuts to black. (Yet anothe 
reason audiencés will be polariz: 
What is most striking about 1 Lio) 
for Lambs is not its great or awful per- 
formances, nor it’s avant-garde style 
it’s the movie's timeliness. It is s 
evant to the political atmosphx 
today that it appears to have t 
made yesterday. If that were indeed 
true, it would account for the haste 
felt throughout the picture. It has a 
strong message more important now 
than ever, but too many missteps will : 
prevent that message from being 
heard. w 





Revolution is funny East of Bucharest| 


| DVDETECTIVE 


ar} 
== | BRIAN GIBSON 
hr dvdetectivevueweekly.com 


The two Romanian films of the past two 
years—Cristi Puiu’s The Death of Mr 
Lazarescu and Cristian Mungiu’s 4 
Months, 3 Weeks, and 2 Days—which 
deservedly wowed Cannes, sparking talk 
of a cinematic mini-renaissance in that 
corner of Eastern Europe, aren't light- 
hearted fare. Those who found humour in 
Puiu’s study of a slowly dying old man 
shunted from hospital to hospital were 
mining deep in the pitch-dark for some 
awfully black chunks of laughter. 
Mungiu’s is a devastating, relentless look 
at one woman’s struggle to get an abor- 
tion in Romania just before the Commu- 
nist era ended, when people are 
snatching and scraping for what little 
they can get. 

Corneliu Porumboiu’s first feature, 
12:08 East of Bucharest—now on DVD 
from Tartan—may start off slowly, among 
the peeled housefronts and battered 
streets of a small town that doesn’t look 
like it’s changed much since Dec 22, 
1989, but we're no longer in the capital, 
nor in the same mood as those two films. 
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FILM 


Sure, local teacher Tiberius Manescu 
(lon Sapdaru) owes a lot of people money 
and is just now groggily shaking himself 
out of a hangover. And Mr Piflcoci (Mircea 
Andreescu) is a pensioner in a cramped 
apartment, pissed off at local kids setting 
off firecrackers. But the deliciously under- 
stated comedy starts with TV station 
owner and call-in show host Virgil 
Jderescu (Teodor Corban), eager to find 
his classical mythology text jammed into 
his bookcase somewhere behind busts of 
Plato and Aristotle. Once he does, the 
high-minded, sententious fellow rings up 
someone, gets their recorded message 
and says, “I'm calling to say fuck your 
answering machine. Goodbye.” 

Manescu and Piflcoci are Jderescu’s 
guests, and he has them on so he can 
determine, this December day in 2005, 16 
years after the fall of the despot Ceaus- 
escu, “Was there a revolution or not in 
our town?” (Porumboiu explains in the 
director's commentary that he was 
inspired after seeing a 1999 TV show on 
the same topic.) Single-take, unmoving 
shots are replaced now by the tilting or 
drifting camera in the studio. There's no 
objectivity here, no fixed camera or fixed 
truth, as callers declare Manescu and 
three fellow teachers absent from any 
protests in the town square before 


| 
Ceausescu left office at 12:08, whi 
Manescu maintains he was there yo 

The lives of these three men in today’s 
Romania stand in eerie contras! 
Jderescu’s askew, but oddly sincere : 
effort to enter the backdrop of the pe } 
and figure out if the townspeople were 
part of the revolt that started in Timi: 
and Bucharest or just scared followe yes 
who joined in after Ceausescu was go’ 

Jderescu drops irrelevant classica' 
quotes and fatuous statements ("we lov? 
the truth, it’s healthy"), then snaps bitte’ 
ly at the cameraman during a commercial 
break. A band of musicians would rathe 
play a Latin tune than a sombre Roman 
ian piece. The local Chinese immigrat' 
shopkeeper, the brunt of casual racis" 
gets the last word after summing up the 
shabby capitalism that has settled in—"® 
sells firecrackers to the kids becaus®. 
simply, it’s “supply and demand.” 

A wryly funny, surreal take on 2" 
epochal event, 12:08 Fast of Buchat®s' 
reminds us that revolutions aren't alw2/s 
grand, ideal affairs to be nostalgic abou" 
but can involve the mundane and the '"' 
ial, moments argued or regretted Andy 
then life moves on, in its strange, beau! 
ful way, as the snow falls on the tow". | 
streetlights flicker and the camera retu'" | 
to its slow, steady gaze. v f 
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GIBSON / brian@vueweokly.com 
at's the line in cinema between pon- 
ous and pondering, between stagna- 
ion and stillness? It's easy, if you can't go 
jth a very different flow, to see the non- 
sinstream as pools of still water not 
ning very deep. But some of the best 
ims ever made about grief or disconnec- 
ion (Maborosi, Distant) are shrouded in a 
se of reflection, a calm that never 
scomes bogged down in the boring or 
urposeless. Then there are the films 
yoked into an arty vacuum created by 
ard, theatrical pauses that bubble 
er scenes, swallowing up the illusion of 
ow" ness, of immediacy and believabili- 
/ that most films rely on. 
Acts of Imagination suffers from 
hese dramatic black holes, but also from 
dialogue and overly intense camer- 
work. From the opening frames, the cam- 
4 offers pore-needling close-ups to try to 
xplain the emotional make-up of these 
haracters. Katya (Stephanie Hayes) and 
Wher brother Jaroslaw (Billy Marchenski) 
ive together in a Vancouver apartment, 
but she falls into reveries where she 
ecomes their mother back in the Ukraine, 
ile Jaroslaw is eager to ignore their 
jast and build a future with Korean immi- 
rant Seuchong (Maki Nagisa). 
‘The mix of emotions swirling in the sib- 
ings is murky. God knows what draws 
ese people into each other's orbit—why 























loes Katya strike up a relationship with 
Pakistani immigrant Aashir (Julian 
amusl}? We also have to accept strangers 
‘onnecting in seconds or tolerate people 
pouting such earnest phrases as, “You 
lave to free yourself from her" or, “You 
um me inside-out.” People are direct here 
ithout any subtlety, as if they're speaking 
.; (22S! to prod the plot forward. 
Hayes can be intriguing as Katya, but 
Ne rest of the cast has a stiffer, more 
ard time of it. The film uses Ukraini- 
i Hees collective trauma of the Great 
ine for little more than speech mate- 
ial, while its title is left dangerously 
iclear—to toss out the idea that the 









past and forgiveness are based on imag- 
ining is to flirt with the deniability of suf- 
fering and confuse history with fantasy. 

The most interesting and only semi- 
developed idea is that the immigrant 
experience demands self-delusion for sur- 
vival, that Canadian multiculturalism 
means a newcomer may have to make a 
near-psychotic break from the traditions 
and deep truths of their home and native 
land. But then Acts of Imagination ends in 
a splashed muddle of immigrant near- 
equivalency: Katya, Aashir, Jaroslaw and 
Suechong meet, talk, kind of connect and 
are thrown apart, left to trickle away. 


FRED CLAUS 

DIRECTED BY DAVID OOBKIN 

WRITTEN BY DAN FOGELMAN, JESSIE WELSON 
STARRING PAUL GIAMATTI VINCEVAUGHN 
tetktok 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@yueweekly.com 

Movie trailers often unintentionally betray 
the films they're trying to sell; using only 
clips that will draw in a film's target audi- 
ence, we're given a laundry list of scenes 
(The exciting clip from the climax! The 
plot-summarizing line of dialogue! That big 
kiss! A snappy one-liner!), but very little of 
a film’s unique qualities. 

The trailers for Fred Claus are as typi- 
cal as they come: we see secret agent 
elves mistakenly beat up Vince Vaughn, 
witness a difficult family dinner and 
watch a few other clips that would 
appeal to children but make the rest of us 
cringe. What a pleasant surprise then, 
that Fred Claus is far better than these 
glimpses suggest. 

The plot's pretty basic, but they make 
the most of it: When Santa became a 
saint, not only did he become ageless, 
but so did his immediate family. So in the 
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modern world, Santa’s older brother Fred 
(Vaughn) works as a repo-man, trying to 
make his dream of owning a casino a 
reality while remaining blissfully removed 
from the jollier side of the family—until a 
stint in jail forces him to call his festive 
younger brother (Paul Giamattti), who 
demands he work off his bail up at the 
North Pole. While at Santa’s workshop he 
disrupts the workflow, teaches the elves 
to let loose a bit and ends up—you 
guessed it—trying to save Christmas. 
Despite the run-of-the-mill plot, 
though, fred Claus is a charming success, 
and it’s because the little surprises— 
saved from a trailer’s numbing repeti- 


tion—make the movie appealing to more 
than just children. 

Kevin Spacey is fantastic in the role of 
“efficiency expert” Mr Northcut, sent by 
the unnamed board to check on the North 
Pole. He's delightfully deadpan, even 
while talking about nonsense like out- 
sourcing Christmas to the South Pole or 
firing the Easter bunny. Paul Giamatti, 
too, makes a better Santa than the indus- 
try benchmark, Tim Allen. Not that Allen's 
a difficult man to outdo in the big red 
Suit, but Giamatti fleshes the jolly old guy 
out well, making him seem less like a 
red-robed caricature and more like a real 
guy who just happens to be Santa 

The only acting disappointment was 
Vaughn; he sleepwalks through the role 
of Fred, retreading the usual “reactionary 
wiseguy with a quick tongue” schtick that 
got him through O/d School. But the 
strong supporting cast carries him 
through, wraps the simple plot up with a 
bright red bow and makes Fred Claus a 
present you actually want to get for the 
holidays. 


LARS AND THE REAL GIRL 
DIRECTED BY CRAIG GILLESPIE 

WRITTEN BY NANCY OLIVER 

STARRING AYAN GOSLING, PAUL SCHNEIDER 
totototk 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 

The cinematic body, in all its signifying 
glory, does not merely communicate 
through inimitable gesture and sound, but 
also as a reflective surface upon which 
the presence of other bodies, those of 
other characters and the audience, can be 
felt. There's a lot to be said, or at least 
half-assed paraphrased from several aca- 
demic texts regarding the theory; its also 
modestly expressed in Craig Gillespie's 
Lars and the Real Girl, a dark comedy 
that measures the affect of the artificial. 

Lars (Half-Nelson’s Ryan Gosling, last 
year's Oscar “didn’t-win-but-should-have” 
toast) is‘a reclusive, bumbling office joe liv- 
ing in the garage of his brother Gus (Paul 
Schneider) and his wife Karin (Emily Mor- 
timer). Lars’s peers in his hometown admire 
and reach out to him, but he'd rather hide 
from all of them, even his sweetheart co- 
worker Margo (Kelli Garner). 

That's until one day a casket-size box 
arrives on Lars’s doorstep. Inside, Lars 
finds his custom-designed girlfriend, Bian- 
ca, a remarkably beautiful plastic brunette 
lovedoll he ordered from the internet 
Instead of screwing Bianca and hiding her 
away in the closet, Lars introduces her as 
his new wheelchair-bound companion, at 
first to the dismay of his family. 

Upon the guidance of Dr Dagmar (the 
dazzling-as-always Patricia Clarkson) and 
her own good nature, pregnant Karin will- 
fully reaches out to Bianca. She is 
rewarded not only as Lars suddenly 
allows her a glimpse into the privacy of 
his emotions, but also gains an opportunt- 
ty to test the will and thoughtfulness of 
the townspeople. Soon enough, Bianca 
joins the church, attends parties and 
lands a sales job. Meanwhile, Dr Dagmar 
insists to Lars that Bianca has a low 
blood pressure and has to visit her regu- 


FILM 


larly for treatments; while Bianca “rests,” 
Lars opens up about his deceased mother 
and other tidbits of his psyche. 

It's great fun to watch the events of 
Lars and the Real Girl unfold. \t’s fascinat- 
ingly staged for the screen, with all the 
delightful weirdness of the domestic 
sphere stated in the quiet lives and interi- 
or spaces of the characters. The indie 
cast of Gosling, Schneider, Mortimer, and 
Clarkson demonstrate their effortless reli- 
ability in making such quirks appear nor- 
mal (and/or vice versa). Unlike a Wes 
Anderson sleeper, the cast doesn’t duke it 
out for the most weird, discomforting per- 
formance; the cast’s energy is literally 
cozy and familial in making Lars and Bian- 
cas antics appear endearing 


REMAR 


The most startling result of the whole 
experiment is Bianca's colourful and multi- 
faceted presence in both the visual and nar- 
rative sense. Her body is framed to compare 
to those of the living, breathing actors, as 
though she were as capable to reach out or 
speak out loud. It’s precisely the fact that 
she cannot that causes the dilemma; like 
the stuffed birds in Norman Bates's drawing 
room, the visual medium has imposed the 
threat of the illogical, non-organic body. 

Casting Bianca as a member of the fam- 
ily snags such a theoretical ball of wax and 
discovers a double bind. By the end of the 
film, it isn’t necessarily that, like Lars, the 
viewer believes Bianca to be real, but 
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rather the desire to escape our rational 
minds and do so has essentially been 
created. 


P2 

DIRECTED BY FRANCK KHALFOUN 

WRITTEN BY ALEXANDRE JA, GREGORY LEVASSEUR 
STARRING RACHEL NICHOLS, WES BENTLEY 

* 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

If you're going to make the antagonist of 
your horror film a real person, it’s proba- 
bly a good idea to give him some kind of 
motivation. Fiendishly twisted, murderous 
psychopaths like Michael Myers might be 
able to get away with I’killing pour 
I'killing, but bad guys with car payments 
need some sort of reason to start tying up 
and dismembering people. 

Thomas (Wes Bentley), the lonely park- 
ing garage security guard who decides to 
spend his Christmas Eve terrorizing 
white-collar exec Angela (Rachel Nichols) 
in P2, is most certainly a real-world bad 
guy, but believability pretty much ends 
with his uniform. Thomas doesn’t seem to 
have any reason to abduct and psycholog- 
ically torture someone outside of the fact 
that he’s tremendously, outrageously, 
play-dolly-with-your-passed-out-body 
insane—and he doesn’t seem to have 
any reason to be insane except that a 13- 
minute movie about a woman driving her 
BMW home to Christmas dinner would be 
a pretty obtuse horror flick. 

The mindless psychosis of the villain 
keeps P2 from being anything other than a 
boilerplate procedural, which it pulls off 
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occasionally: there's a pretty wickedly 
gruesome Killing early on, and the passive, 
calm-eyed creepiness that made Bentley 
the quintessential artistic outsider in 
American Beauty gives a certain spook to 
his murderous loner. Still, a change of set- 
ting adds nothing new to the pretty-girl- 
funs-from-the-killer format so pervasive in 
bad horror; by the time he is 18, the aver- 
age North American male will have seen 
more than 35 attractive young blondes flee 
from a deranged psychopath. 

The lack of anything deeper is really 
annoying more than anything else. There 
are some interesting subtexts here—the 
blue-collar, working-through-the-holidays 
security guard versus the white collar, 
loaded-up-with-shopping-bags exec, for 
instance—but director Franck Khalfoun 
and writers Alexandre Aja and Gregory 
Levasseur “, the creative team behind 
middling gorefests Haut Oe Tension and 
The Hills Have Eyes,” are pretty much con- 
tent to say nothing more than that dark, 
dank parking garages staffed by psychotic 
loners are creepy. 


NOW PLAYING 


AMERICAN GANGSTER 

DIRECTED BY RIDLEY SCOTT 

WRITTEN BY STEVEN ZAILLIAN 

STARRING DENZEL WASHINGTON, RUSSELL CROWE 
ket 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 
Harlem, 1968: Frank Lucas (Denzel Wash- 
ington) challenges the drug cartel monop- 
olized by the Italian mafia and, by the 
early ‘70s, creates a heroin empire worth 
$1 million daily. Using the American mili- 
tary as a mule, he smuggles hundreds of 
kilos of top-grade heroin from Vietnam, 
which he sells in baggies labelled Blue 
Magic: “It's twice as good at half the 
price.” He imports his extended North 
Carolina family to run the family busi- 
ness, and he dresses modestly and unpre- 
tentiously to ensure his cover is never 
blown, however, his best cover is skin 
deep—no black man has accomplished 
what Lucas has in this industry before. 
Across the border in New Jersey, 
Detective Richie Roberts (Russell Crowe), 
a stupid father but brilliant officer, is pro- 
moted to head of the drug department 
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until landing on Frank Lucas. Jy 
Lucas hoped for, Roberts doubts this )\s,; 
man could be so successful, and he oy 
chases him to get to his provider. 
Screenwriter Steven Zaillian dese, 
plenty of recognition for craftily str 
ing American Gangster to tell two jn 
pendent storylines driving towards w39, 
other until they collide at the end. |t 
some time to set up the various plot 
ing from all angles, but by the end, yo 
hardly realize you've been sitting for 1g 
minutes because you've been racing 
absorbent climax. 


When Lucas and Roberts are finally : 


after proving himself uncorrupted, a ;,) 
of the times. With his handpicked Eh i 
officers, he sifts through the susp; 


the same room, the strugale for power | 
palpable. Even though most of the {ii 
rapid and raw} it's this final exchange 
dialogue between the two sitting ac; 
a table that is most fulfilling. And (h 
couldn't have been accomplished wit 
the dense buildup. 

Often appearing as backgroun 
news Images, the Vietnam War is :eall 
the driving force, not just because Luca: 
entire business would collapse wit 
its continuation, but also becau: 
encapsulates the American zeitgeist on 
both fronts. The moral apathy regarding 
violent crimes in broad daylight on busy 
streets, all of which are based on true 
events, could only be supported by a qiis 
ly war across the world. 

Ridley Scott directs American Gano 
ster with an authentic griminess remin 
cent of films by Martin Scorcese and 
Sidney Lumet in the cynic ‘70s, and | 
Scott's best film since Black Hawk Down. | 


BEE MOVIE 
DIRECTED BY STEVEN HICKNER, SIMON J SMITH 
WRITTEN BY JERRY SEINFELD, SPIKE FERESTEN, 
BARRY MARDER, ANDY ROBIN 
STARRING SEINFELD, RENEE ZELLWEGER, t 
MATTHEW BRODERICK . 
tek Y 
y 
JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com \ 
There wasn’t as much obnoxious, vuldé! | 
child laughter as expected at an open) 
weekend matinee of Dreamworks’ latest 
animated small-creatures-made-big °) | 
Bee Movie, starring and co-written 
Jerry Seinfeld; I'd expect about the same! 
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funny, and plenty of those 
ected by the middle-class for 
class (including Adam laying 
Us / about his new crush on Vanes- 
jot a wasp, is she? Your par- 
kill you!"). But the whole ordeal 
ile painstaking; what could have 
in appropriate five-minute opener 
Todd Haynes’ new Bob Dylan 
turns into an exhausting hour-and- 
rverse anthropomorphism. 
‘ome folks dig that sort of thing. 
ifrey, who voices the bit part 
umbledon, announced she'll 
ash another bee now that the 
up call of Bee Movie has enlight- 
her And if that helps take your mind 
landfill of plastic kids-themed pop- 
buckets, I’m all for it. 
greatest thrill of Bee Movie is at the 
imy of bees carries an airplane 
ety, right before claiming their 
in the production of honey. It's about 
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THE COMEBACKS (14A) 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00 


| CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 | 


120 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 


ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE 
(PG, violence) 

Fri-Sat 1:30, 4:15, 6:50, 9:20, 11:45; 
Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:15, 6:50, 9:20 


THE KINGDOM (14A, violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:20, 6:55, 9:40, 12:05; 
Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:20, 6:55, 9:40 


GOOD LUCK CHUCK (184, sexual 
content) 

Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:25, 7:05, 9:30, 11:40; 
Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:25, 7:05, 9:30 


3:10 TO YUMA (14A, violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:25, 4:10, 7:20, 9:55, 12:20, 
Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:10, 7:20, 9:55 


HALLOWEEN (184A, brutal violence, 
gory scenes) 
Fri-Sat 9:15, 11:50; Sun-Thu 9:15 


STARDUST (PG, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for children) Fri-Sat 
1:20, 4:05, 6:45, 9:25, 11:55; Sun-Thu 
1:20, 4:05, 6:45, 9:25 

UNDERDOG (G) 

Daily 2:05, 4:50, 7:00 


THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (144) 
Fri-Sat 1:50, 4:40, 7:15, 9:45, 12:15; 
Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:40, 7:15, 9:45 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 
(PG) Fri-Sat 2:00, 4:55, 7:30, 9:30, 
11:35; Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:55, 7:30, 9:30 


HAIRSPRAY (PG) 
Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:35, 7:05, 9:50, 12:10; 
Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:35, 7:05, 9:50 


1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU 
CHUCK AND LARRY (14A) 

Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:45, 7:25, 10:00, 12:20; 
Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:45, 7:25, 10:00 


RATATOUILLE (G) 
Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:30, 7:10, 9:35, 12:00; 
Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:30, 7:10, 9:35 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children) 
Fri-Sat 12:30, 4:10, 7:35, 10:50; Sun- 
Thu 12:30, 4:10, 7:35 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 

14231 137th Avenue, 732-2236 
FRED CLAUS (PG, no passes) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:00, 1:45, 4:00, 
4:45, 6:50, 7:30, 9:30, 10:15; Tue 1:45, 


4:00, 4:45, 6:50, 7:30, 9:30, 10:15; Star 
and Strollers screening: Tue 1:00 
LIONS FOR LAMBS (144) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:50, 4:15, 7:10, 
9:35; Tue 4:15, 7:10, 9:35; Star and 
Strollers screening: Tue 1:00 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184, no 

















passes) 
Daily 12:40, 2:30, 4:10, 6:40, 8:30, 
10:10 


BEE MOVIE (G, no passes) 
Daily 12:30, 1:15, 2:00, 3:00, 3:45, 
4:30, 5:30, 6:20, 8,00, 8:45, 10:30 


MARTIAN CHILD (G) 
Daily 7:15, 9:45 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Daily 1:40, 4:50, 7:25, 9:50 


SAW IV (184, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) 
Daily 12:45, 3:10, 5:20, 7:50, 10:35 


30 DAYS OF NIGHT (184, gory 


scenes) 
Daily 2:10, 5:00, 7:40, 10:25 


GONE BABY GONE (14A, coarse 
language, violence) 
Daily 7:00, 9:40 


WE OWN THE NIGHT (14A, brutal 
violence, sexual content, substance 
abuse) 

Daily 1:30, 4:40, 7:20, 10:05 

THE GAME PLAN (G) 





THE ASSASSINATION OF JESSE 
JAMES BY THE COWARD 
~ ROBERT FORD (144) 


Daily 2:20, 6:30, 10:00 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1525-99 St, 436-8585 


SAAWARIYA (PG, Hindi W/E.S.T) 
Daily 12:15, 4:00, 8:00 


FRED CLAUS (PG, no passes) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:40, 1:40, 3:40, 
4:40, 6:40, 7:40, 9:40, 10:30; Tue 1:40, 
3:40, 4:40, 6:40, 7:40, 9:40, 10:30; Star 
and Strollers screening: Tue 1:00 

OM SHANTI OM (STC, Hindi 
WES.) 

Dally 12:45, 4:45, 8:45 


P2 (STC) 
Dally 2:00, 5:00, 7:50, 10:20 


LIONS FOR LAMBS (14A) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:30, 3:50, 6:50, 
9:20; Tue 3:50, 6:50, 9:20; Star and 
Strollers screening: Tue 1:00 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184, no 


passes) 

Dally 12:30, 2:30, 4:30, 6:30, 8:15, 
10:10 

BEE MOVIE (G, no passes) 

Daily 12:15, 1:00, 1:45, 2:45, 4:15, 
5:15, 6:45, 7:45, 9:15, 10:00 
MARTIAN CHILD (G) 

Daily 1:10, 6:30 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 

Daily 12:20, 3:10, 7:00, 9:30 

SAW IV (184, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) 

Daily 3:15, 5:45, 8:10, 10:30 

30 DAYS OF NIGHT (18, gory 
scenes) 

Dally 1:20, 4:10, 7:20, 10:15 
GONE BABY GONE (14A, coarse 
language, violence) 

Daily 3:45, 9:10 

WE OWN THE NIGHT (144, brutal 
violence, sexual content, substance 
abuse) 


Fri-Tue, Thu 1:15, 4:20, 7:10, 9:50; Wed 


1:15, 4:20, 9:50 


INTO THE WILD (144) 
Daily 12:50, 4:50, 8:30 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 
SYDNEY WHITE (PG) 


Fri 4:40, 7:30, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:40, 


7:30, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:30, 9:50 


BALLS OF FURY (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Daily 9:10 

MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY (G) 

Fri 4:45, 6:45, 9:00; Sat-Sun 12:30, 
2:30, 4:45, 6:45, 9:00; Mon-Thu 6:45, 
9:00 

SUPERBAD (138A, coarse language, 
crude content, substance abuse) 

Fri 4:30, 7:10, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:45, 
4:30, 7:10, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:40 
STARDUST (PG, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for children) 


Fri, Mon-Thu 6/40, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:50, 


3:45, 6:40, 9:20 
THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (14A) 


Fri 4:15, 7:00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:15, 


7:00, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:30 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:20; Sat-Sun 2:00, 7:20 


HAIRSPRAY (PG) 


Fri 4:00, 6:30; Sat-Sun 1:15, 4:00, 6:30; 


Mon-Thu 6:30 

HARRY POTTER AND THE 
ORDER OF THE PHOENIX (PG, 
frightening scenes, not recommended 
for young children) 

Fri-Sun 4:10, 9:15; Mon-Thu 9:15 


RATATOUILLE (G) 
Fri 4:20, 7:15, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:20, 
Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:45 


LIONS FOR LAMBS (144) 
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Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 1:00, 3:40, 
6:40, 9:10 

AMERICAN GANGSTER (184, no 
passes) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri-Sun 12:30, 4:00, 
7:45; Mon-Thu 12:30, 4:00, 7:45 


DEATH AT A FUNERAL (144, coarse 
language) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri-Sun 1:10, 3:50, 
6:30, 9:00; Mon 1:10, 3:50, 10:00; Tue- 
Thu 1:10, 3:50 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
OTS Digital Dally 1:20, 4:10, 7:10, 10:00 


SAW IV (184, brutal violence, gory 
Scenes, disturbing content) 

DTS Digital Fri, Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:40, 
7:30; Sat 7:30 


90 DAYS OF NIGHT (139A, gory 
scenes) 
OTS Digital Daily 9:40 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
DTS Digital Dally 1:40, 4:30, 6:50, 9:30 


LARS AND THE REAL GIRL (PG) 
DTS Digital Daily 1:30, 4:20, 7:20, 9:50 


THE ASSASSINATION OF JESSE 
JAMES BY THE COWARD 
ROBERT FORD (14) 

DTS Digital Daily 12:50, 4:10, 8:00 


BEE MOVIE (G) 

DTS Digital, no passes Fri-Sun 12:35, 
2:40, 4:50, 7:00, 9:20; Mon-Thu 12:35, 
2:40, 4:50, 7:00, 9:20 


OPERA: LA BOHEME (Classification 
not available) 
Sat 1:00 


STAR TREK: THE MENAGERIE (G) 
Tue 7:30; Thu 7:30, 10:30 


GARTH BROOKS: LIVE IN CON- 
CERT (Classification not available) 
Exclusive Engagement Wed 7:00 


CLAREVIEW 10 
4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 


P2 (STC) 
Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:20, 6:50, 9:45; Mon-Thu 
4:20, 6:50, 9:45 


30 DAYS OF NIGHT (18A, gory 
scenes) 

Fri-Sun 1:25, 4:25, 7:05, 9:30; Mon-Thu 
4:25, 7:05, 9:30 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:30, 7:20, 9:40; Mon-Thu 
4:30, 7:20, 9:40 


LIONS FOR LAMBS (144) 
Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:40, 7:10, 9:35; Mon-Thu 
4:40, 7:10, 9:35 


BEE MOVIE (G) 

On 2 Screens Fri-Sun 12:30, 1:00, 2:40, 
3:50, 4:50, 6:30, 7:00, 8:45, 9:15; Mon- 
Thu 3:50, 4:50, 6:30, 7:00, 8:45, 9:15 


SAW IV (18A, brutal violence, gory 
‘scenes, disturbing content) 

Fri-Sun 12:40, 3:00, 5:10, 7:25, 9:50; 
Mon-Thu 5:10, 7:25, 9:50 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (154) 

On 2 Screens Fri-Sun 12:50, 1:40, 4:10, 
5:00, 7:30, 8:30; Mon-Thu 4:10, 5:00, 
7:30, 8:30 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:00, 6:40, 9:20; Mon-Thu 
4:00, 6:40, 9:20 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


FRED CLAUS (PG, no passes) 
Fri 4:15, 7:15, 10:00; Sat-Mon 12:40, 
4:15, 7:15, 10:00; Tue-Thu 7:15, 10:00 


LIONS FOR LAMBS (14/) 
Fri 4:30, 7:10, 10:15; Sat-Mon 1:20, 
4:30, 7:10, 10:15; Tue-Thu 7:10, 10:15 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (164, no 


passes) 
Fri 4:00, 8:00; Sat-Mon 12:00, 4:00, 
8:00; Tue-Thu 8:00 


BEE MOVIE (G, no passes) 

Fri 4:10, 5:00, 7:00, 7:30, 9:20, 9:50; 
Sat-Mon 12:10, 1:00, 2:30, 4:10, 5:00, 
7:00, 7:30, 9:20, 9:50; Tue-Thu 7:00, 
7:30, 9:20, 9:50 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 

Fri 3:40, 7:20, 9:40; Sat-Mon 1:10, 
3:40, 7:20, 9:40; Tue-Thu 7:20, 9:40 
SAW IV (18A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) 





Fri 4:40, 7:40, 10:20; Sat-Mon 1:30, 
4:40, 7:40, 10:20; Tue-Thu 7:40, 10:20 


WE OWN THE NIGHT (144, brutal 
violence, sexuai content, substance 
abuse) 

Fri 3:50, 6:50, 9:45; Sat-Mon 12:50, 
3:50, 6:50, 9:45; Tue-Thu 6:50, 9:45 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 
Fri 4:20, 7:05, 9:30; Sat-Mon 12:30, 
4:20, 7:05, 9:30; Tue-Thu 7:05, 9:30 


ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG, not 
recommended for children) 

Fri 3:30, 6:40, 10:10; Sat-Mon 12:20, 
3:30, 6:40, 10:10; Tue-Thu 6:40, 10:10 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 


INTO THE WILD (144) 
Daily 6:45, 9:30; Sat Sun Mon 2:00 


| __ GRANDINTHEATRE —_—| 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill 
Ave, St. Albert, 458-9822. 


DATE OF ISSUE ONLY: THU, NOV. 
a 
30 DAYS OF NIGHT (18A, gory 


scenes) 
Thu, Nov 8; 1:15 9:05 


ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG, not 
recommended for childreri) 
Thu, Nov 8 3:45 6:30 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 
Thu, Nov 8: 12:55 3:00 5:00 7:05 
9:10 


THE COMEBACKS (144) 
Thu, Nov 8; 3:25 


SAW IV (184, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, and disturbing content, no 
passes) 

Thu, Nov 8: 1:25 5:25 7:25 9:25 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184, no 


passes) 
Thu, Nov 8; 1:30 4:25 7:30 


BEE MOVIE (G, no passes) 
Thu, Nov 8; 12:45 2:45 4:45 6:45 
8:30 


LEDUC CINEMAS 
4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat, Sun 1;00, 3:30 


THE BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat, Sun 1:10, 3:20 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (18A) 
Fri Sat 6:55, 10:00; Sun-Thu 7:20; Sat 
Sun 1:20 


DAN IN REAL LIVE (PG) 
Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat, Sun 1:05, 3:25 


MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 
Camrose, 780-608-2144 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Daily 7:05 9:15; Sat, Sun 2:05 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 7:15 9;05; Sat, Sun 2:15 


AMERICAN GANGSTER(18A) 
Dally 7:30; Sat, Sun 1:50 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 
Daily 7:10 9:10; Sat, Sun 2:10 


RENDITION (144. violence) 
Daily 7:00 9:20; Sat, Sun 2:00 


MAGIC LANTERN-SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St, Spruce Grove, 972-2332 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat Sun Mon 2:00 


| METRO CINEMA 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 
425-9212 


ACTS OF IMAGINATION (144) 
Sat, Mon, Wed 9:15; Fri, Sun, Tue 7:00 


PIERROT LE FOU (STC) 
Fri, Sun, Tue 9:00; Sat, Mon, Wed 7:00 


DR. STRANGELOVE, OR HOW | 
LEARNED TO STOP WORRYING 
AND LOVE THE BOMB (PG) 

Sun 2:00 


FULL METAL JACKET (184, coarse 
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language and graphic violence} 
Sun 4:00 
PERIOD: THE END OF 


MENSTRUATION? (STC) 
Thu 7:00 


[PRINCESS ns 7. a] 
10837-82 Ave, 433-0728 


THE DARJEELING LIMITED (14A) 
Daily 7:00, 9:10; Sat Sun Mon 2:30; no 
7:00 show on Wed, Nov. 14 
LUST CAUTION (R) 

Fri 6:30, 9:30; Sat Sun 2:00, 
Mon 2:00, 7:30 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


FRED CLAUS (PG, no passes) 

Fri-Tue 7:00, 10:10; Fri-Tue, Thu 12:20, 
3:45, 7:00, 10:10; Wed 3:45, 7:00, 
10:10; Star and Strollers screening: Wed 
1:00 


LIONS FOR LAMBS (144) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 12:50, 3:15, 7:30, 10:15; 
Wed 4:00, 7:30, 10:15; Star and 
Strollers screening: Wed 1:00 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184, no 
passes) 

Daily 12:15, 2:30, 4:00, 6:30, 8:00, 
10:20 


6:30, 9:30; 





BEE MOVIE (G, no passes) 
Daily 12:00, 12:45, 1:30, 2:25, 4:15, 
4:50, 6:40, 7:15, 9:30, 9:45 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Daily 12:10, 3:00, 7:25, 9:40 


SAW IV (18A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) 
Daily 3:05, 5:30, 7:45, 10:30 


30 DAYS OF NIGHT (184, cory 
scenes) 

Daily 12:05, 4:10, 6:50, 9:50 

WE OWN THE NIGHT (144 brutal 
Violence, sexual content, substance 
abuse) 

Daily 1:20, 4:45, 7:40, 10:30 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 
Daily 12:40, 3:30 


TRANSFORMERS: THE IMAX 
EXPERIENCE (PG, violence not rec- 
ommended for young children) 
Fri-Sun 12:30, 3:45, 7:00, 10:05 


ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG, not 
recommended for children) 
Daily 12:20, 3:50, 7:10, 10:25 


BEOWULF: AN IMAX 3D EXPERI- 
ENCE (STC, no passes) 
Thu 9:30, 12:05 

WESTMOUNT CENTRE 

11 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8725 
BEE MOVIE (G, no passes) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri 7:10, 9:20; Sat- 
Sun 1:10, 3:25, 7:10, 9:20; Mon-Tue, 
Thu 7:10, 9:20; DTS Digital Wed 7:10 
9:20 
FRED CLAUS (PG) 


Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 6:50, 
9:30; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:35, 6:50, 9:30 
AMERICAN GANGSTER (138A, no 
passes) 

DTS Digital, Fri 7:30; Sat-Sun 12:45, 
4:00, 7:30; Mon-Thu 7:30 
MARTIAN CHILD (G) 

DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Tue, Thu 7:00, 
9,35; Sat-Sun 1:20, 3:45, 7:00, 9:35 


GARTH BROOKS: LIVE IN CON- 
CERT (STC) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Wed 7:00 


780-352-3922 
FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat, Sun 1:00, 3:30 
THE BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat, Sun 1:10, 3:20 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (154) 
Fri Sat 6:55, 10:00; Sun-Thu 7:20; Sat 
Sun 1:20 


GONE BABY GONE (144, coarse 
language, violence) 
Daily 7:05, 9:30; Sat, Sun 1:05, 3:25 
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Pride Tiger is dancing and 


drinking 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

or an ex-member of arguably the 
Pees Canadian metal band 

ever—3 Inches of Blood—giving 
up on the hilarious trappings of heavy 
metal culture doesn’t come easily. So 
when Pride Tiger, a band that counts 
three former 3 Inches of Blood mem- 
bers among its ranks, took to the stage 
for a Halloween show, the musicians 
were well equipped to play the roles 
they had invented for themselves 





and getting Jucky 


SAT, NOV 10(8 PM) 


bit 

— 

= | PRIDE TIGER 

ec | WITH LONG WAY DOWN, HOLLERADO 
| STARLITE ROOM $12 


“We had a show in Toronto with a 
bunch of great bands. We dressed up 
as a Scandinavian black metal band 
with the corpse paint,” explains 
singer-drummer Matt Wood, before 
going into further detail about what 


corpse paint is for the benefit of thi 
under-informed writer. “It’s like 
grease paint—they black out thei 
eyes and white their faces so they 
look like they're dead. It’s kind of 
funny, it’s a bit much.” 

When I asked Wood if he thought 
metal was always a bit much, even 
while he was a member of 3 Inches, he 
replied, “I think that’s definitely part o! 
its appeal, it’s a good part of it.” 

Part of Pride Tiger's appeal seems \ 








PREVUE / SUN, NOV 11 (8 PM) / PAUL DEVRO / WITH DVAS, DJ NIK 7 / HALO, $10 Being as how Remembrance Day normally} 


begins on a pretty sombre, depressing, silent note, it's probably best to end it on a pretty fucking awesome, uplifting, loud on?-| 


pop hits and pretty much anything else he can get an ass-shaking groove out of—which, given his evident skill, is pretty much an\”| 


thing with a beat. And considering he'll be spinning after known party harbingers Nik 7 and DVAS, it’s likely to be one hell of a 1 
ous dance party—because, hey, it’s not like you have to get up early on Monday anyway. Remembrance Day long weekend! —DAV! 


BEARY / david@vueweekly.com 


| 
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MUSIC 


Vancouver-based DJ Paul Devro will be bringing the noise, spinning his Mad Decent-approved mix of hyphy, funk, baile, ghettotec! | 

















et on down to the 
its latest album, 
real party record, 
riffage and attitude 
oulds it into some- 
its own. The band—which 


of its party appeal, and 
liters its way down into 
even to the cover of The 
h features a couple of 
* people having a laugh 
dat while dancing. 

hose are friends of ours,” Wood 
‘of the people on the cover. “That 
e was taken by Bobby's girl- 
d. it's just a candid shot of a 
mnch of people we know at a party. 
'g kind of like [the song] ‘The Lucky 
jnes'—lyrically the song is about 
ncing and drinking, friends and cel- 


” 


| FAL, PRIDE TIGER has been all about 
mends and celebrating since the 
joment it began. The band met over 
members’ shared love of vinyl, 
pecially the older stuff which has 
ispired the band to such a degree, 
nd has been keeping the party spirit 

f the decade alive since starting to 
Jay shows in the back of a screen 
inting shop. Wood says that the 
iny-loving group is extremely excited 
hat its album has finally come out on 
wax to be enjoyed the way it ought to 
be—with a stylus and finicky speakers. 
“You gotta have something to hold 

tn your hands, and CDs ain't nothing. 
fou can burn any old thing on a CD, 
but a record is different. I like how 
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they sound, how they look, the whole 
thing is just so much cooler than a 

CD," he says. “One of the coolest 
things to me is that you can go out and 
buy a record for two dollars, and it 
doesn’t matter what it is because it’s 
two dollars. The amount of music you 
can get into because you don’t have to 
spend 25 bucks on a CD—I mean, you 
can pick up a record at a thrift store for 
a buck because you like one song on 
it, and you can get it home and decide 
you like the whole album.” 


vu 62) 


““So is Calgary man—yeah, I'm gonna 


















And although you'll likely be hard- 
pressed to find The Lucky Ones in a 
dollar bin at a thrift store anytime 
soon, you can probably pick one up for 
a modest markup when the band 
swings through town this weekend. 
Wood says he’s looking forward to it. 

“Edmonton’s a really good city,” he 
Says, before committing a cardinal sin. 


be that guy—but I really dig going to 
Alberta, it's always amazing. I'm look- 
ing forward to it a lot.” vw 


DECEMBER 6 
SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
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GENERAL ADMISSION 
BUY AT TIiIonN.com 
mm Live Big eL: 


All dates, acts and ticket prices subject to change with 


out notice. A service charge will be added to each ticket 








ex [LYve nation 


~ WwW. thSontyhandetter: Cott 
www. myspace. com/alexisonfike 
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10551- ned Avenue ¢ {Upstairs} - -432-0314 


kokanece pints and 
hiballs til 10:30pm 


Y! NOT WEDNESDAYS 


$1 HIBALLS TILL 11PM 


THIS WEEK: 
FRIDAY NOV 9: 


TH BAYONETS! & THE SECRETARIES 
SATURDAY NOV 10: 


eecee eoeecesesseces 


THEM DAMN COVOTES 


WITH HOLLYWOOD ASSASSYNS & LIPHT 
SUNDAY NOV 11: 


seecoesoescesscesecee 


WITH BOATS! TIM GILBERSO 
AND THE MABE BIRTLES PROJEDT 


UPCOMING: 
THURSDAY NOV 15: —“ONNEC NEC. 


Seeesorseresseseeecsses PRESENTS 


DAHER ROCK 


GLOOM ROOM & DUSEY BROOVES 
FRIDAY NOV 16: 


THE CITY STREETS 


S AMON MCGRATH AND THE WILD DOGS 


TRIGGER EFFECT 
THE Ger DOWN 


FRIDAY NOV 16; 


OHIG 





LISTINGS FOR YOU 





THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage; 
Spm 

BLACKSPOT CAFE Roy Gary Biv 
Presents: It’s 3 living thing with 
Sunset Trip; 8pm (door), Spm (show) 


BUND PIG Moosshead Jam: The 
Rault Brothers and friends; 8-11pm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Kat Danser 
Trio (blues) 

BLUES ON WHYTE Mem Shannon 
and the Membership 

CAFE LEVA Every Thursday: Travis 
Boa plays mellow gold; 7-830pm 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 

DRUID Guitar heroes 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
Stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band 

EDDIE SHORTS That's E-Town 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Open Stage: with 
hosts Rick, Mark and Matt 

FOUR ROOMS Jim Head: 8pm 


WULBERT'S Marty and Lil 
Siltanen; 8pm 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 8pm 
SAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam; 7-11pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Paster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues), 8-30pm-12:30am 
JEFFREYS CAFE Trey Mills and 
Randy Hutchings (pop); $10 
JULIAN'S PIANO 
BAR-CHATEAU LOUIS Graham 
Lawrence (piano jazz) 

NEW CITY Rake, Jezibelle, Rot 
Bottyrot no minors; 8pm (door) 
NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


PAWN SHOP Lee Burridge and 
Damian Lazarus 


URBAN LOUNGE Neil McDonald 
WILD WEST Donny Parenteau 
YARDBIAD SUITE 2007 Yardbird 
Jazz Festival: Diana Stabel, 
Rosemary Galloway Quartet; 


7:30pm (door), 8pm (show); $20 
({member)/$24 (quest) 


DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Thursday Nights: Electro Education: 
dub, tip hop, lounge, electro with 
DJ Lazer Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 
ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ S.WAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night our 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew; InVinceable, Touch It, 
TNO, Lady Vishus; long weekend 
kick-off witguest DJ Giant 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho with Allout 
DJs, OJ Degree, Junior Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 3pm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 





Krazy K. hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Decha, tech trance/electro with DU 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 
NEW CITY | Love ‘80s Thursdays: 
Spm (door); no cover 

NEW CITY Bride of Bingo 
Thursdays: hosted by Dexter Nebula 
‘and Anarchy Adam; 10pm; no 
minors; no cover 

ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DU to follow 

OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 
PAWN SHOP DJ Lee Burridge, DJ 
Damien Lazarus 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBEAT Hit 
{t Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
spun with PI residents 


THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lewod Tronic, Drag 
Kings and Queens, burlesque and 
fotating game shows, bands 
upstairs monthly 


band, 9-2am 


SEFFREY'S CAFE Robert Walsh 
{blves/jazz); $10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
{pop/rock}; 9:30pm; no cover 
JULIAN’S PIANO 
BAR-CHATEAU LOUIS Graham 
Lawrence (piano jazz) 

MEAD HALL Dreams of Treason, 
This Very Day, Perfect Blue, Brother 
Voodoo, Tuxedo Black all ages with 
licensed area; 7pm (door), 8pm; $10 


ON THE ROCKS Ozzy Ozmunds 
with DJ Shewnibis 

PAWN SHOP Frosted Tipz. 
Bayonets, quests 

STARLITE ROOM Wasepic, 
guests; $10 (door) 

TOUCH OF CLASS-CHATEAU 
LOUIS Billy Ringo (pop/rock) 
URBAN LOUNGE Line of Sight 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Moses 


Mayes, Girl Nobody; $10 at 
Blackbyrd, Listen, TicketMaster 


PREVUE / SUN, NOV 11 (8 PM) / RIVER CITY ROCKOUT! / VELVET 


UNDERGROUND, $10 


Al proceeds go to charity, but keep your head down ifthe Uncas bring 


out the circular saw for a guitar “solo.” 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NRMLS 
WLCM: Electro, techno, no wave 
with DJ Nik 7 of Shout Out Out Out 
Out; 8pm (door) 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ANOS CAFE Friday Live Music 
Nights; acoustic singer-songwriters 
Keith and Renee (Winnipeg duo), 
With special guest Greg Neufeld; 
all ages event; $10 (door) 
BLACKSPOT CAFE Robot Human 
Presents: Mark Tromsness, Kenton 
Jeske; 8pm (door), Spm (show) 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE House Kats 
(country blues trio) 

BLUES ON WHYTE Mem Shannon 
and the Membership 


THE CARROT Stubby Neck Bottles; 
7-3:30pm; $5 

CASINO EDMONTON The Jo-Hikk 
Band {country/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Samantha King (country/rock) 
COOK COUNTY River City Round- 
up Party: Poverty Plainsmen 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Dropkick Murphys; 8pm 

EDDIE SHORTS Slowbum 
(biues/rock): 9:30pm-1:30am 
FESTIVAL PLACE Roy Rogers and 
Norton Buffalo; 7:30pm; $32 
(cabaret)/$30 (box)/$28 (theatre) at 
the Festivel Place box office, 
TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS Jim Head; Spm; $5 


FRESH START BAKERY CAFE 
Prairie Cats 

HORIZON STAGE Brad Johner 
(country), Myrol; 7:30pm; $25 
{adult)/$20 (student/senior) at the 
Horizon Stage box office, 
TicketMaster 

HULBERT'S Thom Golub and 
Charlie Austin; 8pm 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock 





WALD WEST Donny Parenteau 


YARDBIRD SUITE 2007 Yardbird 
Jazz Festival: Don Bradshaw's Big 
Ides, D.D. Jackson; 8pm (door), Spm 
{show}; $20 (memberl/$24 (quest) 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL U of A 
Music Department, Symphonic 
Wind Ensemble, Angela Schroeder 
{conductor}; 8pm; $15 (adult)/$10 
(senior/student) at TIX on the 
Square, door 

WINSPEAR CENTRE Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra: Friday 
Masters: Daniel Bolshoy (guitar), 
Giancarlo Guerrero (conductor), 


730pm 
DJS 


THE ARTERY Size Seven and Dead 
Fish Crew present The Size Seven 
reunion ‘07 relaunch party: Merk 





up the patio 
BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonfiash, come early to 
void lineup, no cover before 10pm 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and ‘70s progressive rock, disco, 
and electronic Indie with Joe! 
Reboh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip 
hop, house, mash up; no minors 


DJ Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 


FEVER Global Fridays: R&B, hip 
hop, reggae, reggaeton and mash- 
up 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DU 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock. new 
wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with 
DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday: 
Breakbeat. house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! 
Bitch! Bitch! Fridays: electro, indie, 
alternative, techno with DJs 
Dervish, Plan B, quests; no minors; 
Spm (door); $5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out: 
fockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSR’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Movin on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop with 
DJ Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson 


THE ROOST Fridays All Request 
Dance Party: with DJ Jazzy with 
rotating shows every week $4 
{member)/$6 (non-member) 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: 
Salsa-merengue-bachata-house- 
feggeaton-urban-old school with DJ 
Spice 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


Top 40 request with a mix of retro 
and disco; 7pm-12midnight 
STOLLIS Top 40, A&B, house with 
People’s DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
DJ Tysin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests; 1- 
Tam 


URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays 


PREVUE / WED, NOV 14 (7:30 PM) / TRAVIS / EDMONTON EVENT 
CENTRE $33.50 
Everybody wants to know how a band with a name like Travis could 
release an album called The Boy With No Name. Why not name that 
boy Travis? 


Meny, All Out DJs, Acid Wash; no 
minors; 10 Bones 
BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 


Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
two levels; Wooftop: DJs Ben. 
Jammin’ and Bobby Torpedo heat 





WUNDERBAR Fridays with the 
Pony Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ 
Toma; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays 


SAT 
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LIVE MUSIC 


— 
ARDEN THEATRE Compas 
James Koelaghan and Oscar | 
7:30pm; $30 at TicketMaste: 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE |, 
the Dog: David P Smith and 
Juice; no cover acoustic every 
aftemoon 4-Gpm 


BLACKSPOT CAFE Renta! 
Dechene 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Ron f 
(blues) 


BLUES ON WHYTE Mem 
and the Membership 


BONNIE DOON COMMUNITY 
HALL Bonnie Doon Folk Clut 
Jahrig AHRIG (CD prequeal c 
cert); Down to the Wood, Te 
Morrison, Jessica Heine, Darr 
Frank, Bob Jahrig with Marc 
Ladouceur, Dwayne Hrynkiw 
Don Marcotte; 8pm; $15 (ac 
Myhre's Music, Blackbyrd/$ 
(door) 

THE CARROT Saturday ope 
stage; 7-10pm 

CASINO EDMONTON The 
Band (country/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Samantha King (country/rock) 
CASTLE ROCK-ST. ALBERT 
Saturday showcase open stag: 
hosted by Carmen Cook, 
Bennett and the Castle Rocker 
Spm 

CENTURY CASINO Gary Lew 
and the Playboys; $34.95 at 
TicketMaster, Century Casino 


THE DOCKS Saturday Night Live 
Third Person View 


DUTCH CANADIAN CENTRE 
in the Groove: C-Jam Big Band. 
8pm-midnight; $15 (door) 


EDDIE SHORTS Slowbum 
{blues/rock); 9:30pm-1:30am 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 








Method Man; no minors; 8pm (doar) 


FESTIVAL PLACE Syivia Tyson. 
7:30pm; $32 (cabaret)/$30 (box/S 
(theatre) at the Festival Place box 
office 


FOUR ROOMS Jim Head; Spm; § 


FRESH START BAKERY CAFE 
Scott Cook 


HULBERT'S B and Mo, Brett Mile: 
and Mo Lefever; 8pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live dueling 
pianos, no cover, Spm 


JAMBMERS PUB Saturday oper 
jam, 3-7:30pm; country/rock band 
Spm-2am 

SEFFREY'S CAFE Diana Stabe! 
(jazz); $10 

JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
{pop/rock}; 9:30pm; no cover 


JULIAN'S PIANO 
BAR-CHATEAU LOUIS Dennis 
Begoray (piano jazz) 


MEAD HALL Greater Than Giant 
Breakxaway, Attack Addict. Fell 
Capture the Hills, The John 
Spinnaker Project; all ages even! 
licensed area; 7pm (door); $10 


ON THE ROCKS Ozzy Ozmunds 
with DJ 

ORTONA ARMOURY BEAMS 
{Boreal Electro Acoustic Music 
Society): Ether Wind (Don Ross 
Thom Golub & John Armstrong) 
visuals by kelleY bolen; MULE (Ker 
Read and Daye Wall); Gary Lee 
poatry, Agaperaygunexpeniment 
(Phil Jagger); Jan Randall & Bill 
Damur 8-11pm; $5 (member\/S7 
{non-member 

OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PUB Open stage Saturday hosted 
by Jenny Joy; Som 

PAWN SHOP Retrograde, Them 
Damn Coyotes, Hollywood 
Assassyns 

QUEEN COMMU: 
NITY HALL Norther Lights Folk 
Club; The Dust Poats (folk-rock = 
country-bluegrass); $18 (adv) at 
‘on the Square/child 6-12 V2 prc 
{door)/child under 6 free 
RENDEZVOUS PUB Warmarc'. 
The Lucifer Project, Black Axis 
CFR Cowboy Cabaret: Aaron 




















0 ‘10 (1 PM) / MUSic PROMOTION /THE NORWOOD LEGION, $5 10 


pine ah ee is about nothing more than being creative. It sure would be 
record deal. Unfarnatay, thats just, fore bra it i cipee nme 
. f The case in the best of places—you 
Beso conan ar crepe tt rennin 
Es é : industry presence: 
: “4 ere “ cn ve asi ee ler Healthy cate pe a found in 
ti Upto ( Ined to do its part in givi i 
| scene, emiiening it at the same time. The Club is after a Sairesinly ene 
Promotion’ on Sat, Nov 10. The afternoon event will be hosted by the Folk Club's vice president 
; Moses Gregg, and local music business impresario Kirby will be running a workshop on the day. 
| “Mostly its going to be about marketing an independent artist, and | feel that there are a it 
of challenges involved in that,” Kirby says about what she has planned for the day. “For people 
just starting out it can be avery daunting thing trying to sort through {the topic of music nite 
tion]. \'ve got a presentation and then we've got some time for a good solid O&A, so hopefull 
_ ik ld to give some people some tools and strategies on how to promote thatmietves a it 
Kirby points out that, considering Edmonton's size and locatio 
number of capable individuals in the promotions arena, many ae eat aaa hg 
order to promote their own music. And, while she says that not every artist has a ae tf ie 
motions— It's very challenging, because most people who get into it as an art are not Hires 
people —she believes that by drawing on the knowledge of those who understand that side of 
the business, Edmonton's music scene can only become stronger for everyone involved 
; | think itsa feal responsibility to help support the upcoming people, and | think that this kind 
of interaction does create a good sense of community.” w 































Pritchett, Gord Banford; no minors; Soundwave PLANET 
" wat hy pect ah tat BLACKSPOT CAFE Roy Gary Biv acoustic jam every Sunday aftemoon 
8pm {door 2 ratios BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Stiletto vuagestive Saturdays: Presents. Barmitzvah Brothers, Two with the Shufflehaund; 1;30-5pm 
E ROOM Pride Tiger, Saturday: "80s and ‘90s with DJ breaks electro house with Pl resi- Minute Miracles, Coure de Lane; i 


Way Down, Hollorado; $12 at 


TicketMaster, Blackbyrd, Listen 














‘STRATHERM PUB Open stage two levels alt rock/electro/trash; hop, and electro with DJ Hot Philly the Membership ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage 
hosted by the Rov Tease; 5-9pm; Main Floor: hia Merides Sessions and quests COOK COUNTY CFR wrap-u featuring the Digs/Mike McDonald 
followed by kara with Miss Mannered Bi ROOST Saturdays—Always like Poverty Plainsmen ip-up party: altemate weeks, 9-12 
‘TOUCH OF CLASS—CHATEAU BUDDY'S Undie night f lew Years Eve: with DJ Dan (Retro) STABLITE ROOM GOMP vs. THC 
LOUIS Billy Ringo {pop/rock} Fccend tuney al only. downstairs and DJ Jazzy (New CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB part 2 (Star Wars pre-party), $7 
Lina of Sight ‘Arowehasar b Music) upstairs; $4 (memberl/$6 Sunday jam; 7pm (door) 
URBAN LOUNGE {non-member} DUSTER’S URBAN 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Raptors,  DELUXEBURGERBARAare'60s = spontsworLD toga bythe My ieee Band lee aie 
Mem Nort NT, Gorton Tomes; 2-705 progressive rock. disco. 2nd 4g pigeD power Tan spate VELVET UNDERGROUND fiver 
$10 (door) Seca ages ebon Ral Stating Disco: To 40 reqest Stage witROD Toon 4pm TreUncas,7 and Ts poets Bp 
WILD WEST Donny Parenteau EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip with a mix of retro and diseo; 1-5pm : Uist eee 7 and’7 is, guests; 8pm. 
Sa hop, house, mash up and 7pm-12 midnight HoIVALRACE jeri ‘ ye at TIX on the Square/$15 
arbi uitar Night Brian Gore, D'Gary, os 
beccmarey Festi tare cael carat FESTIVAL PLACE Juan Martin, STOLL'S ON WHYTE Top 40,A&8, Miguel de le Bastide and Clive 
Gordon Grdina Trio; 8pm (door), Spm Feit pape ee (boxy/$28 house with People’s DJ Carrol; 7:30pm; $28-$32 at Festival CLASSICAL 
(show; $20 (memberl/$24 (guest) ee etoate Place box office, -TWHLIGHT AFTERHOURS Anthem: Pace box office oo 
hard NAG/trance/funky with Jeff JAMMERS PUB Sunday open WINSPEAR CENTRE Pro Coco: 
— FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone Hillis, OTDR, Big Daddy, STX. Tweek: bluas jam 4-8 pe Male Voices—The NEW Tradition: 
CLASSICAL ath Mash-Up: with Harmen B and Jam-dam “ ates ae Jand Mk ae 
Kwake MEAD HALL Punk Sunday. M: youth choirs, Roland Majeau 
WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and Moron’s going away Ra a (singer/songwriter), |Bomba! Latin- 
CONVOCATION HALL Edmonton ey gong {WHYTE AVE) local bands Hazardous Punx, more; all ages Jazz); 2pm; tickets available at the 
Margolin Haterd Ear anc Danian pros ere YAFTERHOURS Release Saturdays °¥2Nt.linensed area; 7pm (door): $8 Wossrene bax ofice 
THGAHAD ASS NA 0 sasreR hos: Bees, 
rade a TX on a Square GINGUA Soulout Saturdays Fujimura Shinichi (acoustic ensem- DJS 
Gramophone, door : HALO Halo Saturdays: house with ble), | am a Liar, Megan James; all BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
2 ae ‘Junior Brown, Luke Morrison, and ages event: 7:30pm (door), 8-11pm Industry Night: with Atomic Improv, 
c. re of he Saas Nestor Delano {music}; $5 Jameoki and Ou Tim 
Som, $15 adult/S10 tuden/sen- ‘LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sire Saturday. NEWCASTLE PUB Live Sundsy jam THE BANK 0.) AM and Steve Aoki 
ior} at TIX on tha Square, door Dy Groovy Cuvy and guests Frese oy ie De cet eiagx bile FRECEOUEE I 
" jot lo 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Edmonton NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE LIVE MUSIC O'BYRNE’S Joe Bird's Irie Jam Give It Up Sunday Aftemoons; Main 
Symphony Orchestre: Daniel Bolshoy Saturdays real altemative, classics, open stage for all; 9:30pm;no cover oor: Funk, soul, Motown, disco 
(guitar), Giancarlo Guerrero {conduc- punk with OJ Nazz Nomad; no cover ON THE ROCKS Souljah Fyah with DJ Red Dawn 
tor; Spm. AVENUE SKATEPARK This is a Sundays with DJ Dudeman BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
DUS NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturday Standoff exmembers of Bevedet, EARS PUB Opon stage Sundays _feaestin Hwee, Progen & 
Sucks: electro, industrial, alt and Mette a hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain —-_‘Wip-Hop; Rudy Electro, 10pm- 
indy, electro, rock with Dus Nik licensed event 8:20pm (dao: $6 Tractor; 8-11 23am ; quest DJ 
7 , ‘ - B-11pm quest DJs inquire at 
reenans gel Roteelya and Blue Jay (Mod Club}; (before 7:30pm)/$10 (after 7:30pm} fe kelly@michatti.com 
Saturdays: $5 OVERDRIVE Anything Goes: 





Duncan 
BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 


dents 
RED STAR Saturdays indie rock, hip 





Bem (door), 9pm (show) 
BLUES ON WHYTE Shannon and 


PAWN SHOP Hot Panda, Boats!, 
Tim Gilbertson, Mark Birtles Project 





* ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St Albert, 459-1542 * THE ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave * ATLANTIC TRAP 
AND GILL 7704-104 St, 492-4611 * AVENUE SKATEPARK 9030-118 Ave * AXIS 10349 Jasper Ave, 990- 
0031 « BACKDRAUGHT PUB &307-99 St. 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 436- 
4418 * THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 504-7777 * BILLY 
BOB'S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 
439-1082 © THE BLACKSPOT 15120A Stony Plain Rd, 481-7768 » BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 
418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Avo, 989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-52 Ave, 439-3981 * BONNIE 
DOON COMMUNITY HALL 9240-93 St * BOOTS 10242-106 St 423-5014 * BUDDY’S 117258 Jasper Ave, 488 
6636 * CAFE LEVA 11053-86 Ave * CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Arayll Rd, 463-9467 * CASINO YELLOW- 
HEAD 12464-1653 St, 424-9467 * CASTLE ROCK 507 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert. 458-9766 * CASTLE ROCK PUB 
570 St. Albert Rd * CAFE LEVA 1105-86 Ave * CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 643-4000 « CHRISTO- 
PHER’S PARTY PUB 2021 Millooume Rd, West. 462-6565 * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, University of 
Alberta, 492-0601 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 * THE DOCKS PUB 
Londonderry Mall, 476-DOCK * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 * DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Avo, 474-5554 + 
CANADIAN CENTRE 13312-142 St * EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St, 453-3663 * EDMONTON EVENTS 


= VENUE 
= GUIDE 


Sherwood Park, 449-3378 * FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 981-3117 » FIDDLER'S ROOST 
FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 * FIRST BAPTIST 
righ Jesper Ave, 429-0700 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FOX 10125-109 St. 990-0680 
* FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sa, 433-9623 + FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 10341-82 Ave, 433.9678 + GAS PUMP 10166-118 St Ceact) GINGUR SKY 15505- 
T1B was Blade Abeer ane 7 HALD 10588 Jasper Avo, 423-HALO * HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St. 452-1168. HORIZON STAGE 100) Celenon aw Spruce Grove, 
962-8995 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, 436-1161 © THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South » 
RS HEVS CARE 9640 142 St, 4518990 + JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Aves JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Chatsa! ious: Hotel. 11727 Kingsway 
Ave, 732-4583 KAS BAR 1044482 Ave, 433-6768 * KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 433-2590 * LB'S PUB 23 Akins Drive * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 451-2786 
10940-166A St» NAKED ON JASPER 10354 Jasper Ave » NEWCASTLE PUB B08 00 Ave, 490- 
7 NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8130 Gateway Blvd * O’BYRNE'S 1061682 Ave, 414-6755 » ROCKS 11730 Jasper Ave. 
Crossing, a 72510 5 ANE INNO a VENUE 11607 Jesper Ave PLAT NONGO_ST ALBERT 
ing, 1 . ; irs, 432-0814 * PLANET 11 5 
812 Lberon Deoe hire Fe Rt VIEW COMMUN YHA 0* QUEEN ALEXANDRA COMMUNITY HALL 10425 University Ave « RED 
STAR 10528 Jasper Ave, 428-0825 « RENDEZVOUS PUB 10108-149 St, 907-0886 + RITCHIE UNITE CHURCH 9624-4 Ave « RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326-St 
Albert Tail 460-;122 » ROUGE LOUNGE 117 St, Jasper Ave, 482-5162 © SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10s Whyte Ave, 437-0231/710-1625 * SAVOY 10401- 
82 Ae 448.0078 + STANDARD 6107-104 St, 436-2582 » STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 428-1099 + STEEFS TEA LOUNGE College Plaza, 11116-82 Ave * STOLLI'S 
2nd floor 10388 Whyte Ave, 437-2256 « STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jesper Ave, 420-0448 « STRATHERN PUB 9514-87 St « TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny Ave, St. Albert 
458-0880 CLASS Chatsau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS {0018-105 St * URBAN FRAT 1020-103 St * URBAN 
Sa tM INDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 » WHISTLESTOP 12416-1a0 Tvs, 451-5506 * WILD WEST SALOON 
IST SEAR CENTRE 4 SicWinston Churchil Sa, 428-1414 * WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St. 4355508 © Y AFTERHOURS 1026-102 St, 994-3256, 
vonewyahtarhote oon © YANDBIRD SUITE 10203-06 Ave, 432-0428 » YESTERDAYS Pub 112. 205 Carnegie 0" St Albert, 459-0295 





COME AND CHECK OUT THE 
GREAT NEW LOCATION ON 
WHYTE AVE! 


THURSDAY 
NOV 8 


EXIT 303 


NOV ST 
NOV 5 UL} 


WE'D LIKE TO WELCOME 


JIMMY SHEWCHUK 
AS OUR NEW G.M. 


COME BY AND SAY HELLO! 


www Wh .wLOUN 


10544-82 AVE. PH:437 7oa 79 
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BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 


entertainment 10pm 


'WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Gallatea 
and XS, guests; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Remember the 
Bassline: Erin Eden, Ryan Wate {CD 
release), Nestor Delano on main; DJ 
Bree, Amanda Rude underground; 
$15 (adv) at Foosh, Treehouse, Yess 
Hair, ¥ Afterhours 


MO 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical tal- 
ent with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACKSPOT CAFE Tuesday Talent 
Show Open Mic/Stage hosted by 
{lift Outfit’s Liam Tremble; 16+; 8pm; 
bring your acoustic instrument and 


join in, also poetry/spoken word/lit- 
erary works 
BLUES ON WHYTE Steve 
BLUES OM WHYTE Steve Ses 
Strongman CASTLE ROCK PUB Tuesday 
Moosehead Freeway Jam: hosted by 
ena Of Angels, This Mark Ammar, Dale Collins, and Noel 
Mackenzie; every Tuesday, 8:30pm- 
IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondays Yam 
Migr uc DAUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
LB'S PUB Open Stage with Shaved stage with Chris Wynters 
Posse hosted by Ken. Fred, Gordie 
and Matt; $-12:30 pee la Spon ia 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY MEAD HALL 
HALL Acoustic instrumental ald time 3}, ae pest frie as 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose ions velayt 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm i 
OBYANE'S Celtic Jam: with 
CUP-MEADOWLARK 
— ; Shannon Johnson and friends; 
rie Hyrmniw 9:30pm 
TAPHOUSE Monday ive YARDBIRD SUITE Jam session 
DJS every Tuesday: GMCC combo; 8:30pm 
(door), Som (show); $3 


New disco, same 
BACKLASH BLUES 


ROLAND PEMBERTON 
roland@vueweekly.com 


= 
“A 
— 


= 


Short for discothéque (French for disc library, but 
meaning dance club), this uptempo genre of party 
music gained major prominence in the early 1970s 
as an evolution of African-American soul music with 
a European influence. As with anything that is 
extremely popular, the sound was eventually co- 
opted by the commercial sectors, exploited by the 
movie industry and pushed to over-saturation, caus- 
ing a massive backlash. 

The most legendary instance of this backlash was 
a Major League Baseball game in Chicago on Jul 12, 
1979. The event was titled Disco Demolition Night, 
during which people destroyed disco records and 
subsequently started a riot at Comiskey Park. With 
the current popularity of French electro house like 
Justice and the prevailing disco hi-hats in most of 
this decade's popular rock music, disco is undoubted- 
ly back, along with many of the same problems. 

The DJ culture invented during the disco-era is 
possibly at its highest proliferation. The amount of 
DJs, the number of dance-oriented club nights and 
the ease of attracting an audience have made for a 
curiously narrow stylistic shift in dance nights across 
North America. The difference between the inaugu- 
ral DJs and the ones of today is access. There's a 
larger amount of music to choose from today, and it’s 
easier to find, catalogue and obtain for free online. 

An unfortunate by-product of the modern dance 
club is that songs that get good reactions from the 
world’s top DJs\are destined to be picked up by 
every person who goes to a club night in the First 








STAALITE ROOM II Scarier: 





CENTRE Party =< 
peti owe Gham hare ___ Serie Industry Nig: no miners WS Quests; all ages: 7pm (doar): tick.» 
py] no minors; Spm; ee ——— at Megatunes, Blacktyrd, FS jy), 
“SatTickotMaster, —-«=«BUACKDOG FREEHOUSE Moin © BUDDY'S Froe poo! and toumey,0! STEPS TEA LOUNGE 0, 
or Eclectic Nonsenso with Arrowchaser (acoustic) vary Wed: (ast We 
|BMPIRE BALLROOM Ft hiphop, Conroy of Ounces, Dad Rock TS” ESMERALDAS Top 40, county ‘month spoken word) 
. mash up Hookah and Rear Admiral Saunders R&B with OJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy URBAN LOUNGE Haven 
~ estent: Mighty Graun, 0 chin thames Hue oe tapers were sve) atin” WILD WEST Robert Rowan 
Bombsquad: $20 (ad) Pres ant Tp Hn: a 10pm — DIS 
; 30am; guest DJs inquire 
ahhh te em « _atkelly@michetticom; karoke with __‘GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: : 
Gish ba arsed ioe ie Tuzy, amateur strip contest: Ipm- Reggae music with Bornb Squad, BACKROOM VODKA BAR » 
12am T.N.0, Chrome Nine, G-Unit; no cover Wednesdays: Soulful Deep Ho 
ea! bala aateg eres ae Bo RLTHY McNASTY'S Moral RED STAR Tuesdays: Exporimentat With Nic-Eand Smoov 
Mondays: with DJ S.WAG, Indie Rock, Hip Hop, Electro with DJ BANK ULTRA LOUNGE \Vo.;,, 
URBAN FRAT opi Baie uo tnmee riiegtine Hot Philly Nights: with DJ Harley ’ 
jay: with DJs ‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE (;, 
InVinceable, Touch IT, OJ Macca Leeched ra n LOUNGE wd LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular Gulch Wednesdays: roots ts He 
URBAN LOUNGE Sunday Night metal vith.) aos ee fs a! house beats with DJ Kevin Wong OJ Buster Friendly; no cover. j 
Liveshosted ty DA Choolit lve, DJ pl a i SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND music once @ Month; Wooftap 
Sweetz Spm; the best of Urban's live AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top RetroActive Radio with UL Coo) 


40 request with a mix of retro and altemative “80s and °90s, po: 


disco; 7pm-12 midnight New wave, garage. Brit, mo 


and roll 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Tuesday 
Night Shakedowns: with DJ Generic BUDDY'S Hump day wit 0, 
(hipster twister) and quests; 8pm et 
(door); no cover FEVER NIGHTCLUB Indus: 
WUNDERBAR Sweet Brit and Punk Wednesdays 
with Phillip and Bogner FLUID LOUNGE Wednesdays | 

— This : 





THE FOX Wind-up Wedness, 
A&B, hiptiop, reggae, old sk 
gaeton with InVinceable. Tow 
weekly guest DJs 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/AAs .. 
DJ Spincycle 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Out With Your Box Out Wednase 
Night: no minors; no cover 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Steve NIKKI DIAMOND'S Punk ans 
Strongman metal every Wednesday ; 
EDDIE SHORTS Wednesday blues RED STAR Guest DJs every 
jam with Brian Petch (guitar) Wednesday 

EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE [ANDARD ay 6 
Travis, Maximo Park; 7:30pm; $33.50 Mb with en 
FAIDDLER’S ROOST Little Flower STOLU's 

open stage; 7:30pm (door); $2 FE SETA oon h 
HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage Rezidnt Funk, fusion with Steve 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock ‘n’ Roll Velocity 

Kenny + VELVET UNDERGROUND ?;, 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic Every Wednesday with the JB 


indie mod rock dance party, 8p 
(door) 


WUNDERBAR Wednesdays » 
new DJ; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wedness 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
‘quests; 9:30pm; no cover 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre- 
sented by the Northern Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


as the old disco 


World and has access to the internet. DJs drawing 
their music from the same sources Is resulting in 
dance music becoming exhausted at a more rapid 
rate than ever, making records popular for shorter 
lengths of time—sometimes before they're even 
commercially released. 


THUS THE THREAT of over-saturation grows. Even 
with the more rock-influenced edge of the ultra-pop 
ular Ed Banger Records, the post-disco sound of 
electro is seeping into the social consciousness. Jus- 
tice’s “DANCE” being ‘performed’ (with the help 0! 
non-playing celebrity impersonator musicians) on 
Jimmy Kimmel Live and played as bumper music '0! 
the MTV Video Awards (where it was nominated '0! 
best video) are major examples of commercial 
acceptance of the new disco guard. Justice vs Sim 
an's "Never Be Alone” is also currently used for Vi 
gin Mobile ads. 

Another major factor towards the downfall 0! 
post-disco is rock's appropriation of the sound 
Beginning near the end of the ‘90s with the massiv¢ 
popularity of The Rapture’s “House of Jealous 
Lovers” and !!!’s “Me And Giuliani Down By The 
Schoolyard (A True Story),” commercial rock recorus 
have been plastered with disco hi-hats and electron 
ic squelches in an effort to capitalize on the cool fa¢ 
tor of disco’s underground resurgence. Bands like 
LCD Soundsystem are more popular than ever, but és 
a result ad companies and lazy record producers a'° 
copying their records. So when is the hammer go!" 
to drop on the new disco? Old disco got pushed oul 
by adult contemporary and hair metal, but who 
knows what the next steps are? w 


DJ Nik7 plays old disco and new disco at Nrm's 
Wicm every Thursday at the Velvet Underground. 
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rough ticketmaster or Century Casino 643.4000. 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CENTURY CASINO 
a me a aa STEP SP SN So. ea ee 
ALL SHOWS DOORS AT SPM 
13°03 FORT FD SG45.44000 
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"with special guest Mishka 


Friday February 15 
Fran Winspear Ventre me 


: ; reserved seating 


" on salle Friday at 10:00 a.m. 


Tickets at the Erdileis Winspear Centre, charge by phone (780) 428°1414, call toll free 1°800- 563-5081 










January 7, 2008 
Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium 


reserved seating 


on sale Friday (ag 
EMT wiiitrivniy at 10:00am —~ 


EMT wiitiitwasi, 
www.bluerodeo.com 
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| TRAVIS NOVEMBER 14 | EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE » ZAPPA PLAYS ZAPPA NOVEMBER 23 | NORTHERN ALBERTA JUBILEE « LIFEHOUSE NOVEMBER 24 | EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


| mm!) VeEnATION.com 


(<M) 
( y) Tickets also available online at ticketmastercs, all ticketmaster outlets, charge by phone (780) 451- 8000 
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eird when you're 
your thing—say 
and people start 
aying, “Look, it’s a 
a girl!” 

‘e never was a Billie 
anis Joplin, a Tracy Chap- 
ole Pope, an Ani DiFranco, 

eally need to go on? 
ht we played this show, 
i came up to me and Joy 
nj and said, ‘It’s so great, so 
inspiring to see girls 
Girl Nobody's Marta 
eever Says. “And to me, 
yhy is that still an issue? Why 

anovelty?” 

after all, much more to the 
Vancouver band than a 
alist. And Jaciubek-McK- 
emphasizes that the band’s 
is very much a collabora- 
Girl Nobody simply would- 
ble to deliver its complex 
ethereal music if it weren't 
e whole lot of them, rounded out 
smiah Schneider (who shares 
duties on the band’s sec- 
m Balaclava Casino Heist), 
Turco, James Northey and Joy 


jullen. 
“A lot of times, when people review 
ur records, the first thing they say is, 
in, Marta’s sexy voice,’” she says. “A 
t of men writers turn it into some 


buttons for Girl Nobody 


FAI NOV 9 (8 PM) 


GIRL NOBODY 
ATH MOSES MAES 
VEWET UNDERGROUND, S10 


weird erotic thing.” 


ASIDE FROM “marta’s sexy voice,” 


there is something sensual about the 
way the band plays with its many lay- 
ers, flirting with and wooing pop, bal- 
lad and electro forms. It’s the kind of 
mood-making music that demands 
more than just ears to enjoy. 
Balaclava Casino Heist picks up 
where Girl Nobody left off with its 
debut The Future Isn't What it Used to 
Be in its sense of experimentation and 
promise, but gathers more power from 


its sense of purpose. This is a group of 
musicians who missed playing togeth- 
er. Lyrically and sonically, it puts on 
record the things that saw the band 
break up and come back together. 
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RIVERBONT* GAMBLERS 
DECEMBER 20 


EOMONTON AB - DOORS 7 PM — ALL AGES -GENERAL ADMISSION * 


New York and tried to do my o' : 
stuff there and kind of starting miss 
ing €.s.]. [another ban 
Mullen], and I started 
guys in the band, in Girl No 
then I came back a 
You get the sense fi 
her that part of the 
Zled out for the band 


big, fat, dude 
cigar, pushing buttons 
of boobs, you kno 
“More and more 
there's just a di 
"For awhile | was—well, we all 
were—pretty exhausted with Girl 
Nobody and we felt like we tapped 
out —tapped it all out,” Jaciubek-Mck- 
eever explains. “So then | moved to 


that people are tapping 
have to 
moguls a 
right?” vw 


into Peop! 
art dying off—those media 
¢ getting old anyways 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 


BUY YOUR TICKETS AY UNIONEVENTS:=GOM 
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James Murdoch emerges from Limbo | 


with a Workman’s help 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
] ocal producer and singer-song- 
writer stalwart James Mur- 
doch’s long-time-coming third 
solo record In Transit might have been 
called In Limbo. Or better yet, Third 
Time's a Charm 
He did, after all, record three sepa- 
rate albums before he came up with 
something that everybody—both he 
and his label—was happy with. While 
an arduous process, it did come with 
some bonuses. The best being that he 


‘ fx <2 
Bille “Sot 


TICKETS AT BLACKBYRD, LISTEN & TICKETMASTER 


THU NOW 15 


= | JAMES MURDOCH 
WITHTHE BEA ARTHURS 
Coe | HAARTHEATE S15 


got to spend studio time with Hawk- 
sley Workman, a musician and pro- 
ducer that Murdoch has a lot of 
respect for 

He explains that the pairing with 
Workman—who has produced other 
singer-songwriters like Sarah Slean 


WEA ts 





ye DOWN & HOLORADO 


Say, 102ST INFO:428-STAR WWW. STARLITEROOM.CA MEMBERS 2 GUESTS 
Cae 


and Jeremy Fisher—made for a grea 
team because both of them | 
spent a lot of time producing 
“He often works with singer-song- | 
writers that don’t play any instru-| ti 
ments, or can kind of hack away al 1% 
guitar,” Murdoch says. “So what hap- | 
pens is that they'll bring their songs) 
in, and he’ll kind of go, ‘Okay, | A 
hear this; lay down your vocal par 
and come back in three weeks a) 
you'll have a record.’ 
“And you know with me, | own > 
j 
j 
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d i kind of do all of that stuff 
he continues. “So it was 
for him, because he was 
you can actually do some 
* It was a learning experi- 


fantastic musician, and a really 
€ guy, as well. So just-hanging 
with him is inspiring, let alone just 
ing his musicianship and all that 
nd of stuff.” 


: ALBUM, to be released Nov 13, 
> includes the musicianship of sax 
er Richard Underhill (The Shuffle 
smons) and steel-guitarist Stew 
fookes (Matt Barber) and was record- 
with Workman up in the Muskokas 
northern Ontario during the sum- 
er, Which was a treat in itself, 
“It was great,” Murdoch admits. “I 
as Staying at this beautiful cottage 
ly up in the middle of nowhere, and 
Were pretty much the only people 
there and we went fishing and 
mming, and when we had free 
, We went and recorded a record.” 
That vibe informs both Murdoch's 
isy-going sonic style and the way he 
to lay down tracks. 
|hate doing pre-production, and | 
to do pre-production because 
vant to be able to capture the 
cord while it's being made,” he 
plains. “I don’t want it to be overly 
hhearsed. It just seems to be so 
le when you're rehearsing and 
facticing these parts over and over 
ind over and over again—until final- 
y you get to put it down on tape. Or 
in this case, ProTools 
“You get much more creative juices 
flowing,” he adds. “It’s just a lot more 
| imspiring to be in the studio if you're 
|/able to create while you're recording as 
| posed to just sort of plopping down 
) t you already have in your mind.” 
“| It’s likely that quest for raw creativ- 
ity that saw Murdoch through the 
Scording process three separate 
mes for In Transit, which probably 
besn't have to be harped on too 
lich. He did, after all, end up with 
vo other albums. And who knows? 
& may just release them someday. 
aybe one of them can be called In 
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WIN CD'S AND TECKBITS TO SEE... 


f the Duke 


” NOVEMBER 16°" 
at DINWOODIE LOUNGE 


Enter to win a par of tueckets and one of 5 copies of Cuff the Duke's new CD, Sidelines of the Gb 


lus the name of (uuff the Duke's last album. Send your entry, name and daytane phone number to cuff Quucwerkly.com 
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yur O'clock somewhere ... 
il, at the Black Dog, specifically 


@vueweekly.com 
15 years in the music 
me, David P Smith has 
a bit of a reputation for 
hometown of Victoria 
surrounding areas. He's 
praise for his lyrics, which can 
wk and twisted, yet almost 
yays come off sounding tri- 
t, and, well, just plain human. 
s also been praised for his live 
‘where his oddly soulful voice 
s out the hillbilly blues. Some crit- 
=s also like to harp on the fact that he 
ays an accordion. Okay, so | men- 

joned that too. 

' Living in Edmonton, you could 
robably be forgiven for not knowing 
yho Smith is, though. Having a full- 
me job and a 14-year-old daughter 

jmits the amount that any musician 
in tour. In spite of this—or maybe 
ecause of it—Smith is excited to be 

ading out on the road once again. 

“| Jove it,” he says, and you can 
lear it in his voice as he admits that 

‘s toured Western Canada many 

imes, but he’d like to do more. “I'd 
ove to go to other places. That’s the 

thing, you know, my job is really 


sy." 
SMITH MAY LONG TO hit Eastern cana- 


da, but this summer, he actually made 


SAT, NOV 10 (4 PM) 


= | DAVID P SMITH 
coe | SLACK DOG, FREE 
ou 


it over to Europe. While on vacation 
with his family, he did one show in 
Prague and two in England—gigs that 
he set up through MySpace. 

Smith’s upcoming show in Edmon- 
ton wasn’t a hard one to set up, 
though, considering that he’s already 
familiar with the venue—the Black 
Dog—and even with the Saturday 


afternoon Hair of the Dog series that 
he'll be playing. “The Dog is leg- 
endary,” he states. “I’ve played there 
many times. I’ve even played that 
afternoon show before.” 

When asked if he approaches 
afternoon shows any differently than 
he does evening ones, he has to 
chuckle to himself. “The Black Dog is 
pretty unique that way,” he laughs. 
“You'd think it would be different, 
but people at the Black Dog are 
crazy, they drink during the day like 
it's the night. The only difference is 
that it’s light outside.” wv 
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‘NEW SOUNDS 


CORB LUND 

HORSE SOLDIER! 

HORSE SOLDIER! 

STONY PLAIN = 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
Horses have never been far removed 
from Corb Lund’s music—The 
Rodeo's Over” and “We Used to Ride 
‘Em” being two of the more obvious 
examples of his interest within his 
own songwriting catalogue, and he 
recently contributed a languid and 
moving cover of Ian Tyson's “MC 
Horses” to the fine compilation album 
The Gift A Tribute to Ian Tyson. Lund 
has also always had a keen sense of 
the past, whether it be looking back at 
the early days before the Prairies were 
settled, as in “No Roads Here,” or at 
something a little more exotic in 
“Spanish Armada.” And now it seems 
that horses and history were at the 
forefront of Lund's mind as he created 
his latest album, Horse Soldier! Horse 
Soldier!, which borders on the territory 
of the concept album, but doesn’t 
quite make the leap into that realm. 
Much of the new record is tied 
together by the common thread of 
horses and war—not always at the 
same time, but with a good deal of 
overlap—from the opening rattles of 
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the military drum intro of the sprightly 
“[ Wanna Be in the Cavalry” to the 
mournful, closing reprise of the same 
song—this time with the singer's 
beloved cavalry thoroughly beaten— 
which then gives way to the mournful 
melody of “Taps” as the album comes 
to an end. In between those bookends 
is an assortment of gems, from the 
title track, full of ghostly, time-travel- 
ling omniscience, to the tragic portrait 
of “A Leader on Losing Control.” 
There are asides here and there, 
too; “Especially a Paint” is not a song 
about war, but it digs deep into a sad 
and emotional place that sits perfectly 
with the theme, while the monumen- 
tal “Student Visas’—a song that stands 
tall among Lund’s most compelling 
work—finds its subject in the near past 
when the CIA carried out covert oper- 
ations in Nicaragua, with a tip of the 
hat to the narrator's father’s role in the 
air cavalry during the Vietnam War. 
As strong as the theme runs 
throughout the majority of the songs 
on Horse Soldier! Horse Soldier!, Lund 
does not fully commit to giving the 
album over to war and horses. For 
“Hard on Equipment (Tool for the Job)” 
the writer takes the same sort of 
humourous approach that he took on 
“Roughest Neck Around” and “The 
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Truck Got Stuck”; there's an undeni- 
able likeability that emerges whenever 
Lund picks this sort of tune, but it also 
comes across as somewhat misplaced 
on this album. The thematic material 
is challenging, avoiding obvious, 
black-and-white emotions in favour of 
conflicted views, giving the material a 
sense of depth and unveiling new, pre- 
viously unheard layers with every lis- 
ten. “Hard on Equipment” and the sim- 
ilarly light “Family Reunion” are fun 
songs—there’s really nothing wrong 
with them at all, except that they bris- 
tle uncomfortably alongside the dark- 
er material here. 

One can’t really fault Lund for 
indulging in a few lighter moments, 
though, since that approach is just as 
much a part of his music as the songs 
that find inspiration in historical 
events. And, while a couple of the 
songs don’t quite fit with the record's 
overarching feel, the tunes are all solid 
when judged by their own merits, be it 
the new songs or reworkings of older 
ones—"Lament for Lester Cousins” 
from Lund’s solo debut Modern Pain 
and a thoroughly reinvented “My 
Saddle Horse Has Died” from the 
smalls’ My Dear Little Angle both make 
appearances—which is really the most 
important thing. 
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BACKSTREET BOYS 
| (ibs 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 
Backstreet Boys spends a great deal of 
energy on Unbreakable, a surprise return 
to the group's roots of digitized guitars 
and drum machines, trying to convince 
listeners that the boy-band genre is not 
dead and gone. This time around the 
boys are looking a bit rougher in the 
music video for the first single 
“Inconsolable,” making for a fascinating 
contradiction between the visuals and 
the audio, which is surprisingly listen- 
able. Hard times have weathered their 
voices with character; ballads like 
“Helpless When She Smiles" and the 
rather moving “Unsuspecting Sunday 
Aftemoon” don’t hide the cracks and 
wheezes of their vocals. It may not be 
innovative, but it’s reliable in the most 
ordinary yet comforting way. 


RIDLEY BENT 


- BUCKLES & BOOTS 


OPEN ROAD 


LEWIS KELLY / lewis@vueweekly.com 

Ridley Bent’s Buckles & Boots is painful 
to listen to. All but one of its tracks are 
prosaic country Pablum: lots of steel 
guitar and a mind-numbing root-five 
baseline underscore some guy in a 
cowboy hat crooning about women and 
whiskey. That's not what makes Buckles 
&@ Boots so excruciating, though. 
Previous to this, Bent was a musical 
adventurer, fusing country music and 
rap into “hick hop.” It was weird and 
funny, but it was also unique and pretty 
damn good. For whatever reason, Bent 
has abandoned that blend almost 
entirely on Buckles & Boots. Outside of 
the closing song, “Apache Hairlifter,” 
this record is a guided tour through the 
worn out and tired country of Generica. 


STEVE EARLE 
WASHINGTON SQUARE SERENADE - 
NEW WEST 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
So, Steve Earle fell in love, married 
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singer Allison Moorer and split from hj 
Nashville home to find himsejf 3 , = 
one in New York City. And they, ,. 
wrote an album that’s a bit of a den : 
ture from his last two politically fo,,, 4 
releases. This time out, Earle’s , 
more contemplative, saying ZOodby, 
his old world on “Tennessee Blues’ ,,, 
introducing us to his new one on ; othes 
songs. Of course, he’s still the same 
renegade that he’s always bee; 
while he's all lovey-dovey at times ),,., 
not afraid to point out some of the | . 
desirable aspects of NYC, and |x 
still throw down a dope-tune to be ; 
oned with when he wants to, as he :.... 
on “Oxycontin Blues.” 


MEXICAN INSTITUTE OF SOUND 
PINATA 
NACIONAL 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

A lot of people will tell you that 
music they make is unclassifiable, 
Mexican Institute of Sound—which, }y 
the way, isn't really an institute py » 
guy mamed Camilo Lara—is actuajjy 
unclassifiable. You might want to call 
dance music, but most of the songs ay. 
short and kind of schizophrenic an¢ 
while you could totally dance to them 
they aren't exactly club pumping 
anthems. Maybe ambient? No _ jh 
songs grab you and make you liste; 
them, so this isn't a background thin r 
What it most resembles is melodic 
noise—the whole thing is samples and 
synths, voices mixed with manachij 
rhythms and sweet samples, a ica 
mixed bag that is totally awesome. And 
it's not nearly as dense and difficult a 
noise rock can be—and as I'm probably 
making it sound. It's like an album jan) 
packed with fun stuff to listen to, it's jug 
that none of it is necessarily the same 
kind of fun you just heard, or will hea’ 
in the next song. 


THE PINE HILL HAINTS 
GHOST DANCE 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
Until a few years ago, country aii 
punk didn't seem to cross at all 
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top 10 sellers 
01. flying club cup beirat 






03. cease to begin band of horses 
04. la cucaracha ween 
05. shepherd's dog iron & wine 








06, random spirit lover sunset rubdown 
02. night falls over Kortedala jens lekman- 07. magic flowers droned psychedelic horseshit 
08. polytheistic fragments sir richard bishop 

09. macho d.v.a.8. 

10. 5 cents a plece climax golden twins 
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stands out for 
feel—it sort of 


sic within the pro- 
and-out track is 


juss work so well is the way that the 
» singers compliment each other 
thout getting in the way. On the 
spooky “Sister Rosetta Goes 
fore Us" Krauss takes the lead, with 
nt fading into the background and 
ering up a moaning melody in the 
istance, while Krauss returns the 
our later on the record. At other 
nes the singers blend their voices 
sether and come up with something 
se entirely. At times, the production 
T Bone Burnett comes off a little 
» slick, but for the most part Burnett 
es a fine job of capturing a new side 
Plant and Krauss. 























RIOUS ARTISTS 
ANUT BUTTER WOLF PRESENTS B- 
LL ZOMBIE WAR 


ONES THROW 


RY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
ist in time for the chilly weather—an 
eal house party record that stretches 
le breadth of urban music, populist to 
che. From retro acid jazz and dirtied 
neo-soul to blippy sci-fi beats and 
ashy viral motormouth ditties, aural 
jrator Peanut Butter Wolf serves up a 
mart, solidly crafted album. PBW’s 
rly guests are supreme—J-Dilla, 
jushik, Madlib, Quasimoto, MF Doom 
id Talib Kweli are the most recogniza- 
>, but the lowrider rap of Guilty 
mpson, Cx Kidtronics and Rockola’s 
idy celebration of physicality and 
Oe Blacc’s suave R&B-rooted sound 
also welcome at the party. Best of 
_ the phrase “lock ‘n’ load” is only 
ed once! 


al 


in@vueweekly.com 
west album is a sequel 
Yat was either never 
eased or never made, depending 
ou ask. The fact that he made 
> new record is a typical Young 
ve, and that sums up the music, 
He rambles and shuffles—some- 
€s for nearly 20 minutes—and does 
all in his standar, ragged glory. It’s 
new, but it’s definitely Young. 



















zm | ENTER SANDOR 


= | STEVEN SANDOR 
= | stoven@veweeklycon 


By now, most of us are used to hear- 
ing the music of our most precious 
artists used in commercials. Heck, The 
Pogues have helped to hock Cadillacs 
and The Clash has been used to help 
sell Nissans. 

But, because commercials are 
everywhere—they can get to viewers 
no matter if they are watching Sunday 
football or the Food Network—they 
may be the most effective media in 
today’s world when it comes to pro- 
moting music. Pretty well any artist 
who has done an ad for iPods or 
iTunes has seen their sales soar, from 
Feist to Gorillaz. And, in 2004, U2 used 
the single “Vertigo” in conjunction 
with an Apple ad campaign. If Apple is 
good enough for the exaggerated self- 
importance of Bono, it certainly has 
the moral moxy to ask pretty well any 
artist in the world if it wants to lend a 
song to the company’s next campaign. 

Now, we have gone another step. 
How about a song, released in con- 
junction with a commercial, which 
then becomes a hit? No album. No 
other hype. Just an ad. 

It is happening. Thanks to Dell. 

Devo, of course, was one of the 
biggest musical acts of the New Wave 
movement. Key members Mark Moth- 
ersbaugh and Gerald Casale now work 
in the film and advertising businesses. 
When Dell needed music that had an 


‘80s New Wave sound to promote its 


QUICK SPINS 


= 

Ps 

=x | WHITEY vo TH PLAYER 
= | quickspins@vweweskly.com 


EVERY TIME | DIE 
THE BIG DIRTY 
FERRET 

A huge disturbance; 


As if a million asses 
Were kicked, then, silence ... 


ACROSS THE UNIVERSE 

MUSIC FROM THE MOTION PICTURE 
INTERSCOPE 

Bunch of Beatles hits 

Sung by actors. Oh, and some 
Douchebag named Bono ... 


THE BLACK DAHLIA MURDER 
ANAL 


NocTU 
~ METAL BLADE 


Quality control : 
Just ain't the biggest deal in 
The death metal biz 


DUST GALAXY 
DUST GALAXY 

ESL MUSIC 

Some people call it 


"Eclectic"; others call it 
“Spraying the whole bow!" 


It’s not selling out if 


you ‘Work It’ 


latest laptop, it got Mothersbaugh, 
Casale and Devo. The company’s ad 
firm knew that Devo was toying with 
new material, and when it got a sneak 
preview of “Watch Us Work It,” it was 
decided that the public debut for the 
band’s material would come with the 
new Dell ad. Remixes were arranged 
by an ad firm. Instead of a recording 
contract, Devo got Dell to basically 
release its song through an ad. 

You've probably seen the commer- 
cial; models dressed like New Wave 
starlets work on an engine, then start 
playing with a Dell laptop. 

Well, that Devo song, written for 
Dell, has become a phenomenon. The 
single is now available on iTunes and, 
it's selling well. And it’s creating a 
new demand from Devo fans for the 
band to get back together and actually 
crank out an album. There is no large 
cry that the band has sold out—heck, 
fans in the know realize Mothers- 
baugh and Casale have been helping 
shill products for years. 

A band that puts its music in com- 
mercials is no longer seen as selling 
out. Whether or not the ad campaign 
has helped Dell will be revealed later, 
when the company releases its sales 
figures, but that campaign has certain- 
ly helped Devo revive itself. In a world 
where advertising can be home to cul- 
tural expression, a Dell ad has shown 
that art can be created from com- 
merce. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


HARD Fl 

ONCE UPON A TIME IN THE WEST 
ATLANTIC 

If it's a case of 


Style coming over substance; 
They make a good case 


THE EAGLES 

LONG ROAD OUT OF EDEN 
UNIVERSAL 

It's softer than a 


premature baby's head and 
About as toothy 


GUITAR HERO 
Tita OF HUCK COMPANION PACK 


Somewhere in Sweden 

Yngwie Malmsteen eats cheese 
wheels, 

Quietly sobbing 


BUCK-O-NINE 
SUSTAIN 

STOMP 

Hoping and praying 


The pendulum will soon swing 
Back to ‘94 


AVENGED SevVNOLD 
AVENGED SEVENFOLD 
WARNER 

Modern Hard Rock band 
Likely in debt sevenfold 
To the Tattoo shop! 


NOV 16, 


ig 


AND TRUCKS | 


NOV 30 


CINDY CHURCH 


, « : Available at : “00 od £008, eA 
Tix S17 siti 000 ee 


St Basils Cultural Centre 


10819-71 Ave ean Oe 
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int ASTROLOGY 


ROB BREZSNY 
freewill @vveweekly.com 


ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 

Read these lines by Israeli poet Yehuda 
Amichai, translated by Chana Block and 
Stephen Mitchell: “A flock of sheep near 
the airport or a high-voltage generator 
beside the orchard: these combinations 
open up my life like a wound, but they 
also heal it. That’s why my feelings 
always come in twos.” Draw inspiration 
from this passage. Rather than experienc- 
ing the riddles and contradictions of your 
life merely as painful schisms, think of 
them also as mysterious unifications 


TAURUS (APA 20 - MAY 20) 


__Buring the lead up to Pennsylvania's elec- 


tion of a US Senator in 2006, the leftist 
Green Party in Pennsylvania tried hard to 
get its candidate on the ballot. Facing 
almost insurmountable odds to raise the 
necessary funds, it turned to an unlikely 
source: conservative Republicans, who 
gladly and fiendishly contributed money 
in the hope that the Green Party's nomi- 
nee would siphon votes away from their 
far more via itor, the Democrat- 
ic candid 0 e able to 
pull off a similar coup in the coming 
weeks, Taurus {ting an adversary or 
opponent to aid t your cause 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 


Do you have a pet pig? If so, it'll be a good 





















week to i te what Homer Simpson did 
in The Simp Movie: hold your animal 
friend upside-down and help it simulate 
the act of creeping along the ceiling, all the 


while singing a “Spider-pig” version of the 
Spider-man theme song. You need action 
that’s simultaneously high up and reversed, 
Gemini. You've got to be grounded yet 
rebellious as you soar. Or you need to defy 
gravity as you take baby steps. Or some- 
thing like that. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Though Wales is at the same latitude as 
Siberia, it's free of frigid tundra. Still, its cli- 
mate isn’t exactly balmy. Cool, cloudy, damp 
days are common. That's why Welsh horti- 
culturalists cheered with shocked exultation 
last summer, when three outdoor banana 
plants produced fruit at the National Botani- 
cal Garden. It was an unprecedented mira- 
cle. | predict a comparable development for 
you, Cancerian. A source that has never been 
more than lukewarm will get downright trop- 
ical. An influence that has been inhospitable 
to your passion will become fertile and wel- 
coming. As a result, you will bloom in a way 
you never have before. 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 

“A British study revealed that the average 
man spends a full six months of his life 
staring at women in a slack-jawed trance 
of frustrated desire,” reported The Week 
magazine. That's the bad news. The good 
news? The omens suggest you have an 
extraordinary capacity right now to break 
any slack-jawed trance of frustrated 
desire you've been oppressed by. That's 
true whether you're a hetero man or any 
other kind of Leo. So identify the sad, 
unrequited longing that evokes your most 
poignant disappointment, and rise up to 
overthrow it. You've got the power to 
declare your independence. 


| 


_ Pro Coro brings the Misa Criolla into 


today with the help of ;Bomba! 


SARAH CHAN / sareh@vueweekly.com 

boys club is gathering this 
Az: to combine layers of 

male voices in Pro Coro 
Canada’s Remembrance Day concert. 
Joining the choir will be the male 
members of the Kokopelli choir, the 
Edmonton youth choir and the choirs 
from Victoria School of Performing & 
Visual Arts, Sturgeon comp and 
Bellerose high school. Together, 
these choristers will be performing a 
repertoire that will pay tribute to the 
Canadian Armed Forces. 

Among the offerings is one of Ariel 
Ramirez's most famous works, Misa 
Criolla. Written in 1964, the Misa Cnol- 
ia is a mass that incorporates tradi- 
tional rhythms, instruments and the 
language of Argentina. Defined as a 
Creole mass, the origins of the afore- 
mentioned rhythms and instruments 
are of native Argentina, not to be con- 
fused with indigenous Argentina. 


TO HELP BRING THE isa criotia to life, 


Latin-jazz force ;Bomba! will be 
teaming up with the host of male 
voices. Bandleader Mario Allende 
intends to add jBomba!’s own signa- 
ture to Sunday’s performance. 

“We're going to introduce a lot 
more,” Allende divulges. “We've got a 
Latin American folkloric base, but 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

Lieutenant General Ricardo S Sanchez, 
who was the supreme commander of US 
troops in Iraq from June 2003 to July 
2004, thinks his government has made 
tragic mistakes. Citing “a catastrophically 
flawed war plan,” he said, “There has 
been a glaring display of incompetent 
strategic leadership from our national 
leaders.” Sanchez is your role model for 
the coming week, Virgo. | hope he 
inspires you to do one of three things: (1) 
raise a critique of a group or institution 
you've been an instrumental part of; (2) 
rebel against the faulty execution of an 
idea you support; (3) put your service to 
moral truth above blind loyalty. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

It will be a good week to build your spiri- 
tual prowess by dancing on burning 
embers without getting scorched, by 
smashing bricks with your forehead with- 
out getting a headache, or by parachuting 
out of a plane without scaring yourself to 
death. But there are other, less physical 
ways to jolt yourself into a higher state of 
awareness; you don’t need to risk injury 
in order to boost your ability to see the 
big picture. For example, you could push 
through the terror you feel about asking 
for what you really want. You could over- 
come your fear of being honest with peo- 
ple you care about. You could stride into a 
place where you once experienced a 
defeat, and take the forceful action nec- 
essary to render that loss irrelevant. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

| believe that doing the challenging assign- 
ments |'m about to describe will put you in 
alignment with cosmic rhythms, and make 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


SUN, NOV 11 (2 PM) 


PRO CORO CANADA 
MALEVOICES:THE NEW TRADITION 

TRENT WORTHINGTON, CONDUCTOR 
WITH (BOMBA! ROLAND MAJEAU 

WINSPEAR CENTRE S29- 45 


hu 
=> 
co 
co 
ao 


from there what we're going to do is 
add to that, not change it. We're being 
pretty faithful to the original arrange- 
ment, but we’re adding bata drums 
where there used to be congas. Bata 


it more likely that you will attract grace and 
synchronicity into your life. You are, of 
course, under no obligation to carry them 
out. That's because you have free will, and 
are always at liberty to choose a path that 
leads you away from grace and synchronic- 
ity. With that as a caveat, here are the 
roles | believe you should play in the com- 
ing week if you'd like to thrive: a catalytic 
X-factor; a tender wild card; a friendly 
shocker; a nonviolent bombshell; an agent 
provocateur who loves all you survey. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22 - DEC 21) 

You now have a talent for seeing what 
has been invisible. You're good at ferret- 
ing out secrets and uncovering hidden 
agendas. In fact, you can generate good 
fortune for yourself by articulating the 
confusing truths and unconscious feelings 
that have been simmering in the shad- 
ows. There's another task for which you 
have an exceptional aptitude, Sagittarius: 
drawing long-term cycles to a graceful 
finish. You have the power to climax 
meandering dramas that have been 
resistant to closure; you can find resolu- 
tion where everyone said there could only 
be messy ambiguity. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

An atheist won't be elected president of 
the United States anytime soon. Polls show 
that every other minority is viewed more 
favourably than the God-is-a-fraud crowd. | 
think that’s a shame. Even though | myself 
am a big fan of the Creator, I'm sure She 
loves cynics who don't believe in her just 
as much as She loves the most pious wor- 
shippers. Furthermore, | suspect that Her 
good will is sorely tested by the “religious” 
fanatics who spread hatred in Her name. 





drums are an African-Amer; 
sacred drum.” 


Allende has no intention of entirely 
reinventing the widely recorded 
revered Misa Criolla, but {;Bomba 
does intend to interpret the pie: 
the group’s unique style. “Now we can 
introduce things like the Peruvian | 
drum,” he says. “When you're playir 
today a piece that is older, you should 
play the piece with things that ar 
available now. You've got to do your 
version of it, your interpretation.” v 


So what does this have to do with your cu- 
fent horoscope? This: my analysis of the 
astrological omens suggests that you'd be 
wise to do as | just did, which is to declare 
your support for people whose ideas you 
disagree with. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20- FEB 18) 

Last week, my STARmeter ranking on the 
Internet Movie Database (imdb.com) shot 
up 56 per cent. | don’t know Why. Maybe 
the movie | helped make in the 1990s final- 
ly got distributed in Eastern Europe of 
something. Even if you've never been 
involved in the motion picture industry 
Aquarius, I’m betting your unofficial 
STARmeter will soon zoom up, too. The 
astrological omens suggest it may even be 
time for your 15 minutes of fame. At the 
very least, you'll find yourself in the spot- 
light or rising in the popularity polls or gos 
siped about twice as much as usual. 


PISCES (FEB 18- MAR 20) 

The Arctic is heating up faster than the res! 
of the planet. As the ice melts, the ‘a! 
north’s oil, natural gas and diamonds are 
becoming more accessible to greé 
humans. Russia has already planted its flag 
on the sea floor, hoping to lay claim to ter 
tory that has belonged to no one in partic 
lar up until now. Canada, America, a" 
Denmark have also become players in ths 
modern land grab. | predict that you will 
soon be dealing with a situation that has 
metaphorical resemblances to this devel 
opment. Frozen assets will become avail 
able, and several parties will be caught UP 
in a rush to appropriate them. If you truly 
believe you'd make best use of those ric 
es, by all means formulate an aggress!'" 
action plan immediately. w 


y 








MacEwan's Centre for the 
of all levels to play a vari- 


lies * Meet each Mon 


fl CENTRE 11205-101 St 
Mon (5~ eer piste 
1 ), Tue (5-7pm) © 
: Circle; Tue (6-8pm) « 
ma aed Pow-wow; Wed 
) Class; Thu (5-7pm) ® Cree Class: 
| Residency; Fri {all day) * Safe 
‘Harm Reduction; last Fri each month (11am- 
pm) * Tobacco Reduction; every Fri(1-2pm) * Drop-in 
‘Night: Fri (B-8pm) 


is ara hen Peciy, UofA INREF) 
r j } 
ce . . Chris Harri’ side show and talk 
‘pf an eeolngical wonder ¢ Nov. 8 (4:30pm) 


“CLIMATE WARS Myer Horowitz Theatre, U of A (492- 

22) © An exhamination of the environmental and politi- 
«| ramifications of climate change, lecture by Gwynne 

‘Dyer * Wed, Nov. 21 (7:30pm) © Free 


EDMONTON NATURE CLUB Foval Avera Museum 
Martin Krkosek lecture Sa/mon 
Fart oor the Future of British Columbia's 
ia! Foossstems ® Fri, Nov. 16 (7:30pm) 


went eee Allendale School, 
‘wwew.imagesab.ca © Meets the 2nd 
d 4th Thu (8pm) each month featuring presentations, speak- 
r Photographers of all levels are wel- 
come © $40 1/$50 (family\/$20 (full-time stu- 
deni; visitors may attend three times before joining 
AUSTEN SOCIETY Edmonton Room, Stanley A. 

er Library (479-1729) © Second Chances, a talk by 
i: Nearey on Jane Austen's final novel, Persuasion; 
‘Tollowed by discussion and light refreshments * Sat, Nov. 
10 (2-4pm) © Free 


ing his My Years. : Prime Mast 5 
is memoir as finister, signing to 
follow » Wed, Nov. 14 (7:30pm) * $5 at Greenwoods’ 
Bookshoppe, Laurie Greenwood's Volume Il 
cH BY THE BOOKS: ENERGY, SUSTAINABILITY, 

D ALBERTA’S FUTURE Main Floor, Centre Core, Stanley 
‘Milner Library, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq # Diana Gibson, 
esearch director of the Parkland Institute, will explore issues 
related to the energy extraction sector in Alberta and sustain- 

ability * Nov. 15(12:05-12:50pm) Free 
EDITATION * Gaden Samten Ling Tibetan Buddhist 
11403-101 St, www.gadensamten- 
{ing.org (479-0014) by Kushok Lobsang Dhamchoe; beginner 
‘Tue (7pm); intermediate Wed (7pm); advanced Sun (11am- 
broccoli 
3 1.079; Raj 
Meditation « Tibetan Tradition 
10502-70 Ave ( 157) www.karmatashiling.org; 
Seginners welcome, instruction available; Wed (7pm); free 


‘TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of 


n offers roups and workshops for parents 
Pane Support groups hops for par 










ERDALE NETZERO ENERGY HOUSE 10004-87 St © 
House Tour * Sat, Nov. 17 (1am-4:30pm) * Free; 
Info@riverdalenetzero,ca 


_ SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (: * For women 


(496-5930) 
“who are experit isis 
 mpeceneg Siete eae res atate ite crisis end 


DAYS THAT SHOOK THE WORLD Strathcona 
par ay Lesa bie y a 10139-87 as 
89 mai Anniversary of the great 
October Socialist Revolution of 1917 with a Revolutionary 
‘Speech by Jason Mann. A dramatic reading of Tim Buck's 
‘waitings on Canada and the Russian Revolution. Music by 
the Notre Dame de Bananes Choir and featuring the 
Bople’s Poets ® Sat, Nov. 10(7pm) © $5 


ING TUESDAY FLM/DOCUMENTARY 
Tea Lounge, 11116-82 Ave (988-8105) © 
The High Cost of Low Cost * Tue, 


TUESDAY FILM SERIES Steeps Tea 
Ave (988-8105) * Documentary Why We 
13 (7pm) * Free 


Gla: Norquest College, Fim 601, 1021 j 
fey Wed ml 0216-108 St (454-3720); 


TOURETTE SYNDROME SUPPORT Academy of Ki 

Ear 25-10 St. Nom door -860424 874» 
ul of TS kit 

Meeting (om) parents of TS kids * 1st Wed 


FOLK CLUB MUSIC SEMINAR Norwood Legi 
1150-82 St (436-1554) © Hosted by Moses Gregg aia 
* Sat, Nov, 10 (1-3pm) * $5 (memberi/$10 (non-member) 
WALKING WITH GRIEF FOR PARENTS Knox Metropolitan 
United Church, 8307-109 St (454-1231, ext. 224) * The 
Edmonton Bereavement Centre * Nov. B-Dec, 20 (Thu 7- 
Spm) * Pre-register 


WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD (CEB) Civil Engineeri 
Building, U of A Campus * Dam/age traces de 
Arundhati Roy's bold and controversial campaign against the 
Narmada dam project In India; Dr. Naomi Krogman. 
Professor of rural economy, will be on hand to lead a discus- 
sion following the film * Wed, Nov. 14 (5pm) 


WHAT WORKS TO PREVENT VIOLENCE, TERROR AND 
WAR? Misericordia Community Hospital Auditorium, 16940- 
87 Ave (735-2512) © Lecture by Mary-Wynne Ashford © 
Wed, Nov. 14 (7-9:30pm) # Free 


WOMEN IN BLACK |n front of the Old Strathcona Farmers’ 
Market * Silent vigil the 1st and 3rd Sat (10-11am) each 
month, stand in silence for a world without violence 


THE WORD MADE MUSIC-PRESENCE AND PRE-FIGU- 
RATION Star of the North Retreat Centre (459-5511) « 
Recorded musical works as commentary on the life of Christ 
© Tue, Nov. 13 (7pm) * $19 (adv\/$25 (door) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Red Deer (403-247- 
6073) * Affirm welcome LGBTO people and their friends, 
family, and allies, meet at Sunnybrook United Church the 
‘2nd Tus (7pm) each month. 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex. sexual, 
‘gender differences in education and culture focus group * 
Contact Dr. Andre Grace (andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton * Social 
group for bi-curious and bisexual women © 2nd Thu 
{7;30pm) each month 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) * Large 
{tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) # 
Open nightly Spm-3am, Fri Bpm-3pm © Sun: Rotating drag 
shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust 
Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella NE1 in The GoDonna 
Show, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon; Amateur strip con- 
test with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy « 
Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump 
day with DJ Sexoy Sean © Thu: Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: 
We made ‘em famous! DJ Eddy Toontlash, come early to 
‘ayoid lineup, no cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for 
men only, free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave 
(482-7960) © Open 24/7 * www.gayedmonton.com 


MUSIC NIGHT © A mature social group, cou- 
ples and singles welcome * E-mail 
edmontonmusicnight@hotmail.com for more info 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 St * A group of older gay men and 
their admirers who have common social interests meet the 
2nd Sun (2:30pm) of most months for a social period, a short 
meeting and a guest speaker, discussion panel or a potluck 
‘supper, Special interest groups meet for other social activities 
throughout the month. email edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, 

WWW. primetimersww.org/edmonton 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business mixer: 
Network and share contacts in the GLBT business community 
© 2nd Wed each month 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamedmonton.ca 
* Women’s Drop-In Recreational Badminton; Oliver School 
Gym, 10227-118 St (465-3620); Wed (6-7:30pm) * Ballroom 
dancing; all genders; ballroom@teamedmonton.ca® 
Bootcamp; St. Alphonsus, 11624 - 81 St Mon (7-8pm); boot- 
camp@teamedmonton.ca * Bowling: Gateway Lanes, 100 
3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat (5-7pm); bowling@teamedmonton.ca 
Curling with Pride: Granite Curling Club, 8520-107 St; Mon 
{7-15pm) until Mar. 17, 2008; curling@teamedmontan.ca * 
Qutdoor Pursuits: Ski/Snowboard Trip to Bantf and Lake 
Louise; Jan. 25-27; outdoorpursuits@teamedmonton.ca * 
Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; rinning@teamedmonton.ca * 
Swimming: NAIT pool, 11762-106 St Tue (8-Spm), Thu (7;30- 
8:30pm); swimming@teamedmonton.ca * Volleyball: 101 
Amiskiwacy Academy, Municipal Airpart Terminal just off 
Kingsway; Wed recreational (8-10pm); 
feevolleyball@teamedmonton.ca; Thu Intermediate; volley- 
ball@teamedmonton.ca * YOGA (Hatha): Free Lion's Breath 
Yoga; every Sun (2-3:30pm); yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) of contact?@hivedmonton.com * 
Programs and support services for people affected and 
infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses, Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, advoca- 
cy and public awareness campaigns 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost. 10345-104 St (387-3343) 
© Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and supporters meet 
‘the 2nd Thu of each month (8pm); pont 
http;//aroups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer (LGBTQ) 
faculty, graduate student, academic, straight allies and sup- 
port staff * 3rd Thu each month (fall/winter terms): Speakers 
Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10409-124 St. www.edmlivingposi- 
tive.ca [Ser Teena SST me Ronde eaten 
support to people living wi * Tue 
Simmer group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 
MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 
8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) 
Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduc- 
tion in French, English and other African I * 3dand 
4th Sat (Sam-Spm) each month # Free (member)/$10 (mem- 
bership) * Pre-register 
edm arecionél and 
‘ingwaves_edm * | 
five swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged 








‘to participate: Socializing after practices * Every Tue, Thu 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ava * Support meeting for 
parents, families and friends of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered people * 1st Tue (7pm) each month * 


Information phone Ruby at 436-1998 
tonabOpf i after 6pm, or edmon- 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (489-3734) 
© Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri3-10pm © Youth theatre ! 
Project is developing a play to educate about and reduce 
homophobic bullying. I's @ way for GLBTO and straight identi- 
fied youth to address the problem; no previous theatre experi- 
‘nce needed. Meetings: Wed (7pm) at the Pride Centre, con- 
tact Emily (Emily@pridecentreofedmonton.org, 488-3234) for 
info * Bears Movie Night Bears Club: last Sun each month 
{1-Spm, TV room) * Trans ie Group: Support 
and education for transsexual, |, intersexed, 
two-spirited and questioning individuals; 1st, 3rd, last Sun (2 
4pm) each month with Gody * Sunday Night Men's 
Discussion Group: Mens social and discussion group; Sun 
{7pm}; Rob Wells at robwells780@hotmail.com * Friends and 
Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun (2-4pm) each month with Noelle, 
friendsandfamilyplaygroup-owmer@yahoogroups.ca 
Monday Movie Night: Movie nights with themed movies and 
discussion afterwards; Mon * TT1Q Alliance: Support meeting 
for transgender, transsexual, intersex and questioning 2nd Tue 
each month; ttiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 © GLBT 
Seniors Drop-In: Thu (2-4pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 « 
Sick and tired of being sick and tired? Cocaine Anonymous 
meeting, Thu 7-8pm; CA Hotline 425-2715 * HIV Outreach 
Drop-in circle every other Thu (7pm) * Youth Understanding 
Youth: Youth support and social group; Sat (?-9pm), 
yuy@shaw.ca; www.members, shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up and 
Show Up-Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book Study; Sat (12-1), 
Suitypshowup@hotmail.com * NDP LGBT Caucus: last Sun 
each month with Jay, 488-3234 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu, Sun Bpm- 
3am; Fri Sat 8pm-4am; closed Mon, Tue, Wed © Thu: 
Thursdays are Goryeous with Hostess Hootie McBoob, featur- 
ing Drag Kings apd Queens, burlesque and amateur strip the 
last Thu each month * Fri: All Request Dance Party with DJ 
Jazzy rotating shows every week * Sat: Always like New 
Years Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) downstairs and DJ Jazzy (new 
music) upstairs * Sun: Flashback Sundays: Featuring host- 
esses Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair, rotating quests. Free pool 
all night long: $3 cover * Weekends: $4 (members)/$6 (nan- 
memberl/Sun $2 cover 


‘ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave (436-1555) « 


People of all sexual orientations are welcome. Sunday wor- 
ship at 10am 


SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS * A woman's social group gath- 
ers once a month on Sat for conversation over tea and coffee « 
Information e-mail; singlewomen40plus@hatmail.com 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * Steam 
baths open daily (24hrs) 


'WOMONSPACE (730-482-174) * A non-profit lesbian 
organization, organized activities held monthly including 
licenced non-smoking dances, coffee houses, family events, 
games nights, golf toumaments and more * www.gaycana- 
da.com/womonspace, e-mail: womonspace@gmail.com 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (498-6557) » Open Daily 
{noon) * Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick * Sat-Sun 
Poo! Tournaments: 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


‘THE EVE Whitemud Crossing Library, 4211-106 Street (496- 


1822) © Feature film rated 14A, violence and disturbing 
content. Cantonese and Thai with English subtitles * Sun, 
Nov. 18 (2pm) * Free 


PARAMOUNT'S ORIGINAL LASER SPECTACULAR The 

Arden, St. Albert (459-1542) « Featuring The Music of Pink 
Floyd® Fri, Nov. 9 (7pm and 10pm) * $35 at TicketMaster, 

Arden box office 


REMEMBERANCE-A NIGHT OF GOSPEL, RHYTHM AND 
SOUL Royal Alberta Museum, 12845-102 Ave © In support of 
The Rememberance Foundation for the Elimination of Youth 


Violence * Sat, Nov. 10 (7pm door), 7:30pm show) * $25 


KARAOKE 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain Rd 


(484-7751) * Wed (8pm-12am); Thu, Fri, Sat (9:30pm-1:30am): 
with Right Said Ed 

CASTLEDOWN'S P UB 16753-100 St Tue (9pm-lam): 
with Off-Key Entertainment 

(CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd (472-7696) 
© Thu (10:30pm) * Wed: Name that Tune 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) * Fri: Karaoke 
with Knsta, Liquid Entertainment 

HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 Street (421-9898) © Fri (8pm- 
midnight): Hot Karaoke Productions 

LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd 
(431-5815) © Sun (Bpm): With Evolution Entertainment 
PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 135 St, 113 Ave (451-8022) # 
Thu (9:30pm-1:20am): with Gord from Stonerock Productions 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0597) * Fri-Sat 
{10pm-2am); Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) © Fri (Spm-late): 
Karaoke with Chris 


MO0JO'S Best Wester Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7888) 
© Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions 


(NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1939) * Thu: Karaoke 


NIKITA'S 10162-1004 St (414-0806) * Karaoke Tue and 
Thu (7pm-12am) with Shelley 


‘O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) * Thu 
(9pm): Name that Tune 


(ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4757) * Karaoke 
‘Mon (9:30pm): with Wil Clark and Mr, Entertainment * Thu 
(9pm): Salsa Rocks 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) * Wed/Thu/Sun 
{9:30pm-2am). with TLE Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St (988- 
5457) © Sat (Spm): Karaoke hosted by Jenny Joy 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running 
Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 


{ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604-101 St (423- 
3499] * Mon-Sat Spm); Sun (7pm); with Ruth, a 
10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) * Old . 
0475-80 Ave (439-7211); Thu-Sat (-30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 
63 Ave; Thu-Sat (9pm-Tam): with Off-Key Entertainment 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
13710-104 St (472-8336) ® Tue, Fri-Sat (Fam-midnight); Sat- 
Sun {1-Spm) 


YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camogie Dr, St. Albert (459-0295) 
© Thu (9:30pm-2am); with Off-Key Entertainment 


CLASSIFIEDS 





A dramatic approach to 
combatting homophobia, 


63 | QUEERMONTON 


—— | TAMARA GORZALKA 
tam@vweweekly.com 


Every Wednesday night in Edmonton, a 
group meets in the surprisingly spa- 
cious and colourful basement of the 
Pride Centre. They're working on some- 
thing called the Youth Theatre Project, 
a group dedicated to performing dra- 
matic and comedic pieces about homo- 
phobic bullying. The skits were written 
both by the youth and adult facilitators 
and many are based on the real stories 
of the participants. 

The group formed in July and started 
creating the vignettes in August, with 
their first performance slated for the 
beginning of December. The skits were 
written communally, based on a scenario 
that one or more of the members had 
experienced. The project's coordinator, 
Emily Johnson, says that together the 
series of skits “Create a picture of 
homophobic bullying. We hope that it's 
really entertaining but also engaging 
and educational, which are hard things 
to bring together.” 

She explains, “What we're trying to 
do is talk about all the different kinds 
of homophobic bullying that there are. 
Because it's not just violence and it's 
not graffiti, but there-are also things 
like outing someone without their per- 
mission or saying things like, ‘That's so 
gay’ because they create spaces that 
aren't safe for people who are a sexual 
minority.” 

All participants seem to point to a 
sketch about sock puppets as their 
favourite aspect of the project. Think of 
the Concerned Children’s Advertisers 
“Don'tcha Put It In Your Mouth” PSA, but 
with a queertastic bent. A group of 
homophobic high school students bully a 
kid for being gay, until the Rainbow 
Avenger arrives to sing about being 
“nice to your gay friends and neigh- 
bours.” 

Nancy Price, who wrote the song, 
now performs it at her own concerts. 
“No matter where | play it or what kind 
of demographic | think the audience is, 
so far I've always had someone show 
gratitude afterward, whether by shout- 
ing ‘Thank you!’ during the applause, or 
coming up to me after the concert to 
explain why it's important to them. Once 
it was a straight person who had been 
gay bashed.” 

In the skit, the bullies paint “fag” 
onto the gay puppet's locker. The same 
thing (minus the puppets) happened to 
Christopher Rogers, a grade 11 student 
at Victoria School. Chris was outed in 
junior high when a classmate found out 
about his bisexuality. She promised not 
to tell, but by the next day everyone 
knew. He was harassed and name called 
so often that he eventually stopped 
showing up, only going to school one or 
two days a week. 


MATTHEW SICARD, who's in grade 12 
at Inner City High School, knows what 
this sort of daily harassment can do to a 
person. He was called over to his 
friend's house, where his best friend 
held a knife at his own throat. He was 
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ready to commit suicide because of the 
incessant teasing he'd faced for being 
queer. He says his friend is now able to 
“tum the other cheek” and the only way 
to deal with the bullying is to not let it 
bother you. 

Both Chris and Matt were forced out 
of their homes because of their sexual- 
ity and neither have been able to sal- 
vage any relationship with their 
parents. Matt was very surprised by his 
family’s response. “My parents didn’t 
really jump at [my being queer} as well 
as | expected them to. | brought my 
boyfriend home one day and that night 
| got kicked out of my house. | was 15 
and my mom dropped me off at the 
Youth Emergency Shelter and I've been 
in Edmonton for three years now strug- 
gling. Went through all the stuff every- 
one else does on the streets. It was a 
lot of rough times but I’m giad that | 
found a community like the Pride Cen- 
tre to come into and be accepted for 
who | am, as obviously my parents did- 
n't do that.” = 

All the adult facilitators seem to 
agree that seeing these youth over- 
come such struggles is one of the most 
rewarding aspects of their involvement 
in the project. Volunteer Jill Delarue 
says, “It’s been interesting to meet 
these people who are creative, funny 
Well adjusted and smart and hear 
these horrible things that have hap- 
pened in their past and that they have 
healed and grown and are ready to 
move forward.” 

When asked about why homophobia 
is such a problem, social worker Bren- 
dan Van Alstine chalks it up to LGBTQ 
people being an “invisible minority,” 
making it easy to ignore them. Jill thinks®* 
it's because it's still acceptable. “A lot of 
people don’t do anything when they see 
it,” she says. 

Matt sums it up simply: “People are 
scared of what they don’t know.” 

The participants had different sugges- 
tions for how the average person can 
Stop homophobia in their community. Jill 
said "Stop smiling when you hear a gay 
joke. Just make it unacceptable.” 

“I'd really love for everyone to stop 
saying, ‘That's so gay,’ but beyond that 
it's important for people to speak up,” 
was Emily's response. 

Chris reminds that “One person can 
still make a difference, even if it's a litt'®* 
one.” 

“It starts with yourself. Policing your 
attitudes, your actions, your words,” 
added social work student Patty 
Neumeyer. 

The YIP is still in need of more per- 
formers under 25, queer or allied. The 
project is also looking for places to per- 
form and would love to hear from schoo! 
staff and other venues. 

Contact Emily for more information: 
emily@pridecentreofedmonton.org, 
“Pride Centre of Edmonton Youth The- 
atre Project” on Facebook or call 
488.3234. 

The group will be performing on Dec 
1 at the Art Gallery of Alberta for the 
Exposure Festival's Family Day at the 
AGA. The event is from 12 - 4 pm, free 
and open to all definitions of families 
YTP performs at 2:30 pm. v 
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EDUCATIONAL 





Actors needed_. 
Do you have what it takes to 
Achieve your san 


Classes for Adults and 
Youth ages 10-13 
Don't miss out learning 
from the BEST!!! 

Call today and book 
our spot in the class. 
(780) 460-4607 
Check out www.tomlogan.com 





HELP WANTED 


Culna 
«* Looking for creative minds for our kitchen. Contact 
Nathan or Zana at 437-5588 








TICKETMASTER CANADA is seeking outgoing, ener- 
getic individuals to work as box office sellers in 
Edmonton. Starting wage is $8.50 an hour and we 
offer room for growth. Please fax resume to 
780.425.4084 or email to barret.hall@ticketmaster.ca 





Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 





MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Bd. 439-0408. 





ARTIST TO ARTIST 
FREE*FREE*FREEoFREE*FREE 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREESFREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


A Perfect Christmas Print Affair—Call for 
Participation at SNAP through Dec. Small to medium 
sized prints $100-$300 accepted by Fri, Nov. 23 (12- 

5pm). Info: 423-1492/email snap@snapartists.com 











Call for submissions: Main Stage pruction: 
of Dance. This year, the festival's 
theme is the choreographic explorations of the human 
spirit. Feats wants to challenge ne eats to 
interact with this theme. Deadline: 
http:/Avww.abdancealliance.ab.ca/feats/ 





Call for submissions: Site-specific Performances 
Feate—Festival of Dance. Anywhere, Anytime, 
Anyplace-take your performance out of the studio. 


www.abdancealliance.ab.ca/feats/ 
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90 to www.uptownfolkelub.ca 


Drummer/percussionist for busy cover/original band. 
Hired gunns OK-would prefer personne! who could 
eventually be band members. Some live/some studio 








Ex-member of Las Vegas Crypt Keepers looking to join a 
band-all original act with some covers. Lots of experi- 
ence. Call Paul Ellingham 237-8940. 





Millet bassist/autoharpist, seeks musician, poet, 
dancer, etc. Play to improve and perform. No drugs, 
booze, or egos. 387-3343 


SERVICES 


Pilgrims Hospice Helps Grieving Young People: weekly 
sessions. Families, schools and agencies call 413- 
9801 ext 309 to register and for info. 
Www. pilgrimshospice.ca. 


SACE - Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides crisis 
intervention, information, counseling and public edu- 
cea services. We can customize a presentation to 
ur needs. T: (780) 423-4102 / F: 421-8734 / E: 
yee sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca / 24 Hour Crisis 
Line: 423-4121 








Want to stop smoking? Nicotine Anonymous 


meetings: a every Wed, Ebenezer United Church 
Hall, 106 Ave, 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020. 








VOLUNTEER 


Pilgrims Hospice seeks musical volunteers to lead 
sing-a-longs and/or to perform for our very forgiving 
day program clients. Tracy: 413-9801 








See your brain in action! Participate in research at 
UofA! Right-handed men, 18-50. Reimbursement pro- 
vided. Call 604-0048 








CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs guar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


Edmonton fashion week seeks models for runway 
shows. Go See to be held on Nov. 17 (12-Spm) at 
Planet Ze Design Centre, 10055-80 Ave. www.edmon- 
tonfashionweek.com 








STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 








MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981 





Submissions for Stage Struck, 2008 at the Walterdale 
Playhouse. Submission deadline: Nov. 30. Info: 
Mary-Ellen Perley at 481-3716, mperley@shaw.ca 


Juried photography exhibition: Deadline: Feb. 4, 2008 
for exhibition: May 29-June 14, 2008 at TU Gallery. Ph 
421-1731 for info 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features quest 
artists. Incl: proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; artist 
statement. For info Ph Tim 423-2966 


The deadline for The Works Art & Design Festival 
2008 application to the Art Market or the Street 
Stage is Nov. 16. You can download the application 
off of our website at www.theworks.ab.ca 


WORKSHOP - DEC. 8 


SPONSORED BY THE ALRERTA SOCIETY OF ARTISTS 


PART | (9 AM - 10:15 AM) 


LECTURE BY PAUL FREEMAN ABOUT HIS ARTWORK. 


PART I! (10:30 AM - 4 PM) 


WORKSHOP ON LANDSCAPE PAINTING BY AMANDA O'CONNELL 
COST: ASA MEMBERS - $20 
NON-MEMBERS - $40 
(REGISTRATION REG. BY DECEMBER 3, 2007) 


SAM TO 4PM 
LOCATION: HARCOURT HOUSE ART CENTRE 
10211-112ST, EDMONTON 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
CWCARSONGARTISTS-SOCIETY.AB.CA 

PH: 426-0072 * FAX:420-0944 








Research project at UofA seeks right-handed men 18- 
50 suffering from SCHIZOPHRENIA. Reimbursement 
provided. Call 604-0048. 





Become a friend to a new Canadian and share a life- 
changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474-8554 





Volunteers with educational/professional background 
in psychology/sociology, needed to assist workshop 
facilitators with workshops related to psycho-social 
issues (depression, anger management...) Thu evgs. 
for 10 wks, or Sat moms. for 5 wks. NE Edmonton. 

Erin, 432-1137 ext. 357 





The City of Edmonton Youth Council (CEYC) is recruit- 
ing for its 2007-2008 term membership! We are look- 
ing for youth aged 13-23, residents in the City of 
Edmonton and interested in being involved in civic 
youth issues. www.ceyc.ca, Info: Jennifer 496-4938, 
E: Jennifer Wong@edmonton.ca 


Call 468-7070 to donate today—and help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance 





Be a Big Brother or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! Call 
Big Brother Big Sister today. 424-8181. Do you 
remember someone who believed in you when you 

were a child? Be that person in a child’s life today. All it 

takes is one hour a week 


HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative leaders 
who want to leam more about liver health. Computer 
designers, health promoters, public speakers are wel- 

come, we will provide mentoring. Ph Melissa 444-1547 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volunteers 
aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk youth, 
drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947, e-m: 
osyc@telus.net 
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Tihs needed to assist {adults with disabilities [ma 
basic reading and writing skills. Training, materials, 
and support provided. Flexible hrs, 1-2hrs/wk. Various 
city locations. Erin, 432-1137 ext. 357 





ElderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help with 
our daily programs that assist seniors to remain inde- 
pendent and active in their communities, For a few 
hours each week, volunteers can help with lunch and 
coffee breaks and socialize with clients. Please call 
434-4747 Ext. 4 to volunteer 





Baking with Seniors. Help female seniors living ja 7 


new extended care facility in NE Edmonton wit 
ing and other recreationactivities. Day or evening 
placements, 2-3 hrs/wk. Erin, 432-1137 ext. 357 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in a 
variety of tasks and'with some great fun events and 
outings! Many exciting shifts available! 

Call Judy 424-3545, ext 249 


Canadian Mental Health Association/Board Members 
Required. To lear more about CMHA visit: 
Wwww.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca 





Love Bingo? Come Volunteer at ElderCare Edmonton. 
Help raise funds for programs, meals and outings. 
Call 434-4747, ext. 4 





“Let's Go!” is a program which helps newcomers lear 
about their community and Canadian culture. Volunteers 
needed for the summer months only. Lots of Fun! 
Contact Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


Walking Coaches. Get fit and have fun walking and 
socializing with a small group of adults with develop- 
mental disabilities. Walking is preceded by 
ety together. 5:30-8:30pm every 2nd Fri at 
festmount Mall. Staff support provided. Erin, 432- 

1137 ext 357 


Volunteer at ElderCare, help with crafts, card 
games and socializing. Edmonton's day programs for 
seniors. Call 434-4747, ext 4 
















FUNDRAISING FOR 
GREENPEACE 


Public Outreach is looking for socially conscious individu- 
als to engage in fundraising on behalf of Greenpeace. We 
need canvassers to spread green awareness about protect- 
ing the planet's resources, to discuss pressing environmen- 
tal issues, and to ask people to join as monthly members. 
Door-to-door campaigning is a grassroots way of reaching 
Edmonton communities to speak out against environmental 
abuses. We are working for the greater good and offering 
paid outreach positions. 


$14/hr, guaranteed wage, no commission 
Contact Tristan at 


recruitment@publicoutreach.ca 


or phone 780-436-9896 





— 
Social Companion for a lonely, disabled senioy .,, 
ral exercise and t ‘ 

hrs/wk. or hoy ig Erin, 432- aye 


ee 

Mentors for children/youth living in gro 2 

hrs/wk, evenings or weekends. Vertous Tocations f 
432-1137 ext 357 





Initiative Ambassadeurs pour la Paix is tooking fo for fy 
cophone volunteers. Come leam how to present jj. 
tive workshops on antiracism/cultural diversity. \; 
at (780) 425-4644 ext 9 or kezyzewski@naarr 0, 


— 
Become a distress line volunteer. The S.),,.,, 


Network, 732-6648. con 


Volunteer teachers needed to teach Engiis) 
Second language to newcomers to Canada Orientat 
and training provided. Meet people from all aroun 

world. Jason: jmarkowsky@cci-lex.ca or 944.() 








Volunteers needed to assist new immigrants witi) «; 
ping. Momings, weekdays. Approx. 2-4 firs. ‘On C3" 
position. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 





Have you ever thought of volunteering with your 
Pet therapy is a great way to help those in our 
munity. Call Deanna at 413-4682 





CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is {ooking ; 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and s; 
events. Call Cagmen at 444-1547 


MEL enjoy wana in our eumeiaieg room at 
Contre, for more inio 
ames ts sea a at 433- 5807 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors Volunte: a 
Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 732-122) 


Volunteers needed to teach conversational ESL to a 

immigrants at various library locations. 1-2 

days/week,10-12pm or 1-3pm.(dep. on location) No exp 
teq. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 
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411/) which asked 
puzzles them. For 
“Why homophobia?” 
t boys are taught by 
ir pers: ‘once a person is labelled 
‘or “other,” that person is marked to 
pstracized. For a boy to come to the 
af a gay boy Is to pretty much 
sntee being lumped in with the gay; 

's0 a powertul taboo Is set up. 
feu're rewarded by membership i in the 
ood of dudes; you're rewarded by 
7 target for whatever ugliness you 
» inside yourself. I'm sure I'm just 
hing on the situation here; and it's 
* ef a chicken and egg solution, 


VOLUNTEER 


Drivers needed for the Seniors Volunteer 
ing Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 732-1221 


pers needed to teach conversational ESL to adult 
cna at various library locations. 1-2 
10-12om or 1-3pm.(dep. on location) No exp. 
req. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


Come join us at Nicotine 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


TAYLOR Leduc/Nisku 
28 yrs. old 36-26-36 
780-604-7801 
Flat rates per hour 


ES NEEDEDIII Make $799 US per month 
ith a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website 


S currently looking for young attractive its: 
Cal dante oreo -800-47: 


Hot Hungarian brunette; 36C-26-36; 
6 yrs; tight, tad oe fun; call for 
availability; . 


ard aa pee just 18; alae 
He indus Open mint 
nna very one 


hot Italian w/jet black hair; 
ask fil ale call for evallebil 
ity; 441-1330. 


, 20 yr old Asian; great body; loves to 
per; NO rush service; a delicate oriental gem; — 
all for availability; 965-4968. 


because who taught the meanies homo- 
phobia in the first place? And finally, I'm 
from Hawaii, where folk are a touch more 
tolerant of gays. It's not a Shangri-La of 
acceptance, but Hawaiian culture is more 
inclusive than mainland American culture. 
So I guess | can end with a further ques- 
tion: why are some cultures more prone to 
homophobia than others? 

LOVE, ISLAND READER 


DEAR ISLAND: 

Yes, | was asked to come up with some- 
thing that | just don’t get, and | picked 
homophobia, or rather, the kind of semi-dis- 
passionate, delayed-gratification, frighten- 
ingly organized sort of homophobia that 
results in anti-gay marriage legislation, not 
the kind that results in broken heads. The 
latter | can understand, sort of. The kind of 
people who break heads, with their inartic- 
ulate, reflexive need to "HULK SMASH" 
When they feel their shoddily constructed 
senses of self begin to crumble at the mar- 


ElderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help with 
daily activities such as crafts, card games and social- 
izing. For info ph 434-4747, ext. 4 





CIB is looking for volunteers with vision, 
adults (50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For more 
info call Catherine 453-8304 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 
studies with the Brain Neurobiology Research Program 
at UofA. Must be in good health, not be taking any 
medication for mental health issues, and not abuse 
drugs or alcohol. Ph 407-3775/407-3221 


The Brain Neurobiology Research Program at UofA 
seeks individuals who may be suffering from DEPRES- 
SION to be involved in a research study. Must be in 
good health, and not abuse drugs or alcohol. Ph 407- 
3221 for more info 


Love Bingo? Volunteer for ElderCare Edmonton. 
Bingo volunteers needed to help raise funds for pro- 
grams. Ph. 434-4747, ext. 4 


Volunteers needed to teach English to adult immi- 
grants. Daytime, weekdays,or evenings for 2-3 
hrs/session, approx. 1-2 times a week. Call Judy 
424-3545, ext. 249 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs 
volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 
For information ph 423-4102 


DO YOU HAVE MODERATE ASTHMA? You may 
be eligible to take part in a study examining the 
effects of fragrances on asthma. 435-9028 x 
230/jevans@toxcon.com 


Help to broadcast news for blind and print- 
restricted Edmontonians. Email: edmonton@voice- 
printcanada.com, or call 451-8331 





Volunteer needed to help with telephone calls and 
some filing. 1-2 days/week. Flexible hours. No exp. i 
Must have pleasant phone voice and mannerisms. Cal 

Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 





Overwhelmed? In a tough Talk to ws! No- 
Fee Walk-In counselling 482-INFO (4636) The Support 
Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 





Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? Help 
find a cure. Volunteers are required for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 
Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 780- 
447-1451; e-mail: events@afdr.ab.ca; www.afdrab.ca 


1? Lip? 
FREE & Gert 
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“gins, are not the sort of people who coolly 
invent laws to ruin other people's lives 
bloodlessly, at a distance. Those are the 
ones whose motivations fail to connect 
with me, so that every time | explain it to 
myself the brief bright light of understand- 
ing flickers out again and once more | find 
myself wondering why those people will 
not go away and leave the rest of us alone. 

It's not that I'm actually entirely at sea 
as to where homophobia comes from or 
why people feel it. | believe quite strongly, 
actually, that we are wired to be exquisite- 
ly sensitive to sameness and difference, 
and that recognizing one’s own was a vital 
survival strategy once upon a time on the 
Serengeti, as anything strange was far 
more likely to be foe than friend. | also 
believe that humans evolved with an 
extraordinary gift for pattern-recognition 
and and an accompanying discomfort 
around things, and especially people, who 
fail to categorize neatly. Just ask any trans- 
gendered person, or just any parent who 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta Easter 
Seals. http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 
DONATE ITEMS, BID, HAVE A GREAT TIME. Carmen 
429-0136, ext. 233 


Volunteer for a more just society for i 
and refugees. www.multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 


Janina 423-1973 


SEEKING musicians, literary and visual artists 
for the U of A Hospital's Artist on the Wards volun- 
teer program. Must have formal are aee wai 
and be able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk tor 6 consecutive 
months. For information or to book an interview, 
please call 407-8428 





Volunteor for Canadian Mental Health contact 
CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or pet www.cmha-edmon- 
ton.ab.ca 





ESL Tutors urgently needed. Call PA.LS., 424-5514. 
Help someone leam English as a second language. 
Training materials provided 


If you would like to reconnect with your volunteer 
cooperation agency, or are looking to connect with 
other returned volunteers visit www.volcall.org 


WECAN FOOD BASKET SOCIETY seeks volunteers 
in the Westview Village neighbourhood 
Ph (780) 413-4525 www.wecanfood.com 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 


E.C_A.W.AR. (EDMONTON COALITION 
AGAINST WAR AND RACISM) Volunteers wel- 
come. Www.wage-peace.com for info/contacts, Ph 

988-2713 
eS 
The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton js in need 
of volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis Line. 
Hours are self-determined, you can work from your own 
home. Ph 423-4102 


1S DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
AA CAN HELP! 424-5900 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 . 


LuGkKY TONIGHT! 
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has been subjected to the surprisingly 
aggressive grilling that old biddies on the 
street feel entitled to initiate: “Are you 
sure she’s a girl?” “Yes, quite.” “Then why 
is she wearing a blue hat?” People are 
extremely invested in knowing who's a 
what and who isn’t. It maintains order, and 
we are order-loving animals. Obviously 
how order-loving varies, and those small 
Variations probably account for the slightly 
less homophobic milieu of your island 
home, if in fact you're not imagining it. 
We know these things about our primi- 
tive behaviours and we know that, like 
violent sexual jealousy and rape as a 
feproductive strategy, among many other 
unattractive behaviours from our prehisto- 
Ty, they're no longer adaptive. We are now 
forced to live crammed into the same cage 
with “others” of all sorts, with the cheer- 
ing side-benefits of cultural liveliness and 
hybrid rigour, but our inner apeman will 
take a while longer to be bred out, if he 
ever agrees to go at all. | sincerely hope 
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J Edmonton use cove: 1000 | 
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5 ophobia? Because some people haven't evolved yet 


that we are not someday living in off-Earth 
colonies, all evolved and beige and 
Starfleety, and still occasionally passing 
laws against the one group it's stil! OK to 
subject to state-sponsored discrimination 

Now check this out: back at Sjate, 
where | went to catch up on the Human 
Nature column, there was this very appe- 
tizing column fodder: “Genetic brain 
manipulation can change sexual orienta- 
tion in worms” Seriously! Of course, they 
were worms, and our concept of “sexual 
interest” can be applied to them tenuous- 
ly at best (how do we know the girl worms 
weren't just pretending to like other girl 
worms after having their “brains” rewired 
by genetic manipulation? We can't ask 
them.) but it does seem to imply that, at 
least for worms, the capacity to “think” 
like a male worm is present from the 
beginning, awaiting only the Prince 
Charming kiss of a genetic engineer to 
awaken it. 
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Try Cruiseline Text for free. 
Text “xira” to SFREE ~ wwu.eruiseine.co 


NO MORE LONELY 
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(Just pick up the phone) 


Women Always FREE: 
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November 26 & 27,2007 
Northern Alberta v. ey 
Jubilee Auditorium “ft 










For tickets Gall 
780-45 1-80008 
or www. tickctpag 
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CE PRODUIT CREE UNE FORTE DEPENDANCE 





NOV 15 - NOV 21, 2007 











COME INTO YOUR LOCAL FORD 
OR LINCOLN DEALER RIGHT NOW AND DRIVE 
AWAY THE BEST DEALS OF THE SEASON ON 


most 2007 AND 2008 vewctes. 






RIGHT NOW VISIT 


FORD.CA 


AND GET YOUR eBONUS ON MOST 
VEHICLES OR SEE YOUR FORD OR 
LINCOLN DEALER FOR DETAILS 
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‘apply. See your Ford Dealer for complete detalis or call the Ford Customer Retatlonstiip 








They've been to the outback, the 
backcountry, the bush, the ballet, camping, 
hiking, trekking, paddling, dancing, drinking, 
dining. They've been downtown, uptown, 
on the town, the playground, the dog 


pound, Motown. They've 
been on the ice, on the 
Y rocks, walked many city 
blocks. And they're just 
The Original eee 
Available in 
Brown and Black 


® 


Pull on comfort since 870. 
www. biundstone.ca 


g@ 10322 Jasper Ave. 
@ (780) 422-2718 


Where Feet, Style & Comfort Meet 





H.E. Ayang Rinpoche 
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Westmount Community Hall 
10976 - 127 street 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Yo->" 


call 780.451.7964 
or email 
metaweave@shaw.ca 
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“We're only going to get there through 
conversation and deciding together what 
our collective futures are."—Dr Ann Dale, 
on how to make communities sustainable 
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MARK WAWRYKOWICZ / 26 

“They re happier times. | guess | see that, 
but it's not important to me—composition 
is. | have modernist hang-ups, like 
scale."—Mark Wawrykowicz, artist, on 
using other people's photographs for his 
paintings 
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“The atmosphere spoke for itself. 0; 
rather it was spoken for. Let's put it thai 
way. All you have to do is go out to Texas 
and you're in it."—Josh Brolin, actor, pn 
the aura of the Coen Brothers’ new film 
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“People who do horrible things are still 
transfixed by the idea of seeking love. Like 
Hitler and Eva Braun, by the end of it. I'm 
fascinated how love creeps into the dark- 
est corners. Love infiltrates us deeply and 
it fascinates me."—Torquil Campbell 
lead singer, on why he likes love so much 
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to save lives. 


——— No COVER ACOUSTIC 


Donor Clinic | 
8249 - 114 Street 
Monday ~ Friday 
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today! 
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Chavez reporting off target 


JAY SMITH / jay@vueweekly.com 
nce again, Venezuela is in the news. Protesters opposing President 
Or Chavez's measures to consolidate power—changing the consti- 
tution to abolish presidential term limits and eliminate the autonomy 
‘of the Central Bank—have taken to the streets. And, the polemically anti- 
Chavez machinations in the North American press are rolling again. 

On Nov 7, the Associated Press reported that two “pro-Chavez gunmen” 
opened fire on an allegedly 80 000-person-strong student protest. “At least 
eight people were injured, including one by gunfire,” AP claimed. Although the 
gunmen, from all appearances, were vigilantes, AP suggested that they were, 
nevertheless, following Chavez's orders. (In the story, these gunmen are, 
implicitly and impossibly, also responsible for the seven not-gunfire injuries.) 

AP is one of a handful of news agencies feeding the English-language 
newsrooms that have largely done away with foreign correspondents. During 
the various coups that have attempted to wrest Chavez from power, AP has 
distinguished itself with its staunchly pro-American reporting that steadfastly 
refused to investigate the political complexity of Chavez's rise to power. 

Reproduced by the CBC, the Globe and Mail and at least half a dozen other 
Canadian dailies, the AP version of events was quickly disseminated in Canada. 

That President Chavez is attempting to undermine democratic principles is 
a familiar—and these days, not groundless—story. Nonetheless, the conclu- 
sions we're meant to draw from this exciting story—that Venezuelans suffer 
under a cruel dictatorship that unleashes violence upon democratic Protest- 

ers—don't hold up to reasoning. 

Think about it: an 80 000-strong protest that results in a one-in-ten-thou- 
sand chance of injuries is a remarkable thing. Certainly, having gunmen shoot 
at (what we assume is) an unarmed crowd is dangerous, terrifying, and 
wrong. But what Canadian or American protest of that magnitude in the past 
decade could claim such a small rate of protester injury? 

Moreover, injuries in North American protests are inflicted not by vigilantes 
but by entirely state-sanctioned police violence. These injuries usually don’t 
make it into the mainstream media at all. 

Beneath this rhetoric, the fact remains Chavez's reforms are entirely worthy of 
debate, and in some cases, consternation. The progress of this debate should 
consider to what extent has external meddling created a leader that resorts to 
dictatorial legislation, even if his protests aren’t shedding real blood. w 
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IS THAT A’B’ OR ANF’ IN YOUR URL? 


Thanks for focusing some attention on 
those who are speaking out against the 
rodeo ("Rodeo wrong for animal rights 
say local groups,” Nov 8 - 14, 2007). 
Indeed, animals pay a heavy price to 
satisfy people's desire to play cowboy. 

Animals used in rodeo are subjected 
to abusive conditions in order to guar- 
antee they'll perform as expected by 
the paying public. Without the use of 
spurs, tail-twisting and bucking straps 
cinched around their abdomens and 
groins, these frightened and often 
docile animals typically wouldn't even 
buck. The rodeo experience for animals 
consists of electric prods, twisted 
necks and being violently slammed into 
the ground. “Retirement” is a one-way 
trip to the slaughterhouse. 

People who care about animals 
would prefer the rodeo to be put out to 
pasture, Readers can learn more at the 
website BucktheRadeo.com. 


JENNIFER O'CONNOR 
PEOPLE FOR THE ETHICAL TREATMENT OF ANIMALS 


VUEPOINT 


You mean 





A PIECE ON PEACE FOR YOU, A PIECE 
ON PEACE FOR ME 


| just got to read your article ("With 
protest numbers dwindling, is there any 
power in the peaceful?,” Nov 8 - 14, 
2007) and wanted to say thanks for 
pulling together all the disparate ele- 
ments. It's not often that anyone takes 
the time and effort to do thet. 

| was also very glad you included 
Steve Staples in the discussion as he 
has a “big picture,” national outlook 
that we don't have locally. As well, 
Steve, with ceasefire.ca / Rideau Insti- 
tute, consistently produces excellent 
research into defence spending, the 
state of the military, etc, which is most 
useful for peace activists as well as 
other concerned citizens. 


PATTI HARTNAGEL 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader 
response, whether critical or compli- 
mentary. Send your opinion by mail 
(Vue Weekly, 10303 - 108 Street, 
Edmonton AB T5J 1L7), by fax 
(780.426.2889) or by email 
(letters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in ue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 


tixed election 
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Let’s bus it! 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 

group of transit users in the 
Ax is challenging the mayor 

and city councillors to spend a 
week getting around the city using 
only public transit to give them “criti- 
cal insight into the needs of transit 
riders in Edmonton.” 

The Transit Riders’ Union of 
Edmonton will issue the challenge on 
the steps of city hall on Mon, Nov 19, 
asking all municipal politicians to give 
transit a go until the end of the week. 

“This means full transit dependen- 
cy: a way of life for many Edmontoni- 
ans,” said the group’s release. “We 
understand the jobs of councillor and 
mayor require mobility, punctuality, 
and efficiency, but these needs are 
shared by transit riders.” 

The group points out that many 
members of the current council ran 
on pro-transit platforms and that with 
the budget currently before council, 
now is the ideal time for councillors 
to experience the reality of transit in 
the city.. 

“We believe that to serve the needs 
of Edmonton's transit riders, one 
must understand what it means to be 
transit dependent in Edmonton.” 












days of widespread 
eee eration with the 


rability. 

and municipalities alike 

eir sustainable initiatives. 

( 5 offset their emissions and 

iy touted as green alterna- 

Gon an attempt to live sustainably. 

Dow Jones proudly lists oil sands giant 

‘Suncor on its sustainability index. 

The term is so trendy, so frequently 
invoked, that it risks losing its mean- 
ing entirely. And yet, there may be no 
concept that is more critical to under- 
stand for our collective future than 
that of sustainability. 

Resolving this paradox, and begin- 
ning a conversation about what a sus- 
tainable future might actually look 
like, is the impetus behind the Park- 
Jand Institute’s 11th annual fall con- 
ference, From Crisis to Hope: 
Building Just and Sustainable 
Communities. - 

“Everybody talks about sustainabili- 
ty. Everything is supposedly sustain- 
able, even oil sands companies are 
talking about sustainability,” explains 
Ricardo Acuna, the Institute's execu- 
tive director. “We really wanted to 
take a close look at that and say, 
‘Okay let’s take sustainability as what 
we're aiming for, let's take sustain- 
ability as our goal as a community, as 
a society—what does that look like?” 

Acuna says that it quickly became 
clear that the concept of sustainability 
has to be thought of in very broad 
terms, which informed the range of 
speakers the conference will bring 
together. 

“We realized it’s impossible to talk 
about sustainability in the long term 
without addressing i issues of justice,” 
he explains. “So we've taken a look at 
as much as we could in terms of what 
we want our society to look like: what 
are some of the key things we need to 
took at in terms of our food, our 
transportation, our communications, 
how we structure our government, 
how we structure our economy?” 

And, Acuna adds, an important first 
Step on the path to such an inclusive 
understanding of what a sustainable 
future’ might encompass is to identify 
where we currently are, and if we're 
headed in the right direction. 

“We always want to start by expos- 
ing what the issues are, what the 
problems are,” he says. “Then the 
next step is to take a look at what are 
Some of the solutions that have been 
offered already—we've heard about 
things like nuclear power and clean 
coal and market mechanisms and all 





this stuff—so we thought before we ‘ 


start offering new solutions, let's take 
a look at some of these so-called 
solutions.” 


ONE SUCH SOLUTION that has become 


a topic of fierce debate in the province * 


is that of nuclear power as the sus- 
tainable energy alternative to our 
dependence on fossil fuels. 

It's an idea that one of the speakers 
at the conference, Paul Gunter of the 
US organization Beyond Nuclear, says 
is no solution at all. 

"Clearly we have a problem with 
rapid climate change and at present it’s 
clear that carbon emissions are central 
to the mechanism that is driving cli- 
mate change,” Gunter says. “However 
to suggest that nuclear power is part of 
the solution is, I believe, just one more 


“myth that the nuclear power industry is 


notorious for.” 
Gunter says that while nuclear pro- 
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FROM CRISIS TO HOPE: 
BUILDING JUST 

AND SUSTAINABLE 


COMMUNITIES 
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RICHARD HEINBERG, MARK ANIESKL LAURIE 
ADKIN NETIEWIEBE OA ANN DALE & OTHERS 
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ponents may present nuclear as the 
cost-effective, clean and sustainable 
energy source of the future, the history 
of the industry reveals a different reality. 

“This industry has had 50 years, a 
half a century, to demonstrate its via- 
bility ... [and] it’s demonstrated to be a 
market failure,” he argues, pointing to 
the 75 nuclear power stations in the 
United States that “resulted in $150 
billion in costs overruns and decades 


CONFERENCE 





behind schedule.” 

It's a record Gunter argues we sim- 
ply don’t have luxury to keep trying 

"The shorthand is that if we go down 
this nuclear path on the claim that it's a 
solution to climate change, we will 
squander both what precious little time 
we have to implement the real solu- 
tions as well as the financial resources 
required to make the shift to a sustain- 
able 21st-century energy policy.” 

Gunter points out that claims about 
nuclear being a sustainable, low-carbon 
energy source ignore the fact that ura- 
nium, which is required in the nuclear 
fuel cycle, is itself non-renewable 

“The problem is that uranium is a 
finite resource, and as the high-grade 
uranium ores are used up in the fuel 
production cycle then the carbon 
emissions are going to go up. And 
eventually what you wind up with is 
.. some studies that have put carbon 
emissions from the uranium fuel cycle 


on par with a coal facility.” 

As a global solution to the global 
problem of climate change, Gunter 
also stresses that nuclear power is 
inextricably tied to the threat of con- 
flict, both because the fuel from reac- 
tors can be used in nuclear Miscapons. 
and because the development o 
nuclear reactors has become a flash- 
point in nations like Syria and Iran 
where neighbouring states are trying 
to prevent the construction of new 
reactors. 

Gunter adds that, despite ind ustry 
claims to the contrary, the ris} 
nuclear accident on the scale of c’ 
noby! still exists, especially wt 
once considers that most failures 
any technology tend to happen bx oth 
when unproven new technologies are 
first being introduced and when old 
ones start to fail—a phenomenon he 
calls “the bathtub curve 

Right now we have nuclear po 
Stations that are in the breakd 
phase. We have events out the wv 
to show that. And now we're talking 
about compounding that with the 
break-in events. That’s double trouble 
in the context of ramping up nuclear 
power from 438 reactors worldwide to 
1 500 to 2 000 nuclear power stations, 
which is your basic goal if you're going 
to make any significant contribution 
through nuclear power generation for 
carbon emissions, and I'm questio 
that as well.” 


IN THE END, Gunter is blunt when 


asked what his message would be to 
people in municipalities such as 
Whitecourt and Peace River, which 
are considering accepting nuclear 
reactors in their communities 

“In the context of this issue, they're 
simply being conned. There's no solu- 
tion there.” 

The real solution, says Gunter, is to 
focus on sustainable alternatives that 
are achievable “practically overnight” 
and don’t carry with them the risk of 
billion-dollar overruns, decades of 
delay or catastrophic accidents 

An “aggressive national policy 
towards greater energy conservation 
and efficiency measures in residential, 
commercial and industrial settings 
which Gunter says could cut 47 per 
cent of electrical demand in the US 
for example, is “first and foremost 

Moving away from fossil fuels and 
nuclear power to provide the energy 
we-still need after such conservation 
measures are implemented, however. 
will take more time and, above all 
political commitment 
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Gunter says the direction we 
should be taking is directly opposite 
where we're currently heading with 
both the oil sands and proposals for 
nuclear power. 

“We have to be working away from 
fossil fuels, and particularly central- 





ized resources ... Then that’s where 

we begin to look towards what is 
1 more sustainable, what is more hope- 
ful, what is more implementable, 
which is distributed generation ... a 
hybrid situation that incorporates 
wind, sun, sustainable biomass with 
energy efficiency and conservation.” 


BEYOND THE ISSUE of how we will 
power a sustainable future is the ques- 
tion of where and how we will live— 
from the cities that most of humanity 
now calls home to the rural areas that 
support them. It’s a question that is the 
focus for another of the conference's 
speakers, Dr Ann Dale, a professor at 


Royal Roads University and a Canada 
Research Chair in Sustainable Commu- 
nity Development. 

She says that the difficulty most 
people have in defining what is meant 
by sustainable communities may not 
be as problematic as it first may seem, 

“Maybe it’s not a bad thing not to 
be able to define it, because most of 
the really important things in life are 
kind of very personal, like beauty—it’s 
a term we all understand and yet we 
all define it differently,” she says. 

“So I would argue, and it may 
sound funny to you, that there’s no 
one single definition. What I would 
prefer to see is to have every commu- 
nity in this country engaged in dia- 
logue about what the meaning is for 
it: how they define sustainable com- 
munity development given their par- 
ticular characteristics of place or 

social characteristics or economic cir- 
cumstances, and then how are they 
going to reconcile all of those impera- 
tives for their communities to become 
more sustainable?” 

Dale argues that central to this dia- 


a ra * 


logue about sustainable communities 
are the interrelated questions about 
place, scale, limits and diversity. 

“If you think of why you move to a 
community, there’s characteristics of 
place why you moved there—either 
there's good schools for your kids or 
there's lots of green spaces or, you 
know, if you live rural you like to have 
many different landscapes. And then 
what happens over time is we forget 
what we're grounded in, what are the 
characteristics of place that are 
important to us, as more and more 
people move there. So the very things 
that attracted people in the first place 
kind of get lost as we increase the 
scale of our activities on that particu- 
lar landscape. 

“And then that gets you to limits. 
Ultimately there are limits to our activi- 
ties—what does that mean for our 
community then? Are we going to 
place limits? How do you define your 
community? How big do you bound it? 
What other areas is your community 
dependent upon for your resources? 

“And then that leads us to the ques- 
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° 
tion of diversity... We just have to fun- — 
damentally understand the ohee 
space we occupy, the less there is for 
other critters.” 


DALE SAYS that the innovative 
approaches that emerge from such 
community dialogues need the support 
of governments who are committed to 
overcoming internal barriers to new 
ideas and new ways of approaching 
sustainable development. 

“It’s all of the zoning, the bylaws, the 
processes that are in place that support 
the old way of doing things, and they're 
all disconnected,” Dale says. “I've called 
them silos, solitudes and stovepipes; 
one section even in a municipality 
doesn’t speak to another section.” 

She argues that to move forward 
on sustainable community develop- 
ment, governments in cities like 
Edmonton need to focus on policy 
congruence, which ensures the 
norms, standards and regulations 
within the community are consistent, 
and policy alignment, which ensures 
those things also align with other 


What do you value? What are your hopes for Edmonton in 2040? Edmonton is experiencing 
unprecedented growth as it becomes one of Canada’s major cities. The plans we make today will create the 


Come to a public workshop and paint a picture of your Edmonton of the future. 
; Help the city define a long-term vision that will guide other plans, policies and actions. 


For locations and more information, visit www.edmonton.ca/envisionEdmonton or call 442-1377. 
To register, contact Christiann LaBrie at: (Tel.) 442-4389 or (Fax) 496-1150 or (email) Christiann.LaBrie@edmonton.ca 
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align priorities between the three lev- 
els of government, she insists such 
changes can be incremental and build 
on one another. F 

“Let's get on with it. Let's assume 
that sustainable community develop- 
ment is the imperative of the 21st 
century, for our kids if not for our- 
selves, and let’s start looking at those 
questions instead of assuming it can’t 
be done.” 

Dale argues that building sustainable 
communities will require a greater con- 
nection between big cities, medium- 
sized cities and rural areas, 
connections made possible through 
creating virtual communities and e-dia- 
logues using internet communication. 

“If a kid in Tuktuyaktuk has the 
same access to intellectual capital as 
a kid in Vancouver and doesn’t have 
to move ... we could have more delib- 
erate choice of where [we choose] to 
live and work.” 

Implementing similar ideas within 
cities—allowing those who choose to 
do so to work virtually from where they 
live—is an example of a solution that 
could make cities more sustainable by 
both reducing travel-related carbon 
emissions-and addressing the vexing 
urban problem of traffic congestion. 

Alongside such technological fixes, 
Dale advocates for a return to notions 
of community that have largely been 
abandoned as a key part of recon- 
necting us back to the places we live. 

“It sounds really, really small, but 
get to know your neighbour. Walk 
wherever you can. How do you get to 
know people? You don’t get to know 
people by always having to get into 
your car. You pick up litter that you 
see, not just in your front yard, but 
around your area. And we start mov- 
ing forward in those ways,” she says. 

“There's sO many common-sense 
ways. We miss the meaningful small 
steps in sustainable community devel- 
opment because the system is geared 
to the big fix and in fact, you know, 
the big technological changes are the 
ones that get the funding whereas 
there's all of these interim steps that 
we could take in the meantime.” 

While it is possible to reinvent our 
cities along sustainable lines, Dale 
returns to the idea that any change 
must be rooted in meaningful com- 
munity dialogue. 

“You can go to any community or 
city in this country and you'll find 
some big plan about how to change it 
and make it better—they've never 
been implemented. What we're argu- 
ing is unless you imbed your plan into 
a community engagement process so 
that you get your community commit- 
ted to it, develop your plan through 
this engagement process getting as 
many members of the community 
involved, and then you develop your 
plan and then you synch your plan 
with existing bylaws—you rationalize 
those—and then you can move to 
implementation.” 

And, Dale says, despite the stresses 
of a booming economy, this is the 
place to be trying such innovative 
approaches. 

“It’s a perfect time. If Saskatchewan 
and Alberta can’t do it with the 
resources you've got booming now, 
we ain’t going to get it right. So my 
challenge to you is: do it."w 
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CLIMATE WARS 


A free lecture by Gwynne Dyer 
Wednesday, November 21, 7:30 PM 


S, ALBERTA 


INTERNATIONAL 


Myer Horowitz Theatre, SUB 


Join Gwynne Dyer 
as he reflects on the eventual 


price civilization will pay for 
progress. Learn about the 
intergenerational nature 
of the climate change crisis 
and the dramatic implications 
of a world five degrees warmer. 


For more information, visit 
www.international.ualberta.ca/ 
globaled_events.php. 
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Rule of law may be the best 
outcome of Pakistan crisis 


& | DYER STRAIGHT 


Ss GWYNNE DYER 
qwynne@vueweekly.com 


Pakistan's current options were concisely 
evaluated by one Mohammad Sohail of 
\slamabad in a posting on the BBC web- 
site on Nov 10. Under the heading “Cur- 
rent Pakistan Sanario” (Scenario), he 
listed the possible outcomes of the pres- 
ent crisis in reverse order of desirability. 


1. Talibanization: worst case sanario 

2. Mrs Benazir Bhutto: worse case 
sanario 

3. Mr Nawaz Sharif: very very bad case 
sanario 

4. Other political leaders: very bad case 
sanario 

5. Mr Musharaff: bad case sanario 

6. Power to the people: the best case 
sanario 


Nobody doubts that “Talibaniza- 
tion"—the seizure of power by radical 
Islamist militants who would turn Pak- 
istan into a giant replica of 1990s 
Afghanistan—would be the worst-case 
scenario. It would be dreadful for the 
long-suffering people of Pakistan, and it 
would trigger an extremely dangerous 
international crisis as US, Indian and 
possibly Iranian forces launched rapid- 
reaction attacks aimed at keeping Pak- 
istan’s nuclear weapons out of the hands 
of the crazies. Fortunately, it is a very 
low-probability outcome. 

Ranking another Benazir Bhutto prime 
ministership as the next-worst outcome is 
more debatable, but perhaps Mohammad 
Sohail was thinking about the monumen- 
tal corruption that marred both of Mrs 
Bhutto's previous terms in office (and ulti- 
mately provided the pretext for her 
removal from office). 

Even if the recent amnesty on eight 
corruption charges facing her and her 
husband in Pakistan (for allegedly tak- 
ing tens of millions of dollars in kick- 
backs) is upheld by the tame new 
supreme court that was appointed by 
General Pervez Musharraf, she still 
faces criminal investigations into 
money-laundering in Switzerland and 
Spain and a complex legal dispute over 
a mansion that her husband bought in 
England in 1995. The Bhutto family’s 
worldwide assets have been estimated 
at $1.5 billion. 

Or maybe what troubled our intrepid 
guide to contemporary Pakistani politics 
was the fact that Bhutto's dramatic return 
from years of self-exile was really stage- 
managed by the US government. Wash- 
ington saw that the general, a close and 
generally obedient ally in its “war on ter- 
ror,” was losing his grip on power, and 
calculated that an alliance with Benazir 
Bhutto could save him. 

The negotiations between Musharraf 
and Bhutto, which envisaged the former 
asa civilian president and the latter as 
prime minister, fasted for many months, 
but Washington was never able to 
extract two key commitments from the 
general. One was that he would take off 
his uniform and relinquish command of 
the army. The other was that he would 


give up the president's constitutionally 
entrenched power to dismiss the prime 
minister. So Bhutto came home without 
a deal—but the current confrontation 
between her and the general is largely 
shadow-boxing. The made-in-America 
deal could still happen, and that 
enrages lots of Pakistanis. 


THEN THERE 1S NAWAZ SHARIF, head 
of the other large opposition party and 
also twice removed from the prime min- 
istership, most recently by Musharraf 
himself in 1999. He also tried to come 
home from exile last month, but since 
he was not a potential collaborator 
Musharraf had him expelled again. The 
odour of corruption hangs as heavily 
about-Nawaz Sharif as it does around 
Benazir Bhutto, but Mohammad Sohail 
gives him a slightly better rating as 
merely a “very very bad case sanario.” 
Pakistan has been spectacularly badly 
served by its politicians. 

We can pass quickly over “other 
political leaders,” and likewise over the 
general himself, who is not going to be 
running Pakistan much longer unless he 
can make a deal with someone that 
gives his regime some democratic legiti- 
macy. That is why, having declared 
emergency rule on Nov 3, locking up 
most opposition leaders and shutting 
down the cable news channels, he still 
promises that there will be parliamen- 
tary elections before Jan 9. Even the 
army is starting to doubt that he can 
stay in office much longer without some 
kind of democratic approval. 

Which brings us to Mohammad 
Sohail’s last, best case: “Power to the 
people.” | don’t know what he really 
means by that, so let me offer my own 
interpretation. What began this crisis 
was the revolt of the lawyers against 
Musharraf's interference with the inde- 
pendence of the supreme court. What 
precipitated the state of emergency was 
his-fear that the supreme court would 
rule his own “re-election” as president 
invalid because he had not resigned as 
army chief of staff. This confrontation is 
really about the rule of law, and that is 
where Pakistan's salvation lies. 

Democracy without the rule of law is 
a farce. With the rule of law, it can even 
withstand politicians as corrupt as Bhut- 
to and Sharif and generals as oppor- 
tunistic as Musharraf, because in the 
end the law will deal with them. Pak- 
istan’s politics have been bitterly disap- 
pointing for most of its history because 
there was no determination to uphold 
the primacy of the law, but now its 
judges and its lawyers are finally taking 
their role seriously. This crisis could still 
end well. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Vue Weekly. 


Gwynne Dyer will be giving a free lecture, 
organized by the Global Education Pro- 
gram, University of Alberta International, 
on “The Climate Wars” at 7:30 pm, Wed, 
Nov 21 at the Myer Horowitz Theatre of 
the Students’ Union Building on the U of 
A campus. f 
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a may be leading the 
on in wealth, but an annual 
shows that the province 
the rest when it comes 
g families can afford to put 
table. According to Hunger- 

2007, put out by the Canadian 
sciation of Food Banks (CAFB), 
a was the only province in the 
that did not see an overall 
decrease in food bank use from 2006. 
‘Now in its 19th year, the survey 
collects data from food banks and 
emergency food programs across the 
country, making recommendations to 
government on how to achieve a 
hunger-free Canada. 

According to the report, 720 000 
people used a food bank in Canada 
this past March—a number that repre- 
sents 2.2 per cent of the population. 
Data is collected during March 
because it is a month without pre- 
dictable high or low patterns of use. 

“We all find ourselves in different 
situations in different times in life,” 
said Katharine Schmidt, executive 
director of CAFB. “Quickly you can 
find yourself in a situation where you 
need some help and need some food.” 

Schmidt explained that while most 
Canadians who access emergency 
food services receive some sort of 
social assistance, a growing number 
have jobs. Schmidt said that this is 
particularly concerning at a time 
when the Canadian economy is doing 
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so well, and unemployment is at a 33- 
year low of 5.8 per cent. 

“There's a gap there,” Schmidt said. 
“Employment is changing, and what 
we're finding in some areas is that the 
opportunities are more part-time, or 
more seasonal.” 

Marjorie Bencz, executive director 
of the Edmonton Gleaners Associa- 
tion Food Bank, said that the’number 
of working poor in Alberta is 
“extremely high compared to other 
provinces.” On average, 19 per cent of 
food bank recipients in the country 
are employed —but that number 
jumps to 27 per cent in Alberta. 

“It is a trend that appears to be 
unique to Alberta,” Bencz said. “It 
speaks to the contrast with the bobom— 
or the perceived boom—and the people 
who are making lower wages and how 
they're struggling to make ends meet.” 

On Sep 1, Alberta's minimum wage 
increased to $8 an hour, putting it on 
par with Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec 
and British Columbia for the highest 
rate among provinces. But Schmidt 
said that rate is still too low, and 
pointed to a recommendation in the 
report, which calls on each province 
to raise the minimum wage to $10 an 
hour and index it to inflation. 

“It’s really about getting a little 
closer to a living wage,” Schmidt said, 
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adding that this measure just deals 
with part of the problem. 


THE REPORT also pointed to the rising 


cost of housing as a huge barrier to 
Canadians, and suggested if affordable 
housing does not remain a key priority, 
more people will end up in line at food 
banks in the future. While the federal 
government did earmark $1.4 billion 
for affordable housing in its 2006 budg- 
et, the report pointed out that there are 
few measures to hold provinces 
accountable when spending that 
money, and emphasized the need for 
“regular, adequate and predictable fed- 
eral funding" for affordable housing. 

The report highlighted how the lack 
of affordable housing is particularly 
true in Alberta, where some communi- 
ties have a 0,5 per cent rental vacancy, 
while others have reported 50 per cent 
month-to-month increases. Bencz said 
that as rent goes through the roof, 
more and more Albertans are strug- 
gling to afford food. 

“Of course, we've seen the head- 
lines for the last year around home- 
lessness—everything around tent city 
to the amount that people were pay- 
ing for rent and the lack of affordable 
housing. People have challenges 
paying rent and eating,” Bencz said. 
“When people get money, they pay 
rent and other fixed costs and then 
they have to use the rest of the 
money to get by for the rest of the 
month.” 


Bencz also pointed to “an alarming 
trend right across Canada” where 40 
per cent of those who access emer- 
gency food services are children. This 
Statistic has remained consistent since 
CAFB's first annual survey in 1989 

In light of these statistics, the report 
emphasized the need to improve 
social programs devoted to low- and 
middle-income families 

It also called on the government to 
cancel the Universal Child Care Bene- 
fit, which it calls regressive because it 
is not geared to income. Schmidt 
pointed out that parents with higher- 
income jobs are more likely to receive 
benefits and be compensated for time 
off work to take care of their sick chil- 
dren than those in lower-income jobs 

Another priority highlighted by the 
report is improving the Working 
Income Tax Benefit, which it recom- 
mends increasing up to $2400 per year 
for single adults. The report also stated 
that only 40 per cent of Canadians are 
entitled to the Employment Insurance 
they pay into, and recommended 
changing these eligibility requirements 
immediately while also increasing ben- 
efit levels and lengthening the period of 
time it can be accessed 

Edmonton is home to Canada's first 
food bank, which opened in 1981, but 
there are now more than 620 food 
banks nationwide. In addition to food 
banks, there are 2000 emergency food 
agencies that assist hungry people 
across the country. v 
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Solve gluten d’ohs with sourdough 


= WELL, WELL. WELL 
= | heath@veeweek’y.com 


Fermented is where it's at, and I'm not (for 
a change) talking only about fermented 
grapes and grains of the liquid variety. For 
the multitudes of us living with inexplica- 
ble and almost-constant fatigue, brain fog, 
headaches, muscle or joint pain, irritable 
bowel syndrome, stomach aches, irritabili- 
ty, anxiety, allergies, rashes and too-fre- 
quent colds or sinus infections, it could 
very likely have something to do with the 
food we're eating and not breaking down 
very well, particularly even ostensibly 
healthy foods like whole grain breads. 
That's because bread just ain't what it 
used to be, and neither is a kernel of 
wheat, and our genes are having trouble 
keeping up to all the changes. Modern 
wheat is (among other changes) signifi- 
cantly higher in gluten content than its 
historic counterpart, and modern breads 
are most often engineered for things that 
don’t take unseen nutritional accessibility 
into account. Rather than take the time to 
nurture and preserve a sourdough culture 
that would deliver an extremely nutritious 
and delicious loaf of bread, most bakeries 
{though thankfully not all), besides using 
high-gluten flours, add extra gluten and 
chemical preservatives and rising agents 
to produce an identical-looking, but not- 
at-all identical end result. 
Healthy-looking whole grain breads 
abound, but given the difficulty many of 
us have extracting nutrition from them we 


might even be better off with a sour- 
dough white bread, which brings me back 
to fermentation. Fermented foods—from 
fermented soy products such as miso to 
genuine sourdough breads, active yogurt, 
aged cheeses, pickled anything, ciders 
and vinegars—have been known for cen- 
turies to make hard-to-digest things more 
accessible to us, and breads made from 
sourdough are no exception. 

Real sourdough (not the more-com- 
mon, made-to-taste-sour variety), besides 
acting as a natural leavening agent and 
preservative that keeps bread fresh with- 
out the use of chemicals, minimizes the 
gluten content of the bread by breaking it 
down into easy-to-digest peptides and 
amino acids, which is critical for the ever- 
growing numbers of us with gluten intol- 
erances and celiac disease (not exactly 
the same thing, but close). 

Given the rising prevalence of gluten 
intolerance, celiac disease and the above 
list of chronic health troubles, the poten- 
tial sourdough bread holds for us is huge. 
Prevalence of celiac disease is estimated 
to be about one in 100 now (and as high 
as one in 33 according to one study 
reported in the Joumal of Pediatrics); the 
prevalence of gluten intolerance higher 
still, and rising. 


THE ONLY SOLUTION generally offered for 
celiac disease and gluten intolerance is to 
avoid gluten, which, though easier now 
than a decade ago with many bakeries 
now offering gluten-free products, is still 
akin to avoiding dust (or in some cases to 
eating dust), as virtually everything 


processed—from candy bars and beer to 
breads, crackers, pastas, lunch meats, 
soups, sauces, soy products, dressings— 
is likely to contain gluten, and very likely 
to disrupt your fun on holidays and at par- 
ties and anytime you let down your guard. 

While sourdough breads may not make 
daily pizza for those with celiac disease 
or severe gluten intolerance possible, 
they can make limiting gluten intake for 
those not yet severely intolerant infinitely 
more tolerable, and less like having to 
watch for viruses in mall air—many who 
can no longer eat regular bread can eat 
sourdough breads with none of the celi- 
ac-type symptoms surfacing. 

But possibly even more frustrating 
than trying to avoid gluten is suffering 
with celiac-like symptoms only to have 
blood tests and biopsies come back neg- 
ative, and then to be told you have no 
real medical condition, and that avoid- 
ing gluten isn't the answer. 

That's when it's time to return to slow 
food, to those who take care with time- 
tested preparations. So thanks mom, for 
all the years of home-made sourdough 
breads, and thanks to bakeries new and 
old who have preserved traditional, 
chemical-free methods of baking. | visit- 
ed one such bakery this past week, 
Breadland, whose shelves are stocked 
with an astonishingly impressive collec- 
tion of sourdough breads. For those who 
think they don’t like sourdough bread, 
trust me, it's only because they haven't 
had good sourdough. | tried four differ- 
ent kinds, and I'll be back. These people 
are onto something very, very good. w 
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Please, not even one more 
word on homelessness 


JIM GURNETT / ecohh.ca 

This year has seen more media stories on 
the housing issue than there have been 
for years. It feels like a balloon that has 
had puff after puff of hot air pumped in, 
stretching the skin so tight that one more 
word will blow it apart. Our capacity to 
talk endlessly and never worry about 
whether anything is getting done is scary. 

There were weeks of stories about the 
Affordable Housing Task Force, landlords 
finding creative ways to raise rents as 
much as possible in the overheated econ- 
omy, abuse of that badly designed 
money-sink of a bandage, the eviction 
prevention fund, “Tent City” and then, just 
in time for Halloween, the promise of a 
Homelessness Secretariat. 

At the same time there were regular 
stories of both the federal and Alberta 
governments having huge budget surplus- 
es in the billions of dollars. Clean and 
cozy after a hot shower, we've read these 
stories with the newspaper spread out on 
the kitchen table while our coffee maker 
was perking and breakfast was cooking. 

Nighttime temperatures are falling 
below zero but every morning | walk past 
people sleeping outside on my way to 
work, and every afternoon pass long line- 
ups of folks shivering until they can get 
into an overnight emergency shelter. The 
staff at the organization where | work 
spend days desperately trying to find 
houses for large families with little 
money and tell me about visiting families 
living in unsafe basement suites that are 
too hot (or too cold) and cost two-thirds 
of all they earn just for rent. 

Premier Stelmach’s announcement of a 
10-year plan to end homelessness got a 
lot of positive headlines. What's the real 
story? It's not the $1 billion trumpeted by 
those headlines—there was nothing but 
a re-announcement of the same $285 mil- 
lion that was already approved months 
ago for this year’s budget. 

A few months ago a task force of peo- 
ple gave significant amounts of their time 
to travel the province, and hundreds of 
people took time to write and speak to 
them. From all this, a detailed report was 
produced. When the government 
responded they dismissed nearly every 
recommendation that had any long-term 
perspective to it. Now, out of nowhere, 
the premier tosses out the idea of a 
homelessness secretariat without provid- 
ing one bit of information—its mandate, 
how it will be constituted, what 
resources it will have, even when it will 
start work. And not one word of apology 
for being part of the government that cre- 
ated the current homelessness crisis in 
Alberta with vicious cuts to social hous- 
ing in the mid-1990s. 


EVERY WORD in the Oct 29 announce- 
ment was a hollow cliché—“renewed 
determination,” “concrete solutions,” 
“ambitious goal,” “diverse challenges’ — 
but we know exactly what needs to be 
done and how much it will cost, without 
all these fuzzy meanderings. We did not 


need to pay for Municipal Affairs Minis- 
ter Ray Danyluk to go to New York this 
summer to study the issue, and we don't 
need a secretariat now. We need a gov- 
ernment that does the math and puts the 
dollars in the budget to get housing built 

Conservative estimates agree there is 
a shortage in Edmonton of at least 6000 
units today. Just to meet that need will 
cost close to $1 billion. The figure must 
be at least as high for Calgary. Then 
there's the rest of the province. 

Can we still talk about a crisis when 
things have gone on getting worse for 
more than a decade? This is a chronic 

-misery, an ulcerated buttock sore that 
oozes puss and rots the surrounding flesh 
and stinks but gets no proper attention 
because we're sitting on it. 

We were shocked in 1999 when the 
first count in Edmonton found over 800 
people homeless on an average day. Over 
the following years we've let growing 
numbers wash over us, censored any 
voice reminding us that they are moms 
and dads and kids and grandparents and 
sisters and brothers. We've listened to 
those telling us that a few dollars donat- 
ed to charity will take care of things and 
we don't have to get good and damned 
angry at politicians who keep corporate 
friends happy with low taxes, low oil roy- 
alties and minimal expenditures for social 
services. We've chosen not to ask tough 
questions and we've believed the head- 
lines as politicians announced and re- 
announced and re-re-announced the 
same inadequate dollars over and over. 
Now the fact that the daily count of 
homeless people in the city exceeds 2600 
people hardly elicits a shiver. 

Inaction is stupid. It takes about three 
minutes of internet searching to find vol- 
umes of research showing the economic 
case for making sure everyone has a 
decent place to call home: lower health 
care costs, better employment, better 
school success. It's a lousy business plan 
that prefers to spend thousands of dollars 
a week for people to be put in hospitals 
or remand centres, rather than building 
decent little apartments for a fraction of 
the cost. 

The real story behind the headlines is 
that too many people in the Alberta Leg- 
islature and the House of Commons sim- 
ply don’t believe that every person—rich 
or poor, ugly or beautiful, healthy or ill, 
young or old, drunk or sober, black or 
white or brown—has a RIGHT to a safe, 
healthy, affordable place to live. There 
are too many who think you only get a 
home if you meet their standards of 
deserving it, not because it's a basic 
human right. And too few of the rest of us 
call them up and insist they do better. wv 


Jim Gurnett is executive director of the 
Edmonton Mennonite Centre for New- 
comers and co-chairs the annual Home- 
fest concert. For more information about 
housing matters visit the Edmonton 
Coalition on Housing and Homelessness 
at ecohh.ca. 





12 NOV 15 - NOV 21, 2007 


NEWS 











WITH /jaye ekly.com 
- those who are already 
familiar with the mannerisms 


lite as shocking as the myri- 
mainstream reviewers would 
“have you believe. At least, it’s not 
‘shocking in the sense that they 
think it is: that Klein has, miracu- 
Jously, uncovered a secret history 
of the world where the Americans 
were involved in Pinochet's coup, 
where Bush et al didn’t have their 
democratic ideals on their sleeves 
when they invaded Iraq. 

If you already know about CNN and 
Fox and NBC and CTV and CBC and 
all the rest of their acronymed ilk, 
however, and are familiar with their 
inimitable ability to ignore massive 
swathes of history, take the interests 
of the status quo, represent them as 
universal truths and then have the 
populace believe them as such—you'll 
realize that Shock Doctrine is shocking 
for rather different reasons. 

Namely, Klein has made an aston- 
ishingly elegant and persuasive argu- 
ment in documenting the eponymous 
rise in disaster capitalism. Rather than 
uncovering the fact that we have 
rarely received the whole story (or 
even a multifaceted story) about the 
last 50-odd years of world history, 
Shock Doctrine is singularly impres- 
Sive in revealing the reasons why this 
massive occlusion is the case. 


TO PUT IT SIMPLY, it’s the “shock doc- 


trine” of the title: a strategy that 
works to concentrate wealth and 
power in the hands of the few. 

Klein traces this shock doctrine to 
two developments in the 1950s, both 
occurring within universities: Ewan 
Cameron at McGill and Milton Fried- 
man at the University of Chicago. 

in Montréal, Cameron held psycho- 
logical experiments into the effects of 
sensory deprivation, isolation, elec- 
troshock, and the disruption of sleep 
cycles. (Some patients were drugged 


THE SHOCK DOCTRINE: 
THE RISE OF DISASTER 
CAPITALISM 

BY NAOMI KLE 

NOPE CANADA, 66 AGES, $3695 


into a state of continuous sleep for up 
to 65 days; others were kept for as 
long as 35 days in soundproofed “iso- 
lation chambers” with blinders and 
ear plugs and cardboard tubing on the 
limbs; twice-daily electroshock treat- 
ment was de rigeur in Cameron’s later 
tests, as was a stultifying array of 
drugs, including LSD and PCP} 

Cameron believed that the goal of 
psychological treatment was to 
efface the deviant aspects of the per- 
sonality, to return the patient to a 
psychological blank slate. The 
patients, meanwhile, resisted: cling- 
ing onto memories or the faint 
sound of flight paths, they sought 
out evidence of psychological conti- 
nuity however they could. 

Ominously, from 1957, Cameron 
received CIA funding for his efforts. 
As has been documented elsewhere 
(in Alfred W McCoy's exceptional 
2006 book, A Question of Torture: CIA 
Interrogation from the Cold War to the 
War on Terror), Cameron’s techniques 
proved seminal not just for CIA inter- 
rogation practice, but for all those 
regimes that the CIA have since sup- 
ported. From Chile to Abu Ghraib, the 
same strategies have recurred. 

Meanwhile, at the University of 
Chicago, Milton Friedman launched 
his doctrine of free market extrem- 
ism in the economics department. He 
also began to train legions of “Chica- 
go School” economists that later dis- 
seminated these ideas throughout 
the world, including to the upper 
echelons of the International Mone- 
tary Fund, World Bank, and the 
American government. 

In its crudest form, the salient 
aspects of Friedman’s economic phi- 
losophy were of a “hollowed-out 
government” where everything that 
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could be privatized would be and the 
endorsement of an entirely unhin- 
dered free market. 

Privatizing public services and 
natural resources, deliberately creat- 
ing Massive unemployment, and 
selling out national interests to cor- 
porate ones, has never been a popu- 
lar election platform. Klein shows 
how, time and time again, popula- 
tions use any and all democratic 
channels to resist Chicago-School- 
style economic reforms. 

Thus the necessity of shock: as 
Pinochet's coup in Chile illustrated, 
drastic reforms could take place if the 
population were preoccupied ... either 
by being bound, gagged, and having 
their toenails pulled out, or by the fear 
of becoming one of these disap- 
peared. While the population was in a 
State of psychological shock, the eco- 
nomic shock could be implemented in 
one fell swoop, 

From Chile, Klein uses this lens—of 
social shock enabling economic 
shock treatment—to explicate 
episodes in Brazilian, Argentinian, 
Uruguayan, Chinese, Nicaraguan, 
British, Bolivian, South African, Russ- 
ian, Indonesian, Iraqi, Afghan, and 
Israeli-Palestinian histories. 

The terminus of the shock doctrine is 
in the contemporary United States: 
companies such as Blackwater, CH2M 
Hill Inc, and Halliburton receive billions 
of dollars in exclusive government con- 
tracts (with no pressure even to com- 
plete these contracts) and, in turn, 
proffer extensive support to ensure that 
Republicans remain in government. 

This world-wide investigation both 
illustrates Klein's truly impeccable 
research and the utter novelty and 
elucidating potency of her thesis: 
global history in the past 50 years, the 
systemic abuses of human rights and 
betrayals of economic self-determina- 
tion, makes sense when seen through 
Shock Doctrine’s lens. 

This is, of course, why everyone 
you know will also tell you to read 
Klein's new book. w 
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irst Nations leaders in the 
northern Alberta community of 
Fort Chipewyan are calling for 
moratorium on new oil sands 


development following the release 


of a study they say may show a link 
between industrial activity in the 
area and poor water quality, cancers 
and a range of other health issues. 


“This is only a start to proving that 


there is a direct link to oil sands devel- 
opment and our health,” said Athabas- 
ca Chipewyan First Nation Chief Allan 
Adam in a release about the study. 


th 


Dr Kevin Timoney, who conducted 
e water and sediment study on 


commission by Fort Chipewyan's 
Nunee Health Authority, which 


sé! 


rves the area but is not part of the 


province's health authority system, 
outlined his findings Nov 7 ata 
meeting of community residents. 


The study concluded that the con- 


taminants arsenic, mercury and 
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polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 
are “higher than they should be for 
safe consumption, particularly in the 
fish eaten by local residents.” 

Timoney analyzed data from 1970 
to this year, focusing on the Peace 
and Athabasca rivers and their delta 
near Fort Chipewyan, and discov- 
ered these higher contaminant levels 
in sediment, water and wildlife. 

The hydrocarbons studied have 
increased in the Athabasca delta 
sediment from 2001 to 2005, he con- 
cluded, adding that present levels 
are higher than historic levels, and 
“considered unsafe to aquatic life. 

“These contaminants are known 
carcinogens that cause some of the 
types of cancers found in Fort 
Chipewyan residents, and also con- 
tribute to diseases like hyperten- 


Study points to industry as cause of health woes 
MURRAY SINCLAIR / murray@veeweekly.com 


sion and diabetes,” said the doctor 
in the release. 

It points out that incidences of 
some forms of cancer and other dis- 
eases are believed to be elevated in 
the northern isolated community, 
which is the home to mostly Cree 
and Chipewyan (Dene) First Nations 
and Métis. 

“This is not news to us,” said the 
newly elected Adam of the study. “It 
simply supports what we have been 
saying to this government of Alberta 
and to industry for decades.” 


ALBERTA ENVIRONMENT spokesman 
Josh Stewart said his department has 
been testing the area since the early 
1970s, including a water study that 
involved the area’s First Nations and 
industry. 

“In 30 years, we haven’t seen an 
increase in those numbers,” he said 
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Should women make a 
full stop of the period? 


JAY SMITH / jay@yueweekly.com 
y | Te are a lot of capitalist 
metaphors in science,” says 
Megan Lalonde, holistic 
health practitioner at Edmonton's 
Justisse-Healthworks clinic. Her work 
at the clinic includes disseminating 
information about the complexity of 
women’s reproductive health, often- 
times in the face of crudely rendered 
popular depictions of what it is to be a 
“normal” woman. 

These days, capitalism and crude 
renderings are converging in a mas- 
sive marketing campaign afoot in 
North America to sell women on the 
idea that “normal” women don’t need 
to menstruate. Although any woman 
who takes oral contraceptives doesn't 


technically menstruate (her monthly _ 


bleeding is merely the result of hor- 
monal withdrawal), this campaign 
definitively ups the ante of chemical 
regulation. : 

Moreover, in the insistence that 
menstruation is a messy, unnecessary, 
process with a potentially deleterious 
effect on women’s health, the men- 
strual suppression movement is 
attempting to redefine what it is to be 
a healthy, modern woman. 

So whereas it’s obvious that there 
is a lot of capitalism involved in sci- 
ence, especially the science of 
women’s bloody reproductive cycles, 
the capitalist metaphors are not 
always as apparent. 


BEHIND THE SEXY BRAND NAMES like 


Seasonale, Seasonique and Anya, 
there is the notion, according to 
Lalonde, that women’s bodies operate 
like discrete (economic) systems: “the 
cardiovascular system, the digestive 
system, the reproductive system.” 

Thinking of the body as composed 
of unrelated systems means that the 
estrogen and progesterone, which 
are naturally produced in various 
levels by women’s bodies, are exclu- 
sively reproductive hormones. 
Because they only affect reproduc- 
tive systems, this line of thinking 
believes these hormones can be 
added or subtracted from women’s 
systems at will. Result: baby or no 
baby. Blood or no blood. 

Lalonde disagrees. “Many studies 
show that estrogen and progesterone 
have enormous effects on women’s 
health. There are huge numbers of 
receptors in the bones, breast, liver, 
heart for these hormones. 

“It's not about suppressing the 
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bleeding from the uterus,” says 
Lalonde of the push for so-called 
menstruation suppression. “It's about 
using hormones to affect women’s 
endocrine systems ... (and) the func- 
tioning of the whole body.” 

The global effects of hormones on 
the entirety of the female body are 
simply not known, according to 
Lalonde. Moreover, women who are 
being prescribed these medications 
aren't being presented with the full 
picture about the implications of these 
contraceptives. ‘ 

Justisse-Healthworks's philosophy 
of empowering women with informa- 
tion is mirrored in the film that the 
clinic is bringing to Metro Cinema: 
Giovanna Chesler’s Period: The End Of 
Menstruation. Conceived in response 
to the rise of no-bleeding oral contra- 
ceptives, the film is a wonderfully 
non-judgmental foray into the mean- 
ings of menstruation. 

Travelling through the United 
States, Chesler and her crew inter- 
viewed dozens of women about the 
role that menstruation plays in their 
respective lives, and the medical 
authorities who condition the experi- 
ence of menstruation for millions of 
North American women. 

So we meet Jennifer Norman, a 
young professional in her late-20s 
who hasn’t menstruated in over 
three years thanks to Depo Provera. 
She is, as we find out, one of the 
lucky ones receiving the infamous 
injections: she finds out before her 
bone loss is irreversible that the 
hormonal cocktail is eking away her 
bone density. 

We meet Makeda Tudor, a San 
Diego musician who undergoes a hys- 
terectomy to end her periods alto- 
gether. (Thank two crappy caesarean 
sections for her reproductive woes.) 

We meet visual artist Geneva Kach- 
man, who has made over 2000 UFOs 
(“Uterine Flying Objects” on which 
Kachman stencils “LIV / LUV / LAF / 
LEK"). 

We meet Vanessa Tiegs, who 
makes monthly paintings of her 
monthly blood. And then displays 
them in galleries. 

Dr Andre Kaunitz kindly explains 
how “Hunter-Gatherer Woman” 
experienced only 160 menstrual 
cycles in her lifetime, due to a combi- 
nation of the latter onset and earlier 
demise of menses and more children 
breastfed for longer. Modern 
woman's 450 cycles, he claims, are 
“unnatural” and unnecessary. Mean- 
while, the Society for Menstrual 
Cycle Research are wary of the hype 
and call for further research. 

In its aversion to dogma or conver- 
sion narratives, Period is an important 
film for any menstruating (or premen- 
strual or postmenstrual) woman to 
attend. w 
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_ Making ‘em purty and dressing ‘em up Is all part of the Effect 


, 
; 


INFINITE LIVES 
| infiitelives@vueweek!y.com 


One of my favourite Simpsons moments 
comes during the hearing in which the 
family is suing the Sea Captain's “all-you- 
can-eat” seafood restaurant for false 
advertising. Pressed to tell the court what 
they did when they couldn't find another 
all-you-can-eat fish place to satisfy 
Homer's cravings, Marge breaks down 
and sobs: “We went fishing!" 

I'm right there, sobbing along with her. 
That's what can happen when you get a 
taste of something and it simply isn't 
enough; you take whatever you can find 
that might sate that hunger, desperately 
cast your line. But even the finest line- 
caught trout isn't the same as a restau- 
rant-poached salmon, or even a manky 
plastic basket of deep-fried shrimp. Still, 
you're so hungry for fish you'll take what- 


ever the water puts on your hook ... 

Extended metaphors aside, it has been 
a hard few weeks of craving, ever since 
those schoolyard pushers over at 
BioWare gave me my “first one’s free” 
taste of Mass Effect. But it's not so much 
the sci-fi RPG gameplay itself |’m 
jonesing for—though, you know, duh— 
it's the primary, adventure-starting act of 
character generation itself. 

Any—or maybe just many—old-time 
Dungeons & Dragons players will tell you 
the same thing: the purest joy in role-playing 
gaming is the making of your character, the 
process of turning rules, points, dice rolls 
and wish-fulfillment power fantasies into a 
brand-new, never-before-seen spellcaster, 
karate man, mutant laser-eye dude or hired 
killer. A new character, all pristine on a fresh 
character sheet unmarked by grimy eraser- 
scars and pop-stains, represents a pure 
product of imagination and fantasy, a clean 
idea not yet grimed up by the frustration, 
compromise, disappointment and tedium of 


actually playing the game. 


ROLE-PLAYING video games—especially 
single-player games—don't have the same 
limited-only-by-the-imagination quality of 
the tabletop, though, even when they offer 
as much freedom of characterization, or a 
convincing simulation thereof, as Mass 
Effect. The options for your character's pro- 
fession and background are relatively few, 
and choosing from a handful of dialogue 
choices isn’t the same as extemporizing 
your character's words, but let's be honest; 
in practice, imagination can be quite limit- 
ing. Ninety per cent of characters’ back- 
grounds are plucked straight off the 
stockshelf, and a similar portion of players’ 
improvised dialogue consists of hackneyed 
threats and other tough-guy inanities. More 
important than character Itself is external 
detail: “Yeah, | guess my dad was killed and 
| swore revenge, whatever; anyway, I've got 
these glowing red eyes, right, and these 
two wicked swords that... ” 


MW THIS MAUNER I Wilk BR/NG 
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The magic of character creation in a 
game like Mass Effect is exactly in these 
externals, starting with the hours spent 
tweaking your character's appearance in 
the face-building tool. This can be obses- 
sion at its best, fiddling with the scores 
of little sliders that adjust your Space 
Marine's skin tone, eye shape, chin 
strength, lip poutiness, brow thickness, 
cheekbone height, hairstyle, makeup... 

Makeup? Yeah, makeup; given the 
choice—in videogames, not on the table- 
top—my characters will always be girls. 
Maybe there's some sort of theory-level psy- 
chological reason why this is so, something 
about being able to use a play environment 
to safely experiment with gender roles or 
something, but it really boils down to simple 
aesthetics: in a dialogue-heavy game like 
ME, the camera's either right up in your 
character's yammering face or following 
obediently behind, and if I'm going to spend 


and backside of a simulated pretty girl. 

But it’s not all Weird Science wank 
fantasy. Building a character at the facial- 
detail level creates a deep investment in 
the game world, a bond of significant 
power. My cravings right now are not so 
much for the opportunity to whip up some 
kind of fantasy asskicker, but for making 
that investment, feeling that bond ... and 
then playing hundreds of hours of action- 
packed, sci-fi dress-up-dolly. I'd felt that 
connection forming at BioWare's press 
day, and having my bonding time with 
“Irene Shepherd” cut abruptly short is 
what gives these pangs their special bite. 

So, it's back to Oblivion, | guess; |'ve got 
to do something. Gronking again through 
that played-out world, trying to find bits of 
unplayed game, doesn't really appeal to 
me, but that’s a secondary problem which 
can be smoothed over with gallons of 
Gallo; It'll be another couple of weeks 


100-plus hours in this virtual world I'd rathe” before I'll be served fresh fish, so for now 


have my field of vision filled with the face 


I'm going fishing. w 


Lookin’ back with Billy Joil 


SIN THE BOX 


DAVE YOUNG AND 18 PLAYER 
== | inthebox@veweekly.com 


You could call last week a banner week 
for the Oilers considering the uninspiring 
summaries we've had to write up this 
season. A shootout loss to Colorado (a 
point in the standings!) and a 4-2 win in 
(blech) Calgary are a step in the right 
direction. A week without more injured 
players is even better. Don't Ask Me 
Why, but a couple good games help take 
the Pressure off. 


ANGRY YOUNG MAN ok, so he’s not so 
angry anymore. And he’s not so young, 
either. But Mark Messier took another step 
toward hockey immortality this week when 
he was inducted into the Hockey Hall of 
Fame. He still has the stare, but it was hard 
to get a good glimpse of it behind all the 
waterworks. Mark broke down when he 
talked about his parents. He broke down 
when he talked about his days with the Oil- 
ers. He broke down when he talked about 
his ex-teammates. He broke down when he 
couldn't find parking. Okay, that’s not true 
(as far as | know). But | guess it’s only fit- 
ting that a guy who so clearly wore his 
emotions on his sleeve for so many years 
has a little trouble keeping it together at a 
time like this. Mark has mentioned that he 
would like to be a GM in the league one 
day, but | think he may be overlooking his 
greatest asset: the ability to scare the beje- 
sus out of people and get them to do what 
he wants them to. | think he'd be a great 
old-school “screw the X’s and 0's, stick’em 
in the fucking neck!” kind of coach. If noth- 
ing else, | think the zebras would be scared 
to stand up to him. | know | would be. 1B 


GOOD NEWS/BAD NEWS Good News! 
The Oilers beat the (ick) Flames last week 
4-2. Bad News! That win marked just the 
fifth regulation win (ie not in OT ora 
shootout) since a 4-0 win over Columbus 
on Feb 22 of last season. That's five regu- 
lation wins in 39 games. Two of those five 
were against (blah) Calgary, though. DY 


BIG SHOT Leading the Colorado Avalanche 


this year in scoring is none other than 
young Paul Stastny (not to be confused 
with Paul Stanley, who is neither young nor 
leading anything that we know of). Paul 
notched his 100th point in his 99th career 
game last week. Quite a torrid pace, 
indeed. Too bad that it was only the fourth- 
fastest that a member of his family has 
managed to do'this feat. Beating him to 
that mark was Paul’s own father Peter 
Stastny as well as uncle Marion and uncle 
Anton. All three were long-time members 
of the Québec Nordiques, which of course 
later became the Colorado Avalanche. Paul 
did, however, manage to pass his father's 
franchise record for points in consecutive 
games by getting on the score sheet 20 
times in a row. Also fun is the fact that, 
back in Québec, Peter was sort of a mentor 
to a young Joe Sakic. Joe is now playing 
the part of the elderly statesman watching 
over young Paul's development. Meanwhile 
... [now feel old. 18 


MY LIFE How’s this for feeling old? Billy 
Joel was just in town and | considered 
going. How uncool is that? “We Didn't 
Start The Fire” still hurts my ears, although 
“Piano Man” makes me want to drink beer. 
Then again, Billy Joel was the first real sta- 
dium concert | ever attended so there is an 
strong nostalgic attachment. It was the 
Glass Houses tour in 1980 or 1981. Back 
then the Oilers were the newcomer 
upstarts in the NHL and 14 of the current 
Oilers were not even born yet. You know 
what else made me feel old? The Edmon- 
ton Sun had to resuscitate Colin Maclean 
to review the show. Please tell me I'm not 
in his demographic now. DY 


MOVIN’ OUT Bouncing around the internet, | 
noticed that Edmonton's arguably least 
favourite former resident Peter Pocklington 
has his own website (peterpocklington.com). 
Some really odd things about the site: 1) The 
site offers nothing for sale (no shirts, voodoo 
dolls or beloved hockey players) which is 
odd for a businessman and entrepreneur. 2) 
Every reference to The Great One (and there 
are many) spells Wayne's last name incor- 
rectly as GRETSKY. 3) Nowhere does Puck's 
website threaten to move to another service 
provider if you don’t send him money. DY 











ints cited in the study, 
d his ministry has yet to 


t of [ministry] monitor- 
e€ on the Athabasca 


Timoney’s study may have taken 
arbon samples from one day 

only and on sediment that was 
recently eroded, Stewart said, which 

have skewed his findings. 

ane spokesman said the hydrocar- 
bons naturally occur in the oil sands 
area, just as mercury can naturally 


up in fish, which may lead to a 
ersaiiicry. 
"| know there's natural arsenic and 


chemicals, but it’s not all natural,” 
retorted Donna Cyprien, the Nunee 
Health Authority’s health director. 
“People here all know our water is dif- 
ferent than it used to be. People used 
to drink it, but not anymore.” 

Dana Wylie, a board member with the 
Fort Chipewyan Métis Association, also 
defended Timoney’s work, which the 
Nunee Health Authority commissioned 
because the people it serves were not 
satisfied with any provincial studies. 

Experts like well-respected Univer- 
sity of Alberta water expert David 
Schindler have peer-reviewed the 
doctor's work, she told Vue, question- 
ing how Alberta Environment had 
done their study. 

Wylie said she has seen disfigured 
fish, with curved spines, cysts and 
bulging eyes, caught from the same 
waters where children swim. 


Fort Chipewyan is downstream 
from pulp mills as well, she said, and 
the Athabasca River is used as a 
“dumping ground” for pollutants. 

“Llive in the community and I see the 
impact it’s causing,” said the Métis 
activist, adding it was “a little frustrat- 
ing” hearing outsiders doubting the sit- 
uation. “I know people are getting sick 
and dying. Something's not right.” 

She pointed out that the pollution 
affects birds, moose and muskrat, 
noting how many in her community 
eat traditional foods hunted and gath- 
ered from the area. 

Councillor Russell Kaskamin of 
the Mikisew Cree First Natior noted 
in the release that the study further 
Supports his band’s recent call at 
Alberta Energy and Utilities Board 
hearings for a moratorium on oil 
sands development. 

“The federal and provincial govern- 
ments are continuing to issue 
approvals for projects despite all of 
the uncertainties with the true envi- 
ronmental effects of oil sands devel- 
opment,” he said. 

Wylie specified to Vue that the com- 
munity understands what it is up 
against in asking to stop oil sands 
expansion, which involve expensive 
mega-projects fueled by ambitious 
corporate plans to take advantage of 
oil prices topping $100 per barrel. 

But she said area residents have been 
discussing their concerns for years, to 
no effect, and she just wants the proj- 
ects “to hold off so we can catch up.” 

The Métis activist said the commu- 
nity’s political leadership is discussing 
their next moves, which may include 
legal action. wv 
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INTRODUCTORY BUSINESS COURSES ONLINE THIS JANUARY 


If you're considering full-time study in NAIT's Business Administration program 
next fall, or need the flexibility of distance learning, get ahead with online 100 
level Business courses Starting in January, five of the ten 100 level Business 
courses will be available online: 


* Business Law BLAW161 

* Organizational Behaviour ORGB292 

* Microeconomics ECON186 

* Business Mathematics with Excel MATH117 
* Accounting ACCT106 


Register today. 
T: (780) 471-7892 





AN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY COMMITTED TO STUDENT SUCCESS 
Www.nait.ca/ebusiness 


INDULGE YOUR PASSION FOR BOOKS! 




















Victoria Laine 
NAIT instructor and nutritionist divulges the 
health benefits of chocolate in her book, 

Health by Chocolate. 


Saturday, November 17 from 2-4 pm 


Firetower observer 


Sharon Stratton 


drops by for a chat with her dog, Ted and 
her book, Between Earth and Sky. 


Sunday, November 18 at 2:00 pm 


_ Hugh Brewster 
launches his new childrens book, 
Carnation, Lily, Lily, Rose with illustrations by 
John Singer Sargent. Recently nominated for a 
- Governor General's Literary Award. 


_Monday, November 19 at 7:30 pm 








Globe and Mail columnist 


Christie Blatchford 


launches her book, Fifteen Days: 
Stories of Bravery, Friendship, Life 
and Death from Inside 

the New Canadian Army 


CHRISTIE BLATCHFORD 


e 








Thursday 

November 22 

7:30 pm 

Transalta Arts Barn 10330-84 Ave 
Tickets: $10 Adult, $7 Students 
and members of the military 
Tickets available at Audreys and 
the U of A Bookstore 


with an introduction by 


Sgt. Patrick Tower, recipient 
of the Star of Military Valour 






UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 


@ BOOKSTORES udrevs 


“BOOKSC 
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Pay the US price on dual-priced books printed in the USA. 
Drop by for more details. 





10702 Jasper Avenue * 423-3487 » www.audreys.ca 


save 25% on all the globe and mail bestsellers everyday 
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EASTBOUND 
Begn pick-ups al Jasper Hotels 
Oopan Jasper Park Lodge 
15 minute rest stop in Edson 


Veta Arve at West Edmonton Mail 
(Fantasy Land Hotel) 


ONE-WAY RATES 
Adult GST Total Child GST Total 


Jasper - WEM 


Jasper - YEG $62.54 


Starting November 14th book directly online at... 


sundogtours.com 
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Wonderful. By Nature 


Two day package: sks ks 
$187.00* = 
$263.00* 
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Sink your teeth into the view and the food 


ERIN MIKALUK / erin@vueweekly.com 
he dark crimson sun was set- 
ting over the majestic wall of 
water that is Niagara Falls. My 
cousin and I, along with our hubbys, 
had enjoyed an incredible day of 
sightseeing. Maid of the Mist, wine 
tours, shopping across the US bor- 
der—you name it, we did it. Now we 
were on a different mission: sniffing 
out the best food in the area and 
silencing our neglected stomachs. 

Trying to find the perfect place to 
dine, we had already walked 10 long 
blocks from our hotel. Since we were 
in one of Canada’s most romantic 
destinations, we were in the mood for 
something with a touch of class. 

Just as we reached the Falls’ edge, 
we discovered A Cut Above Steak- 
house. The two large doors boasted 
bull horns and a wild west motif, 
which may not have screamed 
“class,” but our Albertan party was 
cravin‘ the beef. It didn’t take much to 
convince my travelling companions 
that we ought to give it a try. 

A Cut Above Steakhouse, which is 
the Sheraton Fallsview Hotel’s in- 
house restaurant, offered guests and 
visitors a range of menu items and a 
stunning view of Niagara Falls. Its 
specialty, of course, was steak. The 
restaurant served only Certified Angus 
Beef, which is the highest standard of 
beef steaks, and I was dying to sink 
my teeth into one of them. 

The restaurant's interior was an 
odd match to its front entrance. Not at 
all Western, the room resembled a 
high-class parlour and was draped in 


A CUT ABOVE STEAK- 
HOUSE 


6755 FALLSVIEW BLVD, NIAGARA FALLS 
905.974.1077 
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rich burgundy, deep navy and golden 
yellow hues. The young and spiky- 
haired host led us to a spacious round 
booth that could easily have fit eight 
guests. We settled in and were com- 
pletely unprepared for the sight we 
were about to behold. 


OUTSIDE OF OUR WINDOW, the breath- 
taking Falls thundered below. A cloud 
of mist rose out of the bottom of the 
horseshoe-shaped wall of water; the 
mist created that mystic appeal that 
makes Niagara so special. The 
remarkable sight provided the perfect 
backdrop to a romantic evening. 

Our server came to take our drink 
orders. Since we thought that declin- 
ing Niagara’s wine selections would 
be criminal, our group decided on a 
bottle of Vineland Cabernet Franc 
($40). Rich, full-bodied and flavourful, 
we chose a perfect match for the 
boldness of steakhouse fare. | opened 
the menu and noted seafood, chicken 
and numerous pasta dishes that 
caught my attention besides the 
expected beef. Since | came for the 
steak, however, the filet mignon 
($33.95) called my name. 

A handy tip sheet explained how to 
order a steak. Medium-well meant 
brown on the outside, with a touch of 
pink in the middle—my personal 
favourite. My husband, however, 


informed me that ordering a steak 
cooked beyond medium was a great 
way to kill the juiciness of a perfect 
meal. | did it anyway. 


WE OPTED TO START our dinner with 
calamari ($10.95), which arrived pip- 
ing hot a few moments later. We 
wasted no time digging in. The tiny 
rings of squid were lightly tossed in a 
special breading and deep-fried to a 
golden brown. The dish came with a 
spicy chipotle mayonnaise and a 
tomato-based cocktail sauce. Both 
dips were excellent and added their 
own spin to the soft and succulent 
calamari, but | was anticipating that 


Its not whether 
you win or lose, 
it's how you order 
your steak. 





first bite of steak that would really 
make my taste buds sing. 

The plate was simple. My slab of 
dark, savoury beef nestled between 
three spears of asparagus and a hill 
of garlic mashed potatoes. The medi- 
um-well steak was cooked to perfec- 
tion, tender and melting in my 
mouth. Not an ounce of fat lined the 
edge. This was, without a doubt, the 
best steak I ever tasted, My hus- 
band’s 12 oz New York Strip also sur- 
passed his expectations. 

Returning to refill our wine glasses, 
our server offered us a peek at the 
dessert menu. Although I was starting 
to feel full, | had noticed a delicious- 





looking chocolate creation deliverec 
to the table across from us. One 
glance at the menu told me this 
dessert had to be the Chocolate 
Nougatine Dome. Its hard chocolate 
shell was drizzled with golden amber 
caramel and concealed a soft, rich 
mousse interior. It was a decadeni 
finish to my perfect day. 

With our stomachs full and our 
bodies rested, we started the long, 10 
block journey to our hotel. After all 
the food, the walk was a welcome 
experience. We accomplished our 
goal and sniffed out some of the best 
food in the area. The stunning view o! 
Niagara Falls was the cherry on top. v 
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CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 

y the time we took our seats in 
B«: Ancient Cedars Dining 

Room at Island Lake Lodge, 
we were well primed for our last sup- 
per together. We had spent a couple 
of days together at the Lodge's annual 
Women’s Wellness Retreat receiving 
massages, walking through majestic 
800-year-old cedars, doing yoga and 
discovering our inner poets. 

The dining room’s open concept 
was light and airy when we enjoyed 
our continental breakfasts, but in the 
evening, the giant windows glinted 
with candlelight and logs in the 
giant stone fireplace crackled with 
warm life. An added bonus was a 
trio of musicians—Harmony Music 
out of Jaffray, BC—which graced us 
with a pleasing mix of harp, violin, 
guitar and stunning vocals. As we 
were led to our long wooden table 
along the back log wall, we envious- 
ly eyed the appetizers of the other 
women who managed to wrangle an 
earlier seating. 


Good Earth 


A COFEEHOUSE WITH GOOD FOOD 
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CAMPUS TOWER 


8623 -112 STREET 


Fernie mountaintop retreat a gourmet getaway 


= | BLAND LAKE LODGE 
TO 


FINE pat 


Island Lake Lodge is situated 10 
kilometres from Mount Femie Provin- 
cial Park, up a winding gravel road 
and nestled in an old-growth cedar 
forest. It’s a short, lush path away 
from a glass-like lake. During the 
summer months, hikers, spa-sters and 
foodies drive up to the Lodge to enjoy 
its 7000 acres of pristine wilderness, 
spa, yoga classes and, of course, its 
succulent sustenance. 

The Lodge shuts down in the fall 
until the Cat-Ski paradise opens up, 
where hardier types enjoy an enviable 
mix of powder skiing and power 
noshing. 


| MULLED OVER my dinner options 


with a glass of Black Hills Nota Bene 


OUR FIRST COFFEE HOUSE IN EDMONTON {FINALLY!} 
PLEASE COME ENJOY A GREAT COFFEE WITH US AT 





PHONE 434-4892 







($10), a Bordeaux-style blend of 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and 
Cabernet Franc. Its aroma of cedar 
seemed apropos to my surroundings, 
and a dark cherry dawdled on my 
tongue—its lingering matched our 
moods and the leisurely way we all 
took in the menu. 

There were no easy decisions. | 
wouldn’t possibly have room for both 
an appetizer and dessert, so I allowed 
my sweet tooth to win out. Admitted- 
ly, my choice was made easier when 
my friend told me that she'd offer me 
a taste of her Schezwan seared tuna 
($15). For dinner, I opted for an 
unpretentious “Chicken.” Its allure 
was in its description: a free-run leg 
braised in pineapple and North 
African spices, finished off with a 
smoked bacon barley pilaf and mint- 
roasted grapes ($26). Dessert deci- 
sions would come later. 

After our server, Jill, dropped off a 
basket of rolls, conversation briefly 
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Rekindle the passion in your plate 


JAN HOSTYM / jan@vueweekly.com 

ne afternoon, after numerous 
CO) inseccest attempts at 

securing a spot in the parking 
lot of the Italian Centre South, I gave 
up and stopped in front of a vacant 
building to the south. Only on that 
day, the vacant building I remembered 
was home to a flurry of activity; it 
looked like the beginnings of a reno- 
vation project. 

My interest was piqued but I was 
in a hurry and, after battling the 
crowds at the Italian Centre, went on 
my way. However, every time I was 
in the vicinity, I peeked in the win- 
dow, hoping to get a glimpse of what 
was to come. 

My curiosity was finally satisfied 
when The Passionate Plate opened 
its doors. initially I thought it a restau- 
rant or kitchen shop. The Passionate 
Plate is all about food, but the focus is 
much different. 

Partners Lianne Dowty, Janice 
Fuller and Leanne Young opened “an 
indulgent getaway from your kitchen.” 
Simply put, it is a studio kitchen 
where guests create a variety of dif- 
ferent dishes from a menu that 
changes monthly. The ingredients are 
laid out at each station and all you 
have to do is assemble them while 
you socialize. If there is an ingredient 
you don’t like, don’t put it in 

The meals are vacuum-sealed to 
preserve freshness and ready to be 
tucked into the freezer. The mess, 
thankfully, is left behind. 

The three partners are from 
diverse backgrounds but there is one 
thing they have in common—they are 
all mothers of young children. As any 
parent is quick to reveal, once kids 
make an appearance, busy lives 
become even crazier. Young said she 
found herself putting more and more 
prepared convenience foods into her 
grocery cart but began feeling guilty 
about what she was feeding her fam- 
ily. Ingredient lists made her feel 
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THE PASSIONATE PLATE 
BONZ- TDMA STREET 
ania 


MEALS2G0 


even worse. She wanted healthier 
options that were still quick and 
easy. She wasn't alone. 


THE PASSIONATE PLATE is ali about 
taking the freshest, healthiest food 
and making it easy, accessible and, 
yes, even sexy. It’s about restoring 
passion to the kitchen and the food 
we eat, making it fun again. Cooking 
is becoming a lost art: it’s time to put 
it into an environment where it 
becomes hip again. 

Janice and Wade Paterson are 
responsible for designing the entrees 
that are available each month. Both 
are chefs with extensive experience 
and impressive credentials. A quick 
glance at this month's menu is 
enough to get me salivating: Shrimp 
Orzo, Spinach and Prosciutto 
Wrapped Salmon, Stuffed Gorgonzola 
Beef Burgers and Fettuccine in Exotic 
Mushroom Sauce are just the begin- 
ning. Menus change monthly to 
reflect the flavours of the changing 
seasons, ensuring that the options 
remain exciting and innovative. 

Despite the warm colours that 
grace the walls and the large win- 
dows that light the place up, The 
Passionate Plate understands that 
not everyone has time to sip a glass 
of wine and put together a few 
meals. With 48 hours notice, they 
will assemble a selection of meals 
so you can pop in and pick them up. 
For those of us that are challenged 
when it comes to planning ahead, 
there are Gourmet to Go meals wait- 
ing in the freezer. 


FURTHERMORE, The Passionate Plate 


Great Yalion Dining since 1991 
439-8466 


fiorecantina.com 









studio parties can include a wide 
variety of options: girls’/guys’ night 
out, corporate events, birthday par- 
ties or singles’ nights. Check out the 
kids’ cooking classes held on acci- 
dent-proof stools. Tucked away in 
the freezer are the Baby Gourmet 
dishes: organic meal options to 
match every stage of baby or tod- 
dler development. Frozen in indi- 
vidual portions, they are 
convenient, wholesome and practi- 






cal with no mess and no waste. 
There are also Stork Packages for 
new parents to help make those 
first few months with a newborn a 
bit more manageable. 

The premises seem large yet cozy, 
anchored by an open kitchen/coffee 
bar at the front where quick {or not so 
quick) coffee and muffins or a more 
leisurely lunch are served. Choose a 
little bistro table or pull up a stool at 
the bar and watch the kitchen in 


action. The lunch menu is small but 
scrumptious with a few soups, sand- 
wiches and pizzas. 

The Passionate Plate isn’t just for 
parents. It’s for anyone who wants to 
eat wholesome, delectable food and 
have some fun doing it. It’s about 
waking up taste buds and leaving 
behind the mess! 

So go ahead, put some passion into 
your plate. Circle that parking lot until 
you find a spot and take the plunge. v 
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take home to Mom 
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2005 EXPLORATEUR OLD VINE SHIRAZ 
CaLONTAL ESTATE, AUSTRALIA 


In 2005, Australia’s Barossa region 
recorded its best vintage in over a 
decade. When the owner of one of my 
favourite wine stores e-mailed me about 


OLD VINE SHIRAZ 





this stellar release from Colonial Estate, 
how could | not give it a try? 

Upon pouring the inky, purplish-red 
wine, | noticed it clinging lightly to the 
glass. This meant that the young wine 
still had plenty of sugar. The depth of 
the colour was very intriguing and so 
was its nose. With hints of blackberries 
and licorice, it was refreshing and by 
no means overwhelming. Too often, a 
young Australian Shiraz will hit you 
over the head with its scent. If the 
odours of this wine were any indica- 
tion, this might be more even-tempered 
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than the norm. 

When | first sipped the wine, | found it 
to be very well-rounded, with a slight hint 
of tannins at the front. It flowed very well 
through the middle with its richness still 
strong but slowly subsiding toward the 
back. This rich wine was a bit weak at the 
back of the palate, but otherwise flavour- 
ful and never overwhelming through the 
evolution of the taste. 

| have tasted better, but I'm glad that | 
have a few more bottles left. | look for- 
ward to seeing how it changes in a year or 
two. Still, for less than $40, a good buy! w 
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Old Strathcona 
Farmers Mater 


A touch of the farm 
in the heart of the city! 


Saturdays 8am - 3pm 
10310-83 Ave Edmonton, Ab 
Open year ‘round! Lots of free parking! 





FINE DINING 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21 


turned to good carbs and bad, and I 
was overcome by a brief glint of guilt 
as | reached for one of the warm bun- 
dies of bread. I rationalized that | 
needed something to tide me through 
the appetizers. Or did |? 

My friend's platter of seared tuna 
arrived, its mound of fish accented 


smoky bacon was a tasty companion 
to the little pearls of barley, adding a 
warming bulk to the meal. And | 
could have eaten an entire bow! of 
the roasted grapes. The meal was 
topped off nicely with luscious greens 

Mine was not a meal to shovel in— 
it Was One to savour every last 
morsel. I greedily neglected to share 
with any of my neighbours, but judg- 
ing from the looks in each of their 


syrup. While it was certainly interest 
ing, the small bite I enjo yed swayed 
my decision over to the Pine aie 
Tarte Tatin ($8), a warm extension 
my pineapple-flavoured chicken 
An upside-down pineapple tart, the 
Sweet concoction was to 
coconut rum ice cream, ma 
scratch. It, too, surpassed e 







coconut than rum, but paired t 





eyes, they were all on the same page 
Instead we shared company which 
despite the grandeur of the meal, was 
even more precious. 


WHEN JILL RETURNED with the dessert 


~menu, | was faced with another 
weighty decision. I'd enjoyed the 
Chocolate Chambord Torte the night 
before, but I was curious about the 
Smoked Cheesecake, flavoured with 
banana, a chocolate cookie base and 
pomegranate syrup. Luckily, one of 
the other ladies offered up a bite of 
hers. She described it as “interesting,” 
the woody taste of creamy cheese 
drawn out beyond both banana and 


and balanced by edamame salad with 
wasabi and artfully yarned carrots 
Crusted in cornmeal, the tuna was 
succulent and its peppery mass melt- 
ed on my tongue. 

“What did I tell you?” my friend 
nodded knowingly. I had to admit that 
it would be a hard act to follow 

Laid on a bed of bacon-barley pilaf 
and encircled with roasted grapes, my 
chicken leg certainly rose to the occa- 
sion. The sweetness of the pineapple 
danced a saucy tango with spicy 
goodness. I’m no stranger to a variety 
of cuisines, but this chicken was like 
nothing I had ever enjoyed. The 


fully with the sugary, crisp pineapple 
Although dinner was spr 
the course of a couple 
of us were loathe to see it end 
only the meal, but also the relax = 
weekend—and decided to Stay on 
over an aperitif Tris 
Frangelico and Ang 











of wine, and our conversation v 
peppered with laughter 

Not only did we decide that the 
meal, mine ringing in at $60 with tip 
was well worth the steep and winding 
drive, we also had a bearable light- 
ness of being that can only come 
taking time out for yourself and mak- 
ing new friends. wv 
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of fresh apples, pears and cinnamon. 
The 650ml bottles of the honey-based 


brew will be available in premium liquor 
stores. 


PORT EDMONTON 

The annual Pleasures of Port tasting at 
Bin 104 rolls around on Wed, Nov 27 at 
7 pm. Sample a selection of vintage 
ports as well as a few other “stickies.” 
With winter here, this a tasting to warm 
your heart! $60 each, visit bin104.com or 
call 436.8850. 
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rewing the ancient nec- 


i Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
t meeing new for Alley Kat, 


happenings around town. Got an event, 
an announcement or some substantiat- 
ed gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com 
or fax 426.2889. 
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Michal Wawrykowicz’s playthings 
in the modernist rumpus room 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrists@vueweekly.com 
hey are larger than life, these 
playthings and players. A 
pink-shirted girl grins behind 
a mask and snorkel, towering above 
viewers. Precious stuffed creatures 
spill out of a cavernously generous 
dresser. A wee school bus is jock- 
eyed by a gangly figure through a 
middle class living room. 

Play is king here, its realms creat- 
ed by Edmonton-based artist Michal 
Wawrykowicz, a kind of a purveyor 
of soulful mischief through his works 
and music. The eight massive can- 
vases in Wawrykowicz's show, La 
Perle, dominate the large main 
space in the ARTery, a new cultural 
venue nestled under a longstanding 
one, Studio E. Asserting itself beside 
peep shows and dodgy flats dotting 
the neighbourhood, the ARTery 
makes public what Studio E kept 
semi-quiet—east Jasper Ave is a 
haven for creative expression in 
Edmonton, with cheap studios and 
practice spaces and uncomplaining 
neighbours. 

Wawrykowicz. painted La Perle's 
works in a studio nearby, and his 
show is a fitting start for a venue 
built around the idea of community, 
play and adventure. 

“This is the first time I’ve seen 
them all together,” Wawrykowicz 
states. “They're so big, in the studio 
you just flip through a stack.” He 
seems faintly astounded by the aes- 
thetic heft of them in context of an 
environment, free of distrac- 








tion and clutter, under a title lifted © 


from the neighbourhood he grew 
up in. His paintings’ sources reach 
into the past too—they’re other 
peoples’ moments, photos belong- 
ing to friends 

“I borrow them, scan them, and 
give them back,” he says simply. 
wrykowicz contends he’s not 
erested in the emotional content 
yurces—although he under- 
viewers might find his 
arged—but talks of his 
bit of modernist alche- 
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my, applying a process that takes 
these humble moments and splays 
them over the grandness of mod- 
ernist ambition. 

"They're happier times,” he offers. 
“I guess | see that, but it’s not impor- 
tant to me—composition is. I have 
modernist hang-ups, like scale.” 


WAWRYKOWICZ SMILES. “1 choose 


photos based on composition, from 
what I see. But the people who took 
the photo chose the composition, 
and | use their amateur photography 
by chance. It may be this precious 
memory for them, but I look at for- 
mal elements like colour or shape.” 
His source photos invoke an idyl- 
lic middle class childhood, pleasant 
banality. On canvas, there's a glee 
behind his subjects that resists the 
passivity of their environments. 
Wawrykowicz is not faithful to the 
originals—he heightens scale (fre- 
quently making the viewer the 


DR. JOSEPH KING 


Over 45,000 procedures 


4-1 sete) StU) ag 


- SUITE 303, 10060 JASPER AVE, EDMONTON 


SCOTIA PLACE, TOWER 2 


“child”) and adds intensity to colours 
in translation from photo to paint- 
ing—although:he leaves in artifacts, 
like flashes and reflections from 
bounced light. 

“They're not photorealistic—I 
never wanted to resolve anything 
that much, but I’m still interested in 
marks and constructive elements,” 
Wawrykowicz explains. “Starting a 
painting is really fun, defining loose 
shapes and being about the physical 
act. It’s loose and gestural and looks 
almost abstract. | start defining other 
shapes in that. A photo is like a 
parameter | stick to. I work the 
whole thing at the same time, work 
on one, put it aside, cycle through 
them. They look resolved at several 
points along the way.” 

Why keep pushing them? At what 
point are his paintings done? 

“Well, that’s the question, isn’t it?” 

Wawrykowicz's sources are not 
on display, so we cannot say 


whether the exuberance of “Flying - 


Luke,” caught in midair superhero 
leap from coffee table to sofa or 
“Juliann Digging” in her sandbox 
have been “touched up,” but it cer- 
tainly was captured. w 


100% 
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Featuring special guest 
star Saddam Hussein 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
{ J wanted to work with that ’80s 
| Fen idea of the world’s 
worst house guest,” explains 
Marty Chan of his new radio comedy 
pilot, Fulcrum of Evil, a playful 
tweaking of the TGIF-style family. 
comedies that turned television into 
a bastion of sensible sweaters and 
rampant attempts at heartwarming 
in the back half of the 1980s. “Only 
in this case, the house guest just 
happens to be Saddam Hussein.” 

Don't let the presence of the 21st 
century’s most notorious dictator— 
who, for the purposes of-the play, let 
his body double take the rap while he 
skipped off to the tropics—fool you, 
though: the setting may have changed, 
but this is still very much just as hokey 
as anything Bronson Pinchot starred 
in. Following the exploits of Fazrul, the 
tin-fisted dictator of the island nation 
of Tigipini, as he deals with a domi- 
neering wife, a fame-obsessed daugh- 
ter and, of course, his beret-wearing 
guest, it is, for Chan, a chance to work 
through a mild obsession with the 
cheesy family sitcoms he knew and 
loved while he was growing up. 

“{ really wanted it to have that 
same kitschy feeling, because | really 
loved watching those shows,” says 
Chan, who sites the double whammy 
of Family Ties and Growing Pains as 
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FULCRUM OF EVIL 

WRITTEN BY MARTY CHAN 

STARRING JEFF HASLAM, MARK MER, 
DAVINA STEWART, BETH GRAHAM 
WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE 1032-89 AVE) S10 


RADIO PLAY 


two of his favourites. “They're just so 
cornball, with everybody always 
hugging and getting along. They're 
the kind of things that—even then, | 
think—you spend most of your time 
laughing at, not with.” 


$0 ENAMOURED was chan with the 
format that he even borrowed some 
of the extra-narrative bits for his 
own. Unlike most of the CBC’s radio 
plays, which are recorded by solitary 
actors in tucked-away studios, Ful- 
crum will be recorded before a live 
audience at the Walterdale Play- 
house—although perhaps a laugh 
track would have been more fitting. 

“Most of those shows were 
recorded in front of live studio audi- 
ences, so it does give it a bit of 
authenticity,” says Chan. “Besides 
that, nothing kills comedy like no 
reaction, and we're also able to use 
the audience to make sounds, like 
one crowd riot scene we have 
planned, which we just couldn’t get 
away with otherwise.” v 
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arts are essentially 
lancing two almost 
etrically opposite forces: 


aesthetics for now). 
my way of thinking, 


hat is, entertaining, 
_and ultimately mov- 
of work; ideas without 
are philosophy, and stories 
ideas should only be related 
olding pint glasses. 
could make a broad-stroke cri- 
tique Edmonton theatre, it would 
be that, too often, they go for the 
ees: over the philosophy. It’s 
always the case, of course, but 
more often than not saying some- 
thing poignant—or even trenchant— 
is obscured, if not entirely ignored, 
in favour of a good yarn, a solid 
laugh, simple entertainment. 

For the first half of Mark Stubbings’ 
funeral home workplace comedy 
Dust, that’s certainly the case. 
Through most of it, we spend our 
time doing nothing more than follow- 
ing around his troupe of frequently 

. Crass, almost reluctantly alive hearse 
drivers—the defacto leader, avowedly 
distant Alex (Stubbings), the bilious 
Jake (Stewart Burdett), the cement- 
headed Hugh (Charles Netto) anda 
newcomer, the self-describedly quirky 
Audrey (Elizabeth Ludwig)—as they 
Pass their days gambling, shooting 
the shit (usually directly at each other) 
and smirking at death. It’s not that it’s 
unenjoyable—in fact, it’s frequently 
hilarious, particularly whenever Jake 
(played quite well by Burdett) gets 
going on whatever's twisting his 
briefs at the moment—it's just that 
Stubbings doesn’t seem interested in 
doing anything more than let us 





THU, NOV - SUN, NOV 18 (0) 
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DIRECTED BY DAVID DEGAGNE 

WRITTEN BY MARK STUBBINGS 

STARRING STUBBINGS, ELIZABETH LUDWIG, 
CHARLES NETO, STEWART BURDETT 
TRANSAUTA ARTS BARNS (10330 64 AVE) 
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PREVUE 


watch this happen. For a play that’s 
got a coffin sitting at centre stage, 
through its first half it seems entirely 
uninterested in thinking about any- 
thing that isn’t what hearse drivers 
say while they're waiting for funerals 
to end. 


THIS WOULDN'T BE as relevant if it 


wasn't for the fact that the second 
half of the play—or, really, the tail 
end of the first act and the entirety of 
the (unfortunately) short second— 
actually picks up the more conspicu- 
ous ideas that were lying about and 
explores them. When one of the four 
Passes away, suddenly the others, 
normally so callous in the face of 
death, are smacked in the face with 
the pain they spend their time ignor- 
ing, if not outright mocking. Stub- 


ath at a funeral home 
IGS GETS DOWN AND DIRTY, EVENTUALLY, IN DUST 


bings doesn’t make it simple, 
though: he gets into the necessary 
detachment we all live our lives 
with—a detachment that’s obviously 
pushed to extremes when it’s your 
job to haul dead bodies around. 

In a pretty magnificent little 
monologue, Stubbings lays fairly 
plain the dangers of attachment 
while also managing to suggest pre- 
cisely why it is we have to let other 
people in. Indeed, the whole second 
act is, while remaining entertaining, 
a fairly stirring affirmation that hurt 
and loss and pain are thoroughly 
beautiful, if only because they show 
ourselves the depth of our own 
attachment. 

It would be nice if that level of 
engagment was present throughout 
the play, although to be perfectly fair 
to Stubbings and the cast, at least 
part of the reason that criticism can 
be levelled is because they've done a 
superb job of keeping things enter- 
taining, if not necessarily thought- 
provoking. Still, the play is 
unquestionably at its best when 
Stubbings is no longer content to 
simply tell us a story, and instead 
starts telling us about ourselves. v 


Visual Arts Alberta & Harcourt House Aris Centre present... 


Going Once, Going Twice: 





Hellenic Centre 


10450 - 116 Street 
Advance tickets $25, at the door $30, Students $20 


For more information contact: 
VAAA: 421.1731 

www. visualar 
Harcourt House 
www.harcourthousee.ab.ca 


alberta.com 
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Live & Silent Art Auction and Gala 


Come Celebrate the Visual Arts 


Hosted by City TV’s Bridget Ryan 


Live music by Dan Skakun Trio 
and Terry McDade 





New gallery to treat 
city to Global visuals 


PRAIRIE ARTSTERS 


amy@yueweekly.com 


The sprawling maze-like hallways of the 
Edmonton Mennonite Centre for New- 
comers was filled to capacity last Friday 
with a new visual arts initiative. Tem- 
porarily serving as exhibition space for 
the Global Gallery, a new venue dedicat- 
ed to showcasing visual arts from the 
immigrant perspective, the inner city 
location of the EMCN marks a Starting 
point in recognizing the non-labour relat- 
ed benefits of Edmonton's population 
influx. 

Curated by artists Keith Turnbull, lan 
Mulder and Pauline Ulliac, the 25 artists 
showcased are a diverse representation 
of established and emerging visual 
artists from Iran, Ukraine, Austria, 
Poland, Mexico, Zimbabwe, Sri Lanka 
and India, Australia, El Salvador, Czech 
Republic, Croatia, Philippines, Spain, 
Jamaica, Uruguay, Russia, Japan and 
Peru. 

“It's healthy to have as many artists as 
possible in this first showing,” says Turn- 
bull, a senior sculptor and chair of the 
Edmonton Arts Council. “At this stage, 
the more the better for the arts communi- 


The biggest struggle so far has been 
maintaining outreach to the diversity of 
new communities and gaining access to 
these groups. Beginning as a conversa- 
tion a year ago by a few of the lead 
artists in this project, such as Pedro 
Rodriguez De Los Santos, the Global 
Gallery will be temporarily moved online 
before finding itself in its permanent 
location in the yet-to-be constructed 
new EMCN site on 117 Avenue and 82 
Street. 


AS A PLACE 10 FACILITATE assistance 
and information for immigrants who face 
difficulties in transferring their profes- 
sional abilities, the EMCN is taking a 


bold step in reaching out to immigrants 
who Were professional artists in their 
countries. De Los Santos, who has beer 
an educator and professional artist since 
1990, is one of those artists who has 
begun to flourish since coming 
Edmonton a few years ago 

During the packed opening reception 
he shares, “I've been more focus 
can identify more of myself. In Nv 
ideo, there's less diversity, less s 
and more competition. !'m also i 
by the multiculturalism here anc 1g 
able to see original works of contempo- 
fary art from around the world.” 

Confronted with the lack of galleries 
willing to be the first to showcase 
artists with no professional Canadian 
exhibitions, the Global Gallery hopes to 
fill that void for the time being 

Setting up workshops on how to giv 
gallery presentations and connect 
resources on outreach and gra j 
councils, the aim for EMCN is to pa 
the way for new Canadians who were 
professional artists to remain profes- 
sional artists in this city. 

“There's a lot of talk about Edmonton as 
just a place for receiving immigrants, 
begins EMCN Executive Director Jim Gur- 
nett, one of the lead organizers who 
pushed this initiative forward this past 
year, “but what's not always acknowl- 
edged is that the rest of Edmonton bene- 
fits from this diversity. Part of what I'm 
hearing is that artists are exploring their 
tole as artists in this new environment, 
Whether sharing their culture in Edmonton 
and enriching our city or whether they're 
learning how to do art in Canada. Details 
as the difference in space, in light, all 
those things we may never think on our 
own. Edmonton's quality of life will only 
continue to be enhanced by the works of 
newcomer visual artists.” 

Visit emcn.ab.ca for more details on 
Global Gallery artists. w 














Amy Fung is the author of prairieart- 
sters.com 


Recovery Acres (Calgary) Society 
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Northern Alberta 
Jubilee Auditorium 








by Sterling Award-Winning Playwright 
Rootsaert's writing cs 


is not only intelligent ae a 
and funny, it's bang on. 
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JAY SMITH / jay@vueweekly.com 
Riis: Wonderfull, Calgarian 
William Neil Scott’s first pub- 
ished novel, one begins by 
being struck with déja vu. It’s not just 
that the premise of the novel is a 
paragon of archetypal movement: the 
plot begins with the narrator's moth- 
er, the town’s clairvoyant, going out 
on a boat in the middle of the harbour 
and staying there for days. The com- 
munity of Garfax is upset: she’s stolen 
the boat, and no one knows why she’s 
there. Other children ostracize her 
offspring. 

Evidently, something is rotten in 
the town of Garfax. It’s a “time is out 
of joint’-type situation, and only the 
narrator's mother knows what is hap- 
pening. Then Caleb Ansen, “the vil- 
lage’s prodigal son,” returns. Effects 
ripple. Garfax, isolated amidst the 
pine trees for so long, must modern- 
ize. 

This readerly déja vu, by the way, is 
not merely the result of the book 
being billed as “magic realism,” either. 
That this is a subgenre of fiction 
almost exclusively working in imita- 
tion of Latin American literature 
should, however, serve as a signifi- 
cant clue. 

Only after 70 or so pages of inter- 
woven anecdotes about family, com- 
munity and fantastical things, is it that 
one realizes Wonderfilll is a rewriting, in 
far fewer pages, of Gabriel Garcia Mar- 


WONDERFULL. .- 
BY WILLIAM NELSCOMT. 
NEWEST PRESS, 40 PAGES $7295 


SAT, NOW 17 


SNARING THE NEW WEST 
WONDERFUL BOOK LAUNCH 
REMEDY CARE (631-109 STREEN 


= 
a 
ce 
oN, 


quez’s One Hundred Years of Solitude. 
Instead of sultry Colombia, however, 
the setting is the Canadian East Coast. 

Suddenly, the strategies in Wonder- 
full are appaullingly transparent: so 
this is why Garfax is a “legendary 
town” that “doesn’t exist on Paper’ (ie 
maps or government documents). 
Like Garcia Marquez’s Macondo, iso- 
lated for the eponymous 100 years, 
Garfax is a mythical elsewhere. Unlike 
One Hundred Years, however, Wonder- 
Jull can't decide whether its realism 
should be of psychological or magical 
variety. 


HIS OBVIOUS INFLUENCES set aside for 
a moment, William Neil Scott is obvi- 
ously a gifted storyteller. In all the 
matters that matter, he's on his way 
as a wniter: the various anecdotes that 
are strung together to form the 
novel's narrative aré, largely, 
arranged with finesse. These particu- 
lar anecdotes are compelling stories, 
too. Embracing psychological realism 
and a healthy respect for the rhythms 





Dipping too far into the Wonderful] 





of oral storytelling, Wonderful! almost 
succeeds as a collection of small- 
town stories. At any rate, this is not at 


all a bad showing for a first author 
While the experience of reading 
Wonderfull is pleasant, entertaining 


and occasionally touching, however 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 35 


WHAT: An exciting season of independent theatre! WHERE: PCL Studio, Arts Barns 
WHEN: September 28, 2007 - Threshold Season Launch, Fundraiser and Party 


Last Night Productions presents 
Dust by Mark Stubbings. 
A dark comedy about the last thing we all go 


through - death - as seen through the eyes of 


the people who make a living because of it. 


Vault: Theatre of Invention and Isis 
Productions present a new solo 
performance by Melissa Thingelstad 


Mostly Water Theatre presents 


lm Sticking 


Jain Lou Diamond Phi 


fer by Sam Varteniuk 


and the cast of Young Guns for a look back 
at the 80’s, the buddy flick, and the 
Possibilities of what could have been. 


lips, Kiefer Sutherland 


The System Theatre presents their 
latest creation, 


Trunk Theatre presents 

by Sarah Kane 
“As compact and beautiful as a 
diamond in structure - and yet the 
mood it inspires is black as coal.” 


THUNK pcs 
theatre a. 


formation and season passes will be 
summer at: www.indie5S.ca 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING NOV 15, 2007 
1. Robert Plant & Alison Krauss — Raising Sound (rounder) 
2. Iron & Wine - The Shepherds Dog (sub pop) 
3. Bruce Springsteen — Magic (columbia) 
4. Sam Baker - Pretty World (sam baker) 
5 Neil Young - Chrome Dreams 2 (reprise) 
6. The Weakerthans - Reunion Tour (anti) 
7. Mary Gauthier —- Between Daylight And Dark (lost highway) 
8. Compadres - Buddy Where You Been? (compadres) 
9. Ween -La Cucaracha (chocodog) 
10. Steve Earle - Washington Square Serenade (new west) 
11.Sigur Ros —Hvart (xj) 
12. MLA —Kala (xi) 
13.Stars - In Our Bedroom After The War (arts & crafts) 
14.Mark Knopfier — Kill To Get Crimson (mercury) 
15. The Sadies - New Seasons (outside) 
16.Samantha Schultz — Both Sides (samantha schultz} 
17. Buck 65 - Situation (warner) 
18. Pinback — Autumn Of The Seraphs (touch & go) 
19. Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings - 100 Days 100 Nights (daptone) 
20.Eddie Vedder — Into The Wild ( records) 
21.New Pomographers - Challengers (last gang) 
22. Shuyler Jansen — Today's Remains (black hen) 
23. Bettye LaVette - The Scene Of The Crime (anti) 
24. Snog— The Last Days Of Rome (metropolis) 
25.Cuff The Duke — Sidelines Of The City (hardwood) 
26. Underworld — Oblivion With Bells (side one) 
27.Blue Rodeo — Small Miracles (wamer) 
28. 0.S.T. — I'm Not There (columbia) 
29. High On Fire — Death Is This Communion (relapse) 
30. Joni Mitchell - Shine (warmer) 


THE DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN 
IRE WORKS ON SALE Noy) 


This bands commitment to playing 
the ever living hell out of 
everything they can muster 
up doesn't back down on 
thier 4th full length. 





‘ire Works' will rip out 
your soul and turn it into 
toilet paper. 





END US at MYSPAI 


MAKE SURE TO 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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Gowers needs to keep crawling 


= | WHEN TO WALK 


= | BY REBECLA COWERS 
5 | HARPER COLLINS, 2356, $1795 
LL 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
here's nothing quite like well- 
placed subtlety. When reading 
a book, it can make you feel 
like you're part of an inside joke. 
When listening to a song, it can make 
you feel like the musicians are right 
inside your head. 

Rebecca Gowers'’s debut novel 
When to Walk is, however, a study 
in misplaced subtlety. The novel 
begins with the breakup of our pro- 
tagonist Ramble’s three-year mar- 
riage. What follows is the week in 
which she must—as the title sug- 
gests—learn to walk on her own. 
The point is hammered home by the 
fact that Ramble, whose leg is 
braced because of a bout with septic 
arthritis, has physical difficulties in 
rambling any sort of distance. 

That isn’t to say that Gowers over- 
explains everything, though the effect 
is, quite frankly, maddening. Threads 
of story (about more compelling char- 
acters, I might add) are introduced 
and then forgotten. The daze in which 


ARTS 


Ramble finds herself after Constantine 
(another ironic name) leaves is 
painstakingly realistic, and under- 
standable, but hardly the stuff of good 
story-making. Besides, judging from 
Con’s diatribe on the end of their mar- 
riage, Ramble was sleep-walking long 
before the reader comes on the scene. 

What we're left with is a heroine 
who isn't entirely likeable, while more 
interesting characters flit vaguely in 
the background. 


IT 1S ONLY in the book’s final two 
chapters that things even begin to 
pop. A one-night stand slaps both 
Ramble and the reader out of their 
respéctive stupors, and we begin to 
see a glimmer of light. 

This only partly redeems When to 


Walk, however. And it's because _ 


To learn more about finding the volunteer opportunity that’s right for you, visit: 


volunteeredmonton.com 


Helping 


nothing leading up to these final 
scenes even suggests that the one- 
nighter would be even the remotest 
possibility. Gowers completely blind- 
sides her audience with the sce- 
nario—and not in a good way. | 
mean, the dude she sleeps with 
seems to ooze boredom when he’s 
around her. The only thing that is 
slightly believable here is his morbid 
fascination with her gimped leg. 

There are other partly redeeming 
qualities, too, Gowers’s fascination 
with the Victorian era allows the 
novel to breathe somewhat through 
the confines of Ramble’s troubles. 
Especially fun are the passages about 
Edward Lloyd, who published a news- 
paper of pure fabrication back in the 
19th century. 

I can’t shake the feeling, however, 
that When to Walk is a novel not 
quite finished. In some ways it is 
completely overdrawn and yet it only 
bears the faintest hint of plot. It 
stands up, but its legs are still 
uncomfortably wobbly. vw 








hands. 
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Thank you from Exposure: VUE Weekly - Amber Rooke and The Works - Amit Sansanwal - Art Gallery of Alberta - Blackbyrd Myoozik - Blaire McCalla - Blue Chair Café - Brian Allen - Café Leva - 
Canadian Literature Centre /Centre de littérature canadienne -Catrin B Owen -Chris Rogers - Alanna Chelmick - Chris Samuel - Clay Campbell - Craig Stumpf-Allen - Cultural Capital Project - Debra 
dakubec - Department of Drama, University of Alberta - Dianne Chisholm - Don Bouzek, Pat Darbasie and the “Voices Less Heard” adjudication committee - Ed Lee - Edmonton Arts Council - Eugene 
Dening- Fdmonton Vocal Minority -Faculty of Arts, University of Alberta - Front Page News - Gay Calgary and Edmonton -Gay Edmonton -Gerry Morita - Gillian Scarlett-Greenwoods Books-Guys 
in Disguise - Jackson - Jeanna Baty - Jill Shillabeer, Hilary Rose, Henry Parker - Joel Rhein - Jon Berg - Jonathan Busch and the Edmonton Public Library - Josie Cross - JP Hermano - Katherine 
Binhammer-Ken McDonald, Emily Johnson and everyone else at the Pride Centre of Edmonton - Ken MoRobbie- Kris Wells and Inside/Out - Kristy Harcourt - Laurie Blakeman - Laura Crawford - 
Laura Lee - Laurence Jewell - Lorenzo Pagnotta- Lynn Sutankayo - Mandolin Books - Marsh Murphy and the Metro Cinema- Marshall Watson- Mayor Stephen Mandel - Mercedes - Michael Cursio 

Michael Phair-Mo Engel - Monica Cheng - Moyra Lang - Prism Barand Grill - Provost, University of Alberta- Rich Dimitriou- Roots Organic-Ron Garth -Ron Lightfoot-Ryan Lomenda-ScottGraham 
- Shelley Bindon - Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence - Starbucks - Students’ Association of MacEwan - Susan Hagan, Lisa Gregoire, Alison Hagan and Edmonton Story Slam - Sarah Flynn - Shane Golby 
- Steamworks- The Roost- Trudeau Foundation -TL Cowan - Tony Pan- Tam Gorzalka- TransAlta Arts Barns - Trevor Anderson - Tyson Kaban - VividPrint - Wade King - Womonspace - Zach Ayotte 
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Message From His Worship 
Mayor Stephen Mandel 





Welcome to the debut of Exposure, the newest and most exciting addition to 


Edmonton’s festival lineup. 


This innovative festival has been organized by a group of the most creative 
people from our gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered community (GBLT). 
Thanks to their visionary leadership, many of our artistically talented 
citizens now have an opportunity to showcase their wares. It’s fitting that 
Exposure should be launched this year, as Edmonton is a 2007 


Cultural Capital of Canada. 


On behalf of City Council and the people of Edmonton, I congratulate the 
Exposure steering committee for working together to launch this quality 
event. Exposure is most definitely a welcome addition to a cool Edmonton 
November. As your festival's title suggests, I know you will expose us to the 


best in queer arts and culture. 


Yours truly, 

Spek Soni 
Stephen Mandel 
Mayor 


MESSAGE FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE 


Back in May, a group of bold-thinking, 
art-loving, ambitious queers met at 
City Hall to talk about the possibility of 
mounting a. queer arts and culture festi- 
val in Edmonton—this year. 


Less than six months later, here we are, 
and we think the festival is pretty sweet. 
From Desert Hearts, first released 20 
years ago, to “Get Bent,” featuring art 
by queer youth; from the femmes fa- 
tales across Canada to Edmonton’s own 
Alberta Beef drag king troupe; from the 
long-standing Loud ‘n’ Queer Cabaret to 
the new ground charted in “Queer Ter- 
ritories.” Exposure offers a veritable ex- 
travaganza of queer arts and culture. 


We invite you to experience the ex- 
traordinary creativity of our queer 
communities. 


Welcome. 


Heather Zwicker 
Chair, Steering Committee 


for 

Adam Filiatreault, 
Anthony Easton, 
Christie Schultz, 
Colton Kirsop, 
Michael Clark, 
Nick Green, Norm 
Sacuta, Ted Kerr 
and Todd Janes 
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FIND US ONLINE FOR MORE INFO, 
OR TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN HELP 
EDMONTON’S 2008 PRIDE CELEBRATION! 


WW VW.PRIDEEDMONTON.ORG i 


We are lucky. A giant lives among us. 


His name is Michael. His distinction as a giant 
comes from his magical, grandiose reach and 
vision. Last spring the giant asked a few 
villagers if they thought Edmonton could be home 
to a queer festival. “Yes,” we yelled, setting in 
motion the journey that has culminated in this year’s 
Exposure Festival. More than a festival, Expo- 
sure is an opportunity for everybody to extend 
their own reach and become a giant of their own. 
It is in the giant’s honor that we present Exposure. 


Thank you, Michael. 





\ 





FULL FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS CAN BE FOUND AT 
WWW.EXPOSUREFESTIVAL.CA 


LOUD ‘N’ QUEER CABARET 

NOV. 23. 24 / 7:30 P.M. /18- 
TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS. 

10330 - 84 AVE. TICKETS: $20. TIX ON 
THE SQUARE: $25 AT THE DOOR 


See the newest in LGBTQ art, 
writing and performance during 
the longest-running queer arts 
showease of its kind in Western 
Canada. Produced by Guys In Dis- 
guise and Worshop West Theatre. 
Directed by Darrin Hagen and 
Michael Clark. Starring Cathy 
Derkach, Nathan Cuckow, Andrea 
House and Trevor Schmidt. Tickets 
half price with a WWT season pass. 


QUEER TERRITORIES 
NOV. 10 - DEC. | LATITUDE 53, 
10248 - 106 ST. / FREE 


Curated by Todd Janes and 
featuring Johannes Zits (Toronto), 
Amber Hawk Swanson (Chicago) 
and Lane Robert Mandlis (Edmon- 
ton), this exhibition plays with 
the frontier culture of Alberta and 
examines what might be considered 
on the edges of queer territory in pop- 
ular culture. Queer Territories mixes 
video, performance, installation and 
photography. 











FATALE: A DANGEROUS NIGHT 
OF FEMME PERFORMANCE 
NOV. 25 / DOORS 7 P.M. / SHOW 
7:30 P.M. LATITUDE 53. 

10248 - 108 ST. / FREE 


Featuring four innovative artists 
from across Canada, Fatale will make 
you wish you were living your own 
film noir. Poetry walks in stilettos 
and prose wears pearls when David 
Bateman, Anna, Camilleri, T.L. Cowan 
and Val Desjardins take the stage. 
Hosted by Anne Whitelaw, Fatale 
is generously sponsored by the 
Canadian Literture Centre/Centredu 
littérature canadien at the University 
of Alberta. 


BIRCH HEART PRESENTS: WET 
SECRETS, SPREEPARK, KNOTS 
NOV. 26 / DOORS 7 P.M. / 

SHOW 8 P.M. / ALL AGES 
MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH. 
10025- 101 ST. TICKETS: SII, PRIDE 
CENTRE. BLACKBYRD MYOOZIK, 
MEGATUNES: $MORE AT THE DOOR 


Come hear Calgary’s Knots; 
Edmonton/Calgary/Berlin’s 
Spreepark release their debut CD; 
The Wet Secrets show off their “horny 
pop”; plus guest performances from 
the local scene. 


GET BENT: QUEER YOUTH ART 
(VISUAL ARTS) NOV. 26 - DEC. | 
RECEPTION DEC. | AT 1:30 P.M. 
ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, 

10230 JASPER AVE. / FREE 


Curators Josie Cross, Chris Rog. 
ers and Eugene Dening have come 
together under the mentorship of 
Shane Golby and Kris Wells to create 
a “for youth by youth” exhibit. Join 

~~ the curators and artists on Dec. 1 at 
1:30 p.m. for a free reception. 


DESERT HEARTS / WARS WE 
DRESS UP FOR 

(FILMS) NOV. 27/7 P.M./9 P.M. 
METRO CINEMA. AT THE CITADEL 
THEATRE COMPLEX 

TICKETS: s!0 / $8 (STUDENTS WITH 
ID/SENIORS) AT THE DOOR 


Desert Hearts, Donna, Deitch’s love 
story between two women, “a classic 
of queer cinema,” is back by popular 
demand. Wars we Dress Up For, a 
collection of short films, shares queer 
experiences and expressions through 
the lens of identity and aggression. 


QUEER STORY SLAM 

NOV. 28 /7 P.M. BLUE CHAIR CAFE 
9624 - 76 AVENUE 

ENTRY FEE: $5 FOR STORYTELLERS 
SPASS-THE-HAT FOR AUDIENCE 


Hosted by Story Slam co-founder 
Lisa Gregoire, this event is a queer- 
themed edition of Edmonton’s fa- 
mous story night. Stories can be fic- 
tional or factual but must be original 
unpublished and under five minutes. 
The winner, chosen by audience judg- 
es, takes the money. No reservations 
and only 10 performers per night 
Sign-up starts at 7 p.m. with stories 
beginning sharply at 8 p.m. 


ANN CVETKOVICH 
NOV. 29/1 P.M. U OF A CAMPUS. 
HUMANITIES CENTRE. L-3 / FREE 


Ann Cvetkovich presents “Depres- 
sion: A Public Feelings Project.” Cvet- 
kovich is a foundational figure in the 


Bid il 
Councillor, Ward 4 
Thank you t for your Support, 


/ look ¢ forward to 


working, r for 40H. 


ben.henderson@edmonton.ca | 
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f TS / BUBBLE 
Ms) NOV. 29/7 P.M./9 P.M. 
20 CINEMA. AT THE CITADEL 
‘ATRE COMPLEX TICKETS: $10 / 
{sTUDENTS WITH ID/SENIORS) 
THE DOOR 


642 Statements: A Documentary 
out Queer Canadian Women, you'll 
Tori Foster as she travels the 
ntry in search of queerness and 
nections. The Bubble is Eytan 
“s film about being gay, straight, 
Palestinian, lover and 
r (Arabic, English, Hebrew with 
sh subtitles). 


T AT THE ROOST 
RTIST/AUDIENCE MIXER) 
BV. 29/9 P.M. / 18+ THE ROOST 


me out and give a TOAST to the 
re and participants of Exposure! 
pwork, chat, laugh and enjoy per- 
es and a great dance floor. 


| 


rman 





IVAN E. COYOTE 


IVAN E. COYOTE / SHAWNA 
DEMPSEY AND LORRI MILLAN 
NOV. 30/7 P.M. U OF A CAMPUS. 
EDUCATION NORTH BUIDLING, 2-115 
ADMISSION: $5 AT THE DOOR 


Together on a single bill, three of 
Canada’s most notorious queer 
performers! Ivan BE. Coyote is an 
award-winning author of four 
collections of short stories and a re- 
nowned storyteller. Shawna Dempsey 
and Lorri Millan present: Lesbian 
National Parks & Services 
Wants You! The public has a rare 
opportunity to thrill to the first-hand 
tales of lesbian rangers. 


ALBERTA BEEF OVEREXPOSED 
(DRAG KING CABARET) NOV. 30 / 
DOORS 4 P.M. / SHOW I0 P.M. / 18+ 
PRISM BAR & GRILL / NO COVER 


Party with the kings! Come see 
all-new numbers that will leave you 
laughing, thinking-and HOT. The 
show also features Edmonton’s new 
troupe, Prime Rib, and Calgary’s 
Fake Mustaches. Co-hosted by Derek 
Marshall and his bois Mason and 
Braden! 


EXPOSURE FAMILY DAY 

AT THE AGA 

DEC. |/ NOON - 4 P.M. 

ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA. 10230 
JASPER AVE. / FREE 


Got kids? Make art with educators 
Davey Thompson and Clay Lowe 
during drop-in workshops at the 
Art Gallery of Alberta (AGA). Also, 
be our guest for the Get Bent / 
Exposure Family Day reception at 
1:30 p.m. There will be refreshments 
and performances from the Pride 
Centre Youth Theater Project. 


3 | | 4) KC 
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Centre for Gender & Sexual Diversity 








TELLING QUEER STORIES: 
ARTIST WORKSHOP 

DEC. 1/10 A.M. - | P.M. / FREE 
MACEWAN CITY CENTRE CAMPUS. 
ROOM 7-285 


_Listen to, learn from and network 
with established queer artists/writ- 


~ ers Ivan B. Coyote, Ann Gvetkovich, 


Shawna Dempsey and Lorri Mil- 
lan. This three-hour workshop is 
directed toward Edmonton’s emers- 
ing queer artists working in all me- 
dia. Bring your questions, aspira- 
tions and realities. Lunch will be 
served. RSVP by Wednesday, Nov. 28 
to todd@exposurefestival.ca. 


ROUGE: A MASQUEERADE BALL 
DEC. | / DOORS 8 P.M. / 18+ 
FREEMASONS’ HALL OF EDMON- 
TON. 10318 - 100 AVE. 

TICKETS: $25. TIX ON THE SQUARE. 
PRIDE CENTRE, BLACKBYRD 
MYOOZIK 


Rouge is a dress-up ball for queers 
and their queer-friendly friends. Cast 
in the spirit of the Moulin Rouge, the 
evening will feature roving perfor- 
mance artists, celebrity Santas, and 
DJ West Coast Baby Daddy. Wear 
your imagination and dress in your 
best. This party, the capstone event 
of Exposure Festival, is expected to 
sell out, so buy your tickets early. 





DAVID FOLK: “BUNNY BOY” 


Proud to join with you in 
celebrating queer art at the 
first Exposure Festival! 


>a 


414-0743 


THE WORKS PRESENTS: 

DAVID FOLK 

NOV. 5 - DEC. | RECEPTION NOV. 
29.7 - 9 P.M. THE WORKS GALLERY. 
*200. 10225 - 100 AVE. / FREE 


The Works Gallery is proud to 
present Telling Tails and Other 
Stories, an exhibit of contemporary 
paintings by recent MFA gradu- 
ate David Folk. Folk’s large-scale 
figure paintings incorporate elements 
of self-portraiture, nostalgia and 
desire. 


PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITS 
NOV. I7 - DEC. 1 / FREE 


Local and international photogra- 
phers discuss issues of the body, lan- 
guage, and desire. Artists and venues 
are Andrew McPhail (Greenwoods 
Books), Jackson (TransAlta Arts 
Barn; Nov. 25, 24 only), RM Vaughn 
(Front Page News), Gilles From Paris 
(Steamworks), EG Chrichton (Man- 
dolin Books) and Elaine Wannechko 
(Prism Bar & Grill). 


November 235 to 
December 1, 2007 
WWW.EXPOSUREFESTIVAL.CA 
PROGRAM SUBJECT TO CHANGE 





edmonton.centre@assembly.ab.ca 





OTHER HAPPENINGS 
AROUND TOWN 


NOV. 20/4 P.M 

TRANS DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
Latitude 53 

Artist Talk: Lane Robert Mandlis 


NOV. 23/2P.M 

MIRIAM SMITH: Thinking about 
National Human Rights 

Queer Movements in Canada and 
the U.S. U of A campus, Business 
Building 2-5 


NOV. 23. 24/8P.M 

BRIAN WEBB DANCE COMPANY 
Presents: Kidd Pivot - Lost Action 
John L. Haar Theatre 
www.bwde.ca 


NOV. 26 - DEC. | 

AIDS AWARENESS WEEK / 
WORLD AIDS DAY 

AIDS Vigil with Edmonton Vocal 
Minority and guests Dec. 1, Rice 
Lobby, Citadel Theatre 5 p.m 
www.hivedmonton.com 


NOV. 27/5 P.M 

ELIZABETH SAEWYC: 
Paradoxical Pregnancies 
(nside/OUT) U of A campus 
Education North Building, 7-152 


NOV. 28 - DEC. 9 

BITCHSLAP! 

Theatre Network’s Roxy Theatre 
www.attheroxy.com 


NOV. 28/7 P.M. / FREE 

A GRINDHOUSE IS NOT A HOME: 
An evening of trashy local 
homemade films 

Edmonton Public Library 


NOV. 29. 30. DEC.1/7P.M 
THE LARAMIE PROJECT 
Eva 0. Howard Theatre, 
Victoria School 

For tickets or information call 
426-3010 





introduces a province wide 24/7 GLBTQ support line 


4-877-OUT-IS-OK 
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to transcend magic- 
mode. In other 
the magic, but these 
are without high- 


the “dead relatives’: they 
and play dominoes in other 
s houses and that's about it. 
i? isn’t just a hyperbolic descrip- 
‘or ancient familial hangers-on, 
yer: apparently these relatives 
dead. Toss out the figurative 
e- they are just ghosts who sit 
ad Fac ignore everyone else and 
jominoes. 

is caveat Of magic realism (in 
tion mode, at least)—that figu- 
must be taken liter- 
t of dulling the 
r arvellous figura- 
in Wonderfull. Poetic 
tions are flattened with 
y suspicion: are those rela- 
st really old or are they real- 


ther example: when a priest 
y finds Garfax, after a 10-year 
through other coastal towns that 
been similarly forsaken by car- 
y, villagers beg him to perform 
ges and last rites on the cohab- 
/common-law and long-dead. 
‘writes: “The young priest found 
self talking to dead men in the 
s, cc ing them as they wept 
st on his collar.” 


F STUNNING IMAGE reaa metaphori- 


~ WUEWEEKIY _) 


THE — 
SEASON 


THE 


MOST 


COMPREHENSIVE 


GUIDE 


EVERYTHING 
HAPPENING IN 
PERFORMING 


ARTS! 


ALL AVAILABLE AT 
VUEWEEKLY.COM 






cally, which is how it was (probably) 
intended. But because metaphor is at 
the heart of magic realism’s imaginative 
operation, especially in this Canadian 
incarnation, the reader first resists the 
metaphorical reading in favour of the 
literal one. And the literal reading, after 
all these dead relatives milling about, 
after the plethora of narratively unnec- 
essary magic-realistic flourishes, is just 
too much. It’s too contrived, it’s style 
layered on too thickly. The delicacy of 
the image dissolves. 

Perhaps the problem is really that 
imitators of magic realism, or how 
Magic realism has been interpreted up 
north, take the subgenre as an excuse 
to be magical. So, in Wonderfull, Scott 
mentions a girl who needed to put 
rocks in her pockets so that she 
wouldn't float away. It’s a one-off 
mention; the girl doesn’t reappear and 
there’s no further explication as to 
why she would be floating away, or 
why she would need rocks. 

This, of course, may just be an 
oblique homage to One Hundred Years 
of Solitude. There, Garcia Marquez 
writes of a girl who is so beautiful, so 
adored by men and so ignorant of her 
beauty that she eventually floats away. 
She is not a human, not someone who 
will float off the page into real life: 
rather, she is a narrative construction 
extraordinaire. As such, she portrays 
the fragility of beautiful things, the 
lightness and transience of aesthetic 
pleasure. She’s not a psychologically 
feasible personality but an iridescent 
symbol that lingers with the reader 
long after the book is closed. 

In Wonderfull, in contrast, the girl 


who puts rocks in her pockets is just 
another fantastical personality we're 
expected to believe in because the 
premise of the book is that reality is 
magical in Garfax. There is no ulterior 
commentary involved, nothing that 
really resonates. 

That said, many readers will, no 
doubt, not worry about such mat- 
ters. For them, those who think 
magic realism is just a grand imagi- 
native escapade, Wonderfull will be 
wonderful. v 
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The New Alchemists: 


CatherineBurgess and Blair Brennan 
Curated by CaterinaPizanias 


RE en 


November 22 to December 22, 2007 


Always free admission 
gallery hours: M-F 10-Spm i SAT 12-4pm 






eeoemiraiov ans masane near enenwernensaicosaeS 


Opening Reception 
7:00 pm, Thursday, November 22, 2007 
Artists in attendance. Reception to follow. 







harcourthouse 


third floor | 10215 — 112 Street 
Curator’s Talk by Dr. Caterina Pizanias 


7 4180. | 780.425.5523 
4:00 pm, Saturday, November 24, 2007 OIG i : 


www.harcourthouse.ab.ca 


W A Y BUDDHISM. 
HERE. 


NOW. 


o(olalisianmm kelet=\as 


public lecture with 


Lama Ole Nydahl 


Meyer Horowitz Theatre 


Ue) wer-lanleles 


Wednesday, November 28th 


Edmonton Diamond Way Buddhist Centre 
$10 admission | $8 with student ID 











www.diamondway.org/edmonton 
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BRIAN WEBB DANCE-LOST ACTION- KIDD PIVOT 
John L. Haar Theatre, 10045-156 St (452- 

3282) © Kidd Pivot Nov. 23-24 © $25 (adult}/$15 (stu- 

Gent/senior) st TIX on the Square 

MOSCOW BALLET'S GREAT RUSSIAN SWAN LAKE 

Jubilee Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave 427-2760) ¢ Nov. 26- 

27 (8pm) 


FILM NOVEMBER 07 


FAVA Zeidler Hall. Citadel Theatre, 9722-102 St (429- 
1671} © Masterclass with DOP Shannon Kohli * Nov. 
24 (3pm) 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482- 
2854) © Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm © TRANSFORMATIVE 
LANDSCAPES: Paintings by Greg Edmonson * Until 
Nov. 22 

ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-1065 St 
(888-6511) « Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm (closed all hols) 
* Feature Gallery: D/MENSIONS 2007: The 
Saskatehewan Craft Council feature 36 pieces in various 
mediums; until Dec. 1 « Diseowery Gallery: FRO 
BEAST TO BEAUTY: Contemporary felted objects made 
with a Canadian perspective; until Dec. 1 ¢ 
[3-INFLUENCES, INSPIRATIONS, AND INNOVATIONS: 
Edmonton Traditional Rug Hookers Guild juried exhibi- 
tion; until Dec. 8 ¢ ‘TWAS THE NIGHT CELEBRATION 
488.6611, 1.800.do craft (toll free in Alberta); Nov. 23; 
Tickets: $20 available through the Alberta Craft Council 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne St. St. Albert (459- 
3679) © Small and large oil paintings by Shirley Cordes- 
Rogozinsky 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 
10230 Jasper Ave (422-6223) * Open Mon-Fri 10:30am- 


LAUNCHES | 
sow 
y Vy 
THE BEST OF THE 
WINTER EVERY 


Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm (4-8pm free); Sat-Sun 11am-Spm 
* Drop-In Tours: Sat and Sun (12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 
3:30pm) * FUN HOUSE: Artworks explore the idea of con- 
structed illusion, trompe l'oeil, false reality and faux fin- 
ish; until Jan, 6 ¢ THE 1950S FORD SHOW: drawings of a 
1950 Ford from memory; until Jan. 6 * POP ART: From 
Britain, USA and Canada; until Nov. 25 « NEW 
ACQUISITIONS: Curated by Catherine Crowston; until Feb. 
17 © All Day Saturdays: Nov. 17 (1-4pm hands-on work- 
shop} {2pm tour Fun House) 

BELLEVUE COMMUNITY HALL 7308-112 Ave ° 
Whetstone Pottery Guild Christmas pottery sale * Nov. 
24 (Sam-4pm) © Free 


THE CARROT 9351-118 Ave (471-1580) * A Carrot 
Christmas Arts Bazaar ® Nov. 23 (6-10pm}-Nov. 24 
{10am-10pm) 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488-4445) « 
JOE FAFARD-30TH ANNIVERSARY: Retrospective of Joe 
Fafard's artworks ¢ Until Nov. 30 


FAB GALLERY fim 1-1 Fine Arts Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave 
(492-2081) © Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2-Spm ¢ VES- 
TIGES-FRAGILITY OF BEING: Artworks by Sherri Chaba; 
EMANATIONS AND OTHER GHOSTS: Prints by Andrea 
Pinheiro; until Nov. 17 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) © VIEW 
POINTS: Artworks by Pam Wilman ® Until Nov. 30 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave (488-2952) © 
SCISSORS: Paintings by Doug Jamha; until Nov. 17 © 
New figure paintings by Steven Mack; Nov. 20-Dec. 1; 
opening reception; Sat, Noy. 24 


GALLERY A U of A Museums, Museums and Collections 
Services, Main Floor, TELUS Centre for Professional 
Development, U of A (492-5834) ¢ Open: Wed-Sat 12- 
Spm ¢ DRESSED TO AULE- 18th century court attire from 
the Ging Dynasty (1644-911), curated by John Vollmer © 
Until Dec. 15 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 
Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) « Open 
Mon-Fri Sam-9pm; Sat 9am-Spm; Sun 1-5pm 

ELEPHANT EXPLORATIONS: paintings by the elephants 
from the Valley Zoo * Until Nov. 30 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-5Spm; Sat 12-4pm ¢ THE NEW 
ALCHEMISTS: Artworks by Blair Brennan and Catherine 
Burgess, curated by Caterina Pizanias; Nov. 22-Dec. 22: 
opening reception: Thu, Noy. 22 (7-10pm), both artists in 
attendance * Curator’s talk by Dr. Caterina Pizanias: Nov. 
24 (ipm) * GOING ONCE-GOING TWICE...: Live and 
silent art auction featuring artworks byRobert Sinclair, 
Peter von Tiesenhausen, Liz Ingram, Jonathan Knowlton 
and more. Music by the Dan Skakun Trio and Terry 
McDade; Sat, Nav. 17 (6pm-12am) at the Hellenic Centre, 
10450-116 St; $25 (adv)/$30 (door)/$20 (student) 


IRENE KLAR STUDIO 15904-116 Ave, east side 
entrance (732-7848) ¢ Open house featuring etchings, 
posters, stationery, silk jackets and scarves, journals, gift 
boxes, fridge magnets and more ® Sat, Nov. 24; Sun, 


Noy, 25 (10am-Spm) 

JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior 
Centre,10831 University Ave * Open Mon-Thu Sam-4pm 
* Artworks by the members of the Art Society of 
Strathcona * Until Nov. 22 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-106 St 2nd Fl (423-5353) 
* Open: Tue-Fri 10am-8pm * QUEER TERRITORIES: 
Artworks by Lane Robert Mandlis, Amber Hawk 
Swanson, and Johannes Zits, curated by Todd James; 
until Dec, 1; artists talk: Lane Robert Mandlis; Nov. 20 
(4:30pm) * ALPHABET BOYS: Words by Emma Hooper 
and pictures by Jeff Kulak; until Dec. 1 


THE LOFT GALLERY A.J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd. Sherwood Park * Open: Thu 5-9pm; Sat 
10am-4pm * Artworks by Deanna Corrigan, Christine 
Allard, Kaye Ackerman, JoAnn Rasmussen, Mary 
Deeprose, and Janice Bonsant Wilson, and Lynda 
McAmmond * Until Jan. 5 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm © 
COLLECTING COMFORT: QUILT CULTURE IN THE 
ROSENBERG COLLECTION Until Dec. 9 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open Mon- 
Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * SERENE VISIONS: 
Photographs of Canada and Japan by Jeff Kucharski; until 
Dec. 6; opening reception: Nov. 18 (1-3;30pm) 

MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St, St. Albert 
(459-1528) ¢ LOIS HOLE CENTENNIAL PROVINCIAL 
PARK: Exhibition about making a park and protecting 
habitat ¢ Until Dec. 9 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stolelr 
Gallery, 9704-111 Ave (474-7611) © Open: Mon, Wed, Fri 
9:30am-2:30pm; Tue, Thu 9:30am-—4pm and 6-8pm * 
UNDER THE INFLUENCE ¢ Until Dec. 31 


OUT OF THE ARE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave (378-0240) 
© Open: Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm, Sun 12-4 pm * Features 
paintings by Alberta artists, glass art by Braden 
Hammond, pottery by Cindy Clarke, Wendi Flynn, Lilach 
Lotan, and Junichi Tanaka, and African stone sculpture 
from Murungo Imports collection * Open house: Sun, 
Nov. 18 (noon-4pm) * Through November 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (465- 
2162) ¢ Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm or by appointment 
Sun-Mon 11am-5Spm # SPECTRE: Figurative and land- 
scape paintings by David Janzen and Peter von 
Tiesenhausen * Nov. 15-Dec. 4 ¢ Opening reception 
Thu, Nov. 15 (7-9pm); artists in attendance 


PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Rd, Sherwood Park 
(467-3038) © Trisha Romance’s new art and book launch 
for her first Christmas children's book A Star for 
Christmas © Until Nov. 24 


PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) Open Tue- 
Fri 12-Bpm; Sat 12-7pm ¢ MEDLEY FIELDS: Artworks by 
Giselle Denis © Until Dec. 31 * Opening reception: Nov. 
24 (6-10pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, St. 


Albert (460-4310) © Open Tue-Sat (1 ), Thu 
(10am-8pm) * ON EARTH: Featui Lata Susanne 
Loutas, and Judy Schafers = Until Deo, 1 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 10130-103 St, Mazz (426- 
4035) « URBANSCAPES: Paintings by Pauline Ulliac. 
Featuring paintings and sculptures by various artists 


‘ST. VITAL SENIOR CENTRE 54 St, 50 Ave, Beaumont 
(929-2705) * Artworks by the Arists Association of 
Beaumont * Fri. Nov, 23 (3-9pm); Sat, Nov. 24 (10am-5pm) 
* Opening reception: Fri, Nov=23 (7-9pm) 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-Spm * AEFLECTIONS; Landscape paintings by 
Phyllis Anderson * Until Nov. 27 


SWAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) © Open Tue-Sat 
12-5pm © Main Gallery: A DAY OF DISCOVERY: 
Sketches and etchings by Jun Shirasu; until Nov, 24 © 
Studio Gallery: PAPER CUTS: Printworks by various 
artists; until Nov. 24 


‘SPRUCE GROVE GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove (962- 
0664) ¢ FALL FANTASY IN ALBERTA: LIVING 
PLANET—MACRO-MICRO CONNECTIONS: Artworks by 
Hiroshi Shimazaki and Doug Bray * Until Nov. 24 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St (460-5993) ¢ Open 
Thu 12-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm ¢ 
LAMELLAE-THAT WHICH IS LAYERED: New works by 
Douglas Fraser * Until Nov. 24 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452-9100) 
* Sci-Fi Science: Close Encounters of the Science Kind: 
interactive feature exhibit * Mysteries of Movie-Making 
with Mark Twitchell; Sat, Nov. 17 (2pm) * The Joy of 
Astrophotography: Alan Dyer shares tips on the right 
equipment and techniques to take great astronomy pic- 
tures; Sat, Nov, 24 (2pm) 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) ¢ Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm © GOING 
ONCE GOING TWICE: Live and silent art auction featuring 
artwork by Robert Sinclair, Amy Loewan, Liz Ingram, 
Lynda! Osborne, John Freeman and others. Music by Terry 
McDade and Dan Skakun Trio; Sat, Nov. 17 (6pm-12am) at 
the Hellenic Centre, 10450-116 St, $25 {adv\/$30 
(door)/$20 (students) * PASSAGES; 2008; Artworks by 
Leona Olausen and Audra Schoblocher; Nov. 22-Dec. 22; 
opening reception; Nov. 22 (7-9:30pm) 


URBAN ROOTS 10418 Whyte Ave * COLLECTION: 
Artworks by Oksana Movehan * Nov. 24-Feb. 2 © 
Opening reception: Sat, Nov. 24 (7-9pm) 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) « 
Paintings by Guy Roy 


THE WORKS 200, 10225-100 Ave (426-2122) * Open: 
Mon-Fri (noon-5pm) ¢ TELLING TAILS AND OTHER 
STORIES: Paintings by David Folk © Until Dec. 7 


LITERARY 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) © Book 
launch of Victoria Laine’s new book, Health by Chocolate; 
Sat, Nov. 17 (2-4pm) # Reading by Sharon Stratton, 
Between Forest and Sky, Nov. 18 (2pm) ¢ Hugh 
Brewster's new book Carnation, Lily, Lily, Rose: The Story 
of a Painting; Nov. 19 (7:30pm) * Launch of Christie 
Blatchford's book Fifteen Days; Thu, Nov. 22 (7:30pm) « 
Book launch of Jean Crozier’s new book No Comer Boys 
Here; Nov. 25 (2pm) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) © Story 
Slam: An opportunity for writers to share their work, 
explore their talents and show off © 3rd Wed each month 
© $5 (donation) 


CARROT CAFE 118th Ave (471-1580) © Community book 
club meeting, The Book of Stanley * Nov. 20 (7pm) 


LIVE AT KASBAR LOUNGE 10444-82 Ave, under 
Yianni's Taverna * Space Monkey; the series: an open- 
Stage poetry series presented by the Raving Poets « 
Every Wed until Dac. 12; 7:30pm (signup), 8pm (show) 


3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Square * 
WOW-Wired on Words: We all have something to say, 
amateurs and professionals alike. Let this creative writ- 
ing process guide you into self-discovery # Meetings bi- 
monthly, Sun (4-6pm) for info e-mail feelgoodbe- 
wellin2007@gmail.com 


TRANSALTA ARTS BARN 10330-84 Ave (423-3487) « 
Book launch of Christie Blatchford’s new book Fifteen 
Days: Stories of Friendship, Bravery, Life and Death from 
Inside the New Canadian Army * Navy. 22 (7:30pm) * $10 
(adult}/$7 (student/members of military) at Audreys 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA © Humanities Centre, Level 
One, Rm 3; Salal: Listening for the Northwest Understory, 
a talk and reading by Laurie Ricou; Thu, Nov. 15 (3:30- 
5:30pm) © HC 4-29; Creative Works Reading by Candace 
Savage, author of Crows: Conversations with the Wise 
Guys, Tue, Nov. 20 (3:30pm) 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave (422-8174) ® The 





Poets’ Haven Monday Nights weekly reading series present- 


ed by Stroll of Poets; every Mon Night (7pm); $5 © Poetry 
by Nicole Pakan, Kathy Sutherland, Murray Walford, Niel 
Meili and Laurie MacFayden © Mon, Nov. 19 (7pm) 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469- 


4999) © Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat (8pm), 
$20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 * Every Wed (8:30pm); Wacky 
Wednesday; $5 * Wed Zaharuk; Nov. 15-17 © Tim Koslo; 
Nov. 22-24 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St 
(483-5999) * Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 
8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm ¢ Hit or Miss Mondays # 
Winston Spear, Keith Saranoski, James Uloth, and Paul 
Brown; until Nov. 18 # Hit or Miss Mondays: Nav. 19 « 
Alternative Comedy Night: Tue, Nav. 20 * Kelly Taylor, Dan 
Brodribb, Andrew Iwanyk and Lars Callieou; Nov. 21-25 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall 
(481-9857) Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat Bpm and 
10:30pm ¢ Sun: Industry Night; $10 ¢ Tue Amateur 


+ DHE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-23 Aye 

















Night: featuring Paul Sven * Wednesday Bip... 
Comedy Challenge; featuring Andrew Grove?! 
Billy Cowan and Winston Herbert; Nov. 15.1) . Pe a 


Zedlacher; Nov. 21-24 
THEATRE = 


—$$$___$____ 
CARAVAN A L’AVENTURE La Cite Francopi,,,. 
91 St (469-8400) * L'Unitheatre's annual com,” 
show looks at two timeless classics from Molicre's 
madicin volant(The Flying Doctor) to Mariveay “i 
Colonie |The Colony) * Noy. 22-25; Nov, 2-1), 

2pm Sun) * $23 (adult)/$15 (student) 0 


CHOKE Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 st (453-2449) 
Network * A world premiere about a mothoy 
her sons, by Theatre Network's playwright-in 
Cathleen Rootsdert, starring Chris Bullough, Key; 
and Maralyn Ryan, directed by Marianne Copithorr 
When Catherine becomes seriously ill, it tums the... 
upside down, forcing her sons Dylan and Greg to 

past their sibling rivalries and figure out what i. 
care for someone else * Until Nov. 18 — 


DESPERATE HOUSEHOLDS Jubilations Dinner Thea, 
8882-170 St (484-2424) ® On Hysteria Lane the °°" 
the lawns and the gardens are perfect. This | a looks 
life behind the walls of a gated, bedroom comm, 
Whete affairs, scandals, music, murder, dance, ni, 
food and deception exist-all the elements for ay. 
block party * Until Jan. 27 
















© Improv soap opera will begin the new Season y 
brand new theme * Every Mon (8pm) 


DUST PCL Studio, TransAlta Arts Bams, 1033 
Last Night Productions presents Mark Stubbin 
about loss and death * Until Nov. 18 (8pm) « si 
(adult)/$15 (student/seniors) at TIX on the Squay 


FULCRUM OF EVIL Walterdale Playhouse, 103 
(420-1757) © CBC Radio One is recording a halt-ho,, 
radio pilot for national broadcast in front of a iy: 
audience. The production brings together so 
Edmonton's comic actors to record Fulcrum i 
Marty Chan * Nov. 16-17 (8pm) * $10 at TIX on the 
Square 


HANA'S SUITCASE Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 9322. 9; 
Ave (425-1820) * By Emil Sher based on the b 
Karen Levine, directed by Allen Macinnis. A 
Auschwitz arrived at a children’s Holocaus 
centre in Tokyo, Japan. On the outside, pai hite 
were the words: “Hana Brady, May 16, 1931” anu 
“"Waisenkind’—the German word for orphan. Each o: 
formance will be followed by a talkback with members of 
the cast * Until Nov. 15 


HEY LADIES!, HEY LADIES! The Roxy Theatre, i703 
124 St (420-1757) © Starring Leona Brausen, Cathleen 
Rootsaert and Davina Stewart. An evening th: 
to lift and separate your evening © Fri, Nov. 2 
$20 at TIX on the Square 


JACK AND THE BEANSTALK Dow Centennial Cents 
8700-84 St, Fort Saskatchewan (992-6400) « ef 
by Missoula Children's Theatre (MCT). A clas: 
turing loeal students © Sat, Nov. 24, 3pm and 
Tickets: $12.50 (adult)/$10.50 (student/senios) 
(child) * Tickets available at TicketMaster, 451 


JUST SO Arden Theatre, 5 St, Anne Street, St. Albe 
(459-1542) ¢ St. Albert Children’s Theatre * Base: 
classic short stories by Rudyard Kipling; written 
George Stiles and Anthony Drewe. A musical 
weaves together lessons of personal courage 
ty and friendship * Nov. 21-23, Nov. 28-Dec 
Nov. 24 (2pm and 7:30pm), Nov. 25, Dec. 2 «2 
(adult)/$16 {child/senior) at the Arden Theatre bo 
TicketMaster 


LOUD ‘W’ QUEER CABARET Third Space, 1151: 
(420-1757) ® Workshop West Theatre with G 
Disguise * 16th Annual Cabaret # Part of the Ep 
Festival, Edmonton's annual celebration of all th 
atrically queer * Nov. 23-24 ® $20 (adv) at TIX on the 
Square/$25 (door) 


THE LOVE OF THE NIGHTINGALE Second Playing 
Space, Timms Centre for the Arts, 87 St, 112 Ave ° 8 
Timberlake Wertenbaker * The tragic tale of a sister 
love and a husband's ultimate betrayal ¢ Nov. \“ 
{7:30pm) $5 preview: Tue, Noy. 13 (7:30pm) Sat. Nov 
(2pm) * $8 at HUB and SUB Infolinks, 2nd Fi of the fin 
Arts Building, door 


MOVIN’ OUT Jubilee Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave |4 
2760) * Broadway Across Canada © Billy Joel and dr 
tor/choreographer Twyla Tharp have joined forces to ot 
ate this new musical—a story of five life-long frends 07% 
two turbulent decades © Nov, 17 (8pm); Nov. 18 (7.3! 
Nov. 17-18 (2pm) ® Tickets available at TicketMeste" 


OH SUSANNA! Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (43 
3399) * A Euro-style variety spectacle featuring | h 
music, and antics guided by international glamou'-03' 
Susanna Patchouli and her divine co-host Eros t 
Love © $10 at the door © Sat, Nov, 24 (11pm) 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ‘"N’ ROLL Mayfield Ow’ 
Theatre, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) © Written and co” 
piled by Will Marks, Take a wild ride back to the sw"! 
‘60s, celebrate the Twist, the Watusi, the Britis! !nvas'®" 
the Beach Bays, Motown and the mini skirt * Until fe 
17 © $59-$89 (buffet and show) 


THE SHAPE OF A GIRL Robert Tegler Auditorium 
Concordia University College, 7128 Ada Boulevard * 
Concrete Theatre * Aone-woman play by Joa 
Macleod, about teenage bullying giving insight in' 
ities of teenage relationships and how one tend 
comes to terms with peer violence * Nov. 24 (2) 
7pm) * $12 {adult)/$10 (student) at the door 


XXXMAS 3-GO0D KING WTF 3 PCL Studio Ts" sila 
Arts Barns, 10330-84 Ave (686-5960) ¢ Mostly Wal? iM 
Theatre's sketch comedy, perfect for grinches, cy!" ” 
anyone who gets frustrated by excessive Christ? 
fations, Watch out for some swearing, some vulg2 
plenty of hilarity * Nov. 22-Dec. 1 (8pm) no show 0" 
Monday ® $15 (adult)/$10 (student/senior) at the °° 
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BRAUN / josef @vueweekly.com 

jie dual nature that haunts No 

Country For Old Men is ele- 

| gantly conveyed in its opening 

ments. AS we look upon a deso- 

_ depopulated Texan desert, we 

ar the voice of Ed Tom Bell 

mmy Lee Jones) consider the 

ergence of a new plateau of evil 

danger in the world: an old man 

eaking of change over a vision of a 

ace that seems to have remained 

sentially unchanged for far longer 
n any of us can imagine. 

The Coen Brothers have fiddled 
ih authors from Homer to Dashiell 

mmett, but No Country is their first 
uine literary adaptation. Cormac 
carthy’s exquisite novel about $2 
illion in cash, a resourceful Vietnam 
{, a weary small-town sheriff and a 
ifyingly efficient killer (played with 
nforgettable precision by Javier Bar- 
m) possessed by a cold understand- 
1g of the randomness of human 
ence, was already so vivid and 
smediate that any smart filmmaker 
ould know enough to basically just 
oot it as it reads, which is precisely 
nat the Coens have done. 

here’s a certain purity to 
-Carthy’s novel. It spends little time 
ith character background or interior 
pice. In this world action equals char- 
eter. The Coens honour McCarthy's 
sms and have crafted a masterful 
ork of suspense, evocatively spare, 
i of easy charm, ultimately chilling. 
grunt, the creak of floorboards, a 
lentless dog or a man’s reflection in 
television set invoke the film's 
es far more compellingly than any 
ind gesture could. 

josh Brolin plays Llewelyn, one of 
film’s triangle of lead characters. 
en | sat down with Brolin last Sep- 
ber he was hung-over but bright- 
fed, cheerful and fuzzy looking in 
iis V-neck sweater. He knows No 
buntry’s something special, that he’s 
good in it and that both will be 
ognized accordingly, and thus car- 
es with him the air of humble satis- 
ction that comes to a guy who's 
served this break for a long time. 


EWEEK: Was No Country for Old Men 
bmething you'd heard about and 
ively pursued or something you 
ere sent? 

BROLIN: 1 heard about the book first. 
im Shepard told me about it. We 
ere in Texas. | was doing Grindhouse 
d he was promoting Don’t Come 
locking. 1 had done True West for 
im in New York. 


: Which part? 

Both. We traded roles every four 
formances, Elias Koteas and me. 

Myway, Sam told me I had to read this 

©Ok so | went out and bought it. | 


heard about the movie long afterward. I 
ended up doing an audition tape with 
Robert Rodriguez and Quentin Taranti- 
no. | asked Robert if he'd make a video 
of me and he said, “Let's just use our 
equipment,” so we used a $950 000 
Genesis camera. Quentin directed me, 
Robert shot it, and we sent it to the 
Coens. Their first response was, “Who 
lit it?” It was that good-looking. But I 
didn’t get the movie from that. No, they 
weren't interested in me. It wasn’t until 
their last meetings with actors that they 
finally phoned my agent and said, 
“Fine, you've bugged us for too fucking 
long”. And then I met them and that 
was it. I got the part. 


VW: Were you surprised how cleanly 
the film just lifted the novel off the 
page? 

JB: Yeah, with one significant excep- 
tion, it’s a very loyal adaptation of a 
book you don’t want to mess with. 
With adaptations you either take an 
idea and make it into something else 
or you have something like No Coun- 
try that reads so cinematically a 
movie can only enhance it. 


W: Do you read a lot of American fic- 
tion? 

JB: D6 I read a lot? Yes. American fic- 
tion? Not necessarily. But McCarthy's 
been on my mind a lot for a while 
now. I became a big fan. He’s like the 
Dylan Thomas of West Texas, SO 
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incredibly poetic. 


VW: Yet because his prose is so spare, 
the film itself realized so starkly, was 
it difficult to find a way in as an actor? 
JB: It was wonderful, actually. We 
talked about it a long time. We felt 
these characters conscientiously. 
What was wonderful was just being 
able to experiment with less is more. 
Being able to create an atmosphere 
where “Mn” actually means some- 
thing. There were single words we'd 
rehearse because one word might be 
the only thing he’s saying within a 10 
minute stretch of film. 


W: So throughout the process you 
were able to consult frequently with 
the Coens? 

J§: Yeah, about Llewelyn’s laconic 
nature, how we want him to communi- 
cate, how far we wanted to go with 
him talking to himself, where it's like 
he’s got a little friend helping him out, 
as opposed to someone losing their 
mind. There was some ad-libbing. 
There was stuff we took out. There was 
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one point where ! went up to Joel and 
Ethan and told them that | didn’t think 
we should have Llewelyn say anything 
here, that the wind would be better 


\W: The wind played a pretty big role 
in this movie. 
JB: (Performs a whistling desert wind) 


\W: The atmosphere, how strongly it 
informs the audience’s involvement in 
the material—were you able to glean 
what that atmosphere would be like 
when you were making choices as an 
actor? 

JB: The atmosphere spoke for itself. Or 
rather it was spoken for. Let’s put it 
that way. All you have to do is go out 
to Texas and you're in it. 1 think what 
you're responding to is more how 
they lit it, what lenses they used, how 
they'd let a little guy in a big land- 
scape walk from one end of the 
screen to the other. That was the tone 
they were trying to create. But when 
you get out there, to West Texas, the 
character of the setting is so specific, 
so developed for you already, there’s 
not a lot of manipulation that goes 
on. You just have to show up. 


W: 1 think your work in this film is so 
distinctive. | wonder if perhaps you 
look at it as a sort of turning point for 
you as an actor. 

JB: No. I think I'm the same actor I 
always was. It’s just that people are 


may be No Country for Old Men, but it suits Brolin just fine 








seeing the movies now. That's the dif- 
ference. The difference is working with 
people who are really accomplished 

iconoclastic filmmakers. That's the dif- 
ference. | love working with people 
who are about the work. I've worked 
with people who aren't about the work. 
“Is this gonna make me more famous? 
Is this gonna make me more money?” 
Which is fine, if that’s what you're in it 
for. I think money's great. I'm a busi- 
nessman. I love money. But it’s not very 
satisfying in the end when you look 
back and realize that you could've 
done a better job had you been more 
focused on the humanity of the piece, 
or something like that 


VW: Could you put your finger on the 
kind of film you want to be involved 
in from here onwards? 

JB: The parts that I respond to are the 
ones where you pigeonhole the char- 
acter at the beginning of the movie 
and then it breaks again and again 
Llewelyn you figure for a dim-bulb at 
the beginning, and as it turns out he’s 
not. I did a movie called Flirting with 
Disaster where | played the FBI agent 
You see him with the glasses and the 
hair back, and then it turns out he’s 
got tattoos, he’s bisexual, he’s a 
fetishist. I like those characters. Those 
are fun characters. I like those kinds 
of characters because | like those 
kinds of people. People who aren't 
what they seem. ¥ 
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Auditions for the Birmingham 
Conservatory For Classical Theatre 
are being held February 12 to March 1, 
2008. The Conservatory will begin mid- 
September and finish February 2009. 
Participants will be paid and offered 
roles in the Festival's 2009 season. 
For a complete description of the 
Birmingham Conservatory program, visit 
stratfordshakespearefestival.com. 

To apply for an audition, please mail an 
8°x 10° glossy photograph, your résumé, 


| ae oe 
Kakespeore 
Festival 


Birmingham Conservatory 
for Classical Theatre 


| MEAT EMER 


and a brief letter indicating your reasons 
for wanting to join the Birmingham 
Conservatory, to: 


Lani Ashenhurst 

Assistant to the Director 
Birmingham Conservatory 
for Classical Theatre 

Stratford Shakespeare Festival 
55 Queen St, RO. Box 520 
Svatford, ON NSA 6V2 


The Birmingham Conservatory oci 

with thanks the generous anual training 

support of the Government of Canada. 

i » i Canadian Patrimoine 
Heritage canadien 
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To has trouble keeping his Electioy 
TRIAD DRAMA SEQUEL CAN'T COMPETE WITH THE ORIGIN) 


FA NOV 18- SUN NOV 19 (7M) 
ELECTION 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

Hong Kong film about the Tri- 
A= underworld of men 

sitting around in dark corners, 
pulling the strings behind countless 
drug deals, gambling operations and 
prostitution rings, then raking in the 
cash—is nothing new. But a Hong 
Kong film about the Triads without 
the slick violence, the snappy, John 
Woo-style action? That's almost sin- 
fully new, just by omission. 

This absence of any bravura killing 
scene is a little jarring at first. What 
we get in Election, for almost an 
hour, is a nearly sedate glide through 
junk-boat meetings, backroom chats 
and restaurant conversations about 
who will be the next boss of the Wo 
Sing organization. Turns out the 
gang's got a longer history of demo- 
cratic elections than most supposedly 
legit governments over on this side of 
the ocean—every two years, a leader 
is voted into the Chairman's position 
by the Uncles. Lok (Simon Yam) and 
Big D (Tony Leung Ka Fai) are the two 
candidates this time around. 

Gradually, the mobster lobbying, 
unofficial polling by underlings and 
the two bosses’ angling for supreme 
power becomes more and more inter- 
esting. The campaign stop-off at the 
junk boat is darkened by an ominous 
moment, when Big D demands a 
sullen thug swallow a lot more than 
his pride 

The subdued, classical score works 
its own quiet spell, too, adding a throb 
of suspense here, a thrum of drama 
there. But it’s the camerawork—To’s 
command of cinematographer Cheng 
Siu Keung’s shots—that makes Elec- 
tion a kind of arthouse gangster film (it 
was a 2006 Cannes entry). The film 
moves at a stately pace, the camera 
panning slowly around people talking, 
sliding by the sheen of a car window 
before slipping inside the vehicle, tak- 
ing in a birds-eye view before perch- 
ing at street level. There's a dark 
elegance to this film, perfectly fitting a 
story about vicious criminals in sharp 
suits whose original Hong Kong title 
was Black Society. 

To's follow-up, Election 2, drips 
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with a thick, Stygian darkness, but 
also offers violence that's too explicit 
and willfully perverse to be thought- 
fully disturbing. The tension between 
democracy and dynasty is fatally 
resolved at the end by an organiza- 
tion even more corrupt and cynical 
than the Wo Sing clan, but the slicker 
sequel relies on a protagonist and 
tries to conjure up a little sympathy 
for him as Lok's lieutenant Jimmy 
(Louis Koo), reluctant to run for Chair- 
man, has to gun for the position in 
order to expand his bootleg porn-DVD 
business into mainland China. 

We've entered the land of slightly 
diminished returns, though, as the 
sequel feels a bit “seen that, been 
there, whacked that” as members on 
both sides are picked off, tortured, 
and backstabbed (well, back-bludg- 
eoned, actually). There are some 
memorable images, from a conversa- 
tion between animal-masked men to 
the bittersweet capping-off of the 
patriarchal legacy that snakes through 
both films. But Election 2 finally seems 
a little too overwrought, too operatic 
after its regal predecessor. 


IN THE FIRST FILM, the gang's storied 
rituals and codes set up pseudo-reli- 
gious traditions that are flattened by 
the 21st-century black market’s bot- 
tom line. They also offer a civilized 
counterpoint to the dark note of sav- 
agery that soon rings out. That's 
because the real genius and under- 
stated power of Election comes, ironi- 


cally, in those scenes of vi 
where you'd expect crackles o/ ay 
fire, gushes of blood and a pow 
score as the bodies pile up. The; 
no guns here, just sudden. prim; 
explosions of violence in dim s)ac; 
or on shadowy streets. 

Big D is a crazed, loose cannoy 
who refuses to accept his det 
Lok—an unruffled, calculating fc 
low—and the cold war heats up 3 
both men try to hunt down the baton 
that officially transfers power to | 
new leader. The quest builds through 
nighttime pursuits and surveillan 
and then these decidedly no 
Olympian hand-offs of the ba 
max in the film's first major 4 
scene, an astonishing few minu 
chaos and bloodlust on a city s 
The closest thing to hand i 
weapon, men become boi 
crushed, pummeled or slash | 
the baton moves on, a silent witr: 
to centuries of death in th 
erending drive for power 

So, when the blood has tric} 
away, it seems the peace that 
the police want has been reac! 
and it’s back to business as ust! 
though there’s still a sense th 
last blow is about to fall—this electio 
won't pass by so peacefully ye! 
when To saves the best for last 

At a river bank, the bait’s sei an’ 
the fish gets hooked. Election's 
fully strung themes, of honou!’ 
father-son traditions and blood-brolh 
erhood that’s good for busine 
snapped viciously apart. It’s the iilm> 
best sequence, a Hitchcoc! 
moment of horror as the social 0/4! 
is ruptured and even nature look 
appalled, a monkey in the bats 
above the river screeching and pulling 
her child to her. In this instant, !h¢ 
film transcends its genre and ‘u's 
the venally criminal into the p!° 
foundly human, as if rewriting (hos se 
lines from Hamlet so we can see. |" 
ourselves, what the thirst for poW'"' 
can bring us to: “What a piece of Wo" 
is a man! How ignoble in reason, !™ 
finite in faculty, in form and moving 
how brute and detestable, in acti" 
how much less than an animal.” ¥ 


of f the greatest ak e stories ever told. 
mazing.. -- gorgeous... touching.” 
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The Millennium Development Goals 
Dr. Anne Fanning, MD, FRCP(C) 


Or. Fanning is emeritus Professor in the 

Faculty ef Medicine and Dentistry at the 

‘S University of Alberta and a Director of the HIV 

Edmonton's Board. She is the 2007 recipient of 

the Canadian Medical Association May Cohen 

Award for Women Mentors. In 2006. Dr. 

Fanning was inducted as a Member of the 
Order of Canada 


On September 8, 2000 the UN General 
Assembly voted unanimously in favour of the 
adoption of the Millennium declaration. The 
language was impressive: 


“We, heads of State and Government, (191 
countries) have gathered at United Nations 
Headquarters in New York, at the dawn of a 

> *new millennium, to reaffirm our faith in the 
Organization and its Charter as indispensable 
foundations of a more peaceful, prosperous and 
just world.” Recognizing collective responsibil- 
ity to uphold the principles of human dignity, 
equality and equity at the global level, especial- 
ly for the most vulnerable and, in particular, the 
children of the world, to whom the future 
belongs; and recognizing fundamental values of 
Freedom, Equality, Solidarity, Tolerance, 
Respect for Nature and shared responsibility, 
they determined to spare no effort to free 
their/our fellowman of poverty, and set goals to 
achieve this 


In essence the goals are a pledge by the 
developed world to increase its commitment to 
@ “Support the developing world by increasing 
their donor contribution and by reforming their 
policies, which are harmful {eg trade and 
loans). But the goals are also a pact on the part 
of the developing world to more transparent 
governance and accountability. And the goals 

are measurable. 


Each year since 2000, every country has 
been committed to reporting outcomes by these 
goals. So how are we doing? 

Goal! Eradicate extreme poverty and 
hunger. Reduction of the number living on less 
than one dollar a day, is measured in each 
country, but in addition, hunger, a strong corre- 
late of poverty, is measured by the prevalence 
of underweight children under 5 years of age. 
Asia has shown the greatest decline in poverty, 
but as the overall income has gone up disparity 
between have and have not has increased. 
Whereas the ratio of high and low-income quin- 
tiles in 1900 was 3:1; by 1998, it was 78:1, and 
continues to rise. 


Goal Il Achieving universal primary educa- 
tion is measured by school enrollment and has 
increased to 81%globally, by 2000, more slow- 
ly in Africa, 51%. But many impediments 
remain, access to school is more difficult for 
rural dwellers, and impacted by user fees for 
texts and uniforms. Enrollment does not neces- 
sarily mean that the school setting is optimal 
for learning, because of poor infrastructure, 
limited human resources and crowding. Girls 
lag behind boys in enrollment especially in 
Africa and South and Central America. The 
Fast Track initiative was an agreement in 2002 
that donors would see their contribution rapid- 
ly applied, but it has not worked as of 2005 
according to Nancy Birdsall (president of the 
Center for global Development) because 
although countries agreed to reform their poli- 
cies, donor funds were not forth coming. 


Goal Ill Promotion of gender equality and 
empowerment of women. Elimination of gen- 
der disparity in primary and secondary educa- 
tion is measured by the ratio of girls to boys in 
primary, secondary and tertiary education, the 
ratio of literate females to males 15-24 years 
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16th annual AIDS Walk for Life a Success. 
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old, the share of women in wage employment 
in the non-agricultural sector, and the propor- 
tion of seats held by women in national parlia- 
ment. In this last category Canada has a way ta 
go. 


Goal lV Reduce child mortality by two 
thirds. Reducing childhood mortality from the 
2000 level of 12 million is making headway. The 
improvement is greatest in Asia. In sub- 
Saharan Africa the mortality for under age 5 fell 
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Goal V Reducing Maternal mortality by 
three quarters is one of the most telling health 
indicators in poor countries, directly impacted 
by the proportion of births attended by skilled 
health personnel. In a setting of failing health 
infrastructure and loss of skilled health care 
workers attracted away by the private sector, 
by NGOs, and by inadequate wages; reducing 
maternal mortality is an enormous challenge. 


Goal Vl Reducing prevalence and inci- 
dence of HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other infec- 
tious diseases including TB, has several indica- 
tors: HIV prevalence among 15-24-year-old 
pregnant women, rate of the contraceptive use, 


Estimated number of people in need of antiretroviral Seren in low and middle 
income countries, as of December 2006 
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from 200 to 150 according to Stephanie Nolan 
of the Global and Mail. She attributed the 
decline to Malaria bed nets. But almost certain- 
ly the roll out of anti-retrovirals for HIV is begin- 
ning to have significant impact. Child survival is 
distinctly better when the parents are educat- 
ed, especially the mothers and in household 
with higher income. 
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Boyle Street Community Services 


10116 - 105 Avenue 


Everyone Welcome Round Dance to Follow 
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prevalence and death rates associated with 
malaria, proportion of population in malaria risk 
areas using effective malaria prevention and 
treatment measures, prevalence and death 
fates associated with tuberculosis, and propor- 
tion of tuberculosis cases detected and cured 
under DOTS (Directly Observed Treatment Short 
Course) 
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The Goal for TB may actually be reaqi 
the strategies are well tested and atf,, 
and effective even in the TB CO-infecteg 
billion dollars of the fifty-five billion ne: 
teach the target of halving prevalence ay, 
tality compared with 1990, is comm 
high burden countries. The remainder 
met by donor countries like Canada | 
share of this amount is about 700 mij\ 
the next 7 years. Our present contributio, 
annual basis is less than half of that ay 
The government's commitment to mee), 
obligations will only be reached if the 
public makes clear our determination ;,. .. 
responsible global citizens. 


Goal VII Reach the other goals in a syst) 
able environment. To meet this goal coun) 
must integrate the principles of sustain), 
development into country policies and pro gia 
and reverse loss of environmental resoyy.; 
One of the targets is to reduce by half, the , 
portion of people without sustainable acc: 
safe drinking water and improved sanit 


Goal Vill Participation in a 
Partnership for development. This 
demands an open trading and financial sys) 
that is rule-based, predictable and non- 
inatory. It includes a commitment to good 
emance, development and poverty reduc| 
addresses the need for improved debt re\i: 
reduced tariff on export good from poor cow 
tries. It demands access to affordable esseniia 
drugs for developing countries and beni 
new technologies—especially information an 
communications technologies 


These goals are pretty simple; they ask tha 
the basics of survival be shared. We Canadian 
have signed on to meeting the target 
could do no less. Now we have to ensure tha 
they are met. It is our obligation. It will be or 
the basis of our ability to face meet these 
gations that the future of the world depends 
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In the early years of the 
new disease emerged, it 
: ntly identified by scientists, 
vedia and politicians alike as a disease of 
yst one group or another in society. At 
one point, for example, HIV/AIDS was 
en as a problem of the 3Hs 
jomosexuals, Haitians and 
Hemophiliacs), and no one else. This divi- 
e approach has not been uncommon in 
history when society has felt threatened 
‘by an epidemic, particularly one that is 
contagious through sexual contact. It 
allows Us to see a disease’s cause in 
behaviours not microbes, in choices not 
chance. It allows society then to blame 
and marginalize those with the illness. 





























Scientifically, we now understand the 
luman Immunodeficiency Virus extremely 
well. We know that, like any other infec- 
tious disease, it does not discriminate on 
‘the basis of gender, age, race or sexual 
srientation. We know that the disease it 
ean lead to, Acquired Immunodeficiency 
Syndrome {AIDS}, while deadly if not 
ireated, can be prevented for a long time 
through many new drugs that allow peo- 
ple with HIV to live healthy lives, so that 













HIV has moved to the category of a chron- 
ic condition, not an acute illness. 


But people diagnosed with a positive HIV 
test — meaning that they have contracted= 
the virus although they are not necessarily 
ill — still face unexpected and destructive 
attitudes of blame, rejection and marginal- 
ization. Recently, a young, well-educated 
and articulate woman came through the 
doors of HIV Edmonton from 
Saskatchewan. She was diagnosed as HIV 
positive in 2005 when she was pregnant. 
After she was diagnosed in hospital, the 
attitudes of everyone around her changed. 
“When they put a sign at the end of my bed 
that said | was HIV positive | felt like a 
monster. | felt embarrassed and angry. | 
thought they were violating my rights.” But 
she was too embarrassed to complain 
Within weeks, quite a few people knew her 
HIV status and their attitudes changed too. 
Within nine months, the changes among 
those around her left her feeling that her 
only option was to leave the province alto- 
gether. She moved to Alberta. 


Like many others, this young woman says 
that when people think about HIV here in 
Edmonton “they think mostly of gay men 
and drug users, and they usually don't 
think of women”. As a community, we 
still want to see HIV as a problem that 
affects people who ‘aren't like us’. But, as 
our client says, “Really, everyone makes 
mistakes and can easily put themselves at 
risk by forgetting to protect themselves.” 
In 2006, in Alberta, a third of the people 
newly diagnosed with HIV infection were 






women. Overall in Canada, women 
account for approximately 25% of new 
infections. HIV is a problem for a whole 
community, not just small groups within it 


With acceptance and support, people liv- 
ing with HIV find hope, health and quality 
of life. Our client from Saskatchewan has 
feturned to work and is on the road to 
maintaining her health. “My experience 
in Edmonton has been very different,” she 
says. “| felt supported by other people liv- 
ing with HIV, by HIV Edmonton, and by the 
Northern Alberta Clinic and their staff.” 
She has not had to start treatment yet and 
is focusing on her future. 


World AIDS Day and AIDS Awareness 
Week give us a chance to learn more 
about HIV and AIDS, how this virus is 
affecting our community locally and other 
communities globally. It is a time to rec- 
ognize the incredible strides we have 
made in understanding and confronting 
this disease, and to acknowledge how far 
we have yet to go to eradicate it, and to 
ensure that those living with it have lives 
of dignity and quality. To learn more about 
HIV, attend our free panel discussions; 
"Then and Now” on November 28th, 7-9 
pm at Hulberts — 7601 - 115 Street, or 
“Locally and Globally” on November 2th, 
5:30 — 8 pm at the ARTery — 9535 Jasper 
Avenue. All are invited to support your 
loved ones and/or to remember those 
we've lost at our “AIDS Vigil” being held 
on December 1st at 5:00 PM in the Rice 
Lobby of the Citadel Theatre, 9828 - 101A 
Street. 


) World AIDS Day 
t,Dec. 1st Spm 
Lobby, Citadel Theatre 


9828 101 A ave. 
ic by EVM, Elder Taz & more 


SYPHILIS OUTBREAK IN THE 
CAPITAL HEALTH REGION 


An infectious syphilis outbreak is currently occurring in the Capital Health region The current 
outbreak began in the summer of 2004 and continues today. To date. there have been 336 casesin 
ihe region during this outbreak Of all the casesin the region, the most troubling are the 12 cases cf 
Congenital syphilis that have occurred in the last two years. This infection is passed from mother to 
child in utero and if feft untreated can lead to fetal death, miscarnage, premature delivery and birth 
dafects including blindness and deafness. Congenital syphilis is preventable if the mother receives 
pre-natal testing and treatment for syphilis as early as possible after acquiring syphilis. 


































‘Transmission, Signs and Symptoms 

‘Syphilis is transmitted by vaginal, anal or ora! sexual contact 

A few weeks after sexual contact with an infected individual, a sore develops on the body, usually in 
the genital area. Untreated, this sore wil heal spontaneously and may be followed by a generalized 
fash several months later. If left urtreated, many years later syphilis can cause blindness, deafness. 
paralysis, brain or heart disease 





















Individuals of all ages, genders, ethnicities, sexual preferences and socioeconomic status are at risk 
through unprotected sex outside a mutually monogamous relationship. The populations most at risk 
in this outbreak are sex-trade workers and their cients, Aboriginal men and women. 
nor-injection drug users. In addition. infants born to infected mothers can acquire s: 
serious consequences to both the pregnancy and the baby. 





ion and 
hil, with 





e 
A simple blood test can determine if the infection is syphibs 








Treatment 
Syphilis can be treated. Once there is a positive diagnosis, a convenient, single treatment of penicillin 
is given to the individual. It is important that the individual's sexual partners also receive testing. 















Contacts 
it Is Important that the individual's sexual partners and children born to infected mothers also receve 
testing and treatment. 














Who should be tested for syphilis and other STIs including HIV? 

Individuals at risk, including Sex-trade workers and clients of sex-trade workers should be counseled 
‘and screened every six months for sexually transmitted infections In addition, anyone presenting 
‘with typical symptoms or signs should be tested. All pregnant women should be tested in the first 
trimester and again at approximately 36 weeks gestation if they remain at high risk for syphilis during 
pregnancy. 





















For more information on testing and treatment, please contact 










Your family physician 
The Sexually Transmitted Disease Centre 

Room 3B20 11111 - Jasper Avenue Edmonton, AB 
Phone Number; 780-413-5155 

The STO/HIY information line at 

4-800-772-2437 
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Join HIV Edmonton at the following events for AIDS Awareness Week 
including 2 free Community Discussions that look at “What Does AIDS Mean Now?” 


Then / Now Community Discussion 
Free, Open to the Public 
Wednesday, November 28 2007, 7-9pm 
Hulbert’s Restaurant 7607 115 street 

Generously Open Special Hours 6-9pm 
Join Moderator Sherry McKibben and panelists Michael Phair and Sue Jamison to discuss HIV) AIDS as 
we knew it and as we now know it, This enlightening and informative discussion will look the virus, the social 
ramifications both then and now and the current reality ‘of those living with HIV. Special Musical 
Performance by Alfredo at 6:45pm 


Local / Global Community Discussion 
Free, Open to the Public 


o 
Thursday, November 29 2007, 5:30-8om 
The ARTery 9535 Jasper Avenue 
Lynn Sutankayo will lead a community discussion looking at HIV/AIDS both locally and globally. The 
discussion will focus on how the 2 realities are the same, different, interconnected and what they can leam 
from each other. Pister de Vos's photo sanes “AIDS In Two Cities” will ba on display Performance by the 
People's Poets starting at 5:30pm. Refreshments will be served and The ARTery bar will be open. 


Also during AIDS Awareness Week... 


Annual AIDS Vigil 
(Free, Open to the public) 
Saturday December 1°, 5 pm 
Rice Lobby of the Citadel! Theatre, 9828-101A Avenue 
Music from EVM, Elder Taz 


Family Day at the AGA 
Saturday, December 1" (Free) 
Art Gallery of Alberta 
1090-10230 Jasper Avenue 
Art Making Workshops: noon~Ipm, Recaption: 1:30-2.30pm 
Part of Exposure: Edmonton's Queer Arts and Culture Festival 


Keep Walking: AIDS T-Shirt Fashion Froiest Geet 
Limited edition vintage AIDS Walk T-Shirts redesigned by some of Edmontan’s best desigr 
FRIDGET by Bridget Smatian, cinder+smoke, Andrea yacyshyn, JoseEe Aubin Quelette 
Available at Community Discussions; as wei 8s Nokomis (10837 — 82° Ave); Red Ribbon (12505 
‘Ave); available December 1" & 2 at The Royal Bison Arts & Craft Sale (8426 Gateway 8d) 


— 102 


Visit HIV Edmonton's Memorial Tree 
300 11456 Jasper Avenue. 
Olfice Hours: Mon/Wed/Thurs: 9am-Spm, Tues Sam-7pm. Fre SameNoon. 
Closed Mon-Thurs 11:30am -12:30pm 
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THE DARJEELING LIMITED 
NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:10 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:30 PM 
saat OS vil inp le eaencs cae TERNTHEATRES.CA 


CONTROL 


NIGHTLY 6:50 & 9:15 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00 PM 
(RATED 34k COARSE LANGUAGE 


VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


ree 


FRI-MON ar 9PM 


IPM - 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY 
(PH - A CLOCKWORK ORANGE 


THE END D: 
MENSTRUATION? 


All Metro Screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema. org 


Metro operates with the support of- 
f- Alberts 
Canada Councit TN Foundation 


Conseil des Arts 
for the Arts du Canada 


edmonton 
arts 
Ln council 





Twenty-three years of solitude: 
Control examines the life of Ian Curtis. 


JOSEF BRAUN / jose{@vueweekly.com 

n ari astonishingly compressed 
| Fe period, Manchester quar- 

tet Joy Division developed an 
arresting, utterly distinctive sound, 
simultaneously claustrophobic and 
exhilarating, menacingly taut and 
expansive, one bridging the searing 
edge of guitar-driven rock and the 
wafting, ethereal, synthesized bliss 
that characterized the two dominant 
pop styles of the late 1970s. A quar- 
ter-century after its untimely demise, 
the band's cult following remains 
legion, its particular mien unequalled 
by countless imitators and homage 
(Interpol anyone?). 

The enduring dynamicism of this 
sound goes some way toward under- 
standing why Control—a movie 
whose central narrative traces the 
short, largely tormented adult life of 
Joy Division singer Ian Curtis, dead by 
his own hand at 23—is so electrifying 
even when it’s so fundamentally 
choked with despair and regret. Emi- 
nent portrait photographer Anton 
Corbijn’s directorial debut works in 
part because his obvious compassion 
for Curtis is wholly fused with his life- 
long enthusiasm for the music—Joy 
Division was one of the primary rea- 
sons why Corbijn left the Netherlands 
for England as a young man. Control 
does nothing to simplify, justify or 


- explain Curtis’s death, but it does 


INTO THE WILD 


INTO THE WILD 


NIGHTLY 6:45 & 9:30 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00 PM 
‘RATED 148 


VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 








manage to convey the transcendental 
heights of creativity that make his life 
one worth celebrating nonetheless. 

Working from a smart, well-struc- 
tured and sensitive script by Matt 
Greenhalgh, himself working from 
Touching From a Distance, the remark- 
able biography written by lan Curtis's 
widow Deborah Curtis, Corbijn depicts 
moments from Curtis's creative devel- 
opment in striking yet unimposing 
episodes: his early interest in drugs, 
his exploration of identity through 
mimicry of icons like David Bowie, the 
vertiginous swiftness with which he 
found himself falling in innocent love 
and marrying far too young. And the 
film introduces Curtis's most overt 
antagonist—his poorly treated epilep- 
sy—not with a sledgehammer of doom 
but as some frightfully intrinsic ele- 
ment of his self-realization, the curse 
that was also some eerie part of his 
personal genius. 


AS THE BAND gradually assembles its 
distinctive, memorable parts to form a 
whole, pumped up on the discovery of 
the Sex Pistols (the scene of this dis- 
covery being a fascinating alternate 
version of the same event depicted in 
24 Hour Party People), Control moves 
seamlessly from a tale of awkward 
youth to one of tremendous discovery 
and potential. The group’s sound is 
channeled and honed, its confidence 





OPENS FA, NOV 16 


TROL 
DIRECTED AY ANTON CORBIJN 
WRITTEN BY MATT GREENHALGH 
STARRING SAM RILEY, SAMANTHA MORTON 
JOE ANDERSON, ALEXANDRA MARIA LARA 
oto 


BIOPIC 


building, its manager (Toby Keb 
hilariously cocky, its contract wit/ 
Factory Chairman Tony Wilson (Crai: 
Parkinson) signed’in blood. A fu 
thing happens: we know how th 
story ends but we can’t help but ; 
excited anyway. 

Shot in luminous black and w! 
the film is also simply beautifu! 
look at, and its stars, often ph 
tographed in stark, gloomy space 
become haunting, silvery presenc: 
Samantha Morton's Deborah Curtis i: 
surprisingly more here than just the 
suffering rock wife, and Sam Riley's 
performance as Ian Curtis is a stun- 
ning hybrid of impersonation and 
immediacy. He resurrects Curti 
strange dance, that seductive gyration 
that came organically from his sh) 
stiffness, but he assumes this postu 
ing like a man possessed, by inne! 
demons, by the rapture of perforn 
ance, by conflicted emotions, bu! 
most of all by music, a very special 


_ music from a very special time, which 


in the end is what this movie is really 
all about. v 
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To's gritty Triad drama 
process of picking the 
in modern day Hong 
battle between two 
throws what's sup- 
2 a civilized affair into turmoil. 


Gibson's review on page XX. 
A TEDLER HALL FAI, NOV 16 - MON, NOV 19 


















0's follow-up follows the 
jimmy, an educated gangster 
40 wants to make himself into a legiti- 
nate business man, but must first take 
aver the Triad to do it. Read Brian Gib- 
son's review on page XX. METRO CINEMA, ZEI- 
un HAUL: FAL, NOV 16 - MON, NOW 19 (9 PM) 


MR MAGORIUM'S WONDER EMPORIUM 
Dustin Hoffman and Natalie Portman star 
the folks who run the titular shop, the 
igest, most fantastic, most wonderful 
loy store in the whole world. What could 
possibly go wrong? Read Vue Weekly's 
review next week. 


PERIOD: THE END OF MENSTRUATION? 
Screened in conjunction with the book 
release of Coming off the Pill, this docu- 
mentary takes a look at the increasing 
popularity of hormonal and pharmaceuti- 
methods that surpress monthly men- 
struation, and the controversy 
surrounding them. Read Jay Smith's arti- 
e on the film on page 14. METRO CINEMA, ZEl- 
AILER HALL; THU, HOV 15 (7 PM) 


STANLEY KUBRICK RETROSPECTIVE 
Metro Cinema’s Stanley Kubrick retro- 
‘Spective continues with a his epic 2001: 
4 Space Oddessy and the iconic A Clock- 
‘work Orange. weg CINEMA, eaIER HALL: SUN, 
NOV18 (1 PM) 
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FILM LISTINGS 


FRI, NOV 16-THU, NOV 2 





CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


9094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


BEE MOVIE (c) 
Daily 8:00; Sat-Sun 1:30 


BEOWULF (144, violence) 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00; Sat- 
Sun 1:30 


130 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 


ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE 
(PG, violence) 
Daily 1:30, 6:50 


MICHAEL CLAYTON (14A) 
at 4:00, 9:20, 11:50; Sun-Thu 4:00, 


THE KINGDOM (14A, violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:20, 6:55, 9:40, 12:05; 
Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:20, 6:55, 9:40 


GOOD LUCK CHUCK (184, sexual 
content) 

Fri-Sat 7:25, 10:00, 12:20; Sun-Thu 
7:25, 10:00 


EASTERN PROMISES (18A, gory 
scenes) 

Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:25, 7:00, 9:15, 11:30; 
Sun-Thu 1:65, 4:25, 7:00, 9:15 


3:10 TO YUMA (14A, violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:25, 4:10, 7:20, 9:50, 12:20; 
Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:10, 7:20, 9:50 


SUPERBAD (18A, coarse language, 
crude content, substance abuse) 
Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9:40, 12:10; 
Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9:40 


STARDUST (PG, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for children) 
Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:05, 6:45, 9:25, 11:55; 
Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:05, 6:45, 9:25 


UNDERDOG (G) 
Daily 2:05, 4:50 


THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (14A) 
Fri-Sat 1:50, 4:40, 7:15, 9:45, 12:15; 
Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:40, 7:15, 9:45 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 
Fri-Sat 2:00, 4:55, 7:30, 9:30, 11:35; 
Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:55, 7:30, 9:30 


HAIRSPRAY (PG) 
Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:35, 7:10, 9:55, 12:10; 
Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:35, 7:10, 9:55 


RATATOUILLE (G) 
Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:30, 7:10, 9:35, 12:00; 
Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:30, 7:10, 9:35 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence, not rec- 
ommended for young children) 

Fri-Sat 12:30, 4:10, 7:35, 10:50; Sun- 
Thu 12:30, 4:10, 7:35 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 137th Avenue, 732-2236 
MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM(G) 
No passes; Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:30, 
4:30, 7:15, 9:40; Tue 4:30, 7:15, 9:40; 


Star and Strollers Screening: no passes; 
Tue 1:00 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
no passes; Daily 12:45, 2:00, 3:50, 
5:00, 7:00, 7:50, 9:45, 10:30 


LOVE IN THE TIME OF CHOLERA 


(14A, sexual content) 
Daily 12:20, 3:30, 6:45, 10:05 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri-Tue 1:45, 4:00, 4:45, 7:30, 10:15; 
Wed-Thu 1:45, 4:45, 7:30, 10:15 


LIONS FOR LAMBS (144) 
Daily 1:50, 4:15, 7:10, 9:35 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
Fri-Tue 12:40, 4:10, 6:40, 8:30, 10:10; 
Wed-Thu 12:40, 4:10, 8:30 


BEE MOVIE (G) 

Fri-Mon 12:30, 1:15, 3:00, 3:45, 5:15, 

; Tue 12:30, 3:00, 3:45, 5:15, 
; Wed-Thu 12:30, 3:00, 5:15, 
; Star and Strollers Screening: 





DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Daily 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 9:50 


SAW IV (184A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) 
Fri-Tue 3:55, 6:35, 9,00 


30 DAYS OF NIGHT (184, gory 
scenes) 
Fri-Sat, Mon-Wed 2:10, 4:50, 7:40, 


10:25; Sun, Thu 2:10, 10:25 


WE OWN THE NIGHT (14A, brutal 
Violence, sexual content, substance 
abuse) 

Fri-Tue 6:50, 9:30 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 
Fri-Tue 1:10 


THE ASSASSINATION OF JESSE 
JAMES BY THE COWARD 
ROBERT FORD (144) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 2:20, 6:30, 10:00; Sat 
2:20, 10:00 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Sneak Preview: Sat 7:30; Wed-Thu 
1:00, 4:00, 6:50, 9:30 


WWE: SURVIVOR SERIES 2007 
(Classification not available) 
Sun 6:00 _ 


ENCHANTED (C) 
Wed-Thu 1:45, 4:40, 7:05, 10:10 


HITMAN (STC) 
Wed-Thu 1:20, 5:10, 7:45, 10:20 


EDMONTON OILERS VS. COL- 
ORADO AVALANCHE (Classification 
not available) 

Thu 7:00 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1525-99 St, 496-8585 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 

no passes; Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:10, 
2:30, 4:50, 7:15, 9:45; Tue 3:00, 5:10, 
7:15, 9:45; Star and Strollers Screening: 
no passes; Tue 1:00 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
no passes; Dally 12:50, 1:50, 3:40, 
4:40, 6:30, 7:30, 9:20, 10:20 


LOVE IN THE TIME OF CHOLERA 
(14A, sexual content) 
Daily 12:15, 3:30, 6:50, 10:00 


SAAWARIYA (PG, HINDI WE.S.T) 
Daily 12:15, 4:10, 8:00 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri-Tue 12:40, 1:30, 3:20, 4:20, 6:40, 
9:40; Wed-Thu 12:40, 3:20, 6:40, 9:40 


OM SHANTI OM (PG, HIND! WE.S.T.) 
Daily 12:45, 4:45, 8:45 


LIONS FOR LAMBS (144) 
Daily 1:20, 3:50, 7:10, 9:30 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (18A) 
Fri-Tue 12:30, 4:15, 6:30, 8:15, 10:10; 
Wed-Thu 12:30, 4:15, 8:15 


BEE MOVIE (G) 

Fri-Tue 12:00, 1:00, 2:15, 3:45, 4:30, 
6:45, 9:15; Wed-Thu 12:00, 2:15, 4:30, 
6:45, 9:15 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Daily 12:20, 3:10, 7:20, 9:50 


SAW IV (18A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) 

Fri-Sat, Mon-Wed 2:00, 5:10, 7:50, 
10:15; Sun, Thu 2:00, 10:15, 


30 DAYS OF NIGHT (184A, gory 
scenes) 

Fri-Sun, Tue 1:10, 4:00, 7:45, 10:30; 
Mon 1:10, 4:00, 10:30 


WE OWN THE NIGHT (144, brutal 
violence, sexual content, substance 
abuse) 

Fri-Tue 7:40, 10:30 


INTO THE WILD (14A) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:40, 5:00, 8:30; Tue 
5:00, 8:30; Star and Strollers Screening: 
Tue 1:00 

WWE: SURVIVOR SERIES 2007 


(Classification not available) 
Sun 6:00 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Wed-Thu 1:00, 3:45, 7:00, 9:45 


HITMAN (STC) 
Wed-Thu 1:10, 4:00, 7:45, 10:30 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 

Wed-Thu 1:30, 4:20, 7:15, 10:10 
EDMONTON OILERS VS. COL- 
ORADO AVALANCHE (Classification 


not available) 
Thu 7:00 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
8882-170 St. 444-1829 


SYDNEY WHITE (PG) 
Fri 4:40, 7:0, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:40, 
7:30, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:30, 9:50 


BALLS OF FURY (PG, not recom- 


mended for young children) 
Dally 9:10 


MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY (G) 

Fri 4:45, 6:45, 9:00; Sat-Sun 12:30, 
2:30, 4:45, 6:45, 9:00; Mon-Thu 6:45, 
9:00 

SUPERBAD (184, coarse language, 
Grude content, substance abuse) 

Fri 4:30, 7:10, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:45, 
4:30, 7:10, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:40 


STARDUST (PG, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for children) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:50, 
3:45, 6:40, 9:20 


THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (144) 
Fri 4:15, 7:00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:15, 
7:00, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:30 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:20; Sat-Sun 2:00, 7:20 


HAIRSPRAY (PG) 


Fri 4:00, 6:30; Sat-Sun 1:15, 4:00, 6:30, 
Mon-Thu 6:30 


HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX (PG, frightening 
scenes, not recommended for young 
children) 

Fri-Sun 4:10, 9:15; Mon-Thu 9:15 


RATATOUILLE (G) 
Fri 4:20, 7:15, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:20, 
7:15, 9:45; Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:45 


CITY CENTRE 9 


1020-102 Ave, 421-7020 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
Dolby Stereo Digital; Daily 1:00, 4:00, 
7:20, 10:00 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN 
(18A, gory scenes) 


Dolby Stereo Digital; Daily 12:50, 3:50, 
6:50, 9:45 


LOVE IN THE TIME OF CHOLERA 
(14A, sexual content) 


Dolby Stereo Digital; Dally 12:45, 3:45, 
6:45, 9:55 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (185A) 
Dolby Stereo Digital; Daily 12:35, 4:10, 
7:45 






FRED CLAUS (PG) 
DTS Digital; Fri-Tue 12:40, 3:25, 6:40, 
9:30; Wed-Thu 12:40, 3:25, 6:40 


LIONS FOR LAMBS (14A) 
DTS Digital; Fri-Tue 1:10, 3:35, 6:30, 
9:10; Wed-Thu 1:10, 3:35, 10:00 


LARS AND THE REAL GIRL (PG) 
DTS Digital; Fri-Tue 1:30, 4:20, 7:30, 
10:10; Wed-Thu 9:30 


THE ASSASSINATION OF JESSE 
JAMES BY THE COWARD 
ROBERT FORD (14A) 

DTS Digital; Daily 12:30, 4:20, 8:00 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
DTS Digital; Daily 12:30, 2:40, 4:50, 
7:00, 9:20 


HITMAN (STC) 
DTS Digital; Wed-Thu 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 
10:10 


PF CLAREVIEW 10 
4211-199 Ave, 472-7600 


LIONS FOR LAMBS (144) 
Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:40, 7:10, 9:25; Mon-Thu 
4:40, 7:10, 9:25 


30 DAYS OF NIGHT (18A, gory 


scenes) 
Fri-Sun 1:25, 4:25, 7:05; Mon-Tue 4:25, 
7:05 


P2 (18A, gory scenes) 

Daily 9:45 

DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 

Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:30, 7:20, 9:40; Mon-Tue 
4:30, 7:20, 9:40 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:00, 6:45, 9:20; Mon-Thu 
4:00, 6:45, 9:20 


BEE MOVIE (G) 

Fri-Sun 12:30, 1:00, 2:40, 3:50, 4:50, 
6:30, 7:00, 9:15; Mon-Tue 3:50, 4:50, 
6:30, 7:00, 9:15; Wed-Thu 4:50, 7:00, 
915 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
Fri-Sun 12:50, 4:05, 7:30, 8:40; Mon- 
Tue 4:05, 7:30, 8:40; Wed-Thu 4:05, 
7:30 


SAW IV (18A, brutal violence, gory 


scenes, disturbing content) 
Fri-Sun 12:40, 3:00, 5:10, 7:25, 9:50; 
i }; Wed-Thu 





5:10, 7:25. 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 

Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:20, 6:40, 9:10; Mon-Thu 
4:20, 6:40, 9:10 

BEOWULF (14A, violence) 

No passes; Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:10, 6:50, 
9:30; Mon-Thu 4:10, 6:50, 9:30 
AUGUST RUSH (PG) 

Wed-Thu 3:50, 6:45, 9:25 


HITMAN (STC) 
Wed-Thu 4:30, 7:20, 9:40 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Wed-Thu 4:15, 7:05, 9:35 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 
MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 
No passes; Fri 4:15, 6:50, 9:30; Sat-Sun 
1:30, 4:15, 6:50, 9:30; Mon-Thu 6:50, 
9:30 
BEOWULF (144, violence) 
No passes; Fri 3:50, 7:20, 10:10; Sat- 


Sun 12:50, 3:50, 7:20, 10:10; Mon-Thu 
7:20, 10:10 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri 3:40, 7:15, 10:15; Sat-Sun 12:40, 


3:40, 7:15, 10:15; Mon-Thu 7215, 10:15 
LIONS FOR LAMBS (144) 
Fri 4:30, 7:05, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:30, 






7:05, 9:20; Mon-Thu 7:05 10 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (158A) 
Fai 4:00, 8:00; Sat-Sun 12:00, 4:00, 
8:00; Mon-Thu 8:00 





BEE MOVIE (G) 

Fri 4:10, 5:00, 7:00, 7:30, 9;50; Sat-Sun 
12;10, 1:00, 2:30, 4:10, 5:00, 7:00, 
7:30, 9:50; Mon-Tue 7:00, 7:30, 9:50; 


Wed-Thu 7:30, 9:50 
DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 


Fri 4:40, 7:40, 10:20; Sat-Sun 1:10 
4:40, 7:40, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:40, 10 


WE OWN THE NIGHT (144, brutal 
Violence, sexual content, substance 
abuse) 

Fri-Tue 9:45 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 

Fri 4:20, 7:10, 10:00; Sat 12:30, 4:20, 
7:10, 10:00; Sun 12:30, 4:20, 10:00; 
Mon-Tue 7:10, 10:00 


ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG, not 
recommended for children) 

Fri 3:30, 6:40, 9:40; Sat 12:20, 3:30, 
6:40, 9:40; Sun 12:20, 6:40, 9:40; Mon- 
Wed 6:40, 9:40 


WWE: SURVIVOR SERIES 2007 
(Classification not available) 

Sun 6:00 

HITMAN (STC) 

Wed-Thu 7:00, 9:45 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Wed-Thu 7:10, 10:00 


EDMONTON OILERS VS. COL- 
ORADO AVALANCHE (Classification 








not avaliable) 
Thu 7:00 
12- 7 


INTO THE WILD (14A) 
Daily 6:45, 9:30; Sat Sun Mon 2:00 


| GRANDIN THEATRE _| THEATRE 
Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchi 
Ave, St, Albert, 458-9822. 


MR. MAGORIUMS WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 

No passes; Daily 1:15, 3:25, 5:20, 7:15 
9:15 

AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
Fri-Sun 12:40, 3:35, 6:30, 9:25; Mon- 
Tue 1:30, 4:25, 7:30; Wed-Thu 8:45 
FRED CLAUS (PG) 

No passes; Dally 1:00, 3:10, 
9:30 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 

No passes; Dally 12:55, 3:00, 5:10, 
7:20, 9:35 

BEE MOVIE (G) 

Fri-Tue 12:45, 2:45, 4:45, 6:45, 8:30; 
Wed-Thu 12:45, 2:45, 4:45, 6:45 


ENCHANTED (G) 
No passes; Wed-Thu 1:05, 3:05, 5:05, 
7:05, 9:10 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 966-2728 
FRED CLAUS (PG) 


15, 7:25, 


" ‘THE BEE MOVIE (G) 


v 


Dally 7-00, 9:25; Sat, Sun 1:00, 3:20 


Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat, Sun 1:10, 3:30 
BEOWULF (144, violence) 
Daily 6:55, 9:30; Sat, Sun 12:55, 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 
Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat, Sun 1:05, 3:25 


MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 7 


Camrose, 780-608-2144 
BEOWULF (144. violence) 
Daily 7:00 9:10; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:00 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) | 
Daily 7:10 9:05; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:10 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 






Daily 7:05 9:15: Sat, Sun Tue 2:05 | 
BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 7:15 9:00; Sat, Sun, Tue 





RESICAN GANGSTER (1 
Daily 7:30; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:50 


205 Main St. Spruce Grove, 972-2332. 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 7: 





00, 9:00; Sat Sun Mon 2:00 





ELECTION 2 (TRIAD ELECTION 
HAK SE WUI YI WO WA! KWAI) 
(STC) 

Fn 9: 





Sat 9:00, Sun 9:00, Mon 9: 


2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY (G) 
Sun 1:00 


A CLOCKWORK ORANGE ff, vio | 
lent anc disturbing scenes) 
Sun 4:0 


FRAMEWORKS: SNOW W/ 


MOTHER AND SON (STC) 
Thu 7:00 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 | 


THE DARJEELING LIMITED (14A) 
Daily 7;00, 9:10; Sat Sun Mon 2:30 


CONTROL (144, coarse language) 
Daily 6:50, 9:15; Sat-Sun 2:00 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 
WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 


BEOWULF: AN IMAX 3D EXPERI- 
ENCE (144, violence) 

no passes; Fri-Sun 12:00, 2:40, 5 
8:00, 10:40; Mon-Thu 1:00, 4:00 
9:45 


WWE: SURVIVOR SERIES 2007 


(Classification not available) 
Sun 6:00 


EDMONTON OILERS VS. COL- 
ORADO AVALANCHE (Classification 
not available) 

Thu 7:00 


| __ WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


A d. 7: 


BEOWULF (144, violence) 

DTS Digital, no passes; Fri, Mon-Thu 
6:55, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:50, 6:55, 
9:40 

BEE MOVIE (G) 


Dolby Stereo Digital; Fri, Mon-Thu 7:10 
9:20; Sat-Sun 1:20, 7:10, 9:20 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
DTS See Fri, Mon-Thu 7:30; Sat-Sun 











FRED CLAUS (PG) 
DTS Digital; Fri, Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:25; Sat- 
Sun 12:55, 3:30, 6:45, 9:25 


| __ WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 
790-952-9922 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 

Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat, Sun 1:00, 3:30 
THE BEE MOVIE (G) 

Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat, Sun 1:10, 3:30 
BEOWULF (i4A, violence) 

Daily 6:55, 9:30; Sat, Sun 12:55, 3:30 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 


EMPORIUM (G) 
Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat, Sun 1:05, 3:25 
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There’s more to Norway 
than fjords and Vikings 


DVDETECTIVE 


JOSEF BRAUN & BRIAN GIBSON 
dvdetective@vueweekly.com 


LICKS 


tt, 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

Okay seriously, when was the last time 
you had some Norwegian? | mean film, 
not cuisine, whatever that might be. | 
have to-go all the way back to Pal Sle- 


taune’s 1997 fun break-out caper Junk — 


Mail (Budbringeren). But after seeing the 
striking pair of recent Norwegian films 
that Mongrel Media's released on DVD— 
one of which happens to be executive 
produced by Sletaune—t'm feeling like 
I've been completely missing the develop- 
ment of a vibrant national cinema for the 
last ten years. 

Reprise is the feature debut of direc- 
tor Joachim Trier, written by Trier and 
Eskil Vogt. It begins with two young 
friends, aspiring novelists both, marching 
gleefully to the same mail box at the 
same moment to post their claims to liter- 
ary glory. At this tender point in their lives 
they move in almost perfect unity, two 
bright young men daring to spark a new 
wave. But it’s this very point that will 
finally mark their separation. 

One of the pair, Phillip (Anders 
Danielsen Lie), will rocket to fame, only 
to plunge into debilitating mental illness 
and perpetual writer's block soon after. 
The other, prettier one, Erik (Espen 
Klouman-Hoiner) will have his efforts ini- 
tially met with indifference, eventually 
deemed publishable, and subsequently 
the subject of some debate as to its gen- 
uine merits. They and their mostly male 
friends amble from youth to adulthood, 
moving in and out of the same circles— 
Oslo has a population of only 500 000, 
after all—and struggle with compromise. 
It's an old story, yet Trier, while dusting 
off a lot of narrative techniques gleaned 
from here and there—especially the 
French New Wave—brings some genuine 
freshness to it, not to mention fresh 
memories of young adulthood. 

Reprise is a film of backward glances, 
of zealous ambition giving way to longing 
for things lost, of the creeping desire to 
recapture a certain innocence. Using a 
Godardian voice-over device that makes us 
privy to possible futures, inner conflicts 
and little histories of passers-by, it clips by 
quite well, buoyed by a flurry of well-han- 
dled hand-held images and gorgeous 
Scandinavian light, a skilful montage that 
constantly layers every moment of present 
time with the clinging memories that inter- 
cept its flow. | can’t honestly say that the 
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emotional depth of the film is entirely \), 
equal to the preternatural fluidity of \) 
technique, but it should be marked 
impressive debut nonetheless. 


THE OTHER FILM released by Mong: 
The Bothersome Man (Den Brysomme 
mannen), directed by Jens Lien and \\ 
ten by Per Schreiner, is a very differey 
beast, a terrifically mysterious, sma; 
bleakly comic oddity that might irritate 3 
few impatient viewers for the mannerism: 
inherent in its premise, but with whi 
had a good time and enjoyed ponderin 
afterward. It opens with a couple engaged 
in the most disturbing-looking make-ow 
session | think I've ever seen on film, one 
that drives an on-looker to suicidal despai 
and, eventually, to some vaguely futurist 
Norway where all is clean, quiet, content 
and totally fucked. Other than my wonde 
ing why a guy dressed kinda like Harr 
Dean Stanton in Paris, Texas was on tt 
back cover, | had no idea what | was i 
store for when | popped The Bothersome 
Man into the player, and ideally neithe 
should you, so forgive me if | keep this or 
the cagey side. 

| think it’s a sign of The Bothersome 
Man's strength that, though it’s adapted 
from a radio play, so much of it plays ov 
in silence. Cloudy-haired, perpetuall) 
semi-shocked-looking Andreas (Trond 
Fausa Aurvaag, whose previous credit 
include, you guessed it, Junk Mail) begins 
a new life with what seems like a good 
white-collar job with pleasant, civilized 
coworkers. But something about all this 


just doesn’t seem right. Things come too . 


easy. Getting laid is a no-brainer. The 
crime rate has slipped to nil. Children 
seem not to exist. Bloody accidents bare 
ly provoke a shrug. But Andreas receives 
a hint that he’s not alone in his discomfort 
here: some unseen guy parked in the jah! 
in a bar concedes that life in this place 
has lost something essential, that “h 
chocolate, pussy and burgers” just don! 
taste like they used to. 

Wherever it is that Andreas has landed. 
it feels distinctly like the aesthetic of Scan 
dinavian design has been taken to some 
horrific, perfectly disaffected extreme, 
while the evolution of consumer society 
has arguably reached its natural conclu 
sion. What counts here is that besides 4 
ing us the pleasure of tracking an unfolding 
mystery and getting caught off guard b) 
some absurd, chilly humour, the world 


Andreas finds himself trapped in is in evely 


way a reflection of the one we live in. !i 
you've ever had nightmares about IKEA. 
this is the film you've been waiting for. v 
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MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 

he lavish artwork gracing 

| orchestral pop quintet Stars’ 

fourth studio album, the sum- 

mer release In Our Bedroom After the 

War, is probably the Montreal-based 

band’s most nakedly romantic wrap- 
Ping yet. 

“It's my brother's painting,” Stars’ 
-frontman/multi-instrumentalist 
Torquil Campbell notes of sibling 
Tom's handiwork, an interior that 
Suggests late 19th-century French 
art in palette and style. It’s subject 
connects directly with the album 
title; from a balcony window, a man 
Surveys a pale yellow morning 
dawning over a city while his lover 
sleeps on. 

“We hired him to paint that picture. 
He worked long and hard creating it 
for us. We wanted a trenchant 
Parisian kind of feeling—big, pure 
Stars.” 

Campbell has an intense yet gentle 
demeanour and a direct, almost child- 
like delivery. When he speaks, he 
Swings between haiku-like pro- 
nouncements and grand construc- 
tions worthy of Russian novels, like a 
revolutionary leader in an old Holly- 
wood movie brought to life, sweet 
and impassioned. 

"A long time ago, we started out 






making home tapes with pictures of 
[Pierre] Bonnard and [Raoul] Dufy to 
get that feeling. It’s just an integral 
part of what we do—our records 
sound like those paintings looked: 
melodic, full of colours, but sad and 
distant and a little plaintive under- 
neath,” Campbell continues. “Art is 
supposed to make you feel the world 
is a little more beautiful. That’s what 
we like to think we do with our songs: 
make the world a little bit more beau- 
tiful.” 


THE LATEST ALBUM treads the same 


topics the band always concerned 
itself with—the emotional and situa- 
tional fumblings of lonely people 
orbiting each other but unable to fully 
connect, the tension between ideal- 
ism and dogma, the embrace of oblit- 
eration through sex, drugs and 
devotional beauty. It’s recognizable 
Stars, wildly swooning impressionistic 
pop, but with progressions, like 
Campbell's surprisingly natural soul 
falsetto, his updated Grease-like duets 
with bandmate and fellow songwriter 
Amy Millan or the sly ‘80s clubbing 
musical references, lovingly nostalgic 
in the band’s able hands. 

And yes, through it all Stars clearly 
flies the flag for beauty, even amid 
squalor and the occasional patch of 


the grotesque, like Campbell's heart- 
wrenching ballad about a pair of neo- 
Nazi skinheads who fall in love 
beating a man. 

“People who do horrible things are 
still transfixed by the idea of seeking 
love,” Campbell says. “Like Hitler and 
Eva Braun, by the end of it. I'm fasci- 
nated how love creeps into the dark- 
est corners. Love infiltrates us deeply 
and it fascinates me.” 

At the record’s core, the new songs 
wrestle with the ugliness that arises 
from the desperation or perversion of 
love, but also point to its purity as a 
path to redemption. 

"Chris Seligman says the only rea- 
son the band is still together is that 
every one of us has had their heart 
broken,” Campbell laughs (Seligman 
is Stars’ keyboardist and resident 
programming head). “The process is 
long and involved, writing and creat- 
ing together. If there wasn’t a lot of 
empathy and common ground, we'd 
break up rapidly. Our aesthetic 
bonds us together—we're a pop 
music ‘gang,’ in a way, and that's a 
good mentality for us. We work hard 
making that us-versus-everyone 
else; it’s a necessary part of the 
process, finding psychological or 
physical isolation and putting our- 
selves in a place where the only 
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WED, NOV 21 (TPM) 

STARS 

WITH MIRAELE FORTRESS 

EDMONTON EVET CENTRE $250 (ALL AGES) 


things that are constant are each 
other. The group is extremely close 
to one another, and that’s a big part 
of why we're still around.” 

Their bond is evident not only on 
their records, but also on stage. A Stars 
show is simultaneously practiced and 
intimate, the members at ease with 


to! 


rr antic pop revolutionaries seduce with Bedroom ears 


each other and four albums’ worth of 
Sweeping pop gems, yet responsive to 
the audience, inviting participation and 
exhorting the people to unleash moré 
beauty onto the earth—a kind of 
reverse terrorism, anarchic and joyous 
in its existentialism 

“We all have a sense of certainty 
we'Te going to lose this game, and 
holding on to that certainty makes us 
not afraid, not keeping anything 
back,” Campbell concludes. “Because 
it ends in losing, it has to be as beau- 





tiful as possible along the way.’ vw 


SINE MAIDA 


THE HUNTERS LULLABY 


Featuring the hit sir > 
YELLOW BRICK ROAD 


in Stores November 13 


3110 Calgary Trail Southbound 


780 433-6400 


www.absound.ca 
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WWW.RAINEMAIDA.NET » 
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10551-S2 Avenue (Upstairs! -482-0814 


Pax 


Kokanee pints and 
hibalis til 10:30pm 


¥7 NOT WEDNESDAYS 


THIS WEEK: 
THURSDAY NOV 15: “ONNECIEcL. 


eencces eoee evcece PRESENTS 


DAEA ROCK 


BLOOM ROOM & DUSEY BROOWES 
FRIDAY NOV 16: 


THE CITY STREETS 


40 THEIVES / EAMON MCGRATH AND THE WILD DOGS 


SATURDAY NOV 17: DJ SET 


JUAN MACLE 
MONDAY NOV 19 ’ TRIGGER EFFECT 
+ THE GerDOWN 


THURSDAY NOV 22: 701 AN KICKOFF PARTY 


EB AYONETS! BASTARD 


ACID WASH / THE HUES ON 
THE SOMNAMBULIST 


FRIDAY NOV 23: ED RELEASE! 


Soseroevscsceosesssses 


RADIO FOR HELP 
WITH THE LINE ATLANTIC AND GUESTS 


SATURDAY NOV 24: 
cEARTTI 


ui (VE RCIANA 











LISTINGS FOR YOU 





THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage: 
Spm 

BUND PIG Moosehead Jam: The 
Rault Brothers and friends; 8-1pm 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Bob Jahrig 
with Mare Ladouceur 

BLUES ON WHYTE Steve 
Strongman 


CAFE LEVA Every Thursday: Travis 
Boa plays mellaw gold; 7-930pm 


CASTLE ROCK Jame with Gator 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 


Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; &10pm 


DRUID Guitar heroes 
DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
Stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band 

EDDIE SHORTS That's E-Town 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Open Stage: with 
hosts Rick, Mark and Matt 

FOUR ROOMS Doug Organ: 8pm 
HORIZON STAGE Arrogant 
Worms; 7:30pm; $29 at 
TicketMaster 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, 8pm 


JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam: 7-11 pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am 


JOHN L HAAR THEATRE James 
Murdoch Band; 7pm (door), 8pm 
{show}; $15 at door, Blackbyrd, 
Megatunes, Listen, Southside 
Sound, Sound Connection 
JULIAN’S PIANO 
BAR-CHATEAU LOUIS Graham 
Lawrence 

MEAD HALL Change Methodical, 
Kincaid, Butchers Hand, Brother 
Voodoo, Farewell to the Sunset, 
Sangsara, Breathing Black Water; 
all ages event, licensed area; 7pm 
(door); $10 


NEW CITY The Order of Chaos, 
Death of Perception, guests; no 
minors; 9pm (door); $7 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


PAWN SHOP Dala Rock, Gloom 
Room, Dusty Grooves 


URBAN LOUNGE Stu Bendall 
WILD WEST Robert Rowan 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Robbins 
Lighter Classics: Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra: Charlie 
Chaplin's film Modem Times to the 
stage; William Eddins (conductor); 
8pm; $28-$85 at Winspear Centre 


box office 
DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Thursday Nights: Electro Education: 
dub, trip hop, lounge, electro with 
DJ Lazer Beam 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 

BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 
BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 
ESMERALDA’S Big and Rich 
Thursday; top 40, country 


FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE} 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 














GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew: InVinceable, Touch It, 
TNO, Lady Vishus 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with 
Allout DJs, OJ Degree, Junior 
Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 3pm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with OJ Cotin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K. hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Decha, tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 
NEW CITY | Love ‘80s Thursdays; 
Spm (door); no cover 

NEW CITY Bride of Bingo 
Thursdays: hosted by Dexter Nebula 
and Anarchy Adam; 10pm; no. 
minors; no caver 

OW THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 

OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikes; 9pm-2am; no caver 
PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
It Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
spun with PI residents 

THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexi Tronic, Drag 
Kings and Queens, burlesque and 
rotating game shows, bands 
upstairs monthly 

VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLCM: Electro, techno, no wave 
with DJ Nik 7 of Shout Out Out Out 
Out; 8pm (door) 


FAI 


LIVE MUSIC 


AVENUE SKATEPARK The Holly 
Springs Disaster, quests; union- 
events,com 


ANOS CAFE Friday Live Music 
Nights: acoustic singer-songwriters 


BELL AND COURT PUB Brian 
Gregg Trio with Mo’ on bass; 
8:30pm 

BLACKSPOT CAFE The 


Arbitranes; 8pm 


BLUES ON WHYTE Steve 
Strongman 


CASINO EDMONTON Tera Lee 














FRESH START BAKERY CAFE 
Maynard Kilsgog; 6-9pm 
HORIZON STAGE Arrogant 


Worms; 7:30pm; $29 at 
TicketMaster 


HULBERT'S Karan Porkka; Spm; $7 
(door) 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, Spm 


PUB Country/rock 


JAMMERS: 
band, 9-2am 
SJEFFREY'S CAFE Dino Dominelli 





DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday. Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 
BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 








& 


PREVUE / SAT, NOV 17 (8 PM) / WEEN / ENMONTON EVENT CENTRE, 


$35 





Dean and Gene from Ween can be seen in my dreams and on the sev- 
enteen(th). When they appear in my dreams, hawever, it costs signifi- 


cantly less than 35, uh, beans. 





| 
(jazz); $10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm; no cover 


JULIAN’S PIANO 
BAR-CHATEAU LOUIS Dennis 
Begoray 


MEAD HALL Disciples of the 
Cambodian Death Brigade, 
Shadowblade, The Fall of the 
Sacred, Deliver us From Evil, 
Skepsis; all ages, licensed area; 
7pm (door); $10 


MURRIETA'S BAR AND GRILL 
Terry Jorden (piano); 8-10pm. 


ON THE ROCKS Love Junk with 
DJ Shawnibis 


PAWN SHOP The City Streets, 40 
Thieves, Eamon MeGrath and the 
Wild Dogs 


ROYAL CANADIAN 
LEGION-NORWOOD BRANCH 
Uptown Folk Club open stage; 7pm 
(door); $4 (door)/free (member) 


ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 
Full Moon Folk Club; Myrol/Trucks; 
7pm (door), 8pm (music); $17 at TIX 
‘on the Square/$20 (door) 





SHERWOOD PARK ALLIANCE 
CHURCH MADWA- Making a 
Difference With Art: Souljah Fyah, 





PREVUE / THU, NOV 22 (7:30 PM) / COLCANNON / HORIZON STAGE, 


$15-20 


Australian celtic folk. Before you go all “WTF?” on me, think about 
Canadian Celtic Folk and how weird that must seem to people. 





{pop/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Five on 
the Side (country rock) 

CASTLE ROCK Open stage and 
Ghetto Blaster 

CENTURY CASINO The 
Stampeders, no minors: 8pm (door); 
$34.95 at TicketMaster, Century 
Casino 

DINWOODIE LOUNGE Cuff the 
Duke 

EDDIE SHORTS Lost Action Heros 
and the Scurvey’s (rock ‘n’ roll) 
FESTIVAL PLACE Guy Davis and 
his High Flying Rockets; 7:30pm: 
$32 (cobaret)/$30 (box)/$28 (the: 
atre) at the Festival Place box 
office, TicketMaster 

FOUR ROOMS Doug Organ: Spm; 
$s 





Samantha Schultz, Pepperseed 
Stee! Drum Band, the Elk Island 
Public School Honour Choirs; $18 at 
TIX on the Square, door 


SNEAKY PETE'S Alian-Lee and 
the Blues Busters; Spm-Tam 
TOUCH OF CLASS—CHATEAU 
LOUIS Gord Reynolds 

URBAN LOUNGE Third Person 
View 

VELVET UNDERGROUND The 
Cansecos, Flora, Bebop Pony; $10 
(door), 

WILD WEST Robert Rowan 


X-WRECK'S Slowburn (blues/rock); 
B8pm-12am 


YARDBIAD SUITE Jerrold Dubyk 
Quartet (CD Release Event); 8pm 
(door), Spm (show); $10 (mem- 
berl/$14 (quest) 
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MY QUIE 


MUSIC 


two levels; Wooftop: DJs Ben, 
Jammin’ and Bobby Torpedo heat 
up the patio 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm. 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare '60s 
and ‘70s progressive rock. disco, 
and electronic Indie with Joel 
Reboh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip 
hop, house, mash up; no minors 


ESMERALDA’S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 


FEVER Global Fridays: R&B. hip 
hop, reggae, reggaeton and mash- 
up 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with 
DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! 
Bitch! Bitch! Fridays: electro, indie, 
alternative, techno with DJs 
Dervish, Plan B, quests; no minors; 
Spm (door); $5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out 
tockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from GJSA’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Movin on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop with 
DJ Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson 


THE ROOST Fridays All Request 
Dance Party: with DJ Jazzy with 
rotating shows every week; $4 
{member)/$6 (non-member) 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: 
Salsa-merengue-bachata-house- 
reggeaton-urban-old schoo! with DJ 
Spice 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Top 40 request with a mix of retro 
and disco; 7pm-12midnight 


STOLU'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DU 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
DJ Tysin 


TEMPLE (BACK OF STARLITE 
ROOM) Techno Hippy Crew 
Presents: Sensient (PsyTrance-Auz), 
Wav Occupation, KP the Beat 
Professor, Schwag Dankus; no 
minors; 9pm; $17 (advi/$20 (door) at 








MUSIC WEEKLY 


Foosh, Treehouse, www to, 
crew.ca ‘ 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 

Flashback: house/hard with 

Pearcy Andy Inertia, cy, 
‘am 


URBAN FRAT Funktion fi, 
WUNDERBAR Fridays.) 
Pony Girls. DU Avinder ap id 
Toma; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundaiic;, 
Fridays 


SAT 
LIVE MUSIc 


the Martyr, Open Eye: 
Else Fails, Calculating Collap: 
Killed JEK: 7pm (doar); $8 (t 
8pm)/$10 (after 8pm) 

BELL AND COURT Pus 
Gregg Trio with Mo’ on ba 
8:30pm 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE |; 
the Dog: Daniel Buxton and 
band; no cover acoustic eve 
afternoon 4-6pm 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Front Pox 
Blues, guests 

BLUES ON WHYTE Stev 
Strongman 

THE CARROT Saturday oper 
stage; 7-10pm 

CASINO EDMONTON Ter 
{pop/rock} 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Fi: 
the Side (country rock) 
CASTLE ROCK Carmen ope 
all day and night and Ghetto 8 
CENTURY CASINO The 
Stampeders; no mino! 
$34.95 at TicketMast 
Casino 

THE DOCKS Saturday Night | 
Bad judgment 

DOW CENTENNIAL CENTHE - 
FORT SASKATCHEWAN Avr 
Worms; Zpm and 8pm; $26 50 at 
TicketMaster 

EDDIE SHORTS The Schematic 
(rock ‘n’ roll) 

EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
WEEN, no minors; 8pm (door) 
at Unionevents.com, TicketMa' 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, Listen 
FESTIVAL PLACE Black an 
Fundraiser—Stepping Out:: The fiv 
City Big Band 

FOUR ROOMS Toque; 9pm; $5 


FRESH START BAKERY CAFE 
Marty and Lil; 6-3pm 


HELLENIC CENTRE Going 0 
Going Twice: Dan Skakun Tr 
MeDade; 6-12; Harcourt Hou 
Visual Arts Alberta fundrais 
ets at 421-1731 


HULBERT'S Spy Trio; Spm: S 
(door) 


THE IVORY CLUB Live dueling 
pianos, no cover, 9pm 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday ope" 
jam, 3-7:30pm; country/rock ban’ 
9pm-2am 


JEFFREY'S CAFE Thom Bennet 
(jazz); $10 


JEXYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
{pop/rock}; 9:30pm; no cover 


JULIAN’S PLANO 
BAR-CHATEAU LOUIS fet'o 
Polujin 


LIONS PARK CLUB HOUSE The 
(Almost) Full Moon Gafé: Drummwna 
circle and acoustic open stage 
(open to musicians, poets, and 
artists); all ages; 7:30pm (dru 
circle); 8pm (open stage): $5 
tion); 791-5355 

MEAD HALL King Ring Nancy. © 
Gun, Seven Davil Fix, Vis Vitalis. 
Euphonic; all ages, licensed ares 
7pm (door); $10. 

(MURRIETA'S BAR AND GRILL 
Terry Jorden (piano); 8-10pm 
NORTHLAND Bar 
None 2007: Julian Austin and Mar 



















































nto playing music. 


| turned out 
| filming 
| whis! 

ina fancy 





| before leaving for home. 


Lorenz; 8pm; no minors; $20 at 
TicketMaster, U of A Ag Club 


ON THE ROCKS Love Junk with DJ 
Crary Dave 

OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PUB Open stage Saturday hosted by 
Jenny Jay; Spm 

QUEEN ALEXANDRA COMMUNI- 
‘TY HALL Edmonton Blues Society: 
‘open blues jam; 7:30pm (door), 8- 
midnight (bands); $5 


PUB September 
Stoned, Sliver, Ormus 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 
‘THEATRE Northern Bluegrass Circle 
Music Sociaty: Michael Cleveland 
and Flamekeeper featuring Audie 
Blaylock (bluegrass); 8pm; $18 
(NBCMS member)/$20 (non-mem- 
ber) at Myhre's Music Southside 
Sound, Acoustic Music Shop, TIX on 
the Square, door 


SNEAKY PETE'S Saturday ater- 


noon jam with Allan-Lee and the 
Blues Busters; 3-6pm 


STARLITE ROOM Most Serene 
Republic, Dragonette, Small Sins, 
Mother Mother; no minors; 8pm. 


ie Gn ge. a 
ompanying liner notes, 
be an advantage when 
9 China. Rather than being 
the country and shuttered 
‘hotel until the time comes to 
film a few hours of footage in Beijing 











YARDBIRD SUITE The Inhabitants, 
8pm (door), Spm (show); $12 (mem- 
ber)/$16 (guest) 


CLASSICAL 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Evoking the Spirit:| Coristi Chamber 
Choir, Bpm; $18 (adv. adult)/$20 
{adult door)/$12 (student/senior)/$15 
(student/senior door), advance at TIX 
on the Square; doors open at 7pm. 
for silent auction 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays; Top 40 with DJ 
Soundwave 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Stiletto 
Saturday; ‘80s and '90s with DJ 
Duncan 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
two levels alt rock/electro/trash; 
Main Floor: The Menace Sessions 
with Miss Mannered 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men only, 
free poo! and toumey, DJ 
Arrowchaser 





itry for more than three years, and 
ie filmed Joyside and its tour guerrilla- 
style. The result is a film that looks 
ugh, with raw ends exposed and a 
__ Sense of claustrophobia that practically 
suffocates the band members, and that 
transmits to the audience as well. 
The overhwieming theme that 
emerges throughout Wasted Orient is 
one of hope in the face of hoplessness. 
The members of Joyside are living in 
cramped living quarters in a low-income 
area of Beijing. The band does not even 
have a washroom to call its own, making 
use of the public bathreom down the 
street. The conditions are unpleasant, 
and that is not lost on the musicians, 
who dream of travelling outside of their 
home country, pinning their hopes on the 
sounds of American rock ‘n’ roll—one of 
them says that they are all Jim Morri- 
son’s children. 
Unfortunately, while the guys know 
that there's not a particularly great chance 
that they will achieve their goals in the 
face of China’s culture, neither do they 
feally set out to do much more than drink 
beer, drink some more beer and then drink 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GINGUR SKY Soulout Saturdays 


HALO Halo Saturdays: house with 
Junior Brown, Luke Morrison, and: 
Nestor Delano 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturday- 
DJ Groovy Cuvy and quests 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Saturdays real alternative, classics, 
punk with DJ Nazz Nomad; no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturday 
Sucks: electro, industrial, alt and 
indy, electro, rock with DJs Nik 
Rofeelya and Blue Jay (Mod Club); 
$5 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE Suggestive Saturdays: 
breaks electro house with PI resi- 
dents 


RED STAR Saturdays indie rock, hip 
hop, and electro with DJ Hot Philly 
and quests 


THE ROOST Saturdays—Always like 
New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (Retro) 








‘STOLL'S ON WHYTE Top 40, A&B, 
house with People’s DJ 


TEMPLE (BACK OF STARLITE 
ROOM)Oh Snap, Residents Degree, 
A\l Out Djs and more; Spm; $3 (with 
Temple membership)/$5 (without, 
will gat you a Temple Membership) 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Anthem: 
hard NAG/trance/funky with Jeff 
Hillis, DTDR, Big Daddy, STX. Tweek; 
Yam-B8am 


'WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and 
local bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Release 
Saturdays: XX Celebrating Dragon's 
20th Year DJing; no minors; 12am- 
Bam; $15 (adv) at Treehouse, Foosh, 
Yess Hair, ¥ Afterhours 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


even more after that. So much of the film 
is taken up by Joyside’s alchoholic ten- 
dencies that it's difficult to root for them. 

Wasted Orient does have a few 
moments that shed some light on the 
Musicians, aside from their desire to 
escape into a haze of parties and booze. 
Most of those come near the beginning 
of the film, when Fritz introduces the 
band through interviews with each 
member prior to the start of the tour. 

One of the more notable examples is 
guitarist Liu Hao’s assertion, “We are 
not as society sees us. We are nota 
waste.” It's just too bad that, once the 
tour begins, there are few examples to 
support his claim. 

To its credit, Wasted Orient does an 
admirable job of achieving what Fritz had 
hoped for, capturing not the vast political 
setting of China, but rather the small, 
uncomfortable world that Joyside calls its 
home. In the end, though, once the tour 
has dragged on, the footage begins to 
take on an uncomfotable home-video feel- 
ing. There is certainly a story to be told 
here, but there's a sense that Fritz might 
have been able to do a little more to draw 
it out and bring it into focus. w 








hosted by the Mary Thomas Band 


EDDIE SHORTS Every Sunday open 
stage with Rob Taylor, 4-8pm 


HULBERT'S Sunday Night Mic 
hosted by Rhea March: 7pm 
JAMMERS PUB Sunday open 
blues jam; 4-8pm 

MEAD HALL Joey Only Outlaw 
Band, The B-Movies, Audio Rocketry, 
Who Goes to Hollywood; all ages, 
licensed area, 7pm (door); $10 
NEWCASTLE PUB Live Sunday jam 
hosted by Wily and Dave; 2:30pm 
O'BYRNE'S Joe Bird's Irie Jam: 
open stage for all; 9:30pm; no cover 
ON THE ROCKS Souljah Fyah 
Sundays with DJ Dudeman 
OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor; 8-11pm. 
OVERDRIVE Anything Goes 
acoustic jam every Sunday afternoon 
with the Shufflehound; 1:30-Spm 
ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage 
featuring the Digs/Mike McDonald 
alternate weeks; 9-12 











(door); $15 at Unionevents.com, DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s Ropu a re BLACKSPOT CAFE The Nods, ROYAL COACH DINING 
TicketMaster, Megatunes, Blackbyrd, and ‘70s progressive rock, disco, and lusic) upstairs; $4 (member) Moonbox, The Kettle Black; 8pm ROOM_CHATEAU LOUIS Petro 
Listen electronic Indie with Joel Reboh (non-member) cei its a ‘oe Polujn (lasica quit) 
a CAFE Jim Findlay Trio 
TOUCH OF CLASS-CHATEAU EMPIRE BALLROOM flock, hip SECATRAUSD ROLERSART (acaustiejan ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 
Saege Igy, Holse, nasiiup ae eee a eee THEATRE Edmonton Jazz Festival 
% Roller Skating Disco: Top 40 request CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB Rach LTO er Uivhoat 
URBAN LOUNGE Line of Sight FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone with a mix of retro and disco; 1-Spm Sunday jam: 7pm eye a ‘on ei 5 
Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen B and and 7pm-12 midnight with Kent Sangster (saxophone), 
WILD WEST Robert Rowan DU Kwake DUSTER'S PUB Sunday open stage} 3:30pm; $25 (adulty’$20 
 ATLANTICTRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 4324611 » AVENUE SKATEPARK 9030-118 Ave *AXIS CAFE 10349 
= ‘Jasper Ave, 290-0031 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324/-82 Ave, 
= vautsirs, 436-4418 « THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 504- 
<= 7777 * BELL AND COURT PUB 200 - 10A Main Blvd, Sherwood Park « BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 
= 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 * THE BLACKSPOT 151204 
I Stony Plain Rd, 481-7768 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 
= Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-3981 * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY’S 
Leer 11725B Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * CAFE LEVA 11053-86 Ave * CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll Rd, 463-9467 * 
| CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St, 424-9467 * CASTLE ROCK 470 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert, 459-5571 « 
& CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St. Albert Rd CAFE LEVA 11053-86 Ave * CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 643- 
4000 « CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millboune: Rd, West, 462-6565 » CONVOCATION HALL Arts 
= Building, University of Alberta, 492-0601 « CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St. 472-7696 
= ® THE DOCKS PUB Londonderry Mall, 476-DOCK * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 * DUSTER’S PUB 6402- 


| WEM, 486-9494 © FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 440.3378 © 
NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 961-3117 » FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St + FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 
916.1557 * FLUID LOUNGE 10638 Jasper Ave, 429-0700 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 © 
BOX 10125-109 St, 990-0680 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 433-9623 « FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 
10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 « GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 408404) © GINGUR Ewa att 8 Ae Biases aes 
* HALO 10538 Jasper NIC CENTRE 10450-116 St * HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 452-1168 * } 
Grove, 962-8995 * RULERS OTE St 430-1161 THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 1948-127 Ave, 451-8779 + J AND R. BAR AND 
GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 « JEFFREYS CAFE 9640 142 St, 451-8890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave JOHN L. HAARTHEATRE Grant Macéwen College 
Centre for the Arts, 10045 155 St, 497-4470 + JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsviay Ave 732-4583 . KAS BAR Boaai ea ae ie 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9271.24 Ave, 432-2599 » LB'S PUB 23 Akins Drive * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St_ 481-2786 » LEVEL 200 FL AB 


IEWCASTLE 
Ave, 490-1999 * NEW CITY 10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 * NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8130 Gateway ah * O'BYRNE'S 10616-82 Ave, 414-6766 * ON THE ROCKS 11730 


ROBERT CENTRE JEATRE 12845-102 
12 Ave * ROUGE LOUNGE 117 St, Jasper Ave, 482-5152 * ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM TH! 

Aves ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION-N ren SS BRANCH 1150-82 St « ST. BASIUS CULTURAL CENTRE 10819 71 Ave * SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT ors 

10416 Whyte Ave, 437-0231/710-1625 * SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438-0373 * SHERWOOD PARK ALLIANCE CHURCH 1011 Cloverbar Road, Sherwood Par |EAKY 





SALOON 12912-50 St, 
Si stairs}, 428-1099 * WHISTLESTOP 12416-1832 Ave, 451-5506 * WILD WEST , 
WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir aren Se eat * WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 436-5586 * X-WRECK'S 10153-50 St * YAFTERHOURS 10028-102 
St. 994-3256, wwww.yafterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10202-86 Ave, 432-0428 © Pub 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert 459-0295 








COME AND CHECK OUT THE 
EREAT NEW LOCATION ON 
WHYTE AVE! 


SE eee eee 


= STURN 


| THIRD 
‘PERSON VIEW 


i SIDE STEP 
FeAeTeE 


SRETROFIT/ 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 24 - CLOSED FOR PRIVATE PARTY 


WE'D LIKE TO WELCOME 


JIMMY SHEWCHUK 
AS OUR NEW G.M. 


COME BY AND SAY HELLO! 


10544-82 AVE. PH:437-7699 











NOV 15 - NOV 21, 2007 





==UPCOMING'SHOWS!— 


a 


“SWEET CITY WOMAN . 
“WILD EYES” AND 
“on MY LADY" 





CHECK.OUT-THESE..= 


{student/senior/$25 (family) at TIX 
‘on the Square 


CLASSICAL 





Academy Strings, Tanya 
Prochazka (conductor); 8pm; $15 
(adult}/$10 (senior/student) at TIX on 
the Square, door 


ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT 
CENTRE Concordia School of Music: 
Concordia Symphony Orchestra, 
Francis Dunnigan (conductor), 
Angelina Weber (violin); 3pm; $10 
(adult}/$8 (student/senior) at TIX on 


the Square 
DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic Improv, 
Jameoki and DJ Tim 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Got To 
Give It Up Sunday Afternoons: Main 
Floor: Funk, soul, Motown. disco with 
CJ Red Dawn 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro; 10pm-2:30am; 
guest DJs inquire at 
kelly@michetti.com 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Fock, hip hop, 
house, mash up 

O'BYRNE'S D,) Finnegan; Spm 
{door}; $20 (basicl/$30 (premium); 
available by phone at 414 6766 
OVERTIME BROILER Sunday 
Industry Night: Requests with DJ Bo 
URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays; with Dus InVinceable and 
Macca 

URBAN LOUNGE Sunday Night 

Live: hosted by DA Choclit Elviz, DJ 
Sweetz Spm; the best of Urban's live 
entertainment 10pm 


'WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Gallatea 
and XS, guests; no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondays: 
music and comedy, 8pm 


LB'S PUB Open Stage with Shaved 
Posse hosted by Ken, Fred, Gordie 
and Matt; 9-12;30 


NEW CITY Jah Cutta, Determination 
featuring Mellow G, Souljah Fyah; no 
minors; 3pm (door); tickets at door 





only 


PAWN SHOP Bionic, The Get Down, 
‘Trigger Effect: $12 fadv) at 
TicketMaster, Blackbyrd, 
Megatunes/$15 (door) 
PLEASANTVIEW 

WALL Acoustic instrumental old time 


fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm. 


Paul Lepage 


TAPHOUSE Monday ive 
DUS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 
Service Industry Night; no minors; 
Spm-2am 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: Eclectic Nonsense with 
Confederacy of Dunces, Dad Rock, TJ 
Hookah and Rear Admiral Saunders 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy 
Electro Latest and greatest in House, 
Progressive and Trip-Hop; 12am- 
2:30am; interested guest DJs inquire 
at kelly@michetti.com; karaoke with 
Tizzy, amateur strip contest; Spm- 
12am 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG, 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


(NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Munch on Metal Mondays: ‘80s 
metal with DJ Sammi Kerr; no 
minors; no cover 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical tal- 
ent with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACKSPOT CAFE Tuesday Talent 
Show Open Mic/Stage hosted by 
Ilifit Outfit's Liam Tremble; 16+; 8pm; 
bring your acoustic instrument and 
join in, also poetry/spoken word/lit- 
erary works 


CASTLE ROCK Moosehead jam 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 


LEGENDS PUB Tuesday Open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 


O'BYRNE'S Celtic Jam: with 
Shannon Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm. 

YARDBIRD SUITE Jam session 
every Tuesday. Dave Morgan Group; 
8:30pm (door), Spm (show); $3 











BUDDY'S Free poo! and toumey, DJ 
Arrowchaser 





ESMERALDA'S Top 40, country, 
R&B with DJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 
FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) Latin 
and Salsa music, dance lessons 8- 
10pm 

GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 
Reggae music with Bomb Squad, 
Q.B., Chrome Nine; no cover 


RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental 
Indie Rock. Hip Hop, Electro with DJ 
Hot Philly 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 
‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 
40 request with a mix of retro and 
disco; 7pm-12 midnight 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Tuesday 
Night Shakedowns: with OJ Generic 
{hipster twister) and quests; Bpm 
(door); no cover 

WUNDERBAR Sweot Brit and Punk 
with Phillip and Bogner 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 





FREEHOUSE Glitter 
‘Gulch Wednesdays; The United Steel 
Workers of Montreal 


BLACKSPOT CAFE Barmitzvah 
brothers, Two minute miracles; 8pm 


CASTLE ROCK Acoustic night open 
stage 


EDDIE SHORTS Wednesday blues 
jam with Bran Petch (guitar) 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Stars, Miracle Fortress; no minors, 
7pm (door); tickets at TicketMaster 
FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower 
open stage; 7:30pm (door); $2 
HOOUGANZ PUB (pen stage 


Wednesdays hosted by Hock ‘n’ Roll 
Kenny 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
guests; 9:30pm; no cover 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre- 
sented by the Northem Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


court Warne 
cet el ln Mat Wed, 


CONVOCATION HALL 
Chamber Music Society 
of Early Music; 8pm; $39 
(senion/$5 {student} at 7) 
Square ‘ 





WINSPEAR CENTRE 1)... 
Classics: The Four Season, 
Edmonton Symphony Orehes,, 
Taurins (conductor), Martin fi..." 
(violin), Janet Youngdah| ( 
‘Ter Duncan (baritone), 7 
——— Wp 


MS 


BACKROOM VODKA Bag ». 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep 1; " 
with Nic-E and Smooy 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE v/,; 
Nights: with Du! Harley 


Gulch Wednesdays: roots 
DJ Buster Friendly: no cover (i), 
music once 8 month; Wootton 
RetroActive Radio with Lc 
altemative 80s and ‘90s. px 
New wave, garage, Brit, mod. 
and roll 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DY Sex, 
Sean 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB jndustry 
Wednesdays 

FLUID LOUNGE Wednesdays ; 
This 

THE FOX Wind-up Wednesday 
R&B, hiphop, reggae, old 
gaeton with InVinceable, Tou 
weekly guest DJs 
LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/A&E vt 
DJ Spincycle 

WEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Out With Your Box Out Wedness 
Night: no minors; no cover 
WIKIG DIAMOND'S Pun). 2 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Guest DJs eve 
Wednesday 

STANDARD Wednesday Go 
Feat: with DJ Nestor Dela 
STOLL'S Wild Cherry 
House/garage with Tr 
Rezidnt Funk. fusion wi 
Velocity 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Every Wednesday with the JB 
indie mod rock dance party, Spr 
(door) 

WUNDERBAR Wednesdays wi 
new DJ; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wess 


















Composer mixes his faith and music 


SARAH CHAN / sarah@vueweekly.com 
ocal pianist and composer Joseph Lai has 
found a way of combining two of his 
oves. In support of the National Baha’ 
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Fund, Lai is composing for and performing in a 
fundraising concert in support of his Baha’i 
faith. 

“(I'm helping] in my own way through what I 
love to do the most and what I'm passionate 
about, creating music and performing music,” 
Lai remarks, explaining the connection between 
his faith and his music. “It’s my way of con- 
tributing to the cause, the faith, and contributing 
to the fund. 

“We're apolitical people,” Lai continues, 
speaking of those who follow the Baha’i faith. 
“One of the things we stress is that there is no 
colour. We stress diversity. We celebrate the 
uniqueness of multiculturalism. We celebrate 
our ethnicity but at the same time we feel very 
strongly that it’s a beautiful thing that should be 
celebrated but in the end we're all the same.” 


BY CONTRIBUTING to the fund, Lai hopes to aid 
Baha'i immigrants and refugees who have been 
persecuted in their own countries and forced to 
leave. The Baha’‘i fund helps people get back on 
their feet in additional to providing education 
and understanding of the Baha’i faith. 

Lai is particularly excited about the premiere 
of a new work for the occasion. His Sonata for 





SAT, NOV 17 (7 PM) 


holed 

= | JOSEPH LAI 

coe | EDMONTON BAHAY CENTRE (9414-111 AVE), 
Oe ! $0-$85 


Flute and Piano, Op 7 was written after hearin’ 
flutist Elizabeth Faulkner perform, and Faulkne! 
will be performing Lai’s work at the premic'« 

“The piece is about 15 minutes long,” L@! 
explains, “It’s a short and compact work—@ 
complete departure from your traditional Fren« t 
flute thing which is very floaty and flighty. Th's 
is very grungy, a bit like Bartok.” v 
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r of the Jerrold 
, knows exactly 
from the Yardbird 
res to release his 
| jazz club. 

ird—the audience is 
pod compared to other 
: “People treat it like 
L venue ... they take the musi- 
very seriously. They're there to 

y; it’s not a social outing for 


il saxophonist takes 
jazz masters Jeff 
, Tom King and Bill George, 
't be room in the venue for 
‘of screaming fans—but 
the way Dubyk likes it. 
= creative of jazz music is such 
ecause it’s such a personal 
it’s not gonna appeal to every- 
Dubyk explains. “I think once 
cept that as musicians ... it actu- 
ecomes easier to play for the 
le who are really there. Those 
@ people that you really want to 
ming from someone less humble 
gregarious than Dubyk, that sen- 
Al might smack of elitism. As it is, 
junds realistic and charming ina 
have this weird opinion that ‘do 
= yant everybody to love it?’” he 
lains. “It would be nice, but the 
ple that do love it are certainly 
lly appreciative. | hope it's not 
ulting to say that.” 
Vhen you list artists like John 
trane and Branford Marsalis 
ong your influences, though, odds 
}you aren't going to crack the Top 
anytime soon. 
T listen to a lot of the masters,” 
yk admits. “I don’t wanna say it’s 
jazz, but I love going back and lis- 
ling to Coltrane. You can just keep 
(Being back to it. He’s a major influ- 


i 


FA, NOV 16 (8 PM) 


JERROLD DUBYK QUARTET 
YARDEIRD SUT, 1O(MEMBERS) $1 (GUESTS) 


PREVUE 


Dubyk’s musical idols aren’t 
restricted to his fellow sax players, 
however. 

“I don’t even know if it's all saxo- 
phone right now,” he explains. “I'm 
just trying to gather as much feel from 
people as possible. It could be piano 
players, or drummers, or ...” 


THE UPCOMING GIG is pulling double 
duty as both a concert and a release 
party. The debut CD from the Jerrold 
Dubyk Quartet, The Way You See It, was 
released in September, but Dubyk’s 
other job—teaching band at Victoria 
School—has necessitated delaying the 
disc's formal launch in his hometown. 
You might think a jazz musician would 
chafe at doing something so prosaic as 
teaching junior high kids their musical 
ABCs, but you'd be wrong. 


«man goes from school to stage 





"I'm a band teacher. | say that very 
proudly,” he proclaims. “ It’s a fantas- 
tic balance. | love teaching. | get really 
energized from the students, and then 
I can come home and I can be a musi- 
cian. I'm involved in music all day.” 

Of course, teaching 10 months of 
the year can make things like touring 
a little difficult. 

“Yeah, you know, I can only go in 
the summer," says Dubyk. “But then 
that’s okay, too, because what would I 
be doing in the summer? Nothing. 
And the summer is when some of the 
festivals happen, and summer is 
when I can get away the furthest or 
the longest.” 

Despite being just two months 
removed from his debut album, 
Dubyk is already dreaming up the 
next one. 

“| wanna do another [record] soon. I 
don't know what the definition of 
‘soon’ is, but I'm already starting to 
think of it,” he says. “Hopefully, I'll get 
things together within a year and we'll 
kind of approach it from there." v 


ormer punk finds out that smashing 
hings isn’t the Only way to change 


VAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
‘fit seems like things couldn't be 
| any better for Joey Only, leader of 
the Joey Only Outlaw Band, that's 
Pecause, well, they probably couldn't 
>. After years of travelling around on 
s own by way of hitchhiking and 
feyhound, Only formed his band a 
Pw years ago and has been reaping 
le rewards ever since. Upon reaching 
outlaw country singer in Vancou- 
er, he explained that his most recent 
lows have been the most successful 
‘has ever played. 
“We've played some big shows 
lore and been on stage in front of a 
and people before, but that was 
tivals and things, whereas these 
st few shows were just us coming to 
m and people came out in scores,” 
© enthuses. “After years and years 
ie years of working, when you start 
ng that you start thinking that 
















es | SUN, NOV 18(8 PM) 


=| JOEY ONLY OUTLAW BAND 
ee | WITHA MOVIES AUDIO ROCKETRY 
2K | MEAD HALL (10940 - 166A ST NW), $8 (ALL AGES) 


maybe you weren't crazy all that time.” 


ONLY, WHO IS A former self-described 
gutter punk and a former front-line 
social activist, is interested in chang- 
ing people’s opinions, but explains 
that his outlook and his methods have 
changed considerably since he started 
making music in the hopes of smash- 
ing the state, instead of actually 
smashing things. 

“One thing I find about activists is 
because of the anger and the lan- 
guage, they don't really relate to com- 
mon people that well. You don’t have 
to convince anyone in Canada that 
the government's fucked, cops are 


bastards, taxes are too high, Ameri- 
cans are running the show—you don't 
have to convince anyone in this coun- 
try that these things are bad, it's how 
you talk about it,” he says. “I think 
that what’s changed with me is that 
I've got a lot more respect for working 
people than ! did 10 years ago.” 

And though Only is thrilled at the 
prospect of being on the road, he’s 
also excited about a film he recently 
made that will be available at his 
upcoming show. 

“ve made a little movie called No 
Glam Rock Country Star, about a tour I 
did through Canada in 2006. There's 
musicians in it travelling with me like 
Rae Spoon, Washboard Hank and 
other people and going to towns and 
talking to people and having weird 
experiences—there often isn’t a lot of 
money or fame in this, but there's a lot 
of fun, It does pay off in the end." v 
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The six-million-dollar band like: 
cheerleading and Black Blood 


BILL RADFORD / bill@vueweekly.com 
onathan Cummins, the frontman 
of Montreal's Bionic, can’t under- 
stand why reviewers keep saying 
is band is metal. 

“We keep getting compared to heavy 
metal, which we all like, but we don't 
really see it,” he contends. “Like, we 
Kinda come more from the Stooges, 
MCS, Black Flag kinda school, and we 
keep getting compared to metal. And 
we have a cheerleader thing on our 
record, | mean, [how much] more non- 
metal could you get?” 

The band’s latest record, the one 
with the marching band/cheerleader 
thing, is called Black Blood, and it has 
been getting good reviews since its 
release in late September. It’s full of 
heavy riffs, but it doesn't get weighted 
down and stays infectious. Cummins 
doesn’t expect it to be too commer- 
cially successful, though, and has 
sounded off about the Canadian 
media's portrayal of the scene before. 

“My whole thing within Canada is 
that I think Canada, especially with 
media, is constantly looking over its 
shoulder going, like, ‘Well, what's 

cool now? Is this cool?’ And looking 
to the States and stuff, and there's a 
bit of closed mindedness as to what's 
considered hip in Canada,” he 
explains. “Whereas for a band like us 
and the kind of music we play, there is 


SS | MON. NOV 19 (8 Fe) 

= | BIONIC 

ce | WITH TRIGGER EFFECT AND THE GET DOWN 
| THEPAWN SHOP S12 


already a built in market in the US 
that’s more accessible to us. 

“But at the same time, I'm a strict 
believer that there are these people who 
are sorta disenfranchised, or the media 
will have them feel disenfranchised 
with this kind of music, that are fans of 
this, but you don’t really read about 
rock bands that much,” he laments. 
"Like, you won't see a rock band on the 
Polaris Prize list for example.” 


STILL, CUMMINS DOESNT think that any 
of this means things are hopeless for 
his band or his kind of music, noting 
that plenty of people are coming out to 
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the band’s shows. He sees his |, 
Signed by Force, as a leade; , 
Canadian rock scene and on 

reasons for Bionic’s growing popular 

“Here at Signed by Force w 
ting emails all the time from 
who are like, ‘Thank God, it's 
time.’ It’s somebody in Canada 
doing a label that’s not main\y »q, 
music,” he relishes. “And ther: 
any other label like Signed by fF: 
Canada right now.” 

“I poke a lot of fun at the Cana 
indie rock sacred cows, I'll put it | 
way,” he explains, adding that ii 
his way of proving a point. “Whe: 
taking the piss out of Broken Socj;j 
Scene, I actually like their first ¢ 
a lot. I thought the second one \, 
little weak. But I’m just basically pok.| 
ing fun at people’s percepti: 
what Canadian indie rock is.’ v { 
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ch more benign than, say, a 
d bed-liver or a gun-wielding 
an Small Sins so 
coud tid himself of the demo- 
‘dynamic of his former group, the 
la inde tock group the Carna- 
. As Small Sins gained in populari- 
wever, his live band has begun to 
more influence over how the 
gs are written and played. 

| need to feel 100 per cent confi- 
with the product I'm putting out. 
‘over the days of accepting not 
fect. There’s too many records I’ve 
fed on that I haven't been happy 
h the results, and I just can't do 
anymore,” he says. “With this, 
it’s like the best of both worlds—I 
control things, but having other 
pples’ input has its benefits.” 

e thing D'Arcy wasn't able to con- 
i, however, was how few people 
suld show up to the band’s show 
they recently played Boston—on 
first night of the World Series. 

jt was a little thin,” D'Arcy laughs 


BILLIARD 
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about the night. “We had had a bad 
week that week—I was really sick and 
pretty useless all day and stumbling 
around onstage, we had terrible luck 
with opening bands canceling all week, 
and then the World Series happening 
and basically no one showed up. Peo- 
ple in Boston really love their baseball.” 


LUCKILY FOR D’ARCY, it seems that 
people everywhere but Boston are 
really connecting with his music. 
Whether it’s critics wondering about 
the recurring gun imagery—D’Arcy 
says he probably stretched the 
metaphor extra thin—or fans wanting 





mr CENTRE ICE HOCKEY 





atch ALL 


THE M 


your favourite NHL teams at 


METRO with NHL Centre Ice! 


Watch Every Game Here? 





Lo talk about his song 


peperk plug in your pocket or 


iv 


Dustin Rabin 





“Drunk E- 
Mails,” things are certainly picking up. 

“The last few weeks on the road I 
keep getting peoples’ stories about 
the drunk emails they've sent,” he 
laughs. “Nobody can remember what 
they wrote—probably because they 
were drunk. Ali they know is they 
wrote something they shouldn't have 
and now they're in trouble.” 

For D'Arcy, who first started doing 
this whole musician thing when he 
was 16, there's nothing else he could 
ever see himself enjoying more than 
playing music. That said, there is a 
skill that the young musician thinks 
he ought to learn—and hey, it might 
come in handy on the road one day. 

“| think a man needs to be able to fix 
a car,” he says. “I've always wanted to 
learn how to be a mechanic, not to 
work in a garage or anything, but just 
to know how to fix my own car." Ww 
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CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
ometimes when you embark on 
S: personal journey—say, uni- 
versity—you think that you've 
got a good idea of how long the trip is 
going to take. But as the saying goes, 
if you want to give God a laugh, tell 
him your plans. The cosmos often has 
ways of testing your determination— 
sometimes what you thought would 
take you a few months could end up 
taking twice, three times as long. 

Jah Cutta and the Determina- 
tion Band surely had their mettle 
tested in the making of their album 
Wha Gwan, taking five years from 
start to finish. 

“The number one reason was suffi- 
cient funds, sufficient money,” Jah 
Cutta explains from his Montréal 
home. “Plus, | needed to go and get 
the nght calibration for my album, the 
right calibration as musicians and 
everyone who calibrate and work on 
my album with me. I wanted to get 
the right sound, I wanted to get the 
right music, I wanted to get the right 
feel for the sound, you know?” 

The band recorded the album par- 
tially in Montréal and returned to 
Jamaica to finish it off. There was a 
certain truth to the music that the 
long-time reggae veteran thought he 
could only achieve there. And the 
effort payed off, with Wha Gwan prov- 
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ing to be a break-through record in 
Jamaica for Jah Cutta. 

Five years may seem like a long 
time, but it’s all part of a longer and 
bigger journey—a trip around the 
country and the world spreading the 
positive messages Jah Cutta feels are 
the backbone of reggae: peace, love 
and unity. 


NOT ALL REGGAE artists are on the 


same page, however. In recent years, 
a growing number of dancehall 
singers have offered up explicit lyrics 
that promote hatred and violence, 
especially against homosexuals. And 
there has been a concerted effort 
among activists, targeting the likes of 
Beenie Man, Sizzla and Buju Banton, 
to combat what they call murder 
music, which they deem to be hate 
speech. The actions have even result- 
ed in show cancellations for these 
artists across the globe. 

For Jah Cutta, there is no place in 
the reggae menu for murder music. 

“I don’t know why disc jockey play 
those songs, | don’t know why they 
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record those bullshit,” } 
emphatically, “because anytim, 
sing garbage and try to fore 
garbage in the mouth of peop| 
you're giving them bad thin, 
digest, bad things to eat 

"Me don’t accept that in 
music. Reggae music is n 
those things. We rebuke thos« 
we burn that out!” he continy 
“You listen to Burning Spea; 
listen to Bob Marley, you lis 
Dennis Brown, you listen 
Tosh, you listen to those grea 
pioneers, they sing real reality 
sing life. When people come « 
ten to my group, and listen 
singing, they’re coming to hea 
good words of message—¢oo( 
words! Of eye-opener. Good wor 
of reality, love and joy. We wa: 
forget about the problem « 
world and dance for a moment and 
enjoy your mind.” 

It’s this outpouring that gives a 
look at not only Jah Cutta’s jou 
but also at who he is, at his choi 
name. 

“Jah Cutta,” he explain 
means cutting the bad thing 
and leaving it purified and good.’ 

And as anyone who love 
knows, there’s nothing like 
sweaty skanking to make 
purified and good. v 
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Hatha feet Ashiang 
tel 451. 8131 
12039 4 127 Street 
www.edmontonyogastudio. coll 








Now On saa 


January 7 - Sold Out 
January 8 - On Sale Now 
Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium al 


reserved seating 


www.bluerodea.com 


or less" 


Your favourite Swedish 
band return with the 
definitive kick-your-ass, 
funky, fun, & of course 
rock n rollin’ record of 
your life! Includes 
"Tick Tick Boom” 


tek & 1/2 ~ SPIN 


| vwoww.thehivesbroadcastingservies.com 
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NOV. 23RD 
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od 
510.00 AT THE DODD 
$5.00 FOQ OITCH 
PASS WOLDERS 


WIN PRIZES FQ SEXIEST 
SLEEPWEAR. IROST 
MATERESTING MASK AND 
MOST WUACKED OUT 
SLIPPERS 


D MOVIES, TWISTER AND 
SUADOW QOXES 


spunstnca 9. ] PSERYICES Fe 


$3.25 Hi-BALLZ 
$3.25 DOM BEER 
$4.25 PINTS OF BIG ROCK 
$12.75 FIGS OF BIG ROCK 
ALL NIGHT LONG! 

| | DOORS 8:30 PM 

-LNO MINORS 
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PASSENGER ACTION New etry xxxmasi 
eee HOSTS OF MODERN MAN 
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www.newcitycompound.com 
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NEW CITY ak re | 
xe, = | 
LIKWID «; =? LOUNG 
ONE DRINK SPECIAL - OPEN TIL CLOSE - 7 DAYS A WEEK 
$3.25 HI-BALLS AND DOM. BEER: 
$4.25 PINTS OF a i 
BIG ROCK $2 Hee 
$12.75 JUGS OF | FROM S- Tay 
BIG ROCK 


EVERY DAY - ALL THE TIME - NICE N’ SIMPLE 


Western Canada’s Home For Underground Culture | 
= a www newcitycompound.com 
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PARTY DEC. 23RD 


MUSIC 








THE ARROGANT WORMS 
THU NOV 15 & FL, NOV 16 (7:30 Ph) 
HORIZON STAGE SPRUCE GROVE) $5-S30 
DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE 

(FORT SASKATCHEWAN, $2450 $76.40 


hide 
—) 
co 
Cc 
a. 


going and going, Like “Celine Dion,” 
put to album (Dirt) back in 1999. 

“Its funny, for someone who's sold 
so many albums worldwide, most 
people we run into don't actually like 
her. So I don’t know who's actually 
buying them,” he says. “I think that’s 


Arrogant Worms are, well, idiots 


song that we have done on three con- , 
tinents and it works equally well, no 
matter where we are. And you find 
yourself apologizing for her, but that 
song's had legs.” 


And, unlike the Worms, you might 





YM / carolyn@vueweokly.com 
ve all heard some stat or 
: eer that says folks can 
expect to have multiple 
in their lifetimes. Some 
is say it’s five, some say more, 
they all kind of mean is the 
thing: don’t get too comfortable, 
be changing the colour of your 
n in a few years, anyway. 
en the Arrogant Worms 
d to play with musical comedy 
in the ‘90s, it never really 
med to anyone in the band that 
d still be at it over 15 years later. 
5 one did,” bassist and singer 
; Patterson admits. “We're finally 
point where we don’t think that 
explode tomorrow. And that 
a long time-—to get to that point. 
























We've got some work booked into 
2009 already, so we know we have to 
at least keep it together until then. 

“When you're finished university, 
you think, ‘Well, this is my two-year 
fun job and then maybe I'll have to 
find a real job after that,’” he adds. 
“But it’s turned into a real job and it’s 
something that is a going concern all 
of the time.” 

if the band did decide to disband 
after the gigs in 2009, however, its 
members—with Patterson, Mike 
McCormick and Trevor Strong—would 
have some things to pad their resumés 
with, besides “goofy entertainers.” Sev- 
eral of their songs have, after all, 
ended up in textbooks—from English 
to science—across the country. 

"It’s kind of cool ... you show your 


November 23rd 


Kids that, and it’s like, “You may think 
I'm an idiot, but I’m in a textbook! So 
I'm officially an idiot,” Patterson says 
“But that kind of stuff is what we con- 
sider value-added, and it’s just one of 
those things that we would never 
consider getting out of this career.” 


THE BAND'S BLEND of folk music and 


irreverent lyrics, about everything from 
the size of Canada to our beloved 
beaver to the more universal “Teenage 
Angst,” has seen the Arrogant Worms 
through 11 albums (including one Best 
of), and a romp with the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra several years ago. 
And as the band’s last album came out 
almost two years ago, there is most cer- 
tainly another very much in the works. 

“The shows that we're doing in 
Alberta, in Spruce Grove and Fort 
Saskatchewan, we're trying out a 
whole bunch of new songs, actually,” 
Patterson says. “Because once you 
write it, it’s really hard to know if it's 
funny anymore until you get fresh 
ears on it. So it’s a nice thing that we 
get to road test any new song before 
we record it.” 

Many of the band’s already record- 
ed 100-plus songs, however, just keep 





also find yourself wishing that she'd 
finally move onto career number two. v 


an example of a universal song, like a 


“HORSE SOLDIER! 
HORSE SOLDIER!” 


IN STORES NOW! 





November 23rd, 7pm 
Myer Horowitz Theatre 









LIVE AT REXALL PLACE 
THURS APRIL 3®°, 2008 


TICKETS ON SALE 
FRIDAY NOV 16TH AT 4°M 


in the CKUA team as we celebrate es years of history with a LIVE variety show broadcast. 
he lineup includes: 

A re-creation of the popular 1950's program, Hawaiian Sunset 

» A scene from the CKUA drama Guy Faulkrand: Gentleman Adventurer 

+The CKUA “Staff and Friends’ All Star Band 

+ Door prizes and of course - CAKE! 


Tickets $10 — available at www.ckua.com or 428-7595 
ckua 


MUSIC 


WWW CORBLU! DAGON 


7 www.stonyplainrecords.com 











NOV 15-NOV 21,2007 WAU 


4] 


= NEW SOUNDS 


CR AVERY 
MAGIC HOUR SAILOR SONGS 
BONGO BEAT 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

There are plenty of musicians who 
would like to be called poets, but few 
whose work can actually stand up as 
poetry. Of course, there’s some sub- 
jectivity to that assessment, but 
there's a general consensus that folks 
like Bob Dylan and Tom Waits are 
among those who write lyrics that can 
hold their own apart from the accom- 
panying music, and CR Avery is a 
young writer who is a legitimate con- 
tender in that arena, too. 

On his latest release, Magic Hour 
Sailor Songs, Avery picks up where he 
left off with his last album, 
Chainsmoking Blues, taking the urban 
flavourings that he has found in the 
inspirations of life in the big city, and 
mixing them with the rural sound- 
scapes that he’s gathered in his trav- 
els across North America and Europe. 

Magic Hour opens up with Avery 
dropping some subtle beatboxing 
over top of a moody string section as 
he relates the tale of “The Boxer Who 
Just Returned From London." It’s a 
gritty story, and Avery’s spoken-word 
vocal ebbs and flows, rising up and 
then pulling back to the edge of des- 
peration. His voice is as much an 


instrument here as the strings are. 

From there, the gentle plucking of a 
banjo and some female harmony 
vocals accompany Avery on “New 
Stanzas For Amazing Grace.” Late in 
the tune, Avery pulls out his best 
blues harp for a solo that passes 
graceful and clambours towards reck- 
less, giving the song an edge that 
defies the tools he’s working with. 

That's true of much of the album; 
there’s a gospel feel that reoccurs 
throughout, but it lacks the pristine 
quality that a church setting gives to 
the style. This is street-gospel, 
which, like the urban and rural 
music that Avery draws from, is 
coated in an uncomfortable layer of 
grime while still offering comforting 
arms for the both listener and Avery 
himself. 

Despite the wide variety of music 
genres that Avery dips into, he 
never seems to be chasing after a 
sound that is anything but an 
instinctive part of his soul. He beat- 
boxes alongside banjos and strings, 
or an organ grinds out a soulful 
groove while he drifts naturally 
between spoken-word and singing. 
Even on “Down at the Café,” which 
is the closest Avery comes to actu- 
ally sounding like someone else—in 
this case, it’s Waits in both the 


growling, slightly distorted vocal - 


C.R. AVERY 


and the jerky guitar solo—the effect 
is more one of being inspired: by 
another performer, finding song- 
writing fodder in the same under- 
side of life that others have 
searched in before, than simply 
rehashing another's work. 

Through it all, the thing that 
remains at the forefront of the 
album—even more so then the 
lyrics—is the emotion that Avery 
invests in his vocal performance, tak- 
ing his words and forcing them to tell 
stories that cross many boundaries. 
It's obvious,-though, that words are 
what inspires Avery. A note on the 
accompanying CD booklet indicates 
that “this is a separate set of words 
to accompany you places where 
music cannot.” The effect that the 
booklet achieves is to act as a sort of 
counterpoint to the album itself, pro- 
viding a glimpse of other places in 
the world as Avery sees it. The pic- 
ture is somehow more complete after 
hearing the songs and then reading 
the poetry—or vice versa—offering 
other perspectives that might have 
otherwise gone unheard. 





IN JUST 3 WEEKS FIND OUT ABOUT ALL THE COOL STUFF THAT 
WILL WIN YOU PRAISE IF YOU GIVE THEM AS GIFTS! 





NOV 15 - NOV 21, 2007 


MUSIC 





BUCK 65 
SITUATION 
STRANGE FAMOUS 


LEWIS KELLY / lewis @vueweekly.com 

Situation is perhaps the most polished 
full-length record to date from Richard 
Terfry—aka Buck 65. While fans of 
2005's awesome Secret House Against 
the World may disagree, Terfry's latest 
release is a quality production. Articu- 
late and intoxicating, Situation is as 
diverse as it is wonderful. Terfry dons 
and discards narrative masks like a 
playwright: one track he's a belligerent 
cop, the next a hobo and after that a 
smut photographer. Smut photogra- 
pher? Yeah, Situation definitely has a 
lewd streak through it, so if you're a 
Catholic minister you might want to 
give it a pass. For everyone who enjoys 
the odd dirty joke, though, Situation 
might be just what you need. 


4 BONJOUR'S PARTIES 
‘iste DRIFT DOWN TO THE BROOK 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

Does anyone remember that band 
from Saskatoon called No Birds? It was 
like an indie orchestra with violins and 
french horns and guitars and energy, 
but with a certain laid-back feel and 
some electronic sounding drone-y ele- 
ments. 4 bonjour's parties gives the 
same kind of effect, but includes this 
sort of space-y dreamy Japanese ele- 
ment to it all. Whereas No Birds is tied 
to the land and solid in the way most 
prairie bands are, the members of 4 
bonjour's parties have their heads in 
the clouds. In a good way. 

And boy would I ever love to see 
this band live. A seven piece, the 
musicians switch instruments mid- 
song in order to create their sound- 
scapes and have been likened to 
those sliding puzzles that annoyed 
you every Christmas morning when 
you inexplicably found one in the toe 
of your stocking. What an amazing 
visual spectacle that would be. Any- 
way, the music itself is enough for 
now and maybe if the band gets big 
enough they'll come visit. 


ist= 


recordsacds 


untrue LP/co 
bunal 


top 10 sellers 


01. la cucaracha ween 
02. flying club cup beirut 


03. magic flowers droned psychedelic horseshit 
04. night falls over kortedala jens lekman 


05. cease to begin band of horses 


ILE MOVES UNDEAN 
DRIP AUDIO “ 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vuewe.)),, _ 
It's the rare instrumental band wo... | 
beyond recognizable genres tj, 4 | 
sidle right up to the front, demand \o,,. | 
attention and put on a circy- rh 
Inhabitants don’t make inoffe,... 
music to buffer you through teq,. _ 
tasks that nevertheless Tequire 
much concentration for lyric 
group's sophomore album, The 5,,, 
ture Moves Underneath, isn't te:,,; 
jammy, only sparingly jaz2, a 
absolutely not an atmospheric foo 
from a soundtrack to anything, it’ 
main event—somewhere bet 
Miles Davis's Bitches’ Brew, Do \\ 
Say Think’s more noir-ish instrun) I 
tals and some serious prog and 
retro freakouts. The Vancouver qu; 
has managed to cohere a backway, 
glancing, forward-moving o: 
effects and experimentation thai 
overly self-indulgent. 


JAMES MURDOCH 
IN TRANSIT 
INDICA 


LEWIS KELLY / lewis @vueweekly.com 

As far as production values go, in 

sit is top-notch. It starts with the 
notes, which fold out into an aesth 
cally pleasing, surprisingly we! 
designed musical road map that |e: 
you know who played what on whi: 
track. This is actually quite useful 
the inquiring listener, as James M\ 
doch and his bandmates swap in: 
ments throughout the course oi! 
record like swingers swap partn: 
The proof, though, is in the pudding 
the sound of In Transit is immaculat: 
which is all the more impressive when 
you think about the absurd numbe: 
different instruments that appea 
the album. Strings, horns, all mann 
of guitar and piano and a back-up choi 
all jump in and out of the action at vari 
ous points, but everything is clear as 
bell, even during wall-of-sound 
moments, of which there are man 
The only real chink in this album's | 


10443a - 124 street 
780.732.1132 | 
www.listenrecords.ne! 
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shelter from the ash rep 


06. shepherd's dog iron & wine 
07. situation buck 65 

08. 8 supersilent 

09. hvart/neim sigur ros 

10. s/t faust 






































‘bill@vueweekly.com 
great idea. You know 
ry hip-hop album has a 
about girls, and it usu- 
Vy not do a whole album of 
| news is that “I Got It from 
already on the radio 
mall speakers is the 
‘the CD. The next single 
be “The Donque Song” 
“donkey") which is also 
d annoying. The rest of the 
5um is decent and even soulful at 
es, but it never rises above good 


SEU BANS UA FORET EN PLEIN 


// bryan@vueweekly.com 
s is a pretty typical release for K 
I guess. For a record company 
't known what typical means 
the mid-'80s, this is it. Songs in 
nch, with lyrics translated into Russ- 
in, English, Chinese, Korean and as 
other languages as you could 
ame, with intimate arrangements— 
ie of which feel as if they've been 
pletely improvised—this is as typi- 
K Records gets. So it's not exact- 
tape fodder, unless you're 
ng the strangest girl in the world, 
uld be awesome to underscore 
ty full of hipsters. One thing 
WOELY stand out from 
ar K Records artists is how 


ic territory. This 
bring U e normal intimacy 
sound, but can also deliver 


— 


There's no end to the number of 


bands who score critical acclaim, only 
to have those same reviewers turn 
against them later in their careers. 
Heck, it's what makes NME worth 
reading. There are always going to be 
bands accused of selling out, or ignor- 
ing their fans by changing their sounds 
later in their careers, 


So, just a month after Radiohead 


announced it was making its new /n 


Rainbows album available online, giv- 
ing those who download the album 
the choice whether or not to pay for it, 
we can expect to feel ... guess what? 
A backlash. 

That's because the band recently 
announced it had signed a deal with 
XL, a label known for promoting avant- 
garde British acts, to put out a physi- 
cal release of In Rainbows for 2008. 

Look, it's not a shock that Radiohead 
is putting out the record as a physical 
release. The band had always planned 
to put out a deluxe CD, with added art- 
work and packaging. It was advertised 
on the /n Rainbows site, and was going 
to sell for over $80. So, the XL deal isn’t 
that much of a stretch. 

The issue here isn’t the people who 
plan to spend gobs of money on the 
deluxe sets. The issue is the people 
who decided to pay for the download. 
According to the Associated Press, a 
month after the release of /n Rain- 
bows, 38 per cent of those who down- 


= | QUICK SPINS 


— | WHITEY avo TB PLAYER 
=S | quickspins@vueweekly.com 


SIGUR ROS 
HVART & HEIM 


Twelve years of the same 
Plaintive Nordic wailing and 
\'m still not bored yet 


BOB MARLEY & THE WAILERS 
ANOTHER DANCE: RARITIES FROM 
STUDIO 1 

HEARTBEAT 

None of the boring 


Played shit that makes me wanna 
Empty the chamber 


RICHARD YOUNGS 
AUTUMN RESPONSE 
JAGJAGWAUR 

I've heard of artists 
Suffering for their art but, 
Must fans suffer too? 


PERCEE P 
PERSEVERANCE 
STONES THROW 

Well, it’s about time! 


Throw a crown on this fucker: 
King of the fast raps 


Preédom of choice or a ripoff? 


| s ENTER SANDOR 
SI steven@weweeklycom 


In the music industry, one thing is cer- 
tain: after an artist achieves greatness 
or does something profound, there is 
sure to be backlash. No musician who 
achieves acclaim is immune. 


loaded the album made payments. 
Those payments worked out to an 
average of US$6 each. 

Of course, most downloaded files 
don’t have the same sound quality of 
vinyl or CDs; out of those people who 
paid, surely there were some out there 
who would have preferred to get the 
Music in a conventional CD that's worth 
about $15. Maybe not an expensive box, 
but a traditional CD would have been 
fine. Thinking that a basic CD wasn't 
going to come out, they forked over for 
the download, putting up with sound 
quality that was just, well, okay. Now, 
with a better-sounding XL release on the 
way, they may feel gypped that they 
paid for the online version of the album 
~ The topic came up when | chatted 
with Kris Burwash of Edmonton's Lis- 
ten Records & CDs. He said people 
have told him they are displeased that 
they've paid for the download, and 
now a proper disc is coming out. 

“Basically, people paid for a leak of 
the band’s new album—and the leak 
came from the band itself,” he said. 

Now that fans know a regular CD 
release is coming, it will be interest- 
ing to see if, in the coming months 
before XL releases /n Rainbows, if the 
number of people paying for down- 
loads holds at 38 per cent. I'm thinking 
that the number will go down, as the 
goodwill or guilt factor that hit com- 
puter users when they got to the 
download screen is now gone. 

Problem is, | think most diehard 
Radiohead fans have already got the 
album. And that’s where that backlash 
may come from. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


THE LIBERTINES 

TIME FOR HEROES: THE BEST OF 
ROUGH TRADE 

| gotta admit 

This was a great band before 
Pete went bananas! 


RYANDAN 
RYANDAN 
Utd 


Identical twins 
Croon effeminate covers, 
Flaunt their vaginas 


SERJ TANKIAN 
ELECT THE DEAD 


SOAD singer/lead kook ; 
Does himself proud with new disc 
Still looks like Zappa 


COHEED AND CAMBRIA 

NO WORLD FOR TOMORROW 
COLUMBIA 

The new sound of suck: 
Sounds a lot like Rush b-sides 
And vacuum cleaners 


ORANGE AND HER BAND 
a ORANGE AND HER BAND 


Slacker collective 
Play like they just don’t care. So... 
Why the hell should we? 


MUSIC 








Tix $7 tia OOH 
IX9E imine goo 
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= EVENTS 
= WEEKLY 


THE (ALMOST) FULL MOON CAFE Lions Park Club House 
{731-5355} * Drumming circle (7:30pm): acoustic musicians, 
poets, ertists opan stage; afl ages welcome © Sat, Nov. 17 
(8pm) © $5 (donation at door} 


ARTS OUTREACH BIG BANDS Mactwen's Centre for the 
As (437-4303) For musicians of ail levels to play a vari- 
‘ety of music © Tue or Wed (7:30-9:30pm) 


AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside Presbyterian 
Church basement, N. door, § Bernard Dr, Bishop St, Sir 
Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert * For adult children of 
alcoholic and dysfunctional families « Meet each Mon 
including holidays (7:30pm) 
CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205-101 St 
(479-1995) © Basketball: Mon (5-7pm) * Healing Circle; 
Mon (6-8pm) ¢ Boxing; Mon/Thu (7-Spm), Tue (5-7pm) © 
Volleyball; Tus (6-Spm) * Sewing Circle; Tue (6-8pm) © 
Beadwork Class; Wed (6-8pm) ¢ C.N.FC. Pow-wow; Wed 
{6-Spm) * Hip-Hop Class; every Thu (5-7pm) © Cree Class: 
Thu (6-8pm) ¢ Elders and Residency; Fri (all day) * Safe 
Using and Harm Reduction; last Fri each month (T1am- 
12pm) * Tobacco Reduction; every Fri (1-2pm) * Drop-in 
Night Fri (6-8pm) 


CELEBRATING OUR STRENGTH Star of the North Retreat 
(459-5511) © A Prayer Service to End Violence Against 
Women ¢ Sun, Nov. 25 (7:30pm) * Donation 


(CUIMATE WARS Myer Horowitz Theatre, U of A (492-2692) 
* An examination of the environmental and political ramifica- 
tions of climate change, lecture by Gwynne Dyer © Wed, 
Now. 21 (7:30pm) © Free 


CLUB CU SOLEIL SINGLES DANCE Italian-Canadian 
Seniors Drop-in Centre, 9111-110 Ave (988-4144) © Dance 
(Spm-lam}; free hustle lessions (@Spm) © Sat, Nov. 17 ¢ $10 
{member\/$13 (guest); Food Bank donations accepted 


THE EDMONTON NATURE CLUB Roya! Alberta Museum © 
Meeting featuring Martin Krkosek lecture Salmon Farming, 
Disease, and the Future of British Columbia's Coastal 
Ecosystems © Fri, Nov. 16 (7:30pm) 


ENERGY, SUSTAINABILITY, AND ALBERTA’S FUTURE 
‘Stanley Milner Branch, Main Floor Centre Core © Presented 
by Diana Gibso © Thu, Nov. 15 (12:05-12:50pm) © Free 


ENVISION EDMONTON Pieasantview Community League, 
10860-57 Ave © Discussions focusing on City Council's out- 
comes of sustainability: environmental, social and cultural, 
economic development and governance * Thu, Nov. 15 (5- 
8:30pm) © Free 


EVERYONE'S DOWNSTREAM: TAR SANDS REALITIES 
AND RESISTANCE « A conference to explore the links 
between oppression and self-determination ® Nov. 24-25¢ 
A series of panel discussions Jed by guests; Nov. 24 at the 
Engineering, Teaching and Leaming Complex. U 0 fA, Rm 
ETLE 1 001 © A chance for the multitude of groups and indi- 
viduals attending to sit down and discuss a collective way 
forward; Nov. 25 at the Telus Building . U of A Campus, Rm 
TEL 217-219 


FROM CRISIS TO HOPE BUILDING JUST AND 
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES University of Alberta cam- 
pus, wwwualberta.ca/parkland (492-8558) « The Parkland 
institute's 11th Annual Fall Conference; Nov. 16-18 * Myer 
Horowitz Theatre, Students" Union Building; Why market 
solutions’ won't fix climate problems: The case of South 
Africa with Patrick Bond: Fri, Nov. 16 {7pm) © ETLC; is 
Nuclear the Answer? by Paul Gunter; Sat, Nov. 17 (1am) « 
ETLC: Where We Live and What We Fat: Home Cooked 
Sustainability by Nettie Wiebe; Sun, Nov. 18 (10am) © ETLC; 
mity Development: A Vision for the Future 
by Dr. Ann Dale: Sun, Nov. 18 (3pm) 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale School, 6415- 

105 St (459-9775) www.imagesab.ca * Meets the Znd and 

Sth Thu (8pm) each month featuring presentations, speakers, 
IPS, outings. Photographers of all levels are welcome 

$40 (membership)/$50 {family|/$20 ‘full-time student); visi- 

tors may attend three times before joining 


KEEP ALBERTA NUCLEAR FREE RALLY Steps of the 
Alberta Legisiature, www.sierraclub.ca/prairie/nuclear.htm 
* Rally, including speeches by community leaders/activists 
ice River/Whitecourt, the Sierra Club and Paul 
Gunter * Mon, Noy. 19 (11am) 













=] © Thu, Nov. 15 (7-8pm) 
LEPCIS MAGNA: THE CREATION (AND RE-CREATION) 
OF A ROMANO-LIBYAN CITY Humanities Lecture Theatre 

; ogical Institute of America, presented by 
Nov. 22 (7pm) 










REFLECTIONS ON THE FUTU 
REFUGEES (21 2 


bag lunch « 


RIVERDALE NETZERO ENERGY HOUSE 10004-87 St « 


lem-4:30pm) © Free: 


10G35-84 Ave 
* Nov. 17 (8pm- 
lam) $7 


‘THOUGHTFUL TUESDAYS Tea Lounge. 1111682 
‘Ave (988-8105) * my Hear igh Cost of 
Satake 


TIBETAN BUDDHIST Westmount Community League, 
10970-127 St (451-7964) * View of Death and Dying, public 
talk by Buddhist master H_£. Ayang Rinpocha: Nov. 21 (7pm); 
donation * Series of Rare Tibetan Buddhist Teachings and 
Blessings: Nov, 22-25; $150 (full saries\/$80 (weekend only) 


WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD CEB 325 (Civil 
Engineering Building . behind CAB) © Film: The Children of 
Leningradsty; Fiona Cavanaugh (Change for Children) will lead 
4 brief discussion following the film * Wed, Nov. 21 (Spm) 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona Farmers’ 
Market © Silent vigil the 1st and 3rd Sat (10-1 1am) each 
month, stand in silence for a world without violence 


QUEER LISTINGS 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) © Large 
tavem with pool tables, restaurant. shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) © 
Open nightly Spm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm © Sun: Rotating drag 
shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust 
Lounge and GoDiva and Donatella NE1 in The GoDonna 
Show, BJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip con- 
test with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy © 
Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser © Wed: Hump. 
day with DJ Sexxy Sean * Thu: Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fallow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: 
We made ‘em famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for 
men only, free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jesper Ave 
(482-7960) © Open 24/7 © www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT © A mature social group, cou- 
ples and singles welcome * E-mail 
edmontonmusicnight@hotmail.com for more info 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 St * A group of older gay men and 
their admirers who have common social interests meet the 
2nd Sun (2:30pm) of most months for a social period, a short 
meeting and @ quest speaker, discussion panel or a potluck 
Supper. Special interest groups meet for other social activities 
throughout the month. email edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, 

www. primetimersww.org/edmonton 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www teamedmonton.ca 
* Women's Drop-In Recreational Badminton; Oliver Schoo! 
Gym, 10227-118 St (455-3620); Wed (6-7:30pm) © Ballroom 
dancing; all genders; ballroom@teamedmonton.ca * 
Bootcamp; St. Alphonsus. 11624-81 St Mon (7-8pm); boot- 
camp@teamedmonton.ca * Bowling: Gateway Lanes, 100 
3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat (5-7pm); bowling@teamedmonton.ca 
* Curling with Pride: Granite Curling Club, 8620-107 St Mon 
(7:15pm) until Mar, 17, 2008; curlina@teamedmonton.ca * 
Outdoor Pursuits: Ski/Snowboard Trip to Banff and Lake 
Louise; Jan. 25-27; outdoorpursuits@teamedmonton.ca * 
Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; running@teamedmonton.ca © 
Swimming: NAIT pool, 11762-106 St; Tue (8-9pm), Thu (7:30- 
8:30pm); swimming@teamedmonton.ca * Volleyball; 101 
Amiskiwacy Academy, Municipal Airport Terminal just off 
Kingsway; Wed recreational (8-10pm); recvolleyball@teamed- 
monton.ca; Thu Intermediate; volleyball@teamedmonton.ca 
* YOGA (Hatha): Free Lion's Breath Yoga; every Sun (2- 
3:30pm); yogs@teamedmonton.ca 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact?@hivedmonton.com * 
Programs and support services for people affected and 
infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, advoca- 
cy and public awareness campaigns 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization 
for lesbian. gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer (LGBTQ) 
faculty, graduate student, academic, straight allies and sup- 
port staff * 3rd Thu each month {fall/winter terms): Speakers 
Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St. www.edmlivingposi- 
tive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confidential 
peer support to people living with HIV © Tue (7-Spm): 
Support group Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 
8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) « 
Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduc- 
tion in French, English and other African languages * 3rd 
and 4th Sat (9am-5pm) each month * Free (member\/$10 
(membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
Wwww.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged 
to participate. Socializing after practices * Every Tue, Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (498-3234) 
* Open: Mon-Thu ipm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm © Youth theatre 
project is developing a play to educate about and reduce 
homophobic bullying. It’s a way for GLBTO and straight identi- 
fied youth to address the problem; no previous theatre experi- 
ence needed, Meetings: Wed (7pm) at the Pride Centre, con- 
tact Emily (Emily@pridecentreofedmonton.org, 488-3234) for 
info * Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: last Sun each month 
{1-Spm, TV room) * Trans Education/Support Group: Support 
and education for transsexual, transgendered, intersexed, 
two-spirited and questioning individuals; 1st, 3rd, last Sun (2- 
4pm) each month with Cody * Sunday Night Men’s Discussion 
Group: Mens social and discussion group; Sun (7pm); Rob 
Wells at robwells780@hotmail.com * Friends and Family 
Playgroup: 2nd Sun (24pm) each month with Noelle, friend- 
sandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca * Monday 
Movie Night: Movie nights with themed movies end discus- 
sion afterwards; Mon * TTIQ Alliance: Support meeting for 
transgender, transsexual, intersex and questioning 2nd Tue 
each month; ttiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 « GLBT 
Seniors Drop-In: Thu (2-4pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 « 
Sick and tired of being sick and tired? Cocaine Anonymous 
meeting: Thu 7-8pm, CA Hotline 425-2715 « HIV Outreach: 
Drop-in circle every other Thu (7pm) * Youth Understanding 
Youth: Youth support and social group; Sat (7-Spm); 
yuy@shaw.ca; www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up and 
Show Up-Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book Study; Sat (12-1); 
suitupshowup@hotmail.com * NDP LGBT Caucus: last Sun 
each month with Jay, 488-3234 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) « Open Thu, Sun 
8pm-3am; Fri Sat Bpm-4am; closed Mon, Tue, Wed © Thu: 
Thursdays are Gorgeous with Hostess Hootie McBoob, fea- 
turing Drag Kings and Queens, burlesque and amateur strip 
the fast Thu each month © Fri: All Request Dance Party with 
DJ Jazzy rotating shows every week © Sat: Always like 
New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) downstairs and DJ Jazzy 
(new music) upstairs * Sun: Flashback Sundays: Featuring 
hostesses Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair, rotating quests. Free 
pool all night long; $3 cover * Weekends: $4 (members)/$6 
(non-memberl/Sun $2 cover 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave (436-1555) « 
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People of all sexual orientations are welcome. Sunday wor 
ship at 10am L a igd 
‘SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS + A woman's social graup 
gathers once a month on Sat for conversation over tea and 
coffee * Information email: 
singlewomen40plus@hotmail.com 

‘STEAMWOAKS 11745 Jaspor Ave (451-5554) * Steam 
baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily (noon) 
© Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick * Sat-Sun Poo! 
Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


BEYOND THE BORDERS OF BORDEAUX Liquor Select, 
8924-149 St (481-6868) * Second Annual Winter Wine 
Festival including finger foods, and a silent auction; hosted by 
the Old Strathcona Youth Society * Fri, Nov. 23 (7-10pm) « 
$40/two for $75 at Liquor Select 

CARNIVAL 2007 HABITAT FOR HUMANITY Northgate 
Lions Centre « Fundraiser, Brazillian samba and Latin dance 
shows hosted by Daiana and Tina * Sat, Nov. 24 (8:30pm) 


EXPOSURE Various events and venues; www.exposurefesti- 
val.ca * Edmonton's queer arts and culture festival * Nov. 
23-Dec. 1 


THE EVE Whitemud Crossing Library, 4211-106 St (496- 
1822) © Feature film rated 14A, violence and disturbing con- 
tent. Cantonese and Thai with English subtitles « Sun, Nov. 
18 (2pm) * Free 

HYTES FALL FUNDRAISER Africa Centre, 1160-127 St * 
Dinner, live music, and a silent auction and art sale * Sat, Nov. 
24 (Bpm door, 7pm dinner) * $25 (student\/$35 (adv) at TIX on 
the Square, Earth's General Store, U of A Student's Union 
Building InfoLink, CloudNine Pajamas; $40 (doar); fundraiser for 
scholarships for young people in the developing world 

JUST CHRISTMAS Alberta Avenue Community Hall, 9210- 
118 Ave (669-0524) * A Global Fair Trade Market * Nov. 23 
(5:30-9pm); Nov. 24 (9:30am-4pm) 

SALVADORAN STUDENT BENEAT SUPPER Hosanna 
Lutheran Church, 9009-163 St (484-3832) * Fundraiser 
Sun, Nov. 18 (6pm) * $15 (adult/$10 (senior/teen)/$5 (child 
8-12yrs)/free 7 yrs and underl/$45 (family) 

SOMETHING FOR THE HEART-WOMEN'S 

McDougall United Church, 10025-101 St (428-1818) « 
Storytelling, readings, and poetry with Timothy J. Anderson, 
Alice Major, John Henry Weinlick * Nov. 24 (9-11am) « $6 
(pre-register by Nov. 20) 

UNITY CENTRE'S SILENT AUCTION AND DINNER 
Kilkenny Community Hall, 14910-72 St (478-6521) * Nov. 23 
{6pm) * $10 

USHERING IN OF THE MARDI GRAS SEASON WITH 
THE BLAUEN FUNKEN German-Canadian Cultural Centre, 
8310 Roper Rd, 51 Ave, wwww.blauenfunken-edmonton.com 
{466-4000) * Crowning of Prince Carnival, Camival Floor 
Show and Dance Sat, Nov. 17 (7:11pm) « $15 

YOUTH JAMBOREE Portugese Culture Centre, 12964-52 St 
(420-1757) ® Variety Show Dinner and Dance with the 
Woe2zo Africa Music and Dance Theatre, Izuba, The Hot 
Steppaz, Rizing Starz, Home Boys and Tumba Babies # Sat, 
Noy. 17 (5pm) * $40 (patron)/$20 (adult}/$10 (youth\/$5 
{child under 10) at TIX on the Square 


KARAOKE 


BILLY BOB’S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain Rd 
(484-7751) # Wed (8pm-12am); Thu, Fri, Sat (9:30pm- 
1:30am): with Right Said Ed 

BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street. St Albert * Wed/Fri 
Karaoke with Shelly 

CASTLEDOWN'S P UB 16753-100 St © Tue (9pm-tam): 
with Off-Key Entertainment 

CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd (472-7696) 
* Thu (10:30pm) * Wed: Name that Tune 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Tue (9:30pm) 
Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) © Fri: Karaoke 
with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 

HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) © Fri (8pm-mid- 
night): Hot Karaoke Productions 

LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd 
(431-5815) © Sun (8pm): With Evolution Entertainment 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (451-0587) * Sat 
(10pm-2am); Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) © Fri (5pm-late): 
Karaoke with Chris 


M0.J0'S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7888) 
* Fri (9:30pm); with Sonia/Prosound Productions 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) © Thu: Karaoke 


WIKITA'S 10162-1004 St (414-0806) © Karaoke Tue and Thu 
(7pm-12am) with Shelley. 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) ® Thu 
(9pm): Name that Tune 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) ® Karaoke 
Mon (9:30pm); with Wil Clark and Mr. Entertainment # Thu 
(9pm): Salsa Rocks 

ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) * Wed/Thu/Sun 
(9:30pm-Zam); with TLC Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St (988- 
5457) * Sat (9pm): Karaoke hosted by Jenny Joy 


PEPPERS Westmount Centre, 114 St, 113 Ave (451-8022) « 
Thu (3:30pm-1;20am) with Gord from Stonerock 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running 
Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10504-101 St (423- 
3499) * Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth * Highstreet, 
10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) * Old Strathcona, 
10475-B0 Ave (439-7211); Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 
63 Ave; Thu-Sat (9pm-1am); with Off-Kay Entertainment 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
13710-1064 St (472-6336) ¢ Tue, Fri-Sat (7pm-midnight); Sat- 
Sun (1-5pm) 

YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert (459-0295) « 
Thu (9:30pm-2am): with Of-Key Entertainment 


EVENTS ° 

















One small queer step ._ 
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Being gay seems to grant my friends per- 
mission to give me touchy feeling greeting 
cards, which | gushingly, gaily, gratefully 
accept. One of my favourite cards was 
one that said something to the effect of, 
“It is not the big choices in life that make 
us who we are, it is the small ones.” 

This idea has stayed with me because 
it speaks to the beauty of small things, 
the power of banality and the amazing 
arithmetic of nuance. It also lends itself 
to be a meditation on this new age we 
have entered, one of nano, micro and 
local. In the post-9/11 world we have 
begun to remember the local in the face 
of the global, have become more aware 
of the interconnection of both, and seem 
to have chosen to focus on the intimate 
in place of the monolithic. 

The rise of craft sales, organic food 
and dialogue around cities and identity 
are all manifestations of our need to 
grasp and grab the known world around 
us as a way of dealing with or blocking 
out the rest of the world which is 
beyond our reach and immediate control. 

As we begin to take the small steps to 
see what is around us, a new appreciation 
emerges, and with that comes a sense of 
ownership and pride. On the flip side, we 
also see things that are unjust or that we 
think ought to change or improve. The 
more local we look, the more we see our 
own capacity to affect change. Once we 
have a sense of agency and responsibility 
for our actions, we begin to exercise our 
duties as a citizen. 


AS A GAY CITIZEN it is interesting for 
me to consider my own role in all of this. 
Michael Phair gave a speech last year at 
an LGBT human rights conference where 
he spoke about the “queering of cities” 
and the idea that, as people from within 
the community, we have a chance to 
consider how we can reconcile our 
queer identities with our citizenship, 
thus creating change in our cities. 

| wasn't 100 per cent sure what he 
meant, but before long | found myself a 
part of Exposure: Edmonton's Queer Arts 
and Culture Festival, and was being sup- 
plied with answers at every turn. 

A few weeks before that speech Phair 
had invited some people to city hall to 
discuss the possibility and feasibility of 
putting together a queer festival. The 
enthusiasm in the room eventually lead 
to the creation of a steering committee 
and from there Exposure was off and 


running. | feel lucky that | heard the | 
queering cities speech because jt Dut 
Phair’s vision in context. Exposure is a) _ 
Opportunity for members of the quo; 
community to think about their cont;\,\. 
tion to the city, and allow for all Eur 
tonians to consider the contribution oj 
queer people to the city. It is hard iy 
conceive of a modern, cultured city i. 
does not have an active queer commu 
ty, and Exposure is a way for people \ 
see that Edmonton is no exception 

Something that | think we as Edmonr. 
nians take for granted is—as the mu 
involved Kris Wells puts it on the wall of 
new Facebook group called “For those 
who think being a GLBT in Edmonton, Ag 
does NOT SUCK"”—"Edmonton is 3 | 
hotbed for LGBTQ activism.” ; 

He's right. Ever since the Pieces bath. | 
house was raided, Darrin Hagen moved 
his high heels and curlers to Edmonton, 
Phair got elected, Womenspace had 
their first potluck, someone from Making 
Waves put on a Speedo, Kristy Harcourt 
first gave advice and Trevor Anderson 
picked up a camera (or a set of drum: 
sticks for that matter), Queermontonians 
have been active. 

Exposure is the natural progression 
Be it through the Fringe or CariWest 
Edmonton groups have a long tradition © 
of gaining attention by putting on a fes- | 
tival and, never a group to willingly be 
ignored, we homos are no different q 
The Exposure festival carves out : : 








space and place where queerness, 
regardless of how one defines the word 
can be contemplated, debated and cele- 
brated by all Edmontonians through ihe 
lens of art and culture. 

One thing that | have realized through 
my involvement with Exposure is thal 
most people do not aspire to be an artis! 
or an activist. They do not wake up in the 
morning and think about their role as 
citizen, queer or straight. Sure one mighi 
make a choice to buy local but it’s no! 
knowingly a political act. Most people a'° 
concerned with making car payments an’ 
paying their taxes, trying not to bree! 
laws, giving to charity when they can, all 
the while attempting to carve a life out 10! 
themselves in the city. 

When one is able to do this, all while 
being gay, then | think as a community 
we have begun achieving what Pha! 
was talking about. By being ourselves 1° 
matter how loud or banal we might be. 
we queer the city. By participating "" 
Exposure, be it as an artist, voluntee! 
donor or audience member, one is !" 
small way flexing their Edmonton quee! 
citizen muscle and, as we know, thal 's 
what changes the world. w 
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thoughts about 
| love it when 


In fact | love it 
‘how much you 
earth by taking your 


pigsalt. giving it to 
. The coming week will 
e to specialize in this 


, } (APA 20 MAY 20 
{ recently killed a 50-ton whale off 
‘of Alaska. While cutting it apart 
s| they found a metal projec- 
in its blubber from an older 
_ Later research revealed it had 
manufactured around 1890. That 
the whale had been carrying 
the projectile for over a century. | 
iis to your attention, Taurus, in the 
it will inspire you to meditate 
‘your own ancient wound. When you 
s on to the next world many years 
now, I'd hate for you to still be 
ed with the hurt that befell you in 
ir youth. 


EMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 
Reality. is that which when you stop 
élieving in it, it doesn’t go away,” wrote 
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st Philip K Dick. | urge you to apply 
chmark to your own experience in 


- the coming week, Gemini. You can gener- 


ate a lot of creative energy by figuring out 
what is objectively true about your cir- 
4 ‘and what is merely illusion 
‘that's propped up by misperceptions and 
misunderstandings. You've got tremen- 
dous power to strip away the fantasies, 
both positive and negative, that are-pre- 
venting you from living with 100 per cent 
of your intelligence in the real world. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Wealthy playboy Lapo Elkann is one of 
Italy's most eligible bachelors. But he told 
W magazine that if he ever decides to tie 
the knot, he would choose an Israeli 
woman. “For them, every day is a beauti- 
ful day,” he said. “Because when you are 
in a climate of war, you take nothing for 
granted.” Your next assignment, Cancer- 
jan, is to cultivate love with the same 
intense ingenuity and inexhaustible 
resourcefulness you might if you were liv- 
ing in a battle zone. 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

Stories interest me more than beliefs. 
I'd rather hear you regale me with tales 
of your travels than listen to you recite 
your dogmas. Filmmaker Ken Burns 
agrees with me. He's worried about the 
increasing number of people who love 
theories more than stories. “We are 
experiencing the death of narrative,” he 
told the San Francisco Chronicle. “We 
are all so opinionated that we don't 
actually submit to narrative anymore” 
Your assignment, Leo, is to help reverse 
this soul-damaging trend. Spout fewer 
opinions and tell more stories. 


VIRGO (AUG 23- SEP 22) 
“Dear Rob: | have eight distinctly differ- 
ent voices in my head. There's a hurt, 
oddly puffed-up voice that complains 
about everyone who has ever done me 
wrong. There's an hysterical voice that 
Nags me with the thought that nothing | 
could ever do or say will make any differ- 
ence to anyone. Then there's the still, 
small voice. It gives me useful instruc- 
tions about specific things | could do to 
live a more meaningful life. The only trou- 
ble is, the other voices always blabber so 
loud | tend to neglect the only one that’s 
actually helpful. Any advice? —Drowned 
Out.” Dear Drowned: Set aside five min- 
utes each morning and five minutes 
before bed. Whisper “Shut up, all the rest 
of you!” Then listen reverently to the still, 
small voice. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 


"Weirdness is humanity's way of over- 
coming the ever-increasing pressure to 
live nine-to-five lives,” says Bob 
Rickard, founder of Fortean Times, a 
magazine that reports on anomalous 
events. “We need craziness, it’s that 
simple.” | second that emotion, Libra— 
especially for you right now. You don't 
tealize how much juicy psychic material 
you've been repressing as a result of 
sticking to dry duty and routine. In order 
to recover lost secrets from your fertile 
depths, you're going to have to special- 
ize for now in the mysterious, the curi- 
ous, and the uncanny 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOW 21) 

The sharks in German aquariums weren't 
reproducing fast enough. Their keepers 
hired scientists to come up with the shark 


equivalent of aphrodisiacs. The most suc- 
cessful inducement to love was music— 
especially Justin Timberlake's “Rock Your 
Body,” Bob Marley's “No Woman, No 
Cry,” and Salt-N-Pepa’s “Push It.” | sug- 
gest you play tunes like those for you and 
your chosen ones, Scorpio. It's an excel- 
lent time to coax out more of the tender, 
romantic sides of your inner shark, as 
well as the inner shark of anyone you're 
attracted to. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

In the nick of time, a wild card will 
appear. It will reverse the meaning of a 
series of events that seemed to be rail- 
roading you towards an unhappy end- 
ing. What will be the nature of that 
wild card? Maybe some missing evi- 
dence will trickle in, bringing the big 
picture into a rosier focus. Or perhaps 
the wild card will be a divine interven- 
tion that shatters a mental block, there- 
by correcting a misapprehension you'd 
been under. In any case, Sagittarius, 
there will be an unexpected twist at the 
last turn of the plot, and it will lead you 
to at least a semi-happy ending. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22- JAN 19) 

A marathon séance took place at the 
Burning Man festival last August. Top 
psychics managed to channel floods of 
data from dead celebrities. Among the 
fascinating revelations they retrieved: 
Princess Diana would like Gwyneth Pal- 
trow to play her in a movie about her 
life; John Lennon would have preferred 
it if the Beatles’ song “All You Need Is 
Love” was not used in a TV commercial 
for diapers; and Nostradamus neglected 
to mention in his quatrains that in mid- 


November of 2007, Capricorns will enter 
a phase when they're likely to get a lot 
of useful information from what's seem- 
ingly dead and gone and past. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 
On Sep 13, 1759, a small contingent of 
British troops took less than an hour to 
rout a few thousand French troops in a 
battle near Québec City. It was a turn- 
ing point in the history of North Ameri- 
ca, leading to events that ensured 
English speakers would dominate the 
continent. | foresee a comparable pivot 
just ahead for you, Aquarius. Seemingly 
small events that last a short time will 
yield momentous consequences. To help 
guarantee that they unfold in your 
favour, be like the British troops were 
back then: well-prepared, highly disci- 
plined, and very lucky. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20} 
If you chew coca leaves, you get a mild 
buzz because your body metabolizes only 
tiny amounts of the plant's alkaloids. But 
in cocaine, which is made from processed 
coca leaves, those same alkaloids are 
highly concentrated and give your blood- 
stream a potent blast. Bolivia's president 
Evo Morales wants the world to know the 
difference between the two. “The coca. 
leaf is not cocaine,” he says. He pledges 
to completely legalize coca in his country, 
citing its traditional uses as a food and 
medicine predating the European inva- 
sion. ls there a comparable scenario in 
your life, Pisces? Something that’s bad for 
you when done to excess, but good for 
you in its understated natural state? It's a 
favourable time to commit yourself to its 
healthy use. w 








STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 











HELP WANTED ARTIST TO ARTIST ARTIST T0 ARTIST 
Culna FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE Call for submissions: Main Stage pruction: 
Looking for creative minds for our kitchen. Contact FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE ate—Festival of Dance. This year, the festival's 
Nathan or Zana at 437-5588. ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS theme is the choreographic explorations of the 





Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night), Thu (day), 
perm/PT, Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 





CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs quar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941 


FRAMING 
PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOP 


Affordable picture trame options. Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Blvd. 439-0408 





MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percus- 
sion. Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors with music degrees 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 


Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing, Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
alenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication 
Placement will depend upon available space 





ARTIST 10 ARTIST 


Edmonton fashion week seeks models for runway 
shows. Go See to be held on Nov. 17 (12-5pm) at 
Planet Ze Design Centre, 10055-80 Ave 
www.edmontonfashionweek.com 








A Perfect Christmas Print Affair—Call for 
Participation at SNAP through Dec. Small to medium 
sized prints $100-$300 accepted by Fri, Nov. Z3 (12- 

5pm). Info: 423-1492/email snap@snapartists.com 





Driven by music? Our not-for-profit music co-op 's 
undergoing many positive changes, and is seeking 
board members, marketing, front of house and man- 
agement staff. Orientation presentations Thu, Nov. 
79 & Dec. 6, 7-9pm. 15120A Stony Plain Rd. Info: 
www.blackspotcafe.com 





human spirit Feats wants to challenge choreogra- 
phers to interact with this theme. Deadline: Dec. 
15, www.abdancealliance.ab.ca/feats/ 





Call for submissions: Site-specific Performances 
Feats—Festival of Dance. Anywhere, Anytime 
Anyplace—take your performance out of the studio 
Deadline: Dec. 15. 
www.abdancealliance.ab.ca/feats/ 





Submissions for Stage Struck, 2008 at the 
Walterdale Playhouse. Submission deadline: Nov. 
30. Info: Mary-Ellen Perley at 481-3716 
mperley@shaw.ca 





Juried photography exhibition Deadline: Feb. 4, 


2008 for exhibition: May 29-June 14, 2008 at TU 
Gallery. Ph 421-1731 for info 





Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features guest 
artists. Inel: proposal; 10 slides/photos, CV: artist 
statement: For info Ph Tim 423-2966 





The deadline for The Works Art & Design Festival 
2008 application to the Art Market or the Street 
Stage is Nov. 16. You can download the application 
off of our website at www.theworks.ab.ca 
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band looking for smokin’ hot lead guitar player. 
equipment. tion and good attitude a 
must. Call 998-0567 


Club Music Seminar at Norwood Legion, 

(436-1554) hosted by Moses Gregg and 

on Sat, Nov. 10 (1-3pm); $5 (memberl/$10 

Ree eee Eee 
club.ca 


ra 


if 


Drummer/percussionist for busy cover/original band. 
Hired gunns OK-would prefer personnel who could 
eventually be band members. Some live/some studio 

“ Ex-member of Las Vegas Crypt Keepers looking to 
join 2 band-all original act with some covers. Lots of 
experience. Call Paul Ellingham 237-8940. 


SERVICES 


Want to quit smoking? 
Nicotine Anonymous 
Sundays 7:30-8:30 pm 
Henwood Treatment Centre 
18750-18 Street 


Pilgrims Hospice Helps Grieving Young People: 
weekly sessions. Families, schools and agencies. 
473-9801 ext 309 to register/info. www.pilgrimshos- 
pice.ca. 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides cri- 
sis intervention, information, counseling and public 
education services. We can customize a presenta- 
tion to meet your needs. T: 423-4102/F: 421-8734/E: 

info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 
Line: 423-4121 





Human Rights Facilitator Training / www.jheentre.org. 
free 8 week training program presented by: The John 
Humphrey Centre for Peace & Human Rights and the 
Human Rights City Project. Info: Carrie, 453-2638 / E: 
carrie@jhcentre.org 





7 





VOLUNTEER © 


Mill Woods South East Community Health Council: 
"Given the many innovations, program enhance- 
ments and the growing pomuatn) what health 

services need attention?” Forward your suggestions 
by Nev. 18 to Voicemail: 413-7690 / Fax: 482-8160; 
E-mail: community.health.councils@capitalhealth.ca 





Pilgrims Hospice seeks musical volunteers to lead 
sing-a-longs and/or to perform for our very forgiving 
day program clients. Tracy: 413-9801 


See your brain in action! Participate in research at 
UofA! Right-handed men, 18-50. Reimbursement 
provided. Call 604-0048 


Research project at UofA seeks right-handed men 
18-50 suffering from SCHIZOPHRENIA. 
Reimbursement provided. Call 604-0048. 


Become a friend to a new Canadian and share a 
life-changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474- 
8554 


Volunteers with educational/professional back- 
ground in psychology/sociology, needed to assist 
workshop facilitators with workshops related to 
psycho-social issues (depression, anger manage- 
ment...) Thu evgs. for 10 wks, or Sat morns. for 5 

wks. NE Edmonton. Erin, 432-1137 ext, 357 


The City of Edmonton Youth Council (CEYC) is 
recruiting for its 2007-2008 term membership! We 
are looking for youth aged 13-23, residents in the 

City of Edmonton and interested in being involved in 
Civic youth issues. www.ceyc.ca, Info: Jennifer 496- 
4938, E: Jennifer Wong@edmonton.ca 





Be a Big Brother or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! 
Call Big Brother Big Sister today. 424-8181. Do 
you remember someone who believed in you when 

you were a child? Be that person in a child's life 
today. All it takes is one hour a week 


HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative leaders 


who want to learn more about liver health. 
Computer designers, health promoters, public 
speakers are welcome, we will provide mentoring 
Ph Melissa 444-1547 


Had Enough? 


Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715. 





Call 468-7070 to donate today~and help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance 





Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 
teers aged 21+ intersted in working with high-risk 
youth, drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947, e-m: 

: osyc@telus.net 





We believe that all children have a right to grow in 

families and schools, and that all adults deserve to 

have real jobs, homes and friends, Ph 454-0701 and 

help to open the gates to community living in your 
area 


Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out 
with cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 
904-8751 or e-m: foo PEEEE ID Seopa: 
mail.com 


Tutors needed to assist adults with disabilities learn 
basic reading and writing skills. Training, materials, 
and support provided. Flexible hrs, 1-2hrs/wk. 
Various city locations. Erin, 432-1137 ext. 357 


ElderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help with 
our daily programs that assist seniors to remain 
independent and active in their communities. For a 
few hours each week, volunteers can help with 
lunch and coffee breaks and socialize with clients. 
Please call 434-4747 Ext. 4 to volunteer 


Baking with Seniors. Help female seniors living ina 
new extended care facility in NE Edmonton with 
baking and other recreation activities. Day or 
evening placements, zor oN Erin, 432-1137 ext. 
5 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in 
a variety of tasks and with some great fun events 
and outings! Many exciting shifts available! 
Call Judy 424-3545, ext 249 


Canadian Mental Health Association/Board 
Members Required. To learn more about CMHA 
visit: www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca 


Love Bingo? Come Volunteer at ElderCare 
Edmonton. Help raise funds for programs, meals and 
outings. Call 434-4747, ext. 4 





“Let's Go!” is a program which helps newcomers 
learn about their community and Canadian culture. 
Volunteers needed for the summer months only. 
Lots of Fun! Contact Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 





Walking Coaches. Get fit and have fun walking and 
socializing with a small group of adults with devel- 


The Ideal Opportunity And The 
Ideal ATTITUDE Embrace... 


Have you ever seen a career opportunity advertised that you just know is a good fit, 
but you're a little apprehensive about an interviewer’s opinion about your credentials 


matching it? 


Our client is a large, vibrant and exceedingly people oriented company. A distinctive 
opportunity exists for a passionate, hard working leader. 


You’ve heard of ‘start at the bottom and work your way up’...well, this rare op- 
portunity allows you to start at the top if you are willing to creatively plot and con- 
spire to foster and cultivate growth in others. You don’t need an extensive educa- 
tion and all kinds of letters behind your name. You don’t need a resume that boasts im- 


pressive job titles. 


What do you need? You need to own a deep routed and fiery core desire to succeed. 
You need to be ready for a new challenge that focuses on the future and that is not 
mired with the usual corporate limitations and restrictions. You need to live by the 
proven philosophy that people are much more valuable than things are. And — most im- 
portant — you need to be the proud owner of an attitude that is amazing, unswerving and 


exceedingly contagious. 


The salary is impressive and the performance pay opportunities are, quite candidly, 


mind-boggling. 


If this opportunity seems to be a fit for you, please send your resume (including 
a description of your attitude) to info@motivationsource.ca 


Please know that we have no desire to ‘interview’ you. Rather, we look forward to the 
opportunity to investigate the potential of a true ‘win / win’, long-term scenario...over 


lunch! 
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Volunteer at ElderCare, help with crafts, card 
games and pa Edmonton's day proves for 
seniors. Call 434-4747, ext . 


Volunteer Kitchen Help and Drivers Need for 
Edmonton Meals on Wheels, Varied jobs, flexible 
hours 10am-1pm weekdays. Phone 429-2020 











Scrapbook Social Friend. Help a middle-aged 
woman, who has a developmental disability, with 
her scrapbook interests. Westmount area, 2-3 
hrs/wk, flexible schedule. Erin, 432-1137, ext. 357 





Social Companion for a lonely, disabled senior who 
enjoys horses, gardening, exercise and travelling. 2 
hrs/wk. Downtown location. Erin, 432-1187 ext 357 





Mentors for children/youth living in group care. 2 
hrs/wk, evenings or weekends. Various locations. 
Erin, 432-1137 ext 357 





Initiative Ambassadeurs bl la Paix is looking for 
francophone volunteers. Come learn how to present 
interactive workshops of antiracism/cultural diver- 
sity. Karina at (780) 425-4644 ext 9 or 
kezyzewski@naarr.org 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 








Volunteer teachers needed to teach English as a 
second language to newcomers to Canada. 
Orientation and training provided. Meet people from 
all around the world. Jason: jmarkawsky@cci-lex.ca 
or 944-0792 


Volunteers needed to assist new immigrants with 
shopping. Mornings, weekdays. Approx. 2-4 hrs. “On 
Call* position. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


Have you ever thought of volunteering with your 
pet? Pet therapy is a great way to help those in our 
community. Call Deanna at 413-4682 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and spe- 
cial events. Call Carmen at 444-1547 


Volunteers, ealoy working in our dining room at 
Strathcona Place Senior Centre, for more info 
phone Terrie Shaw at 433-5807 


Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors 
Volunteer Driving pe fs hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 
-1221 


Volunteers needed to teach conversational ESL to 
adult immigrants at various library locations. 1-2 
days/week,10-12pm or 1-3pm.(dep. on location) No 
exp. req. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


ElderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help 
with daily activities such as crafts, card games and 
socializing. For info ph 434-4747, ext. 4 


CNIB is looking for volunteers with vision, 
adults (50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For 
more info call Catherine 453-8304 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 
studies with the Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at UofA. Must be in good health, not be 
taking any medication for mental health issues, and 
not abuse drugs or alcohol. Ph 407-3775/407-3221 


The Brain LU Research Program at UofA 
seeks individuals who may be suffering from 
DEPRESSION to be involved in a research study. 
Must be in good health, and not abuse drugs or 
alcohol. Ph 407-3221 for more info 


Love Bingo? Volunteer for ElderCare Edmonton. 
Bingo volunteers needed to help raise funds for pro- 
grams. Ph. 434-4747, ext. 4 


Volunteers needed to teach English to adult immi- 
grants. Daytime, weekdays,or evenings for 2-3 
hrs/session, approx. 1-2 times a week. Call Judy 
424-3545, ext. 249 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs 
volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 
For information ph 423-4102 





DO YOU HAVE MODERATE ASTHMA? You may 
be eligible to take part in a study examining the 
effects of fragrances on asthma. ‘ 
230/jevans@toxcon) 





Help to broadcast news for blind and pint. 
restricted Edmontonians, Email: edmonton' 


ice- 
printcanada.com, of call 451-8331 


Volunteer needed to help with: tore AN 

some filing. 1-2 days/week. Flexible 7 - 

req. Must have pleasant phone voice and manner- 
isms. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


Overwhelmed? In a tough spot? Talk to us! No- 
Fee Walk-In counselling 482-INFO (4636) The 
Support Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 








Do You Know Someone Who Has 
Help find a cure. Volunteers are require eet? 
fundraising events for the Alberta Djajyoy 
Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundatiy, 
447-1451; e-mail: events@atdrab co. 
www.afdrab.ca 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION (0, ;), > 

drach eee. 
e//auction.edmonton24hourrelay po, 
DONATE ITEMS, BID, HAVE A GREAT vi 
429-0136, ext. 233 ¥ 


—————————e 
Volunteer for a more just soci imei 
f rid pe Tetagees” orien 
www. multiculturalcoalition.ca or cali Janiny 4 
1973 


Ne 


——————— 

SEEKING musicians, literary and visua\, 

for the U of A Hospital's Artist on the West 

unteer program. Must have formal experiency 1... 

ing and be able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk for 6 can... 

tive months. For information oF to book an inter, 
please call 407-8428 ‘a 


TT 
Volunteer for Canadian Mental Health :,,.,, 
CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check wwwemh,. 
edmonton.ab.ca : 


ee 
ESL Tutors urgently needed. Call PA | 5 

5514. Help someone learn English as a second |ny 
guage. Training materials provided 





If you would like to reconnect with your volunte er 
cooperation agency, or are looking to connect wii; 
other returned volunteers visit www.voleall o/ 


WECAN FOOD BASKET SOCIETY seeks voi... 
teers in the Westview Village neighbourhoo 
Ph (780) 413-4525 www.wecanfood.com 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alboris 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have 4 great (7 
Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 


E.C.A.W.AR. (EDMONTON COALITION 
AGAINST WAR AND RACISM) Volunteers w2i 
come. Www.Wage-peace.com for info/contacts, ° 

988-2713 











The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton |; 
need of volunteers to take calls on our 24-ho. 
Crisis Line. Hours are self-determined, you can wor 

from your own home. Ph 423-4102 


ESL Tutors urgently needed! Call PALS. ai 42 
5514 to help someone learn English as a Second 
Language. Training and materials are provided 


Acall for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Communities: Questions about AHC philosopivy 
programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.adhe ca 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 

International: human rights, community economi 

development, and HIV/AIDS education, prevention 
care. Www.cciorg.ca 


VOLUNTEER TUTORS NEEDED! Can you seat 
this? Many can't! Become a Tutor and share the gift 
of reading. Call RA.L.S. at 424-5514 to help change 

a life through literacy. Training and materials ar: 

provided. 

Youth Volunteers needed: Edmonton John Howard 
Society, Fall Carnival on Sat, Nov. 24. Children’s carn 
val at McDougall School, 10930-107 St. Info a 

www, johnhoward.org 





Canadian Diabetes Association seek young adults 
ages 18-29 years who are affected by diabetes | 
share their stories with the media through 
Nov—Diabetes Awareness Month. Ph Heathe! 
Masters at 403-266-0620 ext 102 or e-mail 
heather.masters@diabetes.ca for info 




















fom and my partner is too. 
reed that for now, we’ d only 
or sex outside of our relationship. 
voman that I’ m dating oe 
squirter—like, | need goggles an 
gat. Next time we want to use a 
‘However, |’ m really concerned 
theres no safe way, meaning when 
comes (and she comes bucket-loads), 
ther ejaculate get into me? : 
ve thought about wrapping up with 
an-wrap and making a hole for the 
io, but it still doesn’t seem like it would 
» it all. Are there any studies on STDs 
esent in female ejaculate? And even if 
ye are none, as someone with a very 













Tired of Come join us at Nicotine 
Anonymous 7pm, Wednesdays at Ebenezer United 
eh, 163 St, 106 Ave, call Gwynn 443-3020. 

Opm, Sundays at Henwood Treatment Centre, 
7875-18 St, call Ryan 990-8917 or Jo 479-5969. 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 
TAYLOR Leduc/Nisku 
28 yrs. old 36-26-36 
780-604-7801 
Flat rates per hour 
ES NEEDEDII! Make $799 US per month 
ath a spy rei in pee bedroom. Nayar pete 
‘$s currently looking for attractive girls. 
Call on for more inf. 300-474: 01 
pa: Hot Hungarian brunette; 36C-26-36; 


att oe a : super funy call for 


i aie hus: byand new to 
minded; ca 
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sensitive system, how possible is it that 
her ejaculate will throw my pH balance 
off? Also, some got in my eye. What are 
the possible risks involved in that? 

LOVE, WEARING A RAINCOAT 


DEAR COAT: 

I've encountered the goggles-and-a-rain- 
Coat type, in close quarters, and have 
laughed great big haw haw haw belly- 
Jaughs ever since whenever | see a safer- 
sex pamphlet or demo showing someone 
lightly draping a lady's ladyparts with a 
scrap of latex the size of a playing card 
(same as the recommended serving of 
protein on most diet plans) and daintily 
lapping at it as though normal people had 
sex without making any sudden move- 
ments or producing more than a tea- 
spoon of fluid at a time, and very 
obedient fluid at that. Not only unrealis- 
tic, this sort of exercise doesn’t even look 
fun, but there it is, having outlived its 


‘90s heyday but refusing to die. 

Some colleagues and | were sharing 
some similar har har har-type belly-laughs 
over the sort of tricks each of us has had 
to teach at some point, usually as (and/or 
to) college students. There's the one where 
you cut up the glove to make a dental dam 
kind of thing with a teeny protuberance, 
like an appendix, where the thumb used to 
be—stick your tongue in there and wiggle 
it around, and try not to feel like you're 
involved in some kind of freaky scene with 
a Hobbit-hole full of wee folk. Or the one 
where you wear a garter belt upside down 
or backwards, using the clips to hold a 
dam flaccidly in place over the site from 
whence one of your girlfriend's deluges 
may soon be erupting. So absurd, and 
taught so earnestly and for so long. | don't 
even think we're ready to use the past 
tense there, sadly, as | still find those sad 
little crafts projects all over the internet 
whenever I'm out looking for updated, use- 


sAudio Engineering & Production 
*Film & Music Business 

*Film & Digital Arts 

*Broadcast Arts 
*3D Animation 


-Classes start soon 
- $cholarshipS 


- Student Loans 


a oe ee 


SIGN UP FOR FREE 


¥ 


*Game Design 
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pacificav.com 


Vancouver, BC 
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ful STD information. 

All of which brings us to the fact that 
female ejaculation itself is still such a hotly 
debated topic that you can find many 
denials that it even exists, among supposed 
experts, and if it may not exist | don't think 
its ever been tested for STDs. | personally 
think it's an unlikely candidate for disease 
transmitter, barring any local infections 
which would cause it to be carrying a lot of 
white blood cells with it. If it were a good 
Way to spread HIV around, then the much 
trumpeted imminent woman-to-woman epi- 
demic of the ‘90s would have arrived, at 
long last, and of course it never did 

This is your health, however, and your 
promise to your partner that you would not 
expose yourself to anything (or anything 
avoidable, anyway), so here are my sug- 
gestions: 1) That trick where she gets her- 
self off while squatting directly above you? 
Don’t do that. 2) Whatever you're doing, 
have her warn you before she makes like a 
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| your eye (and apparently everywhere else, too) 


~ 
human bidet, so you can duck. 3) The cling- 
film diaper may work better if you use a 
female condom (they are lubed with sili- 
cone, which Is inert and unlikely ta mess 
you up) at the same time, although you will 
sound like a theaterefull of candy-wrapper 
tustlers and smell and taste like nothing at 
all, which many people do not consider a 
reasonable trade-off. 4) There are highly 
engineered, very expensive latex novelties 
which you might find useful. And lastly: 5) 
Close your eyes, avert your head. Again, |.» 
think it’s extremely unlikely that she could 
pass anything to you but eyes are a good 
enough conduit. 6) Does she even have 
anything? Have you asked her? 

Seriously, | don’t think any of this is 
really necessary, but again, if you prom- 
ised no body fluids those are some ways 
to avoid them. Another approach, of 
course, is to declare femjack fluid not 
scary and then renegotiate. | would, 

LOVE, ANDREA 
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2 
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Calgary 403-313-3311 ; 
Other cities 1-877-834-4044 : 











Try Cruiseline Text for free. 
Text “xtra” to SFREE - www,crutseline.ca 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS! 


(Just pick up the phone) 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 

FREE Trial for MEN: 
702.2223 
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SUCCULENT SURPRISE 
Easy-going succulent plants, 
planted and done up with 
sparkling grit. Perfect for 

green and brown thumbs alike. 


LAY-LOW LANTERN 
Made from duck eggs and 
hand-dipped in irridescent 


“sea or vibrant red. Clean 
ines, great earthy gift. 





THREESOME 

White ceramic outside, and 
glazed with green, pink or blue 
inside, these pot sets are dirt 


cheap 
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ZOCALO HAS THE DIRT, PLANTS, BLOOMERS AND POTS THAT'LL MAKE YOU TALK. 
COME, HAVE A CAPPUCCINO. BE INSPIRED. PICK OUT SOME GIFTS, FLOWERS 
AND FUNKY PLANTS WITH A LITTLE GRIT TO LIVEN UP YOUR LIFE. 


LUGALG 


IN LITTLE ITALY AT 10826 - 95 STREET, EDMONTON, AB CALL US AT 780-428-0754 
OPEN: MON-WED 9AM-6PM; THUR 9AM-9PM; FRI-SAT 9AM-6PM; SUN 1 {AM-SPM 





| SENSUAL ORCHID 
woe pt Phalaenopsis 
| orchid in purple or white. 


3 i | 
\ t 
iv ay 


1. $40-$60 


TALAVERA POT | 
Handpainted brightly coloured 
quadra pots with that special 


| TREAD LIGHTLY 
B Tired of your old doormat? 
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PIONEERING COUNCILLOR LOOKS BACK ON 
15 YEARS ON.COUNCIL AND FORWARD 10... 
THE INAUGURAL EXPOSURE FESTIVAL. 
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MICHAEL PHAIR / 8 


"The: change i is in the fact it is not debat- 
ed ‘if, but ‘how’ we support arts and cul- 
ture. We see arts and culture totally dif- 
ferently now, as important aspects to the 
city.—Michael Phair, former city council- 
lor, on how Edmonton's perception of the 
arts changed during his tenure 


GOOD KING WTF / 26 


“Our shows come with a second-base 
guarantee: you will get to second base at 
the show. If not with your date, [then] just 
approach one of the Mostly Water 
Theatre representatives, and we'll take 
you there.“—Sam Varteniuk, Mostly 
Water Theatre, on what you can expect 
besides comedy 


EXPOSURE FILM FEST / 45 


“533 Statements is the documentary that 
Numerous queers dream of making but 
fever get around to starting.’—Jonathan 
Busch, critic 


JUNIOR BLOOMSDAY / 50 


“You know, when you're recording things 
yourself and you're producing things your- 
self, then they just ... the end result is just 
you."—Jeff Wikstrom, aka Junior 
Bloomsday, on DIY 
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Let war resisters stay 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
he unfortunate, but somewhat predictable, refusal by the Supreme Court 
of Canada to hear the appeal of two US war resisters trying to remain in 
Canada has thrown the issue to the political realm, where members of 
the House of Commons, through action or inaction, will decide their fate. 

Both Jeremy Hinzman and Brandon Hughey came to Canada in 2004 to 
avoid deployment to Iraq and applied for refugee status based on their moral 
opposition to the war. In 2005, the Immigration and Refugee Board separately 
rejected the claims of both, stating that they had failed to demonstrate that 
they qualified as refugees. The Federal Court and the Federal Court of Appeal 
also subsequently rejected their claims. 

While it is likely true that they don’t meet the standard definition of a refugee, it 
is also certainly the case that the men, and the dozens of other war resisters 
believed to be in Canada, are deserving of the protection of any country that 
respects international law, basic human nghts and any notion of morality. 

While their lives may not be at risk if they are returned to the US, going to 
jail for up to five years for a courageous stand in opposition to an illegal war 
would seem to qualify as both “cruel” and “unusual.” Or at least it ought to. 

Some have argued that as volunteers, rather than conscripts, the men can- 
not appeal as conscientious objectors to the war. This argument of course 
ignores the relatively basic fact that one can oppose a war because of its 
nature or illegality without necessarily opposing all wars. 

Hughey put the argument poignantly in an interview with the San Angelo 
Standard-Times, saying, “I feel that if a soldier is given an order that he knows 
to not only be illegal, but immoral as well, then it his responsibility to refuse 
that order. It is also my belief that if a soldier is refusing an order he knows to 
be wrong, it is not right for him to face persecution for it.” 

On everything from war crimes to genocide, governments are adept at 
retroactive displays of morality, bandying about well-worn phrases such as 
“never again” long after any opportunity to take action that would actually 
have any meaningful impact has long since passed. 

During the American war in Vietnam, Canada bucked this tendency and 
made the moral choice to allow tens of thousands of war resisters to stay in 
the country. It should make the same decision now by making it possible for 
brave men and women whose consciences will not allow them to participate 
in their government's illegal endeavour in Iraq to remain in Canada. v 
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SOUR ABOUT SOURDOUGH 


What the heck?! What is this garbage 
you have strewn all over the first inside 
page of your recent Vue (Nov 15 - 21, 
2007)? 

Not only illegal, but highly distasteful 
(even if they have been “doing it in 
Sweden for years”) and disappointing. 

The Federal Tobacco Act states: 22 
(1) Subject to this section, no person 
shall promote a tobacco product by 
means of an advertisement that depicts, 
in whole or in part, a tobacco product, 
its package or a brand element of one or 
that evokes a tobacco product or a 
brand element. 

| am disappointed, as are the junior 
and senior high school students who 
read your paper in my english classes 
and who have fought hard for Bill 45. 

We read your paper because often 
we find good book or CD reviews, and 
educational or entertainment ideas. 
Your paper is not just for older adults. 

Just when our province makes a 
stride in passing excellent legislation 
with Bill 45, you are selling full page 
advertising to DuMaurier for their Snus 
death product? Very distasteful. 


Recruiting has been a problem... 


KIM WALLACE 
YOU SNUS, YOU LOSE 


| felt obligated to respond to an article 
you recently wrote regarding the gluten 
content of sourdough bread (“Solve 
gluten d’ohs with sourdough,” Nov 15 - 
21, 2007). After reading this article, it 
was clear to me that it was written by 
someone who had little knowledge of 
the realities of celiac disease and/or 
gluten intolerance (which | suspect in 
the near future will be used inter- 
changeably, as someone with “gluten 
intolerance” is most likely a celiac who 
did not present with visible intestinal 
damage via diagnostic biopsy). 

A person who is “gluten intolerant” 
should eliminate a// gluten from their diet. 
While simply limiting gluten intake may 
reduce symptoms in some individuals, 
gluten consumption by people with gluten 
sensitivities is really an all or nothing situ- 
ation. A low-gluten diet is not a safe 
approach for those with celiac disease, as 
the list of complications that can develop 
as a result of continued ingestion of 
gluten is far too long to list here. 

Awareness of celiac disease in this 
country is on the rise, but publishing 
articles full of false information will not 
help increase the public knowledge of 
this common disorder. | urge you to 
please do more research before writing 
on this topic again, as newly diagnosed 
celiacs, who are still trying to learn 
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what foods they can and cannot eat 
May come across an article such as this 
and be misled. 


SARAH MILLS 


Well, Well, Well’s Connie Howard 
responds: Avoidance of gluten 's of 
course the only option for true allergies in 
which IgE antibodies are produced, whic! 
is the case with celiac disease. Gluten 
sensitivities or intolerances are howeve' 
not true allergies, and exist on a contin. 
um of severity. They cause inflammation 
which can also have serious long-term 
repercussions, and which is the reaso” 
avoidance Is the standard recommenda- 
tion here also. But as sensitivities involve 
an inability to break down gluten (a very 
complex protein) rather than a true aller- 
gy, and as these inflammatory and diges- 
tive problems can often be corrected wit! 
the help of a knowledgeable alternative 
practitioner, a switch to the broken-down 
form of gluten found in sourdough after 4 
period of avoidance and treatment '° 
often not a problem. 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response 

whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail Vue Weekly, 10303 

- 108 Street, Edmonton AB TJ 117), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by e-mail (le! 

ters@vueweekly.com). Preference | 
given to feedback about articles in Yue 

Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 
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sions, barrels per 
‘line capacity, it’s 
that at the heart 
ople whose lives are 
tally altered as a 
evelopment. 

ond all the reports and 
[hg goal of the Every- 
tream: Tar Sands 


‘of Alberta. 
nference is primarily 
rick to put a human face on the 
sands,” explained Macdonald 
r , the coordinator of Oil Sands 
i the group behind the event. “We 
about statistics, carbon dioxide 
n ns, barrels of water used for oil 
ar ‘so forth, but very rarely do we con- 
"struct our analysis or our discussion of 
these things so there’s a human face on 
it at the end of the day." 
‘Stainsby argued that many of the 
_ social problems facing the province— 
from the housing crisis to the worker 
shortage—can be traced to rampant 
oil: ‘sands development, but few Alber- 
tans understand just how far those 
impacts extend or who it is that is 
most affected. 
_ “With the infrastructure to make 
the largest industrial project in the 
history of humanity real, [the impacts 
of the tar sands are] going to stretch 
_ to the Pacific, the Arctic, the Atlantic 
_ Oceans and the Gulf of Mexico.” 
This planned continental oil sands 
infrastructure, Stainsby said, includes 
not just the massive developments in 
orthern Alberta, but pipelines 
ing from the oil sands to termi- 
1 m the BC coast to deliver oil to 
upertankers destined for Asian mar- 
ts, the long-planned Mackenzie 
ey Pipeline to bring Beaufort Sea 
natural gas south and still more 
es to transport oil to satiate the 
et south of the border. 


NN THE PATH of much of this develop- 
ent are Indigenous communities, 
No, according to conference co- 
izer Aaron Chubb, are too often 
nored in policy debates by industry, 
overnment and even mainstream 
vironmental organizations. 

Clayton Thomas-Muller, the tar 
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sands organizer with the Indigenous 
Environmental Network, an organiza- 
tion that links some 250 Indigenous 
communities, organizations and indi- 
viduals in North America working on 
environmental justice issues, says 
that it’s critical that members of 
impacted communities be front and 
centre in policy debates on the oil 
sands and climate change. 

It's a message he'll be bringing to 
the conference. 

“For us at Indigenous Environmen- 
tal Network, we've been working with 
these communities under the premise 
that our people speak for ourselves on 
these issues and our people have the 
capacity and they are the experts on 
what is best for them and on how to 
protect and preserve the sacred fire of 
our traditions.” 

He pointed to First Nation and 
Métis communities downstream on 
the Athabasca River, who are seeing 
“insane cancer rates” and other health 
impacts, as facing double jeopardy. 

“On top of all the things that are 
happening with climate change, we 
have Native communities that are liv- 
ing on the front lines of industrial 
development like the tar sands that are 
doubly impacted,” Thomas-Muller said. 
“Not only are they feeling the changes 
in our climate and going through the 
cultural, social, spiritual economic and 
political ramifications of climate 
change, but they’re also getting impact- 
ed in terms of an inextricable link 
between human and ecological health.” 

Allan Adam is the Chief of the 
Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation, 
one of the communities downstream 
from the oil sands. He said that his 
people have experienced firsthand the 
impacts of industrial development on 
the Athabasca River. 

“What kind of impacts? The reduc- 
tion of water, low levels throughout the 
delta. Substantial amounts of unknown 
chemicals flowing into the river— 
where it’s coming from we don’t know 
yet. Health effects that are happening 
with the community members.” 

He said the Athabasca Delta, which 
was once one of the largest and richest 
deltas in the world, is “no longer a 
freshwater delta anymore, all it is is 
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grass hay growing all over the place. 
And it’s having a change in vegetation 
that waterfowl feed on, so it’s having a 
drastic effect.” 

Adam said that while he thinks there 
is a growing knowledge amongst 
industry that their activities are having 
consequences downstream, little will 
change for his community without 
more people in the province listening 
to their concerns and joining with them 
in pushing for changes. 

“Are we really going to be able to 
stop industry from developing at this 
point and stage? Don’t get me wrong 
here, but I don’t think that's going to 
happen,” he said. “You know that for 
a fact and | know that for a fact. 
Maybe with public pressure there will 
be a slowdown but from no pressure 
at all I think they got the green light to 
go and develop as much as possible.” 


DEVELOPMENT DRIVEN by the oil sands 


without sufficient input by affected 
communities is a familiar story for the 
Carrier Sekani First Nations in the 
central interior of BC 

“What's going on now is the huge 
increase in the production of the oil 
sands is making some significant pres- 
sures to get the oil to markets and to 
get condensate, the thinner, to the oil 
sands,” explained Tara Marsden, the 
special projects director of pipelines 
with the Carrier Sekani Tribal Council, 
which represents eight First Nations in 
BC. “So the territories of the Carrier 
Sekani lie in between the Gateway, as 
they call it, to Asia and other parts of 
the world and the oil sands.” 

Two proposed pipelines, the 
Enbridge Gateway Pipeline—which has 
been delayed following the pull-out of 
PetroChina as a partner in the project— 
and the Pembina Pipeline, would cut 
through First Nations territories, raising 


significant concerns amongst Indige- 
nous communities in the area. 

“Roughly one-third of that pipeline 
would go through Carrier Sekani terri- 
tory, it would cross about 600 to 700 
Tivers or streams in the territories and 
a lot of those are obviously fish-bear- 
ing. And salmon, which is a critical 
species for the First Nations here, 
would be impacted through construc- 
tion and potential spills.” 

Such concerns came out in the 
Aboriginal Interest and Use Study 
conducted by the council, which also 
looked at the experience with pipeline 
projects of other First Nations com- 
munities in Alberta and the North 
West Territories. 

Marsden said that the communities 
the CSTC speaks for don't feel that 
they have been sufficiently consulted 
during the federal review process on 
the pipelines, and are insisting on a 
process that would give communities 
real authority in decisions about 
pipelines through their territories 

“We're not going to participate in 
the government review process and 
be stakeholders or tokens,” she said. 
“They want their own review where 
communities have a real chance to 
investigate the impacts for themselves 
and have a real say in the end. And 
until that happens we have no choice 
but to take somewhat of an opposi- 
tion position.” 


CLAYTON THOMAS-MULLER said he 


hopes the conference will help people 
in urban areas, who are disconnected 
from the direct impacts seen in 
Indigenous communities, to look 
more closely at the human conse- 
quences of both the oil sands and cli- 
mate change 

“It’s a human rights issue, it’s a fun- 
damental! human rights issue that is 
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happening. And what I'll be talking 
about on this panel, what I think many 
of the speakers will be talking about, is 
that Canada thinks it’s okay to sacrifice 
one portion of its population based on 
race or class for the benefit of another 
segment of the population.” 

Thomas-Muller is excited about the 
potential the conference has to 
change the attitudes and approaches 
of mainstream environmental organi- 
zations, which often fail to involve the 
First Nation communities they pre- 
sume to speak for. 

“I think the [environmental] com- 
munity is being challenged to be more 
accountable on how it does work and 
I think it has a lot of things to change 
in its organizational and organizing 
culture,” he said. 

"Fundamentally, environmental 
issues are human rights issues to First 
Nation people and therefore those 
people need to be making decisions 
and speaking for themselves on these 
critical environmental justice issues, 
like what's happening in the tar sands 
and what's happening in relation to 
climate change in this country. In 
other words, more visibility to the 
people that are going through the 
problem rather than having some 
white, middle-class academic speak 
on behalf of Native people.” 

And, he stressed, affected communi- 
ties simply can't wait any longer for the 
kind of meaningful action on these 
issues that would come from a position 
rooted in solidarity with those bearing 
the brunt of the impacts. 

"Climate change is the civil rights 
issue of my generation. And in that con- 
text, failure to act on issues like the tar 
sands is like committing a passive act of 
violence against future generations. So 
we gotta get together, we gotta act and 
we gotta do it the right way." w 
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First Exposure is a fond Phair-well for bridge-building councillor 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychriste@vueweekly.com 


en Michael Phair entered 
the world of municipal poli- 
tics in 1992 as a common 


sense next step to his long career in 
civil service and education, there was 
a dirty word linked to an issue few 
politicians dared bring up. 

“In the first election I ran in, you 
couldn’t even use the word ‘beauti- 
ful," Phair recalls. “That's how far 
away our discussion on arts and cul- 
ture was from where it is today. 
Something couldn't be moved forward 
just because it was interesting or cul- 
turally significant.” 

Much has changed in Edmonton 
over the five terms Phair spent on city 
council as the representative of Ward 
4, and he has been instrumental in 
advancing the cause of several words 
that had been taboo in Alberta poli- 
tics: “beautiful,” “green,” “queer.” 

Phair is avuncular, hospitable, 
bright, and straightforward—imagine 
a more flashily dressed, upbeat Bob 
Newhart. In conversation, he has the 
doggedness and practiced cadence of 
a lifelong consensus-builder, and 
seemingly unshakeable confidence in 
the process of negotiating common 
ground and mutual understanding. 

“I've always enjoyed working with 
other people,” he says. “Maybe it’s 
because I grew up in a family with six 
brothers and sisters. You need to 
negotiate to survive. You need to 
build relationships to help achieve 
your goals.” 

Bom in 1950 in a “Red Deer-sized” 
city in Wisconson—an unassuming, 
working class state whose major 
industries include dairy farming and 
beer production—Phair gravitated 
towards education, leaving his home- 
town to go to university. He eventual- 
ly earned two graduate degrees at 
institutions in San Francisco and 
Chicago, in Special Education and 
Early Childhood, respectively. 

In the late ‘70s, he arrived in Calgary 
to teach at Mount Royal College, mov- 
ing on to Edmonton within a couple of 
years to work with Alberta Education 
He continued his career of public serv- 
ice at Grant MacEwan College and in 
other government departments while 
accumulating an impressive resumé as 
a progressive community activist with 
broad interests 

Municipal politics, in retrospect, 
seems almost inevitable when scan- 
ning his biography and CV. He was 

y hardworking, both principled 
gmatic and deeply engaged 
ommunily 
openly gay, a fact that 
neering in Alberta politics at 
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people and gay people alike—anyone 
your average redneck could dismiss 
with a taunting, “Freak!” or “Homo!” 
yelled out of a moving vehicle. 

And before that, there was ... 
silence. It really was “the love that 
dare not speak its name,” just an 
invisible force that separated you 
from everyone around you. 

“When I was young, we had no 
movies or television about it. No one 
talked about being gay,” Phair 
recounts. “And you'd think, ‘am I the 
only one?’ Happily, I soon figured out 
while I was away at university that I 
was not.” 

He shakes his head in amazement. 
“But even there I remember a course 
in American Drama at my university 
where we spent a third of the time on 
the plays of Tennessee Williams. Not 
once did the teacher mention he was 
gay! You just didn’t bring it up—it was 
denial. Actually, I believe that teacher 
was gay, too.” 

Phair sighs. “There was no vocabu- 
lary of diversity.” 

In the early days, the civil rights 
movement of the ‘60s was an umbrel- 
la for the North American dispos- 
sessed: de-segregationists in the 
American south, feminists, the Abo- 
riginal-rights movements in the US 
and Canada, student activists and 
those who questioned consumerism 
or objected to the military-industrial 
complex of the Cold War agitated 
side-by-side. Gays and lesbians 
marched alongside Black Panthers 
and feminists 

“There was larger visibility for 
issues around gay civil rights, black 
rights, women’s rights, human 
rights,” Phair notes. Best of all, 
activists knew they were not strug- 
gling alone or just for themselves. 
Another idea of community took 
root, one that was defined by shared 
ideals rather than the flag of a 
nation or closest hockey team. 

Before these movements splintered 
in an orgy of self-interest, the world 
got a glimpse of the astonishing 
power and promise of diversity, a 
world where everyone was welcomed 
at the table and treated with respect. 

“Once there was this larger effort 
for visibility—gays and lesbians did 
exist and were in your city—denial 
was harder. The media picked up our 
stories and many were sympathetic 
and quite supportive. Gays and les- 
bians saw themselves in film, busi- 
ness, magazines. The media started 
to look at diversity, in a positive way,” 
Phair explains. “And society was 
responding: legislative changes, 
Supreme Court changes, social 
changes. The key to not sliding back- 
wards is social change.” 

Phair’s longtime association with 
gay and lesbian organizations was 
public and his advocacy experience 
served him well in his first election. 
“| was open and it was out there, 
and I think that because of that peo- 
ple moved past it very quickly,” Phair 
contends. 

In the area where he was running, 
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his minority status was actually an 
asset and helped him connect with 
the people he represented. “Ward 4 is 
a very diverse and exciting ward,” 
Phair notes. “Most arts and culture 
organizations and many individual 
artists are in Ward 4. It’s a very impor- 
tant part of city.” 

His constituency strengthened his 
regard for culture, and during the 15 
years he served on city council, 
Phair was an active and effective 
leader in building Edmonton's arts 
infrastructure. 

“Five terms is a long time!” Phair 
exclaims. “We've seen tremendous 
change in this city around the arts and 
culture, and I’ve been active support- 
ing those directions. At the time, there 
was significant debate over whether 
to establish the Edmonton Arts Coun- 
cil. Today, who wouldn’t vote in 
favour of that? The change is in the 
fact it is not debated ‘if,’ but ‘how’ we 
support arts and culture. We see arts 
and culture totally differently now, as 
important aspects to the city.” 

Phair has advocated for support for 
ArtsHab, the Winspear, the new AGA 
building and other major Edmonton- 
ian culture initiatives. The forthcom- 
ing city arts and culture plan will bear 
his influence, despite his recent retire- 
ment as city councillor. 

“There have also been significant 
changes in issues of growth and sus- 
tainability,” he points out. “People 
don’t know this,and cities don’t get 
thought of as being able to do this, but 





we can accomplish a huge amount at 
the municipal level on the environ- 
ment. We need to get moving and get 
it done. We've started at the city level, 
with citizens wanting to be more envi- 
ronmentally conscious and make 


changes. ... It's a matter of advocating 
with the federal and provincial govern- 
ments for the money. We need to insist 
on energy efficiency, and less oil 
dependency, and financial support for 
environmental initiatives.” 

He cites Edmonton’s waste man- 
agement programs as a success, in 
terms of effectiveness and also citizen 
support. “When I think about what we 
did with garbage—we just used to dig 
a hole in the ground! We changed the 
system entirely. We can recycle 70 per 
cent of garbage now. We can recycle 
broken concrete and asphalt now— 
that’s new. Industrial plants use grey- 
water now—that’s the water we drain 
from our baths and stuff—and they 
are not taking water out of the river 
for industrial use. We've made signifi- 
cant strides.” 

Phair is also pleased with the 
change in tolerance for diversity 
he’s seen. “There are still areas of 
provincial rights to discuss, but 
there is protection for gays and les- 
bians under the law and services for 
them. There is a broadening under- 
standing in the province in how 
gays and lesbians see-themselves; 
the younger generation even more 
so. You can’t find someone 18 or 19 
years old who does not know a gay 


person: or who wouldn't know wha, 
you were talking about. It is poy, 
socially unacceptable—even Crim 
nal—to assault gay people. If a gan 
of people was hunting Says, peopic 
would be scandalized.” 

Although Phair is pleased by th, 
progress he’s seen during his time on 
city council, there's still much to p, 
done. “It needs to move to where Bay: 
and lesbians are recognized as indi 
viduals and valued for their contrib, 
tions at a community, national, an 
international level, as members o; 
diverse society.” 

The inaugural Exposure: Edmon 
ton’s Queer Arts & Culture Festiva] |. 
partly meant to be a bridge of sor; 
strengthening the city’s gay and |e 
bian community and inviting t)< 
broader public to celebrate that c\)| 
ture with them. 

Exposure originated as an idea 
Phair lobbed out at a speech las; 
year, but even he was stunned by 
the response. “I thought it was time 
to engage with the public and pub 
licly engage with each other, wit; 
depth, in a concentrated way, ove; 
short period of time.” He also str 
es the importance of bringing iy 
artists and thinkers from other cities 
to link Edmonton to the global com 
munity of gays and lesbians. “\\ 
also want to build a base for arts 
and culture in the queer community 
in this city, and demonstrate the tal 
ent of our community.” 

When it came time to actually mal 
ing the festival a reality, numerous 
volunteers and sources of funding 
came forward. Edmonton's Culture 
Capital status helped seed the festival 
organization under the Voices Less 
Heard grants and with other 
resources, and Workshop West Th« 
atre stepped up as the “mothership” to 
Exposure. The Edmonton Arts Council 
has provided support, as has the city 
and several sponsors. The University 
of Alberta is a major participant, host- 
ing speakers and events. 

“I don't have an arts and culture 
background,” Phair emphasizes. "! 
enjoy it and understand its contribu 
tion in my own life and to the com 
munity. To do a queer arts and culture 
festival, we needed to involve artists 
who are working in these areas them 
selves and ask them to participate in 
programming.” 

Exposure is not your typical meal- 
on-a-stick festival (well, maybe a |i! 
tle). It is a multi-disciplinary 
celebration and exploration of modem 
queer culture, with all its unruly issues 
and emotions. The programming |S 
broad-ranging, from serious work- | 
shops to comedic films, from gritly | 
performance to camp cabaret, from 
sexual exploration in visual art to indie 
pop about the unrequited love of @ 
rollercoaster for a cute boy’s bottom 

“| didn’t realize the breadth of the 
different disciplines,” Phair confesses 
“we have such strong people and we 
have a diverse program. The festival 
will be both entertaining and serious 
with the culture side explored aS 
much of the art side. The artists We 
have are significant and challenging” 

And at least some of their art iS 
unapologetically beautiful. w 
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Say ‘no’ to lead-coated 
pacifiers, ‘yes’ to goats 


JAY SMITH / jay@vueweekly.com 
or the hyperconsumeristic ram- 
Poss: that is the annual holiday 
shopping season, our poor pro- 
tagonist, the would-be-do-good shop= — 
per—ie, you—is in poor straits. 

Apparently, your snazzy yoga 
clothing (probably) isn’t made out of 
seaweed. There are no sea vegetable 
vitamins released as you sweat. Or so 
scientists claim. And those mass-mar- 
ket (RED) GAP t-shirts, supposedly 
manufactured under some of the 
strictest industry standards (at least 
according to GAP), are really made by 
the delicate fingers of child labour. 
Meanwhile, every second item avail- 
able at your local shopping complex 
seems to hail from China: not exactly 
anybody's paragon of human rights, 
labour rights or environmental sensi- 
tivity. Lead-coated infant pacifiers? 
Date-rape-drug beaded necklaces? 

And now that you mention it ... did- 
n’‘t a bunch of that global warming 
talk over the summertime mention 
reducing one’s consumption? 

In sum: shopping this year just isn’t 
turning out to be the same guiltless 
activity that it has been in other years. 
All those thorny issues keep popping up. 

Enter the annual Just Christmas 
sale, which bills itself as “A global fair 
trade marketplace.” 

Like many of the products available 
at the mall, the origins of Just Christ- 
mas are murky. There, however, is 
where the resemblance ends. 

“It came together 18 or 20 years 
ago ... we're not sure exactly when. 
Probably 20 years,” equivocates Kristi 
Anderson, present co-ordinator of Just 
Christmas. “It started off in someone’s 
home ... Some friends had travelled to 
Peru and met some artisans there, 
and they started to get in touch with 
other groups that were doing the 
same thing.” 


FROM THESE HUMBLE beginnings, a 
veritable fixture of the holiday season 
flourished. Vending unique artisanal 
crafts and creations from around the 
world, the Just Christmas sale is a 
multicultural educational/culinary 
craftsale extraordinaire. 

The market is distinct because the 
goods on sale are all “fair trade.” This 
means, says Anderson, that all items 
“are produced without impinging on 
the rights of labourers or stakehold- 
ers, and through sustainable means. 
Additionally, a larger share of the 
profits is directly paid to the labourers 


GO 


c! 


FAI, NOV 23 (5:30 -9 PM) & SAT, NOV 24 (9: 
4PM) 


JUST CHRISTMAS 

ALBERTA AVENUE COMMUNITY HAL (719-1) 
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BY DONATION 


than what is usually distributed in 
modern global economy.” 

It’s a familiar distinction 
unlike verification procedures 
take place under dubious anc 
plex networks of oversight, th 
for sale at the Just Christmas 
have a more direct route to Canad: 

Various Canadian human ri 
social justice and development e: 
that are partnered with comm 
around the world.negotiate wii 
artisans in these communi T 
Canadian groups bring the prod 
into Canada themselves. In ot! 
words, there is no “middle man 
complex series of them. 

“The groups work directly wit! 
artisans,” affirms Anderson. “They ; 
them a wage that would be com 
ble to the amount of work t! 
gone into an item. It’s a much larg 
share [that the artisan receives) tha 
if they sell to a wholesaler, wh« 
sells to a retailer.” 

The other striking difference is 
fact that these artisans aren't mal 
Tickle-Me-Elmos, or some othe 
ern-designed piece of junk. Rather 
artisans create in their traditional 

“The Canada Tibet communit 
some amazing items,” Anderson high 
lights. “They've got this style of embro 
dery that they use to create t | 
colourful wall hangings, tea cosies 

She also mentions Oxfam Canad 
“living gifts” program, which will be a 
Just Christmas again this year. In lict 
of a material gift, one can purchas¢ 
goat or a chicken—which will not bi 
in attendance at Just Christmas—thal 
will be sent to a community in 4 
developing nation. 

And, as Anderson says, if you'\ 
exhausted all other gift possibilities J 
for that difficult-to-buy-for person 
your list, “Who doesn't need a goa 
Christmas?” 

In addition to the sale proper, Jus! 
Christmas will also have food for salt 
and entertainment, including a screen 
ing of Black Gold (about the coffee trade) 
and Life and Debt (a documentary abo"! 
the impact of the IMF, World Ban’ l 
on developing countries). Parking '* 
free, the venue is wheelchair accessible 
and admission is by donation. ¥ 
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‘t tums out our health is linked not only to 
our genes, habits and environment, but also 
to the software installed onto our genes by 
the wars, traumas, famines and chemicals 
our parents, grandparents and great-grand- 
parents were exposed to. And no, I'm not 
fantasizing or making up scary stories. 

Genes are pretty stable, requiring 
extreme conditions like radiation to dam- 
age them, but epigenetic changes—epi- 
genetic referring to the software that 
switches a gene on or off but leaves the 
gene itself intact—happen with normal, 
common everyday things like stress, 
abuse, chemicals, lack of nurture and 
what we eat, smoke and drink. 


The implica- 
tions of all this 
for humans is, 
to put it mildly, 
sobering. 


The exploding field of epigenetics is an 
infinitely complex and fascinating one, one 
that explains mysteries like identical twins 
growing up in identical environments dis- 
playing anything but identical behaviour— 
one planning on college, the other deeply 
immersed in an autistic world. Things like 
two very different health syndromes being 
connected to exactly the same genetic 
material missing from exactly the same 
chromosome. Things like disease in the 
most health-conscious, gym-going, devoid- 
of-bad-habits among us, even when 
there's no apparent genetic predisposition 
for the disease. 

Epigenetic research has shown that 
what makes identical twin mouse number 
one sleek and brown, the other fat and 
yellow and prone to diabetes and cancer, 
iS a switching off of the genes that regu- 
_ late appetite. And what determines 
whether genes are switched on or off are 
little methyl tags, methyl tags sensitive to 
things like stress, abuse and chemicals. 

Switched on, like a light switched on, 
the gene is active; switched off, it is inac- 
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stics reveals the . - 
switch on our genes 


tive. An appetite-regulating gene switched 
off makes Us fat; a tumour-suppressing 
gene switched off gives us cancer. 


THE FACT THAT there is no shortage of 


voices denying any link between environ- 


mental factors and disease means little 
to me. How often have we been there? 
Tobacco smoke didn’t cause cancer for 
many years. Cell phones didn’t cause can- 
cer, until very recently, when we were 
reminded that it actually takes time for 
brain tumors to develop, and that daily 
hour-a-day users are in fact more than 
twice as likely to develop tumours. 

Epigenetic research is making it 
painfully obvious that everything from 
maternal nurture to chemicals have the 
power to affect the methyl markers on 
our genes, thereby affecting our likeli- 
hood of disease. Pesticide exposure in 
pregnant lab animals resulted in a host of 
diseases in offspring that involved no 
genetic mutations, but produced the 
same disease rates in third and fourth 
generations. 

So if we struggle with weight despite 
our gym-going veggie-eating habits, it 
may not in fact have anything to do with 
dishonesty about our eating or exercise 
habits. And our high stress-hormone and 
anxiety levels may have nothing to do 
with negative thinking or lack of faith. 

What it may have a lot to do with is 
the ghosts in our genes, managing from 
the past, even the way, way past, our 
grandparents or great-grandparents. And 
what it means is that we need to be very 
deliberate about managing our Achilles 
heel and our stress levels with alternative 
methods such as acupuncture and nutri- 
tional therapies, and by limiting the 
stress-producing conditions in our lives 
before they limit us. 

The implications of all this for humans 
is, to put it mildly, sobering. The ways we 
abuse our bodies now (or insist on weed- 
free lawns) will affect our great-grand- 
children—call me alarmist if you want. 

But it's not hopeless, not at all. Tripped 
switches can, like breakers, be reset. 
Obese, diabetic pregnant female mice 
given B vitamins resulted in them giving 
birth to thin ones no longer prone to dis- 
ease. The methyl markers had switched 
the involved genes back on. 

The future of medicine—in potentially 
shifting from symptom management 
almost exclusively to learning how to 
silence these ghosts—holds infinite prom- 
ise. And the work of acupuncturists and 
other alternative health practitioners, who 
have long been doing work along these 
lines without even knowing that's whet 
they're doing, has again been validated. w 
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Will be giving two 
lectures with 
question periods 





Tuesday November 27th 


“PERSPECTIVES ON CANADIAN ENVIRONMENTALISM” 
University of Athabasca || 1-109 St 
Room 1222 * 3:00-4:30pm 
and 
“IF THE TARSANDS IS THE ANSWER, WHAT IS THE QUESTION” 
UofA ETLC Building 116St. & 91 Ave. 
Room 1-003 + 7:00-9:00pm 
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AMERICAN BOOKS AT 
AMERICAN PRICES! 


With the strength of our Canadian dollar, we feel Canadian 
consumers should be paying the same price as our American 
neighbours for dual-priced books printed in the USA. 

We care about our customers. 


Does buying nothing do anything? 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 

t just might be the most well- 

known holiday on the activist cal- 

endar. 

Across North America on Nov 23, 
and around the world a day later, 
thousands of activists will take part in 
mass Santa meditations, credit-card 
cut-ups, zombie walks through malls 
and conga lines of non-shoppers with 
emply carts in the aisles of Wal-Mart. 

It’s all part of Buy Nothing Day, the 
annual celebration of anti-consump- 
tion that asks consumers to spend an 
entire 24 hours without reaching for 
their wallet, which from its humble 
beginnings in Vancouver in 1992 has 
spread to over 65 countries. 

But despite its global reach, the 
event, which is scheduled to coincide 
with “Black Friday,” the unofficial start 
of the US holiday-shopping season 
and one of the busiest retail days in 
North America, has come under criti- 
cism from both shoppers who say its 
proponents are asking the impossible 
to activists who say the event is noth- 
ing more than a token gesture. 

“I think there’s a great deal of stig- 
ma surrounding Buy Nothing Day with 
the average consumer,” admits Tyler 
Collins, who is organizing both a 
zombie walk at South Edmonton 
Common and a free store at the west- 
end MacEwan campus to mark the 
day. “They think, ‘There’s a bunch of 
hippies out there trying to get us to 
stop buying everything because they 
want to crash the system or some- 
thing.’ So we're trying to move away 
from that stigma rather than moving 
away from the holiday of Buy Nothing 
Day itself.” 

Collins says that widespread main- 
stream knowledge of the day makes it 
an ideal opportunity to raise ques- 
tions about our excessive consump- 
tion with shoppers, which is what his 
group is aiming to do, even if people 
keep on buying. 

“It's a promotion of conscious con- 
sumerism. So the idea isn’t to get the 
people to stop buying stuff, the idea 
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is more to get them to make respon- 
sible choices about the things they 
buy. Because everybody's purchase is 
a vote.” 


MICHAEL KALMANOVITCH has marked 
every Buy Nothing Day in the city 
since it started in 1992, despite the 
fact that, as the owner of Earth’s Gen- 
eral Store, the more success he has in 
spreading the message, the less 
money he makes, at least for one day. 

He agrees with Collins that Buy 
Nothing Day isn’t so much about stop- 
ping people from buying as it is to 
make people think before they make a 
purchase. 

“It's an abstract idea. Nobody's 
going to penalize you for purchasing 
something that day. Nobody’s keeping 
track. It’s just a personal thing,” 
Kalmanovitch explains. 

“It's just a raising of consciousness. 
A lot of us, myself included every now 
and again, unconsciously consume. 
Because we're waiting for the mer- 
chandise to press the buy button that 
we have exposed on ourselves some- 
where—usually close to the wallet— 
and it’s just saying, ‘Hey, stop and 
reconsider this.’ If you feel you need 
to buy it, go ahead, but at least you've 
hesitated.” 

Kalmanovitch adds that thinking in 
terms of encouraging consumers to 
take the time to think about their pur- 
chases rather than prevent them from 
making a purchase has meant a 
change over the years in the approach 
he takes with customers in his store 
on Buy Nothing Day. 

“One year what I did was that I had 
the store open but I didn’t put the 
cash drawer in the till. People would 
come in and I'd say, ‘Well, you can’t 
buy anything because we're not doing 
any transactions today.’ About 
halfway through the day I realized 
that I wasn’t empowering the con- 


The internationally beloved 
and bestselling novel now ina 
beautifully illustrated gift edition. 
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sumer, I was actually disempowerin,, 
them.” 

Now, Kalmanovitch says, they sir, 
ply inform customers and let then 
make their own choices. 

“The staff tells the person, ‘Do you 
know it’s Buy Nothing Day? we:, 
appreciate it if you didn’t buy anything 
from our store or anywhere else for 
that matter,’ but we respect that i: 
your right or your decision to q, 
whatever you feel is appropriate.” 

Criticism has also come from 
activists who say that Buy Nothing 
Day is nothing more than a feel-goo, 
event organized by privileged indiviq 
uals that simply delays purchases by = 
day. Some have gone so far as to pro 
mote Steal Something Day as a more 
radical alternative. 

“I've heard a lot of critiques and | 
understand there can be a lot o, 
criticism of, ‘Oh, it’s only one da 
or ‘People are going to buy more th 
next day,’” admits Laura Bercovii 
the assistant campaigns manage; 
with the magazine Adbusters, whic! 
has promoted Buy Nothing Da 
since 1992. 

“But really what we're hoping i 
that people will take this one d 
and use it kind of as a catalyst for a 
lifestyle change altogether and really 
think about what they need and wh 
they’re buying something. It doesn’: 
have to just be that one day, it can 
carry on throughout the holidays a: 
that’s why we have Buy Nothing 
Christmas. It can go beyond that 
[one day] and start trickling into aii 
parts of your life when you start ask 
ing yourself critical questions o| 
what your consumer habits’ impact 
is on the environment and the 
world,” she says. 

"We definitely want to promote ett 
ical consumption and local consump 
tion and there are many benefits from 
shopping locally versus shopping 
from big box stores. We just want 
people to start asking the questions 
and becoming aware of what they're 
doing when they're shopping.” v 
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and really hard work.” 

The sport consists of two teams, 
each composed of five players, who 
skate around a flat track. Four players 
On each team are “blockers” that try 
to prevent the opposing team’s “jam- 
mer’ from passing. The blockers skate 
together in packs and the jammer 
tries to do her passing without elbow- 
ing, Kicking, or going out of bounds. 

If it sounds potentially injurious, 
that’s because it is. 


Ltteugers 


a, it’s feminism on roller skates TOP 1 


"There are a ton of injuries,” con- 
firms Barbarich. “Broken noses, broken 
ankles, broken wrists. We wear protec- 
tive equipment ... and we lea how to 
fall properly, but injuries still happen.” 

Although when roller derby first sur- 
faced, in the early part of the 20th cen- 
tury, it involved both men and women, 
these days, despite (or perhaps 
because of) the brutality, it’s almost an 
exclusively female sport. And, like its 
earlier incarnation, roller derby is 
emphatically a spectator sport. 

Combining voyeurism with athletic 
prowess, according to Barbarich, is 
emancipatory. 

“Women wear whatever they want 
{on the rink]: short skirts, fishnets, 
sport shorts. All the women [use their 


appearance] to express their own per- 
sona. Usually in sports, you're not 
allowed to do that. 

“We all have skate nam adds 
Barbarich. (Hers is Barretta Lynch.) 
“On the rink, you can express whatev- 
€r persona you want to be. It hear- 
Kens back to when women couldn't 
express their femininity and their fem- 
inism at the same time.’ 

Roller derby, says Bar! h, appeals 
both to women with and without expe 
nence in traditional sports. Since any 
body type will do, it’s an especially 
inclusive athletic activity that instead 
discriminates, in Barbarich’s words, in 
the expression of a “calculated ageres- 
sion” that women are typically discour- 
aged from expressing 

Roller Derby in the 21st cen 
also pre-eminently a grassroots 
The Wild Rose Challenge, for 
instance, is the first trophy competi- 
tion for roller derby in Canada, 
according to Barbarich. It’s also the 
first time that the three leagues in 
operation in Alberta have met for a 
public face-off. 

After the weekend’s competition, 
local bands Hot Panda and Twin 
Fangs will play. Barbarich says that 
the indie music following the derby is 
an essential part of the experience 

‘I's the punk rock edge,” she says, 
that also informs the inclusiveness 
and DIY expressivity of roller derby 

“It is cheeky,” Barbarich says. “And 
some of it is tongue-in-cheek.” vw 


Ga RiNctones 
xD. 


1) Apologize 
Timbaland 


2) Bubbly 
Colbie Caillat 


3) Don’t Stop the Music 
Rihanna 


4) No One 
Alicia Keys 


5) Crank That 
Soulja Boy Tell ‘Em 


6) Wannabe (2007) 
Spice Girls 


7) Good Life 
Kanye West 


8) For the Nights | Can't 
emember 
Hedley 


9) Gimme More 
Britney Spears 


10) Crazy B*tch 
Buckcherry 


EXCLUSIVE RINGTONES 
TEXT “DIBS" TO 4321 & HAVE 1ST DIBS 
DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR 

VIRGIN MOBILE PHONE! 


THIS WEEK'S 
FEATURE 


NOV 22 - NOV 28, 2007 





FOR THE WEEK ENDING NOV 22, 9007 
1. Corb Lund — Horse Soldier! Horse Soldier! (stony plain) 
2. Robert Plant & Alison Krauss - Raising Sound (rounder) 
3. lron & Wine - The Shepherds Dog (sub pop) 
4. Sam Baker — Pretty World (sam baker) 
5 Neil Young— Chrome Dreams 2 (reprise) 
6. Bruce Springsteen — Magic (columbia) 
7. Mary Gauthier - Between Daylight And Dark (lost highway) 
8. Compadres - Buddy Where You Been? (compadres) 
9. Ween - La Cucaracha (chocodog) 
10. The Weakerthans — Reunion Tour (anti) 
11.Sigur Ros —Hvart (xd) 
12. MLA — Kala (xi) 
13.Stars - In Our Bedroom After The War (arts & crafts) 
14.Steve Earle - Washington Square Serenade (new west) 
15. The Sadies - New Seasons (outside) 
16.Samantha Schultz - Both Sides (samantha schultz) 
17. Buck 65 — Situation (wamer) 
18. Mark Knopfler - Kill To Get Crimson (mercury) 
19. Chip Taylor & Carrie Rodriguez — Live From The Ruir Trienriale (trainwreck) 
20.Eddie Vedder — Into The Wild § records) 
21.Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings - 100 Days 100 Nights (daptone) 
22. Dion — Son Of Skip James (the orchard) 
23. Bettye LaVette - The Scene Of The Crime (anti) 
24. Pinback — Autumn Of The Seraphs (touch & go) 
25.Cuff The Duke — Sidelines Of The City (hardwood) 
26. New Pomographers — Challengers (last gang) 
27.Shuyler Jansen - Today's Remains (black hen) 
28. O.S.T. -I'm Not There (columbia) 
29. High On Fire — Death ls This Communion (relapse) 
30. Underworld — Oblivion With Bells (side one) 


CUFF THE DUKE 


SIDELINES OF THE CITY = 


Hardwood Records has 
released ‘Sidelines Of The City’, 
Cuff The Dukes latest full 
length album. ‘Sidelines Of 

The City’ has turned this band 
into one of the leaders in a crop 
of Canadian bands letting 
people know what time it is all 
over the country......Werd!! 


ON 


SALE Now 
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If prosperous Alberta can’t create 
sustainbility, then who can? 


RICARDO ACUNA / ualberta.ca/parkland 

Virtually every speaker at this year’s 
Parkland Institute conference, held Nov 
16-18 at the U of A, articulated the fact 
that we in Alberta are currently positioned 
at a crossroads. 

We are overheating our planet, 
destroying the land and killing our lakes, 
rivers.and oceans. ‘ 

As a result of this reality, our lives and 
communities are about to:undergo a dras- 
tic set of changes. As Jeff Berg from Post- 
Carbon Toronto said at the conference, 
regardless’ of anything we do or don’t do, 
we are heading for a post-carbon world. 

Where we do have choice, however, is 
in what we to do about it. We can close 
our eyes, do nothing, and face the chaos 
when it hits. Or we can begin the process 
today of implementing genuine solutions 
which will help us transition to that reali- 
ty with significantly less shock and 
upheaval along the way. 

That word “genuine” is critical, 
because there are so many false solutions 
currently being offered up by corporations 
and governments around the world. 

Take for example the suggestion by gov- 
ernments, corporations and even some 


environmental groups, that we can some- 
how stop global warming by allowing the 
world’s heaviest emitters to continue emit- 
ting at current levels as long as they pay to 
plant to trees or fund ‘green’ projects else- 
where in the world. These mechanisms are 
built right into the Kyoto Protocol, and as 
keynote speaker Patrick Bond pointed out, 
they accomplish nothing to reduce global 
emissions, and they are having disastrous 
effects on people and communities in 
countries like South Africa. 

Likewise with the suggestion that mov- 
ing to nuclear energy will make a positive 
contribution toward the long-term sustain- 
ability and viability of our communities. 
Beyond the unacceptable risks to public 
health and public safety, is the reality that 
uranium mining is an incredibly dirty and 
fossil-fuel-intensive enterprise, and that 
nuclear reactors consume a tremendous 
amount of fresh water. Moreover is the 
reality that global uranium supplies have 
also peaked. How absurd is it to present as 
sustainable a non-renewable energy source 
whose key feed-stock is already in decline? 
| guess it's no less absurd than to ignore 
nuclears dubious past performance record 
and its overwhelming cost to taxpayers. 








Are you ready for a 
career change? 


Want less stress? 
More meaningful work? 
More job satisfaction? 


‘Consider a well-paid career as a massage therapist. At our 
school, you will combine home study with monthly tutorials in 
Edmonton, so you can keep your day job! 


Excellent instructors, great results. 
Very affordable. 


Open House 
Thursday Nov 29, 5-9 pm. 


Drop by to talk to us about whether a career 
in massage therapy is right for you. 


Call 491-0574 for FREE career information 
www.mhvicarsschool.com 
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NOW THERE I$ A NEW MOVE jin jor, 
America towards coal as a clean and Sus 
_tainable alternative. They do this by foc 
ing on how the coal will be converted to 
energy, and ignoring the massive land foo; 
print, watershed destruction and freshwa 
ter consumption required by coal. Thess 
folks also conveniently ignore the amoun 
of fossil fuels burned during Coal-mining 
and in the process of coal transportation 

These “solutions” all have one thing i, 
common—the only benefit they offer is 
the bottom line of the corporations char 
pioning them. 

Despite all of these false “solutions 
however, the essence of this year's Parklan 
conference was hope. The conference's 
closing speaker, Dr Ann Bale, perhaps arti 
ulated that hope best when she said that 
there are clear solutions to our current ¢ii 
sis. More importantly, she emphasized 
these are solutions that can be implement 
ed on a broad scale today, and which are 
entirely based on common sense. 

What are some of these common sense 
solutions? We need to stop subsidizing diry 
and unsustainable fuels and energy sources 
with tax dollars, and move that money to 
renewable energy sources instead. One of 
the speakers referred to southem Alberta as 
the “Saudi Arabia of wind power.” Why are 
We focusing on tar sands, nuclear and coal 
when we could easily be a global power in 
a genuinely renewable energy source 

We need to start designing our cities and 
communities to be walkable rather than for 
vehicles. And in recognition that sometimes 
walking is impossible, the solution needs to 
be effective and usable public transit rather 
than single-occupancy vehicles. 

We need to change our relationship 
with food, returning to greater use of local 
foods that are grown organically and sus- 
tainably. We have based our entire food 
system on petrochemicals and long-tiis 
tance transport, when this is clearly not 
necessary nor sustainable. 

We cannot speak of sustainable commu 
nities if those communities are not also just 
Things like a living wage, affordable housing 
and community-based primary health care 
are crucial to long-term quality of life, and 
we have the resources and knowledge to 
make these things a reality today. 

In Alberta today we have the resources, 
the knowledge and the public will to begin 
building a just and sustainable future. The 
only thing standing in our way is a govern- 
ment so tied to the financial interests o! 


the fossil fuel industry that they refuse to 


do what is clearly right for Albertans. 
The solutions are clear and make 


sense, and the price of doing nothing 's_ 


high. If our leaders refuse to lead, then it’s 
up to Albertans to push them out of the 
Way and start moving on the right path 
ourselves—the future depends on it. v 


Ricardo Acuna is Executive Director of the 
Parkland Institute, a non-partisan public 


policy research institute housed at the — 


University of Alberta. 








ional Atomic Energy 
ts him fired. “The 
ElBaradei endanger 
responsible attitude of 
in the sand over Iran's 
amme should lead to his 
" Mofaz said during a visit 
on in early November. 
was getting his retaliation in 
e foresaw, the IAEA director's 
rt on Iran's uranium enrichment pro- 
leased on Nov 14, said that 
was years away from an ability to 
make nuclear weapons. 

Not only that, but he said that Iran is 
omplying with a work plan agreed with 
JAEA last August to clear up the 
gining questions about a project that 
|ranians insist was only ever about 
jaking fuel for civilian nuclear power 
. How can you bomb a country, or 
wen impose serious sanctions on it, if 
the head of the IAEA won't accuse it of 
eeking nuclear weapons? 
fell, you can if you really want to. It 
the same Mohammed ElBaradei who 
ed to the United Nations Security 
i! on Feb 14, 2003 that “We have, 
9 date, found no evidence of ongoing 

ohibited nuclear or nuclear-related 
etivities in lrag.” The United States and 
insisted that their intelligence said 
erwise, Iraq was duly invaded, and 
body even apologized when no “prohib- 
nuclear or nuclear-related activities” 
were found. 

ElBaradei must feel a strong sense of 
ja vu as his reports on Iran four years 
iter get the same treatment in the major 
rn countries. French Defence Min- 
ter Herve Morin responded that, “Our 

ormation, which is backed up by other 
countries, is contrary [to Mr ElBaradei’s 
comments]’—as if Western intelligence 
agencies had a strong record in this field. 

For the simple-minded, White House 
esperson Dana Perino offered an 
clearer proof of Iran's wickedness. 
, She said, is “enriching and repro- 
ing uranium, and the reason that one 
$ that is to lead towards a nuclear 
n.” Case closed. 


ART FROM the eight nuclear weapons 
ers (the US, Britain, France, Russia, 
a, India, Pakistan and Israel), four other 
buntries already have plants on their terri- 
Hy for “enriching and reprocessing urani- 
m” under IAEA safeguards: Japan, 
imany, the Netherlands and Brazil. 
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Argentina, Australia and South Africa are 
also building or actively considering urani- 
um enrichment facilities, again under IAEA 
Safeguards. So there was some rapid back- -= 
pedalling at the White House when a jour--. 
Nalist inquired if all these countries are 
also seeking nuclear weapons. 

US National Security Council 
spokesman Gordon Johndroe was 
wheeled out to “clarify” Dana Perino’s 
Statement. “Each country is different, but 
obviously Dana was asked and was talk- 
ing about Iran,” he explained. In other 
words, the real proof that Iran is seeking 
nuclear weapons lies in the fact that we 
know in our hearts that tran is evil. 

It really is as simple as that. Iran’s goal 
by its own account is precisely the same 
as that of Argentina, Australia or South 
Africa: to acquire the ability to enrich ura- 
nium for nuclear power generation under 
full IAEA safeguards. This is perfectly 
legal, and indeed is the “inalienable 
right” of every signatory under the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (which 
Iran has signed). 


THE PROBLEM IS that this same ability to 
enrich uranium for nuclear power genera- 
tion also confers the ability to enrich it 
much more for use in nuclear weapons. 
So long as the IAEA safeguards are in 
place that won't happen, but if a country 
later quits the NPT and expels the IAEA 
(as North Korea did in 2003), it doesn’t 
take long to start making bombs. It’s real- 
ly a question of trust. Nobody thinks 
Argentina will do that; lots of people fear 
that Iran would. 

Suspicions of Iran are even greater 
because much of its early work on urani- 
um enrichment was done secretly with 
equipment bought on the black market. 
There is a plausible explanation for 
this—ever since the revolution of 1979, a 
US-led boycott has made it almost impos- 
sible for Iran to buy nuclear technology 
legally—but it doesn’t help Tehran's cred- 
ibility now. 

All ElBaradei can do is to assess 
whether Iran is obeying international law, 
but that is of little interest to Israel and 
the Western governments that are con- 
vinced, rightly or wrongly, that Iran's ulti- 
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Monday ~ Friday 


8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 


Saturday 
8:30 am - 2:30 pm 








Book your life 
saving appointment 


today! 
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mate goal is nuclear weapons. 

That is why the issue was taken away 
from the |AEA two years ago and trans- 
ferred to the UN Security Council, where 
the Western great powers can simply 
declare that Iran is a threat to the peace 
and impose sanctions on it—if they can 
get the Russians and the Chinese to go 





f 
ry 





along with them. 

Moscow and Beijing have complied on 
two occasions, but they seem unlikely to 
assent to the harsher sanctions that the 
US is now seeking. In which case the 
next step for the United States—"all the 
options are on the table"—may be a uni- 
lateral attack on Iran. Most Iranians don't 


JUMPSTART 
YOURIBUSINESS 
CREDENTIAL. 


INTRODUCTORY BUSINESS COURSES ONLINE THIS JANUARY 


If you’re considering full-time study in NAIT’s Business Administration program 
next fall, or need the flexibility of distance learning, get ahead with online 100 
level Business courses. Starting in January, five of the ten 100 level Business 
courses will be available online: 


* Business Law BLAW161 

* Organizational Behaviour ORGB292 

* Microeconomics ECON186 

* Business Mathematics with Excel MATH117 
* Accounting ACCT106 


Register today. 
T: (780) 471-7892 






believe that even the Bush administration 
could be that foolish, but recent history is 
not on their side. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Vue Weekly. 
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I've had a weekend full of Mass Effect, 
which means I've had a weekend empty of 
Cleaning the house, building a compost bin, 
putting money-saving plastic on the win- 
dows and any other real-world tasks | 
should have accomplished while the lady 
was out of town. But, hey! | felt a brief 
moment of satisfaction when | saved that 
one colony from tree-monster zombification; 
that ought to count for something, right? 
Maybe if | bring flowers to the airport ... 

As last week's reader will recall, 
BioWare's sci-fi RPG got its hooks into me 
when | took it for a preview spin a couple 
of months ago, mostly on account of its 
facial-customization system. The ability 
to design the face you're going to be 
looking at over countless hours of dia- 
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logue scenes does a lot to create attach- 
ment to a character, especially when 
what you're basically talking about is cus- 
tom-ordering a dreamgirl; losing that first 
“Irene Shepard” still hurts. 

In the comfort (so-called; see below) of 
my own home, my attempts to recreate 
dear Irene were disasters. Things would 
look pretty OK on the create screen—pert 
little nose, ruby cupid’s-bow lips, big green 
eyes, Saucy copper hair—but when in the 
game itself, something was wrong: her 
mouth seemed gaudy, almost whorish; her 
nose, piggy; her eyes and hair unreal car- 
toons. My first few hours with ME were 
restart after restart, a frustrated Pygmalion 
seeking his Galatea in digital marble. 


EVENTUALLY | SETTLED on “Fennel Shep- 
ard,” darker, less flamboyant, with a 
touch of the Levant to her strong nose. 
And by “settled” | mean that by the time | 
was annoyed by her small deficiencies— 
too much cheekbone jut, a certain sour- 
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ness in the set of her mouth—| had gone 
through too many hours of RPG-standard 
chat-and-fetch to want to go back and do 
it again, and probably again after that. At 
some point you've got to be like, “I've 
happily played hundreds of games featur- 
ing grimacing man-monsters; | think | can 
take a bit of schoolmarmishness in my 
Shepard” and move on. 

Fennel’s apparent seriousness— 
though she’s not so grim as to forego 
applying eyeliner before dropping to the 
surface of a volcanic hell-world overrun 
by killer robots—is somewhat at odds 
with her adventures so far. With the fate 
of “all organic life in the universe” hang- 
ing in the balance, she’d much rather 
joyride her futuristic dune buggy around 
uncharted planets, searching for veins of 
rare metal and hidden pirate bases, than 
track down the rogue agent who's work- 
ing toward Armageddon. Her motley crew 
of marines and alien weirdos won't say 
anything to her face about that stack of 


_ Two—no, wait—three critically important lessons fro 


URGENT PRIORITY space-memos piling 
up on her astro-desk, but when she says 
things like, “We don't have time for this!” 
you just know they're rolling their eyes 
behind her back, going “No shit; we ‘don’t 
have time’ because we just blew a whole — 
day and half our budget in the casino!” 

I'll have to exert my influence, get her 
back onto what BioWare calls the “critical 
path;” if you've seen one renegade base— 
or, to be fair, when you've seen three rene- 
gade bases—you've seen them all, but the 
key adventures have so far been pretty excit- 
ing stuff. Mass Effect has its flaws, and for 
all its ambition it's at heart a very straightfor- 
ward RPG, but the storytelling is beyond the 
top notch by game standards; now that 
Shepard's had her tn little runabout, maybe 
she's ready to hit the storyline and get me 
somewhere closer to the point of all that 
Epic Portent | dimly remember hearing about 
when she started her adventure. 

I'll admit—and this is a hard admission 
for a die-hard nook-and-cranny adventure 
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m Mass Effect 


gamer to make—that getting to the poi, 
is a bit of a priority for me right now. Not 
just because my actual, physical life wi be 
greatly damaged—indeed, may be eff 
_tively ended—if | spend much more time in 
BioWare's wonderful world of skin-tig) 
jumpsuits and magical space powers, }, 
because my back is starting to kil! me 
Remember how, last month, | noted that Id 
changed my mind and decided bean-b3, 
chairs were awesome? Lies! Bean-b;, 
chairs suck; | was temporarily suckereq ,, 
before the cheap-ass “beenz” (ie styroy, 
packing peanuts) filling my chair we;. 
crushed by use, leaving nothing bu: , 
lumpy corduroy sac between my ass 3), 
the floor. I'm kind of in pain, right now 
So, so far, two lessons taken fro), 
Mass Effect. One: spending the first fo, 
hours of your play experience tweaki, 
the depth of yor character's cheekbo; 
is futile, and kind of crazy. Two: 17 hou: 
of anything requires comfortable seating 
Bonus lesson: | am a loser. w 


Opening a box of worms 


IN THE BOX 


DAVE YOUNG AND TB PLAYER 
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Last week the Oilers faced a quartet of 
Northwest Division foes. The results 
weren't great by Detroit Red Wings or 
even (surprise!) Chicago Blackhawks 
standards but friggin’ AWESOME by 
2007/08 Oilers standards. Things started 
off well with a shootout win on Nov 14 
over the Canucks after a 0-0 game and 
scoreless OT. The Oilers followed that up 
with a home loss to Minnesota (4-2) and 
another home loss to (ack) Calgary (3-1). 
Nov 20 got better with a 5-4 shootout 
win—for the second shootout victory 
over the Vancouver Canucks in a week. 
Oh yeah, also, no one got injured. 


COLD AS ICE Nov 22s the fourth anniver- 
sary of the Ford McDonald's Scotiabank 
Shell Tex and Edna Boil’s Prairie Ware- 
house and Budgie Emporium Heritage 
Classic and sponsor festival. It was one 
heckuva fun weekend of sports. | was one 
of the 57 167 who froze their asses off 
and loved it. The NHL brought the Stanley 
Cup and the major NHL trophies to city 
hall and the Eskimos just returned from 
winning the Grey Cup six days earlier. 
Coming up this year, Buffalo and the Pen- 
guins will hold their own outdoor hockey 
game on Jan 1, 2008. Let's see them 
show up en masse in Buffalo if it gets as 
cold as it was here. Interesting note: only 
nine current Oilers were dressed for the 
game which was only four calendar years 
and three NHL seasons ago. Raffi, Hore, 
Fernando, Chopper, Staios, Stolli and 
Hemmer were Oilers; Sheldon Souray and 
Mathieu Garon were Habs. How's that for 
foster turnover? DY 


DOUBLE VISION If you're a Catholic Oiler 
fan, consider praying to St Lidwina—or 
maybe not. Lidwina (1380-1433—born 
shortly after Chris Chelios?) was a Dutch 
teenager who fell and broke her ribs 
while out skating with friends. The acci- 
dent left Lidwina bedridden and sick for 


the rest of her life, some miracles wey 

attributed to her after having visions, she 
was canonized in 1890 and Lidwina was 
eventually declared the Patron Saint o/ 
Skaters and Skating. Seems appropriate 
but considering the Oilers injury woes 
perhaps you should look to St Jude 
(Patron Saint of Desperate and Lost Caus 
es) instead. DY 


GOOD NEWS/BAD NEWS Good News! 
As of Nov 21, hardworking Shawn Hor 
coff is leading the Oilers in goals (7) 
assists (9) and points (16). He’s been the 
backbone of the team lately. Bad News 
He's the team leader but is ranked about 
43rd overall in the league in goals, 78th 
overall in assists and around 64th overall 
in points scored. This is the team leader 
oY 


(IN THE) BOX HERO Hey there, In-the- 
Boxers! Um, wait, that sounds sort o 
ginch related. Let me try again ... He) 
there, In-the-Box-reading hockey affi 
cionados! We haven't had any good-old 
totally opinionated, in-yer-face shit-talk 
ings lately, so | thought we'd bring cul 
this old chestnut: who is the best hockey 
player ever? It's simple. Tell us who you 
think is the best hockey player of all time 
and for God's sake, tell us why. Did te 
score the most goals? Get the mos! 
points? Play in a different era? Was he 3 
leader? An innovator? Was he Canadia1’ 
Russian? Did he have a hat-trick named 
after him? Write to us at inthebox@vue 
weekly.com and state your case. The best 
responses will be printed for all the world 
to see (or at least the greater Edmonton 
area). The rest of you can continue '0 
argue drunkenly over beers and wings 
Not that there's anything wrong with 
that. 1B 


FEELS LIKE THE WORST PUN sinc 
new Oiler Joni Pitkanen’s injury on Oct 
20, the team has been to overtime five 
‘times and all five games went to ¢ 
shootout. The team failed to win in reg 
ulation and failed to score in overtime 
to lock the game up. A possible reason 
no Finnish. DY 
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10025 Jasper Ave 
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Johnson Wireless 
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Wrreless City 

5912 104th St 
Drayton Valley 
Dunn Right Comm. 
3715 Sth St. 

Fort Saskatchewan 


Assocated Telecom 
9914 10Srd St. 


Cambndge Electronics 
9542 86th Ave. 
Leduc 


‘Communications 2000 
5904 50th St. 


Complete Communications 
5205 SOth Ave. 
St. Albert 


Edmonton Geftular 
30 - 200 St. Albert Re. 


Global Cell 

20A Muir Dr. 

Save On Telecom 

St. Albert Centre Malt 
Sherwood Park 

Bemie’s Cellular 

973 Ordze Ra. 

‘Complete Commurscations 
Shenwood Park Malt 


TelCet Comm 
162 26 Strathmoor Dr. 


Spruce Grove 
Maximum Mobily 


80 - 96 Campsite Ra. 
716 Westland Market Mail 
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Spicy cuisine on 


SHARMAN HNATIUK / sharman@vueweekly.com 


y tummy and taste buds 
truly believe that Edmonton 
is home to some of the best 


ethnic food available. In the down- 
town area alone, I can find an assort- 
ment of restaurants that cater to 
exotic tastes: sushi, dim sum, pero- 
gies and kebabs can all be found scat- 
tered along Jasper Avenue. 
Unfortunately, the same can not be 
said for Edmonton's surrounding 
communities. 

As a resident of St Albert, I have my 
choice of a couple of ethnic restau- 
rants. However, if I’m looking for 
authentic Indian food, I usually have 
to kick it to the south side for some 
Millwoods curry or hit up one of the 
more formal restaurants downtown. 
Apparently, I'm not alone in St Albert 
with my cravings for butter naan and 
chicken tikka, so the owners of down- 
town’s Haweli decided to open a 
satellite location. Manager Goldie 
Hazrah informed me that they have a 
large number of clients from St Albert 
who encouraged the move and stated 
the need for an Indian restaurant in 
the northern suburb. They held off 
opening another venue until they had 
the qualified staff to support an expan- 
sion. Head chef Depender Singh, with 
two years experience at the down- 
location, has moved to the 
newly opened Liberton Drive location 

I am embarrassed to say I have 
never visited downtown's Haweli 
but I have heard nothing but rave 
1 decided I must try the new 
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location, as the restaurant was liter- 
ally a two-minute walk from my 
house. I learned from Goldie that the 
menu is the same as the downtown 
location, specializing in authentic 
north Indian dishes. 

Two of my friends agreed to join 
me for my St Albert Indian food 
adventure, and graciously sat back 
while I did the ordering. I returned 
from India in May after 10 weeks 
indulging in both culture and cuisine. 
I believe that one of two things hap- 
pens when you go to India: you get 
dysentery, lose a bunch of weight and 
come home skinny or you have an 
iron gut, gorge on amazing food and 
come home with a butter naan belly. 
The benefit of the latter is that I tried 
just about everything there was to eat 
in India and knew exactly what I 
wanted to order. 


SINCE ONE OF MY friends is a 
pescatarian (no flesh but some fish), 
1 decided on vegetarian dishes with 
one seafood exception. While most 
North Americans stick to spicy butter 
chicken or lamb vindaloo, I went 
veggie while in India. This probably 
helped me avoid any tummy trou- 
bles, and after watching a cow eat a 
diaper on the beach in Goa I was 
determined to stay a vegetarian until 
my return home. 


EXPERIENCE 


FRESH MARKET CUISINE 


like you never tasted! 


edelails and the full menu visil wwwjacksgrillca 


Reservations: 434-1113 





I also took cooking courses in the 
north and south, which helped me get 
a better understanding of the regional 
cuisines. What I learned was that 


GREAT HEAD /21 [37 aa 
the St Albert scene 





there are vegetarian Indian dishes that 
are absolutely amazing, and the tradi- 
tional food isn’t half as hot as the Indi- 
an food I've had in Canada. 





While we got the rundown on the. 
new location from the manager, \), 
indulged in the vegetarian comp, 
appetizer ($13) which include, 
paneer pakoras, cauliflower pakora;__ 
and vegetarian samosas. All we;, 
delicious, decidedly un-greasy anq 
accompanied by two tasty home 
made dipping sauces. 

I ordered the Navratan Korma 
($12), a mixed vegetable curry cooked 
in a creamy sauce, which was 
favourite of mine in India. I will ce; 
tainly order it again, as their creamy 
version was better than any I had on 
my travels. We absolutely inhaled the 
Shrimp Butter Masala ($17). The dish 
featured large prawns cooked i; 
cream and tomato sauce with a thick 
creamy texture that was perfect fo; 
coating our double-order of butte: 
naan ($2.50). 

Our final curry selection was Daal 
Mahkni ($11), a lentil and kidney 
bean dish cooked in ginger, garlic 
and a creamy sauce. We finished the 
trio with an order of saffron rice 
($4). None of our dishes were burn- 
ing hot. Instead, the flavours and 
subtle spices kept our hands reach 
ing for more. To compliment the 
spices, my companions easi| 
downed a bottle of Fabiano Pino 

Grigio ($27) from Veneto, Italy. The 
felt that the slightly sweet wine with 
a hint of green apples was an exce! 
lent pair with the aromatic spices in 
each of the curries. 
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avel the world at your grocery store 


ERIN MIKALUK / erin@vueweekly.com 
dmonton, like many cities in 
| ee is a multicultural 
town, Cultures from places as 
diverse as southern Europe, southeast 
Asia and sub-Saharan Africa are all 
well-represented in our city’s popula- 
tion. 

What is new, though, is the ready 
access Edmontonians now enjoy to 
foods from those cultures. One flip 

‘through the restaurant section of 
Edmonton's Yellow Pages reveals that 
this city is brimming with internation- 

_al food choices available at our fin- 

-gertips. 

Gigantic ethnic supermarkets are 
popping up in every corner of the city. 
‘Trecently visited the Italian Centre 


different 
be eae of 





2/SHOPPING 


South and was astonished by dozens 
of choices of cheeses and meats— 
sliced to your liking and cheaper than 
any other place I've found in the city. 
An entire aisle was dedicated to olive 
oil, with every type and brand avail- 
able. Another aisle was dedicated to 
pasta: rotini, tubes, bow ties—you 
name it, they had it. 

Specialty stores featuring Asian 
foods are also becoming increasingly 
common. T&T in West Edmonton 
Mall is not just about Chinese food. It 
also has a wide range of Korean and 
Japanese foods to satisfy their cus- 


tomers’ tastes. For Ukrainians, there 
are specialty stores galore that pump 
out perogies, borscht and cabbage 
rolls. 


NOWADAYS, HOWEVER, you don’t have 
to be in the know about which spe- 
cialty stores to visit for which interna- 
tional foods. And you don’t have to go 
to five different stores to get a mixed 
international food experience. Gro- 
cery store chains from Safeway and 
Superstore to Costco are now catering 
to multi-cultural customers and the 
diverse palate of our fair city. 

To remain competitive in a dog- 
eat-dog grocery retail market, store 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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Creative Regional Cuisine 
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NFL GAMES ON SUNDAYS! 












TUESDAY NIGHTS 


CELTIC JAM "38a" | 


JAM SESSION AT 9:30PM PLUS IRISH DANCERS AT 11PAt 
WEDNESDAY INTER: 


CHRIS WINRTER 


i Rl TRACTOR PLUS G 
SATURDAY AFTERNOONS WITH 


CHRIS WYNTERS & GUESTS 


SPEND YOUR SATURDAY AFTERNOONS WITH Us - 3PM 


SUNDAY NIGHTS 


OPEN STAGE = JOE BIRD 












ONDAY NOVEMBER 


SLOW BURN 


ww -S1_ow VEURN CA _ 
Tale tala aLew Dens ead saseadeMs sas easeAOe 





OR OUR CELTIC unppe 
co wi THE MUSIC OF 
MCKEEVER’ & CROSSING! 
4-8 PM THIS FRI 
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ALL THE ACTION 


THURSDAY NOVEMBER 156 VS. MINNESOTA Wi 

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 17. VS CALGARY FLAMES 
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 20° © VS VANCOUVER GANUCKS 
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 22 V5. COLORADO AVALANCHE 
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va AND ORINK SPECIALS THROUGHOUT THE G 
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ALL US NOW ABOUT 
CATERING a TIS ASS 


9114 51 AVE 10646 170 ST 

















Saturdays 8am - 3pm 


10310-83 Ave 


12028 149 ST 





Edmonton, Ab 
Open year ‘round! Lots of free parking! 


SHOPPING 


owners and managers look for ways 
to stock more ethnic foods on their 
shelves. What was before only avail- 
able to members of certain cultures is 
now being brought into the main- 
stream—and customers are clearly 
digging the new trend. 

A recent trip to my neighbourhood 
Safeway was a clear example. I'd 
arrived home late from work one 
night, craving some immediate nour- 
ishment. One look in my fridge left me 
feeling deflated. There was nothing in 
the house to make for dinner and I 
was feeling too cheap to order in. | 
got back in my car and drove the five- 
minute trip to Safeway. 

My demands were simple. | wanted 
something healthy that could be pre- 
pared in less than 10 minutes. I made 
a beeline for the deli. I expected to 
find the typical selection of sandwich- 
es, soups and maybe some Chinese 
food. I found them, but what | didn’t 
expect to find was the large amount 
of ethnic foods. 

The shelves offered sushi, complete 
with wasabi, ginger and soy sauce. 
There were samosas, golden brown 
triangle pastries stuffed with cajun rice, 
beans, carrots and corn. I also found 
green onion cakes, one of my favourite 
snack foods. | thought they were only 
available at the Taste of Edmonton 
booth I crave all year. These particular 
green onion cakes can be cooked up in 
less than 30 seconds in your toaster. I 
bought one of each. 





INDIAN 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18 


THE FLOOR DESIGN ana décor of the 
new location is beautiful. We snug- 
gled into a booth on the main floor 
set below an extremely high, open- 
air ceiling, There was a two-way, 
connecting staircase that leads to 
an upstairs section which can also 
be booked for private parties. My 
fashion-designer dinner guest 
shared my opinion that Haweli is 
the most elegant restaurant in St 
Albert, but in a completely comfort- 
able and relaxed way. 

By the time we had licked our 
plates clean and settled the $95 bill, 1 
realized that we had been there for 
over two hours. While the décor and 
the quality of the food make Haweli in 
St Albert a great date night out, the 
design and staff create a warm and 
inviting atmosphere. 


A VISIT TO THE FRUIT aiste for som 
dessert also proved to be an intern; 
tional experience. | don’t know abou 
most people, but there were fruits jp 
there that I’d never seen or heard 
before. Fruits with spikes emerging 
from a bright orange skin were calle, 
Spiky Melons, yellow Star-shape, 
fruits with a thick skin were calle, 
Starfruit. Tangelos were a combina 
tion of tangerine and grapefruit. 

l-must say, as someone whos, 
usual shopping list consists 4 
bananas and apples, I felt rather pos) 
and sophisticated as I reached over |, 
pick out the yummiest looking Sta; 
fruit I could find. On my way ou | 
also picked up a Pad Thai ready-to 
eat kit to save for the next time | hag 
an emergency craving for somethiy. 
new. 

Armed with my green onion cak« 
samosas, sushi, Pad Thai and Sta; 
fruit, 1 headed to the cashier to co; 
plete my purchase. I was thrilled wit) 
my quick way to experience food 
from around the world for the lo 
price of $18. My husband and | had an 
exotic dinner, complete with desser 
purchased from my local grocery 
store. Customers looking to have theiy 
own night of dining international! 
can only expect the ethnic food sele: 
tion to grow. 

Whether it’s increased immigration 
a blending of cultures or the mor 
daring and trendy tastes of Edmonto 
nians, one thing is for sure—when i 
comes to food available at Edmon 
ton’s grocery store market, it’s an 
thing but a small world. v 


I encourage lovers of the downtown 
location to take the drive out to SI 
Albert to see the new space. | also 
encourage readers to break out of the 
butter chicken mould and order a few 
vegetarian delights off the extensive 
menu. I am already looking forward 'o 
coming back to try the chana masala 
(chickpeas) and palak paneer (spinach 
cheese), two dishes | loved in India thal 
the owner assured me were delicious 
The buffet goes Sunday to Friday and 
includes a number of meat and vege 
tarian dishes, naan, rice and dessert. 

I am delighted to have this new 
Indian delight in my back yard. For s 
many years, St Albert Trail has been @ 
culinary scorched earth of fast food 
forcing St Albert residents to head 
into Edmonton to have a nice meal. ! 
am pleased to see a handful of restau 
rants that have made a tasty addition 
to the St Albert food scene, and happy 
to see stylish ethnic option added to 
the suburban city. ¥ 
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is the sun lays lower in the sky and our 
get shorter, it’s time to think about 
arker beers to warm our bodies and our 
ris. Of course, if we think winter is 
sno here, try living in the Yukon. Those 
ts need a very special beer to get them 
sugh the weeks of no sun at all. 
Yukon Brewery—Canada’s most 
erly brewery—has crafted a beer to 
” ft chose long, dark nights when the only 
hing you can do is sit around a fire and 
sli, about the crappy weather. They also 
igured out how to help keep you awake 
virhout the help of sunlight: there's a big 
Shot of espresso in every bottle. 

" More accurately, they added espresso 
‘toffee beans, freshly roasted in White- 
norse, to the mash. And yes, the caffeine 
survives. The result is Midnight Sun Espres- 
$0 Stout, which is ironic given that they 
“aren't getting any sun right now. The beer 
‘also has a touch of oats, which smoothes 
" uit the rough edges of the coffee. 

~ Midnight Sun comes in an impressive, 
) one-litre flip-top bottle. Perfect for collec- 
tors, the size is also ideal for sharing with 
your friends. If you're the selfish type and 
"fing the whole 6.2% bottle for yourself, 







restaurant 


PLT lounge 


Edmonton City Centre 
102 Ave. & 100A St. 
426-4RMS (4767) 


THU - SAT - NOV. 22-24 


just make sure you don't drive afterward. 

In the glass, the pitch black beer has 
just the tiniest hint of ruby at the edges. 
The head is deep tan and thick, lingering 
at a lower level through the drink. It holds 
up surprising well considering the coffee 
oils and oats present in the beer. 

A moderate coffee roast is the dominant 
aroma, with some barley roast playing 
backup. The coffee is rounded with some 
gentle chocolate and molasses sweetness. 
The aroma could use a bit more malty 
sweetness, but that is nitpicking. 

The initial taste is like a traditional 
stout. It starts with some roast and neu- 
tral malt sweetness, but then the coffee 
builds in the middle. The coffee is silky 








New 
fall menu 
available 

now! 





and soft. The finish is slightly sweet with 
some hop bitterness and a lingering 
roast. The roast lasts a long time after 
the swallow, creating a building sensa- 
tion while you drink it. 

What | particularly appreciate about 
this beer is its balance between roasted 
coffee and roasted barley. Neither domi- 
nates, and the end result is a beer that 
plays with your palate, daring you to fig- 
ure out if you are drinking a coffee or a 
regular stout. 

There is nothing you can do about it; 
winter is here. You might as well find a 
close friend, open a big bottle of Mid- 
night Sun and cuddle up for the next four 
months. w 
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St Albert's new Haweli is already 
keen on supporting their new commu- 
nity by hosting an event on Sun, Nov 
25. For $100 you can feast on their 
fabulous food and wine, with all pro- 
ceeds going to the St Albert Sturgeon 
Hospital. Call 459.4808 for details. 


47H AND FILM 

4th and Vine has posted their upcom- 
ing Sunday Movie Nights. On Nov 25, 
John Travolta dons a brassiere for 
Hairspray, followed by an animation 
double feature on the 2nd, and 
Pirates of the Caribbean 3, Harry 
Potter 5, The Simpsons Movie and 
Blade Runner through the month of 
December. Order off the menu and 
enjoy a free film by calling 497.7858 
or email 4thandvine@telus. net. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culi- 
nary happenings around town. Got an 
event, an announcement or some 
substantiated gossip? _—_ Email 
dish@vueweekly.com of fax 
426.2889. 
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Plus! 


Every entré comes with our 


amazing salad bar! 


10425 100 Ave. 
(780) 420-9958 


Now everyone can give great gifts 


Do you, or someone you love, need the caring support of Elf Help? 


Let Elf Help make you feel good about gift giving again. 


Visit Moxies.com/elfhelp and learn'to love your inner ila 


MORE ELF HELP: 


Buy $50 in Moxie’s 


te Bi te caer 
a set of two free Moxie’s Big Life™ glasses”. 


ft cards and you'll receive 
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Whatever you're in the mood Tor 
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COME INTO YOUR LOCAL FORD 
OR LINCOLN DEALER RIGHT NOW AND DRIVE 
AWAY THE BEST DEALS OF THE SEASON ON 
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MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
f hese are kind of memorials 
4 of people or memorials of 
certain times with people,” 
explains Jeff Kulak of Alphabet 
Boys, a self-published book project 
that is the Edmonton-based design- 
€r/illustrator’s latest collaboration 
with his childhood friend, writer 
Emma Hooper. “But the theme is not 
the only thing holding it together.” 
Home on vacation from her doc- 
toral studies in the UK, Hooper 
approached Kulak with a group of 
her wordplay works—it seems dis- 
missive to call these “poems” when 
“they have the restrained intricacy of 
lyrical origami—built around the 
loose notion of 26 men and boys 
he'd known, however deeply or 
Slancingly. The pair had collaborated 
comfortably on several projects over 
we years, from short films to goofy 
“cfeative games, and both felt up for 
Something more ambitious. 
“Emma asked if these poems 
‘could be a framework for something 
else we could do together,” Kulak 
says. “I'd done artist books before, 
Dut it seemed to be trouble getting 
m out there. You could have this 
le, beautiful experience with it, 
it you'd have to wear gloves and 
in a gallery.” 
_ Kulak and Hooper aimed for a 
iore intimate feel with the book— 
Something you could pick up and 
old in your hand’—while attaching 
a gallery show to the project to have 
it also experienced as a visual art 
ece. (Lining the wall of Latitude 
S Projex Room, Alphabet Boys’ 
ONOs are “same scale; different 





Jeff Kulak plays to type in Alphabet Boys 
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=| ALPHABET BOYS 

ce | WORDS BY EMMA HOOPER 

| PICTURES BY JEFF KULAK 
CATITUDE 53; BOOK $15 
(AVAILABLE AT NOKOMIS, LATITUDE 53, LEVA 
AND ROYAL BISON CRAFT & ART FAIR) 


experience” than the book.) 

Hooper's side of the project was 
well underway before Kulak started 
working through the 26 illustrations, 
or resolving design and printing 
decisions. 

“I'd never done a suite of illustra- 
tions before. It was far more work 
than I expected,” Kulak says. Much of 
that work progressed over the past 
year while Hooper was back in the 
UK. The project developed over 
emails and marathon phone calls. “I 
looked at poetry books, but I was dis- 
appointed—! didn’t find anything to 
model it on. Then I went to an exhibi- 
tion in New York on French book art. 
The composition was wild! The play 
between image and type was there.” 


HOOPER HAD GIVEN him free reign in 
terms of representation, so Kulak, 
inspired by the NYC exhibition, lit on 
other parameters to keep the book 
visually cohesive as he ranged 
across subject matter. 

“I set out to make all the marks 
myself. There's some collage, but not 
much. | tried to think like 1 do when 
I'm silkscreening. | didn’t want to be 
too literal or alluding to something 
too concrete, but at the same time ! 
didn’t want to be just decorative.” 

Kulak took as much care setting 




























the type as he did illustrating, further 
delving into nostalgia with font choice 
(in a nifty design-nerd touch, he 
included the London Underground 
font as a nod to Hooper's current 
locale). He laboured over the spacing 
of text for a retro unhurried feel, and 
played with the architecture of the 
poems to heighten their theatricality. 

“Sometimes a poem makes it 
obvious how the type should be set, 
or composition. Type is rhythm, 
especially with poetry,” he adds. 

Kulak’s slavish attention and 
affection have made Alphabet Boys 
into a beautiful little fetish object, 
with the look, scale, and sensory feel 
of a beatnik children’s book. A vin- 
tage matte olive green provides the 
only colour, save for greys and 
browns in shading (another parame- 
ter). Kulak’s lines are sometimes 
dashing and wobbly, often exquisite- 
ly detailed. He draws impeccably 
expressive hands, outlandish robots, 
Tom Selleck moustaches, and 
adorable cartoonish elephants. As 
befits “memorials,” Kulak’s frag- 
mented drawings conjure up the 
imperfect preservation of memory, 
complete with its tenuous linkages 
and dream-like associations, and a 
nostalgic mood that encompasses 
the ‘50s through to the '70s. 

“There needed to be an inherent 
balance between language and visu- 
al content,” he concludes. “Am | 
overpowering the words, or under- 
scoring them? Are we pointing to 
the same thing?” 

Alphabet Boys certainly suggests 
Hooper and Kulak share a common 
direction. v 
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Yes it’s Ladies’ night, 
oh what a night 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vuaweekly,com 


hy do they get to have all 
We fun? We've all thought 
that at least once in our 


lives. You may have found yourself 
watching the studio audience of a 
Rachel Ray, Ellen or CityLine show 
(it’s okay, you can admit it) and won- 
dered that very question 

Well, you wouldn't be the only 
one, and it’s the essence of that 
query that brought about Hey 
Ladies! 

“Nobody gets a chance to go toa 
show and feel like they're special— 
especially ladies,” explains Davina 
Stewart, who joined forces with 
Leona Brausen and Cathleen Root- 
saert to plan the show. “It kind of 
bugs me, I'm watching these shows 
and they talk about stuff, like really 
cool things in their city, and give 
people stuff, and I never get that! 
How come | never get to have that 
fun? And I thought, oh, well, I guess 
you just have to do it, right?” 

However, given the minds behind 
the affair—that'll happen again in 
February and May and is part of the 
Roxy's Performance Series—you'd 
rightly guess that Hey Ladies! will be 
more than just a copycat of any of 
those daytime talk shows. 

Sure, there'll be things like a band 
(the Secretaries), acupuncture face- 
lifts, a wine-tasting and advice on 
holiday hairdos and cashmere 
sweaters, but there'll also be a cou- 
ple of short performances that have 
been written by Trevor Schmidt and 
Conni Massing, as well as relation- 
ship poetry by Mark Kozub 

“It’s kind of like day-time informa- 


FRI NOV 23 (0 PM) 


EY LADIES! 
WITH DAVINA STEWART, CATHLEEN ADOTSAERT, 
LEONA BRAUSEN, THE SECRETARIES, 
ANDREA HOUSE MARK KOZUB, 
JEFFHALABY, MICHAEL BERARD 
AONY THEATRE (10708 - 124 81), $20 


PREVUE 


tion talk show with the late-night 
jokes,” Stewart says. 


THE PERFORMANCES ASIDE, the 


evening couldn't really be fashioned 
like a large-scale girls’ night out 
without some audience participation 
For the “Dear Ladies” portion, audi- 
ence members will be invited to ask 
advice on the things that plague 
them, anonymously if they choose 
Any budding Abbies or Josey Vogels 
might even have the opportunity to 
dish from their fount of wisdom 

Although Stewart admits that put- 
ting together Hey Ladies! might seem 
like a lot of work for a single night 
there's more than enough payoff. 

“They're just kind of special 
events. It just suddenly made sense 
that, oh, you don’t have to do a 
whole run of a show, but you can 
make it a fun night,” she says. “It’s 
all stuff that we want to do and lean 
about, too. It’s like when I hang out 
with my friends. We like to have a 
glass of wine and talk about stuff like 
‘acupuncture, oh my god!,’ and 
facelifts and ‘did you try that new 
cream?’ And ‘they have this on sale 
where? What?’ 

"I'm a girl, yeah.” 

And girls just want to have all the 
fun, right? v 
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Former poet laureate Bowering gets much ado about reprinting 


Jay ‘SMITH / jeyOverweat.zem 
i ithout a storyteller, 
George Vancouver is just 
another dead sailor,” 
writes George Bowering in the pro- 
logue to Burning Water, his 1980 
novel about the colonial exploits of 
Captain Vancouver that is presently 
being re-released by Vancouver pub- 
lisher New Star Books. Immediately 
recognized as one of Canada’s great 
postmodern novels, for its weaving of 
Bowering's autobiography and global 
meanderings into the story of Captain 
Vancouver's search for the Northwest 
Passage, as well as for its ludic incor- 
poration of “Indian” perspectives, 
Burning Water won the 1980 Governor 
General's Award 
The book also entered into an aca- 
demic climate where, as Bowering 
puts it, “Canadian universities ... were 
going all hot-to-trot about Canadian 
postmodern fiction.” Burning Water all 





but immediately became a fixture on 
university syllabi and “it became one 
of the main texts that people used for 
courses like that. So naturally there 


Oi} City Perky 


PROUDLY PRESENT 


Sinnre he 


CHUNK 


WITH SPOOKTACULAR GUESTS 


HOLLYWOOD ASSASSYN 


THE BENDERS 


$7S.00.. advance 
$20.00. tne sn 


license 


were dozens and dozens of articles 
written about it, and theses, and so 
on and so forth. So it became one of 
those texts.” 
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And then, like a dead sailor without 
a storyteller, it went out of print. The 
cyclical fates of in print/out-of-print 
are oddly akin to “the strange fancy” 
that initially motivated Bowering to 
recast the narrative of Vancouver in 
the first place: “The strange fancy that 
history is given and history is taken,” 
as he explains. 

In other words, it’s strange that the 
presence of a book or writer in the 
popular imagination is almost entirely 
dependent upon its availability in 
print. So Burning Water went out of 
print, was picked up by Penguin, who 
published it for about a decade, and 
went out of print again. What reflec- 
tion this constant process of appear- 
ance and disappearance says about 
society's appetite for tales in which 
European hubris is humourously dis- 
mantled is matter for speculation. 


THAT ASIDE, as Bowering launches the 
third publisher reprinting Burning 
Water, he is also celebrating the 
paperback release of his poetry col- 
lection, Vermeer’s Light, which 
includes poems Bowering wrote from 
1996 to 2006. This includes the period 
that Bowering was Canada’s first poet 
laureate, the position that he held 
from 2602 to 2004. 

While the global inheritance of 
Burning Water editions were, at this 
time, likely safely ensconced on uni- 
versity library bookshelves, Vermeer’s 
Light suffered from an excess of popu- 
larity. 

“Well, it came out in hardback and 
we were going to have a launch, but 
the by the time the launch was set for, 
it had sold out!” says Bowering. “So 
there was no point in having a 
launch, because there weren't any 
books left. 

"{The folks at Talonbooks] were 
taking a chance, because poetry never 
comes out in hardback anymore,” he 
continues. “But Karl [Talonbooks’ 
publisher] had some weird notion in 
his head, and he was right.” 

Hardback poetry collections are 
typically reserved for poetic super- 
stars: Michael Ondaatje’s first post- 
English Patient collection, Handwriting, 
Leonard Cohen's Book of Longing, or 
the decidedly less literary Knights in 
Shining Armour by former pop star, 
Jewel. (‘It’s time,” laughs Bowering at 
Jewel's less-than-illustrious descent 
into a second-hand bookstore staple, 
“for Britney Spears to come out with a 


BURNING WATER 
BY GEORGE BOWERING 
REPRINTED BY NEW STAR BOOKS 


VERMEER’S LIGHT 
BY GEORGE BOWERING 
REPRINTED BY TALONBOOKS 
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book of poetry.”) 


VERMEER’ LIGHT INCLUDES, tike ma 


collected books of poems, fodde: 
the collector: slight revisions of eariie, 
poems. Bowering is remarkably proli- 
ic, having produced over 80 boo 
over the years (at least, that’s accor 
ing to the biography on the bookjac| 
et of Vermeer’s Light), so it’s n 
always easy to keep up with his p: 
ects. 

“If you're somebody like Earle 1) 
ney was,” says Bowering of the revi 
sion process, “you revise them ever 
time a new collected poems come 
out. You keep revising the damned 
poems. He never stopped revising 
was revising poems as they were pul 
ting him in the grave. 

“I don’t do that. But I have mad: 
some changes. It’s nice for the colle: 
tors [to make some changes],”h 
jokes, “because then they have | 
have all the different versions.” 

One of the appeals of Vermce! 
Light for the collector, university s\\ 
dent who has been forced to writ 
upon Bowering’s canonized port 
“My Grandfather,” or just the curiol! 
reader, is the essay “Rewriting My 
Grandfather.’” The essay documen! 
the creation and rise to fame o! !" 
poem, then Bowering’s subseque' 
attempt to rewrite it beyond recog"! 
tion. 

“It’s the poem I’ve been so despe! 
ately trying to kill, but it keeps show 
ing up,” says Bowering. 


And try to kill he does: Bower": 


employs various literary torture tec! 
niques (so to speak) pioneered by '" 
French literary experimentalis's 
Oulipo, sends the poem through con 
puter translation programmes an’ 
perhaps the most disfiguring ©! all 
Microsoft Word's spell check. 


Yet the poem lingers. And tic 


essay, told in Bowering’s inimit: able 
manner fusing personal anecdote 4! 


the literary, entertains. And, as suc! 


it manages to encapsulate the curiov» 
joy of rewriting, rereading and, 
course, reprinting. v 
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{'ve always subscribed 
notion that all art should 
onditions of music. Music 
se a unique power, pene- 
or world of dreams, 
‘desires with inexplicable 
yet simultaneously able to 
of solidarity between indi- 
ho might otherwise never feel 
‘united. If | have a single overriding bias 
when assessing the books or films | write 
about, it's most certainly my attraction to 
anything that has some shape, rhythm or 
tone that works like music. 

Much as | love music, however, | find 
myself becoming increasingly curmud- 
geonly in my attitude toward our easy 
access to and/or abundance of music in 
every aspect of daily public life. In The 
Unbearable Lightness of Being, Milan 
Kundera has a character lament one’s 
jnability to sit down for a meal ina 
‘restaurant without being bombarded with 
‘music. Luis Bunuel, in his contemporane- 
‘ous memoir My Last Sigh, lamented how 
‘difficult it was for him to find a bar where 
music was not always being played. He 
jiked to devise his films in bars, and 
found that incessant background music 
interfered with his ability to daydream 
freely. Twenty years and several leaps in 
‘technology later and the protests made in 
these books now seems quaint: the 
thoughtless battery of music has virtually 
conquered modern life. Like anything of 


NWA KNAPMAN / brenna@vueweekly.com 
ior theatre fans, the 16th year of 
the Loud ‘N’ Queer Cabaret 
= promises to be a “grab bag of 
jueer culture,” according to Darrin 
Hagen. 
_ The multi-disciplinary cabaret per- 
orms every piece they receive, offer- 
ing a stepping stone for queer writers 
“and performers. But it isn’t just the- 
atre: previous entertainment has 
‘included puppet shows, singer/song- 
Writers and even beat poetry. The 
baret showcases it all, which only 
dds to the excitement. It’s a chance 
© see what else is going on out there. 
A joint effort between Guys In Dis- 
guise and Workshop West Theatre, 
Loud ‘N’ Queer consistently delivers a 
d of well-known talent and hot, 
h for" newbies. The cabaret is a 
‘at place to see performances 
before the performers get big, and has 


for some amazing talent. 
_ ‘There's always brand new writing 
lat takes you by storm, takes you by 
urprise,” says Hagen, adding that it 
often helps people develop careers. 
‘Is really exciting to see, because | 
| like I get to see the first steps of 
Mat." He points to someone like Bryce 


ainly been the breeding ground” 


beauty, when the presence of music 
becomes total it becomes taken for grant- 
ed: it plays and plays, but no one hears it. 

I'm getting too gloomy. The point of this 
column is in fact to call attention to a new 
book that | think functions as a welcome 
antidote to this musical malaise, one that 
celebrates the enduring bond between our 
Species and the infinite varieties of music 
that haunt us. Oliver Sacks is among the 
world’s most successful popular science 
writers for a good reason: he conveys the 
study of neurological science through nar- 
fatives that seize upon struggles with the 
business of living that anyone can relate 
to. In a voice that’s always as compassion- 
ate as it is curious, he reveals our vulnera- 
bility to the dictates of biochemistry, yet as 
he does so, the science to which he sur- 
renders so much enthusiasm suddenly 
begins to expand life’s possibilities rather 
than shrink them. 

Musicophilia (Knopf, $34.95) is Sacks‘s 
latest, and in some ways—though I'm not 
even sure if Sacks himself is aware of it— 
it feels like a summation of his previous 
books. It frequently draws upon case stud- 
ies from those books to help flesh out his 
concentrated exploration of our strange 
contract with music, a force that alone 
seems to break though countless barriers 
raised by defects of our brains. Sacks 
explains how the brains of talented musi- 
cians are physically distinctive from those 
of non-musicians, yet he spends more time 
marvelling at the musical abilities of peo- 
ple whose brains might seem to promise 
no special talents whatsoever. 


SACKS TELLS OF A 42-year-old man with 


No previous special interest in music who 
became obsessed to the point of throwing 


Kulak, an ex-pat who moved to 
Toronto and recently released his sec- 
ond cd Tin Can Telephone, as an 
example of someone who got his start 
thanks to Loud ‘N’ Queer. 

Hagen himself wrote his first piece 
for a Loud ‘N’ Queer cabaret, and 
went on to write, direct and perform 


d 
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everything away for a career as a concert 
pianist after being struck by lightning. He 
tells of a man fully gripped by Alzheimer's 
who remembers the baritone part of every 
song he ever sang in his 40 years with an a 
cappella group. He tells of a man with the 
worst case of amnesia on record, a man 
who doesn’t recognize the wife who's 
cared for him daily since his debilitating 
brain infection 20 years ago, yet who can 
sit down at a piano and play a Bach Pre- 
lude with grace. He may not remember 
who Bach is, but once the notation is 
placed before him, he “remembers” haw to 
play and for that time and only that time 
does he truly have a present. 

But Sacks also relays fascinating anec- 
dotes about those for whom music has 
been a sort of curse: victims of musical hal- 





in countless other plays and achieve 
Edmonton celebrity status, Hagen 
talks about a vibrant community of 
writers, poets and performers who 
“have broken past the bar scene and 
gone on to professional careers.” 


NATHAN CUCKOW DEVELOPED his first 
ARTS 





lucinations, overwhelming musical sensi- 
tivity, or, perhaps most disturbing of all, a 
complete lack of affect toward music. (He 
counts William and Henry James, Vladimir 
Nabokov, and Freud among those famed 
artists and intellectuals seemingly uninter- 
ested or even hostile toward music.) As 
already evidenced in Awakenings, Sacks’s 
famous book on his experiences with 
encephalitis sufferers, music has often 
been a tremendous therapeutic tool for 
treating numerous severe neurological dis- 
orders, yet it can also be the bane of some, 
such as the 19th-century music critic 
Nikonov, who eventually became so 
painfully afflicted by musical antipathy that 
any music, however soft, would send him 
into convulsions. (Nikonov authored a pam- 
phlet entitled Fear of Music, a title eventu- 
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brainchild of Loud ‘N’ Queer into a 
one-man show, StandupHomo. Later, 
another cabaret piece became 
BASH, a gay rap opera he co-wrote 
with Chris Craddock 

“| kind of got a start at Loud ‘N' 
Queer,” he says. He also mentions 
writer Nick Green, filmmaker Trevor 
Anderson and musician Andy 
Northrup as previous cabaret talent 
Cuckow is adamant about the need 
for such events to continue, noting 
the importance for writers to see their 
work performed infront of an-audi- 
ence. “It’s where | first started to 
write, where | first started to perform 
work, was encouraged and inspired to 
develop it further. It’s been instrumen- 
tal in my development as a queer 
playwright for sure.” 

This year Cuckow is part of the 
hired acting ensemble. The group 
sees the scripts a week before the 
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ally appropriated by Talking Heads for one 
of their very best records.) 

Sacks strings together his tales and 
observations by theme, leading to no 
Sweeping thesis aside from the sum of 
his book's parts, which seem to me to 
work just fine, since it's the very mystery 
of music that makes these readings so 
compelling. The final scene described in 
Musicophilia features several individuals, 
each of them confined largely to the 
island constructed from their own severe 
dementia, suddenly brought together by 
music which they had no idea was com- 
ing, nor will they recall after it disap- 
pears. And it's such moments that remind 
us eloquently of music’s special ephemer- 
al quality, one so seductive and so heart- 
breaking. w 


There’s more to Loud ‘N’ Queer than just being loud and queer 


event, and spends that week work- 
shopping the pieces in time for the 
performance. “It’s an exciting process, 
a fly-by-the-seat-of-your-pants 
process,” says Cuckow. 

As a convenient coming-of-age 
present, Loud ‘N’ Queer kicks off the 
first year of Exposure, Edmonton's 
Queer Arts and Culture Festival 

"It's exciting to see queer culture 
burst past the boundaries of Loud ‘N’ 
Queer,” says Hagen of their participa- 
tion in the city-wide event 

Cuckow is also excited to see the 
development of queer culture in 
Edmonton. The expansive, welcoming 
nature is evident in the wide-open 
definition of queer. 

‘It's all encompassing,” says Cuck- 
ow. Hagen, too, stresses the politics 
of inclusion, saying even straight 
writers to whom queer culture is 
important are.welcome to the 
unjuried Loud ‘N’ Queer cabaret 
because it isn’t about “lines of sexual 
identity drawn in the sand.” Right. 
It's about fun, having something to 
say, and seeing new stuff. 

Perhaps Cuckow sums it up best. 
“Everything happens at Loud ‘N 
Queer." Vv 
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Gét under the mistletoe with Good King WTF 


PAUL way / blinov@vueweekly.com 

hristmas is typically known as 

the season of giving, reunions 

and overly cliché togetherness; 
the whole thing’s so damned inno- 
cent, it’s practically begging to be 
dragged through the slushy gutter—a 
task that Mostly Water Theatre is all 
too happy to undertake. 

The members of the Edmonton- 
based sketch group are once again 
raising their middle fingers to the 
holidays with Xxxmas 3: Good 
King WTF. Yuletide spirit offers 
them plenty of material to twist 
and taint, but company member 
Sam Varteniuk admits that by its 
third helping of Christmas foolish- 
ness, Mostly Water’s having to 
expand on what exactly consti- 
tutes Christmas. 

“The first year it was easy enough, 
‘cuz you're sending up Christmas, and 
there’s certain obvious skits that 
come to mind: someone who gives 
awful Christmas presents, [or] the 
whole idea of Santa having labour 
problems,” Varteniuk explains. “Last 
year there was more of the same; we 
still had a number of ideas. But this 
year, we decided to make it less 
Christmas and more holiday [and] 
winter-centered. 

“More than anything, we’ll just 
write whatever we think is funny and 
fit it into Christmas,” he continues. “A 
scene becomes a Christmas scene 
when you set it in a line-up to buy a 
Christmas present.” 


November 23rd, 7pm 


fetes | THU, NOV 22-SAT DEC 
XXXMAS 3: 


GOOD KING WTF 

WRITTEN BY & STARRING CRAIG BUCHERT, 
MATT STANTON, SAM VARTENIUK TRENT WILKIE 
PCL STUDIO, TRANS ALTA ARTS BARNS 
(10330 84 AVE), $10 15 


THE VERY FRST xxxmas show was what 
originally brought Varteniuk together 
with Craig Buchert, Matt Stanton and 
Trent Wilkie under the Mostly Water 
moniker. Since then, they've been 
stringing together hit Fringe appear- 
ances and well-received comedy 
shows like red and green icicle lights. 

Past successes aside, Varteniuk still 
doesn't feel like he’s got Edmonton 
completely wrapped up and under 
Mostly Water's tree. The group's 
growing fanbase may bust a gut 
laughing at Good King WTF, but he’s 
more interested in hearing if the 
uninitiated crack a smile at their fes- 
tive sketch comedy. 

“We always say that when we're 
doing a show, it’s the second-night 
crowd that's the real test,” Varteniuk 
Says. “[On] opening night, it’s all of 
our friends ... They love us, and 
they're familiar with our stuff, and 
that’s wonderful. But it’s interesting 
to hear the complete strangers who 
end up in there on the second and 
third night, to find out if we're really 
funny.” 

But on the off chance the show 
doesn’t provide heaps of holiday 
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Myer Horowitz Theatre 


Join the CKUA team as we celebrate 80 years of history with a LIVE variety show broadcast. 


The lineup includes: 


- A re-creation of the popular 1950's program, Hawaiian Sunset 


- Ascene from the CKUA drama Guy Faulkrand: Gentleman Adventurer 
- The CKUA “Staff and Friends” All Star Band 
- Door prizes and of course — CAKE! 


Tickets $10 — available at www.ckua.com or 428-7595 
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Sheri Barelay 


chuckles, Varteniuk’s got a back-up 
plan to make sure everyone walks 
away Satisfied. 

“Our shows come with a second- 
base guarantee: you will get to sec- 


ond base at the show,” he states. “; 
not with your date, [then] jusi 
approach one of the Mostly Wate; 
Theatre representatives, and we'l| 
take you there.” w 


They've been to the outback, the 
backcountry, the bush, the ballet, camping, 
hiking, trekking, paddling, dancing, drinking, 
dining. They've been downtown, uptown, 
on the town, the playground, the dog 
pound, Motown. They’ve 
» beenon the ice, on the 
y” rocks, walked many city 
blocks. And they’re just 
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. few weeks about 
ng of Edmonton's 


‘local visual artist Renee 
with a contributors list 
, standouts from Edmon- 
c and art scenes, the Zolan 
lly kicks off this Thursday with a 
arty at the Pawn Shop. 
ays that the impetus to start 
was simple—he wanted to 
is and others’ voices to the polit- 
4| and cultural discourse of this city. 
““| wanted something to do that I 
d believe in—like some people 
with art or a band or some- 
g—I wanted something | could put 
of time into and expect that peo- 
ie would enjoy,” he says. "A zine was 
: he perfect opportunity for that.” 
_ With features such as show reviews, 
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Molti-medio designer 
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Gem doigr CSS 
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outlet, the Zolan. — 


jaceer designer Tickets: 780,453.2440 
domes foes and TixOsTheSquare.ce 
(2 for 1 Toosdey, Dex 4) 


FEATURING: BAYONETS!!!, BASTARD SOM, 
ACIOWASH, THE HUES THE SOMNAMBULIT 
THEPAWN SHOP (10561 -B2AVE), BY DONATION 


subversive cartoons, sex columns writ- 
ten by “professionals,” something by 
local fundamentalist Christian/mayoral 
candidate Bill Whatcott and homeless 
person fashion spreads, the Zolan does- 
n’t have a specific ideological bent, 
except perhaps inclusiveness. 

“I basically said, ‘If you want to do 
something, 1’ll print it.’ 1 don’t even 
edit it. | want as many opinions and 
perspectives as possible—have it be 
for the people from the people,” Pas- 
cal explains of the magazine's mis- 
sion, “It’s a voice to express opinions. 
I think a lot of the time people don’t 
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see enough opinions on things. 
Someone will see one thing on the 
news and because they saw that and 
that’s the only access to information 
that they have, then that becomes 





their opinion. What I’m saying is, 
‘Fuck that!’ knowledge is power, and 


why limit yourself?” 


THE DECISION 10 not accept advertis- 





ing and to not charge a fee for the 
zine was, Pascal explains, sort of an 
experiment. He wanted to see if there 
Was a way to provide content like the 
Zolan, and pay for it through hosting a 
huge party every month to coincide 
with the release of each zine, instead 
of charging money for the zine itself 
“It's like the Wu Tang says, ‘Cash 
tules everything around us,’” he says 
“Can you remove yourself from a soci- 
ety that runs on money? I don’t know 
but we've got this zine now and | like 
the aspect of ‘Fuck money, who needs 
money?’ This show is by donation and 
hopefully people will buy into it 
enough that we'll make our money 
back. If it doesn’t work then we'll fig- 
ure something out, but the two things 
I want to get away from are having 
outside advertisements and making 
people pay for it. 1 don’t want to com- 
promise on those two things.” v 


Edmonton’s Queer Arts & Culture Festival 


Expose yourself to new audiences. 
Expose yourself to new art. 


november 23 to december 1 2007 


Expose yourself to: 

Films at Metro Cinema Fatale: A Dangerous Night 
Drag King Cabaret of Femme Performance 
Queer Story Slam Exhibits at 

Photography Exhibits Art Gallery of Alberta, 
Ann Cvetkovich Latitude 53 and 

Ivan E. Coyote The Works Gallery 
Shawna Dempsey and and so much more! 
Lorri Millan 


Other festival happenings can be found at www.exposurefestival.ca 
Look for the festival program Nov. 15! Only in WUEEVVEEKLY 
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Pite looks to soldiers for 
inspiration in Lost Action 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry @vueweekly.com 
horeographer Crystal Pite was 
( on her way to work on 
Remembrance Day a couple of 
years ago when a tourist noticed a red 
poppy that she shad pinned to her 
backpack. He stopped to ask her about 
the emblem’s significance, and as Pite 
chatted with the young man, she 
became aware of a few similarities 
between dancers and soldiers. 

“Dance is Somewhat soldier-like— 
the physical work, the demands and 
discipline, the regimen and com- 
mands,” Pite explains. “Everything we 
do is created and destroyed in the same 
moment. Our work is always in the 
State of vanishing. So I began to draw a 
parallel between the dissolution of our 
bodies and the loss of our work as 
dancers to the loss of the veterans’ sto- 
ries from the First World War.” 

She took the points of convergence 
between two vastly different worlds 
into the studio and experimented with 
dance to understand the conflict of 
war and the loss of its stories. 

Coincidentally, Pite was right in the 
beginning stages of a new work about 
the ephemeral nature of dance, Lost 
Action. 

“There's a poignancy and a beauty 
and a sadness that I'd been thinking 
about over the last few years. You 
spend your whole life in dance, but 
there’s nothing to put in a drawer. You 
don’t carry anything with you. There 
are no artifacts.” 

The impermanence of her art 
allowed Pite to observe war from a 
dancer's perspective, but she was con- 
cerned that the concept might be a bit 
of a long shot. 

“There were times when I doubted it 
was the right thing to be doing,” she 
explains. “Dance is perceived by most 
people as being about joy and free- 
dom. But for me, that’s not just what 


Att | Fl HOV 23 SAT NOU 24 (8 
LOST ACTION 
PRESENTED BY KIDD POT 


CHOREOGRAPHY BY CRYSTAL PITE 
JOHN HAAR THEATRE (10045 - 158 ST), $i5/$z5 


PREVU 


dancing is. It’s my artistic expression 
And I have a lot of reverence for thos 
people [war veterans], and for thei 
stories, so it was quite daunting \o 
take on such a big subject. But | had 
lot of support and we stuck with 
Says Pite. 


FOR LOST ACTION, her tong-time 


laborator, composer Owen Beltoi 
created what Pite considers some o! 
his best material. An electro-acoustic 
score includes scratchy old records 
bells, weather sounds and spoken 
text instilled with an element of rep 
etition to gradually create a sense oi 
remembering. 

“It sounds like anther time, with 
ghostly voices from the past ... just like 
memory,” says Pite, who extended th 
concept of repetition into her choreog- 
raphy. “I turned to the same move 
ment theme over and over to stretch 
time and bring a sense of familiar) 
and memory. So it lets the audience 
inhabit the performance rather than 
just watch it.” 

Lost Action won BC's 2006 Alcan 
Performing Arts Award, and ha‘ 
received numerous excellent review 
since it began touring Canada |" 
September. 

“It's really nice to have all thes 
shows,” says Pite, who performs in th 
piece with six world-class dancers. ‘!! 
allows us to dig more deeply into the 
work, so it’s always growing an¢ 
developing. 

“I love that part of the process, an’ 


a 


the show just keeps getting better a" | 


better.” v 
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(ARTS 


5-156 St 
{adult)/$15 (stu- 


RY 12310 Jasper Ave (482- 
i 10am-5pm * TRANSFORMATIVE 
is by Greg Edmonson © Until 


AT CENTRE 590 Broadmoor Blvd, 
43) © CHRISTMAS MARKET 
ie Art Society of Strathcona County 
Request donation for Food Bank 


CIL GALLERY 1086-106 St 
‘Sat 10am-Spm (closed all hols) 
DIMENSIONS 2007: The 
il feature 36 pieces in various 
is Gallery: FROM 
itemporary felted objects made 
vi il Dec. 1 © 
AND INNOVATIONS: 
al Rug Hookers Guild juried exhibi- 
iS THE NIGHT CELEBRATION 
aft (toll free in Alberta); Nov. 23; 
le through the Alberta Craft Council 


6 St, Anne St, St, Albert (459- 
oil paintings by Shirley Cordes- 


A Enterprise Square, 100, 
5223) * Open Mon-Fri 10:30am- 
| (4-Bpm free); Sat-Sun 11am-5pm 
ind Sun (12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 
Artworks explore the idea of con- 
: illusion, Voeil, false reality and faux fin- 
‘sh; until Jan. 6 © THE 1950S FORD SHOW: drawings of a 
0 m memory; until Jan. 6 * POP ART: From 
i ada; until Nov. 25 « NEW 
rated by Catherine Crowston; until Feb. 
QUEER YOUTH ART: Edmonton's Queer 
Nov. 26-Dec. 1; Making Queer Art with your Family 
and Dec. 1(12-4pm); free * Members free; $10 
{adult)/$7 (senior/student), $5 (6-12yrs)/free (Syrs and 
under)/$20 (family-2 adults, 4 children) 


BELLEVUE | HALL 7308-112 Ave © 

stone Pottery Guild Christmas pottery sale * Nov. 
ores 

AL BISON CRAFT AND ART FAIR 
Society Building, 8426 Gateway Bivd (433- 
pate coal ses practical goods * Dec. 1-2 * 


118 Ave (471-1580) « A Carrot 
$ * Nov. 23 (6-10pm)-Nov, 24 
‘Social Art Experience: Up In Smoke; 
ely in a range of mediums creating art trad- 
Ph 471-1580 to pre-register; Thu, Nov. 29 


Normand Fontaine, Jeannette 
Pinard, and Frangoise Fiset * Nov, 23- 


ce 
Dee. 5 © Opening reception: Nov. 23 (7-8:30pm) 


UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488-4445) « 
'¥ Retrospective of Joe 
© Until Noy. 30 

; Prods bi. 12. ve 

pee S250 
apie te ERIN 
} '® Opening reception: Thu, Nov. 29 (7- 

10pm] * Nov. 27-Dec, 16 x" 
ar eis A ase 0240) « VIEW 
Laas by Pam Wilman * Until Nov. 30 


H GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave (488-2952) « New 
by Steven Mack ® Until Dec, 1 © 
pening Sat, Nov. 24 


LERY AU of A Museums, Museums and Collections 
ee ee, 
z * Open: Wed-Sat 12- 

|» DRESSED TO AULE: 18th rt attire from 
the Ging Dynasty (1644-1911), curatad by dof Vollmer 





Until Dec. 15 


Main FI, Sir Winston Chur 196-7030) © Open —~ - 
eee 
ings 


ian. 
ame VateyZo0 uta Skok an e 


by Jean Connor: December 

HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) « 0, 

(Oam-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * THE NEW ne 
Artworks tds Brennan and Catherine 

Burgess, curated by Caterina Pizanias; Nov. 22-Dec. 22- 

Opening reception: Thu, Nov. 22 (7-10pm), both artists in 

Pitoatad * Curator’s talk by Dr. Caterina Pizanias: Nov. 


IRENE KLAR STUDIO 15904-116 Ave, east side 
entrance (732-7848) * Open house featuring etchings, 
posters, stationery, silk jackets and scarves, journals, gift 
boxes, fridge magnets and more ® Sat, Nov. 24; Sun, 
Noy. 25 (10am-Spm) 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior 
Centre,10831 University Ave * Open Mon-Thu Sam-4pm 
* Artworks by the members of the Art Society of 
Strathcona * Until Nov, 22 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 1248-105 St 2nd Fi (423-5353) 
® Open: Tue-Fri 10am-6pm © QUEER TERRITORIES: 
Artworks by Lane Robert Mandlis, Amber Hawk 
Swanson, and Johannes Zits, curated by Todd James; 
until Dec. 1 * ALPHABET BOYS: Words by Emma Hooper 
and pictures by Jeff Kulak; until Dec. 1 - 


THE LOFT GALLERY A.J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd. Sherwood Park © Open: Thu 5-Jpm; Sat 
‘10am-4pm * Artworks by Deanna Corrigan, Christine 
Allard, Kaye Ackerman, JoAnn Rasmussen, Mary 
Deeprose, and Janice Bonsant Wilson, and Lynda 
MeAmmond * Until Jan. 5 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm * 
COLLECTING COMFORT: QUILT CULTURE IN THE 
ROSENBERG COLLECTION © Until Dec. 9 


MEPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) © Open Mon- 
Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * SEREWVE VISIONS: 
Photographs of Canada and Japan by Jeff Kucharski; until 
Dec. 6 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St, St. Albert 
(459-1528) * LOIS HOLE CENTENNIAL PROVINCIAL 
PARK: Exhibition about making a park and protecting 
habitat * Until Dec. 9 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stolelr 
Gallery, 9704-111 Ave (474-7611) © Open: Mon, Wed, Fri 
9:30am-2:30pm; Tue, Thu 9:30am-4pm and 6-8pm # 
UNDER THE INFLUENCE * Until Dec. 31 


OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave (378-0240) 
© Open: Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm, Sun 12-4 pm © Features 
paintings by Alberta artists, glass art by Braden 
Hammond, pottery by Cindy Clarke, Wendi Flynn, Lilach 
Lotan, and Junichi Tanaka, and African stone sculpture 
from Murungo Imports collection * Through November 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (465- 
2162) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm or by appointment 
Sun-Mon 11am-Spm # SPECTRE: Figurative and land- 
‘scape paintings by David Janzen and Peter von 
Tiesenhausen Until Dec. 4 


PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Ad, Sherwood Park 
(467-3038) # Trisha Romance’s new art and book launch 
for her first Christmas children's book A Star for 
Christmas * Until Nov, 24 


PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) * Open Tue- 
Fri 12-8pm; Sat 12-7pm * MEDLEY FIELDS: Artworks by 
Giselle Denis * Until Dec. 31 * Opening reception: Nov. 
24 (6-10pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, St. 
Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu 
{10am-8pm) * ON EARTH: Featuring artworks by Susanne 
Loutas, and Judy Schafers * Until Dec. 1 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 10130-103 St, Mezz (425- 
4035) « URBANSCAPES: Paintings by Pauline Ulliac. 
Featuring paintings and sculptures by various artists 


ST. VITAL SENIOR CENTRE 54 St, 50 Ave, Beaumont 
(929-2705) * Artworks by the Arists Association of 
Beaumont © Fri. Nov. 23 (3-Spm); Sat, Nov. 24 (10am-5pm) 
© Opening reception: Fri, Noy. 23 (7-Spm) 


SELFRIDGE'S STUDIO 9844-88 Ave (439-9296) « 
Winter open house featuring porcelain and stoneware 
works ® Dec. 1-2 and Dec. 8-9 (11am-5pm) 


~ SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue- 


Sat 10am-Spm * AEFLECTIONS: Landscape paintings by 
Phyllis Anderson; until Nov. 27 ¢ CHA/STMAS 
TREASURES: Martha Cole {textile-based landscapes), 
Robert Sinclair (watercolours and artist's albums), Jim 
Stokes and Lynn Malin (paintings), Linda O'Neill (florals 
and landscapes), Arlene Wasylynchuk (landscapes); Dec. 
1-22; opening reception: Sat, Dec. 1 (24pm) _ 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) « Open Tue-Sat 
12-5pm * Main Gallery: 4 DAY OF DISCOVERY. 
Sketches and etchings by Jun Shirasu; until Nov. 24 * 
Studio Gallery: PAPER CUTS: Printworks by various 
artists; until Nov. 24 # PRINT AFFAIR. SNAP's annual 
winter fundraiser featuring affordable limited-edition, 
original prints and handmade cards by professional and 
emerging artists. Proceeds go to support community pro- 
gramming at SNAP, Dec. 1-22 

SPRUCE GROVE GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove (962- 
0664) * ANNUAL CHRISTMAS STORE GIFT AND ART 
SALE ® Nov. 26-Dec. 22 ® Gala opening: Fri, Nov. 30 (7- 
10pm) ; s 

THE STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St (460-5993) * Open 
Thu 12-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-Spm * 
LAMELLAE-THAT WHICH IS LAYERED: New works by 
Douglas Fraser * Until Nov. 24 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 1211-142 St (452-9100) 


._ © Sci-Fi Science: Close Encounters of the Science Kind: 


i ive feature exhibit * The Joy of ‘ 
Acahetaaranhyr Alan Dyer shares tips on the right 
equipment and techniques to take great astronomy pio- 





‘tures; Sat, Nov. 24 (2pm) 


VAAA GALLERY 3¢d Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-1 
(421-1731) © Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm © “Ay 
PASSAGES: 2008: Anworks by Leona Olausen and Audra 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 311 Fi, Fine Arts Bldg, 112 St, 


89 Ave * BDes and BFA graduating students silant 
auction * Nov. 22 (7:30-10pm) ue sda 


URBAN ROOTS 10418 Whyte Ave » COLLECTION: 
Artworks by Oksana Movchan ® Nov. 24-Feb, 2 © 
Opening reception: Sat, Nov. 24 (7-Spm) 


WEST END GALLERY 12309 Jasper Ave (488-4892) « 
Recent landscape paintings by WH Webb * Noy. 24- 
Dec. 6 * Opening reception: Sat, Nov, 24 (10-5pm) , 
artist in attendance (1-4pm) 

THE WORKS 200, 10225-100 Ave (426-2122) « Open: 
Mon-Fri (noon-5pm) * TELLING TAILS AND OTHER 
STORIES: Paintings by David Folk # Until Dec, 7 


LITERARY 


EE SS et eee 
AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-2487) « 
Launch of Christie Blatehford’s book Fifteen Days; Thu, 
Nov. 22 (7:30pm) * Book launch of Jean Crozier’s naw 
book Na Comer Boys Here; Nov. 25 (2pm) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) * Story 
Slam: An opportunity for writers to share their work, 
explore their talents and show off * 3rd Wed each month 
* $5 (donation) 


LIVE AT KASBAR LOUNGE 10444-82 Avo, under 
Yianni's Taverna * Space Monkey; the series: an open: 
Stage poetry series presented by the Raving Poets # 
Every Wed until Dec. 12: 7.30pm (signup), 8pm (show) 


McMAHON PAVILION AUDITORIUM Campus St. 
Jean, 8406-91 St (420-1757) © Five Magpie Press, 
Eyeing the Magpie, Five Takes in Black and White: 
Dramatic readings from the book underscored by musical 
accompaniment from Original Din and a visual presenta- 
tion * Sat, Dec. 1 (7:30pm) * $5 at TIX on the Square 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE College Plaza, 11116-82 Ave « 
Spoken word open mic; last Wed each month 


T-ALES.-THE ALBERTA LEAGUE ENCOURAGING 
‘STORYTELLING Rosie's Bar and Grill, 10475-80 Ave (497- 
9555) © Story Cafés: Mavericks: open mic opportunity * 
Ist Thu each month; 7-9pm * $5 


T.ALES—THE ALBERTA LEAGUE ENCOURAGING 

(437-9555) * City Arts Centre, 10943-84 
Ave; Monthly Storytelling Circle: Everyone welcome to tell 
Stories or to come and listen; 2nd Fri each month through to 
June 2008 (8pm); $3 admission, first time free 


3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Square « 
WOW-Wired on Words: We all have something to say, 
amateurs and professionals alike. Let this creative writ- 
ing process guide you into self-discovery * Meetings bi- 
monthly, Sun (4-6pm) for info e-mail feelgoodbe- 
wellin2007@gmail.com 


TRANSALTA ARTS BARN 10330-84 Ave (423-3487) « 
Book launch of Christie Blatchford’s new book Fifteen 
Days: Stories of Friendship, Bravery, Life and Death from 
Inside the New Canadian Army * Nov. 22 (7:30pm) * $10 
{adult)/S7 (student/members of military) at Audreys 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave (422-8174) © The 
Poets’ Haven Monday Nights weekly reading series present- 
ed by Stroll of Poets; every Mon Night (7pm); $5 


WRITERS GUILD OF ALBERTA 2nd Fi Program Room, 
Strathcona Public Library, 8331-104 St * Get Published in 
Magazines; Featuring a pane! of magazine editors who will 
discuss the art of magazine writing, how to find a market for 
your stories, and the process of submitting your work * 
Wed, Nov. 28 (7pm) ® $5 (non-member)/free (WGA mem- 
ber) 





pene ee A 
LIVE COMEDY 


eS 
THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469- 
4999) © Thu (8:30pm), $11: Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat (8pm), 
$20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 « Every Wed (8:30pm}: Wacky 
Wednesday, $5 © Tim Koslo; Nov. 22-24 « Clif Skyuing; 
Nov. 29-Dec. 1 


‘THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St 
(483-5999) # Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 
8pm and 10:30pm, Sun pm # Hit of Miss Mondays « 
Kelly Taylor, Dan Brodribb, Andrew Iwanyk and Lars 
Callieou; until Nov. 25 © Alternative Comedy Night: Tue, 
Nov. 27 * Tom Rhodes, Ryan Ash, Dawn Dumont, and 
Kelly Soloduka; Wed, Nov. 28-Dee. 2 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall 
(481-9857) * Open Wed-Thu 8pm. Fri-Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm * Sun: industry Night; $10 © Tue Amateur 
Night: featuring Winston Herbert * Wednesday Big Rock 
Comedy Challenge: featuring Winston Herbert * Pete 
Johansson, Jeffery Dye, and Winston Herbert: Thu. Nov. 
22 © Pete Zedlacher, Jeffery Dye, and Pete Johansson; 


Nov. 23-24 
THEATRE 


soe eee 
BITCHSLAP! Roxy Theatre, 10708 124 St (420-1757) » 
Guys in Disguise, Theatre Network Roxy Performance 
Series * By Darrin Hagen, starring Darrin Hagen, Trevor 
Schmidt, and Davina Stewart, directed by Trevor 

Schmidt. Joan Crawford (The Movie Star) and Bette 
Davis (The Actress}-the ultimate Screen Goddesses, it's 
just too bad they hate each other so much © Previews: 
Nov, 28 © Nov. 29-Dec. 9 ® Tickets at Roxy box office, 
TIX on the Square 


CARAVAN A L'AVENTURE La Cite Francophone, 8627- 
91 St (469-8400) * U'Unitheatre’s annual community 
show looks at two timeless classics from Moliere's Le 
medicin volant (The Flying Doctor) to Mariveau's La 
Colonie (The Colony) * Nov. 22-25; Nov. 29-Dec. 2 (8pm, 
2pm Sun) * $23 (adult)/$15 (student) 


CHANUKAH LIVE! John L Haar Theatre, MacEwan 

Centre, 10045-156 St (420-1757) * The Jewish Federation 

of Edmonton presents the story of Chanukah, a high-ener- 

Qy interactive musical experience * Sun, Dec. 2 (3pm) © 

aE (adult, 14 yrs and up)/$10 (child 3-13) at TIX an the 
quare 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL Citadel Maclab Theatre, 9828- 
TIA Ave (425-1820) * Adapted by Tom Wood based on 
the story by Charles Dickens, directed by Bob Baker and 
starring Tom Wood as Ebenezer Scrooge * Dec. 1-23 


DESPERATE HOUSEHOLDS Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 
8882-170 St (484-2424) * On Hysteria Lane the houses, 
the lawns and the gardens are perfect. This is a look at 
life behind the walls of a gated, bedroom community 
Where affairs, scandals, music, murder, dance, intrigue, 
food and deception exist—all the elements for an amazing 
block party ¢ Until Jan. 27 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) 
* Improv soap opera will begin the new season with a 
brand new theme * Every Mon (8pm) 


AN EVENING WITH CHARLES DICKENS Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-B3 Ave (420-1757/433-3399) * Compiled 
and written by James Brewer ® Nov. 27-Dec, 8 (Tue-Sat 
8pm, Sat 2pm) All performances are Pay-What-You-Can 
afford at TIX on the Square; fundraiser for Change for 
Children Society and the Actors Fund of Canada 


HEY LADIES!, HEY LADIES! The Roxy Theatre, 10708- 
124 St (420-1757) * Starring Leona Brausen, Cathleen 
Rootsaert and Davina Stewart. An evening that promises 
to lift and separate your evening ® Fri, Nov. 23 (8pm) « 
$20 at TIX on the Square 





JACK AND THE BEANSTALK Dow Centennial Centre. 
8700-84 St, Fort Saskatchewan (992-6400) * Presented 
by Missoula Children’s Theatre (MCT). A classic tale fea- 
turing local students * Sat, Nov. 24, 3pm and 7pm 
Tickets: $12.50 (adult)/$10,50 (student/senior\/$7,50 
(child) © Tickets available at TicketMaster, 451.8000 


To learn more about finding the volunteer opportunity that’s right for you, visit: 


volunteeredmonton.com 


Helping 


AUST SO Arden Theatre, 5 St, Anna Street, St Albert 
(459-1542) © St Albert Children’s Theatre © Based on 
classic short Stories by Rudyard Kipling: written by 
George Stiles and Anthony Drewe. A musical that 
Weaves together lessons of personal courage, individuali- 
ty and friendship * Nov. 22-23, Nov 2B-Dec. 1 (7:30pm) 
Nov. 24 (2pm and 7:30pm), Nov. 25, Dec. 2 (2pm) * $72 
(adultl/$16 (child/senior) at the Arden Theatre box office. 
TicketMaster 


A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM Horizon Stage, 
1001 Calahoo Road, Spruce Grove (962-8995) « 
Horizon Players * A Magical story of sta 

and overly ambitious homespun clawns—ons 






Shakespeare's funniest comedies # Nov. 29, 30, Dec. 1 
(7:30pm) Tickets: $20 (adultl/$15 (student/senior) « 
Tickets available at the Horizon Stage box office and 
TicketMaster 


LANGUAGE AND CONTENT Jekyll and Hyde Pub, 

10610-100 Ave (297-3675) « Image Theatre's monthly 
reading series; the last Monday each month © Langua 
and Content Vol. 2: The Amazonauts Must Die! 
Hamilton and Catherine Walsh Spreading Butte 
Michele Vance Hehir; Infemo Sonata by Scott Sh 
Unicom Hors by Melissa Major; Whistleb! 
Morgan Smith; and another epis 
Roommate. Also featured is 1 Thompson's 
Harrowdown Hill © Mon, Nov. 26 7pm (door), 
* Pay-what-you-can (suggested donation $5) 


LOUD ‘W QUEER CABARET TransAlta Arts Ba 
Westbury Theatre, 10330-84 Ave (420-1757) © 
West Theatre with Guys in Disguise * The S 
Sixteen Edition hosted by Kristy Harcourt and D: 
Hagen. Part of the Exposure Festival, Edmonton's a 
celebration of all things theatrically queer * Nov 
* $20 (adv) at TIX on the Square/$25 (door) 


OH SUSANNAI Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433- 
3399} © A Euro-style variety spectacle featuring laughs 
music, and antics quided by intemational glamour-gal 
Susanna Patchouli * Sat, Nov. 24 (11pm) « $10 (door) 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ‘N' ROLL Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) * Written and com- 
piled by Will Marks. Take a wild ride bay yin 
‘60s, celebrate the Twist, the Watusi, the British Invasion 
the Beach Boys, Motown and the mini skirt * Until Feb 
17 * $59-$89 (buffet and show) 


THE SHAPE OF A GIRL Robert Tealer Auditorium. 
Concordia University College, 7128 Ada Boulevard (439- 
3905) © Concrete Theatre * A one-woman play by Joan 
Macleod, about teenage bullying giving insight into real- 
ities of teenage relationships and how one teenage girl 
comes to terms with peer violence * Nov. 24 (2pm and 
Tpm) * $12 fadult}/$10 (student) at the door 


SOPHOCLES' ANTIGONE Timms Centre for the Arts 
86 Ave, 112 St (492-2495) © Studio Theatre * Adapted 
and directed by Kathleen Weiss. Two brothers have fall- 
en, King Creon allows only one to be buried, forbidding 
funeral rites to the other, but Antigone re 
her brother proper burial, no matter the c es © 
Nov. 29-Dee. 8 (7:30pm); matinee Thu, Dee. 6 (12:30pm): 
fo show Sun, Dee. 2 * $5 preview Wed, Nov. 28; open- 
ing night: $20 (adult)/$15 (senior)/$10 (student); week- 
ends: $19 (adult}/$13 (senior)/$10 (student); week nights 
$16 (adult)/$12 (senior)/$10 (student) 


THREE PEAS IN A POD The Third Space, 11516-1039 St 
(420-1757) © A cabaret including music from The Drowsy 
Chaperone, Grey Gardens, The Secret Garden, Seussical 
the Musical, The Pirate Queen as well as from songwriter 
Tom Lehrer. Featuring Timathy J. Anderson, Judy 
Meferran and Sally Hunt * Nov. 30, Dec. 1 (8pm) « $15 
at TIX on the Square, door 


XOOUMAS 3-GOO0D KING WTF 3 PCL Studio TransAlta 
Arts Bars, 10330-84 Ave (686-5960) * Mostly Water 
Theatre's sketch comedy, perfect for grinches, cynics and 
anyone who gets frustrated by excessive Christmas deco- 
fations. Watch out for some swearing, some vulgarity, and 
plenty of hilarity ® Nov. 22-Dec. 1 (8pm) no show on Mon 
© $15 (adult}/$10 (student/senior) at the door 
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YOU CAN DREAM ABOUT IT, BUT WHAT'S IT REALLY LIKE MOVING TO A SKI COMMUNITY? 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 
t was a fun assignment, I thought, 
[v= my editor asked me to write 
about moving to a ski town. But 
when I began to write this piece over 
a week ago, I found myself getting 
slightly depressed. 

While I know that I can’t reason- 
ably expect the epic conditions of last 
season, it was getting difficult to 
watch the days roll into November 
with barely a skiff on the hill. Even the 
other day, after a violent storm, I ven- 
tured up to the resort to pick up my 
pass and the only lower-mountain 
snow was what spewed valiantly from 
giant snow guns. 

But today, as I write, it's snowing 
and snowing and snowing. Town is 
filling up with its seasonal denizens, 
and there’s lightness in everyone's 
step. You can see it in how grins wrap 
around their faces as they gleefully 
rub their hands together. I can’t speak 
for the people I said hello to on main 
street, but I certainly felt sweet relief. 


IT DOESN'T TAKE a world traveler to 


note that there are a number of dif- 
ferences between city and small- 
town life, or even that there are 
strong contrasts between a regular 
small town and a resort town. If the 
picture of your ideal life shows you 
in a ski town, however, it does take 
a bit of traveling to see the vari- 
ances between them. Some are 
small, quaint and pretty darn quiet, 
while others are far more cosmo- 
politan. Even though you may think 
to yourself, “It’s in the hills, stupid!” 
you might want to consider the 
place, as well 

Back in the ‘90s, I remember get- 
ting a letter from a good friend 
entreating me to join her in Banff 
with the words: skiing, cheap beer, 
skiing, young folks from all over the 
world, skiing. She even included a 
pen ch of the stunning Rockies 
that surround the town site, all down 
plentiful elk. Living in Toronto 
time, with few close skiing 
options, that letter was certainly all 1 


















ht years in Banff, though, | 
{ it was much more than 
3 or even the natural beauty 
as also the people 
night think, there 
sho make the 
and who only set a board (or 
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world over. It’s an odd mix, but you 
end up with some of the best of both 
city and small-town life. You get to 
say “hi” to folks during your daily trip 
to the post office or coffee shop, but 
there is also a steady influx of new 
faces to keep life from getting stale. 


| MOVED TO EDMONTON to get educat- 


ed. Eight years in Banff and another in 
Jasper proved to me that, despite the 
access to some of the most stunning 
backcountry in the world, I couldn’t 
work in the service economy for the 
rest of my days. I take my toque off to 
those that can. Make no mistake; that 
is what the majority of folks living in 
resort towns face. But if you're young 
and aren't sick of waiting tables yet, 
there are generally more jobs than 
you can shake a ski pole at, especially 
in today’s economy. It isn’t unusual to 
find someone with, say, a law degree 
washing dishes—they just want to be 
there that much. Growing towns also 
have plenty of employment in con- 
struction, and some folks are lucky 
enough to snag jobs with Parks Cana- 


da, ski-patrol or guiding outfits. But 
outside of that, if you don’t have a 
career (like teacher or doctor), you're 
wiping tables or toilets. My plan was 
to have a career of sorts before I 
headed for the hills again. Those with 
an entrepreneurial spirit, of course, 
will always find ways of making their 
own work. 

There are things to consider, how- 
ever, when you're looking for work, 
especially if you're heading out blind 
like I did to Banff. Working on the hill 
is where you might want to be. You 
get a season’s pass, and grinning rid- 
ers surround you all day. There are 
lots of different kinds of jobs—from 
tuning rentals to taking tickets to run- 
ning lifts to waiting tables. You'll also 
likely work weekends, meaning that 
your days off will fall on the less-busy 
weekdays, and you can take your 
breaks riding. 

If you come to town with enough 
scratch to buy your own pass (buying 
in the summer usually translates into 
substantial savings) and want a job 
that’s a bit more long-term, there are 
tons of other choices. It’s incredibly 
easy to find riding partners—you can 
take every day off on the hill or do 
loads of half-days. If you're hard-core 


and you want to ride all day and every 
day, though, you can consider getting 
an evening gig. One of my best sea- 
sons in Banff was when I worked at 
the Timberline Lodge (now the 
Juniper) in the evening and had a pass 
for Norquay. I'd hitch a ride up from 
my staff accommodation every morn- 
ing and take the ski-out right back 
down in time for my 4 pm shift. 

To top that season off, | was also 
lucky enough to have my own room 
in the staff accomm. Shortage of 
affordable housing is a chronic prob- 
lem in many ski towns. High-priced 
condos are where the money is for 
builders, after all. In the National 
Parks, many jobs come with staff 
accommodation and some folks even 
pick jobs based on the quality of said 
accommodation. It's a great place to 
start. You meet plenty of like-minded 
people and it can be cheaper than 
anything you can find on your own— 
the accommodation, I mean. 

If you've opted for a place like Fer- 
nie, Kimberley or farther into the BC 
interior, you're on your own when it 
comes to a home. And it can get cost- 
ly, really costly. Lowering your stan- 
dards, though, means anything is 
possible. Some folks make it work by 
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sharing rooms, and I have seen some 
pretty nice digs fashioned out of over 
sized closets. A three-bedroom condo 
can tum into a cosy home for five, six 
or seven people. When it comes righ! 
down to it, all you need is a place \ 
hang your helmet, and maybe a place 
to snuggle up to your new ski-honey 


IN MY EXPERIENCE, those who work 
hard also play hard. To afford your 
digs and the toys you need to enjoy 
the wild outdoors, you'll likely be 
working hard. That’s not a bad thing 
though. It makes your turns on the 
hill that much more enjoyable. |! 
also makes ski-town nightlife thal 
much more raucous, which can 
make up for the fact that you won't 
be seeing the hottest new bands roll 
through town (and that new releases 
at the local cinema tend to be @ 
month or two behind). 

Just picture it: You've had a stella! 
day on the hill, you walk into your 
favourite watering hole and there's 4 
fire crackling in the corner, some 
fashion of live band (almost any band 
can be enjoyed and danced to after a 
few aprés-ski bevies), some Warren 
Miller extravaganza filling every tele 
vision screen, and a whole host o! 





rosy-cheeked beauties. It's a heady 
combination. 

Take it from someone who 
knows, though, it’s a combination 
that can easily derail your real rea- 
sons for moving to a ski town in the 
first place (it’s in the hills, remem- 
ber?). Experiencing Sunshine’s noto- 
rious afternoon flat light with a 
serious hangover is definitely not 
fun, and even with the transient 
nature of the ski-town population, 
prolific lovers can gain seriously bad 
reputations. Those daily trips to the 
coffee shop aren't nearly as relaxed 
when you're finding the way riddled 
with disgruntled partners. I'm fortu- 
nate enough to have made this most 
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recent move with my long-time ski- 
honey, so my trips to the post office 
should come off easily. 

Back in town this afternoon, the 
snowfall has subsided but the cloud- 
capped mountains signal more of the 
white bounty is still falling up where it 
counts. Talk at the coffee shop is of 
turns to be had in the coming weeks. 
Puppies outside are snuffling through 
their first snowfall, and folks are 
sporting brand new toques. Even the 
60-year-old ski bums are ignoring 
their ragged knees, squeaking spright- 
ly over slippery sidewalks, and the 
look on the friendly strangers’ faces 
reports that this weather is exactly 
why they are here. wv 
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A mountain of change in Edmonton’s ‘Rocky Mountain playground’ 


JEREMY DERKSEN / snewzone@vueweekly.com 
arly season is a great time for a 
Fontes ski journalist. Just over a 
eek ago, Travel Alberta, 
Edmonton Tourism and Marmot Basin 
co-hosted a media launch at the Home- 
fire Grill. Aside from riding, there are 
few finer things in life than great food, 
wine and elevated alpine discussion. 
So I went, even though a jaded little 
voice in my mind kept telling me I was- 
n't going to learn anything new. After 
all, between media releases, my own 
recent “fact-finding” visits and a well- 
cultivated roster of shady informants, I 
figured I knew everything. But I was 
wrong. Change comes swiftly in resort 
towns, even ones in the National Parks. 
And Jasper is coming off a busy off- 
season of construction, expansions and 
renovations large and small, both on 
and off the hill. 

“We like to think of Jasper as 
Edmonton's Rocky Mountain play- 
ground,” said Brian Rode, Marmot 
Basin’s marketing manager. It’s a line 
I've heard before, yet it doesn’t grow 
old because many Edmontonians, 
myself included, share the sentiment— 
especially once the snow starts falling. 


AND FALL IT HAS. Marmot opened on 
Nov 16—its earliest opening date 
ever—with 31 runs covered in snow 
“from hoses and Moses,” according to 
Rode’s description. That’s Moses, as 
in “Holy Moses, there's a hell of a lot 
of snow falling” (109 centimetres 
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total, and a 50 cm base as of Nov 19), 
and hoses as in the new snowmaking 
equipment Marmot added in 2006. 
The new system made a splash at the 
start of last year but was quickly for- 
gotten in the onslaught of fresh pow- 
der that buffeted the hill all season, 
making for one of the best on record. 
But even with bountiful snow from 
the heavens, the new guns still play 
an important role in providing base 
coverage on the lower mountain. 

This season the snowmaking system 
has spread a solid early base across the 
lower mountain runs, which means 
great riding conditions all the way to 
Marmot's new, 2000-foot sundeck on 
the top floor of the Caribou Lodge. “It 
faces south, looking down the 
Athabasca Valley towards Lake Louise 
and Banff,” Rode described, “I don’t 
know if there’s a deck anywhere that 
has that kind of view. And of course, 
it’s fully licensed.” 

The ski area is also partnering with 
Rogers Wireless to provide cell phone 
coverage to the hill. “Hey, we’re all 
busy these days. Sometimes you have 
to balance work and pleasure,” Rode 
continued, “It’s a drag, but if that’s the 
only way you can go skiing, now you 
can do that.” 

Another welcome piece of news is 
that the Snow Train, introduced in 





2006, has dropped its prices for 2007. 
A one-way fare is now $109 per adult. 
They've also pushed departures from 
Edmonton forward to 4:00 PM on Fri- 
days, giving you a good excuse to skip 
out of work a little earlier. Ditching 
work early to go riding also tops the 
list of finer things in life. 


DOWN BELOW, the town of Jasper 
itself is much the same ... until you 
look a little closer. Between rocky 
cliffs and stands of fir a new multi-use 
trail loops the town, climbing part 
way up the Pyramid Bench along one 
side. The trail, officially named the 





Jasper Discovery Trail, was carved out 
by a group of dedicated summer 
labourers (including one of the afore- 
mentioned informants). 

The biggest construction project in 
the area isn’t actually taking place in 
town, but it is having an impact on the 
community and surrounding area. 
Kinder Morgan is increasing the capac- 
ity of the Trans Mountain Pipeline, an 
oil pipeline extending from Edmonton 
to Vancouver. The project is massive. 
Backhoes, dumptrucks and flatbeds 
line the sides of Highway 16 north of 
Hinton, hauling away earth and bring- 
ing in gigantic lengths of pipe. This has 


brought several hundred workers into 
the Jasper area needing accommoda. 
tions and, as a result, driven Up rental 
tates for some locals and stirred ten 
sions between some renters and Prop- 
erty owners. 

But any concern that it might be 
harder for skiers and tourists to find a 
toom was waved away by Rode. "|; 5 
not having a huge impact [for Skiers) 
he said, explaining that even when loca) 
accommodations are sold out, finding a 
last-minute room is farely a problem 
because there are always a few cance| 
lations. A few local establishments hay, 
also increased their holdings or reno 
vated to make the visitor experience 
more pleasurable. Mountain Par} 
Lodges has added the Chateau Jasper (: 
its roster of properties and the Sawridge 
Inn and Jasper Inn have recently under- 
gone renovations. 

On the whole, though, it’s most 
business as usual in Jasper. But th 
meaning of that phrase may soon 
change, and anyone who has an 
interest in what happens at Marmo 
should take note. Parks Canada is 
hosting an open house this Thu, No\ 
22 to get public input into site devel. 
opment guidelines for the ski area 

Change is an inevitable part of lif 
in Jasper as anywhere else. It’s wha: 
you do about it that counts. Fo; 
instance, by this weekend Marmot 
will have opened new terrain off th: 
Eagle Ridge chair, and I, for one, plan 
to be there. w 
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COUN CATHREA / colin@vueweekly.com 
nce again my spidey senses 
are tingling. I walk out to the 
car in the morning and | find 
myself glancing up at the skis stored 
in the garage, wrapped in their little 
blanket (yes I know this sounds a bit 
obsessive) waiting to be brought 
down for their pre-season tune-up. 
Since they were stored with a good 
coat of wax, a quick scrape is all they 
should need before their first look at 
Snow Valley in just a few short days. 
This is the time of year to take out 
all your gear and spread it out on the 
living room floor for a full once- 
over—toque, gloves, goggles, under- 
wear, pants, jacket—everything. If you 
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SKI TIPS 


need anything replaced, make your 
Christmas list known and your friends 
and family will thank you. Is this the 
year for footbeds? 

This season, I've decided to hook 
up with some instructors at Snow Val- 
ley and add some new blood, ideas 
and photos. Keep watching for Ski 
Tips and feel free to email me with 
any ideas or questions you may have. 
As | was thinking about looking 
ahead to another great season, it 
reminded me of a very common prob- 
lem that skiers and snowboarders suf- 


Great Season 





fer from: not looking ahead. 

Many times while instructing stu- 
dents ! will ski ahead and face up the 
hill (skiing backwards) so I can 
observe. As I'm barking informative 
tidbits to the students, I often notice 
they are not looking up enough to see 
me. That means they are focusing 
about five or at most 10 feet in front 
of their skis. This leads to all types of 
problems, including tightening up and 
not allowing the body to move freely. 
It also limits path choices, traffic 
avoidance and taking in all of the 
beauty that encompasses skiing. 

Look up, look ahead, and keep 
tuned to Ski Tips for another great 
season. V 
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Our Discover Programs Make Learning 
to. Ski or Snowboard Fun and Easy 


Discover 
Skiing $39.95 








Discover 


Snowboarding $44.95 





Includes area pass, rentals and a beginner lesson 


For available dates and more information call 434-3991 
or visit www.snowvalley.ab.ca 
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Hot Stone Massage at the ~ 


Red Earth Spa 


Weekend of Skiing the 
finest terrain in Canada 


Fabulous Steak Dinner in 
the Banff Keg 


Romantic stay in a Jacuzzi 
Suite at the Banff Caribou 
Lodge & Spa 
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Parks Canada hosts open house on Marmot Basin long 


JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@vueweekly.com 
he funky Charles Wright said it 
best; express yourself. Skiers, 
boarders, freeheels and all the 
rest should plan to be at the Mayfield 
Inn this Thu, Nov 22 from 5:30 to 8:30 
pm for an open house hosted by Parks 
Canada on Marmot Basin develop- 
ment guidelines. This is the first stage 
in long-term planning for the ski area, 
setting what Shawn Cardiff of Parks 
Canada described as the “rules of the 
road for future use and development 
for the leasehold.” 

Because Marmot Basin is within 
the national park, it falls under Parks 
Canada’s purview and must therefore 
clear all development through Parks. 
This means it must meet the require- 
ments of first the Canadian Environ- 
mental Assessment Act (CEAA), and 
then a specific park management 
plan. Jasper’s most recent park man- 
agement plan was tabled in parlia- 
ment in 2000. As Cardiff described it, 
“There's definitely a hierarchical 
approach to how national parks are 
managed.” 

Thursday's open house focuses 
specifically on the ski area, and the 
draft Marmot Basin Site Guidelines for 
Development and Use. These guide- 
lines will set the broad parameters for 
defining what type of development 
will be permitted at Marmot. In turn, 
this will allow Marmot to identify spe- 
cific development priorities which it 
will bring back to Parks Canada for 
approval. This further stage will also 
involve consultation. 

“We look at the three corner- 
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stones and try to ensure they're 
taken care of: ecological integrity, 
visitor experience and certainty for 
operators to make long-range busi- 
ness plans,” Cordiff said. “It comes 


down to sustainability and providing 
a broad range of opportunity, and 
that’s part of what we want to 
measure in the consultation. We'd 
like to hear a really broad range of 
perspectives from a wide variety of 
people.” 

As examples, Cordiff rattles off a 
stakeholder group that includes (but 
isn’t limited to) the ski area; environ- 
mental groups at the local, regional 


The Revelstoke revolution begins? 


STEVEN KENWORTHY / stevek@vueweekly.com 
his season will be the start of 
something big in Revelstoke, 
BC. An entirely new mountain 
resort is opening this winter on the 
snowy west side of Rogers Pass 
beside the town of Revelstoke. 
Located in the Selkirk Mountains, 
the Revelstoke area has been the 
playground for sledders, backcountry 
skiers and heli- and cat-skiing opera- 
tions for decades, but the arrival of 
Revelstoke Mountain Resort on 
Mount Mackenzie will open up the 
area like never before 


= (REVELSTOKE 
MOUNTAIN 
RESORT 


Plans are for the resort to have 21 
lifts and 1829 metres of v 
Id-out, giving it the lar. 
drop in North America. It 
step for what was a tiny, locally 
ski area just a few years ago. The 
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By offering lift-serviced skiing, heli- 
skiing and cat-skiing all from the 
same location, RMR is aiming at being 
the most complete ski and snowboard 
resort anywhere. 

So how did such an ambitious plan 





go relatively unnoticed until this fall, 
just months before its opening? 
“We came out of the blue for a lot 


of people,” says RMR president Paul 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 42 


and national level; season pass hold- 
ers and visitors to the hill and town; 
the tourism industry; and municipali- 
Hes in the region. 

At the open house, participants 
will be able to voice their opinions 
as well as get detailed information 
on ongoing planning. They'll also be 
able to register for a monthly 
newsletter and an email notification 
list on Jasper-specific planning, and 





HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
nlike last year’s glitzy 
boarder-less affair, a cou- 
ple of weeks ago at the 
Jubilee Auditorium the new War- 
ren Miller production team really 
delivered a gem. Before the main 
feature we were treated to a 22 
minute short called Snow Chasers. 
This film followed the pursuits of 
several skiers and boarders as 
they hit the slopes in Alberta's 
Rocky Mountain resorts. Although 
a little lame in parts it did accom- 
plish its goal in showcasing some 
amazing terrain and it certainly 
will attract many new tourists. 
Most noticeable was the pictur- 
esque extreme terrain at Jasper, 
which is not that obvious to the 
average weekend skier because 
you have to go in search of it. It 
was odd that Castle Mountain was 
not mentioned, but maybe 
because they got all of the intro 
alone last year they were left on 
























around. 

The main feature was called 
Playground, a fitting name 
because of all the fun to be had 





homes, 2000 hotel suites, ski-in, ski 
out lots with private heli-pads and 
total capital investment of over $1 bil 
lion 
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Warren Miller’s Playground 
kick starts a new season 


_ the crowd entertained. The crazy 


the cutting room floor this time ~ 


time. Sadly unlike last year there 





get contact information and provide 
their contacts to Parks staff to 
ensure they are included in future 
consultation. Additional information 
and documentation will also b 
made available on the national parks 
website, at pc.gc.ca/pn 
np/ab/jasper. 

If you're reading this, consider 
yourself a stakeholder. And make sure 
to express yourself this Thursday. v 
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on the slopes. Some of the fea- 
tured areas included Whistler, 
Copper Mountain, indoor skiing 
in Dubai, Utah and Mammoth in 
California. Surprisingly there was 
only one serious helicopter 
adventure and amazingly there 
were numerous boarder 
sequences that | Kept our riders in | 





aps 
in Utah anda couple of red neck 
snowmobilers in the BC wilder- 





and boarder. os. is a refreshing 
change from the past few years 
where fat wallets and helicopters 

ndatory to have a good 





was no snow on the ground when 
we left the show. v 
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Snowboards - Skateboards 


Local 

Rabbit Hill — 45cm base, 3 runs open 
Snow Valley — N/A 

Sun Ridge — 30 cm base, 2 runs open 
Edmonton Ski Club — N/A 


Alberta 


Mt Norquay — Opens Dee 7 


Fortress — N/A 

Nakiski — Opens Dec 8 

Castle Mountain — Opens Dee 15 
Tawatinaw — N/A 


BL. 
Femie (Kootenay Rockies) — Opens Dec 8 


Panorama (Invermere) — Opens Dec 26 
Powder King (Pine Pass) — Opens Nov 23 
Whistler/ Blackcomb — Opens Nov 22 
Silver Star — 54cm base 

Big White — Opens 30 

Apex — Opens Nov 23 


Sane n\a ole - i atc k-ar™ Skateboards 


Kimberley — Opens Dec 15 
Kicking Horse — Opens Dec 14 
Ried Mountain ~ Opens Dec7 
White Water — Opens Dec 8 
Revelstoke — N/A 

Powder King — Open Nov 23 


U.S.A. 


Big Sky (Montana) — Opens Dec 8 

Great Divide (Marysville, MT) — Opens Nov 23 
Schweitzer Mt (Sandpoint. 1D) — N/A 

Silver Mt. Resort (Kellogg, 1D) — N/A 

Sun Valley (Idaho) — Opens Nov 24 

Mt Spokane — Opens Dee 1 

Lookout Pass — Opens Nov 29 

Crystal Mountain — N/A 


All conditions accurate as of Nov 21, 2007 


Lake Louise ~ 60 cm base, 16cm snow fall in the last week. 3 runs open, 3 lifts open 
Marmot Basin — 51cm base. 31 runs open, 5 lifts open 


Mt Weshington (Vancouver Island) — Opens Dec 6 


Sun Peaks — 72cm base. 13 runs open, 3 lifts open. 


Sunshine Village — 70cm base, 10cm snow fal in the past four days. 55 runs open, 8 lifts open. 


4211-186 St. 413-155), 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Www.TheEasyRider.com 


) Whistler P2P inspired 


by Austrian design 


JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@vueweekly.com 

“ve occasionally run into out-of- 
[= skiers—usually folks who've 

been away from the sport for a 
while—who still refer to Whistler and 
Blackcomb as separate areas. Talk 
about antiquated. The two mountains 
are, of course, all one resort but until 
the announcement of Whistler’s Peak- 
to-Peak gondola this spring they've 
never been so close—11 minutes apart, 
to be exact. Once construction finishes 
in Dec 2008, that’s how long it will take 
to traverse the valley between Whistler 
and Blackcomb mountains on the 
world’s longest free-spanning lift. 

I'd hoped to tour the construction 
site last June while skiing the glacier, 
but it was mostly mud, snow and 
backhoes—not much to see. Instead I 
caught up with Dave Brownlie, 
Whistler chief operating officer, to get 
the low down on the project. After all, 
there’s no context for a project this 
ambitious—or so | thought. 

In fact, Brownlie related, there is a 
precedent in Kitzbuhel, Austria. Before 
embarking on the project, a group from 
Whistler visited Austria to check out 
Kitzbuhel’s lift and get input on their 
project—no sense reinventing the 
wheel, after all. The 3S Aerial Tramway 
in Kitzbuhel is approximately 3.5 kilo- 
metres long, but it won’t compare in 
magnitude to the Peak-to-Peak, which 
will stretch 4.4 kilometres. At its widest, 
the unsupported span between towers 
is over three kilometres, and the dis- 
tance to the ground over 400 metres. 


WHILE PROGRESS WAS stow in june 


when I was there, by August the crew 
had completed excavation for the drive 
terminals and towers—moving over 21 
000 cubic metres of earth—and even 
begun pouring concrete. That's some 
serious work, but nothing next to the 
delivery process for getting the cable for 
the lift to Whistler. Five 100-tonne 
spools of cable had to be shipped over- 
seas from Europe via the Panama Canal 





HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
ount Norquay was the first 
Canadian resort to open its 
slopes this year. On Nov 3 


snow enthusiasts were only able to 
carve a limited narrow terrain, it was 


Last week on its webcam it looked 
like a lengthy lift line-up just to get 
on the Wiwaxy 500. Sunshine Vil- 
lage and Marmot opened on Nov 15 
and 16, respectively. Both opened 
on limited terrain but they had sever- 
al lifts and dozens of runs to choose 
from. This year at Marmot the opera- 
tions staff members have had a good 


Firsts and lasts in our Rockies, 






















the resort surprised the local com- 
munity by starting its lifts; although snc 


snow and they were carving. Lake — 
Louise was next, opening a single | 
tun from top to bottom on Nov 10. 
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to Squamish, where they were lo; aded 
onto special rail cars designed to c. 
heavy weight. At Whistler, spec; li 
designed transport trucks hauled th. 
spools one by one up the mountain +}, 
total cost for the project, including 
the heavy lifting, is roughly $51 million 

“It’s a big investment,” acknow| 
edged Brownlie, but he believes jt \ il 
set the resort apart once again a 
time when the world’s eyes wil b¢ 
trained on them. 

“What puts us up near the top in the 
world is the sheer,size and scale of the 
resort, but not many people will s} 
both mountains in a day. By the time 
you ski down one mountain and ride up 
the other side, it can take 45 minutes o; 
longer,” he explained, “So this basically 
gives you access to both mountains an\ 
time. It will revolutionize the experience 
for the expert, but also intermediate and 
beginners skiers, keeping them in the 
alpine where the great snow is.” 

It’s also an attraction that he 
expects will have appeal year-round 
“It's something you've gotta do—it’s 
the longest, it’s the highest,” he said 
“It’s going to revolutionize the experi- 
ence, for both winter and summer.’ 

And for those who get a thrill from 
heights, two of the cabins will have 
glass floors. Kind of like in the CN 
tower, except at Whistler you can ride 
all that vertical. w 









five leases on Fortress Mountain 
closing the resort indefinitely. The | 
Banff Rail Company, the new owners 
and operators of Fortress, vowed to 
fight the closure and immediately 
embarked on a new Ban to open the 
terrain. v 
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ven though the lifts have start- 
E= running, the steep and deep 

is still about a month away. 
Riding Louise’s strip of man-made 
death and staring into the rock- 
scarred alpine, your appetite for the 
gnar is left hungry and there is little to 
do but wait for a few more storms to 
fill it in. You can, however, get ready 
for the season to hit full swing from 
your couch—a new stock of ski and 
snowboard films offers plenty of 
inspiration. 

This fall is replete with inspiring 
footage. The heavy hitters of the 
industry continue to push the limits. 
Lost and Found by Teton Gravity 
Research features smooth big moun- 
tain footage coupled with helmet cam 
feeds from some of the burliest lines 
ever skied. Mack Dawg Productions 
has taken snowboard films a step fur- 


= 
S 
= 
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ther by offering Picture This in high 
definition DVD, a first in the industry. 
On the skiing side of things there is 
Poor Boyz Productions's Yeah Dude! 
and Matchstick’s Seven Sunny Days, 
both of which offer a good mix of 
two-plank shredding. Snowboarders 
will be stoked on the hard-charging 
riders in Standard’s Catch the Vapors, 
the slick production and backcountry 
progression in Absinthe’s Optimistic, 
and the creative cable-cam angles 
and Canadian content of Alterna 
Action’s Apples & Oranges. In Short, a 
documentary style follow up to Blank 
Paper's 2005 release 91 Words for 
Snow, is sure to keep you entertained. 
However, there are a few movies this 
year that stand out from the rest, not 


only for inspired production and edge 
of your seat action, but also for the 
fact that they do something different: 
Lines, Let it Ride: The Craig Kelly Story 
and Idea. 


The first two movies come from the 
snowboarding world. For Lines, Quin- 
ta Films collaborated with Absinthe 
Films and legendary French big 
mountain snowboarder Axel Pauporte 
to give viewers a look inside the evo- 
lution of big mountain snowboarding. 
Lines starts with impressive late-'80s 
footage of riders like Tom Burt mak- 
ing first descents in the previously 
unexplored Alaskan backcountry. 
Using interviews and action to move 
chronologically through the ‘90s to 
the current wave of backcountry 
freestyle, the movie captures the 
camaraderie of the small group of 
individuals that are pushing the limits 
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CALEIGH LEIGHTON / caleigh@vueweekly,com 
Dynastar Contact 10s are 
designed for intermediate to 
advanced skiers, with a focus 
on turn initiation and speed. Basically, 
these skis love to carve and will plow 
through just about anything the hill 
will throw at you. ; 

The Contact 10s have extremely 
wide tips and are contrastingly nar- 
row through the middle. This, in part, 
Is what gives them the capability to 
plow through all of that end-of-the- 
day crud on the hill, although makes 
them less recommended for powder 
uns. What makes these skis so great 
for carving and turn precision is their 





we have Contact ... 


= /DYNASTAR 
CONTACT 10 


drastic sidecut. Executing speedy, 
tight turns is near-effortless and con- 
sistent on almost any terrain. The 
Contact 10s have a high vertical side- 
wall, providing great traction on hard- 
pack terrain. The skis are equipped 
with PX12 Fluid bindings. These are 
unique in that, as opposed to releas- 
ing on only two planes, the PX 12s 
release on a 360-degree plane. While 





some skiers might prefer the easy- 
release characteristics of these bind- 
ings, you might look for a more sturdy 
binding if you tend to ride harder off 
of jumps and out of quick turns. 

Dynastar Contact 10s are the kind of 
ski for the advanced rider who wants 
the means to ski with more aggression 
without compromising precision and 
consistency. They are stable on 
groomed and hardpack and can also 
handle a few visits to the backcountry. 
Their precision and fluidity in and out 
of turns is unbeatable. After spending a 
day on these skis, you'll wanna kick 
back, crack open a brew, and stew in 
the bliss that was your ride. v 


screen to snow, a guide to getting stoked 


snowboard world. Tracing the 
development of snowboarding 
through the life of the most influen- 
tial snowboarder in history, Loco- 
motion Films provides a tragic yet 
inspiring look into the life and times 
of a legend. Kelly passed away in an 
avalanche in 2003 in Revelstoke 
BC. With commentary from pioneers 
like Tom Sims and Jake Burton, this 
feature length film is truly a look 
into the soul of snowboarding and 
how it became the global sport that 
it is today. 

For Idea, Eric Pollard teamed up 
with Pep Fujas, Ande Mahre and 
Poor Boyz Productions to make a 
movie all their own. Progressive ski- 
ing cut to an original soundtrack 
sets the film apart from the pack 
Editing the ski footage around the 
music, director Eric Iberg made this 
movie flow from beginning to end 
with a rhythm that is unmatched in a 
world of three-and-a-half-minute 
rock video segments 

As winter ramps up and dedicated 
skiers and riders look for inspiratiog, 
there is plenty of media out there to 
satisfy the urge. For every film listed 
above, there are two more that pres- 
ent skiing and snowboarding well 
enough to get your stoke going for the 
fledgling season. However, it is worth 
seeing Lines, Let it Ride and Idea 
regardless of whether you prefer to 
ski or board. Have fun watching and 
see you on the slopes! v 


in the high-consequence world of big 
mountain riding. 

Let it Ride: The Craig Kelly Story 
presents a more sombre look at the 
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REVELSTOKE 


Skelton, the former manager of 
Whistler Mountain and a transplanted 
Aussie who has come to the BC interi- 
or in search of the next big thing. 
“We're coming up low and quiet—we 
want the skiing to speak for itself.” 


THE INTENTIONS TO DEVELOP rue 


have been in high gear since the BC 
government accepted the master plan 
for the resort in 2004. In less than 
three years the concept has gone from 
the blueprint stage to a scheduled 
opening day on Dec 22 (and Snow 
Zone will be there, so watch for it —ed). 
Getting the word out about the devel- 
opment has taken a backseat to the 
work of actually building the place 
says Skelton. 

“We haven't had a marketing team 
until recently. Our big website should 
be up in early December but right 
now we are using the Sotheby's (real 
estate) website.” Sotheby’s is the 
international realty company taking 
care of the real estate sales at RMR 
and real estate is the key to the entire 
development. 

“There is definitely a piece of this 
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CALEIGH LEIGHTON / caleigh@vueweekly.com 
he Dynastar Contact 10s are 
| designed for intermediate to 
advanced skiers, with a focus 
on turn initiation and speed. Basically, 
these skis love to carve and will plow 
through just about anything the hill 
will throw at you. 

The Contact 10s have extremely 
wide tips and are contrastingly nar- 
row through the middle. This, in part, 
is what gives them the capability to 
plow through all of that end-of-the- 
day crud on the hill, although makes 
them less recommended for powder 
runs. What makes these skis so great 
for carving and turn precision is their 
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that is tied to real estate,” admits 
Skelton. With no major centre to draw 
from in the immediate area, RMR will 
only be successful through real estate 
sales and appealing to an internation- 
al clientele. “Ultimately, there will be 
lots of destination skiers coming here 
for weeks at a time.” 

On the real estate end, the resort is 
already a success. The first accommo- 
dations to be offered, the Nelson 
Lodge, sold out immediately this 
spring and 20 of the 25 single family 
home lots offered earlier this October 
sold in the first day with prices rang- 
ing from $695 000 to $1.35 million. 
The lots with the heli-pads are 100 
per cent sold out. 


FOR THE FIRST SEASON of operation 
there will be one gondola and one 
quad chair lift giving access to 4700 
vertical feet (1430 metres) and 1500 
acres of lift serviced terrain. By next 
season, additional lifts will take the 
vertical to 1829 metres, making it the 
vertical champ of North America. 

“We'll expand aggressively over the 
next few seasons,” says Skelton. 

The skiing itself is being promoted 
for its powder, tree runs and wide range 
of terrain, It will be different from the 
Rocky Mountain resorts by having only 


we have Contact 
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CONTACT 10 


drastic sidecut. Executing speedy, 
tight turns is near-effortless and con- 
sistent on almost any terrain. The 
Contact 10s have a high vertical side- 
wall, providing great traction on hard- 
pack terrain. The skis are equipped 
with PX12 Fluid bindings. These are 
unique in that, as opposed to releas- 
ing on only two planes, the PX 12s 
release on a 360-degree plane. While 


1600 feet of the total vertical abo,,.. 

tree-line and the presence of begin; 
and intermediate terrain at higher ¢),. 
vations, meaning novices don’t have ;,, 
Stay at the runs near the base area 

Another advantage RMR is prom, 
ing over other ski areas is the cl, 
proximity of the town of Revelstoke ;, 
the resort. Just six kilometers Separat, 
the two and many of the amenii;, 
that would have to be created a) . 
new resort in a remote area a, 
already available in Revelstoke. 

“It's different having a town rip}, 
next to the skiing. There will be 
learning curve for all of us—both 
town and resort—but generally {};, 
locals are excited about the plans 
says Skelton. 

RMR is aiming to be a four-seas, 
resort with a golf course 
hiking/mountain biking trails ang 
summer sight-seeing off the gondol, 
The full development is expected ; 
take 15 years but the best time to p 
there skiing- and snowboarding-wi 
may be the next few years. 

“Until the word gets out this place 
going to be like a private playground. \i 
will change when the developmen: 
grows and more people start cominy 
but these first couple years will be real. 


ly great skiing,” says Skelton. w 


some skiers might prefer the eas) 
release characteristics of these bind 
ings, you might look for a more sturdy 
binding if you tend to ride harder off 
of jumps and out of quick turns. 

Dynastar Contact 10s are the kind o! 
ski for the advanced rider who wants 
the means to ski with more aggressio! 
without compromising precision and 
consistency. They are stable on 
groomed and hardpack and can also 
handle a few visits to the backcountry 
Their precision and fluidity in and out 
of turns is unbeatable. After spending a 
day on these skis, you'll wanna kick 
back, crack open a brew, and stew in 
the bliss that was your ride. V 
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Cemetaries and Ghosts from the past 
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS KIBBITZ IN THE CEMETERY CLUE 





OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 

ince her childhood, director Tali 
Se has known her grand- 

mother and great aunt's Satur- 
day moming ritual. On the eve of every 
summer Sabbath at 10 am, they each 
fold up a lawn chair, carry it to Mount 
Herzl National Cemetery in Jerusalem 
and unfold the chair in the shade with 
20 other elderly Israeli men and 
women, many of whom are Jewish 
holocaust survivors. The cemetery was 
named after the father of modern-day 
Zionism, and it is his burial place, as 
well as many state leaders and other 
important Jewish figures. 

But the “Mt Herzl Academy,” or The 
Cemetery Club, as Shemesh insists 
they be called, is not there to meditate 
on Zionism specifically. if it comes up, 
it will be covered. Instead they are 
meeting to discuss everything, read 
aloud anything, tell a story about 
something and, of course, share lunch. 

There are four rules: 1) They gather 
every summer Saturday; 2) Everybody 
is accountable for their own chair; 3) 
There is an elected chairman to incite 
he questions and topics of the morn- 
ng; 4) To cope with the loneliness of 
old age. Not everyone agrees upon 
rule four, and it becomes the first 
topic of debate in the film. But by the 
end of the movie—a five-year produc- 
tion that traces several deaths and 
life-altering experiences—tt is the only 
rule that remains. 

Shemesh, who makes transient 
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appearances in the film but hardly 
breaks the fourth wall, focuses on 
academy members Minya and Lena— 
her grandmother and great aunt—two 
women who could not be more differ- 
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ent. Lena and Minya grew up as best 
friends in Poland, but were split by the 
war. After enduring concentration 
camps, they found each other again in 
the new state of Israel. Minya’s brother 
married Lena and they became family. 

Minya is an introverted lady who 
acts by heart and has a gift of pump- 
ing piles of change from slot 
machines. Her sister-in-law Lena is a 
well-read pedant who bases every 
action on rationality. She thinks her 
Minya is a philistine, and she can be 
pretty scathing about it too. 


REGARDLESS OF HOW pragmatic and 


patronizing Lena acts with her sister- 
in-law, she is haunted by her broken 
family, and envies Minya greatly. Lena 
married more out of convenience 
than love, and she placed her children 
n “upscale” orphanages for conven- 
ient reasons too. Unlike Minya’s 
accomplished children, Lena’s fickle 
son did nothing with his life, and has- 
n't been in contact with her for 13 
years. But Minya’s better life is just a 


facade that Lena has put up to justify . 


her own misery. Minya suffers too, 
and due to her extreme emotionality, 
she’s concaved into a silent widower. 
When she revisits the Polish ghettos 
she was once pushed into, her pain 
leaks, however briefly. 
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THE CEMETERY CLUB 
DIRECTED BY TALI SHEMESH 
FEATURING LENA BAR, MINVA RUBIN 
METRO CINEMA S10 

tohotok 


DOCUMENTARY 


Aside from the few interviews 
between the filmmaker and her family, 
The Cemetery Club unfurls like a fluid 
narrative. Like an original Maysles 
brothers' documentary, Shemesh wires 
her subjects and stands back to record 
their cohabitation. Often the camera is 
hiding around a doorway, aimed at the 
back of heads, or glimpsing faces in a 
mirror reflection. The hands-off 
approach lets subjects breathe and act 
so naturally that they can discuss ene- 
mas, fat legs and admit to public urina- 
tion without blushing. 

The cinéma vérité style is most 


effective when the camera is present 


at the Academy's meetings, which 
unfortunately is not as often as the 
title suggests. In one scene, while the 
circle discusses Hitler and the innate 
evil of humans off-screen, on-screen 
an aloof woman diligently tries to 
light her cigarette with a dying lighter. 
As trivial as it is, it somehow over- 
rides the poignancy of the-discourse. 


Similarly, Shemesh ambiguous!y 
holds on a smiling old man, drowning 
all of the soundtrack but the score 
Cut to the next scene: a funeral. By 
simply marrying these two silent 
scenes, she has underscored the 
power of film as a medium. The nex‘ 
time this technique is used—another 
pregnant pause on another subjec! 
while the voices vanish—we know the 
exact forecast, and it is as if we atc 
experiencing their last moments. 

But The Cemetery Club is not all 
such a downer. Much of it is quite 
charming, actually. The Academy: 
constant nagging and exaggeration 0! 
minutia recount a feeling of watching 
Morty and Helen Seinfeld, only they're 
raised above the surface of situational 
comedy and given real human back 
grounds. It's amazing how survivors 
of the worst genocide in recorded his 
tory could be so bothered by chairs 
and who sits where. 

Although The Cemetery Club is 4 
dull movie—more a quilt of scenes 
than an overarching plot—it’s an 
important work. It’s one of the few 
portrayals of Jewish holocaust sul 
vivors that doesn’t victimize them 
Instead it treats them like regular peo 
ple with regular days and concerns 
but an irregular past that frames thei’ 
perspectives. v 





/ jonathan@vueweekly.com 
$s part of the first year of 
Edmonton's Exposure Queer 
and Culture festival, 
Metro Cinema has programmed two 
is full of LGBT films. 

it kicks off with Desert Hearts, Donna 
Deitch’s 1985 lesbian classic about a 
sophisticated woman who falls in love 
with a rich man’s daughter. Its original 
release broke ground for girl-on-girl 
love scenes that are actually made for 
women to enjoy. Here's a cute anec- 
dote; lesbian actress Jane Lynch (A 
Mighty Wind, The Forty-Year-Old Virgin) 
recalls her local gay bar screening the 
love scenes of Desert Hearts on a con- 
tinuous loop while female patrons sat 
around drinking beer. Its infamous frol- 
ic under the sheets is as fleshy and sen- 
suous as ever, and will no doubt please 
audiences as it gets thrown up on the 
Ziedler Hall screen to kick off the night. 

This is followed by a locally curated 
selection of shorts, “Wars We Dress 
Up For: Queer Experiences and 
Expressions on Film.” It's a great com- 
pilation of odes to gender and sexual- 
ity from a diverse range of 
filmmakers. 

Michele Clark’s Black Men and Me 
tells in five minutes a woman’s fond- 
ness for black guys who hit on her. As 
a lesbian with a masculine style, she 
often gets cruised by gay white guys 
and saluted by the straight ones 
because they think she’s a man; the 


eer eye for the film guy (or gal) 
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black guys know darn well, and 
they're most often checking her out. 
Shot in a barber shop, it’s entirely 
images of the Trinidadian lesbian get- 
ting her head shaved while her male 
counterparts wander in the back- 
ground. In the end, she recognizes a 
kinship with these men as they reflect 
not only her own personality, but vul- 
nerability as well. 

Uropop, a 90-second techno poem 
to, um, golden pleasures, hilariously 
tells the story of a liberation of a party 
boy (and his wardrobe) after a sexy (?) 
bathroom encounter. Interestingly, 
Benny Nemerofsky Ramsay's piece was 
commissioned by the Festival Des 
Films Gays et Lesbiens de Paris, as part 
of an homage to the 20th anniversary 
of author Jean Genet’s death. 


HERE'S A GOOD ONE: How many les- 


bians does it take to screw in a light 
bulb? Three, one to screw it in and 
two more to make a documentary 
about it. 

I read that somewhere a couple years 
back and it rings true as queer creativity 
establishes itself as more of a genre 
than a movement. | suppose that’s 
harsh and most definitely self righteous, 
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“THIS I$ THE COEN BROTHERS’ BEST WORK 


but essentially that also means what 
was once the mediocre subjectivity of a 
coming-out story is emerging as an 
object of criticism mobilized by a num- 
ber of socio-economic forces. 

Tori Foster's 533 Statements, an 
impressively eager first feature, fol- 
lows the filmmaker’s own trail across 
20 Canadian cities as she interviews a 
stream of mostly white “queer” 
women. Foster, a young blonde les- 
bian resembling a cross between Jen- 
nie Livingston and Jesse McCartney, is 
as much concerned with her own 
journey as she is with the ups and 
downs of the personalities of her sub- 
jects. She stops to pee on the side of 
the road, grabs an iced capp at Tim 


THE BEST FILM 
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Horton's and cries to her mother over 
the phone about attending an Eski- 
mos-Bombers game in Winnipeg 

Such shameless indulgence in one's 
Own personality fits remarkably well 
between the quaint lives of her charis- 
matic subjects. Madeleine, a wisecrack- 
ing fiddle player, shares one opinion 
after another as she wanders the streets 
of a Manitoba city, while witty Ontarian 
Janova rants on her bed about the first 
time she was mistaken for a boy by her 
visually impaired professor. A couple of 
other girls remininsce about cross- 
dressing, meeting other lesbians online 
and which boy toys they were drawn to 
as children (Dinkies!” claims Moncton 
resident Madonna, in reference to 


“A MASTERPIECE! waggle 


ONE OF THE MOST 


JOCKING 


MOVIE ENDINGS EVER! 


POLL HAMMORED, AULALNE 


MASTERPIECE. 
a BAD-ASS BRILLAINT.” 


-Bruce Kirkland, [SUM 


CORMAC McCART 


FROM FRANK DARABONT, $ 
OF "THE GREEN MILE 


FRANK DAR 


TOMEREIORE 


ANT) 
WEN KING 9 


TheMist-Movie.com 


matchbox cars) 
533 Statements is the documentary 
that numerous queers dream of mak- 
ing but never get around to starting 
It's actually getting made here, by an 
ambitious young woman with a big 
heart and a full tank of gas It’s 
Naivete is perhaps what mostly sold 
me, expressing a queerness not onl 
in its literal content but also a creative 
sensibility that is unique to th @ 
ality that it stands for. The dykey folk 
music, the intimate tong takes that 
actually allow the subject to speak 
their impressionable young mind and, 
most significantly, the use of other 
women’s stories to explicate her own 
experience, all demonstrate 
holiday romantic 
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I Want To Be A Secretan 
of post-war secretarial recruitment 
film footage. What starts out as a sim 
ple diary of a typist’s first couple days 
on the job turns out to be an investi- 
gation of dirty secrets, bound in a 
series of locked away exercise books 
Later that night, Metro will also 
screen The Bubble, a 2006 dramatic 
comedy about the lives of young gay 
and straight lovers in Tel Aviv. Direct 
ed by Eytan Fox, the film has won 
several awards, including 














ture at the Toronto International Gay 
and Lesbian Film Festival. v 
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In our grudgingly tolerant age of tabloid 
scandals, leaked sex tapes and web porn, 
taboos seem in short supply—or maybe 
some of them are just easier to laugh off. 
So Gene Wilder can have a woolly lover 
in Woody Allen's Everything You Wanted 
To Know About Sex But Were Afraid To 
Ask ... but do we really want to know 
about the serious side of bestiality? 

Zo0 (Think Films) offers a fatally serious 
2005 case involving one Seattle man who 
took the pseudonym “Mr Hands.” The film 
takes an indirect approach, though. Direc- 
tor Robinson Devor and co-writer Charles 
Mudede explain in the commentary that 
they wanted to avoid talking heads. The 
result is an atypical doc, a drifting, 
supremely arty, often gorgeous-looking 
movie that re-enacts fairly banal events (a 
man on a bus, a party in a house) with 
some of the people originally involved in 


the case (their faces shadowed) as their_ 


audio interviews burble over the images. 

Devor has noted that he “aestheticized 
the sleaze right out of it” and the doc does 
offer a languid, meditative atmosphere of 
non-judgment. But it also mires itself in a 
murky middle-ground between necessary 
details and larger questions. The film’s look 
detaches the viewer, even the film itself, 
from what happened that night outside the 
town of Enumclaw, and from much sense of 
zoophiles’ sincere passion for animals and 
ultimately any deep interest in its subject. 

Devor has said more about the interest- 
ing contradictions of the dead man, a Boe- 
ing employee and former conservative, in 
interviews than Zoo actually explores. And 
why Is love for animals (from pet cemeter- 
ies to PETA fanaticism) acceptable only up 
to a point? How common is an unusually 
strong, sometimes erotic, affection for ani- 
mals? (According to surveys, fairly com- 
mon, especially as fantasies.) Is zoophilia a 
sexual orientation? Is pain, not consent— 
can an animal give that?—the only con- 
cern in human-nonhuman sexual contact, 
especially when animals don't consent to 
being castrated or killed? 

Zoo, in focussing on just one group and 
one Infamous case, reduces being “zoo” 
to an infamous story, one act with a horse 
gone tragically wrong. With its oblique, 
sometimes coyly pretentious approach 
(and suffocating, incessant score), Devor's 
film skates around this complex subject 
on the thin ice of its pretty aesthetic. The 
only really weird thing about Zoo is that a 
film should so disappoint and frustrate in 
its discussion of a taboo that, 75 minutes 


earlier, you weren't sure you wanted t, 
know anything about. 


SHAME AND SECRECY stilt cling to suicicc 
in our culture. So, as a fascinating making. 
of featurette on the disc makes clear, E;(; 
Steel and his crew set up their cameras 
near the Golden Gate Bridge after he go; 
permission to shoot for a year (2004) by, 
pretending his documentary, The Bridge 
(Koch Lorber), was just filming the wate, 
spanning wonder, not capturing the {a 
moments of strangers’ lives. 

The result isn’t glorifying or romantic); 
ing, but an eerie, haunting immersion in th 
near-incomprehensibility, darkness anu 
grief rippling around suicide. A kiter enjoy: 
a perfect day for his sport on the wate; 
when he sees a man at the lowest ebb , 
his life. Couples kiss and tourists pass by 
on a bridge that's a fatal attraction fo, 
dozens of suicides every year. Mundan« 
moments cruise past, and then sudden|y 
there's one person in the crowd who seem: 
more uneasy, more withdrawn. 

Interviews with jumpers’ families and 
friends are bookended by shots of the 
bridge—the steel often disappearing inti 
fog—and the final moments of people 
whose lives we're only thrown into after 
that seven-second plummet. 

Do they want to jump? Such a public 
spot suggests the desire to be stopped. A 
strolling photographer snaps a woman 
stepping onto the platform edge before 
he breaks free of his artistic detachment 
and pulls her back over the railing. A sis- 
ter of one jumper talks of the courage she 
must have had; a father speaks with sor- 
rowful, loving acceptance of his son's tor- 
ment: “| didn’t want him to feel like he 
was in a cage inside himself.” 

Kevin Hines tells of surviving his jump 
last-second regret urging him to hit the 
water feet-first—after dropping 220 feet 
at 200 km/h—so that he shattered two 
vertebrae and went into a coma some 
minutes after being floated up to the su- 
face by a sea lion. 

Throughout the film, dark-clothed 
long-haired Gene Sprague paces along 
the bridge until his final, horrifying 
moment. “We all experience moments of 
despair,” one of his friends muses, and 
Steel's documentary captures this familia 
strangeness in these stark, sudden sec 
onds of no return, at the brink of an 
unknown we'll all come to in our different 
ways. No matter how eerie and fascinat- 
ing the pull, like the spectacular eng! 
neering wonder at the heart of /he 
Bridge, there is “a false romantic promise 
to it,” the stricken friend of one jumpe’ 
says. “So what if the story has that (Gold- 
en Gate] at the end? He's gone." w 
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OPENING THIS WEEK 


wn BY FRANK DARABONT 
SIANAING THOMAS JANE, ANDAE BAAUGHER 
Saal 


DAVID BEARY / david@vueweokly.com 

You could probably be forgiven for being a 
jittle bit confused about The Mist, the lat- 
est based-on-a-Stephen-King story film 
from Frank Darabont, who evidently has 
yet to discover another section of his local 
bookstore (The Shawshank Redemption 
and The Green Mile being the two films 
he’s best known for). 

{t comes, after all, only two years after 
The Fog, a similarly themed film that was 
a remake of a John Carpenter film that, in 
a fairly weird bit of coincidence, was 
released the same year as King's original 
novella. In case things aren't, ahem, hazy 
enough, King’s story bears a fairly striking 
resemblance to “Night Wire,” a short 
story that first appeared in Weird Tales in 
the 1920s, and Carpenter's film was 
inspired by The Trollenberg Terror— 
known in North America as The Crawling 
Fye, actually the first film mocked by 
Mystery Science Theatre 3000, if you're 
ever playing Trivial Pursuit: Comedy 
Central Edition—about a monster that 
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hides in the clouds. To take it one step fur- 
ther, the creators of the Si/ent Hill series 
of games—which was turned into a 
movie last yeat—openly acknowledge a 
debt to King’s novella. 

All that is to say, really, that the mixture 
of reduced visibility and monsters seems a 
fairly potent horror trope: fog {or mist, or 
whatever) is like the dark, only creepier 
and more foreboding. It's a shame that 
Darabont doesn’t take as much advantage 
of that whole reduced visibility thing, 
though. 

He seems to be at least partially aware 
of its power: for the first part of the film, 
as David Drayton (Thomas Jane), his Son 
and their increasingly frightened neigh- 
bours huddle into a grocery store while 
the titular mist rolls in, it's honestly fore- 
boding. Darabont is certainly more adept 
at directing the more feely part of King's 
canon, but as the void-like blankness 
imposes itself through the store's win- 
dows, walling the townsfolk in, he creates 
a palpable sense of claustrophobia, and 
there's a significant charge in the air as 
paranoia and bickering begin to take hold. 

Most of that feeling disappears, 
though, once the CGI monsters show up. 
There's something about computer anima- 
tion—I think it’s that it makes it fairly 
easy, relatively speaking, to get convinc- 
ing-looking otherworldly beasts—that 
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inspires malaise in horror directors, and 
Darabont certainly falls victim here. It's 
Not even,that our imaginations are better 
than the filmmakers, just that they're 
more specific: when | stare out into an 
enveloping mist, | see what scares me, not 
what Darabont has dreamed up. Most of 
whatever feeling Darabont evoked dissi- 
pates when we get a good solid look at his 
monsters, though, and The Mist ultimate- 
ly just joins its hazy brethren in obscurity. 


VITUS 

DIRECTED BY FRED! MM MURER 

WRITTEN BY MURER, PETER LUIS), LUKAS 8 SUTER 
STARRING THEO GHEORGHI, BRUND GANZ 
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DAVID BERRY / david@yueweekly.com 
Though it’s a film that’s both about and 
starring a musical prodigy, Fredi M 
Murer's Vitus doesn't really spend much 
time exploring what it means to be a 
prodigiously gifted individual. Outside of 
the time he. sits down to play piano, 
Vitus—played through most of the film by 
Swiss piano prodigy Theo Gheorghiu— 
seems more like a precocious child than a 
truly exceptional one, not always as far 
from the borderline-patronizing characters 
that tend to pop up in Hollywood as he 
should be. 

But while it is a bit of a wasted oppor- 
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tunity, it's hardly disappointing; though it 
tends to avoid questions of greatness in a 
world built for average, Vitus is still a 
charming story about the necessity of true 
and honest childhood, and what the pres- 
ence of someone willing to fully indulge 
that can mean to someone not quite ready 
to step into an adult world of responsibili- 
ty, loss and regret. 

Preternaturally gifted at almost every- 
thing, Vitus is pushed by his parents— 
though, in particular, his mother (Julika 
Jenkins), as his inventor father (Urs 
Jucker) seems more caught up in his 
work—to the point that, in an effort to 
escape their expectations, he fakes an 
accident that seems to leave him discon- 
certingly average. Free from their pres- 
sure, he begins te spend more and more 
time with his folk-wise and immensely 
playful grandfather (Bruno Ganz, a very 
long way from the film role he played pre- 
vious to this, Adolf Hitler in Der 
Untergang). Vitus eventually uses his 
smarts to play the stock market, earning 
millions for his grandfather thanks to an 
inside tip about his father’s company— 
although, truthfully, that particular bit of 
the story seems a little forced, as if Murer 
and writing partners Peter Luisi and Lukas 
B Suter weren't entirely comfortable just 
letting Vitus and his grandfather simply 
live together. 


Vou.) 


Those fairly ordinary moments they do 
share together are the heart of the film, 
though, and Murer does an exceptional 
job of capturing the blissful aimlessness 
of simply spending time around someone 
who wants nothing more than your com- 
pany. Though there are occasional directa. 
rial flourishes, Murer’s largely unobtrusive 
camera Is more content to simply watch 
as events unfold, resting plaintively as 
Ganz’'s grandfather's infinitely understand- 
ing ways help Vitus find his feet first as a 
regular person before accepting an even 
greater mantle. It's unabashedly humanist 
message also helps forgive its easier 
tone: let people come around on their own 
terms, the film suggests, and we'd all be 
better off. 


NOW PLAYING 


BEOWULF * 
DIRECTED BY ROBERT ZEMECKIS 

WRITTEN BY ROGERY AVERY, NEIL GAIMAN 

STARRING RAY WINSTONE ANTHONY HOPKINS 
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OMAR MOQUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 
Ten years ago Roger Avery and Neil 
Gaiman scripted an adaptation of the epic 
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FILM CAPSULES 


poem Beowulf as a low-budget live 
action film. When the screenplay awoke 
in Robert Zemeckis’s mailbox, the budget 
exploded and it went from a visual trans- 
lation of the poem to a complete animat- 
ed reinterpretation. 

The premise remains intact: Beowulf 
the Monster Slayer (voiced by Ray 
Winstone) comes to the aid of Heorot and 
King Hrothgar (Anthony Hopkins) to defeat 
Grendel (Crispin Glover). He slays Grendel, 
becomes King and inherits Heorot and 
Queen Wealthow (Robin Wright Penn). 
The picture, however, recreates King 
Hrothgar as a hedonistic slob, and 
Beowulf as a complex warrior, not just 
occupied by the external battle, but the 
internal battle of abusing pride and power. 
Also, Grendel and the third-act dragon are 
made bastard sons of the kings, products 
of weakness and seduction by Grendel's 
mother (Angelina Jolie), who, unlike in the 
poem, is not killed immediately and acts 
as the whole antagonist. 

The decision to animate Beowulf is 
peculiar considering the characters look 
verbatim like the voicing actors, and the 
actors slipped into body suits and acted to 
give them motion. But, conceptually, it 
makes sense to stitch 8th-century story- 
telling with 21st-century storytelling— 
just because. 

Zemeckis, who wowed audiences with 
stunning realism in The Polar Express, 
proves that in only three years, the field 
has progressed by leaps and bounds. 
There are moments in Beowulf where the 
authenticity and attention to detail is so 
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fich that it appears more real than real. 
The team of animators doesn't goofy-up 
any of the action to be more far-fetched 
than it would be in reality, assuming that 
in reality we occasionly battle dragons. 
Characters like Unferth and Wiglaf (John 
Malkovich and Brendan Gleeson) may 
have to redefine what the Academy 
means with “Best Supporting Actor.” 

But even though it's PG-13 and brimming 
with blood, the makers still believe that ani- 
mation cannot be sexualized. There are 
many sexual themes, but they repeatedly 
innovate ways to conceal it. Not even mer- 
maids are allowed nipples, and foreground- 
ing phallic objects constantly censor the 
obvious. Thrilling monster fights are orches- 
trated to protect the loins firstly and enter- 
tain us secondly. Nudity is not that impor- 
tant to the story, so either put some pants 
on them or be an adult about it. 

Beowulf is an excellent piece of work 
that advances animation ten-fold, but its 
hypocritical prudishness does nothing to 
advance storytelling. 


LOVE IN THE TIME OF CHOLERA 

DIRECTED BY MIKE NEWELL 

WRITTEN BY RONALD HARWOOD 

STARRING JAVIER BARDEM, GIOVANNA MEZZOGIORNO, 
BENJAMIN BRAT 
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OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 

Mike Newell, director of prime pictures 
like Four Weddings and a Funeral and 
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, may 
have overstepped his boundaries this 
time. Spanning 50 years in turn-of-the- 
century Columbia, and based on an 
alleged masterpiece by author Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez, Love in the Time of 
Cholera is a different kind of bad movie. 
Unlike, say, White Chicks, which is bad 
but doesn’t care because it's guaranteed 
profitable, Cholera is aimed at the small- 
est movie-going demographic and reaches 
for high-art, only to fall, break a hip and 
still continue trying. 

Soundtracked by Shakira, Cholera is 
more about self-delusion than true love. It 
traces the love journey between 
Florentino (Javier Bardem) and Fermina 
(Giovanna Mezzogiorno), who fell in love 
the way people did in those days—by 
catching each others’ eyes from afar. Only 
their destiny is put on hiatus because her 
ridiculously evil daddy forbids it. John 
Leguizamo, who plays her dad, dresses 
and acts like Jack the Ripper, and then 
disappears after she marries Dr Urbino 
(Benjamin Bratt), so he very well could 
have been the London killer. 

Soon their romance forks: Fermina 
unhappily marries Dr Urbino after he 
excites her during a cholera examination 
(the only time the epidemic carries rele- 
vancy); Florentino pledges celibacy, only 
to change his mind, become a nymphoma- 
niac and sleep with approximately one 
woman for every day of the year on Mars, 


which contains the atmospheric elemen). 
needed to enjoy this picture. The path tha; 
brings them together in their senior age j, 
tedious, and completely unnecessay, 
since the filmmakers stupidly opened +; 
movie with the reuniting catalyst. 

One thing that Cholera does have j, 
common with White Chicks is the at;,, 
cious makeup applied to the actors for =; 
aged effect. Choosing to perform the fijm, 
in English instead of Spanish makes {o, 
artificiality, but ironically, having the sar. 
actor play ages 17 to 70 makes the phon 
faces grossly obtrusive. They look ij; 
mutants in their golden years, and play 
elderliness way over-the-top. While a dj; 
ferent actor portrays teenage Florentir, 
the inconsistency makes for more confi, 
sion, because when Bardem takes over. } 
appears like a new actor. 

Regardless of its staunch melodran) 
the movie works best—or only—as 
comedy, however inadvertently. With line 
like “This isn’t love, it's madness” ang 
“You need to take your mind off her. Com 
with me to the whorehouse,” audien: 
are sure to snort just a little. Whey 
Fermina loses her virginity, she tells he 
husband that she’s never understood the 
mechanics of “it.” In the next scene 
Florentino is jumped and raped by ; 
woman on the train with no time fo; 
arousal. Looks like the filmmakers don’: 
feally understand how “it” works either 

Sure, sometimes the sexualized scene 
are intentionally funny, and for those rar: 
moments, and the unintentional funniness 
too, | am generous with my one-star ra 
ing. There is also a sex scene at the end 
between two seniors that | tip my hat to 
for its courageousness. But the other two- 
plus hours of the movie are about a 
painful as cholera itself. 


MR MAGORIUM’S WONDER EMPORIUM 
WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY ZACH HELM 

STARRING DUSTIN HOFFMAN, NATALIE PORTMAN 

tok - 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 
Ithas become increasingly difficult for fam 
ily films to explore the perverse realm of a 
child's imagination like they once did 
Special effects cost money, and so do A-list 
celebrities; we're in an age where 
Hollywoodland doesn’t take as many risks 
to alienate youngsters from the pleasure 
dome of the multiplex. And that's what kids 
secretly want—the smart ones, anyway. 

Mr Magorium’s Wonder Emporium 
aims for what it thinks makes kids feel 
Naughty yet wondrous, a 243-year-old 
owner of a magical toy store. Mr Magorium 
(Dustin Hoffman) is ready to pass the buc! 
of his independent business to Molly 
(Natalie Portman, surprisingly less irritating 
than usual). It's because he’s dying. 

Henry (Jason Bateman, adorable as 
ever) is an accountant dragged in t 
determine the store's value and keep the 
books, even though he’s a stifled bus! 
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.. In that sense, the film 
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cally, reminding kids about 
and whimsy of all the toys 
they should ask for this Christmukkah. 
But Portman is a sexy delight, somehow 
putting that Harvard education to good use 
and finding a modest heart and soul in 
Molly. Hoffman is a misfortune, performing 
Mr Magorium with the same cocky gusto he 
had in his 1989 acceptance speech for the 
Rain Man Oscar. He's far more endearing 
when he’s vulnerable, as a bumbling college 
grad or bruised divorcee; leave the bug- 
eyed fantastical creep roles to Johnny 
Depp—he'll never tire of them. 


ALSO SHOWING 


AUGUST RUSH Freddie Highmore stars as 
an orphan who uses his prodigious musi- 
cal talents to find his parents. Read Vue 
Weekly’s review next week. 


THE CEMETERY CLUB Tali Semesh’s docu- 


mentary about a group of Holocaust sur- 
vivors who hold weekly discussions at a 
cemetery. Read Omar Mouallem’s review 
on page XX> 


ENCHANTED Amy Adams is a Disney car- 
toon princess who comes to real life. Read 
Vue Weeklys review next week. 


EXPOSURE FILM FEST Metro Cinema 
presents a selection of queer cinema as 
part of the Exposure Festival. Read 
Jonathan Busch’s overview on page xx. 


HITMAN Timothy Olyphant stars as Agent 
47, a barcode-stamped, uh, hitman, based 
on the video game. Read Wwe Weeklys 
review next week. 
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CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
6094 Connauaht Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 
BEE MOVIE (G) 

Sat-Sun 1:30 

FRED CLAUS (PG) 

Fri Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00; Sat 
Sun 1:30 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
Fri Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00 


CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 
190 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 


ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE (PG, 
violence) 
Daily 1:30, 6:50 


THE HEARTBREAK KID (18A, sexual _ 


content) 
Fri-Sat 1:50, 4:45, 7:25, 9:55, 12:20; 
Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:25, 9:55 


MICHAEL CLAYTON (14A) 
Easel 4:00, 9:20, 11:50; Sun-Thu 4:00, 


THE KINGDOM (14A, violence) 

Fri-Sat 4:20, 9:40, 12:05; Sun-Thu 4:20, 
9:40 

GOOD LUCK CHUCK (18A, sexual 
content) 


Fri-Sat 7:35, 10:00, 12:25; Sun-Thu 
7:35, 10:00 


EASTERN PROMISES (18A, gory 
scenes) 

Fri-Sat 2:05, 4:25, 7:00, 9:15, 11:30; 
Sun-Thu 2:05, 4:25, 7:00, 9:15 


3:10 TO YUMA (14A, violence) 

Fri-Sat 1:25, 4:10, 7:20, 9:50, 12:20; 
Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:10, 7:20, 9:50. 
SUPERBAD (18A) 

Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9:40, 12:10; 
Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9:40 
STARDUST (PG, frightening scenes,not 
recommended for children) 





Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:05, , 9:25, 11:55; 
Sun-Thu 1:; 45, 9:25 
UNDERDOG (G) 

Daily 2:05, 4:50 

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (14A) 


Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:40, 7:15, 9:45, 12:15; 
Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:40, 7:15, 9:45 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 
Daily 2:00, 7:30 


HAIRSPRAY (PG) 
Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:35, 7:10, 9:55, 12:10; 
Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:35, 7:10, 9:55 


RATATOUILLE (G) 
Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:30, 7:10, 9:35, 12:00; 
Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:30, 7:10, 9:35 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence, not rec- 


ommended for young children) 
Fri-Sat 12:30, 4:10, 7:40, 11:00; Sun- 
Thu 12:30, 4:10, 7:40 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 137th Avenue, 732-2236 
THIS CHRISTMAS (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:50, 4:40, 7:20, 
10;20; Tue 4:40, 7:20, 10:20; Star and 
Strollers: Tue 1:00 


THE MIST (184, gory scenes) 
Dally 1:20, 4:20, 7:30, 10:30 


HITMAN (18A, gory scenes) 
sae li 5:10, 8:00, 10:25 


ENCHANTED 
Ree ty 1220, 1:40, 3:30, 4:30, 
6:45, 7:35, 10:15 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Daily 1:00, 3:45, 6:50, 9:30 


MR. MAGORIUM’S WONDER EMPO- 


RIUM (G) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:30, 4:15, 7:10, 
#10, 9:40; Star and 





BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
No passes Daily 12:45, 2:00, 3:40, 5:00, 
6:30, 7:50, 9:00, 10:35 


LOVE IN THE TIME OF CHOLERA 
(14A, sexual content) 
Dally 12:60 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (18A, 
gory scenes) 
Daily 1:10, 4:00, 7:00; 10:05 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Daily 1:15, 4:10, 7:05, 10:00 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
Daily 2:30, 6:40, 10:10 

BEE MOVIE (G) 

Daily 12:30, 1:05, 3:15, 5:30, 7:40, 
10:00 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 

Daily 3:50, 7:15, 9:50 

THE ASSASSINATION OF JESSE 
JAMES BY THE COWARD ROBERT 
FORD (14A) 

Daily 9:15 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 
1525-99 St, 436-8585 


THIS CHRISTMAS (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 
Daily 1:15, 3:50, 6:40, 9:50 

"THE MIST (184, gory scenes) 

Daily 1:10, 4:10, 7:45, 10:30 
HITMAN (18A, gory scenes) 

No passes Daily 12:00, 2:40, 5:10, 7:50, 
10:30 
ENCHANTED (G) 
No passes Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:00, 
3:45, 7:00, 9:45; Tue 3:45, 7:00, 9:45; 
Star and Strollers: no passes Tue 1:00 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 

Daily 1:30, 4:20, 7:20, 10:15 

MR. MAGORIUM’S WONDER EMPO- 
RIUM (G) 

Daily 12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:15, 9:40 
BEOWULF (14A, violence) 

No passes Dally 12:50, 1:50, 3:40, 4:40, 
6:30, 7:40, 9:20, 10:20 

LOVE IN THE TIME OF CHOLERA 
(14A, sexual content) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:15; Star and 
Strollers; Tue 1:00 

NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (168A, 
gory scenes) 

Daily 1:20, 4:00, 6:50, 10:00 

FRED CLAUS (PG) 

Daily 12:40, 3:15, 6:30, 9:15 


OM SHANTI OM (PG, Hindi W/E.S.T) 
Daily 12:45, 4:45, 8:45 


LIONS FOR LAMBS (14A) 
Daily 3:30, 7:10, 9:30 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (18A) 
Daily 12:30, 4:15, 8:15 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 12:00, 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:10 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Daily 12:20, 3:10, 7:30, 10:10 


INTO THE WILD (14A) 


Fri-Wed 1:40, 5:00, 8:30; Thu 1:40, 
915 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 


SYDNEY WHITE (PG) 

Thu, Nov. 22: 7:30, 9:50 

BALLS OF FURY (PG, not recommend- 
ed for young children) 

Thu, Nov. 22: 9:10 


MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY (G) 

Thu, Nov. 22: 6:45, 9:00 

SUPERBAD (18A, coarse language, 
crude content, substance abuse) 

Thu, Nov. 22: 7:10, 9:40 

STARDUST (PG, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for children) 

Thu, Nov. 22: 6:40, 9:20 


THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (144) 
Thu, Nov. 22: 7:00, 9:30 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 
Thu, Nov. 22; 7:20 


HAIRSPRAY (PG) 

Thu, Novy. 22: 6:30 

HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX (PG, frightening 
scenes, not recommended for young 
children) 

Thu, Nov. 22: 9:15 


RATATOUILLE (G) 
Thu, Nov. 22: 7:15, 9:45 


10200-102 Ave,.421-7020 
BEOWULF (14A, violence) Dolby Stereo 


Digital 
Daily 1:00, 4:00, 6:45, 9:20 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184, 
Gory Scenes) Dolby Stereo Digitat 
Daily 12:50, 3:50, 6:40, 9:30 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) Dolby Stereo 
Digital 
Daily 1:10, 3:40, 6:35, 9:10 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
DTS Digital Daity 12:30, 4:10, 7:45 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
OTS Digital Daily 1:50, 4:20, 6:30, 9:00 


ENCHANTED (G) 
DTS Digital Daily 1:20, 4:15, 7:00, 9:50 


HITMAN (184A, gory scenes) 
DTS Digital Daily 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:00 


THE MIST (184, gory scenes) 
DTS Digital Dally 12:40, 3:30, 6:50, 9:40 


LARS AND THE REAL GIRL (PG) 
DTS Digital Dally 1:40, 4:25, 7:20, 10:00 


CLAREVIEW 10 
4211-199 Ave, 472-7600 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER EMPO- 
RIUM (G) 

Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:15, 6:30, 9:00; Mon-Thu 
4:15, 6:30, 9:00 


LOVE IN THE TIME OF CHOLERA 
(14A, sexual content) 

Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:45, 8:00; Mon-Thu 4:45, 
8:00 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri-Sun 1:45, 4:30, 7:10; Mon-Thu 4:30, 
7:10 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Daily 9:45 


HITMAN (18A, gory scenes) 
Fri-Sun 2:00, 4:40, 7:20, 9:50; Mon-Thu 
4:40, 7:20, 9:50 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:00, 6:45, 9:20; Mon-Thu 
4:00, 6:45, 9:20 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (18A) 
Fri-Sun 12:50, 4:05, 7:30; Mon-Thu 
4:05, 7:30 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:20, 7:00, 9:35; Mon-Thu 
4:20, 7:00, 9:35 


THE MIST (184, gory scenes) 
Fri-Sun 1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:30; Mon-Thu 
3:50, 6:40, 9:30 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:10, 6:50, 9:40; Mon-Thu 
4:10, 6:50, 9:40 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Fri-Sun 12:30, 2:40, 4:50, 7:05, 9:15; 
Mon-Thu 4:50, 7:05, 9:15 


GALAXY-SHERWO: 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 
THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) 


Fri 3:40, 7:00, 10:00; Sat-Sun 12:40, 
3:40, 7:00, 10:00; Mon-Thu 7:00, 10:00 


HITMAN (184A, gory scenes) 

No passes Fri 4:10, 7:15, 10:15; Sat- 
Sun 1:00, 4:10, 7:15, 10:15; Mon-Thu 
7:15, 10:15 


ENCHANTED (G) 

No passes Fri 4:20, 7:10, 9:45; Sat-Sun 
42:30, 4:20, 7:10, 9:45; Mon-Thu 7:10, 
9:45 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Fri 4:30, 7:05, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:30, 
7:05, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:50 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER EMPO- 
RIUM (G) 

Fri 3:30, 6:40, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:20, 
8:30, 6:40, 9:20; Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:20 


BEOWULF (144, violence) 

No passes Fri 3:50, 7:20, 10:10; Sat- 
Sun 12:50, 3:50, 7:20, 10:10; Mon-Thu 
7:20, 10:10 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri 4:00, 6:50, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:00, 
6:50, 9:30; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:30 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (18A) 
Fri 4:00, 8:00; Sat-Sun 12:00, 4:00, 
8:00; Mon-Thu 8:00 


BEE MOVIE (G) 

Fri 5:00, 7:30, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:10, 
2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:30, 
9:40 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Fri 4:40, 7:40, 10:20; Sat-Sun 1:10, 
4:40, 7:40, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:40, 10:20 











12- 7: 


INTO THE WILD (144) 
Daily 6:45, 9:30; Sat Sun Mon 2:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill 
Ave, St. Albert, 458-9822 


Date of issue only: Thu, Nov. 22 
MR. MAGORIUMS WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 
Thu, Nov, 22: 1:15, 
9:15 


3:25, 





ils, 
AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
Thu, Nov. 22: 8:45 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 

Thu, Nov, 22: 1:00, 3:10, 5:15, 7:25, 
9:30 

BEOWULF (14A, violence) 

Thy, Nov. 22: 12:55, 3:00, 5;10, 7: 
9:35, 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Thu, Nov. 22: 12:45, 2 


ENCHANTED (G) 


Thu, Nov. 22; 1:05, 3:05, 5:05, 7:0! 
9:10 


4762-50 St, Leduc. 986-2728 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat, Sun 1:00, 3:30 


THE BEE MOVIE (G) 
Sat, Sun 1:10, 3:30 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
Daily 6:55, 9:30 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 
Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat, Sun 1:05, 3:25 


HITMAN (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat, Sun 1:05, 3:25 


MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 
Camrose, 780-608-2144 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
Dally 7:00, 9:05; Sat Sun 2:00 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 
Dally 7:15 9:15; Sat Sun 2:15 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Dally 9:00 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 7:05; Sat Sun 2:05 


THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat Sun 1:50 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Daily 7:10 9:20; Sat Sun 2:10 


MAGIC LANTERN-SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St, Spruce Grove, 972-2332 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Dally 7:10, 9:30; Sat Sun 1:10, 3:30 


HITMAN (184A, gory scenes) 
Daily 7:30, 9:40; Sat Sun 1:30, 3:40 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 7:20; Sat Sun 1:20, 3:10 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
Daily 7:05, 9:35; Sat Sun 12:45, 3:20 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 
Daily 7:15, 9:15; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:15 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat Sun 12:50, 3:25 


THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 8:00; Sat Sun 2:00 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (1A) 
Daily 9:00 


| METRO CINEMA 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 
425-9212 


CEMETERY CLUB (STC) 
Fri, Sun 7:00; Sat, Mon 9:30 


VITUS (STC) 

Fri, Sun 9:00; Sat, Mon 7:00 
DESERT HEARTS (PR) 

Tue 7:00 

533 STATEMENTS: A 
DOCUMENTARY ABOUT QUEER 
CANADIAN WOMEN (STC) 


45, 4:45, 





Thu 7:00 


THE BUBBLE (128A 
Thu 9:00 


-82 Av 


THE DARJEELING LIMITED (14) | 
Daily 7:00, 9:10; Sat Sun Mon 2:20 


CONTROL (144, coarse lan, 
Daily 6:50, 9:15; Sat-Sun 2:0 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEN= | 


WEM, 8882-170 St. 444-2400 


THE MIST (188, gory 
Dally 12:45, 3:45, 7:15, 














HITMAN (184, cory 
No passes Daily 1:30, 


ENCHANTED (G) 





Strollers: 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER EMPO- 
RIUM (G) 

Daily 12:40, 4:10, 6:40, 
BEOWULF (14A, violenc 
No Passes, Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 
10:00; Mon-Thu 1:00, 4:00, 7:45, 10:40 


BEOWULF: AN IMAX 3D EXPERI- 
ENCE (14A, violence) 

No passes Fri-Sun 12:00, 2 
0, 10:40; Mon-Thu 1:00, 4:00 
















NO OMI FOR OLD MEN (184 


gory s 
Daily 12:30, 3:30, 6:45 





FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Daily 12:05, 3:40, 7:20, 10:10 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 


Daily 2:00, 6:30, 10:00 

BEE MOVIE (G) 

Dally 12:00, 2:25, 4:50, 7:15, 9:45 
DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 

Fri-Wed 12:10, 3:00, 7:40, 9:55; Thu 


12:10, 3:00, 10;00 


30 DAYS OF NIGHT (184, gory scenes 
Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 4:20, 9:50; Mon 4:20 


ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG, not 
recommended for children) 

Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 12 7:00; Mon 
12:25 


THE BEATLES IN HELP! (G) 
Mon 8:00 


Se 
111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
DTS Digital, No Passes Fri 6:45, 
Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:50, 6:45, 9:30; Mon- 
Thu 6:45, 9:30 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 
9:40; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:40, 7:00, 9:40 












AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:30; Sal-Sag 
12:45, 4:00, 7:30 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
DTS Digital Fr, Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:20; Sat- 
Sun 1:20, 3:30, 7:10, 9:20 


780-352-3922 
ENCHANTED (G) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat, Sun 1:00, 3:30 


THE BEE MOVIE (G) 
Sat, Sun 1:10, 3:30 


BEOWULF (144, violence) 
Daily 6:55, 9:30 
MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 


EMPORIUM (6) 
Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat, Sun 1:05, $253 
HITMAN (184. goxy sosnes) 

Dally 7:05, 9:15: Sat, Sun 1:05, 3:25 
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EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweskly.com 

hese days, technology like 
| Apple’s Garageband has made 

it increasingly easy for musi- 
cians to start recording. The time of 
bulky tape recorders and dreams of 
big recording studios is pretty much 
gone, as every kid with a computer 
can essentially pick up a microphone 
and start laying down tracks. The 
recording process has almost become 
the new ground zero for bands; 
instead of getting out and playing live 
gigs in the hopes of being spotted by 
someone from a record label, many 
groups start out by recording and then 
hit the live circuit. But, while the order 
S@y have changed, the live show is 
still an absolutely essential part of 
being a band, even if it's only to learn 
a bit more about both the industry 
and yourselves. 

F&M—the band built around the 
core duo of married couple Ryan and 
Becky Anderson—struck out on a tour 
this past summer, and while the expe- 
rience was a struggle in some ways, 
the band was entirely satisfied with 
the overall experience. 





THU OV 29 (8PM) 
F&M 
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“That was our first time and we 
learned a big lesson,” Ryan says, 
before deadpanning, “We need a big- 
ger van.” 


Guitarist Bryan Reichert laughs and 
nods in agreement. “You certainly 
develop a rapport,” he admits. “As 
uncomfortable as it was we made 
time to sort of relax, take a few min- 
utes to relax here and there.” 

That's something that many bands 
forget to do when they hit the road: 
take the time to actually enjoy the 
experience and grow together as a 


_—ARTOF DYING / 55 x AREY 
- LENE ALL NIGHT /57, ESSER 


CHIMAIRA / 59 


group instead of just trying to cover 











to the ocean and go, ‘Well, we're here 


the distance to the next gig. F&M’s —The first thing we did when we went 


decision to savour every moment was 
an intentional one. 

“We all sat there and said, ‘Why are 
we all doing this? Is it to just sit in a 
bus and then whatever?” Ryan recalls. 
“We made a point to stop in places, 
like hit the beach when you get to Van- 
couver. The first thing we did was get 


through Banff was we did a hike, and 
we jumped in a lake. It was great 
That's the experience we wanted as 

band. It’s important. And as players we 
developed really quickly and now we 
know how to play off each other and 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 66 


Junior Bloomsday pushes forward and finds himself on Nervous Habitats 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 
he one thing that Aesop’s Tor- 
| toise and the Hare fable teaches 
us is that you may be able to 
come out of the gate all full of piss 
and vinegar, but that doesn’t neces- 
sarily mean that you'll win the race. 

If you think about it, all manner of 
metaphorical sprinters end up crash- 
ing and burning at some point—usu- 
ally sooner rather than later. We see it 
every day on the covers of the bur- 
geoning celebrity rags 

Although, in our fast-paced times, 
may seem like a lifetime for our 











favourite musicians to release their 
records, when we hear something as 
lovingly put together as Junior 
Bloomsday’s (aka Jeff Wickstrom and 
Division & Wellesley) debut album 

can forget the 

been since he 
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SAT, NOV 24 (9 PM) 


JUNIOR BLOOMSDAY 
WITH THEBUMMERS COLIN POWELL BEACH 
THEARTERY (535 JASPER AVENUE) S10 


recording demo sessions to recording 
the album. | did it all myself, so it was 
just my own time frame that I was 
working on.” 


SERVING UP THE CD at a release show 


at the Artery (Nov 24), Wickstrom will 
provide a tasty menu of atmospheric 
rock, complete with odd synth dress- 
ing. While you can’t hear his 
process—how each tune comes 
together—you can hear how every 
strum complements every beat, every 
keyboard stroke and every lyric. 

“The way I write, as soon as I have a 
little inkling of an idea, I'll just start 
messing around on an old eight-track 
that | have, and I'll just start putting 
down ideas, and building it from 
there,” he explains. “So then it’s just 
the more that you are playing back 
that tape and adding little new parts, 
the more you hear it, a melody will 
start to build up. And after hearing it 
more and more, you keep hearing the 
same words coming out after a while.” 

While Wickstrom has thought that 
he should try writing lyrics first and 
finding the music after, that process 
doesn’t seem to work out as naturally 


for him. He says that the lyrics feel 
tacked on, and the same goes for 
writing lyrics too long after he’s devel- 
oped his melodies. 

“Any time that I’ve really finished a 
song and then tried to write lyrics a 
lot later for it, it never really seems to 
work out,” he says. “It seems like the 
music and the lyrics need to come 
together at the same time for me, or 
I've lost interest by the time, you 
know, it’s three weeks later and I’m 
going in and listening to it. I'm 


already moving on to the next riff that 
lam excited about.” 

What it all seems to come down to 
is when you've discovered the way 
you communicate with the world— 
whether it be building a song, a 
career or racing a hare—you can’t 
seem to stop moving forward. 

“There was a Trail of Dead interview 
somewhere a while ago and Conrad 
Keely was talking about how when 
you play music and you write music, 
it’s not really something that you can 





stop doing—one day, be like, ‘You 
know, I’ve had enough of this; 1 don’t 
want to do it anymore; I’m selling all o! 
my stuff,” he explains. “You're gonna 
get that itch sooner or later, again. | 
think a big part of why I enjoy it, and 
why I always have ... I don’t think that 
I've lost that. And I’ve even just gained 
more interest in it, doing a lot of it 
myself. You know, when you're record 
ing things yourself and you're produc- 
ing things yourself, then they just ... the 
end result is just you.” w 
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RIVERBONT+ GAMELERS 
DECEMBER 20° SHAW CONFERENCE GENTRE 
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MUSIC Nov 22 - Nov ian wereweacy [81 


10551-S2 Avenue {Upstairs} -482-0814 


é q 


Kokanee pints and 
hibalis til 10:30pm 


Y! NOT WEDNESDAYS 


$1 HIBALLS TILL 11PM 


THIS WEEK: 
steerer: ROLAN KICKOFF PARTY 


EBAYONETS! BASTARD 


ACID WASH / THE HUES N 
THE SOMMNAMBULIS T 


FRIDAY NOV 23: GD RELEASE! 


Seceesscesossosscee 


WITH THE LINE ATLANTIC AND CASSIDY 


SATURDAY NOV 24: 


Seveseecccanessscosseesevess 


MY QUIET EARTEI 
zi» NE RCIANA 


UPCOMING: 
FRIDAY NOV 30: SONIC 102.9 BAND OF THE MONTH 


Soececrscooesvesssarees 


TIM GILBERTSON 


TO iILLFir OUTFIT 


SATURDAY DEC 1: 


PASSENGERae 
AC-IO HOE prem gead 


NERSUS NIGHES 


2c 6: THE CORDUROYS 
__ 07 LET'S DANCE _ 
Eo: SMALLTOWN DJ'S 

DEC 14 @MEGA THEORY 


De Is DPAGCHE ROSE 
& LONG WAY DOWN 














l NOV 22-- NOV,28, 2007 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage; 
Spm 


BLIND PIG Moosehead Jam: The 
Rault Brothers and friends; 8-11pm. 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jim Hepler 
and John Newton 


CAFE LEVA Every Thursday: Travis 
Boa plays mellow gold; 7-930pm. 


CASTLE ROCK Jam with Gator 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 


DRUID Guitar heroes 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band 


EDDIE SHORTS That's E-Town 
Rock ‘n’ Roll open stage: with hosts 
Rick, Mark and Matt 


FOUR ROOMS Marco Claveria 
Quartet: 8pm 


HORIZON STAGE Colcannon (con- 
temporary Celtic); 7:30pm; $19 at 
TicketMaster 


HULBERTS Bob Jahrig; 8pm; $7 
(door) 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 8pm 


JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam; 7-11pm 


J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage with the Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues), 8:'30pm-12:30am 


NEW CITY Chock-Full of Punk 

Rock: The Intensives, The Fools, The 
Swill City Locals, Balls Out, Face 
First, Freebooter; no minors; 8pm 
(door); $5 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 
CKUA‘s Birthday Bash: hosted by 
John Worthington, George Lake, 
The CKUA All-Star Hummers, 
Strummers and Tinklers including 
Lionel Rault, Andy Donnelly, David 
Ward and Jan Randall; $10 at 
www.ckua.com 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


PAWN SHOP Zolan kick-off party: 
Bayonets!, Bastard Son, Acid Wash, 
The Hues, The Somnambulist 


URBAN LOUNGE Megan Lane 
WILD WEST Tracy Millar 


YARDBIAD SUITE The Magic of 
Spirit and Song: Anna Beaumont 
and friends; 6:30pm (door), 7<30pm 
(music); $28 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL University 
of Alberta Orchestral Winds and 
Percussion, Angela Schroeder (con- 
ductor); 8pm; $15 (adult}/$10 (stu- 
dent/senior) at TIX on the Square 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Choir and 
Brass; Richard Eaton Singers, the 
Festival Brass, Jeremy Spurgeon 
and Leanne Regehr (organ and 
piano), the Edmonton Youth Choir; 
8pm; $20-$35 at the Winspear 
Centre box office, TIX on the 
Square, RES office 428-3737 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Thursday Nights: Electro Education: 
dub, trip hop, lounge, electro with 
DJ Lazer Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 











Bingo with DJ SWAG. 
FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
‘Sound Crew: InVinceable, Touch It, 
TNO, Lady Vishus 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with 
Allout DJs, DJ Degree, Junior 
Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/fechno with DJ Colin 


¥ 


PREVUE / Fl, NOV 23 (8 PM) / THE 


Prairie Cats; 6-Spm 
HULBERT'S Marty Majorowicz; 
8pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock 
band, $-2am 


JEFFREY'S CAFE Jamie Calan and 
enue {country rock/blues); 
10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
{pop/rock}; 9:30pm, no caver 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Zappa 
Plays Zappa; Dweezil Zappa and the 
Zappa Family Trust; 7pm (door), 8pm 
{Show); $59.50 & $45.50 at 
TicketMaster 


a 
DISCIPLES OF THE 


DEATH BRIGADE / STARLITE ROOM, $8 


Be careful. These people are serious. 


Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K, hardstyle/techno with DJ 

Decha, tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 


NEW CITY | Love ‘80s Thursdays: 
Spm (door); no cover 

NEW CITY Bride of Bingo 
Thursdays: hosted by Dexter Nebula 
and Anarchy Adam; 10pm; no 
minors; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; Spm-Zam; no cover 
PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
It Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
spun with Pl residents 

THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexxxi Tronic, Drag 
Kings and Queens, burlesque and 
rotating game shows, bands 
Upstairs monthly 

VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLCM; Electro, techno, no wave 
with DJ Nik 7 of Shout Out Out Out 
Out 8pm (door) 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


AXIS CAFE Friday Live Music 
Nights: Mad Violet and Dan 
Mangan (acoustic singer-songwrit- 
ers); $10 (door) 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Steve Pineo 
{CD release); $12 (adv)/$15 (day of) 
CARROT CAFE Sweet Musick: 6- 
10pm 

CASINO EDMONTON Party of 
Four (pop/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Crush 
(pop/rock) 

CASTLE ROCK Open stage 
EDDIE SHORTS iD (CD release 
party), Nu-Contrast, Prisoner 
Cinema, Jake lan (punk metal), 
Khiry Tefari, Locution Revolution; 
Spm (door), 10pm (show); $10. 


FESTIVAL PLACE Susan Aglukark; 
7:30pm; $27-$31 at TicketMaster 


FLUIDS BAR-DRAYTON VALLEY 
Brian Gregg and Patsy Amico Band; 
3:30pm 

FOUR ROOMS Marco Claveria 
Quartet; Spm; $5 


FRESH START BAKERY CAFE 


MUSIC 











LB'S PUB Slowbum (blues/rock); 
9:30pm-1:30am 


MEAD HALL Rupture, Sedated 
Bliss, In Due Time, Requiem. Killing 
Lies, Etherial; all ages with licensed 
area; 7pm (door); $10 

ON THE ROCKS Bad Judgement 
with DJ Crazy Dave 

PAWN SHOP Radio for Help (CD 
felease party), The Line Atlantic, 
guests 

STARLITE ROOM The Disciples of 
the Cambodian Death Brigade, 
Keep 6, guest; 8pm (door); no 
minors; $8 (door) 

URBAN LOUNGE Retrofitz 
VELVET UNDERGROUND The 
Surgents, Jets To Theory; 8pm; no 
minors; $10 (door) 

WILD WEST Tracy Millar 
YARDBIAD SUITE 
Kaufmann—Gratkowski-de Joode; 


8pm (door), 9pm {show}; $14 {(mem- 
ber)/$18 (guest) 


bis 
PREVUE / THU, NOV 22 & THU, NOV 29 (8 PM) / PUNK ROCK GOOD- 
NESS / NEW CITY, $5 
dust like old times, you can see five bands for five bucks, Except on the 
29th you'll see four bands for five bucks. Whatever—punks can't count. 
Most can't read either. 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Music at 


Convocation Hall: Brahms Night: 
Jasmine Lin (violin), Marina Hoover 
(cello), Patricia Tao (piano); 7:15pm 
pre-concert introductian, 8pm {con- 
cert), $20 (adult)/$15 (senior/$10 
{student} at TIX on the Square, the 
door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Christmas 
concert with John McDermott, 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, 
Petar Dundjerski (conductor), 
Brigham Phililps (piano), Jason. 
Fowler (guitar); Spm; $42-$73/$15 
(student/senior rush tickets two 


hours prior to performance) 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 


Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 


funky tunes with Phite and friands 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
two levels; Wooftop: DJs Ben 
Jammin’ and Bobby Torpedo heat 
up the patio 


BLACKSPOT CAFE Ostrasky, Pulse 
FM and the Grant MacEwan 0SO 
present Tuming Tables: with DU 
Orlesko, DJ Twigay, DJ Gundam: 
and MC Deadly 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toontlash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and ‘70s progressive rock. disco, 
and electronic Indie with Joel 
Reboh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM flock. hip 
hop, house, mash up; no minors: 


ESMERALDA’S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 


FEVER Ladies night with DJ Jonnie 
Spinns and Toni Sanchez 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 

wave, Brit pop, and “60s soul with 
DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! 
Bitch! Bitch! Fridays: electro, indie, 
alternative, techno with DJs 
Dervish, Plan B, quests; no minors; 
9pm (door); $5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out: 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CUSR’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Movin on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop with 
DJ Gatto, DJ Mega Watison 


THE ROOST Fridays All Request 
Dance Party: with DJ Jazzy with 
Totating shows every week: $4 
(memberl/$6 (non-member) 





ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: 
Salsa-merenque-bachata-house- 
feggeaton-urban-old school with DJ 
Spice 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Top 40 request with a mix of retro 
and disco; 7pm-12midnight 
STOLLU'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
DJ Tysin 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests; 1- 
Tam 


URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays 











WUNDERBAR Fridays with the 
Pony Girls, OJ Avindar and py 
Toma; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays 


AFRICA CENTRE Souljah Fyah 
(reggae); fundraiser; $25 (stu. 
dent}/$35 (adv)/$40 (door) inc! 
fer and silent auction 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hai; 0; 
the Dog; Pemell Reichart and th: 
Hard Drinkers; no caver acoustic 
every Sat afternoon 4-Bpm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Wid 
$45 (dinner show)/$20 (door) 


BONNIE DOON COMMUNITY 
HALL Linden Green, Red Deer 
Dark Swan; 7pm (door), 8pm; $1 
(adv) at Myhre’s, Blackbyrd, $15 
(door) 


THE CARROT Ina Dykstra and 
Nancy Piano Duet 


CASINO EDMONTON Party of 
Four (pop/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Crust 
(pop/rock) 


CASTLE ROCK Carmen open stag 
all day and night 


DINWOODIE LOUNGE Chim: 
Kataklysm, Terror, Divine Here: 
ages event; 7pm (door); $24 at 
Unionevents.com, TicketMaster 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, FS Snow 
and Skate (WEM) 


THE DOCKS Saturday Night Li 
EDDIE SHORTS Zero-One=! 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Lifehouse; no minors; 8pm; $27.50 
at TicketMaster 


FESTIVAL PLACE A\i Neil Al! 
Night: Kit Johnson and Ste 
(Neil Young tribute); 7:30pm, 
$32 at Festival Place box office 


FLUIBS BAR-DRAYTON VALLEY 
Brian Gregg and Patsy Amico Bai 
9:30pm 


FOUR ROOMS Marco Claveria 
Quartet, 9pm; $5 


FREEMASONS’ HALL OF 
EDMONTON Celtara (acoustic 
Celtic/world, CD release conce 
8pm; $15 at TIX on the Square 
Blackbyrd; $18 (door) 


HULBERT'S Harpe Jazz featuring 
Terry McDade on Concert Harp, Dar 
Skakun (drums), Don Bradshaw 
(bass); 8-10pm; $7 (door) 


THE IVORY CLUB Live dueling 
pianos, no cover, Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 
jam, 3-7:30pm; country/rock band 
Spm-2sm 


JEFFREY'S CAFE Jamie Calan and 
Redemption (country rock); $10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm; no cover 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Pau! 
Brandt, Jason Blaine; 6:30pm 
{door), 7:30pm (show); $42.50 and 
$32.50 at TicketMaster 


KINGSWAY HANGAR Roller 
Derby Wild Rose Challenge: Twin 
Fangs, Hot Panda 


LB'S PUB Slowbum (blues/rock’, 
9:30pm-1:30am_ 

MEAD HALL Rallycar, Radio For 
Help, Perfect Blue, Flatlined, 
Toybox; All Ages W/ Licensed Area, 
7pm {door); $10 

ON THE ROCKS Bad Judgement 
with DJ Crazy Dave 

OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PUB Open stage Saturday hosted 
by Jenny Joy; 9pm 

PAWN SHOP My Quiet Earth, 
Merciana 

(QUEEN ALEXANDRA COMMU- 
WITY HALL Northam Lights Folk 
Club; The Presenters; $18 at TIX on 
the Square, Acoustic Music, 
Myhre’s Music 




















finity 


Pi 









RENDEZVOUS PUB Enduring the 
Fall, Keep 6, The Defamators 








UNITED CHURCH CHICKAdivas (a 
cappelial, Bpm; $15 at TIX on the 
Square/free for kids under 12, door 


STARLITE ROOM Wish, Future 
fchoes, guests) Spm; $10 (door) 


VEDIC CENTRE Jose Chameleone 
(Ugandan folk music, central African 
rumba, zouk and ragga); 7pm; $30 
{advi/S40 (door) at Ebony and Ivory, 
TWX on the Square 


VELVET UNDERGROUND A 
Norther Chorus, Team Building: 
fipm (door); 8pm; $10 (door) 


WILD WEST Tracy Millar 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Chick Corea 
and the Freedom Band featuring 
Airto Moreira, Hubert Laws, Eddie 
Gomez; Bpm; $54-$59 at Winspear 
box office, TicketMaster 


XTREME ZONE ROLLER RINK The 
Sk8mare Before Xmas: Chunk, 
Hollywood Assassyn, Benders; 
20pm; $20 (door)/$15 (adv) 


YARDBIAD SUITE Don Berner 


Quintet, $10 (member)/$14 (quest) 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL World 
Musie Sampler; 8pm; free 
McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Chanticleer Ariose Women's Choir, 
Spm, $13 {adv adult)/$10 (adv stu- 
dent/seniors) at TIX on the Square; 


WHERE THEY ARE 





STEINHAUR 

Plaza, 11116-82 Ave * STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 1 
458-0860 » TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11 
LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 437-7699 * VELVET U 
451-5506 * WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 
ZONE ROLLER RINK 1420-112 St» ¥ 
112, 205 Caregie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0295 





$15 (door adult}/$12 (student/senior) 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ 
Soundwave 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Stiletto 
Saturday: 80s and “90s with DJ 
Duncan 

BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
‘two levels alt rock/electro/trash; 
Main Floor: The Menace Sessions 
‘with Miss Mannered 

BUDDY'S Undie night for men only, 
free poo! and tourney, DJ 
Avrowchaser 

DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare '60s 
and ‘70s progressive rock, disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joe! Reboh. 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip 
hop, house, mash up 


FEVER Saturday night Fever: with 
DJ Jonnie Spinns and Toni Sanchez 


FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone 
Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen B and 
DJ Kwake 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 

GINGUR SKY Soulout Saturdays: 
Sanchez after party 

HALO Halo Saturdays: house with 
Junior Brown, Luke Morrison, and 





Nestor Delano 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturday: 
DJ Groovy Cuvy and quests 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Saturdays real alternative, classics, 
punk with DJ Nazz Nomad; no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturday 
Sucks; electro, industrial, alt and 
indy, electro, rock with DJs Nik 
Rofeelya and Blue Jay (Mod Club); 
$5 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE Suggestive Saturdays: 
breaks electro house with PI resi- 
dents 


RED STAR Saturdays indie rock, hip 
hop, and electro with DU Hot Philly 
and quests 


THE ROOST Saturdays—Always like 
New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (Retro) 
downstairs and DJ Jazzy (New 
Music) upstairs; $4 (member)/$6 
(non-member) 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKAT- 
ING DISCO Sportsworld Inline and 
Roller Skating Disco: Top 40 request 
with a mix of retro and disco; 1-Spm 
and 7pm-12 midnight 


STOLL'S ON WHYTE Top 40, R&B. 


house with People’s DJ 


TEMPLE (BACK OF STARLITE 
ROOM) Oh Snap, Residents Degree, 
All Out DJs and More; $3 (Temple 
membership\/$5 (without, will get 





PREVUE / FRI, NOV 23 (9 PM) / 1D / EDDIE SHORTS, $10 As far as I'm concerned, you have to take notice of a scuze-bag white boy 


apper who samples Supertramp and Homer Simpson while giving shout outs to comic book stores. And ! mean scuzz-bag | 

know, like those guys from FUBAR. Anyway, iD sounds like a prairie version of Buck 65—it's hip hop re aa An Tete 
thetic on his new EP Watch the Real Die is a lot more experimental and has kind of a lazy-folk vibe to it. And it has a lot of DIY punk 
attitude in both the music and in the production which, with a few exceptions, iD handled all by himself. Did a bang up job too. One 
thing, though, is that at 11 tracks, this is certainly closer to an LP than an EP. but who's counting? Well, | quess | did, but who cares 
What's important is that this fine EP will be dropping on Nov 23 at Eddie Shorts, which is quickly becoming a go-to place for live music 
in this city. Despite the admitted raw-ness of the disc, there is a clear glimmer here that iD will be able to propel himself right into 
the mix of the small hip-hop scene we've got going on here in Champ City based on his talent and imagination. And the cover charge 
gets you a copy of the CD! —BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

















you a Temple Membership) 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Anthem: 
hard NRG/trance/funky with Jeff 
Hillis, DTDR, Big Daddy, STX. Tweek; 
Tam-8am 


WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and 
local bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Release Saturdays 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE String Beans 
Quartet (brunch) 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
Sunday jam; 7pm 

DUSTER’S PUB Sunday open stage 
hosted by the Mary Thomas Band 


EDDIE SHORTS Every Sunday open 
stage with Rob Taylor, 4-8pm 
HULBEAT'S Sunday Night Mic 
hosted by Rhea March; 7pm 
JAMMERS PUB Sunday open 
blues jam; 4-Bpm 

MYER HOROWMT2 THEATRE 


Cantata Santa Maria of Iquique: 
Amigas Latin-American Women's 








Society; pm; $15 at TIX on the 
Square. 


NEWCASTLE PUB Live Sunday jam 
hosted by Wily and Dave; 2:30pm 


O'BYANE’S Joe Bird's Irie Jam 
‘open stage for all; 9:30pm, no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Souljah Fyah 
Sundays with OJ Dudeman. 


OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor; 8-11pm. 


OVERDRIVE Anything Goes 
acoustic jam every Sunday aftemoon. 
with the Shufflehound; 1:30-5pm. 


ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage 
featuring the Digs/Mike McDonald 
alternate weeks, 9-12 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Music at 
Convocation Hall: Beethoven 
Strings: Steve Bryant (violin), Dianne 
New (violin), Sue Jane Bryant 
(Viola), Tanya Prochazka (cello), 

Janat Scott Hoyt (piano); 3pm, pre- 
concert introduction: 2:15pm; $20 
(adult)/$15 {senior/student) at TIX on 
the Square, door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Edmonton 
Youth Orchestra (senior and interme- 
diate), Michael Massey (conductor); 
2pm, $15 (adult)/$10 (senior/stu- 
dent) at TIX on the Square, door, 
Edmonton Youth Orchestra 496-7932 








* AFRICA CENTRE 13160-127 St * ATLANTICTRAP AND GILL 7704- 
| » BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * 


* THE 


Jasper Ave, 990-003’ 
upstairs, 436-4418 * THE BANK UL} 
7777 * BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Contin 
10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 
Street, St. Albert, 418-633: 
439-3981 * BONNIE DOON COMMUNITY HALL 9: 
11725B Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * CAFE LEVA 110 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St, 424-946; 
CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St. Albert Rd» CAFE 
4000 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millboume Rd, We: 
Building, University of Alberta, 492-060 

DOCKS PUB Londonderry Mall, 476-DOC! 
118 Ave, 474-5554 * EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St, 453-3663 * EDMO! 
489-SHOW ¢ EMPIRE BALLROOM WEM Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 


* THE BLACKSPOT 15120A 


53-86 Ave © 


1 * CROWN AND ANCH: 


+104 St, 4324611 * AXIS CAFE 10349 
BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324A-82 Ave, 
TRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 504- 
ental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Stony Plain Rd, 481-7768 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne 

2 © BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ONWHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 
240-93 St * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 » BUDDY'S 
CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll Rd, 463-9467 * 
7 © CASTLE ROCK 470 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert, 458-5571 * 
LEVA 1053-86 Ave * CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 643- 
st, 462-6565 * CONVOCATION HALL Ars 

IOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 


K ® DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 * DUSTER’S PUB 6402- 


INTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phass Ill, 
486-9494 * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus 


Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 449-3378 » FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 961-3117 * FID- 


DLER’S ROOST 8905-99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-15! 
429-0700 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 10: 
SONS’ HALL OF EDMONTON 10318-100 Ave * 
10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 * GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 48 
INTRE 10450-116 St * HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 45; 
1948-127 Ave, 451-8779 * J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-1 
LIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 
Fae ae dds MeDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 1002 
* LEGENI 2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 « Mi 

Be Ste HGURAIETA'S BAR AN H THEATRE 8900 114 St, U of A Campus * NEWCASTLE 
© O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 414-6766 * OLD TIMERS’ CABIN 9430-99 St» ON 
[APROOM South Whiterud 

* PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT 
‘ALEXANDRA COMMUNITY HALL 10425 University Ave * RED 
CHURCH 9624-74 Ave * RIVERSIDE 


DHA (Whyte Ave) 


St, 476-3388 » WINSPEAR CENTRE 
10028-102 St. 994-3256, www-yafterhours.com * 
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PREVUE / FRI, NOV 23 (9 PM) / RADIO FOR HELP / PAWN SHOP.$B The wait is over for Radio For Hel 
fans as the band's anticipated first full length new album Hereafter will be dropped this Friday at Pawn Shoy, 
The band, which likens its sound to Taking Back Sunday, Senses Fail and Saosin, is especially excited abo, 
its new disc as this is the band's first full length after having previously released a self titled EP back in 2005 
That EP was well received in the Canadian music scene, allowing the band to tour across the country and 
even play a few Warped Tour dates, and the band is hoping that even better things will come out of this ney, 
release. So if you're a fan of aggressive guitars and melodic and emotive vocals, or if you're a ham radi 
operator who has been stuck in his shed for days trying to get someone, anyone, to listen to him, you mighit 
as well check out the upcoming Radio For Help show. | should warn you, though, that there probably won't 
be very many tips for ham radio operators who are in trouble. And if you are any and all of these things, but | 
you aren't over 18 (and don't have a passable fake ID yet) then you're in luck because Radio For Help will also 
be playing an all ages bash the next night, Nov 24, at Mead Hall on 109th Ave and 166A St. Tickets for that 
show are $10, —BAYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 














FILTHY McNASTY’S Metal 10pm O'BYANE’S Chris Wynters and 
DJS Mondays: with DJ S.W.A.G. GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: guests; 9:20pm; no cover 
ae ——— FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer Reggae music with Bomb Squad, PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL Q.B., Chrome Nine; no cover HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre 
Industry Night: with Atomic Improv, NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE sented by the Northern 8! 


Jameoki and DJ Tim 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Got To 
Give It Up Sunday Afternoons: Main 
Floor: Funk, soul, Motown, disco with 
DJ Red Dawn 

BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro; 10pm-2:30am; 
guest DJs inquire at 
kelly@michetti.com 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip hop, 
house, mash up 

O'BYRNE’S DJ Finnegan; Spm 
(door); $20 (basic}/$30 (premium); 
available by phone at 414 6766 


OVERTIME BROILER Sunday 
Industry Night: Requests with DJ Ba 
URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays: with DJs InVinceable and 
Macea 

URBAN LOUNGE Sunday Night 
Live: hosted by DA Choelit Elviz, DJ 
Sweetz Spm; the best of Urban’s live 
entertainment 10pm 
WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Gallatea 
and XS, quests; no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondays: 
music and comedy; 8pm 

LB'S PUB Open Stage with Shaved 
Posse hosted by Ken, Fred, Gordie 
and Matt; 9-12:30 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 
SECOND CUP-MEADOWLARK Bil! 
Werthmann: 


TAPHOUSE Monday Live 


DJS 





Munch on Metal Mondays; ‘80s 
metal with DJ Sammi Kerr; no 
minors; no cover 


O'BYANE'S Best local musical tal- 
ent with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACKSPOT CAFE Open 
Chesterfield Stage: hosted by Liam 
Tremble; 8pm 


CASTLE ROCK Moosehead jam 
DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Hedley, Pride Tiger 


LEGENDS PUB Tuesday Open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 


O'BYANES Celtic Jam: with 
Shannon Johnson and friends; 





RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental 
Indie Rock, Hip Hop, Electro with DJ 
Hot Philly 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 
‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 
40 request with a mix of retro and 
disco; 7pm-12 midnight 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Tuesday 
Night Shakedowns: with DJ Genenc 
(hipster twister) and quests; 8pm 
(door); no cover 

'WUNDERBAR Sweet Brit and Punk 
with Phillip and Bogner 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Just So; 7:30pm 


PREVUE / THU, NOV 29 (6 PM) / CALICO DRIVE / EDMONTON 
EVENTS CENTRE, $15 
It’s Calico Drive’s last show ... Can somebody get me a glass of water? 
All this crying is dehydrating me. 


9:30pm. 


OLD TIMERS' CABIN Matt Walker 
and friends (CD release); 7:30pm, 





i BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: fies 
3 Service Industry Night; no minors; YARDBIAD SUITE Jam session 
& ® Spm-2am every Tuesday: Bob Tildesley; 8:30pm 
A. BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main (door), 9pm (show); $3 
© & iA 616 ® © S,¢ Floor: Eclectic Nonsense with 
> as S # Confederacy of Dunces, Dad Rock, TJ DUS 
Hookah and Rear Admiral Saund: SE 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CENTURY CASINO Tes cg, | | SUDDY'S Fred pool ancora 
BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy ‘Arrowehaser 
SHOWS DOORS AT SPM Progessve ond TipHog am | ESMERALDAS Top 40, coun 
@ ¥ , f 
A aad 2:30am; interested guest DJs inquire A&B with DJ Foreplay, OJ Jimmy 
at kelly@michetti.com; karaoke with 
Mi FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) Latin 
| 1033 FORT | 645.4000 eae spice 293 and Salsa music, dance lessons 8- 
G = 
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BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays 

CASTLE ROCK Acoustic night open 
stage 

CENTURY CASINO fo Bell featur- 
ing Nathan Brown; $10 at Century 
Casino 6 


EDDIE SHORTS Wednesday blues 
jam with Brian Petch (guitar) 
FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower 
open stage; 7:30pm (door); $2 


HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Kenny: 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 





Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


STARLITE ROOM Boot Camp (iil 
(Buchshot of Blackmoon, Sean Pri 
Smif N Wessun, Heltah S| ) 
guests; no minors; 10pm (show), $25 
(adv) at Homegrown Soulshack 
Soular, Method, Megatunes, Juice 
Clothing 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Open mic 
(acoustic) every Wed; (last Wed 
month spoken word) 

URBAN LOUNGE Fenix Foundatic 


WILD WEST Colleen Rae 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smoov 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Wednesday 
Nights: with DJ Harley 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Giitt: 
Gulch Wednesdays: roots music wit 
DJ Buster Friendly; no cover, live 
music once a month; Wooftop 
RetroActive Radio with LL Coa! Joe 
alternative "60s and ‘90s, post punk 
new wave, garage, Brit, mod, ro 
and roll 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Sexay 
Sean 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays: with DJ Jonnie Spin 
and Toni Sanchez 


FLUID LOUNGE Wednesdays Rock 
This 


THE FOX Wind-up Wednesdays: 
A&B, hiphop, reggae, old skool, rea 
gaeton with InVinceable, Touch 't 
weekly guest Dus 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B with 
DJ Spincycle 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Foc 
Out With Your Box Out Wednesday 
Night: no minors; no cover 

NIK DIAMOND'S Punk and ‘80s 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Guest DJs every 
Wednesday 

‘STANDARD Wednesday Gone Wi! 
Feat: with DJ Nestor Delano 
STOLU'S Wild Cherry: 
House/garage with Tripswitch, 
Rezidnt Funk, fusion with Steve 
Velocity 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic 
Every Wednesday with the JBOTS: 
indie mod rock dance party; 8pm 
{door} 

WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 
new DJ; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wednesday 











named Niz on guitars, Adam Mancini 
on drums and Matt Rhode on bass— 
happy to be here, privileged to 
their message to the masses. 
“\t's extremely gratifying and 
rewarding to write music like this in 
this day and age—the response to our 
songs is almost instant with MySpace 
and the internet and stuff like that,” 
Hetherington says. “The songs come 
from experiences and struggles I’ve 
had in my life, so they’re kind of 
medicinal, and to get feedback on it 
that it has helped other people is the 
most rewarding thing I've ever felt.” 
Indeed, much of what Art of Dying’s 
songs are about is the innate human 
ability to go through tough times and to 
survive. Hetherington’s deeply seated 
optimism about the world probably 
started, he says, with his parents. 
“Both of my parents are United 
Church ministers,” he says. “I think it 
came naturally in my upbringing to 
have a positive perspective on life. A 
lot of people have asked us if we're a 
Christian band because of our mes- 


THU, NOV 25 (0 PM) 


Ld 

= 

= | ART OF DYING 
coe | WITNLIVEON ARRIVAL PORTAL 
CL | STARLITEROOM, $13 


sage, but we're not—definitely not. 
But we are definitely all about hope.” 


THE BAND KEEPS in close contact with 
its fans through sites like MySpace 
and Facebook, and while Art of Dying 
seems to have embraced the commu- 
nicative power of the internet more so 
than most bands, Hetherington says 








that such a relationship was never an 
objective. 

“We just put our songs on MySpace 
and then we made damn sure that we 
answered everyone who wrote us,” he 
says before explaining that answering 
everyone who writes them is becoming 
increasingly difficult for the band. “It’s 
extremely hard as we get busier and 
busier—you kind of have to set aside 
the time. I ask myself all the time, 
‘Should I write a song for an hour or 
answer some mail?’ Lately I've had to 
force myself to write songs because 
answering people is so rewarding.” v 
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Jo hnson stars as Neil Young f 


ly, including myself, 

career in the music 

that doesn’t involve 

us are intending to 

y sort of a career. That 

. get a total gas out of doing 
'we do it a few times a year.” 

ry musician Kit Johnson is 

bout the All Neil, All Night 

formance of nothing but 

material—that he’s head- 

onton to perform along 

is and fellow musicians 

1e0, Tim Leacock, Ross Wat- 

n and Trina Nestibo. 

“We all were playing a lot at a club 
called Merlot about three or four 
years ago and we started off doing 
these tribute nights,” Johnson recalls 
about the origins of the All Neil gig. 
owe started off with something that 
we still do called Hankover, which is 
on the anniversary of Hank Williams's 
death, which is January 1, we all got 
together with a lot of different singers 
_. and sang Hank Williams songs, and 
then we did a series of tribute nights 
and after we'd done about three or 
four we got around to doing a Neil 
Young ... and it’s just started growing 
from there.” 


THE NIGHT HAS BEEN growing for 
three and a half years now, but that’s 
not really that surprising when one 
considers that Young himself has 
steadfastly remained a popular and 


—} SAT, NOV 29 (7:30 PM) 

ree WITH KT JOR STEE PINEO TIM LEACOCK, 
| AOSSWATSON, TRINA NESTIBO 

FESTIVAL PLACE, $28 -$32 


influential songwriter since striking 
out from his Canadian home way 
back in the ‘60s. 

“People say, ‘What is it about the 
music that is so appealing to peo- 
ple?’ and you know, I can’t really 
figure it out,” Johnson admits. “Is it 


gers 


“INTENSIVES- 
ey “SWILL CITY LOCALS: 
BALLS OUT FACE FIRST-FREEBOOTER 


SKAM * mi BASTARD 


DOORS Spm - NO MINDAS 


CeDC ath 


IN THE LOUNGE 


Full Table Service 


4 Bi Alberta's Funniest Comedians 


the lyrics? Well, he’s certainly got 
great lyrics—they're a little tough to 
pin down sometimes, and some- 
times not so much. Is it the music— 
is it the simplicity of the music? | 
mean that’s certainly one thing 
about the Crazy Horse sound, or 
even listening to Harvest—how the 
drums are just so minimal but so 
appealing somehow. But anyway, 
I’ve never been able to put my fin- 


ger on it. I just know that I like it 4 


and apparently so do a whole 
bunch of other people.” vw 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 28TH 
REXALL PLACE : 


«» EDMONTON, AB 


My 


| 
WITH SPECIAL GUESTS | 
| 


TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10:00 AM 


| 
TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT | 
LIVENATION.COM AND | 
TICKETMASTER.CA, BY PHONE AT | 
(780) 451-8000, AND AT ALL 
TICKETMASTER LOCATIONS. | 


GENERAL ADMISSION FLOOR 
RESERVED STANDS 


PRESENTED BY LIVE NATION, 
MUCHMUSIC, AND EDMONTON SUN 
WWW.LIVENATION.COM 
WWW.MUCHMUSIC.COM 
WWW.EDMONTONSUN.COM 





THE NEW ALBUM 
ECHOES, SILENCE, PATIENCE & GRACE 
IN STORES NOW - FOOFIGHTERS.COM 


LYve nation 




















58 NOV 22 ~NOW28, 2007 MUSIC 


Sick as a dog—that's Chimaira’s story 


WIXODYM / carolyn @vueweokly.com 
Us a bit of a paradox that comedi- 
n be some of the unhappiest 
alive. And on the flip side, 
writers who gravitate towards the sick- 
est topics can be some of the happiest 
and most well-adjusted people. Listen 
to an interview with Fight Club writer 
chuck Palahniuk if you don’t agree. 
when you hear Chimaira’s latest 
record, Resurrection, it simply seethes— 
and not just sonically. Lead singer Mark 
_ Hunter's lyrics wallow in some of the 
darkest pools of the human condition— 
from incest to self-hatred. Yet Hunter 
doesn’t consider himself, on the whole, 
an unhappy person. 

“when I go to write, | really have to 
put myself in those places again, and 
a lot of times I don't really like to go 
there,” Hunter says. “Or I'll even be 
forcing myself mentally not to go 
there, you know. So it’s kind of a bat- 
tie to get there and then once I’m 
there, I’m like, ‘Oh no, here we go. 
Now I gotta spew it all out!’ 

“ym glad that I have that outlet to 
get rid of those things,” he continues. 
“you know, it’s funny, because I'm 
always afraid that I’m not going to 
have something for the next album. 
Then, two weeks later, something will 
happen. And so 1’ll shut it down and 
wait until | need to explode again.” 


THE METAL BAND itseir very nearly 


exploded in between the making of its 






JOU 


PRODUCTIONS 


—) SAT, NOV 24 (7 PM) 

= | CHIMAIRA 

ee | WITH KATAKIYSM, TERROR, DIVINE HERESY 

O— | DINWODDIELOUNGE $24 (ALL AGES) 
self-titled third album and the aptly 
titled Resurrection, which came out 
late last winter. 

Between troubles with its label 
Roadrunner Records and difficulties 
the guys had replacing drummer 
Andols Herrick—who has since 
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returned to the lineup—there was a 
time there when a fourth album 
seemed implausible. But the band’s 
six members—rounded out by Rob 
Arnold, Chris Spicuzza, James 
LaMarca and Matt DeVries—decided 
to get back to basics and put together 
a record that some critics are hailing 
as their best, most mature effort yet. 
And as the hard-hitting Resurrection 
gets you with a parade of punches, 
there’s little doubt that the band has 
grown, blending the aggressiveness of 


2003's The Impossibility of Reason and 
the maturity of 2005's Chimaira to 
some epic proportions. The band 
relaxes its throat-hold and finds more 
melody at times, while Hunter discov- 
ers more power—yes, it’s possible!— 
in his voice. He credits three things 
for the change. 

“One: I went to have some vocal 
training with Melissa Cross, who's 
pretty well known now in the 
screaming world, if you will,” he 
explains. (Cross has been a vocal 
coach to many metal singers and 
released her first Zen of Screaming 
DVD in 2006.) “She is very good at 
finding strengths that you really did- 
n't Know that you possessed before 
And then, two, switching producers 
and going with Jason Suecof [Trivi- 
um, Bury Your Dead], who really 
understands vocals. He really pushed 
me like I'd never been pushed before 


and so I think that the combination of 


the two ... And, of course, myself, 
always wanting to improve my craft. I 
think if you throw all that together, 
that’s why that came out that way.” 

And while Hunter admits the cliché 
of a band saying its last album is its 
best, he does quantify that with the 
band has not lost its intensity from 
playing Resurrection tracks live 
repeatedly since March 

The paradox comes full circle—Chi- 
maira is still excited about their sick- 
est album. v 
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RATTLING SABRES TOUR 2008 
with special guests 
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s technology has altered the 
music industry and the capacity 
: mediums has become 


there has been a relatively 
rease in the lengths of many 
ses. There was a time when a dou- 
3 was a big deal, taking up 
sur sides of vinyl. Now, a double 
album onto one CD, so 70 min- 
€ a ridiculously com- 
mon length for releases, often to the 
; nt of the quality of music— 
‘that’s a lot of space to fill with uniform- 
ly great songs. And with the age of dig- 
‘tai distribution and players like iTunes 
apon us, it’s likely only a matter of time 
before some artist has the brilliant idea 
{> release a 17-hour epic rock opera 
into the world. 
But, while some people are pump- 
ing Out songs for the singular reason 
to fill up the available space, Eugene 
Ripper has taken the opposite 
approach with his latest release, Fast 
folk Underground 2.0, putting it out 
there as a four-song EP. 
"For me it seemed like I could get it 
done with four songs,” he admits. "These 
songs just seemed to sit really well 
together and on a creative development 
level it made a lot of sense, and also on 
a practical level of being able to—for me 
al least the recording process and the 
writing process takes a while. I certainly 
would never think that I’m really incred- 
ibly fast at it, so to be able to get it done 
with four songs, and it worked with 
Crackle, the last EP as well.” 
it turns out that Fast Folk and Crackle 
are also companion pieces with 
Ripper’s 2004 full-length The Ballad of 
Black “They're all actually coming from 
the same sort of kernel of production 
and songwriting process,” Ripper 
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In @ time when the music industry is in an 
increasingly unstable position, innovation 
1S important for keeping up with the jone- 
Ses, staying up with not just sonic trends, 
but also with the methods in which new 
music is distributed. The most obvious 
example of this is Radiohead, with the 
band’s groundbreaking pay-what-you- 
want method for its latest album, and 
most recently a live webcast with bootleg 
music videos, surrealist DJ sessions and 
4 Bjork cover, but there are several other 
more recent examples of this shift. 

_ The idea of online networking web- 
Sites like MySpace has been completely 
€a-epted by major corporations, using it 
@8 another means to funnel in more ads 
to unsuspecting youth. But there have 
been some cases of this venue being 
used for slightly nobler self-promotion. 
Jatksonville, Florida band Black Kids 
‘Merely played a couple shows and put 
Out its Wizard Of Ahhhs! EP for free 
‘Online (blackkidsmusic.com), possibly fig- 
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explains. “They all exist on their own, 
but they’re companion pieces too. 
They're kind of like chapters of a story, 
and from the artist point of view it's 
also nice to be able to distribute some 
music that has a really quick beginning, 








middle and an end. Because | don't 
think there's any point in making an 
album just for the sake of putting eight 
or 10 songs on there and saying, ‘Hey, 
it’s an album.’ I think you've got to go a 
little deeper than that.” 


BEYOND THE UNIQUE thematic work that 


Ripper created with the trilogy, the 
musician is trying something new out 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 67 


of mass distribution 


uring that people wouldn't take the jump 
and buy a record from a relative 
unknown. Soon enough, Pitchfork picked 
up on it, gave the group a positive review 
and now Black Kids has some gigs in Lon- 
don, props from NME and major notoriety, 
all from a free EP. The website allows 
them to keep track of the demographics 
of people downloading the EP, which 
helps them gain perspective of their bur- 
geoning audience. 

Celebrated poet and vocalist Saul 
Williams, with the help of producer 
Trent Reznor, has self-released his 
album The Inevitable Rise and Libera- 
tion Of Niggy Tardust! online only (nig- 
gytardust.com) with a slight twist on 
the Radiohead formula. Instead of being 
saddled with only 160 kbps files like /n 
Rainbows is, you can choose to get the 
album for free at 192 kbps or pay $5 to 
benefit the artist directly and choose 
between nerdier options like 320 kbps 
or lossless FLAC files. 


THERE ARE ALSO more conventional 
methods being presented through the 
online medium. Harlem, NY-based thug 
rapper Cam'ron made a statement on 
YouTube that this past summer would be 


a hot one in particular, but nothing came 
of it. He was previously embroiled in a 
beef with rap powerhouse 50 Cent, but 
after releasing a diss record online, 
Cam'ron had been relatively quiet in actu- 
ally producing music and the court of pub- 
lic opinion took him to task for this. Cam 
has opted to respond to this criticism by 
releasing a mixtape called Public Enemy 
#1 on his MySpace (myspace.com/killa- 
camspace) and having people personally 
handing them out on the streets of 
Harlem on November 8. It's distribution at 
both its most basic (hand-to-hand) and 
most sophisticated (online). 

So we have cases of established and 
non-established bands giving out their 
albums through different methods of dis- 
tribution for different reasons. Ultimately, 
major labels are losing time and need to 
alter their release model to maintain 
some kind of vital pulse. Why should a 
band like Black Kids even sign a record 
deal if it can already get press and 
reviews from blogs and major magazines, 
offers for live shows across the world and 
a management deal with the same com- 
pany that manages the Arcade Fire and 
Bjork? The game is changing and major 
labels aren't even on the board yet. w 
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Behold Spreepark, the best German. 
abandoned-amusement-park- — 
orchestral-dance-pop band ever! 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
rint the legend, they say, so 
here it is: Spreepark was the 


biggest band in East Germany 


~ in 1984, the year ominously pinpoint- 


ed by George Orwell as the pinnacle 
of an era of fascist thought police. 
East Berliners had come close—one in 
seven people had been Stasi inform- 
ants at the height of state power—but 
the winds of change were blowing, 
thawing the Cold War. 

The four core members of 
Spreepark—three boys and a girl, so 
they wouldn't be compared with gen- 
der-symmetrical decadent capitalists 
ABBA—grew up idealistic in a culture 
of cultivated paranoia, but with a 
deep love for Western pop culture. 
The quartet would hoard delicacies 
like peanut butter to trade on the 
black market for videocassettes and 
records like Ghostbusters and the 
extended version of the Sugarhill 
Gang's “Rapper’s Delight.” 

Entering the Eurovision song con- 
test for the everlasting glory of its 
country (or possibly to defect), 
Spreepark went into the state-spon- 
sored studio to record its debut record 
in two days. A mash-up of Teutonic 
electro, epic orchestral swells, French 
sleaze-rock, American television jin- 
gles and spooky kraut-rock, We’re 
Reinventing Music reflected the 
breadth of the musicians’ influences 
and an optimism about perhaps not 


spending the remainder of their youth” 


working in a munitions factory. 

They performed “Spreepark Jetz 
(030-533-350)” brilliantly in Luxem- 
bourg at the Eurovision, with all judges 
awarding them top score. But when it 
came time to receive the award, they 
had vanished, along with the master 
copy of We're Reinventing Music. 

No one saw the group for 23 years, 
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until recently, when the lost classic 
was featured in a VW ad. The quartet 
resurfaced with a double album con- 
sisting of its long lost debut and a 
freshly created new disc, Gaysian 
Invasion, which picks up where the 
first record left off and pushes it to 
extremes, weaving baroque fugues 
with backporch singalong blues with 
bombastic operatic instrumental jug- 
gernauts, funky Detroit disco, and 
pretty-pretty pop. 

That's the legend, a fancy fiction 
Calgarian Spreepark co-founder Mark 
Hamilton toys with lurking behind. 
But it’s too elaborate an obfuscation 
to pick up all the needed accou- 





trements at this late date, oni 
away from the band’s official “comiy 
out party,” as other co-founder \a 
shall Watson terms the even; 
Besides, German accents are hell 
master and they've already had p 

in Hamilton’s honretown that already 
reveals the boring truth. 

“I went down to visit a friend in 
Calgary and she introduced me 
Mark,” Watson recalls. He and Hamil 
ton are queer, and their mutual friend 
was hoping they'd hit it off. And th« 
did, just not romantically. “I'm leavin: 
to come back home to Edmonton, an 
Mark says, ‘Well, if were not going to 
run away to Paris and get married, w: 
should start a band.’ 

In early spring almost two year 
ago, Hamilton drove up from Calgary 
with Annalea Sordi, one of his band 
mates in his more serious pop outit 
Woodpigeon, to Eric Cheng’s nifty |i'- 


The Central Scrutinizer is back 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
lenty of people know something 
Pe Frank Zappa, the guitar- 
playing composer who passed 
away from prostate cancer in 1993 at 
the age of 52. Maybe they recall the 
distinctive moustache that he sported. 
Maybe they chuckle whenever one 
the goofy songs that he wrote—things 
like “Don’t Eat the Yellow Snow” and 
“Frogs With Dirty Little Lips’—comes 
over the radio 
And, while some of Zappa’s fans 
are completists to a dizzying degree, 
the man’s skill as a composer is not 
something that was widely known. 
Sure, there are plenty of guitar players 
out there who can name check 
albums like Shut Up ‘n Play Yer Guitar, 
or songs like “Theme from the 3rd 
Movement of Sinister Footwear,” but 
the general populace is pretty much 
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stuck on Classic rock-staples like 
“Joe’s Garage.” 

Now, that’s not a terrible thing— 
even Zappa's silliest songs tended to 
have something interesting going on 
musically—but the late-musician's 
son, Dweezil Zappa, is hoping to 
change the public perception of his 
father as he heads out for the second 
year running with a group of musi- 
cians under the moniker of Zappa 
Plays Zappa. This is not the first time 
that Dweezil has tackled his dad's 
work—he recorded a version of the 
elder Zappa’s 1970 song “My Guitar 
Wants to Kill Your Mama” for his sec- 


ond solo album back in 1988—but he 
says there are some marked differ 
ences between that approach towards 
the material and the current one 

“That was a whole rearrangemen\ 
in a much more hard rock style, 
Dweezil explains over the phone from 
his hotel in Denver, where he’s head 
ing into the final dates of the group * 
North American tour, finishing righ! 
here in Edmonton before the tour je's 
down under to Australia. “What we 40 
here in this music is, I don’t chang¢ 
the arrangements. I play the exac' 
arrangements that Frank made him 
self ... because the ultimate purpos* 
of this is for people to get into Frank's 
music and his versions of the music. 
not my version of it.” 

Part of Dweezil's impetus to pv! 
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studio (Cheng is a fix- 


de Edmonton 
sade = city’s music scene and 
jabelhead ela City Records). 
mil Beas “I'd never met 
had never met Marshall 
or Eric 1 barely knew Marshall. We 


were recording 20 minutes later.” 
apsou TRUTH HERE: “Spreepark is 


ed amusement part in 

we met, we found out 
enya of the other things we have 
jn common—liking boys and music and 
; writing—Mark and I both broke 
gato it within months of each other,” 
‘watson states. “The numbers we sing 
jn the first song? We needed a chorus, 
and 1 googled Spreepark and found 
sheir old phone number!” 

There was a grain of truth in the 
original Spreepark legend—the 
names and descriptions of the dou- 
bie album are accurate and com- 
pletely valid, and the overarching 
scenario also serves as a 
chiaroscuro of the Spreepark experi- 
ence—the band is to sugar-sweet 
cardigan pop what The Go! Team is 
to skitter-beat urban cheers. And the 
part about making the albums in a 
couple days is also true—they were 
each written and recorded over a 
weekend, one tear apart. 

We're Reinventing Music really does 
sound like a John Hughes teen movie 
soundtrack made behind the Iron Cur- 
tain, and Gaysian Invasion is just 
beyond the reach of all descriptors—a 
winsome, crazy-pants freakout of 
styles, fresh and impish. 

And yes, Spreepark actually is as 
eccentric as they are eclectic: the dou- 
ble CD is being released for free, 
available for download in its totality 
on the band’s website. At the CD 
release show, they are selling lavish 
cover art—bird-headed folk from 
Europe's gilded age—and two blank 
dises, labeled with the album names, 
ready to receive the downloads. 

Once you unleash such a madcap 
entity, anything could happen. Hamilton 
is simultaneously fretful and optimistic 
about the future of Spreepark. “It’s out 
there now—and that’s awesome— 
whether I'm ready for it or not.” w 
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CHRISTINE FELLOWS 
SIX SHOOTER 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@yueweekly.com 
Itgbrave to ally yourself with poets. 
We've gotten to the point where plen- 
ty of musicians shrug off responsibili- 
ty for their lyrics, insisting they're 
afterthoughts to hook, riff, mood. 
Even songwriters who labour at their 
craft rarely cop to being poets—it’s 
almost as if they're afraid that by 
declaring intent, they're held respon- 
sible for meaning. 

For Winnipeg-based songwriter 
Christine Fellows to build much of her 
fourth album around any poet would 
be remarkable, but to adopt Marianne 
Moore as a muse sets her on a path of 
ugcompromising honesty and obser- 
eee It also is a shot over the bow, 
an announcement that both craft and 
conceit are welcome here. Unob- 
servers, beware 

The American poetess Moore was 
an airy eccentric—a spinster who rev- 
eled in baseball fandom, central to a 
group of literary types tossing off the 
shackles of the Victorian era, like Ezra 
Pound and TS Eliot, who adored her. 
She wasn't a firebrand like contempo- 
rary Edna St Vincent Millay (writing in 
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a different tradition), or emotionally 
pitched like younger poet Sylvia Plath. 
Moore was clearheaded, disciplined, 
astute and sometimes bracingly direct, 
travelling directly to the core of what 
quiet nuance was lurking beneath a 
belief. She was complex and daring 
without the theatrical wreckage those 
adjectives usually convey. 

Nevertheless-—Fellows lifted her 
album title directly from a Moore 
poem—is mad and wonderful, a work 
of enigmatic magnificence and 
ghosts, richly textured and untethered 
to genre or era. Drawing from 
Moore's life and work, springboarding 
off her posits and tropes, Fellows’ 
record functions almost like a book of 
short stories, elliptically related but 
not dependent on each other, charac- 
ter studies wed to observance. Other 
inspirations supplement Moore—love- 
addled pigeons, the Greek spinster 
goddess Athena (war, arts and craft 
are her domain), clutter-lover and 
crush-hoarding shadow box artist 
Joseph Cornell, and in a nod to Cana- 
dian content, Timothy Findley’s book 
Not Wanted on the Voyage. 

Like Moore, she never loses sight of 
her craft, and no matter what her 
explorations Fellows ultimately serves 
the song. This was true in her previ- 
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ous record, 2005's terrific Paper 
Anniversary, also project-based, dis- 
secting the ebb and flow of a relation- 
ship that felt like one you'd actually 
have instead of Shakespearean or 
sordid. (Her ornithological obsessions 
evident in Anniversary are also in Nev- 
ertheless—one easily pictures Fellows 
walking through Winnipeg with spar- 
rows, ground owls, robins and other 
birds that populate her lyrics trailing 
along after her, like some indie-librar- 
ian version of Snow White.) 

Fellows deepens her musical palette 
for Nevertheless. Always startling in con- 
struction and difficult to describe—she 
has a penchant for seeming vaguely 
old-timey, but dislocated from time, 
too—the record feels like going through 
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an old house, room by room, stuffed 
with privately precious objects. Ukelele 
and piano provide her base, along with 
her sing-song, bell-clear voice, and she 
conjures a dreamy orchestra of strings, 
glockenspiel, bass, banjo, found sounds 
and other voices (like the Weakerthans’ 
John K Samson) at will. Fellows dis- 
pelled her earlier hesitancy and is sure- 
footed in sudden shifts of tone and 
tempo, comfortable with her aesthetic 
bridging classical and modern elements 
and invoking aspects of folk and pop 
without being recognizably either (she 
describes her own music, not unbe- 
comingly, as ‘minimalist/showtunes’ on 
her MySpace page). 

Fellows could be pegged as a Cana- 
dian twist on musical “auteur” ladies 
like Kate Bush or Lisa Germano, more 
like unconventional storytellers than 
straight-ahead music types. Neverthe- 
less is an impeccable classic of a 
canon all her own. 


PEARL ADAY 
PEARL 
ITUNES 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

Pearl Aday—Meatloaf's daughter— 
sings “I'm a rock child” over and over 
on the opening track of her new EP. 
It’s serviceable, but uninspired, with 
AC/DC-like riffing and soloing. The 
next track, “Check Out Charlie,” takes 
a heavier approach, with pounding 
guitars, while the “Mama” and “Worth 
Defending” are a little more southern 
rock. Aday has a nice rock ‘n’ roll rasp 
to her voice, but she could stand to 
spend some more time woodeshed- 
ding with her band and working up 
songs that will do it some justice. 


DAMIEN DEMPSEY 
q tee OR BARBADOS 


JEREMY DERKSEN / jeremy@vueweekly.com 

It's almost as if Damien Dempsey has 
a split personality disorder. On some 
tracks, the lyrics are captivating. 
“Serious” chronicles a personal battle 
against addiction from a scrappy 
street kid’s perspective, and the title 
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track tackles the historic abuse of ;}, 
Irish at the hands of Cromwell. Bui .,, 
other songs, the lyrics are mundan, 
or, even worse, flowery. The music | 
similarly inconsistent. Dempsey ¢), 
compose a beautiful acoustic melo, 
but some stand out while others «.. 
lost in production. His Irish-tino.,, 
reggae on “Your Pretty Smile” a), 
“Teachers” works, as does the e|< 
tronica-flavoured “The City,” but to, 
often jangly acoustic guitar or voc.) 
drones muddle the sound. There ; 
potential here, but it needs matur), 
and a guiding hand. 


THE BLACK & WHITE ALBUM 
THE HIVES 
UNIVERSAL 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

1 don’t even think the members o} |); 
Hives have changed their suits sin 
Veni Vidi Vicious had people lumpin 
-the group in with the Rock Saviours 
movement of Aught Aught, so it’s ; 
surprise that The Black & White Album 
sounds like, uh, the Hives. Not tha 
the pumped-up garage rock is bad 
per se, it would just be nice if the 
band would give us something ne\, 
and interesting so that we didn’ 
always have to bring up the tenuou 
connection to the Strokes, Vines and 
White Stripes. The Swedish fivesom« 
probably has an Exile on Main Stree! 
or at least a Some Girls—in them 
somewhere, but for now they’re ju: 
treading water with fuzzy guitars 
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JEREMY DERKSEN / jeremy@vueweekly.com 

Hugh Masekela forged his signature 
sound during South Africa’s decades 
long struggle against apartheid, som« 
where between the traditional 
harmonies of Ladysmith Black Mam 
bazo and the muscular funk of Fela 
Kuti (who inspired the Antibalas 
sound). Afrobeat, jazz, pop and politic: 
all wind through the album. Trademar! 
horns, percussive guitars, organs and 
tribal drums lay the foundation for the 
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e; athe latest from 
producer/musician extraordinaire 
james Rutledge (aka Pedro), is a 
) gumbo. There's music 
here, no doubt, but it's chopped up 
and tossed together and laced with 
‘Spices and floating around in 
a broth of white noise. At times it 
sounds like a work of purest genius, 
but You, Me & Everyone can also feel 
loose, incoherent and pretentious. 
This innovative record admirably 
challenges its listeners to rethink 
what music can be, but that doesn't 
make it enjoyable to listen to. You, Me 
& Everyone is a difficult album, but the 
patient and open-minded listener will 
find a lot to enjoy. 


JEREMY DERKSEN / jeramy@vueweekly.com 

Drug addiction, divorce and public dis- 
grace have weathered the once-domi- 
nant Lolita, but being trashy and 
burned out actually works in her favour 
artistically. The songs on Blackout are a 
little darker and more scarred, featur- 
ing heavier bass lines, distorted synth 
and pumping beats that are less Mickey 
Mouse and more club. In the end, 
though, the effect is like being in a 
cheap strip joint; the songs are over- 
produced, the sensuality a little too for- 
mulaic to salvage her flagging fortunes. 
Just like the video, some day she'll be 
singing “Get Naked (I Got a Plan)” 
somewhere off the strip, gyrating in her 
g-string for one-dollar bills. 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

Another week, another local band 
releases an EP. A lot of people 
bemoan the fact that computers and 
increasingly inexpensive technology 
is making it possible for just about 
anyone to release their music, but | 
think it's great that we have such a 
Wealth of sounds to choose from now. 
And Team Captain has done an 
admirable job in making its contribu- 
tion. Filled with guitar and bass lines 
that lock together the way puzzle 
pieces do, Team Captain is the kind of 
thing you can listen to a number of 
times without fully hearing every- 
thing. Sometimes some more weepy 
lements bleed into the songs through 
the vocals and the lyrics, which 
detracts from the whole, but ultimate- 
ly this is a solid piece of work. 


Team Captain is playing at Teddy's on 
Fri, Nov 23. 


Let the voting begin 


=| ENTER SANDOR 
=} | steven@vweweekycom 


See, this is what | get. | slagged off 
award shows a couple of weeks back 
and, here | am again, writing about 
why Edmontonians should go online 
and show their support for local acts 
nominated in, well, another award 
show. 

To be fair, a lut of indie bands would 
probably treasure a Bucky over a Juno. 
For those of you who think of the late 
Captain America’s sidekick when the 
word “Bucky” is mentioned, let me 
help fill you in. The Buckys are present- 
ed by CBC Radio 3; listeners go online 
at radio3.cbe.ca to vote in a number of 
categories, from the serious to the 
tidiculous, such as “Best Song to 
Listen to in the Fetal Position” and 
"Best Song Title.” Simply because the 
Buckys choose to poke fun at back- 
slapping of award shows, they aren't 
on my bad side. 

The Buckys are important enough 
that bands have already contacted me 
through facebook, urging me to vote 
for them. As well, pretty well every 
Nominated band’s MySpace or official 
site that | checked bore announcement 
urging fans to vote. 

Unlike the CASBYs (Canadian 
Artists Selected By You), a people’s- 
choice award sponsored by a Toronto 
radio station, the Buckys are a real rep- 
resentation of what Canada’s grass- 
foots thinks about up-and-coming 
bands. 

So, who should Edmontonians 
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PLAYAZ CIRCLE 
A & DEMAND 


Same old shit! Same beats 
Same rhymes, same photos with the 
Same fake bricks of cash 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
BIG SHINY TUNES 12 
UNIVERSAL 


Shiny indeed from 
Repeated applications 
Of some turd polish! 


KANE 
TUT DRUMMER BOY 


The thin line between 
Genius and irksome cunt 
Just got way thinner 


teen EDGE 

BY MAKIN’ PROJECT 
IMTS 
Ladies, you will need 
An epidural because 
This shit is painful 


now! 


back? The atmospheric? “On! My 
Captain,” from Dustin Cole and the 
Specialest, produced by Lane Arndt of 
AA Sound System fatne, is up for Best 
Song to Listen to in'the Fetal Position. 

The city's hip-hop scene is well-rep- 
resented; Cadence Weapon’s “Sharks” 
is up for Best Video and Politic Live's 
“Block 0 RMX" is up for Best Rap. 

But it's*the Wet Secrets, the pet 
project of Lyle “Whitey Houston” Bell 
and Trevor Anderson, that got the most 
Nominations out of any Edmonton 
band. “Secret March” is up for Best 
Bass Line and Best Sweatin'’ to the 
Indies Workout Song. But the one | 
think everyone wants to see the Wet 
Secrets win is “Best Song Title.” Bell 
and Anderson are up with “Grow Your 
Own Fucking Moustache Asshole.” But 
the competition is tough. Also nomi- 
nated is the Consumer Goods for 
“Looking for Love (while) in(vading) the 
Muslim World,” Donovan Woods for 
“My Cousin Has a Grey Cup Ring,” the 
Got to Get Got for “No One Riots in 
Winter” and the Tacoma Hellfarm 
Tragedy for “True Love Killed My True 
Love's Love For Me.” 

As well, I'd be remiss not to men- 
tion that the Rural Alberta 
Advantage is up for Best Band Name. 
While the band calls Toronto home, 
the members, Paul Banwatt, Amy 
Cole and Nils Edenloff, have roots in 
our part of the Wild Rose Province. 
So, help them out with a vote. The 
voting closes Nov 30. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 
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If Captain Tractor 


Performed Danish death metal, 
They'd still suck my ass 


WAS | FFAS INTHE CROWN; 

fia DUETS WITH THE QUEEN 
Older cuts, sadly, 

But she’s still got the chops to 

Tear you a new one 
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LIVE! 

ELEVEN SEVEN 

Good news: this live disc 


Is as good as their others! 
Bad news: see above. 


THIS IS A STANDOFF 
CITED 


BE EXI 

INDEPENDENT 

Yeah, Calgary sucks; 

But they keep pumping out some 
Pretty decent bands 


USTARD PLUG 
Wi BX AND WHITE 


Ska band bucks the trend; 
Keeps me interested for 
Most of the album 
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know what guys are thinking a lit- 
the better. I think it makes a huge dif- 
ference and | encourage any band just 
to get on the road and try it. Lose 
money—who cares?” 

Becky agrees that a band really 
does need to get out on the road in 
close quarters if it’s going to become 
an entity unto itself, rather than a 
bunch of individual players fumbling 
through a song and trying to connect. 

“Making music really is a commu- 
miy effort,” she says. “If you don’t 
have that community there then you 
can’t expect that the audience will 
feel the honesty of the music. You 
have to be friends first in order to 
make a quality sound, and people can 
hear that ... music really is something 
that is community based. It’s not just 
an individual.” 


BEYOND THE LEARNING experience 
that it was, the touring also allowed 
F&M the opportunity for a little 
forced creativity as far as being able 
to perform in pretty much any 
venue, from the smallest, cramped 
Stage to a cavernous club—some- 
thing that has served them well in 
Edmonton's live scene. 

“It’s about being creative and find- 
ing the right venues, and being able to 
play a variety of styles of shows from 
a big show to a little show,” Reichert 
explains. “And then you can find the 
gigs that are in between.” 

“In order to play more and become 


better performers ourselves, while also 
getting our name out there you have to 
take what's available,” Becky agrees. 
“Right now in Edmonton it’s a good 
time to be a singer-songwriter. There 
are a lot of cafés that will do spotlights.” 

That sort of flexibility has helped 
F&M to keep up with a steady stream 
of gigs, giving the band time to work 
songs out in front of an audience 
while solidifying as a band. With a 
busy schedule, though, it’s important 
for the musicians to keep things inter- 
esting for themselves rather than let- 
ting the experience become dulled by 
monotony. 

“One of the things we always try to 
do is to always change our set list,” 
Ryan says. “We do from two hours to 
40 minutes or a half hour sometimes, 
but I don’t think we've ever done the 
same set list. And we do try to change 
the orchestration. I think it’s fun for 
the audience, and it keeps us from 
getting bored from the same songs. 
One or two are always going to be 
sort of standard sounding, but it’d be 
really dull if everything we ever did 
was the same every time and I think 
people feel that.” 


ALL OF THIS—the recording, the tour- 
ing, the creative tension—is ultimately 
about developing as a band and con- 
sistently challenging oneself. “A lot of 
people miss that step of actually 
developing themselves as musicians 
and developing what they have to 
say,” Becky considers. “It's easy to get 
that first [record] done, but pushing on 
from that you really have to rely on 
yourself. Actually, you probably have 





DVD 


to rely on yourself more than ever 
now because there aren’t really those 
few people from the music industry 
coming out to search for talent going, 
‘We'll develop you.’ No, you have to 
develop yourself more than ever.” 

And that’s where it comes full-cir- 
cle back to the ability to create a 
recording without having to worry 
about making concessions to the big 
record labels. 


eiFT GUIDE 





IN JUST 2 WEEKS FIND OUT ABOUT ALL THE COOL STUFF THAT 
WILL WIN YOU PRAISE IF YOU GIVE THEM AS GIFTS! 
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"That's the beauty of recording 
technology as it stands today: an 
artist can start recording and back in 
the old days if you didn’t put out the 
product your record label wanted then 
you were dropped and your career 
was over, but now you can continue 
and do what you want to do— 
whether people buy it or not isn’t as 
important,” Reichert says. “You don’t 
have as much risk, you don’t have as 





many control issues from above. Yo 
just go and go until you're done.” y 
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aside his own music for a time and 
take on this project is that he does- 
n't See anyone else out there playing 
We i: versions of Zappa's music. 
He hotes that when someone does 
play a Zappa tune, the performer 
often reworks the material, largely 
due to the fact that Zappa’s compo- 
sitions were often incredibly com- 
plex and difficult to play, so there’s a 
tendency for musicians to simplify 
the material in order to perform it. 
Bul, while Dweezil would prefer that 
did't happen, the players who real- 
ly bother him are the ones who set 
out to put their own stamp on 
Zappa's music. 

"And then there are people who 
decide, ‘Well, it'd be really cool if I 
reharmonized it so that it’s my 
arrangement’—it’s what I can do to 


ZAPPA Zar 


Frank's music, and | don’t want to 
hear that,” Dweezil states. “Frank's 
music is different to other rock per- 
formers’ music in that he was a 
composer, so you can see his intent 
on the page—[the scores are] written 
in his own handwriting, and so if 
you are changing the notes it’s disre- 
spectful to the composer. You don’t 
have orchestras going out there and 
saying, ‘Yeah let me rewrite these 20 
bars of this Beethoven piece.'” 


IN PREPARING FOR the initial Zappa 


Plays Zappa outing, Dweezil started 
out with Zappa's mid-'70s cata- 
logue, which he admits was his 
favourite period while growing up. 
For the second time out, though, the 
set list has evolved, and while the 
band is playing a good number of 
Zappa’s rock songs on tour Dweezil 
has also added some of Zappa's 
most sophisticated classical materi- 
al to the mix—things like “G-Spot 





Tornado” of off 1993's The Yellow 
Shark, which he says he had wanted 
to play during the first tour, but was 
unable to master in time. Dweezil 
says that it’s satisfying to be playing 
the material now after practising so 
much to get it down. 

“I’m playing stuff on guitar that 
was not ever meant to be played on 
guitar,” he enthuses. “It’s things that 
were written for marimba and key- 
boards, and as hard as they are on 
those instruments, they're probably 
that much harder on guitar because 
the guitar is not set up in a way to 
reach some of those intervals the 
same way, so it requires a very spe- 
cialized picking technique and 
bizarre fingerings to make this hap- 
pen, so there's a lot of technical 
work that needs to be done to train 
your body to do this, let alone 
memorize all the notes. So that 
kind of stuff is what makes this 
music so hard." w 





EUGENE RIPPER 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 61 


with the distribution of the EP, putting 
it up on his website for download. 
Ripper says that the act of doing so has 
completely set the music free of any of 
the sort of constraints of the vessels 
that we've always put our music into. 
For him, Fast Folk is about the music 
itself far more than the vessel that sur- 
rounds it, and he's excited about ven- 
turing into the uncharted waters of the 
digital world, suggesting that as things 
Stand right now, the listener has the 
Oppertunity to become more invested 
in the music-making process than 
ever before. 

“The playlist aspect of being able to 
create the playlist with iTunes and 
MPS players is amazing,” Ripper 
exdlaims. "I'll present my stuffto a cer- 
(ai degree; | can carry my inspiration 
and my muse toa certain point, and I 
think that’s why I really enjoy making 
the EPs—I do all the artwork myself, 
the Manufacturing process, it really is 





a complete story to tell from soup to 
nuts in terms of writing it, producing it 
and saying, ‘Hey, this is my presenta- 
tion of the material.’ 

"The interesting thing about our 
era right now from an artist’s point of 
view is that there’s much more 
reliance on the listener to actually do 
something with the music,” he con- 
tinues. “There's the proactive sense 
of just downloading a track, or going 
and finding your music, and then 
once they have it they can do any- 
thing with this stuff. I mean they 
could chop it up, they could down- 
sample it, they could make a playlist, 
include it in a playlist of material 
with their other favourite songs, they 
can tag it, they can move it around. 
It’s an interesting relationship and 
we're entering a really interesting 
time about the way that music gets 
distributed. “ 


RIPPER LIKENS THE current landscape 
to the age-old practice of making mix 
tapes and passing them around to 
friends, only he says that the whole 


process has been amplified now 

“You can do it really fast now,” he 
says excitedly. “You can whip a playlist 
together really quickly and you can 
distribute it. The ability to send a link 
or just email a song to somebody, or to 
your entire address book. It’s a really 
exciting time to be a fan of music and 
it’s a very interesting time to be a pro- 
ducer of music—both exciting and a 
little daunting, because there’s a fun- 
damental change that’s going on 
between how music is distributed and 
how it’s supported and how it’s com- 
modified. We're right in the middle of 
it right now. 

“In the past it’s always been, ‘Hey, 
sample this sound,’ or ‘Check out this 
album and then buy it,’ but for this 
one we really just want to get it 
around and get it out there and see 
what happens,” he muses. “I'm kind 
of curious to see what happens when 
you just set it free, because I don't 
really know for an artist like myself, 
because I’m still looking to find my 
audience. It’s still an ongoing process 
for me.” W 








I’m Comin’ Alive with 
Kate Reid (in a rental car) 


es | QUEERMONTON 


TAMARA GORZALKA 
tan@wweweekly com 


It would be easy to write Kate Reid off 
as just another lesbian folk singer. After 
all, she sings about her sexual orienta- 
tion and women’s issues with just her 
acoustic guitar as back-up. But listening 
to Kate's music is somewhere between 
watching a stand-up comedian and find- 
ing someone's secret journal. Her songs 
are raw and honest but with an amazing 
dose of wit, all delivered in a casual yet 
earnest tone. There isn’t a lot of cryptic 
poetry in her lyrics, just matter-of-fact 
Stories told with a musical style similar 
to Melissa Ferrick or Ani DiFranco 

I've been a fan since her CD first 
arrived at CUSR last year and | got the 
chance to interview Kate before her con- 
cert at the Blue Chair Café on Oct 24, 
also the day | turned 22. We had a deli- 
cious dinner of ahi tuna before her 
sound check, then moved into her rental 
car for a quiet place to do the interview 


WWE WEEKLY: it seems like it’s just a room 
full of dykes right now. Is that what it’s 
usually like when you're playing? 

KATE ALD | wouldn't say that's what it's 
usually like. Yeah, obviously lots of les- 
bians come out and women, but there's 
crossover. Lots of quys and whoever just 
show up that like folk music 


\W: Are you on tour right now or are you 
{fe doing a couple stops? 

A: 'm just doing a couple shows right 
now. | haven't actually gone on a full 
few week tour yet. I'm going to do that 


probably in the spring. 


VW: Where do you think you'll be going? 
KR:I'm not sure. Probably across Canada 
| don't know if this is gong to work out 
but I'm also looking at potentially going 
down the west coast, down through Cal- 
ifornia and that kind of thing 


\W: You have a CD out called Comin’ 
Alive, how’s that been doing? 

KR Like on radio and stuff? Well obvious- 
ly it’s not played on the Top 40. | don't 
know actually. | haven't checked up on 
that. | sell a lot of CDs at shows, so 
that's really good. | get lots of emails 
from people saying that they really love 
it. | think it's doing fairly well 


VW: What was the recording process 
like? 
Kf: Did you hear of that band Mollies 
Revenge in the early ‘90s? It was frontec 
by a woman named Yvette Narlock anc 
she’s in Vancouver and she has a recoding 
studio in her house now. | was her first 
project. It took about three months to do it 
and it was a lot of work; | never realize 
how much work it was until | actually 
started doing it. It started off being small, 
like | was going to do mainly acoustic anc 
some basic instrumentation. Then as 
was sitting in the studio | could start hear- 
ing all these things in my head, all these 
instruments, and we kept wanting to add 
stuff. So it just sort of expanded. 








VW: What's your favourite queer movie or 


TV show? 
KR:1 don’t watch TV very much .. 


WE I'm just glad that you didn’t say The 
L Word. 


KR: Oh please, can we not say that? 


VW: Yeah, thanks, that makes me feel 
better. All these artists that | really 
respect, like Melissa Etheridge s 
there talking about how she’s 
Shane, | don’t want to know that. |f 
that's true, just keep it to yourself 

KR: [laughs] | don’t understand that. | 
mean | get why people like the show 
but it's not my thing, It doesn’t resonate 
with my ... whatever 








VW: But do you have a favourite lesbian 
movie? 
KA: love Bound. 


WW: | love Bound! That's my favourite 

Kh: {laughs} | just think it's great because 
they kick ass, they kick the quy’s ass and 
| think that's awesome. | love that gne 
and Better Than Chocolate 


VW: That one’s cool because it’s Canadi- 
an 

KR: And it was filmed in Vancouver. Go 
Fish | rented back in ‘94. | was living 
with my boyfriend at that time. He went 
away for the weekend and | rented it. It 
was great because | loved it. This is the 
kind of stuff I'd been wanting to watch 


VW: Do you have any gay or lesbian 
heroes? 

Kft: Ferron is a total hero of mine. Penny 
Lang is too, she’s a lesbian. | think 
they're both fantastic songwriters. Back 
when Ani DiFranco was dating women ! 
really looked up to her in terms of a les- 
bian hero, | always thought she was an 
amazing woman, business woman, 
songwriter. Audre Lorde is one of my 
favourite writers 


VW: You have a song titled “What | 
Want.” Right now, what do you want? 
KR: really want to be able to not teach 
anymore and do this as a living and con- 
tinue making an impact in women’s lives. 
Music is really important to me. Listening 
to other people's music, playing it, writing 
it, it's saved my life. It's an important tool 
for us to get connected with ourselves 
We just need to have more voices out 
there, we have to have more music T#- 
onate with our own experience and our 
souls. | want to keep doing that because | 
want to do something important in the 
world and that feels like part of what I'm 
supposed to be doing 


WW: All right, well, thank you very much 
for inviting me into your rental car. 
KA: Anytime! 


\W: | guess we'll go head back into the 
den of lesbians and | can't wait to hear 
the concert 

KA: Great, it was nice talking to you 


Her show was fantastic and Kate defi- 
nitely both charmed and touched the 
audience. What a great way to celebrate 
a birthday. Comin’ Alive is out now, find 
out more at katereid.net. vw 
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FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 425.2889 
OR E-MAIL GLENYS AT LISTINGS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE |S FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


THE ACTIVE ARTIST-YANN MARTEL Stanley A. 
Milner Library, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (497-2336) © 
An evening with Yann Martel author of Life of Pi. Yann 
Marte! will speak about Life of Pi and the new illustrat- 
ehadition just released. He will address the process of 
Bringing a book to illustration, and his plans for a new 
book © Dec. 5 (8pm) © Free, pre-register 


THE ALBERTA FERRET SOCIETY Bonnie Doon 
Community Hall, 90240-93 St (447-3336) * 10th 
Anniversary and open house ® Sun, Nov. 25{1-4pm) © 
Free, donations to help AFS Shelter ferrets 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL EDMONTON GROUP 
Knox Metropolitan Church, 8307-109 St (83 Ave entrance) 
® Monthly meeting * Tue, Nov. 27 (7:30pm) 


ARTS OUTREACH BIG BANDS Maciwan's Centre for 
the Arts (497-4303) © For musicians of all levels to play a 
variety of music ® Tue or Wed (7:30-3:30pm) 


AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside 
Presbyterian Church basement, N. door, 6 Bernard Dr, 
Bishop St, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert © For 
adult children of alcoholic and dystunctional families * 
Meet each Mon including holidays (7:30pm) 


BODDHISM TODAY Myer Horowitz Theatre, U of A (455- 
5488) © Lecture by Lama Nydahl, followed bya & A 
session © Nov. 28 (7:30pm) * $10 (adult)/$8 (student) 


BUY NOTHING DAY SWAP MEET Blackspot Café, 
15120A Stony Plain Rd (481-7768) © Bring your arts and 
crafts * Sun, Nov. 25 (2-11pm) 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205-101 
St (479-1999) ¢ Basketball; Mon (5-7pm) * Healing 
Cirele; Mon (6-8pm) ® Boxing; Mon/Thu (7-9pm), Tue (5- 
7pm) ® Volleyball; Tue {6-8pm) * Sewing Circle; Tue (6- 
8pm) * Beadwork Class; Wed (6-8pm) * C.N.FC. Pow- 
wow: Wed {6-Spm) © Hip-Hop Class; every Thu (5-7pm) 
* Cree Class: Thu (6-8pm) © Elders and Residency; Fri 
(all day) © Safe Using and Harm Reduction; last Fri each 
month (11am-12pm) © Tobacco Reduction; every Fri (1- 
2pm) * Drop-in Night; Fri (6-8pm) 


CELEBRATING OUR STRENGTH Star of the North 
Retreat (459-5511) © A Prayer Service to End Violence 
Against Women © Sun, Nov. 25 (7:20pm) * Donation 


CATIZENSHIP IN A WORLD OF GLOBAL APARTHEID 
Education North, Rm 7-114, Uof A * Global Education 
Network's presentation and dialogue with Montreal- 
based activist Jaggi Singh discussing what a "No 
Border® or “No One Is Illegal” analysis of migration 
means © Fri, Noy. 22 (4-5:30pm) © Free 


ELIZABETH MAY: ALTERNATIVE ENERGY VISION 
FOR CANADA Rim ETLC 1-003, U of A (444-7336) © 
Lecture * Tue. Nov. 27 (7pm) # Free 


EVERYONE'S DOWNSTREAM: TAR SANDS 
REALITIES AND RESISTANCE * A conference to 
explore the links between oppression and self-determina- 
tion ® Nov. 24-25¢ A series of panel discussions led by 
guests; Noy. 24 at the Engineering, Teaching and Learning 
Complex, U of A, Rm ETLC 1 007 © A chance for the multi- 
tude of groups and individuals attending to sit down and 
discuss 2 collective way forward; Nov. 25 at the Telus 
Building, U of A Campus, Rm TEL 217-219 


FOOD SECURITY FORUM Mill Creek Community 
Services Office. 2nd Floor, Bonnie Doon Mall (496-4875) 
© siosted by the City of Edmonton and AB CEDNet Co- 
op, featuring speaker Susan Roberts Dec. 5 (noon: 
4pm) © Free, pre-register 


HIV EDMONTON/AIDS AWARENESS WEEK © 

Hulbert’s, 7601-115 St. www.hivedmonton.com * 
Community di jon with Sherry McKibben (moderator), 
and panelis | Phair and Sue Jamison; Wed, Nov. 
The ARTery, 9535 Jasper Ave; Global 

ion with Change for Children, Lynn 

s phato series AIDS in Two Cities 
Dt Thu, Nov. 29 (5:30-8pm); free * Rice 
Citadel Theatre; Annual AIDS Vigil: Sat, Deo. 1 (Spm) 
JOIN THE SILENCE Remedy Café, 87 Ave, 109 St « 

Sat, Nov. 24 (4-11pm) * Free 

TAR SANDS DISCUSSION MBus 1-5, Business Building, 
dominionpaper.ca/tarsands « Tar Sands: the 
d's largest industrial project and the future of Canada 
sentation by Dru Oja Jay * Fri, Nov, 23 (6:30pm) 
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FRIENDS OF WISDOM FILM AND DISCUSSION 





SERIES Engineering 
UofA 


Documentary 





1g and Learning Centre, Am 
spenintegral.ca (485- 
What a Way To Go: Life at the End 
ssion © Tue, Nov. 27 (7pm) 





of Empire; tollowed by discu 


* Admission by donation 


GREENPEACE ACTIVISM Blackspot Cafe (15120A Stony 
Piain Rd (481-7768) * Direct action workshop presented by 
Greenpeace * Thu, Nov. 22 (6-9pm) 

IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale School, 
6415-106 St (489-9776) www.imagesab.ca * Meets the 
2nd and 4th Thu (8pm) each month featuring presenta- 
tions, speakers, workshops, outings. Photographers of all 
levels are welcome * $40 (membership)/$50 (fami- 
lyi/$20 (full-time student); visitors may attend three 
times before joining 

LEPCIS MAGNA: THE CREATION (AND RE- 
CREATION) OF A ROMANO-LIBYAN CITY Humanities 
Lecture Theatre 1, Uof A * Archaeological Institute of 
America, presented by Jeremy Rossiter * Thu, Nov. 22 
(7pm) 

LUVE THE LIFE YOU WANT Unity Church of Edmonton, 
13210-106 Ave (477-5351/913-6466) ¢ Showing of the 
film Pass /t On, learn how to live abundantly, follow 
bliss to success and enjoy life * Fri, Nov. 23 (7pm); Sun, 
Nov. 25 (1pm) * $11 (offering) 


LUNCH BY THE BOOKS—CHILDREN AND THE 
WORLD WIDE WEB Stanley A. Milner Library, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq (492-7089) ¢ Lecture by Professor 
Connie Varnhagen * Thu, Dec. 6 (12:05-12:50pm) * Free 
PARENT TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Edmonton offers support groups and workshops for par- 
ents at various city locations 


(LE. SOCIAL JUSTICE CLUB Queen Elizabeth High 
School small gym, 9425-132 Ave © Garage sale, 
fundraiser in partnership with Change for Children to 
help build a school in Guatemala® Fri, Nov. 23 (4-8pm); 
Sat, Nov. 24 (10am-2pm) 


REFLECTIONS ON THE FUTURE OF PALESTINIAN 
REFUGEES Catholic Social Services, 10709-105 St (492- 
6600) ¢ A Talk by Dr. Baha Abu-Laban, brown bag lunch 
* Wed, Nov. 22 (noon-1pm) 


SELF SUPPORT GROUP (496-5930) * For 
women who are experiencing chaos as a result of a life 
crisis and who feel isolated © Group meets each week 


SENIORS UNITED NOW St Albert Legion Tache Street, 
St. Albert © The St Albert Chapter, last meeting of the 
year featuring James Darwish talk about Nursing Home 
fees © Mon, Noy. 26 (1.30pm) 


SIMPLICITY CIRCLE Westwood Unitarian Congregation, 
11135-65 Ave ¢ Featuring Graham Sparrow speaking on 
simple living; the personal, social, and political aspects of 
becoming vegetarian or vegan ® Sun, Nov. 25 (7:30pm) 


SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVIE NIGHT Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, Main Hall, 10804-119 St Showing of Mission 
Against Terror and The Trial; discussion on the state of the 
trials of the Cuban 5 and the implications for Canadians will 
follow the films © 4th Fri each month, Nov. 23 (6:30pm 
door) © $5 donations; pay-what-you-can at the door 


SOUTH COMMON ZOMBIE MARCH FOR BUY 
NOTHING DAY 10449-18 Ave (887-7053) ¢ Presented by 
the Social Wellness and Awareness Team (SWAT) of Grant 
MacEwan © Sat, Nov. 24 (4pm) * Free 


SUGAR SWING DANCE CLUB Orange Hall, 10335-84 
Ave (604-7572) © Jitterbug Jive Swing Dance: free swing 
lesson (8-9pm), dance (Spm-1am); Nov. 24 (8pm-1am); $7 
* Jitterbug Jive Swing Dance; Dec. 1 (8pm-1am); $7 


THOUGHTFUL TUESDAYS Steeps Tea Lounge, 11116- 
82 Ave (988-8105) * Documentary Global Gardener, Tue, 
Nov. 27 (7pm); free * Documentary What a Way to Go; 
Dec. 4 (7pm); free 


TIBETAN BUDDHIST Westmount Community League, 
10970-127 St (451-7964) © Series of Rare Tibetan 
Buddhist Teachings and Blessings; Nov. 22-25; $150 (full 
series)/$80 (weekend only) 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS © 'N'orators: Londonderry 
Public Library, Londonderry Mall, lower meeting room, 137 
Ave, 66 St (476-6963); Wed (7-8:45pm) « Chamber 
Toastmasters Club: Chamber of Commerce, 600, 9990 
Jasper Ave (459-5206); Thu (6pm) * MacEwaa: Grant 
MacEwan College, Rm 5-238, 10700-104 Ave (633-3921); 
Fri (noon-1pm) ® Purswers: Best Western Cedar Park Inn, 
5116 Gateway Boulevard (457-0808), Wed (7-Spm) © 
Chanticleer Toastmasters: Kingsway Am, Millard Health 
Building, 131 Airport Rd (498-4608/474-1138) Thu (7- 
8:30am) ¢ Norwood Toastmasters—New location: 
Royal Canadian Legion, Kingsway Branch 10425 Kingsway 
Ave (456-3934) Thu 8-10pm) * Upward Bound 
Toastmasters Club: Norquest College, Rm 601, 10215- 
108 St (454-3720); every Wed (7-8:45pm) 


TOURETTE SYNDROME Academy of King Edward, 

9525-101 St, North door (1-866-824-9764) * Support 
meetings for TS adults and parents of TS kids * Ist 

Wed; Oct-June (7pm) 


MEDITATION ¢ Gaden Samten Ling Tibetan 
Buddhist Meditation Society; 11403-101 St, 
www.gadensamtenling.org (479-0014) by Kushok Lobsang 
Dhamchoe; beginner Tue (7pm); intermediate Wed (7pm); 
advanced Sun (11am-lpm) * Brahma Kumaris World 
Spiritual Organization, 208-10132-105 St (425-1050) 
www.bkwsu.org; Raja Yoga Meditation * Tranquility 
Moditation Tibetan Tradition 10502-70 Ave (633-6157) 
www.karmatashiling.org; Beginners welcome, instruction 
available; Wed (7pm); free 

WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD CEB 325 (Civil 
Engineering Building, behind CAB (485-7322) ¢ Featuring 
the documentary What a Way to Go: Life at the end of 
empire ® Tue, Nov. 27 (7pm) # Free 


WOMEN I BLACK infront ofthe Ol Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market * Silent vigil the 1st and 3rd 

pad lea stand in silence fora world 
violence a 
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AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER fled Deer (403- 
347-6073) © Affirm welcome LGBTQ people and their 
friends, family, and allies, meet at Sunnybrook United 
Church the 2nd Tue (7pm) each month 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus © Sex, sex- 
val, gender differences in education and culture focus 
group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace (andre.grace@ualber- 
ta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S GROUP 
http://aroups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton * Social 
group for bi-curious and bisexual women * 2nd Thu 
(7:30pm) each month 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) © Large 
tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) # 
Open nightly Spm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun; Rotating drag 
shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust 
Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella NEI in The GoDonna 
Show, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip con- 
test with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * 
Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrawchaser * Wed: Hump 
day with DJ Sexay Sean * Thu: Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, OJ WestCoastBabyDaddy © Fri: 
We made ‘em famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no caver before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for 
men only, free pool and toumey, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave 
(482-7960) © Open 24/7 * www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT © A mature social group, 
couples and singles welcome * E-mail edmontonmusic- 
night@hotmail.com for more info 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 St * A group of older gay men and 
their admirers who have common social interests meet the 
2nd Sun (2:30pm) of most months for a social period, a 
short meeting and a guest speaker, discussion panel or a 
potluck supper. Special interest groups meet for other 
social activities throughout the month. email edmon- 
tonpt@yahoo.ca, www.primetimersww.org/edmonton 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.edmontonrba.org ® Monthly after business mixer: 
Network and share contacts in the GLBT business com- 
munity © 2nd Wed each month 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamed- 
monton.ca © Women’s Drop-In Recreational 
Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 10227-118 St (465- 
3620); Wed (6-7:30pm) © Ballroom dancing; all gen- 
ders; ballroom@teamedmonton.ca * Bootcamp; St 
Alphonsus, 11624-81 St; Mon (7-8pm); 
bootcamp@teamedmonton.ca * Bowling: Gateway 
Lanes, 100 3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat (5-7pm); bow!- 
ing@teamedmonton.ca * Curling with Pride: Granite 
Curling Club, 8620-107 St; Mon (7:15pm) until Mar. 
17, 2008; curling@teamedmonton.ca * Outdoor 
Pursuits: Ski/Snowboard Trip to Banff and Lake 
Louise; Jan, 25-27; outdoorpursuits@teamedmon- 
ton.ca * Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; running@teamed- 
monton.ca * Swimming: NAIT pool, 11762-106 St; 
Tue (8-9pm), Thu (7:30-8:30pm); swimming@teamed- 
monton.ca ® Volleyball: 101 Amiskiwacy Academy, 
Municipal Airport Terminal just off Kingsway; Wed 
recreational (8-10pm); recvolleyball@teamedmon- 
ton.ca; Thu Intermediate; volleyball@teamedmon- 
ton.ca « YOGA (Hatha): Free Lion's Breath Yoga; 
every Sun (2-3:30pm); yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact7@hivedmonton.com * 
Programs and support services for people affected and 
infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, advo- 
cacy and public awareness campaigns 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 10345-104 St (387- 
3343) © Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and support- 
ers meet the 2nd Thu of each month (8pm); 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organiza- 
tion for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer 
(LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, straight 
allies and support staff * 3rd Thu each month (fall/winter 
terms); Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


UVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St. www.edmliving- 
positive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confi- 
dential peer support to people living with HIV * Tue (7- 
Spm): Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 
8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) « 
Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm 
reduction in French, English and other African languages * 
3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-5Spm) each month * Free (mem- 
ber)/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational 
and competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
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PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488- 
9234) © Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm * Youth 
theatre project is developing a play to educate about and 
reduce homophobic bullying. It’s @ way for GLBTO and 
straight identified youth to address the problem; no pre- 
vious theatre experience needed. Meetings: Wed (7pm) 
at the Pride Centre, contact Emily (Emily@pridecentre- 
ofedmonton.org, 488-3234) for info * Bears Movie Night: 
Bears Club: last Sun each month (1-5pm, TV room) © 
Trans Education/Support Group: Support and education 
for transsexual, transgendered, intersexed, two-spirited 
and questioning individuals; 1st, ard, last Sun (2-4pm) 
each month with Cody * Sunday Night Men’s Discussion 
Group: Mens social and discussion group; Sun (7pm); Rob 
Wellsat robwells780@hotmail.com * Friends and 
Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun (2-4pm) each month with 
Noelle, friendsandfamilyplaygroup- 
owner@yahoogroups.ca * Monday Movie Night: Movie 
nights with themed movies and discussion afterwards; 
Mon © TTI Alliance: Support meeting for transgender, 
transsexual, intersex and questioning 2nd Tue each 
month; ttiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 ¢ GLBT Seniors 
Drop-In: Thu (2-4pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 © Sick 
and tired of being sick and tired? Cocaine Anonymous 
meeting; Thu 7-8pm; CA Hotline 425-2715 * HIV 
Qutreach: Drop-in circle every other Thu (7pm) * Youth 
Understanding Youth: Youth support and social group; Sat 
(7-9pm); yuy@shaw.ca; www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * 
Suit Up and Show Up—Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book 
Study; Sat (12-1); suitupshowup@hotmail.com * NDP 
LGBT Caucus: last Sun each month with Jay, 488-3234 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu, Sun 
Bpm-3am; Fri Sat Bpm-4am; closed Mon, Tue, Wed * Thu: 
Thursdays are Gorgeous with Hostess Hootie McBoob, 
featuring Drag Kings and Queens, burlesque and amateur 
strip the last Thu each month @ Fri: All Request Dance 
Party with DJ Jazzy rotating shows every week ® Sat: 
Always like New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) down- 
stairs and DJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs # Sun: Flashback 
Sundays: Featuring hostesses Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair, 
rotating guests. Free pool all night long; $3 cover © 
Weekends: $4 (members)/$6 (non-member)/Sun $2 cover 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave (436- 
1555) © People of all sexual orientations are welcome. 
Sunday worship at 10am 


SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS © A woman's social 
group gathers once a month on Sat for conversation over 
tea and coffee © Information e-mail: 
singlewomen40plus@hotmail.com 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * Steam 
baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOMONSPACE (780-482-1794) © A non-profit lesbian 
organization, organized activities held monthly including 
licenced non-smoking dances, coffee houses, family 
events, games nights, golf tournaments and more * 
Www.gaycanada.com/womonspace, e-mail: womon- 
space@gmail.com 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) ¢ Open Daily 
(noon) * Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick * Sat- 
Sun Poo! Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


BEYOND THE BORDERS OF BORDEAUX Liquor Select, 
8924-149 St (481-6868) ® Second Annual Winter Wine 
Festival including finger foods, and a silent auction; hosted 
by the Old Strathcona Youth Society * Fri, Nov. 23 (7- 
10pm) * $40/two for $75 at Liquor Select 


BRIGHT LIGHTS—SPIRIT OF GIVING FUNDRAISER 112 
Ave, 65 St, www.ihuman.org ® Silent auction to raise 
awareness and funds for iHuman Edmonton * Sat, Nov. 
24 (10am-5pm); auction: Nov. 24-Dec. 15 


CARNIVAL 2007 HABITAT FOR HUMANITY Northgate 
Lions Centre © Fundraiser, Brazillian samba and Latin 
dance shows hosted by Daiana and Tina * Sat, Nov. 24 
(8:30pm) 

CITY EDMONTON HUMAN RIGHTS AWARDS 
TransAlta Arts Barn, 10330-84 Ave, www.jhcentre.org 
(453-2638) © Featuring speaker Akbar Ganji ¢ Nov. 28 
(6;30-9:30pm) $5 (adv at John Humphrey Centre)/($8 
(door) 


COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS-PYJAMA BRUNCH 
WITSANTA Fantasyland Hotel, WEM © KARA Family 
Resource Centre © Sat, Nov. 25 (10:30am-12:30pm) ¢ 
$27.95 (adult)/$13.95 (4-12yrs)/free child 3 and under 


EXPOSURE-EDMONTON’S QUEER ARTS AND 
CULTURAL FESTIVAL Various events and venues; 
www.exposurefestival.ca * Edmonton's queer arts and cul- 
ture festival * Nov. 23-Dec. 1 

GLOBAL NEIGHBOURS CANADA/MENNONITE 
CENTRE FOR NEWCOMERS The Coast Terrace Inn 
South (461-6261) * Fundraiser brunch with Kim Phuc # 
Nov. 24 (9:30am) * $30 


A HOLIDAY GALA Hellenic Hall, 10450-1165 St (641-6003) 


‘ 











* Dinner, live music, an lon and art sajy « 
Sat, Nov. 2a\tpm So, Tom drm $25 (students 
(adv) at TIX on the Square, Earth's General Story, ) «) » 
Student's Union Building Infolink, CloudNine Pajama: «, 
(door); fundraiser for scholarships for young people ip. 
developing world 
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF DISABLED PERSON (,, 
Hall (496-5822) * Trade fair, art show entertainmany 5, : 
speaker Dr. Austin Mardon ® Dec. 3 (10am-2pm) : 
JUST CHRISTMAS Alberta Avenue Community Ha); 
9210-118 Ave (669-0524) * A Global Fair Trade Marks « 
Noy. 23 (5:30-9pm); Nov. 24 (8:30am-4pm) www justen. 
mas.org 

LOCUS SUSPECTUS Harcourt House, 10215-1129) . 
Launch of this magazine of art and culture—celebrati:, ng 
the its latest issue: Nature and Technology. Featuring 0) 
Gunshy * Thu, Nov. 29 (7pm) 

OLD STRATHCONA YOUTH SOCIETY FUNDRAIsiR 
Liquor Select. 8924-149 St * Beyond The Borders o 
Bordeaux: Winter wine festival * Fri, Nov. 23 (7-10) « 
$40 


RACE FOR DIGNITY www.valberta.ca/—dignitas » | 
hour team stationary bike-a-thon in support of Dignita 
Intemational. Fundraiser for AIDS treatment and pray 
tion delivery in Africa ® Sat, Dec. 1 (9am-9pm} 
ROUGE: A MASQUEERADE BALL Freemason’s Ha\) 
10318 100 Ave © Part of Exposure—Edmonton’s Queer : 
and Cultural Festival ® Sat, Dec. 1 (8pm door) * $25 4 
TIX on the Square 


UNITY CENTRE'S SILENT AUCTION AND DINNER 
Kilkenny Community Hall, 14910-72 St (478-6521) © No 
23 (6pm) * $10 

WELCOME TO THE LAND OF PERFECTION Vedic 
Centre, 12840-57 St (902-9577/604-6897/913-4655) » 4) 
evening of African cuisine, Woezo Africa Music and Ds 
Theatre, Isokan Afrika!, and Salsadiction, an African fa 
jon show, and DJ Bérnard and quests ® Fri, Nov. 30 (fpr 
cocktails, 7pm concert, Spm-midnight dance) * $35 
(adult)/$25 (student) at TIX on the Square 


KARAOKE 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain 
Rd (484-7751) * Wed (8pm-12am); Thu, Fri, Sat (9:30pm. 
1:30am): with Right Said Ed 

BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St Albert * Wed/Fri 
Karaoke with Shelly 

CASTLEDOWN'S PUB 16753-100 St © Tue (9pm-tam) 
with Off-Key Entertainment 

CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd (472 
7696) © Thu (10:30pm) * Wed: Name that Tune 

GAS PUMP 10166-1714 St (488-4841) © Tue (9:30pm) 
Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) * Fri 
Karaoke with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 
HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) © Fri (pir 
midnight): Hot Karaoke Productions 


LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd 
(431-5815) © Sun (8pm); With Evolution Entertainment 


KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) « 
(10pm-2am): Gord’s Best Live Singing Show 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) © Fri (5pm-late) 
Karaoke with Chris 


M0JO'S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998 
7888) # Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Thu 
Karaoke 


WIKITA'S 10162-100A St (414-0606) * Karaoke Tue and 
Thu (7pm-12am) with Shelley 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (459-8165) * [I 
(Spm); Name that Tune 

ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) © Karaole 
Mon (9:30pm): with Wil Clark and Mr. Entertainment ° 
Thu (9pm): Salsa Rocks 

ORLANDO'S 1 15163-1271 St (457-1649) © Wed/Thu/Su 
(9:30pm-2am): with TLC Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St (2°? 
5457) Sat (9pm): Karaoke hosted by Jenny Joy 


PEPPERS Westmount Centre, 114 St, 113 Ave (451-802 
* Thu (9:30pm-1:30am) with Gord from Stonerock 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) © Longest run 
Karaoke bar, 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604-10! S' 
(423-3499) Mon-Sat (Spm); Sun (7pm); with Ruth * 
Highstreet, 1031-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) * 0! 
Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); Thu-Sat (9:30pm 
1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; Thu-Sat (9pm-tam): with Ott: Key 
Entertainment 

SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING 
DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) © Tue, Fri-Sat (7am 
night); Sat-Sun (1-Spm) 


YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert (459-02 
Thu (9:30pm-2am): with Off-Key Entertainment 
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die,” says 
upon you to account for all the 
pleasures you did not enjoy 


d: “A person will be called upon 
unt, on Judgment Day, for all the 
leasures he might have 
” This thought should 
as a central theme for you in the 
} weeks, Taurus. Don't worry, you 

't die for many years. But to activate 
your highest spiritual potentials in the 
near future, you must plumb the depths of 
bliss, joy, amusement, and fun. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 -JUN 20 

Your intentions have been fine, but you've 
been a bit off in executing your intentions. It's 
like you were building a love nest ina parking 


IF YOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
‘VUE WEEKLY, PLEASE PHONE 426-1996. 
DEADLINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 
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5 from 9am-5pm Mon-Fri ¢ Email rob 
o0n * Print legibly on lines at right * 


Garage; as if you've been hosting a dinner 


Party with fascinating guests at McDonald's; 
as if you were confessing profound secrets to 


a narcissist who wasn't really interested. In 
other words, Gemini, you have been doing 
the right things in the wrong places. But | 
expect that a lucky break will soon shove you 
ut of this awkward disjunction, bringing your 
style and content into harmony. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) wg 
Lishui is a rapidly growing industrial city 
in China. With the government's help and 
blessing, developers have been trans- 
forming rugged farmland into level 
parcels suitable for manufacturing facili- 
ties. In recent years, engineers have used 
dynamite and dump trucks to flatten 108 
hills and mountains. The official motto 
that guides workers is “Each person does 
the work of two; two days’ work is done 
in one.” While | don't normally recom- 
mend that you engage in such extreme 
labours, the coming weeks will be a 
favourable time to make an exception. 
You'll have cosmic forces on your side if 
you do the work of two as you carry out 
the equivalent of demolishing mountains. 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

The bad news is that Indonesia has the 
fastest rate of deforestation on the plan- 
et, and is one of the top three producers 
of greenhouse gas pollution. The good 
news is that on Nov 28, the people of 
Indonesia will unleash the most intense 
orgy of tree-growing in the history of the 
world. They're scheduled to plant 79 mil- 
lion saplings in 24 hours, You Leos might 
also consider undertaking a massive dis- 
play of fertility in the next three weeks. 
Your creative powers will be at a peak; 


EDS 


HELP WANTED 


Culna 
Looking for creative minds for our kitchen. Contact 
Nathan or Zana at 437-5588. 














Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night), Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs quar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941. 








MOVIE POSTER SHOF 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Blvd. 439-0408. 


@vueweekly.com 


space or mark counts as one 


your ability to coax abundant life out of 
seeds and sprouts will be extraordinary, 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 


Because of changes in agricultural tech- 
niques, food is nowhere near as nutri- 
tious as it used to be. Vegetables grown 
on modern factory farms have 27 per cent 
less calcium and 37 per cent less iron 
than they did in 1975, for example, as 
well as 21 per cent less Vitamin A and 30 
per cent less Vitamin C. So if you want to 
avoid being starved of essential nutrients, 
you either have to eat a huge amount, 
take supplements, or consume organic 
food. Are there any other areas of your 
life where the sustenance levels have 
dropped, perhaps without your full 
awareness? Is there an activity that no 
longer provides you with the boost it used 
to? Your assignment is to explore this 
possibility. If you find something's lacking, 
take immediate measures to make up for 
what you've been missing. 


LIBRA (SEP 23- OC1 22) 


Talk normally as little as possible in the 
coming week. Instead, try to communi- 
cate primarily by whispering, singing, 
laughing, speaking in rhyme, using for- 
eign accents, making animal noises and 
imitating cartoon characters. In my astro- 
logical opinion, this could free you to 
express feelings and thoughts that you've 
been unwisely suppressing. It would give 
you the power to access potent informa- 
tion that neither your monkey mind nor 
your rational mind has much interest in. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 
A while back | asked my readers, “What 
conditions would you need in your world 


FRAMING 
MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percus- 
sion. Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors with music degrees 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 





ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail, Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


ee ee ee 
Grip X-Press Awards nominations: to celebrate 
the creativity of Alberta you hs aged 13 to 19, the 
Grip X-Press Awards will showcase new and emerg- 
ing talent in written and visual arts. Info at 
wwwagriponlife.ca. Deadline: Dec. 3 
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in order to feel you were living in para- 
dise?” I'll report to you how one Scorpio 
responded, since it’s very apropos to your 
immediate future. “My utopia,” wrote 
Sandra Boyd of Vancouver, “would 
Tequire me to be desired, loved and sati- 
ated amidst messy order and cockeyed 
perfection.” | urge you to create that 
exact set of conditions, Scorpio. Get out 
there and cultivate the funny logic, wild 
discipline, and chaotic organization that 
will help ensure you'll be fiercely adored 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

The visionary genius Isaac Newton revolu- 
tionized science and math. His biographer 
James Gleick says he discovered “more of 
the essential core of human knowledge 
than anyone before or after.” Ostensibly, 
Newton was humble, writing that “if | have 
seen further it is by standing on the shoul- 
ders of giants.” But he did not actually 
believe that, writes Salon.com’s Farhad 
Manjoo in his review of Gleick’s book. And 
the fact is that Newton's breakthroughs 
“were not incremental, not the logical con- 
clusion to centuries of study,” but rather 
the result of “a supernatural, superhuman 
intuition.” This is the kind of intelligence | 
Suspect you'll be able to summon in the 
coming weeks as you expand your under- 
standing of your place in the world. It will 
be as if you're snatching raw truths fresh 
from eternity; as if you're the beneficiary of 
utterly novel insights that nothing in your 
life has prepared you for. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

George Washington and Thomas Jeffer- 
son were great leaders who were instru- 
mental in creating the United States, but 
they shared a flaw with most of the other 


A Perfect Christmas Print Affair—Call for 
Participation at SNAP through Dec, Small to medium 
sized prints $100-$300 accepted by Fri, Nov. 23 (12- 

5pm). Info: 423-1492/email snap@snapartists.com 


Driven by music? Our not-for-profit music co-op is 
Undergoing many positive changes, and is seeking 
board members, marketing, front of house and man- 
agement staff. Orientation presentations Thu, Nov. 
29 & Dec. 6, 7-9pm. 15120A Stony Plain Rd. Info: 
www.blackspotcafe.com 





Call for submissions: Main Stage pruction 
fival of Dance. This year, the festival’s 
theme is the choreographic explorations of the 
human spirit. Feats wants to challenge choreogra- 
phers to interact with this theme, Deadline: Dec. 
1. www.abdancealliance.ab.ca/feats/ 





Call for submissions: Site-specific Performances 
Feats—Festival of Dance. Anywhere, Anytime, 
Anyplace-take your performance out of the studio 
Boa line: Dec. 15. 
www.abdancealliance.ab.ca/feats/ 





Submissions for Stage Struck, 2008 at the 
Walterdale Playhouse. ion deadline: Nov. 
30. Info: MaryEllen Perley at 481-3716, 
mperley@shaw.ca 





Juried photography exhibition: Deadline: Feb. 4, 
2008 ‘or exnWtlon: May 29-June 14, 2008 at TU 
Gallery. Ph 421-1731 for info 





Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features quest 


founding fathers: they.owned slaves. Only 
one of the men who midwifed the birth of 
the nation freed: his human chattel: Vir- 
ginia plantation owner Robert Carter, 
whose heroism has been largely uitung 
in the history books. Make him your role 
model in the coming weeks, Capricom. It’s 
a good time to meditate on those people 
you've held down, oppressed or manipu- 
lated (even if it was inadvertent or uncon- 
scious), and then correct for how you've 
interfered with their full blossoming. I'm 
Not saying you're any guiltier of this sin 
than the rest of us; just that this is your 
special time to atone 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 FEB 19) ig 


In the coming Weeks, you will have an 
unusually large capacity to see what has 
been invisible and name what has been 
unspeakable. You will be adept at solving 
dull old problems and creating brilliant 
new ones. You will also have extraordinary 
power to dissolve restrictions and impose 
creative limitations, outwit evil and dream 
up tricky ways to be good, drum up free- 
dom and escape apathy, and rebel against 
or uphold tradition as necessary. Use your 
amazing mojo craftily, Aquarius! 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 

“You owe it to us all to get on withethat 
you're good at,” said poet WH Auden 
Make that your motto in the coming 
weeks, Pisces. Your motivation for doing 
the useful work you love to do should not 
come from you alone. We, the rest of the 
world, want to be there inside you so that 
We Can root you on and encourage you to 
give us your very best gifts. Tap into and 
refine and explore your talents for your 
own sake, yes—but do it for us, too. w 








MUSICIANS 


Bass player wanted for former front man from 
Disciples of Power. Heart Bechmier’s new prajget 
Dead Man's Train. Must be willing to relocate to 
Medicine Hat. Looking for someone +30. Call 403- 

504-5135. 








Drummer and percussionist required for studio ses- 
sions. May include some live shows. Must be a quick 
study and able to work in a variety of genre with 
multiple artists. Ph: Folker @ 780-757-4928 or david- 
folker@msn.com 





Rock band looking for smokin’ hot lead guitar player. 
Own equipment, transportation and good attitude 6 
must. Call 998-0567 





Drummer/percussionist for caver/onginal band. Hired 
qunns OK. Contact davidfolker@msn.com or call 757- 
4928 





Ex-member of Las Vegas Crypt Keepers looking to 
join a band-all original act with some covers. Lots of 
experience. Call Paul Ellingham 237-8940. 


== he 





SERVICES 


Pilgrims Hospice Helps Grieving Young People: 
weekly sessions. Families, schools and agencies 








artists. Incl: proposal; 10 slides/photos, CV; artist 1S DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
statement. For info Ph Tim 423-2966 is DF CAN HELP! 
> 
Print your ad here... 
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: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides cri- 
sis yj ition, information, counseling and public 
services. We can customize a presenta- 
tion to meet your needs. T: 423-4102/F: 421-8734/E: 
info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 
Line: 423-4121 





Human Rights Facilitator Training / 
www. jhcentre.org, free 8 week training program 
nted by: The John Humphrey Centre for Peace 
g Human Rights and the Human Rights City Project. 
Info: Carrie, 453-2638 / E: carrie@jhcentre.org 


VOLUNTEER 


Pilgrims Hospice seeks musical volunteers to lead 
singyg-tongs and/or to perform for our very forgiving 
day program clients. Tracy: 413-9801 








See your brain in action! Participate in research at 
UofA! Right-handed men, 18-50. Reimbursement 
provided. Call 604-0048 








Research project at UofA seeks right-handed men 
18-50 suffering from SCHIZOPHRENIA. 
Reimbursement provided. Call 604-0048. 





Become a friend to a new Canadian and share a 
life-changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474- 
8554 





Volunteers with educational/professional back- 
ground in psychology/sociology, needed to assist 
workshop facilitators with workshops related to 
psycho-social issues (depression, anger manage- 
ment...) Thu evgs. for 10 wks, or Sat morns. for 5 
wks. NE Edmonton. Erin, 432-1137 ext. 357 

—— 

The City of Edmonton Youth Council (CEYC) is 
recruiting for its 2007-2008 term membership! We 
are looking for youth aged 13-23, residents in the 

City of Edmonton and interested in being involved in 
civic youth issues. www.ceyc.ca, Info: Jennifer 496- 
4938, E: Jennifer Wong@edmonton.ca 








Bea ——— or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! 
Call Big Brother Big Sister today. 424-8181. Do 
you remember someone who believed in you when 

you were a child? Be that person in a child's life 

today. All it takes is one hour a week 





HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative leaders 
who want to learn more about liver health 
Computer designers, health promoters, public 
speakers are welcome, we will provide mentoring 
Ph Melissa 444-1547 


Baking with Seniors. Help female'seniors living in a 
new extended care facility in NE Edmonton with 
baking and other recreation activities. Day or 
evening placements, ay /wk. Erin, 432-1137 ext. 








Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in 


a variety of tasks and with some great fun events 
and outings! Many exciting shifts available! 
Call Judy 424-3545, ext 249 





Canadian Mental Health Association/Board 
Members Required. To learn more about CMHA 
visit: www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca 





Love 7 Come Volunteer at ElderCare 
Edmonton. Help raise funds for programs, meals and 
outings. Call 434-4747, ext. 4 





“Let's Go!" is a program which helps newcomers 
lear about their community and Canadian culture. 
Volunteers needed for the summer months only. 
Lots of Fun! Contact Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 





Walking Coaches. Get fit and have fun walking and 
socializing with a smal! group of adults with devel- 
opmental disabilities. Walking is preceded by sup- 
per/snack together. 5:30-8:30pm every 2nd Fri at 
Westmount Mall. Staff support provided. Erin, 432- 
1137 ext 357 





Volunteer at ElderCare, help with crafts, card 
games and socializing. Edmonton's day programs for 
seniors, Call 434-4747, ext 4 





Volunteer Kitchen Help and Drivers Need for 
Edmonton Meals on Wheels. Varied jobs, flexible 
hours 10am-1pm weekdays. Phone 429-2020 





Scrapbook Social Friend. Help a middle-aged 
woman, who has a developmental disability, with 
her scrapbook interests. Westmount area, 2-3 
hrs/wk, flexible schedule. Erin, 432-1137, ext. 357 





Social Companion for a lonely, disabled senior who 
enjoys horses, gardening, exercise and travelling. 2 
hrs/wk. Downtown location. Erin, 432-1137 ext 357 





Mentors for children/youth living in group care. 2 
hrs/wk, evenings or weekends. Various locations 
Erin, 432-1137 ext 357 





Initiative Ambassadeurs pour la Paix is looking for 
francophone volunteers. Come learn how to present 
interactive workshops on antiracism/cultural diver- 
sity. Karina at (780) 425-4644 ext 9 or 
kezyzewski@naarr.org 





Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 





Cail 468-7070 to donate today—and help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance 





Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 
teers aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk 
youth, drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947, e-m 
osyc@telus.net 








We believe that all children have a right to grow in 

families and schools, and that all adults deserve to 

have real jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and 

help to open the gates to community living in your 
area 





Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out 
with cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 
904-8751 or e-m: foodnotbombsedmonton@hot- 
mail.com 





Tutors needed to assist adults with disabilities learn 
basic reading and writing skills. Training, materials 
port provided. Flexible hrs, 1-2hrs/wk 
ty locations. Erin, 432-1137 ext. 357 














are Edmonton needs volunteers to help with 
aily progra lat assist seniors to remain 
ndent and active in their communities. For a 
e eers can help with 
lunch and co breaks and socialize with clients 
Please call 434-4747 Ext. 4 to volunteer 








Anonymous 
United Church 








@ Healing Arts 
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@ Products for Wellness 
Exhibitor / Vendor Opportunities Call 1-877-560-6830 


Volunteer teachers needed to teach English as a 
second language to newcomers to Canada. 
Orientation and training provided. Meet people from 
all around the world. Jason: jmarkowsky@cci-lex.ca 
or 944-0792 





Volunteers needed to assist new immigrants with 
shopping. Mornings, weekdays. Approx. 2-4 hrs. "On 
Call” position. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 





Have you ever thoughit of volunteering with your 
pet? Pet therapy is a great way to help those in our 
community. Call Deanna at 413-4682 





CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and spe- 
cial events. Call Carmen at 444-1547 





Volunteers, oe working in our dining room at 
Strathcona Place Senior Centre, for more info 
phone Terrie Shaw at 433-5807 





Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors 
Volunteer Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 
732-1221 





Volunteers needed to teach conversational ESL to 
adult immigrants at various library locations. 1-2 
days/week,10-12pm or 1-3pm.(dep. on location) No 
exp. req. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 





ow Body Soul &$ 


@ Numerous Diverse Exhibits @ Spas & Wellness Centres 
@ Speakers & Lectures 
@ Alternative Therapies 


@ Yoga & Fitness 

@ Astrology & Psychics 

@ Personal Development 
and much much more... 


www.BodySoulSpiritE 





ElderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help 
with daily activities such as crafts, card games and 
socializing. For info ph 434-4747, ext. 4 


CNIB is looking for volunteers with vision, 
adults (50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For 
more info call Catherine 453-8304 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 
studies with the Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at UofA. Must be in good health, not be 
taking any medication for mental health issues, and 
not abuse drugs or alcohol. Ph 407-3775/407-3221 











The Brain Neurol oa Research Program at UofA 
seeks individuals who may be suffering from 
(ON to be involved in a research study. 
Must be in good health, and not abuse drugs or 
alcohol. Ph 407-3221 for more info 





Love Bingo? Volunteer for ElderCare Edmonton. 
Bingo volunteers needed to help raise funds for pro- 
grams. Ph. 434-4747, ext. 4 





Volunteers needed to teach English to adult immi- 
grants. Daytime, weekdays,or evenings for 2-3 
hrs/session, approx. 1-2 times a week. Call Judy 
424-3545, ext. 249 





The Sexual Assault Contre of Edmonton needs 
volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 
For information ph 423-4102 





DO YOU HAVE MODERATE ASTHMA? You may 
be eligible to take part in a study examining the 
effects of fragrances on asthma. 435-9028 x 
230/jevans@toxcon.com 





Help to broadcast news for blind and print- 
restricted Edmontonians. Email: edmonton@voice- 
printcanada.com, or call 451-8331 





Volunteer needed to help with telephone calls and 

some filing. 1-2 days/week. Flexible hours. No exp. 

req. Must have pleasant phone voice and manner- 
isms. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 





Overwhelmed? In a tough spot? Talk to us! No- 
Fee Walk-In counselling 482-INFO (4636) The 
Support Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 





Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? 
Help find a cure. Volunteers are required for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 
Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 780- 
447-1451; e-mail: events@afdr.ab.ca; 
www.atdr.ab.ca 





YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. 
http://auction,edmonton24hourrelay.com 
DONATE ITEMS, BID, HAVE A GREAT TIME. Carmen 
429-0136, ext. 233 





Volunteer for a more just society for immi- 
grants and refugees. 
www.multiculturalcoalition.ca or call Janina 423- 





SEEKING musicians, literary and visual artists 

for the U of A Hospital’s Artist on the Wards yol- 

unteer program. Must have formal experience/train- 

ing and be able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk for 6 consecu- 

tive months. For information or to. book an interview, 
please call 407-8428 





Volunteer for Canadian Mental Health contact 
CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check www.cmha- 
edmonton.ab.ca 





ESL Tutors urgently needed. Call PALS, 424- 
5514. Help someone learn English as a second lan- 
guage. Training materials provided 





If you would like to reconnect with your volunteer 
cooperation agency, or are looking to connect with 
other returned volunteers visit www.volcall.org 





WECAN FOOD BASKET SOCIETY seeks volun- 


Had Enough? 


Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715. 
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pirit Expo 
APR 11-13 > 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTR 


-— 


teers in the Westview Village neighbourhood. 
"Ph (0) 419-4828 wiewswecantoud com 





YEAR ROUND ON-LINE for Alberta 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 


E.C.A.W.A.R. (EDMONTON COALITION 
AGAINST WAR AND RACISM) Volunteers wel- 
come. WA eas Rey for info/contacts, Ph 








The Sexual Assault Contre of Edmonton is in 
need of volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour 
Crisis Line. Hours are self-determined, you can work 
from your own home. Ph 423-4102 





ESL Tutors needed! Call PALS. at 424- 
5514 to help someone learn English as a Second 
Language. Training and materials are provided 





A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Communities: Questions about AHC philosophy & —— 
programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.a4he.ca 





Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
International: human rights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, prevention, 
care. www.cciorg.ca 


VOLUNTEER TUTORS NEEDED! Can you read 
this? Many can’t! Become a Tutor and share the gift 
of reading. Call PA.LS. at 424-5514 to help change 

4 life through literacy. Training and materials are 

provided, 








Youth Volunteers needed; Edmonton John Howard 
Society, Fall Carnival on Sat, Nov. 24. Children's carni- 
val at McDougall School, 10930-107 St. Info at 
www.johnhoward.org 





Canadian Diabetes Association seek young adults 
ages 18-29 years who are affected by diabetes to 
share their stories with the media through 
Nov—Diabetes Awareness Month. Ph Heather 
Masters at 403-266-0620 ext 102 or e-mail: 
heather.masters@diabetes.ca for info 











Public Outreach is lor 






xpo.com 








FUNDRAISING FOR 
GREENPEACE 


for socially conscious individu- 
als to engage in fundraising on behalf of Greenpeace. We | 
need canvassers to spread green awareness about protect- 
ing the planet's resources, to discuss pressing environmen- | 
tal issues, and to ask people to join as monthly members. 
Door-to-door campaigning is a grassroots way of reaching 
Edmonton communities to speak out against environmental 
abuses. We are working for the greater good and offering 
_ paid outreach positions. 


$14/hr, guaranteed wage, no commission 
Contact Tristan at 


recruitment@publicoutreach.ca 


or phone 780-436-9896 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 


Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 


100378 - 82 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB T6E 122 


Or 


WORKSHOP - DEC. 8 


SPONSORED BY THE ALBERTA SOCIETY OF ARTIS): 
PART 1 (9 AM - 10:15 AM) 


| 
LECTURE BY RAULFREEMAN ABDUT HIS ARTWORK | 
| 
| 


1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com 



















PART I (10:30 AM - 4 PM) 


WORKSHOP ON LANOSCAPE PAINTING BY AMANDA 0'CON\: 
COST: asa MEMBERS - $20 
NON-MEMBERS - $40 | 
(REGISTRATION REQ. BY DECEMBER 3, 2007) 


9AM TO 4PM 
HARCOURT HOUSE ART CENTRE | 
10211-112ST. EDMONTON 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: | 
CWCARSONG@ARTISTS-SOCIETY.AB.CA — 
PH: 426-0072 © FAX:420-0944 — 






































SEX X.COLUMN 


partite! That's 
means we don't 
it circumcision which, real- 
people, some perceptive 
pe, wes watching Delicatessen the other 
nt, you know, the French surreal horror- 
medy about the boarding-house keeper 
ino keeps the meat-locker stocked the 
e way Mrs | Lovett got her mince for pies 
Sweeney Todd, my all-time favourite 
iece of musical theater? So | was watch- 

that and as the evil proprietor was 
g on Granny with his cleaver | sud- 
enly remembered that at least one of you 
id called me a butcher, of all things, over 
» circumcision issue. If | weren't laughing 
» hard at the image of my husband, myself 
nd the sweet, rather distracted grey- 









SEX TRADE WORKERS 


‘Abra...will blow you...away! 
40 yrs. 40 DD, fun & full figured 
Ph: 953 2613 


Uc: 7314195-001 




















Monique, 32, French 
mysterious, aman in te body, very busty. 





Jackie James—Descrete and upscale 
Attractive petite ener, ae aited Ibs; 
mature gentlemen only; Edmt southside; 

on Ph: 780-887-4989 


bearded mohel in his greasy black hat 
advancing on our helpless babe with a 
gleaming cleaver, | might be offended. 

We did it, more or less, for tradition’s 


sake and to help our son connect with his 


own ancestry and history, and to keép_ 
him from having to be burdened with the 
only foreskin at Jew Camp, when we get 
there. And that’s enough of that. Here are 
some recent responses to the homopho- 
bia columns: 


| believe homophobia is rooted in some 
baser instincts among animals—as you 
said, we are wired to notice differences, 
we then perceive (or install) hierarchy—as 
a self-esteem mechanism, but, even more 
primordially, as a method of establishing 
some basis of feeling one's superiority as a 
potential mate. As animals we seek, by 
instinct, someone to feel we are superior 
to, sO we can enhance our perception of 
our own viability among competitors. The 
next step is to communicate that notion to 


FEMALES NEEDEDII! Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website is 
currently looking for young attractive He 

Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474- 





Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 36C-26-36; 25 
yrs; tight, toned, tanned; fap fun; call for availabil- 
ity; 96! 


Amber: Outgoing redhead; just 18; brand new to the 
industry, 341 2682. say) eaten ee call for avail- 
ability; 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; ve 
busty; 23; ask her about special; call for availability; 


ERECT EL I 


Pamper; no rush service; a delicate oriental gem; call 


Li Psy 


others—potential mates and potential 
competitors. From that gesture we create 
culture in our tribes. Although we love to 
believe today that (for example) sending an 
email to a writer proves our sophistication, 
it has not been that long since we were 
clubbing each other over the head for food. 


Yeah, sorta maybe. Although I'm convinced 
that human culture is founded on both our 
need and our capacity to tell us from them 
(what do you think circumcision was for, 
anyway? Isn't just a primal version of 
“shirts versus skins?”) for both good and, 
increasingly, ill, really nothing in it for a 
male animal who gets all puffed up and 
furious over the mere existence of another 
male who presents no threat. What a 
waste of energy. I'm not quite seeing 
homophobia as a mating strategy. But 
interesting, and thanks. Next we have: 


My theory is that it is all about warfare. 
Sound crazy ? Let me explain: Long ago, 







441-1330. 
Mae-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; great body; loves to 


for availability; 965-4968. 





MEET LOCALS TONIGHT! 
Try NIGHTLINE for free. 
col 780-665-6565, 18+ 
















Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 





FLIARANTE ED! 


SIGN UP FOR FREE & Ger LuckyY TONIGHT! 


—— 


Dy 






there were probably different regions at 
war with each other. One of them needed 
to demonize the other in some way like 
warring parties do. Perhaps one of the cul- 
tures was strictly heterosexual and the 
other not. Thus, the hetero culture rulers 
locked on this as a thing to demonize. The 
winner of the war appears to have been 
the hetero side—maybe explaining the 
heavy homophobia of history. 

Even more of a war-related reason is 
the necessity of military secrecy. Without 
the serious taboo there would be spies lit- 
erally sucking the military secrets out of 
people all over the place (pun intended) 

Another reason is possibly a smart 
political tactical maneuver by rulers. | am 
going to assume that persons who think 
independently are more likely to deviate 
from sexual norms. These independent 
thinkers are also most likely the biggest 
threat to a controlling ruling entity. What 
better than to isolate these troublemakers 
by sexual taboos? 
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eally, really poor theories about the roots of homophobia 


Not a chance in hell, but thanks for writing? 
Have you ever heard of Occam's razor? 


OK, more seriously, there are dozens of the- 

Ofies attempting to explain homophobia (or, 

more accurately, heterosexism). most of 

which make more sense than the above but 
fone of which will ever be definitive, both 
because different people and different peo- 
ples hate for different reasons and because 
some pervasive human beliefs are so old 
they are lost in preliterate prehistory, Basic 
cally, though, it's going to be some mixture 
of societal discomfort with sexuality in 
general (heterosexual intercourse being 
excusable what with the carrying on of the 
species thing), sexism, and the need to 
keep categories neatly sorted and distinc- 
tions distinct. | don’t think it’s hard to 
understand where homophobia might come 
from, it’s why we can't make it go back 
there that's bothering me. 

LOVE, ANDREA 


ry : 
Calgary 403- 313- 3alt: : 
Other cities 1- 877-834- 4044 : 
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Try us FREE: code 2315 


TERSON GES 


GrajeVine. 


Edmonton 


780- 665-0808 


MORE MEN 4 MEN. 
780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min$24°) 








x u =900-451-3333 


$25/30min 





Try Cruiseline Text for free. 
Text “xtra” to SFREE - woww.crutseline.ca 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial tor MEW: 
702.2223 
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AW 
| | Galeria acrylic set FX 
| | 10 60-ml tubes of acrylic point. WK16 
Bead set Assorted beads ond threads c | Tube of 24 coloured pencils | a acrylic set icy. <<) 
BY6269, BY6276, BY6280 Picture frame in real wood [W007B 12 paintbrushes for decorative painting DP12 SCC24 6 200m swdes. 172020 


Prices are valid until December 31, 2007, for as long as quantities last, In Edmonton store only. 


>= ; a 
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a Offer valid until December 2, 2007. .. regular e at the 
i Di 


eSerres Store in Edmonton only. Limit of one 





i coupon per transaction, photocopies and 

facsimiles will not be accepted. This offer cannot be 

TT. applied to grand opening priced product or any other promotion, 
or used to purchase gift cards, special orders, or custom framing. 
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NEWS: AIDS / 7 | FILM: ROCKET SCIENCE / 33 | MUSIC: BASSNECTAR / 33 
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Break out the bubbly, _ 





Get your first 6 months of 





ORIZED 


‘Edmonton Wireless 
11815 104th Ave. 


Save On Telecom 
10603 107th Ave. 


WEST END _ 





Communications Gro, 
10620 178th St. 


Edmonton Celular 
14903 118th Ave. 


Johnson Wireless 
100 - 10429 178th Ss: 


Save On Telecom 
11150 148th St 
17543 100th Ave 


TAC Mobility 
9935 170th St. 


Wireless Technology 
17808 Stony Plain Ra 


“NORTH 


Altin Mobility 
9624 165th Ave. 
13034 50th St. 


Custom Cellular 
12714 137th Avo 


Mobility Central 
5 - 14220 Yellowhead Ts! 


SO 
Alberta Mike 
3424 99th St. 


‘Communications Grour 
5926 99th St. 


Custom Cellular 
1916 99th St. 
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They’ve been to the outback, the 
backcountry, the bush, the ballet, camping, 
hiking, trekking, paddling, dancing, drinking, 
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pound, Motown. They've 
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@ blocks. And they're just 

getting started. 
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to save lives. 
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today! 
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ON THE COVER 


BITCHSLAPI / 25 


“There's a fascinating correlatio,, 
between Trevor Schmidt and Bette Day. 

and-Darrin Hagen and Joan Collins 
Bette Davis called herself an actress 
whereas Joan Collins was a movie sta, 
Trevor is a very well-respected actor ji, 
this town, where | was a drag queen wi 
got famous and then started to act." 
Darrin Hagen, Bitchslap!, on how role 
were divided. 


NEWS 


AIDS /7 

“When a woman comes in here, and she 
HIV positive and she has two kids, ang 
she’s in an abusive relationship, | refer he 
to one of the women’s:shelters. | refer he 
to other social service organizations, «, 
it's that entire safety net that's sort os 
struggling.” —Debra Jakubec, 4) 
Edmonton, on the pressures community 
service organizations are feeling from the 
boom. 


FILM 


ROCKET SCIENCE / 33 


"But while Rocket Science lacks the wit 
and idiosyncracy of Allen’s and Anderson's 
best, and the cutting satirical thrust of 
Election, it should pick up a few trophie 
for some smaller accomplishments, espe 
cially Best Portrait of Painful 
Awkwardness in a High School Film.'— 
Brian Gibson, critic 


BASSNECTAR / 39 


“All these things keep the citizenry of a 
culture sedated, and content enough to 
not rise up and protest atrocities like to 

ture, genocide, war, treason, mass deceit 
theft of the national treasury, etc.” — 
Lorin Ashton, aka Bassnectar, on 
American consumer culture. 
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www.parkplacecommunities.com 


q \NCIPAL & i A quickly growing number of hip, successful, enlightened home 
PR * H buyers are opting out of 'BIG' and into ‘compact’ for all sorts of 
INTER! 4 g00d reasons: "We'd rather put our money into living our dream 
cannot \ than being slaves to a mega-mortgage"; "| just lock my condo door 
s¢ specified 5 and take off on vacation, security's barely an issue": "Our condo 
er andis 0) ah Wise & consumes much less energy which is better for the planet and 

\imited Ee count offers ne ae Saves US a bundle"; "With a house, we couldn't have afforded all 
7 with any © een these upgrades"; "Instead of filling endless rooms with mediocre 
RE ais furniture we were able to buy quality"; "It's way easier to clean!" 
noes ene” Come see why SMALL IS THE NEW BIG. 





Call or visit a Park Place Communities sales centre to learn more 
on how we can put you into your dream home today, at a price you 
can live with. Open Monday to Thursday 2pm — 7pm and Weekends 
Holidays 12pm — 5pm. For more information call Mare 721-8970 
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Junking school junk food 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
year after a similar motion failed, on Nov 27 the Edmonton public 
A=: board voted unanimously to support a motion brought forward 
by trustee Dave Colburn to eliminate the sale of junk food in the city’s 
197 public schools. 

It's a move that will be cheered by health practitioners and most parents, 
booed by many students and, no doubt, challenged by corporations and vending 
machine companies that are making a pretty penny off of sales to such a lucra- 
tive and captive market while building all-important brand loyalty in children. 

Anyone who has visited a mall lately can’t help but be aware of the epidem- 
ic of obesity in our society. According to Capital Health, the number of over- 
weight children in Canada has tripled, to the point where one in four Canadian 
children are now overweight. And, not surprisingly, overweight children tend to 
become overweight adults. The Calgary Health Authority estimates that 40 per 
cent of obese children and 70 per cent of obese youth will be obese as adults. 

While junk food is just one piece in the obesity puzzle, there are many other 
compelling reasons to support removing chips and pop from school hallways. 
Many have pointed to the hypocrisy of teaching the importance of healthy 

dietary choices to students while pedaling, and benefiting financially, from junk 
food sales, and there are studies that indicate a strong correlation between 
healthier diets and improved academic performance. 

But perhaps the best rationale for the ban is that it is a first step in de-corpo- 
ratizing our schools. Whether intended or not, schools as public institutions 
confer a legitimacy on corporations such as Coke—which has been charged 
with everything from complicity in the murder of trade unionists in Columbia to 
seriously depleting water levels in rural India—by allowing them in schools. 
The creep of corporations into public schools in North America has become 
insidious, going beyond vending machines and gym scoreboards (which are 
bad enough) to reach in some cases into curriculum and textbooks. 

As public institutions, schools should be focused on educating the next gener- 
ation of citizens, not consumers. This includes education in critical thinking and 
the pressing need to challenge the power and negative practices of corpora- 
tions—something that is hard to do when schools are offering their walls as bill- 
boards and their halls as marketplaces for some of those same companies. W 


Issue No 626 / Oct 18 - Oct 24, 2007 / Available at over 1,400 locations 


WUEWEEKLY 


10303 - 108 Street, Edmonton, AB TSJ 1L7 
T: 780.426.1996 / F: 780.426.2889 / E: office@vueweekly.com / W: www.vueweekly.com 


Vue Weekly is available 


EDITOR AND PUBLISHER RON GARTH / ron@vueweeldy.com 
free of charge at well 


News EDITOR SCOTT HARRIS / seutt@vueweekdy.com over 1,400 locations 

ants / ium epiror DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com throughout Edmonton 

ee EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com We are funded solely 

MUSIC EDITOR through the support of 

DISH EDITOR CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christopher@vueweekly.com our advertisers. Vue 

2 Weekly is a division of 

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE EDITOR JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@vueweekly.com 783783 Alberta Ltd. and 


ASSOCIATE music corron BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com puntenee every 
PRODUCTION MANAGER LYLE BELL / lyle@vueweekly.com ne 

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT MICHAEL SIEK / mike@vueweekly.com Me ects px ane 

- ree of charge through- 

tavouT / DESIGN CHRIS BOSCHMAN / boschman@vueweekdy.com out Greater Edmonton 

and Northern Alberta, 

imited to one co r 

usTINGS GLENYS SWITZER / glenys@vueweekly.com reader Vile, Woeky 

LOCAL ADVERTISING 426.1996 / advertising@vueweekly.com may be distributed only 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 426.1906 / classifieds @vueweeklyco A al 

ASSAD Eee aos 4 a authorized independent 

NATIONAL ADVERTISING DPS MEDIA / 416.413.9281 panes and 

aan : employees. No person 

SALES AND MARKETING MANAGER ROB LIGHTFOOT / rob @vueweekly.com may, without prior writ- 

ADMINISTRATION //DISTRIBUTION MIKE GARTH / michael@vueweekty.com ten permission of Vue 

ADMINISTRATION / PROMOTIONS AARON GETZ / admin@vueweekly.com Weakly, take more than 

= on one copy of each We 
Weekly issue. 

COVER ILLUSTRATION RAYMOND BIESINGER / fifteen.ca Canada Post Publica- 
CONTRIBUTORS Sheri Barelay, Paal Blinov, Josef Braun, tions Mail Agreement 


Joel Kelly, Jan Hestyn, Connie Howard, Ted Kerr Bill Moore-Kilgannon, Omar Mouallem, Andrea 
Nemersoa, Carolyn Nakodym, Stephen Notley, Mary Christa O'Keefe, Roland Pemberton, TB 
Playet Bob Prodor, Bill Radford, Rick Reid, Steven Sandor Murray Sinclait, Jay Smith, Dave 


PRINTING 
DISTRIBUTION 


THE EDMONTON SUN 
Marty Anderson, Alan Ching, 


Bob Riley, Wally Yanish, Clark Distribution, Beverly Phillips, Aaron Getz 


No. 4002298! 


if undeliverable, retum to: 


Edm, AB T5J 1L7 


Audit Bureau of Greulations 
Member 


Make 
n | 


=|LETTERS 


SHE'S A WELL, WELL, WELL FAN! 


| realize that those of us who appreciate 
Connie Howard's time spent in research 
and writing often don’t take time to 
voice our support. | read her Well, Well, 
Well column every week and even if the 
subject is not particularly applicable | 
feel encouraged that there is someone 
out there who is paying attention and 
voicing the concerns that so desperately 
need to be voiced. My own daughter 
struggles with health issues unrelated to 
upbringing but very much related to 
genetics and environment. If we would 
pay more attention to these individuals 
and recognize them as the “canary in the 
mine” we might save ourselves some 
immediate and future grief. 

As a counsellor | also recognize the 
need for this information. We cannot 
compartmentalize emotional struggles 
without paying attention to the physical 
and environmental factors that play a 
part. When we deal with a person's 
issues in a holistic way we see much 
greater “success” in the healing of the 
emotional and spiritual. 

Thank you Connie for the energy and 
time you dedicate to this worthy work. 


DEBBIE BERG 
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| have $300000.2 
with your name on it 


HIM, NOT SO MUCH... 


Connie Howard, you and your editors 
owe Vue Weekly readers an apology for 
your Nov 22 column (“Epigenetics 
reveals the light switch on our genes,” 
Nov 22 - Nov 28, 2007). What you owe 
an apology for is not your explanation of 
epigenetics; though it may not necessat- 
ily be the best explanation, it is an inter- 
pretation easy for ordinary, everyday folk 
to digest and use as a basis to seek out 
further, more specialized information. 
No, what you owe an apology for is your 
touting of scientifically unproven and 
dangerous “alternative medicines.” 


Alternative medicines such as- 


acupuncture, chiropractic and homeopa- 
thy consistently and continuously fail 
proper scientific testing, and practition- 
ers of alternative medicines are repeat- 
edly revealed as quacks (or just plain 
delusional). Whenever these arts are 
scrutinized via the scientific method they 
produce no results of real merit. 

The “placebo effect,” a real, scientifi- 
cally studied phenomena, is what makes 
these alternative treatments “work.” Itis 
proven that the power of suggestion can 
treat symptoms and sometimes even 
minor illness. But practitioners of 
acupuncture and other forms of illegiti- 
mate and unproven treatment still insist 
that their practice is “real,” and use that 
to con hard-working citizens out of their 
money, But the power of suggestion can- 
not cure major ills, and when people turn 
to alternative medicine in place of real, 


this go away and 





scientifically proven medicine, they risk 
serious medical complications that the 
absence of real treatment can incur. 
Countless resources, such as the 
websites quackwatch.org and randi.org, 
are available to make people aware of 
the dangers of alternative medicines, old 
wives’ tales, and other such supernatu- 
tal silliness that have no place in the 
modern treatment of illness. To lend 
credibility to these scams and superst'- 
tions that have no ground in science is to 
insult every credible medical profession- 
al and scientist. To validate alternative 
medicine is to feed misinformation. 


CARLOS ALEXANDRE 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail Vue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email (let 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference 's 
given to feedback about articles in we 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 


CORRECTION 


Last week's article on the First Annual 
Wild Rose Challenge (“Forget Betty and 
Veronica, it’s feminism on roller skates, 
Nov 22 - Nov 28, 2007) incorrectly stated 
that the event was a competition 
between the three roller derby leagues 
in Alberta. The event involved only two 
of the three leagues in the province. 
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mized around the globe 
but this year Albertans 


a junity-based HIV/AIDS 
ak in the province are sounding 
the alarm about staff shortages in that 


Debra Jakubec, who works on the 
front lines of one of these community- 
pased services as the executive direc- 
tor of HIV Edmonton, said the staffing 

comes at a time when the 
need fer personnel is crucial. In 2006, 
there were 218 new infections in 
alberta in contrast to previous years 
where the number hovered between 
170 and 180 new infections. . 

Jakubec said HIV Edmonton has 
been stretching itself thin trying to 


Edmonton has the highest rate of new 
infections in the province, represent- 
ing 47.7 per cent in 2006. 

"We seeincreasing amounts of peo- 
ple coming through the door. Whether 
they're living with HIV or just at risk, 
they're coming through the door and 
they're here,” Jakubec said. 

HIV Edmonton is part of the Alberta 
Community Council on HIV (ACCH), 
an umbrella organization representing 
13 community-based HIV/AIDS pro- 
grams across the province. This 
month, ACCH joined the Who Cares? 
Alberta campaign to highlight the sim- 
ilar challenges faced by community 
service organizations across the 
province. 

"All social services agencies rely on 
each other,” Jakubec said. “When a 
woman comes in here, and she’s HIV 
positive and she has two kids, and 
she’s in an abusive relationship, | refer 


JAY SMITH / jay@vueweekly.com 

f is is a fundamental issue of 
accountability and transparen- 
cy,” says Bill Moore-Kilgannon 
of Public Interest Alberta. “Denying that 
this money wasn’t committed to more 
childcare spaces is an accountability 

and transparency problem.” 

“This money” is $25.9 million dol- 
lars that the federal government allo- 
cated to the Alberta government this 
year to increase the number of child- 
Care spaces in the province. 

Public Interest Alberta charges that 
the money, which they have con- 
firmed was received by the provincial 
government over the summertime, 


= © CLEARLY LAS 


_provide services, especially since 


2 HIV / AIDS 


her to one of the women’s shelters. I 
refer her to other social service organ- 
izations, so it’s that entire safety net 
that’s sort of struggling. So if | refer 
that woman to the shelter and it’s full, 
where does she go?” 


JOHN TUCKWELL, from Alberta Health 


and Wellness communications, 
explained that the government pro- 
vides funding directly to ACCH, in 
addition to its array of publications 
and public health information on 
HIV/AIDS. 

“We do a lot of programming 
around that, mostly through health 
regions and those community-based 
organizations,” Tuckwell said. 

Early in November, the Government 
of Alberta announced a $26.1 million 
funding boost to social agencies, but 
Jakubec said the funding falls short, 
especially as Alberta's robust econo- 
my is driving up the cost of living and 
the need for‘more competitive wages. 

"We recently have seen a little bit 
more money from the province so 
we're lucky. But of course, we're still 
struggling,” Jakubec said. “Social serv- 
ice agencies were cut in the past, and 
now with increasing costs—and just 
the economy—it's harder to keep staff 
because other places are paying more, 
and they have an easier time paying 
more because they're profit-based.” 

HIV Edmonton has 2.5 counsellors 
that work one-on-one with clients. 
However, Jakubec explained that the 
turnover rate has been rising over the 
past two years. She said that some 
workers get burned out and seek less 


2 CHILDCARE 


was not earmarked for increasing 
childcare spaces in Alberta. 

Rather, Moore-Kilgannon says, 
after consulting with senior govern- 
ment officials, “the more we looked 
into it, the more confident we felt that 


it was just going into general rev- 


enues.” 

For the uninitiated, the extent to 
which the issue of childcare funding 
resembles an elaborate shell gaine is 
shocking. 

During the last election, the feder- 





Bob Prodor 


challenging positions, while others 
quit in favour of positions with more 
competitive wages. 

"Passion is great, but it doesn’t 
always pay the bills. It's kind of a com- 
bination of trying to keep people 
longer and pay them better. But, you 
know, programs don’t run without 
quality people,” Jakubec said, adding 
that the loss of staff is taking its toll on 
those people who seek counseling. 

“With our clients, what that means 
is they have to retell their story, over 
and over again as we get new staff in, 
which can be traumatic,” Jakubec said. 


THE HIGH TURNOVER RATE is also 
straining the organization, as it strug- 
gles to balance staff training without 
taking away from the services they 
provide. 

“A lot of people know very little 
about HIV/AIDS so it takes time to 
learn that,” Jakubec said. 


She explained that training includes — 


more than simply relaying facts about 
the virus, but learning how to deal 
with the variety of people infected. 
The spectrum is wide, including—but 


al government committed to putting ° 


$250 million into creating more 
childcare spaces. This money wasn’t 
just culled from general revenues, 
though. Remember that “beer and 
popcorn” money that Harper offered 
in lieu of a national day care plan? 
That $100 a month is taxable 
income; the promised $250 million 
was the same money that had been 
clawed back in taxes. 

Meanwhile, our provincial govern- 
ment announced that, federal monies 
aside, it had actually increased the 
funding available for childcare in this 
year’s budget 

“If you look at last year’s budget,” 


certainly not limited to—members of 
the gay and lesbian community, new 
immigrants, Aboriginal people, and 
drug users. 

“You're talking about taboo topics 
like sex and drug use, so that can 
make it a little more challenging,” 
Jakubec said. “We also know that 
there's an increasing amount of HIV 
positive people coming here from 
other countries. So we have clients, 
for example, that are only French- 
speaking, possibly originally emigrat- 
€d to Montréal but have now moved to 
Alberta for work.” 

According to the Public Health 
Agency of Canada, 7.7 per cent of new 
positive HIV tests in Canada in 2005 
were attributed to individuals from 
HIV-endemic countries. 

Jakubec estimated that there's 
between three and four thousand peo- 
ple currently living in Alberta with 
HIV/AIDS. However, she said it’s diffi- 
cult to pinpoint a specific number. 

“There's always that large group of 
people that don’t know and don't get 
tested because they didn’t think they 
put themselves at risk,” Jakubec said. 
“You could be asymptomatic, which 
means showing no symptoms, for a 
decade and sometimes longer. 

“People often think they're in a 
monogamous relationship, and possi- 
bly they aren't. Or maybe you're dat- 
ing someone who in the past or cur- 
rently is using injection drugs and you 
might not know,” Jakubec said, adding 
that HIV Edmonton offers to go along 
with people to take-a test or get their 
results if they are nervous. 


APPROXIMATELY ss ooo people were 


living with HIV/AIDS in Canada at the 
end of 2005, according to the Public 


explains Moore-Kilgannon, “$147 mil 
lion was budgeted for childcare. The 
provincial government received $70 
million from the previous federal gov- 
ernment when they signed onto the 
national childcare deal. But the gov- 
ernment only used $118 million on 
childcare last year.” 

The government attributes this 
under-spending to less participation 
than anticipated in Kin Care (a joy- 
ously promoted daycare-substitute 
where one’s extended family can 
receive payment for watching one's 
children) and fewer applicants for 
childcare subsidies than anticipated 

“This is the most hilarious thing: 


INTRODUCING 
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Health Agency of Canada. That num- 
ber represents a 16 per cent increase 
from the 2002 estimate. Tuckwell 
acknowledged that the rise of new 
Cases of HIV in Alberta is particularly 
concerning because it’s coupled with 
an increase of other infections 

“This is true, certainly not only for 
HIV, but for a number of sexually 
transmitted diseases here in the 
province,” Tuckwell said. “We're in the 
middle of an outbreak of syphilis, so 
there has been what one would say is 
an alarming increase.” j 

In 2005 there were 146 cases of 
syphilis in Alberta, but that number 
jumped to 218 in 2006. The outbreak is 
concentrated in Edmonton, with 55 
per cent of the cases. Jakubec 
explained that syphilis makes the body 
more susceptible to HIV. 

"First of all, if you have syphilis, we 
know that that person practices 
unsafe sex. And when you have 
syphilis, especially the way women 
are built, you can have large ulcers 
inside the vaginal wall and they might 
not know because they might not 
Cause pain. So you have a direct open- 
ing for the virus to get in,” she said 

Despite the increase in both new 
syphilis and HIV cases in Alberta 
recently, Jakubec said it might not nec- 
essarily be because more people in 
our province are putting themselves at 
risk. Instead, it might be because of 
our health care coverage 

“Increasingly we see more people 
coming to Alberta because of our good 
drug coverage,” Jakubec said. “In 
some provinces you have to pay a per- 
centage, or some of the newer HIV 
drugs are not approved, but in Alberta 
they're very good at supplying HIV 
medications to people.” w 


Childcare funds misdirected by province: advocacy group 


on budget day they had the audacity 
to say that they were increasing the 
budget by $16 million for childcare 
Last year we spent $118 million, but 
this year we're budgeting $136 mil- 
lion ... but it’s a shell game, they're 
not actually budgeting more, they're 
budgeting less. 

“So this is a double whammy for 
childcare: the money from the federal 
government last year wasn’t spent on 
childcare, and this year more money 
from the feds isn’t going to be spent 
on creating more childcare spaces.” 
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‘CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 
SHARON LOPATKA, spokesperson for 


Alberta Children’s Services, denies 
that the $25.9 million in funding for 
this year was misdirected. She points 
to the fact that the budget for child- 
care has increased from $79 million in 
2003-04 to $134 million in 2007-08, 
which includes the contested monies 
from the federal government. 

When asked why the government 
would budget less on childcare after 
receiving $25.9 million in extra funds, 
Lopatka says that “when we make our 
budgets, what we do is think about 
the programs and services we are 
going to need.” Despite the fact that 
wait lists for day cares in the province 
are commonly around two years, 
Lopatka maintains that though this 
year’s budget “is less than last year ... 
that is what is going to be needed in 
programs and services.” 

What difference does having acces- 
sible childcare make? Take, for 


starters, that Alberta spends less on 
childcare than any other Canadian 
province. 

And according to the Childcare 
Resource and Research Unit, based at 
the University of Toronto, Alberta has 
a greater percentage of stay-at-home 
mothers than anywhere else in Cana- 
da. Only 59 per cent of mothers 
whose youngest child is under the age 
of three participate in the workforce. 
The national average is 66 per cent, 
with PEI topping the list with 78 per 
cent. The numbers increase as the 
youngest child ages: of Alberta 
women with their youngest child 
between the age of three and five, 71 
per cent participate in the workforce, 
compared to a national average of 75 
per cent and 82 per cent in PEI. 

Others studies that consistently link 
accessible childcare to participation of 
women in the workforce, lower 
income disparities between the sexes, 
and even fertility rates. 

The prevalence of conservatism in 
Alberta—both of the fiscal and social 
varieties—may explain why both our 


provincial and federal governments 
seem to put so much effort into 
undermining the availability of quali- 
ty childcare. i 

"There's always this dynamic ten- 
sion within the Conservative party,” 
says Moore-Kilgannon. “For a big 
part of Conservative supporters, 
there's a conception of the family [in 
which] the women is meant to stay 
home and look after the kids. Provid- 
ing quality childcare somehow under- 
mines the traditional role of a 
woman. The other side of the Conser- 
vatives is the fiscal side, particularly 
with our incredible labour shortage. 
They see the lack of access to child- 
care a huge barrier for women to 
enter the workforce.” 

According to Moore-Kilgannon, 
however, the argument for quality 
childcare isn’t just fiscal. “Access to 
childcare is crucial for developing the 
full potential of all Albertan children. 
And it’s crucial for young parents, so 
they can go to school. The implica- 
tions of good quality childcare [result 
in] benefits for all of society.” v 
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All we want for Christmas 


BILL MOORE-KILGANNON / pialberta.org 

It's the start of December and the store 
windows are full of Christmas displays of 
the latest fashions and fancy new toys 
and electronics. People are out doing 
their shopping and gearing up for the 
month of over indulging on good food and 
spirits. Yet far too many families in 
wealthy Alberta are not out shopping for 
presents, they are busy working extra 
hours to help pay the rent and hoping 
they do not need to make an end-of-the- 
month trek to the food bank. 

The challenge to pay the rent and feed 
the kids is not just a story of a few unlucky 
people in Alberta, it is a story of a rich 
province that has failed to see how a com- 
prehensive plan for investing in people can 
benefit not only those struggling to make 
ends meet, but everyone who lives here. 

In 1989 all political parties in Canada’s 
parliament made the commitment to elimi- 
nate child and family poverty by the year 
2000. Campaign 2000, a coalition of over 
120 organizations just released their Nation- 
al Report Card this past week, and revealed 
that 11.7 per cent of children across Canada 
(788 000 in total) are living below the Statis- 
tics Canada low income cut-off (LICO) after 
taxes, the same as in 1989. 

Here in Alberta we have 64 000 children 
(one out of every 12 children) who live in 
families with income below the LICO. What 
is shocking is that 49 per cent of these chil- 
dren live in families with a parent working 
full-time, year round. How can this be in 
such a wealthy province that has just 
boasted that we will have another whop- 
ping surplus of $4 billion dollars? 

Public Interest Alberta recently bought 
detailed data from Statistics Canada that 
shows that 21.9 per cent (343 400) of all 
employed Albertans are earning less than 
$12 an hour. And no, these are not all 15 
year-olds tying to make a few bucks to 
buy an iPod, Fifty-two per cent (177 600) 
of these people are over 24 years of age. 
It is also important to note that 64 per 
cent (219 600) of these low-wage work- 
ers are women, many of whom are work- 
ing in vitally important care professions 
such as childcare, seniors care and social 
services, 

When we released these figures to the 
media this week, the response from the 
Alberta Government officials was to deny 
there is a problem by saying that Alber- 
ta’s average wage keeps going up. Well, 
as former Conservative Party leader 
Robert Stanfield once said, “If we aver- 
age out the temperatures in Canada we 
could do away with winter.” When you go 
beyond the government spin and examine 
the statistics you see that the top 10 per 
cent of earners are doing very well but 
the families who are in the bottom third 
of the income scale are lucky if they have 
been keeping pace with inflation. 


THE GOOD NEWS is that there are many 
solutions to this issue and some govern- 
ments are making real commitments and 
taking action. For example, the government 
of Newfoundland and Labrador has devel- 
oped, in consultation with its community 
and business partners, a comprehensive 


poverty-reduction strategy. Danny Williams 
is certainly no socialist, but he does seem 
to understand that to build a strong and 
prosperous society, everyone needs to ben- 
efit from its economic growth. 

So let's challenge the federal, provincia! 
and municipal governments to set concrete 
goals and a real plan of action to eliminate 
poverty in Alberta. Instead of cutting corpo. 
rate taxes yet again or the GST another 
penny (a tax cut of five billion dollars) why 
not spend that money on increasing the 
National Child Benefit Supplement for low, 
income families and expand the eligibility 
for employment insurance? 

The Alberta government also has to 
stop denying there is a problem and com 
mit to a real poverty-reduction strategy 
We can certainly follow the example oj 
other provinces and plan to increase the 
minimum wage to $10 an hour. We must 
also increase the pitifully low support fo; 
people with disabilities (imagine trying to 
live on $1050 a month) and increase our 
welfare rates (a single mom with one 
child is currently eligible for a maximum 
of just over $1000 a month, the lowest 
rate in Canada). 

Of course there are many other impor- 
tant critical social investments that would 
need to be a part of this long-term plan to 
eliminate poverty: affordable housing 
quality accessible childcare and after 
school care, remove school fees, lower 
costs for post-secondary education and 
provide stronger support for recent immi- 
grants, people with disabilities, low 
income seniors and children and families 
in crisis. 

But central to any poverty reduction 
strategy has to be strong living wage 
policies that will make sure that people 
who are working full-time are not living in 
poverty. Close to 150 cities in the United 
States have taken a leadership role on 
this issue by requiring companies and 
organizations who receive contracts or 
grants to pay all of their employees at o 
above a municipally defined living wage 
Similarly, the province also must make 
sure that it provides enough support to all 
of the agencies who provide vital commu- 
nity support for people with disabilities, 
seniors and families in crisis so that they 
can pay their staff living wages. 

So this Christmas we not only need to 
support the efforts of the many agencies 
who are working to provide enough for 
families to help celebrate the season, we 
need to call our elected politicians and 
ask them what they are going to do to 
eliminate child and family poverty in this 
province. Such action on poverty would 
be the best Christmas present politicians 
could give to us all. 

To find out more information and to 
learn how you can take action on this 
issue, please visit Public Interest Alber- 
ta's website at pialberta.org, Campaign 
2000's website at campaign2000.ca and 
the Who Cares? Alberta Campaign al 
whocaresalberta.com. w 


Bill Moore-Kilgannon is the Executive 
Director of Public Interest Alberta, a non- 
partisan provincial advocacy organization. 
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The arts are succeeding where sports 
theme failed in revival of 118th Avenue 


TARA EDEN / tara@vueweekly.com 
na bright, sunny day my children and I 
O=" along 118th Avenue. | smile gently 
at a woman who staggers away from 
us, her eyes downcast before she slowly glances 
backwards down streets where johns still troll. 

For a number of years, 118th Ave from the 
NAIT Campus to Victoria Trail has deteriorated, 
with theft and drug activity common problems. 

But many wonderful things are happening on 
the avenue, leading many to believe that the 
current resurrection, being driven in large part 
by the arts, may succeed where other attempts 
to revitalize the area have failed. 

We see the three illuminous murals depicting 
the past, present and future of 118th Ave by 
Michelle Leavitt-Djonic, Lorraine Shulba and 
Fassil Yenie inside the old George’s Cycle build- 
ing, which may become the home of a new area 
arts hub depending on the outcome of a may- 
oral feasibility study. 

The construction for the massive new Nina 
Haggerty Arts Center is already underway at the 
comer of 92nd Street. 

While there is still the dilapidated Cromdale 
Hotel and ignominious Pussycat Video, there 
are some old businesses, including Popular Bak- 
ery, Myhre’s Music and Poulins, that have taken 
advantage of the city’s facade program to make 
improvements to their storefronts. Many diverse 
new businesses have opened up in the last few 
years, attracted by the promise of the area and 
encouraged by zoning on the avenue, which 
prevents the predatory retail of enterprises like 
peep shows from flooding the area. The old the- 
atre has transformed into a skateboarding park, 
bringing still more vibrancy to the area. 


ALBERTA AVENUE is one of the oldest neighbor- 
hoods in Edmonton, with roots dating back to 
just after World War I. 

Jenny Pilling, who lived near 118th Ave from 
1966 to 1986, recalls, “There used to be a pyro- 
gie house, a doctor’s office, an antique store, a 


quaint café, an old movie theatre everybody 


used to go to, a hair salon, a skating rink. It 
used to be a cool place until they put up the 
bingo hall where the theatre was. Then it 
seemed to go downhill after that.” 

“It is my personal opinion that in the ‘80s 
when social services took away funds for chil- 
dren to be involved in sports and extracurricular 
activities the kids of single parents who worked 
two or three jobs played on the street and got 


into trouble,” opines Shauna Forsythe, who has - 


resided in the area for almost 50 years. “There 
was no place for the kids to go.” 

Many of the families who reside near 118th 
Ave are below the average household income, 
according to the 2001 Census. 

In 2001, the city attempted to refurbish the 
avenue with a sports theme, but it didn’t fly. I 
hardly notice the thin, orange and blue two- 
dimensional sports figures attached to street 
lights along the street, and I have to point out to 
my children the 10-foot long baseball bat on 97 
Street next to the gas station. 

In 2004, city council acknowledged the need 
to restore and revitalize Alberta Ave, and in 
2005 council gave unanimous support for the 
development and implementation of the Avenue 
Initiative Revitalization Strategy. 

Studies show that revitalization of an area 
often takes place after there is an artistic festi- 
val, similar to how the Fringe festival revitalized 
Whyte Avenue in the ‘80s. Kindling for the 
resurgence of 118th Ave was when Christi 
Morin and her friend, Anita Lennie, formulated 
with 10 other individuals the first Arts Alive! 
festival in 2005, which brought some 800 people 
to the avenue. This past September there were 


2 ALBERTA AVE 


4 000 people who attended Arts Alive! 

After the first festival, Arts on the Ave wa, 
formed, with a mandate to share, educate anqj 
mentor the arts on 118th Ave. Christie Morin 
the affable president of AoA, shares a vision oj 
artists conglomerating together to make thei, 
hometown beautiful. 

“The timing is right,” she says. “In the last five 
years more creative people have been movinv 
into the community. There is a perpetual motion 
a merging and melting of a creative class." 


THE NEXUS OF 118TH AVE is a volunteer-run ari 


_coffeehouse called the Carrot, where people can 


conglomerate, inspire and create through poe; 
ry, song or art. There are lovely framed phoi: 

graphs on the wall and different metal mosaj 

art work as well as kaleidoscope lamps made 
from last year’s festival scattered in corners ney 
to plants or on tables. 

Irene Yauck, a volunteer barista at the Carrot 
Says, “It's a great way to meet people. Busines 
people, artists, families come in and you get 
know them.” She has recently moved into th 
area where her daughter, an artist, has lived fo; 
some time now. 

Michael Germann is also a volunteer barista 
and artist. “I really enjoy meeting other artists 
when I work here,” he says. 

My son and I sit at a comfortable table and 
play a game of chess while my daughter shops 
for Christmas presents crafted by local artisans 
and artists. 1 enjoy my espresso coffee, made 
with Intelligentisia beans where 25 per cen 
more of the proceeds go directly to the farmers 

1 hear the book club every Tuesday evening 
featuring Todd Babiak’s, The Book of Stanley, is 
quite popular. Friday evenings, Scott Peters of 
Captain Tractor books shows where musicians 
who live in the area, such as James Murdoch, 
play regularly. Saturday night is open stage 
night where people can do spoken work, come- 
dy, sing or play music. Monthly, there are social 
art experiences and improvisation nights. 

After Christmas, the Deep Freeze Festival, with 
large ice sculptures, skating, snow shoeing as 
well as dinner theatre and dance will help \« 
chase away the winter blues. Jon Jon Rivero's Cul, 
Paste, and Create is coming in April. A new CD, 
Songs on The Avenue, set to be released at the 
next Arts Alive! festival, is going to be fantastic 

Later, my children and I walk into the Popu- 
lar Bakery where an older man with grey hai! 
and a beard chats in Portuguese with a young 
woman behind the counter. The bakery has 
been in the surrounding neighbourhood for !0 


- years but only a few years ago moved to a new 


building on 118th Ave. 

Owner Paul Soares is excited about the 
changes happening on 118th Ave. “The com 
munity is more involved now, the city is helping 
businesses with revitalization. I’m even going 
to try and get involved next year at the Ar's 
Alive! Festival and sell barbequed sardines. | 
hope I can get a liquor license because it tastes 
really good with beer or wine!” 

Satiated with custard tarts, sourdoug! 
bread, fresh buns and ice cream from the 
Poplar Bakery, we leave the avenue for now 
but my son wants to come back to heat up the 
skateboard park and both my children ar¢ 
interested in designing their own trading 
cards at the next social art experience at th¢ 
Carrot. It’s such enthusiasm that, along with 
the area's diversity, burgeoning art scene and 
the support of city council, is synergizing to 
transform 118th Ave. ¥ 
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‘in the wind so far. India’s 
Culture announces that for- 
eign tourists can no longer pay in dollars 
when Visiting the Taj Mahal and other 
heritage sites; they have to pay in good, 
hard rupees. Iran and Venezuela call for a 
joint OPEC statement on the weak US 
dollar, and Saudi Arabian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Saud Al-Faisal warns that any 
public reference to the US dollar's prob- 
Jems could cause the troubled currency to 
“collapse.” Rap star Jay-2's latest video 
shows our hero flashing a wad of euros, 
not dollars. 

Only straws in the wind, but all in the 
past couple of weeks. For the majority of 
Americans who do not travel abroad, the 
only visible effect so far of the dollar's 
steep fall has been higher fuel prices at the 
pump. The Chinese imports that fill the big- 
box stores still cost the same, because the 
Chinese yuan is still pegged to the Ameri- 
can dollar. But that may be about to 
change, along with many other things. 

At the beginning of 2003, one euro 
bought one US dollar. Eighteen months 
ago, it bought $1.20. Now it is pushing 
$1.50, and there is no reason to think that 
it will stop there. Three of the world’s 
biggest oil exporters, Iran, Venezuela and 
Russia, are demanding payment in euros 
rather than US dollars. Last week a Chi- 
nese central bank vice-director, Xu Jian, 


8 stores 
across the 


country. 


gave voice to the suspicion of many oth- = 


The downward pressure on the dollar 


ers, Saying that the US dollar was “losing will continue, because the United States 


its status as the world currency.” 

If that happens, then America loses a 
great deal. Other countries have to main- 
tain large reserves of foreign curren- 
cies—most of which they keep in US 
dollars—to cover their foreign debts, but 
the United States can pay its huge for- 
eign debts in its own money. If necessary, 
it can just print more dollars. Having their 
Own money as the world’s reserve curren- 
cy confers advantages that Americans 
would miss if they lost them. 


THE MAIN REASON for the collapse of 
the US dollar is President George W 
Bush's attempt to fight expensive foreign 
wars while cutting taxes at home. This 
involved deficit financing on a very large 
scale, and inevitably the value of the dol- 
lar began to fall—slowly at first, but with 
increasing speed as it became clear that 
the White House did not care. “Ronald 
Reagan proved that deficits don’t matter,” 
as Vice-President Dick Cheney told then- 
Treasury Secretary Paul O'Neill. 

But they do matter to foreigners. As the 
US dollar fell in value, the price of oil 
(which is usually calculated in dollars) 
rose to compensate for it, but there was 
no comparable adjustment for foreign cen- 
tral banks that had huge amounts of US 
dollars in their reserves. China, which was 
sitting on about a trillion US dollars, sim- 
ply lost several hundred billion as the cur- 
rency’s value fell. So various central banks 
started wondering if they should diversify 
their reserves, and some acted on it. 


is currently borrowing six per cent of its 
Gross Domestic Product from foreigners 


Having their own 
money as the 
world’s reserve 
currency confers 
advantages that 
Americans would 


miss if they lost 
them. 


each year to cover its trade deficit. For- 
eign banks were happy to go on lending 
so long as they had faith in the integrity 
of US financial institutions, but that has 
been hit hard by the sub-prime mortgage 
crisis. Besides, other markets, notably 
China and India, now offer a better 
return—and Congress's resistance to for- 
eign takeover bids, combined with tighter 
visa restrictions, make the US a less wel- 
coming place for foreign investors. 

Above all, there are now alternatives 
to the US dollar. The last time it faced a 
comparable crisis was in 1971, when a 
different Republican president was trying 
to run another unpopular war without 
raising taxes. Richard Nixon devalued the 
US dollar and demolished the Bretton 
Woods system that had fixed all other 


currencies in relation to the dollar, inau- 
gurating the current era of floating 
exchange rates. 

There was no other candidate then for 
the role of global reserve currency, so the 
dollar stayed at the centre of the system 
despite all the turbulence. This time, by 
contrast, there is the euro, the currency of 
an economic zone just as big as the Unit- 
ed States, with the Chinese currency as a 
possible long-term rival. But nothing is 
likely to happen very fast. 

The last time the world went through a 
change like this, it took over 40 years to 
complete. Before the First World War the 
British pound reigned supreme, accounting 
for 64 per cent of the world’s currency 
reserves and 60 per cent of all internation- 
al trade. Britain then impoverished itself in 
two world wars, but the US dollar did not 
fully replace the pound until the 1950s. 

Today the US dollar accounts for 70 per 
cent of both international trade and cur- 
rency reserves, but it is probably starting 
down the same road. Many countries are 
replacing part of their dollar reserves 
with a basket of other currencies, and 
those who have pegged their currency to 
the dollar are starting to cut loose from it 
Kuwait has already done so, and the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates is actively considering 
it. If China unpegs, things will move a lot 
faster, but in any case the long farewell 
of the US dollar has begun. vw 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in\Jue Weekly 
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1) Apologize 
Timbaland 


2) No One 
Alicia Keys 


3) Bubbly 
Colbie Caillat 


4) Crank That 
Soulja Boy Tell "Em 


5) Clumsy 
Fergie 


6) Don’t Stop the Music 
Rihanna 


7) Stronger 
Kanye West 


8) Kiss Kiss 
Chris Brown feat. T-Pain 


9) 1234 


Feist 


10) HOT 


Avril Lavigne 
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Alternatives to orthodoxy 


| know wishfui thinking doesn’t do a lot, 
but I’m indulging myself today. | have 
three things | wish | could manifest 
change around, all related. First, I'm wish- 
ing! had the power to alter the almost- 
religious orthodoxy we've conferred on 
science. Science is good, so please don't 
anyone write and tell me I'm a fool to dis- 
credit it: that's not what I'm doing. 

Aside from the fact that science isn't 
produced in an unbiased vacuum, it 
shouldn't be so narrow as to exclude 
observations made over centuries 
because they haven't been subjected to 
the gold standard of randomized, double- 
blind, placebo-controlled clinical studies. 
And it shouldn't ever, even when it is 
gold-standard science, be set in stone 
and put on a pedestal and elevated above 
all other collections of knowledge. 

When we do those things, we let it 
get in the way of good things. It gets in 
the way, for example, when someone 
suffering with something like, say, a 
sinus infection wants to try an alterna- 
tive route such as eastern medicine 
instead of antibiotics, and they hear 
from their doctor that acupuncture and 
herbal medicine is a sham. 

Say they want this for really good 
reasons, reasons like being unrespon- 
sive to antibiotics in the past, or even 
allergic to them (I once landed in emer- 
gency in shock, and wouldn't be terribly 
eager to risk that again.) 

Eastern medicine is by many, includ- 
ing Quackwatch’s Stephen Barrett, given 
about as much credibility as an atheist 
would give prayer—even though it so 
very often works beautifully, and does so 
at almost zero risk. (I said almost zero 
risk—there is of course, as with all 
treatment options, some risk.) 


ACUPUNCTURE ISN'T MAGIC, of course, 
nor are herbal medications, but for every 
failure story around there are many, 


Many more success stories. 

But “proper” medical treatment is 
what we need, we're told on quack- 
watch.org, not bogus, ineffective, absurd 
New Age hokum based on primitive 
understandings of disease. This makes 
me just a little prickly. 

Because here's the thing—antibiotics 
don’t always work, and they have a 
downside, both for the individual, and for 
us collectively with the energy they give 
superbugs. And if an alternative route 
works, and is safe and side-effect free 
and infinitely less invasive than even the 
newest procedures available for dealing 
with chronic sinus infections, and I'm 
thrilled with the outcome, | don’t much 
care if controlled clinical studies on it 
have been done, nor if someone is bent 
on attributing my results to the power of 
suggestion, as some are quick to do. 

The worries about the safety and effica- 
cy of acupuncture and herbal treatments 
are really quite astounding, given the track 
record of sanctioned treatments. Many 
medications tested by the gold standard of 
science are approved as safe and effective 
one day, and recalled the next. Would 
acupuncture and herbal treatments really 
get passed on through the centuries if they 
in fact didn’t work and weren't safe? | 
think they'd more likely go the path of 
other things that don’t work and aren't 
safe, where word of mouth becomes very 
instrumental in their demise. 

A common risk cited as a downside of 
seeking alternative help is that of misdi- 
agnosis and failure to get “proper” med- 
ical help. But most seeking acupuncture 
have already been given a “proper” 
western medical diagnosis; they're just 
facing orthodox medical options they 
don’t like, or results of orthodox treat- 
ment they like even less. 

My other two wishes will have to wait; 
I'm out of space. But | have to say this: | 
know a lovely alternative practitioner who 
helps—really helps—people with all 
kinds of health problems through the 
ancient art of acupuncture and eastern 
herbal medicines, and | believe it’s a 
shame to discredit work like this out of 
hand. w 
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City program aids men suffering abuse 


MURRAY SINCLAIR / murray@vueweekly.com 


or every hour that Terry Conroy 
Fzex putting together the 


Chaos to Peace Group, a pro- 
gram to help men who are abused 
by their partners, he took three 
hours answering questions and con- 
cerns about it. 

The calls came from people curi- 
ous about the program, but also 
from many agencies and profession- 
als wondering why and how the 
city’s community services depart- 
ment was dealing with the topic. 

“It was a bit of a lightning rod,” 
recalled Conroy, a social worker for 
30 years. “There was some worry 
and concern that it would deflect 
from helping women and children. I 
don’t hear that anymore.” 

Conservatives have used the mere 
existence of such abuse as an argu- 
ment to delegitimize the epidemic of 
violence against women as a trendy, 
politically correct concern, created 
by male-bashing feminists. 

But Conroy stressed that women 
are far more often the victim of 
abuse from their partners, citing 
rough estimates that for every man 
abused, there are eight women in 
the same situation. 

“It's well known there’s a high 
need to work with abused women,” 
he said, noting how his department 
stills runs most of its abuse pro- 
grams for women. 

The program facilitator replied to 
his skeptics’ concerns by pleading 
not to ignore this minority of abused 
men, and how the ideal remains for 
everyone to free from abuse. 

His detractors also pointed out 
that while most male victims solely 
suffer psychological abuse, most 
female victims are abused physically, 
which can directly cause a critical 
injury or death. 

Conroy countered that the hurt 
feelings suffered by the victimized 
men, while not as visible and not in 
the public eye as physical harm, can 
grind them down to commit suicide. 


Sare 25% ow dll the ylobe and matt bestsellews: everyday! 


White is the first novel 
from this noted poet 
and current U of A 
writer-in-residence. 
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"It is a very shameful thing for 
men in general,” he said of male 
abuse. “It goes against cultural defi- 
nition of manhood.” 

Touching on physical, emotional, 
financial, and sexual abuse of men, 
the seven-year-old Chaos to Peace 
program brings in up to 10 partici- 
pants for free sessions one evening 
per week, every spring and fall. 

For every participant registered, 
there are up to five others interested 
in joining Chaos to Peace, but who 
can't make it to sessions for various 
reasons. 

Chaos to Peace sessions usually 
have one gay participant, who is 
generally well accepted, which may 
be surprising with all the insecurity 
often felt by abused men. 


THERE ARE MANY THEORIES on why 


women abuse, but low self-esteem 
is often a root. 

“They cover it up by being the 
bully,” Conroy said, explaining that 
some women who have been hurt 
by men in the past will lash out at 
their new partners as a means of 
self-defence. 

Likewise, many of the male vic- 
tims suffer low self-esteem and 
become vulnerable to abuse by 
wanting to be taken care of. Many 
have been abused directly, often by 
an abusive father and/or mother, or 
witnessed abuse as children. 

Participants’ education ranges 
from grade school to post-graduate, 
but the average level is grade 12, 
with many working in the trades. 

Victims in that line of work are 
particularly afraid and ashamed 
within its macho culture, feeling that 
they can’t turn to their colleagues, 
who often dismissively say “just 
smarten up and leave.” 

That's oversimplifying things, says 
Conroy, noting how an abuser often 


Jack Whyte 


Forty 


The acclaimed author of 
the Camulod Chronicles 
launches the story of his 
own life, Jack Whyte: 


warns the victim things will get 
worse if they try to leave, and indeed 
departing is the most dangerous 
point in an abusive relationship. 

“! wish there was an established 
shelter,” Conroy said. 

Conroy's fellow instructor for the 
last three sessions, Michael Hoyt, 
said the police have become better 
educated in recognizing male abuse 
and taking it seriously. 

“But there’s still a sense of, ‘How 
can this be happening?” among offi- 
cers dealing with such cases, added 
Hoyt, another social worker. 

What complicates things is that 
police often have to deal with anec- 
dotal evidence from the alleged vic- 
tim and abuser, as there often aren't 
witnesses to the abuse. 

Participants also discuss financial 
abuse, often suffered by seniors, 
where money is totally controlled by 
the abuser and doled out sparingly 

Some Chaos to Peace participants 
have been sexually abused, which 
Conroy said often involves abusers 
using sex to ply certain favours o; 
behaviours, using the threat of absti- 
nence if the victim doesn't comply. 

The two social workers facilitating 
the group touch on building self 
esteem, personal boundaries, depres- 
sion, anger, fear and how the victims 
were raised. Later in the session, 
Chaos to Peace members sit in a cir- 
cle and hear each other's stories. 

The participants also discuss how 
they can get out of their abusive sit- 
uations, but the social workers don’t 
directly tell victims to leave abusive 
relationships, preferring that they 
decide on their own. 

While conservatives have argued 
there’s a dark side to feminism that 
has encouraged women to be more 
violent, Conroy hasn’t seen that 
when it comes to abused men. 

He said the feminist movement 
has taught more people to speak out 
against abuse, and that has in turn 
encouraged abused men to do the 


same. W 
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No idea when to hold 


‘em, when to fold ‘em 
Z INFINITE LIVES 


DARREN ZENKO 
infinitelives@vueweekly.com 


| have a long history of poor decisions in portable 
gaming; somehow, I've never got the hang of it. 
Sure, | spent a non-trivial chunk of 1998-99 with 
Pokemon by my side, but at that point my Game Boy 
wasn't so much a “portable system” as a dedicated 
pokedex; when | finally switched games, there was a 
grody deposit of accumulated grime where the car- 
tridge met the unit. And what did | switch to, and 
why? A perfect case in point: | took a 15-hour flight 
to Japan with nothing but Harvest Moon and 
Conker’s Pocket Tales. 

Of the two-year period in which | used an N- 
Gage as my primary telephone nothing more needs 
to be said. 

My minivan, a beautiful, wood-paneled ‘88-vin- 
tage Voyager named “Jean-Jacques” is having a lit- 
tle bit of an episode right now—fuel pump, | guess; 
some real-world problem that can’t be solved by col- 
lecting powerups or expending experience points— 
so I’ve had to take the bus—the real bus, the 
six-hour milk-run Greyhound, not the fancy-pants 
Red Arrow with its la-de-da instant coffee and frou- 
frou Peek Freans—to visit my Edmontonian nears 
and dears. So what did | throw into my DS for the 
ride up, the ride back and the week in between? 

Get this: nothing. Well, not so much “nothing” as 
nothing good; rather than bother to pack one of the 
great number of possibly excellent cartridges avail- 
able to me, | decided to take along the flash-memory 
cart I'd borrowed off my buddy. There's a full gig on 
that thing; | figured he must've illegally downloaded 
something decent from the dingy, disreputable digi- 
tal souks of the undernet. It'd be an adventure, right? 
A little experiment? At the very least a portal into 
another man’s mind, like how you can figure out a 
dortor’s religion and politics by the magazines and 
Kids’ books in their waiting room? 

Some things you'd rather not know about your 
friends. Seven in the morning on the icy pre-dawn 
highway and I'm looking at some kinda second-string 
Pokemon game, in Japanese. An interactive travel 
Guide to Tokyo, also in Japanese. An incredibly shitty 
Star Trek game (there hasn't been a good one since 
the 25th anniversary RPG). The 42 Favorites card- 
and-parlor game collection, with only mah-jongg 
(barely) worth playing. A cheapo poker game, 
Majesco’s Texas Hold ‘Em. Garfield 2. 


GRIM AS HELL, but what's a guy to do? There's a 
highly recommended book in my bag, John Gould's 
Kilter, but | tend to get a bit sentimental and nostal- 
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gic on the bus at the best of times and! don't see a 
collection of sad little vignettes doing much for my 
mood. So it’s mah-jongg for a while, squinting to dif- 
ferentiate tiny little Chinese characters, followed by 
a “How bad can it be?” spin with Garfield that most 
emphatically answers its question. Well, hell; why 
not a little virtual poker? 


Why not? Because poker—even virtual poker, for - 


No real stakes, against some of the fugliest 3D char- 
acters low budgets have ever produced—is a 
damned devil that gets its hell-spawned claws into 
you and twists until you're seeing green and hearing 
the staccato clatter of chips everywhere, waking and 
sleeping. After six hours on the bus, | couldn't get my 
head out of pokerspace. I'd built up some real rival- 
ries with the dumb puppets glazing at me from the 
depths of my DS, gotten to know their habits, figured 
out just how to hurt them—burly Coach whose blus- 
ter collapses at the brush of a feather; ballcap-boy 
Joey with-nothing but chaos and guesswork behind 
his shades; an assortment of murky, vaguely woman- 
ish humanoids who give up money easier than 
ATMs. From Okotoks to Edmonton, muttering to 
unseen antagonists, alternating gloating little chuck- 
les with under-breath swearing to shame a sailor ... 
portable poker had turned me into your archetypal 
Greyhound passenger. 

One thing this particular poker game offers is the 
ability to select “tells” with each bet and turn of the 
cards. In reality, unless you're being sneaky, tells are 
involuntary, little tics that give a glimpse of your psy- 
chology; say you always tap your fingers when 
you're bluffing, or you grind your knuckles into your 
eyesockets when the Poker Gods dick you over yet 
again. Here, it’s all at your discretion ... and still, | 
found myself offering tells more often than not, and 
being honest about it; I'd rub my head in frustration 
when my straights didn’t turn up, fold my arms 
defensively when going “all in” with a handful of 
horseshit. | don’t know if the game's Al (dumb suck- 
ers, all) read my tells—I couldn't see them, myself; 
they were purely notional—but | persisted. | felt | 
was building a character. A flailing, spastic, anti- 
poker-faced character. 

Funny thing about the temporary relationships 
struck up in transit, on busses or trains or airplanes: 
with notable romantic exceptions, they end with the 
ride. Maybe you exchange emails or whatever, but 
who follows up? And so it is with me and Texas Hold 
‘Em... once off the Dog, free of the environment that 
forced us together, back they went into the bag, Coach 
and Joey and the rest, along with the persona I'd 
adopted for our journey, never to be seen again. 

And | mean never. I'm done subjecting myself to 
shit games on the road; | just can't trust myself. Next 
time, all I'm packing is a book of crosswords, a ther- 
mos of extra-strength NeoCitran and a pillow. v 
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UNUSUAL GIFTS FROM THE GALLERY OF SURPRISES 


ZOCALO IS THE ANTIDOTE TO GETTING MAULED THIS SEASON, RELAX, HAVE A 
CAPPUCCINO, FIND GREAT IDEAS AND ORIGINAL COLOURFUL GIFTS. NO BEARS, 
NO FRENZY, NO GROWLS. PUT YOUR BELLS ON AND LOOK FORTHE BIG RED BOW! 
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FLOWER POWER ornaments. 
Zocalo's signature seasonal Trees sold y 
floral display served up in separately. $8 — < 


classy red glass. 





BASKET CASE 
Authentic Italian 
majolica ceramics 
with organic coffee 
and decadent cookies, 
done up with a bow to 
round out your list. 


$45-$125 
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) OF ORIGINALS... 

| We've selected some 
of the finest creative 
work produced in 

| Western Canada for 

| your gift list. 
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PorcelainVase $125 
Glass Bird Bowls $75 
Stained Glass $69 
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BOOMERANG VASE 

We'll just toss out this powerful idea that 
keeps on giving, without the run around. $20 
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INLITTLE ITALY AT 10826 - 95 ST, EDMONTON, AB TEL:780-428-0754 
OPEN: MON-WED 9-6; TH 9-9; FRI-SAT 9-6; SUN 11-5 
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Oilers climb out of the 
NHL basement. Huzzah! 


& | IN THE BOX 


SS | OAVEYOUNG AND TB PLAYER 
== | inthebor@veweekly.com 


Hey, how about them Oilers last week? 
They looked like a real team somehow. 
Hell. they even climbed out of last place. 
Thu, Nov 22 saw a squeaker 3-2 loss to the 
dirty Avalanche. Then the surprising Chica- 
go Blackhawks came to town and the Oil- 
ers won in the team’s seventh shootout 
victory this season already. The Oilers fol- 
lowed that up with a 3-1 win over Colum- 
bus on Nov 26. Not bad. We'll take it. 


AINT T00 PROUD TO BEG Hey Edmonton, 
is that all you got? Seriously, is that it? My 
past experience would tell me that 
Edmontonians usually have absolutely no 
problem letting you know what they think 
about, well, anything and everything. But 
then we ask you about hockey and you all 
shut up? We offer you a soapbox to stand 
on and all we get is “Gretzky rulez” and 
“Messier's my daddy?” | should just take 
my soapbox and go home, but | know that 
there are those of you out there with the 
hockey smarts and the verbal wherewithal 
to make this worth our while. So, come 
on, people. Email us with your arguments 
for Best Ever. Best player. Best goalie 
Best celebration. Best leader. Best team 
Best coach. Best hockey hair. Best nick- 
name. Best whatever-the-hell-you-want 
Just make it interesting, and we'll print it 
Don't make me go ask Calgary ... TB 


FACEOFF BOOK The Battle of Alberta may 
be fought on the ice but the Trendy Social 
Networking Website Battle of Alberta is 
raging over the internet. The Flames and 
Oilers each have scores of fan groups on 
the site but each has cne main largest 
group. The “Calgary Flames Official Face- 
book Group” (they're “in the ‘Dome, chilling 
with Jarome”) had 13 946 hockey-team-to- 
cheer-for-impaired members as of Nov 27 
“Edmonton Oilers Fans” was sitting with 
16 424 members at the same time. Ooooh 


Can you feel the Trendy Social Networking 
Website tension? DY 


GOOD NEWS/BAD NEWS Good News! The 
Oilers climbed out of last place in the NHL 
with a few timely wins. Bad News! The Oil- 
ers were in last place in the NHL. We have 
Phoenixes and Washingtons for that. DY 


BITTER OLD MAN Holy crap, I'm feeling old. 
| wanted to see where young Sam Gagne 
ranked in the NHL in terms of age, so | 
checked out the player stats on NHL.com. 
Turns out that at 18, he’s currently the 
youngest player in the league. And good on 
him. | think that kid's gonna do great things. 
Then | checked the other end of the spec- 
trum. Of course, older-than-dirt Chris Chelios 
is still hanging around, collecting paychecks 
and cobwebs. Then, going down the list, | 
realized that there are very few players left 
in the league who are older than | am. 18 of 
them to be exact. Out of 756. That puts me 
in the 97th percentile. Ouch. Of course, | 
ain't in the NHL, so the point is moot. But its 
still sort of disconcerting. I've been watching 
this league for over 30 years now. I've seen 
thousands of players come and go, and they 
always seemed larger than life. I’ve 
watched players break into the league, grow 
into leaders, become grizzled veterans and 
then retire. Except, of course, Chris Chelios. 
Man, that dude's old. TB 


NET WORTH With wins against Chicago 
and Columbus, Albert Dwayne Roloson 
put a string of two consecutive wins 
together and looked pretty strong in net. 
Before that, backup goalie Mathieu Garon 
started a string of games and some were 
clucking about a goalie controversy in 
Edmonton. It looks like Roli is still the 
number one guy and he seems to have 
responded to watching Garon from the 
bench for a few games. So this leaves the 
Oilers with a competent starter and a 
Capable backup. This sure beats the 
three-headed backup corps (corpse) of 
Conklin, Markkanen and Morrison from a 
couple years ago. No controversy here. DY 
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Can’t get into the program you want? 


Need to upgrade? 
MacEwan can help. 


Located at the Alberta College campus, the Preparation for University 
and College program can help you improve your high schoo! grades, 
earn university and college level credit and receive a personalized 


plan for success. 


Think MacEwan. Start in January. 
Call (780) 497-4029 for information or visit 


www.MacEwan.ca/thinkAhead. 
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. Reduce the time you spend tieing laces to zero. Reuse your 


comfy Blundstone boots in all seasons and in all weather. 
Recycle your current closet-full of shoes and boots 
by donating them to those in need. Refuse to buy 
disposable fashion footwear that’s here 
today and wom out tomorrow. 


The Chisel Toe 
Available in 
Brown and Black 


Pel on comfort nce S7o 
www, blundstone.ca 


Gravity Pope ~ #2-10442 82nd Ave - 43971637 
Wener Shoes - 10322 Jasper Avenue - 422-2718 
SoftMoc - West Edmonton Mall - 489-5616 
Campers Village - 0951-170 Street NW - 484-2700 
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JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 

lecks of ruby red accented my 

white cupboards, hardwood 
Fe and mustard-coloured 
backsplash. These random and fierce- 
ly intense spots were not the result of 
meticulous interior decorating: I just 
had some difficulty extracting all 840 
seeds from each pomegranate des- 
tined for my POM meatball soup. 
(POM claims that there are an average 
of 840 seeds in a pomegranate.) 

Wander into any grocery store right 
now and you'll see massive displays 
of this gorgeous fruit. But how was I 
going to get my pomegranate-averse 
daughter to reap the benefits of this 
ultra-healthy fruit without realizing it? 
Meatballs and soup are her comfort 
foods, so I decided to use them as my 
Trojan Horse. 

| bought a case of six enormous 
pomegranates at Costco. I had to 
decide whether to buy pomegranate 
juice or actually juice a pomegranate. 
(it had never occurred to me that you 
could juice one.) Since I’m quite 
skilled at splattering crimson stains 
throughout my kitchen, | decided to 
live on the edge. 

1 dug out my juicer, broke offa 
chunk of pomegranate and squeezed. 
Miraculously, the mess was minimal. 
In a few minutes I had all the juice | 
needed, and it was actually kind of fun. 

1 drizzled some olive oil (instead of 
butter) into my big soup pot and 
chopped up a large onion (instead of 
leeks). I included a couple of cloves of 
crushed garlic and sautéed until the 
result was soft. | added the chicken 
stock, lentils, brown rice and pepper. | 
didn’t need salt—the chicken broth 
was salty enough. 

When that had cooked for about 25 
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Add pomegranate fire to prosaic soup 


UL POMEGRANATE 
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minutes, | added the chopped carrots 
and set to work on the meatballs. 
Improvising a bit, I sautéed a small 
onion in a bit of olive oil along with 
just one clove of garlic and a grated 
zucchini to add flavour and nutrients 
while tenderizing the meatballs. | 
mixed in the ground chicken (instead 
of beef) along with the cumin but 
decided against the mint. 


NOT REALLY KNOWING what to expect 
and apprehensive about being left with 
an inedible disaster, | decided to only 
add pomegranate seeds to some of the 
meatballs. Sneaking pomegranate juice 
by my daughter was one thing, but the 
seeds are a bit more obvious. 

The recipe called for sautéing the 
meatballs in a quarter-cup of butter, 
but I baked them at 400° in a foil-lined 
pan for 20 minutes. They came out of 
the oven more like meat blobs but 
with less mess and less butterosity. 

In the soup, the carrots were tender; 


3 quarts chicken stock 

1/2 cup lentils, rinsed 

1/2 cup uncooked rice 

2 cups chopped carrots 

1 cup minced parsley 

2 cups fresh spinach 

1 tablespoon fresh mint 

1 tablespoon fresh coriander 
salt and pepper to taste 
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all that remained was spinach and 
pomegranate juice. I poured in some 
frozen spinach, stirred it up and snuck 
a little taste. | thought it might be bland 
without any spices, but to my surprise 
it was rich and hearty. Then I added the 
pomegranate juice and sampled it 
again. It was still rich and hearty but 
with a tangy edge, not the sweet 
undertones that I was expecting. 

I plunked the meatballs in, ladled 
out the soup, and sprinkled cilantro 
on top instead of mint. It was time to 
serve it to my unsuspecting family 
with a large basket of grainy buns. | 
quietly watched their faces with trepi- 
dation, but there were no adverse 
reactions. It was like edgy lentil soup. 
The meatballs provided a contrast to 
the smooth texture of the soup and 
the pomegranate seeds gave tangy 
bursts of flavour. 

Overall, it was a great little soup. 
Next time, I would add slightly less 
pomegranate juice and, instead of mix- 
ing them into the meatballs, | would 
simply pop the seeds into my mouth as 
I was cooking. If | was bored, maybe I'd 
even count them as I went. v 


Meatballs: 1/2 cup seeds from 1 large 

POM pomegranate 

1 1/2 pounds lean ground beef 

3 minced garlic cloves, or 1/2 teaspoon 
pre-minced garlic 

| tablespoon butter 

2 tablespoons minced fresh mint 

1/2 teaspoon ground cumin 

1/4 cup butter 
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CELTIC JAM: 
JAM SESSION AT 9:30PM PLUS IRISH DANCERS AT 11 
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CHRIS WYNTERS & GUESTS 
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BROILER 4 TAPROOM 
This week check out 


ALL THE ACTION! 


THURSDAY NOVEMBER 30 Vo ANAHEIM DUCKS 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 2 V5 ANAHEIM DUCKS 
MONDAY DECEMBER 3 = VG-—LOS ANGELES KINGS 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER S «VS. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS 


DON'T FORGET 
THURSDAY NIGHT NFL ACTION! 


PACKERS VS. COWBOYS! 


COMING SOON... 
OT CHRISTMAS CUSTOMER APPRECIATION PARTY! 


NEW YEAR'S TICKETS ON SALE SOON! 


BOOK YOUR CHRISTMAS PARTY NOW. SPAGE 1S LIMITED! 
(0204-111 $1 WAITEMUD CROSSING 


493-042 | 4Q6-1717 
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A perfect spot of tea at Rutherford House 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 
he snow crunched softly under 
our feet as we huddled deeper 
into the warmth of our bulky 
winter coats. Seeking solace from the 
crisp winter air, we gingerly made our 
way up the path to Rutherford 
House en route to an extremely civi- 
lized “girls’ night out”: Christmas tea 
was Calling and we were late. 

Just the day before, Christmas 
seemed distant. The air was unsea- 
sonably mild, the ground was 
depressingly brown and sporadic Hal- 
loween pumpkins adorned my neigh- 
bourhood. Christmas was not the first, 
or even the tenth, thought battling for 
space in my cluttered mind. However, 
at the last minute, I thought a Christ- 
mas tea might be a good way to wel- 
come in some holiday cheer with my 
mom and daughters. 

1 awoke the day of the tea to fat, 
feathery snowflakes cascading down 
from the morning sky. On the way, the 
nip in the air and the majestic, glis- 
tening trees restored my spirits. We 
piled through the magnificent wooden 
doors and into the striking entrance- 
way of Rutherford House, a period 
mansion built in 1911. Sweet smells 
teased our nostrils, holiday music 
soothed our ears and festive decora- 
tions delighted our eyes. 

Although the purpose of the 
evening was to welcome in the sea- 
son with Christmas tea, first there was 
shopping to be done. Local artisans 
and their wares were scattered 
throughout the house. Moving leisure- 
ly between rooms, we sampled deca- 
dent irish Cream fudge and inspected 
luxurious jewelry, unique pottery and 
vibrant stained glass creations. 

After poking around on the main 
floor, we descended the precarious 
stairway and emerged into the What- 
not Giftshop. Whimsical angels, shim- 
mering stars, and diminutive wooden 
ornaments greeted us. My girls flitted 
between displays, enraptured with 





TWE-SUN, TT AMTO 3PM 
THE ARBOUR RESTAURANT 


AT RUTHERFORD HOUSE 
11153 SASKATCHEWAN DRWE 
A221) 


HIGH TEA 


each eye-catching decoration. A 
sparkling reindeer and cheery snow- 
man were carefully wrapped up for 
safe transportation to their new 
home—mine. 


SHOPPING HAS A TENDENCY to stimu- 
late my appetite and this night was no 
exception. The tantalizing smells 
were becoming unbearable as we 
made our way up to the Arbour 
Restaurant for Christmas tea 
($14/person). As we were fashionably 
late, the tea room was already 
bustling with activity. A few tables 
had already been vacated, with just a 
few tell-tale crumbs to hint at the 


feasting and merriment that had tran- 
spired moments earlier. Most of the 
tables were still filled with joyous rev- 
elers of all ages. The crowd was pre- 
dominately female but the rare 
fortunate male joined the fun. 

We settled in, surrounded by warm 
jewel tones and the lively hum of ani- 
mated conversation. Our elegantly 
mismatched tea cups looked empty 
and forlorn, but our cheerful waitress 
soon delivered a pot of the Arbour’s 
house tea complete with strainer. My 
girls were intrigued and had trouble 
waiting for the tea to steep. 

After an agonizing wait, the tea 
was ready. My oldest carefully poured 
the amber liquid through the strainer, 
leaving behind only delicate leaves. 
My youngest opted for hot chocolate. 

My mom and | found the tea deli- 
cate and refreshing. My daughter 
brought the colourful cup to her lips 
and took a sip. Perplexed, she careful- 





ly put down her tea cup and asked if 
she could have a hot chocolate too. 
She was captivated by the process, 
however, and continued to refill our 
cups throughout the evening. 

We were leisurely sipping our 
drinks when my daughter's eyes 
began to expand to the size of the 
dainty plates adorning our table. 
Coming toward us was an elaborate, 
three-tiered cake plate loaded with 
baked goods, fruit and Christmas 
candy. The top tier held a pot of their 
legendary pastel pink raspberry but- 
ter, showcased like a crown jewel. 


HUGE FLUFFY SCONES, dainty choco- 
late brownies, buttery lemon squares, 
ginger shortbread, rich poppy seed 
squares and Christmas sugar cookies 
were surrounded by luscious slices of 
kiwi and orange. Clusters of grapes, 
Christmas Kisses and small candy 
canes were tucked amongst the treas- 


ures. Thankfully, there was four «9, 
everything so we could take our tim. 
and savour the treats without anyon, 
missing out. 

The sugar cookies had to be {}, 
most beautiful sweet on the tray. They 
were cut out into snowmen, angel: 
and stars, decorated with sprink\c 
and looked (almost) too good to eat | 
quickly moved on to the pale lem., 
squares that were relentless, 
demanding my attention. Slight), 
sweet yet still tart, the creamy leno; 
filling was offset by a flaky, butte; 
shortbread crust. I traded a suo; 
cookie for a second square to capiy 
another fleeting moment of bliss 

I was also won over by the butto; 
shaped ginger shortbread, perfect 
dipping in tea. The warm ginger w, 
vibrant yet not overpowering. | almos; 
wished they wouldn't melt in ny, 
mouth so that I could savour them 
just a bit longer. The brownic 
adorned with a light dusting of icin, 
Sugar, were rich, dense, and choco 
laty. They were exactly what browni 
should be. 

Biting into a scone slathered with 
raspberry butter reminded me of the 
warm days of summer; the tangy 
burst of fresh-picked raspberries and 
the rich, creamy butter proved to be 
an irresistible combination. Althougt 
pleasantly satiated, I couldn't leave 
without trying a decadent poppy seed 
square. The tiny smidgen | sampled 
escalated quickly until there was n 
longer any evidence that the square 
existed. 

We left our own few crumbs or 
the platters as the only evidence tha 
a glorious feast had taken place. Thi 
combination of tea, treats and fruil 

made for a memorable evening 
Indulge, enjoy, and make som 
memories of your own. Brave the 
cold blast of winter and escape into 4 
cozy, unique adventure. You may 
even start a new Christmas tradition 
I know we did. v 


COBG Bread Invites you to visit 
us for a delightful treat! 


Each day we start fresh, handerafting 


bread for you to enjoy. 


Our Traditional, Artisan and Cape Seed 
products are made with unbleached flow 


and do not contain preservatives, 


artificial flavor or color, 


so it’s better for you & your family. 


Join us 7 days a week for 


the freshest, tastiest proacinu can find, 


all baked from scratch on 


ie premises! 


We look forward to serving you... 


Come and taste the freshess! 


a delicious Frat Scone on us! 


Bring in this od to redeem for one [1] complimentary Fruit Scone. No cash value. One vouch 


r person, while daily quantities lost. Valid only at COBS bread Edmonton locations {os listed § 
Jow) until December 15th, 2007 ' 


eee aw ewwnecceenncaneecensnesuccncsunscessscsscnassasensce--! 


12023 149 CT COBG EDMONTON LOCATIONS 


COBS Bread Crestwood COBS Bread Westgate 
_ Se 


COBS Bread Lakeland Ridge COBS Bread Gateway Village 


10646 170 ST 
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NICE LEGS 


JAMES LYLE 
= ficelegs @vueweekly.com 


JAMES LYLE / nicelegs@vueweekly.com 


qi HARE'S CHASE SHIRAZ 


Do be careful. Some wineries produce an 
excellent product one year, then either 
Mess it up or suffer poor weather the next. 
While 2002 was a fairly good year in 
Barossa, for whatever reason the 2002 vin- 
tage was a large step back from the 2001. 

| had hoped to get my hands on the 
Hare's Chase ‘01, but there was none left. 
The strawberry red ‘02 had a peppery nose 
with strong fruit and well-developed tan- 


eo fisting the vino 


nins. The odour was quite appealing and it 
had me looking forward to the taste. 

While this wine had lots of fruit, | found 
the tannins overwhelmed the hints of 
cherry at the front of the palate. | left the 
wine open for a while, but the tannins 
Never seemed to give way. The wine 
evolved well through the middle of the 
palate but almost completely disappeared 
at the back. 

The wine's only real enjoyment was in 
the middle of the taste, which is hardly 
what | expected from a $50 dollar bottle of 
wine. As | have a couple more bottles, | 
look forward to seeing how they evolve. 
However, | recommend waiting for the ‘03 
vintage to see if it regains its former glory. 


a LA FRENZ MONTAGE 


Deli & Cette, 


Specialty, F Foods* ms 


















La Frenz is slipping. 

Well, maybe not, but | can’t expect 
every La Frenz wine to be amazing. Their 
Bordeaux blend reserve is outstanding, 
their Reisling is to die for and their 
Cabernet will compete with the best 
However, this was my first try of the new 
Montage. 

The Montage is a blend of 60 per cent 
pinot and 40 per cent merlot. | was opti- 
mistic. The deep, cherry-red wine emitted 
a consistent and even odour with little 
hints of tannins and fruit. As | first tasted 
it, the fruit was quite full at the front of 
the taste and evolved well through the 
mouth. However, the fruit very quickly 
gave way and never seemed to hold my 
attention. 

Though | still enjoy La Frenz’s product, 
next year, ! will likely skip the Montage 
and buy a couple more Reisling. w 















FOOD & Om S:- 

It’s 
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 
HAPPY HOUR 4-7 


MOLSON NIGHT ON FRIDAYS 


KARAOKE NIGHT 
ON SATURDAYS 


| AU TAENTIC 
TURKISH 
CUISINE 


Open Tuesday to 
| Sun ay for 
inner at 5 pm 


Wine eG 
every Wednesday 
sae 4 tl8 pm 


Please phone for 
eservations 


10345-106 St - 


ONTON’S BEST 
ETH 


NOW HIRING 


ALL POSITIONS 


INQUIRE WITHIN 


www.langanoskies.com 


| 9920-82 Ave 
9432-3334 


Win-Win! 


493-3044 
LO - OS - | 









_GREAT FOOD, GREAT FUN! 
Fort Saskatchewan 


Lakeview Inn & Suites 
10115-88th Ave | P: 998-7888 
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| Great Yalian Dining since 1991 
8715-109ST. 439-8466 


fiorecantina.com 
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$4.99 Breakfast 


Branch served until Sem YP 





Saturdays 8am - 3pm 
10310-83 Ave Edmonton, Ab 
Open year ‘round! Lots of free parking! 


That’s Aroma is 
heaven-scent 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christopher@vueweekly.com 
© other restaurant has the 
Nene: to base their entire 
cuisine on the glorious stink- 
ing rose. That’s Aroma Garlic 
Restaurant and Bar does just that, 
and the results are magnificent. 

That unmistakeable aroma filled 
the air as our little family entered the 
huge, open restaurant. Garlic features 
strongly in their décor: ropes of dried 
vampire repellant hang above the car- 
toon garlic bulbs cavorting on the 
walls. In jars, on posters and in the 
themed products for sale at the front 
desk, That's Aroma raises a simple 
obsession with garlic into a shrine. 

Hues of yellow and gold brightened 
the walls under light streaming in 
from the colossal front windows. A 
dried flower arrangement dominated 
the centre of the room under an 
equally impressive light fixture. Multi- 
coloured tablecloths and burgundy 
accents complemented the room and 
we checked out the menus while still 
trying to take it all in. 

As expected in one of the offshoots 
of Edmonton’‘s beloved Sorrentino’s 
chain, Italian basics and some imagi- 
native entrées filled the two-sided 
menu: appetizers hovered around $10 
and tempting pasta dishes stayed on 
the happy side of $20, while entrées 
featuring chicken breast, satay, ribs or 
seafood cost a little more. 


WE ORDERED OUR MEALS with coffee 


($2.92) and were taken by surprise 
when thick slices of foccaccia arrived 
instantly. Lightly drizzled in olive oil, 
the accompanying roasted garlic 
spread easily across the bread. Roast- 
ed garlic is much milder than fresh; 
we discovered that our daughters 
were both big fans. 

The quick, attentive service delight- 
ed us. Our dishes were served swiftly 
and the sight of them was eclipsed 
only by, yes, that aroma. Our daugh- 
ter's penne with tomato sauce ($3.71) 


DISH 
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DEVINE HOLIDAY SPIRITS 

Last year’s event sold out, so book early 
for deVine Wines’ $40 single malt scotch 
tasting on Tue, Dec 4 at 7 pm. deVine will 
sample some unique drams from their 
huge selection, with three supplier guests 
invited to pour. Also, check out their most 
popular (standing room only) event, the 
$20 “Best Bang for the Buck” tasting on 
Thu, Dec 6 at 7 pm. Explore the wines that 
give the greatest value for money. Email 
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THAT'S AROMA GARLIC 


= | RESTAURANT AND BAR 
Me iG STREET 


was a delicious, lunch-sized portico, 
from the “Little Stinkers” menu, wh, 
my own choice was fragrant gar!) 
chicken linguine in herb buti,, 
($16.96). My wife’s chicken parm, 
giana ($21.20), however, was magni 
cent. Next to a pile of pan-fric, 
potatoes, the breaded chicken breas, 
was baked with ham under a thi, 
layer of gooey mozzarella. Our serve, 
offered fresh pepper and grate 
parmesan, then topped up our coffees 
and waters before she left. 

My garlic pasta almost burned 
tongue in the first couple of bites, },, 
smoothed out quickly. Extractino 4 
crisp, tasty bite from my wife's dinne 
was a challenge and | didn’t try for 
second. After gorging on foccac 
sampling from our daughter's dish and 
arm wrestling my wife for more parma 
giana, there was no way I could finist 
my enormous serving. I had the rest 
boxed and scanned the dessert menu 

Despite a number of tasty tempta 
tions, I couldn't resist the idea of gar 
lic ice cream ($6.89). Our smiling 
server brought out four spoons io 
serve up the two scoops of creamy 
vanilla under mounds of whipped 
cream and strawberry sauce. | could 
sense a hint of garlic in the aftertast: 
but it was just enough to add depth to 
the flavour. 

Including tax, our meal barely 
cleared $60 and we had plenty to tak: 
home. We were pleasantly stuffed, but 
1 wished | had taken that mint they 
included with our bill—so did my wit 
evidently, as she unrolled the window 
a bit on the drive home. 

Go to That's Aroma immediately 
but don’t make the same mistake | 
did: take the mint. vw 


info@devinewines.ca for information 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE PARTY! 
If you want to introduce a little more | 
refinement into the pit of hedonism ant | 
anarchy you call a lifestyle, why nol | 
schedule an engagement at ti 
Rutherford House's High Tea Saturdays’ | 
Whether for the retro chic or an elega' | 
tea with Mom, book your reservation 0” 
Dec 8 or 22 between 11 am and 4p" | 
Otherwise, check out Tea and Tales wit" 
storyteller Marjorie Russell on Dec 11 2! | 
7 pm. Call 422.2697 for reservations. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans onculina’’ | 
happenings around town. Got an eve" | 
an announcement or some substantia' | 
ed gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.co" | 
or fax 426.2889. ; | 
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‘3 a aréat distance 
1 Brunei and Edmonton, 
‘both geographically and cultur- 
ally, put Hong Chew of NAIT’s School 
of Hospitality and Culinary Arts has 
arrived with panache. Behind Chew's 
easy smile lies a savvy careerist and 
lover of cuisine, a case study of the 
track available for the pro- 
fessional food enthusiast. 
The CIA’s World Factbook lists the 
sultanate of Brunei, which shares the 
island of Borneo with Malaysia and 
Indonesia, as having one of the high- 
est per capita GDPs in Asia. Alas, 
Chew was not a member of the crude- 
oil-drenched Malay ruling class. 
Instead, he worked for three years 
as a teacher of geography and history. 
In 1990, he decided to act on his 
"desire to see a different part of the 
world” and came to Canada. He did 
not leave Brunei planning to become 
a chef. But in Edmonton, he got a job 
as a line cook at Red Robin. 
The cultural adjustments he faced 
in his new country included the vast 
differences in South Asian and North 
American diets; at a time when 
jalapefios were all the rage, he was- 
n't sure how to pronounce the word. 
Nonetheless, this encounter with 
restaurant life determined his own 
path. The sense of accomplishment, 
as well as the adrenaline rush of the 
high-pressure kitchen environment, 


102 Ave. & 100A St. 
4.26-4RMS (4767) 


1 
Edmonton City Centre 
| 


encouraged him to acquire formal 
training. 

In 1991, that meant entering the 
commercial cooking program at NAIT. 
Though the older program may seem 
plebeian compared to NAIT’s new 
Hokanson Centre for Culinary Arts, 
Chew said the program then and now 
are similar, particularly with respect 
to the fundamentals. Chew quickly 
embraced those fundamentals. 


THREE DAYS INTO his practicum at the 


Hotel Macdonald, then-executive chef 
Willie White asked Chew to stay on 
Part-time. Chew was hired full-time at 
the Harvest Room after his graduation 
in 1993. He values the variety of his 
culinary experiences—he worked all 
the brigade positions—as well as the 
high quality of mentorship. Especially 
influential was Chef White's interest 
in local cuisine. Because of Edmon- 
ton’s short growing season, that 
meant an emphasis on meats—beef, 
bison, elk—as well as squash and 
mushrooms. Additionally, since the 
hotel clientele appreciated good food, 
Chew said, the staff “could explore 
food at a higher level.” 

In 1998, Chew made another trip. 
He visited the Jasper Park Lodge. 
Executive chef David Garcelon (now 
at the Royal York in Toronto) was a 
champion of the slow food move- 
ment and another fan of regional 
cuisine. Ingredients such as extra 





Avo 


fall menu 
available 
now ! 





|WHO'S COOKING? 


Virgin olive oil and birch syrup were 
on the menu, as well as sweetgrass- 
smoked rack of lamb. 

In four years, Chew did tours as 
garde manger (cold kitchen), saucier 
(sauces and meats) and sous-chef. 
In short, Jasper was a lifetime of 
experience. In winter, Mildred Lake 
was his skating rink outside his 
front door; after his son Ethan was 
born, he pulled the infant around 
the ice in a sled, surrounded by the 
Rocky Mountains. 

After the birth of his son, Chew and 
his family returned to the big city 
where Chew took over as executive 
chef at the Delta Edmonton South. In 
that role, he was more a manager 
than a cook. “It wasn’t just food,” 
Chew says. “You were looking after 
the finances.” In addition, he had to 
work alongside other administrators, 
particularly the food and beverage 
manager and the sales manager. 

Nonetheless, Chew was free to 
push for local products, whether 
bison from Wainwright or locally- 
smoked salmon and hempseed oil 
from Edmonton farmers’ markets. In 
2004, he was promoted to food and 
beverage manager, which meant an 
increased overseer role. He became 
the go-to person for outlandish cus- 


tomer requests. Chew once had to 
introduce a customer's own $3000 
blender into the kitchen so that the 
Staff could have all of the cus- 
tomer’s meals—fish, potatoes, veg- 


etables—frappéd together into a 
drinkable smoothie. 


FROM FOOD AND BEVERAGE manager 
at the Delta South, Chew went corpo- 
rate. He took on food services at 
seven Alberta hotels for CHIP Hospi- 
tality, Delta Edmonton South’s man- 
agement company. Chew was now a 
troubleshooter, moving away from 
daily operations to budgeting and 
forecasting, coaching and long-term 
planning. That promotion, however, 
meant more travelling away from his 
wife and two children. Even though 
Chew loved the business, he was a 
family man: “As a parent you want to 
be a part of your children’s life.” 

Chew's NAIT position came just at 
the right time. He has been seconded 
to the Nutrition and Foodservice Man- 
agement Program, where he teaches 
prospective foodservice managers the 
basics of food preparation: everything 
from making sandwiches, soups and 
sauces to cutting meat. His school- 
teaching days in Brunei helped some- 
what, but adult education is far 
different from childhood education 
His job is not simply to draw on his 
vast experience but to make that 
experience relevant. 


fork in the road led to culinary mastery 


One of the more important things 
he teaches his students is to know 
about food in its natural form. Food- 
processing technologies have made 
some people unfamiliar with raw 
food. For some students, chicken is 
the deep-fried stuff made with the 
Colonel's secret recipe. 


THE GASTRONOMIC SCENE has 


changed since Chew first began his 
training. Oil-boomed Edmontonians 
have more disposable income, and as 
a result they go out not for suste- 
nance but to enjoy food. Global cui- 
sine has also captured the public 
imagination, Chew argues, through 
media such as television food net- 
works and the Internet. Diners not 
only want AAA meat and organically 
grown vegetables, but they also want 
to know their meal’s salt content 
Restaurateurs must match the grow- 
ing sophistication of their clientele 

By becoming an instructor at NAIT, 
Chew's straight-line path has taken a 
side road. This seems merely a shift to 
a different sphere of influence. His 
love of food has not faded 

His favourites these days? He grins, 
“Sushi. I love sushi.” He favours sashi- 
mi for being food in its simplest form 
but he loves a roast lamb just as 
much 


Much as he likes eating, though, he 
likes making it more: he’s the cook at 
home, too. v 


Now everyone can give great gifts 


Do you, or someone you love, need the caring support of Elf Help? 


Let Elf Help make you feel good about rellis givi again. 


Visit Moxtes.com/elfhelp ond learn te love your 


MORE ELF HELP: 
Buy $50 in Moxie's gift cards and you ‘Il faced 
a set of two free Moxie's Big Life™ glasses”. 


MOXIE'S 
CLASSIC 


reik | Vi 
GRILL 


Whatever you're in the mood for. 
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Safety initiative the death rattle of big air? 


COLIN CATHREA / colin@vueweekly.com 

t the beginning of November, 
Lv: media release from Resorts 

of the Canadian Rockies (RCR) 
landed on my desk. Immediately, 
Snow Zone editor Jeremy Derksen 
and I were talking. RCR called it a 
“terrain park safety industry-leading 
initiative;” | called it the death of 
decent terrain parks. 

“Resorts of the Canadian Rockies 
focuses on terrain park safety with an 
industry leading initiative,” said the 
announcement. It sounded like a regu- 
lar old release tooting their horn about 
some safety stuff, but upon further 
investigation this was a much farther 
reaching document: “all man-made 
snow jumps will be eliminated from 
RCR terrain parks this season.” What??? 

“We have found that one of the 
main issues that increase the likeli- 
hood of serious injury on our moun- 
tains is big air,” said Matt Mosteller 
(Senior Director of Business Develop- 
ment for RCR) in the release. “When 
we are making decisions about safety 
at our resorts, the big jumps in the 
terrain parks always come into the 
equation. We decided to make a 
change.” Yeah ... a big change! They 
plan to have big rail parks, but no 
jumps? I needed to talk to Mosteller 
directly, but despite repeated attempts 
I was not able to reach him or anyone 
at RCR for comment. I did see a report 
by CityTV interviewing Lake Louise 
season ticket holders about the deci- 
sion, and they were not happy. Many 
said they were considering asking for 
their money back 


BIG AIR AND | have a close and loving 


relationship. However, in my early 
days airtime caused me lots of grief. 
When we built jumps down at the 
Edmonton Ski Club, they were con- 
structed in the fashion of a covert mili- 
tary operation. It was impossible to 
just grab a hay bale and throw snow 
on it out in the open. We were stealth- 
like ninja aerial specialists, hiding the 
construction in treed areas. We would 
then get our speed up through paths in 
the trees and emerge already airborne 
onto the main run. This would last 
until hill staff discovered our undercov- 
er operation and rounded up the usual 
suspects. Lift tickets were removed, 
stern warnings reissued for the 
umpteenth time and the process would 
ultimately repeat itself. 

As time passed, the emergence of 
snowboarding and free-ride skiing 
finally caused ski resorts to clue in and 
see the dollar value in luring these 
once-shunned bank accounts. Terrain 
parks began to evolve out of natural 
bowls and gullies. Snowmaking, spe- 
cialized snow-cats and ingenuity lead 
to half-pipes, rails and jumps. Before 











=| TERRAIN PARKS 


long, superpipes and massive table-top 
jumps began to spring up at virtually 
every major resort worldwide. Jib rails, 
walls, boxes, step-up jumps, step-down 
jumps, table-tops, gaps, hip jumps and 
spines were just some of the creations 
carved out of snow. Eventually, Federa- 
tion Internationale du Ski—the interna- 
tional governing body for competitive 
skiing and snowboarding—began over- 
seeing freestyle competitions. This 
pissed off some athletes who didn't like 
the strict rules that limited the number 
and difficulty of tricks they were capa- 
ble of performing. 

But freestyle’s popularity continued 
to grow, with younger riders seeking 
to emulate the gravity-defying riders 
they could watch on “X Games.” Ter- 
rain parks at ski resorts not located in 
the mountains lured thousands of 
skiers and boarders from their Super 
Nintendos and Play Stations back to 
river valleys and foothills to spend 
time inverted, suspended and ecstatic. 


It’s become an undeniable part of the 
sport, just like the insurance compa- 
nies that track the number of acci- 
dents resulting from big terrain park 
features. Watching some of these 
kids, you have to wonder what their 
mothers would think if they saw what 
their kids were doing. Could one of 
these factors—insurance or over-pro- 
tective parenting—be part of the 
impetus for RCR’s shocking move? 


DESPITE RCR’S SILENCE 1 stil! wanted 
more info, so | called my old friend 
Bill Oak, Rabbit Hill’s Area Manager. 
Oak always has his finger on the 
pulse of all that is skiing and board- 
ing. | asked him about RCR abandon- 
ing all man-made jumps. “Hey, they 
can do whatever they want! But here 
we'd rather build and engineer great 
jumps with some forms of safety built 
in. Is there danger? Yes. Could you get 
hurt? Yes. But a skier could hit a tree 
and get hurt just as bad or worse,” 
Oak explained. 

“We build and test the jumps exten- 
sively,” he went on. “They are tried out 
by expert terrain park aficionados and 


average Joes alike. We determine how 
big the in-run should be to gauge the 
correct speed. If you don’t get too much 
speed, you won't land on the flats. It’s 
the sudden stop that hurts.” When 
asked if the RCR decision was insur- 
ance industry driven, he responded, 
“Not to my knowledge. We would have 
heard if that was the case.” Rabbit Hill 
is making a change of its own this sea- 
son, choosing to eliminate its half-pipe. 
On a typical day the operators found 
that the vast majority of patrons were 
always in the terrain park. Rabbit Hill 
did a survey and over 80 per cent said 
an improved terrain park was better 
than a bit of both. 


ON ONE OF MY tast ski trips of last 
season I witnessed a sight I will not 
soon forget. A team of young freerid- 
ers was cruising the lower terrain 
park at Lake Louise. There were 
about 20 skiers around the ages of 10 
to 12, with a few coaches spotting the 
landings. Most were wearing brightly 
coloured leis tied to their helmets. The 
massive terrain park at Louise was 
one of the best I have ever laid eyes 





on. Some of the table top jumps 
looked to be over 10 meters high. The 
way they were spread out down the 
hill allowed these young athletes to 
link together a series of launches that 
propelled them what looked to be 
another 10 meters higher than the 
jump. Standing at ground level look 
ing up at these little astronauts flying 
like birds was truly amazing. I've seen 
guys skiing over 100 kilometers pt! 
hour and cliff jumps that would make 
you question anyone's sanity, but the 
sight of these flowered kids soaring 
near the clouds will never leave me 

One question we should ask ou! 
selves is whether this decision will 
reduce injuries or ultimately lead \° 
more injuries. Will extreme riders bé 
pushing out to cliffs and jumps thal 
are not engineered for as safe a! 
environment? Will there be mor 
injuries in the backcountry? Imp!” 
vised jumps are obviously more da! 
gerous but in the absence ol 
man-made kickers, table-tops a 
gaps at RCR, some freeriders may 
resort to alternative means to $°! 
their big air fix this season. W 
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in my younger years living in a ski area, 
the lifestyle kept me in condition: daily 
biking, hiking, climbing, taking a run now 

-and then. It all combined for a low-key, 
effective, unconscious conditioning pro- 
gram. After a couple of days on the hill in 
early November, I'd be sore. But after that 
it was all wine and roses. 

Now, with other things in my life tak- 
ing more of my time, the “lifestyle” of 
staying in shape takes a back seat. Still, 
not wanting the pain, I’ve developed a 
casual, deliberate and effective pre-sea- 
son conditioning program. It's built on the 
simple premise that getting into shape 
doesn't need to involve intricate training 
fegimens, gym memberships or a major 
time commitment. However, no matter 
how you do it, it takes a few weeks or a 

month to notice the effects. If you haven't 
_ started yet, now's the time. 

| divide my program into three parts: 
flexibility, motion and balance. First, flexi- 
bility. Every morning, | stretch for five or 
ten minutes. Sitting on the floor, clasping 
my hands behind my head, | touch my 
elbows to my knees. Then | move to tradi- 
tional track stretches, one leg back trying 
vainly to touch my forehead to my knee. | 
finish standing, twisting my trunk and 
- touching my toes. In a week a change 
occurs. Ina month my increased flexibility 
is dramatic. 

Second is motion. | forget about my 
car. | walk. If it takes 10 minutes or half 
an hour more, | still walk. Think about the 
times you drive a few minutes for an 
errand when you could walk. It may take 
More time, but what is time? It’s your 
‘time. Use it better. | walk an hour a day in 
the months leading up to the season. Ten 
minutes here, 15 there and fairly soon, 
with little effort, an hour or more clocks 
in every day. - 

Balance comes third. Two or three times 
® week, | combine motion with balance by 
‘Going climbing. I tend to boulder so there's 

0 need to find a partner and my schedule 
‘Temains loose. (if you don’t climb, spt 
lute another agility-intensive exercise. 

_ lastly, once a week | spend all day out- 
side, hiking, biking or climbing all day. A 
°W years ago in October, | helped a cou- 
‘ple of friends put up wood for their cabin 
a! Crystal Mountain. All day we bucked 







Try 4 natural training program 
for enhanced ski fitness ° 


and split wood, then hauled it to the 
cabin, the smell of the cedars and firs 
thick in the cool fall air. In the early after- 
noon, we took off hiking up a horribly 
steep trail. The next day we finished the 
wood and two weeks later, the mountain 
opened. That day in October was as close 
to getting sore as | got that year. 

Getting in shape doesn't have to mean 
pushing weights or running until you 
puke. Dump the car, go climbing, get in 
motion and stretch. Remember, on that 
first day on the hill it all will make sense. 
As the chair slows and you slide off at 
the top, looking at the view, the only 
thing you'll worry about then is remem- 
bering how to turn. w 
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First names and first class service with a Sunshine smile 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vweweekly.com 
tience is not a common virtue 
among skiers and riders. We 
want to step out our backdoor to 
mountains of powder, so living in 
Edmonton can be trying sometimes. But 
thanks to the new Anthony Henday and 
a Cremona shortcut, my buddy Ric and I 
discovered it is possible to get from Mill 
Woods to the Sunshine Village park- 
ing lot in four hours. 

Once there, checking in at the base 
is fast and easy. The courteous staff 
haul away your bags for transfer up 
the slope. They even valet park your 
vehicle. And that’s just the beginning: 
Sunshine has undergone a facelift in 
the last couple years that has trans- 
formed the comforts and service 
offered at the hill. A cool new addition 
this year is that all the employees’ 
nametags identify the city and country 
they are from. England seems to be 
extremely popular this year, but there 
were also plenty Aussies, New 
Zealanders and even one from Isle of 
Man. The nametags are a great way 
to break the ice, and just one example 
of how Sunshine caters to the full 
experience. 


WHEN WE ARRIVED iast Friday night 
we were asked not to leave break- 
ables in our checked luggage so we 
headed for the gondola empty-hand- 
ed, except for the case of Budweiser 
Ric was carrying. Riding the gondola 
in the dark under a full moon afforded 
us spectacular views of the quiet 
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= SUNSHINE 
VILLAGE 


mountain. Under other circumstances 
it might have been romantic, but I 
was with Ric and we didn’t have our 
wives with us. We did have beer, 
though. The gondola ride used to take 
25 minutes but the new high-speed 
version got us to the village in a chug- 
inducing 12 minutes. 

I have stayed slopeside at the Sun- 
shine Inn numerous times but this was 
my first since the extensive renova- 
tions. After this weekend I am con- 
vinced the money was spent wisely 
and the designers really put some 
thought into it. The entrance to the Inn 
is on the main floor, right beside the 
new Java Lift bistro where soups, fresh 
pastries and Starbucks coffee are on 
the menu. The Chimney Comer Restau- 
rant has had a facelift and new this 
year is an adjoining sports bar with big 
screen TVs to catch up on the latest 
action. A quick look at the menu clearly 
showed that they have upgraded their 
cuisine. Burgers and nachos were the 
only choice before but now in addition 
there are Thai salads, fish, bison and 
my choice for the night, bangers and 
mash. 

The Eagles Nest is the fine dining 
establishment up here. We had an 
opportunity to savour the fare on Sat- 
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urday night. I chose the halibut offered 
amongst others like rack of lamb and 
beef tenderloin. Fine wines accompany 
the menu selections and the staff was 
quick to suggest pairings. 

The new rooms at the Inn are fan- 
tastic. They are relatively small but per- 
fect for two or three guests, with a 
balcony and mountain view (or a view 
of the waterfall for the backside units). 
Because they are so cozy, every nook 
and cranny has a purpose, kind of like 
a high quality IKEA. There are flat 
screens on the walls and the alarm 
clock doubles as a CD player. Tiled 
washrooms complete the modern 
décor. Surprisingly the room rates are 
not out of this world. The best deal is 
the Monday to Thursday special. $109 
gets you a lift ticket and a room for the 
night. Lift tickets this year are $75 so 
you know you are getting a deal on 
these slopeside accommodations. 

Beside the Inn is Mad Trappers. Here 
we were treated to a pub-style atmos- 
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phere that kept us going until midnight. 
The pool table was a social magnet and 
it quickly became obvious that this is 
the place where staff comes to unwind. 
All are so friendly and I talked to many 
discussing their life and future. Several 
were recently graduated engineers 
from England who chose a year.of ski- 
ing and boarding before returning 
home and pursuing their chosen 
career. An interesting guest was Jim 
Ward who hails from Texas and has 
been coming to Sunshine for a week 
every November and March. Ward has 
been making this trek for seventeen 
years and to most staff he is just known 
as Mr Ward. As we talked, he told me 
that he’d thought about other ski 
resorts but feels most comfortable in 
the confines of the Sunshine Inn. 

All the upgrades were impressive, 
but there was a bit of a tragedy last 
week that has the operations staff 
scrambling. On Thursday the Goat's 
Eye base lodge—called The Gardens— 
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burned to the ground. Currently they 
are hoping to replace the building by 
Christmas. It will be an extreme win. 
ter challenge moving a doublewide 
trailer up the ski out. 


| COULD FINISH by telling you the sk; 
conditions were great but that wasn 
entirely the case. It’s November, afte; 
all, and only 50 per cent of the hil) 
was open. We were able to find a fe, 
good runs around the Wolverine Chai 
and Wawa, but generally skiers any 
boarders were pretty cautious 
manoeuvring through the rocky 
patches. However, it did snow a little 
Saturday night and there is plent, 
more in the forecast. 

Speaking of forecasts, Ken Derpa} 
Sunshine's vice president of operation: 
had-an interesting weather forecasting 
story to tell me. Although there are se\ 
eral internet sites he visits in hope o/ 
identifying the next storm, in the end 
he relies on a company out of the U} 
that time and time again predicts th 
most accurate snowfalls and tempera 
tures for this region. The only detail ji 
seems to be off on is the wind speed: 
but on the rest it is up to 90 per cen 
accurate. 1 wonder if Edmonton's fore 
casters could maybe give him a cal! 
and get a hold of this fee-for-servic: 
forecasting station. 

I haven't seen the latest forecast: 
but it’s getting harder td be patient 
Like Mr Ward, I'd like to be known to 
ski hill staff by name, and not because 
of my snooker skills. v 











ATHY / steve@vueweekly.com 
3 a new face at the helm of 
Mountain, near Pincher 
in the southwest corner of 
Rhodes has taken over 
n at the resort, replacing 
et Cusack stepped down 

from the position ar the end of last sea- 
son. He had been managing the resort 
on what amounted to an extended 
interim basis after then-manager Tom 
Tataryn was killed in a motorcycle acci- 
dent in 2002. 

with the hiring of Rhodes, Castle's 
Board of Directors went to an outsider 
to lead the resort into the future but 
one with a significant amount of 
experience. Rhodes, 56, has worked 
al a variety of ski areas including 
Apex, Red Mountain, Grouse Moun- 
tain, Kimberley, Silver Mountain in 
idaho and even little Rabbit Hill near 
Edmonton, as well as managed prop- 
erties in Banff and other mountain 
areas. Rhodes sees his new position 
as an opportunity to help the resort 
turn the corner toward becoming a 
viable, sustainable operation. “I hope 
to take Castle to the next level and 
complete the vision started by people 
like Tom Tataryn and Brian Cusack.” 


A MAJOR PART OF that vision was 
opened last winter when Mount Haig 
became lift-serviced for the first time 
in the 40-year history of the ski area. 
With the Huckleberry Chair opening 
up beginner and intermediate terrain 
on Haig, Castle was finally able to 
offer terrain for all ability levels. For 
the first four decades of its operation, 
the ski area offered amazing upper 
end skiing but almost no beginner 
and intermediate runs. 

In his first summer on the job, 
Rhodes has been identifying Castle's 
attributes and discovering both the 
charm and the challenges facing the 
resort. Rhodes calls Castle a “diamond 
in the rough that offers a unique expe- 
rience and has made a good start in 
identifying and branding who it is. They 
have repositioned themselves with the 
new product on Haig so it can be 
enjoyed by experts to beginners.” 

The resort’s unique ownership struc- 
ture makes managing Castle different 
from other resorts Rhodes has worked 
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\f you're just hanging out around town this 
winter or your current job is pretty boring, 
Why not hit the mountains for the winter 
and work at a ski resort? Currently all of 
the hills have openings and although the 
pay isn’t always that great, the perks are 
awesome. Free skiing or boarding are 
always included when you work on the 
hill This includes before and after your 
Shift, lunch breaks and on your days off. At 
Sunshine you can even score some on-hill 
lodging but that comes at a price. 
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PEOPLE 


at. At Castle, a shareholder group 
(composed mostly of homeowners with 
homes at the base of the mountain) 
chooses a Board of Directors to oversee 
the financial well-being of the resort 
and hire management. The diplomacy 
needed to manage and lead in such a 
situation is evident in Rhodes’s com- 
ments when he talks about the owner- 
ship structure. 

“Everyone has their ideas and feels 
a lot of passion about what they have 
here. There is a wide diversity of opin- 
ion but all the shareholders I have met 
have been supportive of the direction 
we are going.” That direction is not so 
much “bigger is better” as it is fiscal 
responsibility and viability—something 
the perpetually cash-strapped resort 
and its patient shareholders are hoping 
to see as soon as possible. 

“There has to be a proper return on 
investment,” says Rhodes. “Some costs 
need to be brought down and under 
control. We need to improve systems 
here whether it’s grooming or food 
services or ticket sales or anything 
else. Some systems may be improved 
faster than others but that's the way it 
has to be in a resort this size.” 

A big part of Castle’s appeal for 
Rhodes is the resort’s goals. “We're 
trying to create a well-rounded family 
resort. The people here don’t want to 
be like the other hills. I liked the 
change in 1996 (when shareholders 
purchased the resort from the Town 
and Municipal District of Pincher 
Creek and began developing the infra- 


Looking For Work? 


Then again, this isn't a money-making 
venture but rather an adventure promising 
good memories and a guaranteed 
increase in your carving skills. Jobs avail- 
able include servers, cooks, bartenders, 
ski instructors, lifites and even techni- 
cians and heavy-duty mechanics. The lat- 
ter two certainly pay much more money, 
extend into summer and can even lead to 
full-time employment. Before your first 
day, hills generally require you to provide 
a criminal record check so make sure you 
keep your nose clean. As a bonus, if you 
want to meet a mate from Down Under, 
this is definitely a good place to start. 
Statistics point out that nearly 30 per cent 
of mountain staff come from Australia and 
New Zealand. w 


structure). I looked at the operation 
on behalf of an investor back then 
and | thought this was a place with 
real potential.” 

So after 35 years in the resort opera- 
tion business and 10 years after getting 
his first serious look at the place, 
Rhodes is finally on top of the Castle. w 
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Snowboards - Skateboards 


H Rabbit Hill — 50 cm hase, 3 runs open, 2 lifts. Season 
} passes available till Dec 2. Park Competition Dec 1, 

H call 955-2440 for details. 

i) Snow Valley — 50 cm base, 3 runs open, 


} Alberta 


Lake Louisa — 68 cm base, 9 cm new snow. 22 runs 
} open, 7 lifts, 
Marmot Basin — 51 cm base. 40 runs open, 5 lifts. 
| Mt. Norquay — Opens Dec 7 
| Sunshine Village — 72 cm hase, 13 cm new snow. 55 
i) runs open, 9 lifts open. 


|B.C. 


Femie (Kootenay Rockies) — Opens Dec 8 
1 Mt. Washington (Vancouver Island) — Opens Dec 6 
} Panorama (Invermere) — Opens Dec 26 
i Powder King (Pine Pass) — 175 cm base, 12 cm new 
} snow 
| Whistler/ Blackeombh — 102 cm base, 1 cm new snow. 
Silver Star — 72 cm base, 3cm new snow. 
Big White — Opens Nov 30 
} Apex — N/A 


| U.S.A. 


Big Sky (Montana) — Opens Dec 8, projected 38 runs. 
Great Divide (Marysville, MT) — 31 cm base, 3cm new 
snow. 4 runs open. 

Schweitzer Mt. (Sandpoint, ID) — Opens Dec 14 

Silver Mt. Resort (Kellogg, !D) — N/A 


1 Sun Valley (Idaho) — 51 cm base, no new snow. 1 run 
} open, 1 lift open. More runs opening later in the week. 


All conditions accurate as of Nov 28, 2007 
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CONDITION 


REPORT 


Sun Ridge — 30 cm base, 2 runs open, 3 lifts. 2m 
new snow. 
Edmonton Ski Club — N/A 


Nakiski — Opens Dec 8 

Castle Mountain — Opens Dec 15 

Tawatinaw — N/A 

Fortress - Closed! www. gopetition.com/petitions/please- 
regpen-fortrass-mountain.htm! to help petition for a reopen. 


Sun Peaks — 65.2 cm base, 20 cm new snow. 18 nuns 
open, 4 lifts open. 

Kimberley — Opens Dec 15 

Kicking Horsa — Opens Dec 14 

Red Mountain — Opens Dec 7 

White Water — Opens Dec 8 

Ravelstoke — Opens Dec 22 

Powder King — N/A 


49 North — N/A 

Mt. Spokane — Opens Dec 1 
Lookout Pass — Opens Nov 29 
Crystal Mountain — Opens 30 
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You know it’s hard out here for a bitch 


BITCHSLAP! UNLEASHES THE BEST AND BITCHIEST JOAN CRAWFORD AND BETTE DAVIS HAVE TO OFFER 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

f he best time I ever had with 
Joan Crawford was when I 
pushed her down the stairs in 

Whatever Happened to Baby Jane?’— 

Bette Davis 


There's only a few of Bette Davis and 
Joan Crawford's poisonously bitchy 
quotes about each other that Darrin 
Hagen didn’t manage to slip in to his 
script for BitchSlap!, but that’s one of 
them. It’s the experience of making 
Whatever Happened to Baby Jane?, 
though, that Hagen largely focuses on 
for his story of the legendary feud 
between the two actresses, and that 
quote gives some idea of just how mer- 
curial was the relationship between 
two of the definitive actresses of Holly- 
wood’s Golden Age, whether or not 
they had to share a soundstage. 

However at odds Davis and Craw- 
ford were, Hagen and Trevor Schmidt, 
the two who are tasked with bringing 
this cat fight to fully clawed life as 
Crawford and Davis, respectively, 
seem just as close. Sitting in the base- 
ment of the Third Space in between 
rehearsals for last weekend's Loud N 
Queer Cabaret—just one of the 
umpteen projects the duo have work 
ed on together, from Guys in Disguise 
productions like Neo Nancies: Hitler's 
Kickline to the annual Urban Tales 
show, produced by Scmidt's Northern 
Light Theatre—the two get along fab- 
ulously, trading good-natured barbs 
and laughs almost as often as actually 
answering questions. 


AS WELL AS THEY get along now, 


though—and they must, if for no other 
reason than they've spent a decent 
chunk of time since BitchSlap! first 
debuted at the 2005 Fringe touring the 
show together with Davina Stewart, 
who plays gossip columnist Hedda 
Hopper—things weren't always so 
splendid between the pair. Though 
they never quite reached the acid- 
Spitting of Crawford vs Davis—surely 
at least in part because no one was 
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shoving a tape recorder in their faces 
when they were both struggling 
actors—as Schmidt explains, the first 
time he and Hagen worked together, 
the only thing keeping them from 
pushing each other down the stairs 
was that there weren’t any around. 
"I'd love to be able to say nasty 
things about Darrin now; it would 
make for such great press,” Schmidt 


says in a caustically dry manner not at 
all out of place for a man set to play 
Bette Davis. 

"The truth is, though, when we first 
worked together, we did not get on at 
all,” says Schmidt of their initial expe- 
rience working on Times Square Angel, 
more than 15 years ago. “He was real- 
ly loud and political, and I was just 
not having it at all.” 

“We just had very different outlooks 
at the time,” agrees Hagen. “Trevor 
was, | think, a bit more in the closet at 
the time, or at least more low key, and 
I was a drag queen: my closet was full 
of dresses, there was no room for 
me.” 

According to both, that acrimo- 
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nious relationship persisted until 
Hagen and Chris Craddock offered 
Schmidt a part in Lil Orphan Tranny, 
an offer Schmidt was initially reluc- 
tant to accept. 

“{ wanted to work with Guys in Dis- 


guise, but I honestly wasn’t sure if 


Darren and I would be able to get 
along,” explains Schmidt. "I literally 
remember telling a friend of mine at 
the time that I was just going to grit 
my teeth and take the money, because 
I knew it was going to be a money 
maker, and | needed it. Then, of 
course, we had a blast working 
together, and at this point I’d work 
with him at the drop of a hat, pretty 
much." 







WHILE BOTH CAN JOKE pretty freely 


about their past, for Hagen that ex xpe- 
rience is just one of the aspects that 
makes playing Crawford and Davis so 
natural for the duo. As he explains, in 
many ways their portrayals go much 
deeper than simply the drag costumes 
they spend more than an hour getting 
into each night of the show , 

“l actually do a fairly mean Bette 
Davis, so when | first called Trevor, he 
assumed I'd be doing Bette and he'd 
be doing Joan,” explains Hagen. “Now 
[the roles are reversed] partly because 
I have the shoulders for Joan, but it 
was partly because there’s a fascinat- 
ing correlation between Tre 
Schmidt and Bette Davis and Darrin 
Hagen and Joan Collins. That is, Bette 
Davis called herself an actress 
whereas Joan Collins was a movie 
Star. Trevor is a very well-respected 
actor in this town, where I was a drag 
queen who got famous and then start- 
ed to act 

“| found | really related to the Joan 
Crawford role, because—,” Hagen 
continues, before Schmidt slyly inter- 
rupts: “He slept his way to the top.” 

“I wish it was that easy!” responds 
Hagen with a boisterous, room-filling 
laugh. “Well, no, what really mattered 
with Joan was what people thought 
about her public persona, and it was 
very carefully crafted. That’s what 
being a drag queen is all about: you 
create a character that’s not real, and 
Gloria takes all the flak, and Gloria 
gets all the praise. The differences 
between Trevor and myself are the 
same as the differences between 
Bette and Joan. You are Bette Davis 
you're brilliant, you're neurotic, you're 
self-obsessed—and I say that all with 
love—and that’s what Bette Davis 
was. And I am Joan Crawford—| total- 
ly am: I love to be beautiful, | love to 
be famous.” 

While their personal history cer- 
tainly helps them relate to the story, it 
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You can make more out of a Royal Bison than just Craft & Art 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
0, a little like James Stewart 

S* Harvey? “Mm. Sort of like 
that, yes.” 

Raymond Biesinger considers the 
possibilities of pretending to be afflict- 
ed by the constant presence of a large, 
imaginary animal companion. “When- 
ever I have to make unsavoury deci- 
sions, I could defer to him, like ‘I'm 
sorry, The Royal Bison won't be able to 
offer you a table for this fair’ or ‘The 
Royal Bison requests you pay your 
table deposit now.’ It would be useful 
to have a symbolic figure to blame for 
certain things.” 

One can conjure up a mental 
image of The Royal Bison, sitting next 
to the lanky Biesinger on a red couch, 
in the professional illustrator’s dis- 
tinctive blocky, graphic, absurdist 
style, which sort of looks like it just 
stepped out of the Italy in the ‘50s, 
but laden with sly informative details 
that definitively locate it in the 21st 
century. The Royal Bison would be 
hulking and commanding, like an 
opera tenor, with wee tiny hooves 
and an askew imperial crown 
perched on its massive shaggy-beard- 
ed head, perhaps even with a scepter 
and monarchal velvet cape. 

It’s a satisfying visualization, but 
although Biesinger thinks of The 
Royal Bison Craft & Art Fair as 
enough of an entity separate from him- 
self enough to use the “royal we” when 
discussing it, he is more than capable 
of executing the event himself. 


= 


SAT DEC SU, BEC 2(10AM-5 PM) 
THE 2ND ROYAL BISON 
CRAFT & ART FAIR 

0425 GATEWAY BID, (IS FREE) 
FIFTEEN CATHEROYALBISON/ 


“I have an absolute obsession 
with organization,” he adds. Evi- 
dence for this was amply produced 
last time out, during the inaugural 
Royal Bison this past spring: 
Biesinger drew up a table plan for 
the space that shared the aesthetic 
of his illustrations from Alberta Views 
or Nylon. His stark, black & white 
posters were strident and nearly 
monastic, striking and pin neat. 


THIS ORGANIZATIONAL FRENZY con- 
tributed to the success of the debut 
Royal Bison—almost a thousand peo- 
ple dropped in over the weekend— 
and he’s doubled his efforts for the 
upcoming version. 

“It’s an exercise in building the 
space even further,” he explains, 
unveiling a new, improved chart that 
fits in an extra six tables, packed like 
a Tetris game, bringing the total of 
vendor tables up to 38 this time out. 
“Repetition makes it much easier on 
all sides. It has to be simple or else 
I'm not going to do it—all the visual 
material, the ads, the posters, are 
identical. I’m trying to make this 
structure timeless so it can be 
deployed anytime. 

“What’s interesting about any 


web hosting 


www.alentus.com 
780.429.9903 


LPO SOS! 


craft fair is the people in it,” he con- 
tinues. “I don’t feel bad about let- 
ting everything within Royal Bison 
do the talking. Everything's built for 
utility, to turn Bison itself into this 
empty shell. The fair should be the 
neutral thing and vendors the inter- 
esting thing.” 

The Bison is not quite a neutral, 
empty shell. It can more accurately be 
thought of as a kind of seal of 
approval (bison of approval?). When 








Biesinger launched Royal Bison, he 
thought of it as being a showcase for 
local arty types, but in a way that was 
perhaps a bit more curated than for- 
mer shows. 

“I've learned that people have 
strange little talents and make strange 
little things that other people should 
see and have,” he says. 

And as a dude, he also sought to 
make it “thoroughly unisex. 

“! would have hated it if only one 


{T'S AN ARTY, FARTY CHRISTMAS 


The Royal Bison isn’t the only place to 
grab locally relevant gifts for art-appreci- 
ators. ae 


SNAP The Society of Northern Print 
Artists’ fundraiser on Dec 8, A Perfect 
Christmas Print Affair, is a day-long sale 
of limited edition cards and other work 
from new and established artists. The 
sale itself runs until Dec 22. Memberships 
and a range of beginner to advanced print 
classes are also available. 
(snapartists.com) 


AGA The Art Gallery of Alberta's gift 
shop is in limbo while the new building 
is being built, but they still have a 
decent selection of catalogues (check for 
the Brion Gyson coffee table-sized one) 
in the front space available for sale. For 
those with fatter wallets, they have art 
for sale but also for surprisingly reason- 
able rental rates—nothing says “| love 
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gender or the other felt like they could 
be interested in anything. Royal Bison 
is about trying to explore more artistic 
things, some functional things too, 
that would maybe appeal to everyone, 
and attempting to do that with 
tremendous variety.” 


IF BIESINGER WERE feeling modest, the 
Royal Bison would be able to accep; 
credit for assembling exactly what was 
hoped for. Many of the vendors of the 
2nd Royal Bison are returning from the 
first, including the Edmonton Record 
Label Cooperative, an informal coalition 
ofthe city’s independent music labels 
and the Edmonton Small Press Associa- 
tion, which forms the core of Biesinger’s 
“literary section,” host to local writers 
and publishers of zines and other publi- 
cation projects. 

The Royal Bison is an excelleni 
opportunity for burgeoning art colle: 
tors: some of the most talented young 
artists in town, including Dara Hum- 
niski, Jeff Kulak (showing now at Lati 
tude 53), Nick Johnson and Natalie 
Danchuk are offering their works. The 
Edmonton Bicycle Commuters’ Societ\ 
will also be on hand for bike mainte 
nance demos and to answer questions 
from cyclists. And of course, 
Biesinger’s own silkscreens and other 
art will be for sale. 

“As the Royal Bison goes on, the 
‘arts and crafts’ term may be less rele 
vant,” Biesinger notes. “It’s really a 
minimal view of what it is. We're at 
an interesting place in culture.” v 


| 
you" like an Allen Ball on the wall for a 
year. (artgalleryalberta.com) 


HARCOURT HOUSE if you missed their 
recent fundraiser/art auction, stay 
tuned—Harcourt has several member 
sales and other events through the year. | 
(harcourthouse.ab.ca) | 


LATITUDE 53 Their popular the Fine Art 
of Schmoozy fundraiser/art auction is Dec 
8 (at night, so you can still hit SNAP by 
day). It may also not be too late to grab 
the stellar limited edition, locally 
designed T-shirts from this year’s unique 
fundraising project. Memberships are 
also for a very good cause—one of the 
most adventurous galleries in town. (lati- 
tude53.org) 


THE ARTERY Keep an eye on this new 
and developing space, which is showing 
new artists frequently and has been 
hosting the Guerrilla Boutique on week- 
ends, host to local designers and art- 
makers. 












‘t hurt that Davis and 
are already gay and drag 
asked what first attracted 


, 1am a fag—I mean, | 


A, t ‘ Paueh, he also has a few 
about why women like Craw- 
ford and Davis have such broad 
homosexual appeal. 

“People ask why gay men love those 
women so much, and the reason is 
that in the ‘40s, when there was no 
such thing as gay rights, or at least 
they weren't very visible, people like 
Bette and Joan became the politicians 
in gay mens’ minds,” says Hagen, ably 
transitioning, as he frequently does in 
both person and script, from ribald 
outrageousness to sedate cogency. 
They were the strong, feminine crea- 
tures, they got the man they got the 
gigs, they got everything.” 

“ye got nothing against gay rights, 
there’s just nothing in it for me,” para- 
phrases Schmidt, joined by Hagen for 
the last bit. 

“It goes beyond that, too,” contin- 
ues Hagen. “They were men in dress- 
es, in a lot of ways, because they 
fought like men, they didn't take any 
shit like men, they basically played a 
game that very few women were will- 
ing to play; they'd risk everything to 
keep their career going. ” 


HAGEN INADVERTENTLY brings up a 


good point with that assessment: as 
much as he’s become synonymous 
with drag shows in Edmonton, a 
show like BitchSlap! seems to take 
on an entirely different element 
when there’s more underneath the 
dresses than just sunshine. After all, 
it was Bette Davis herself who said, 
“When a man gives his opiniomhe’s Ss 
a man. When a woman gives her 
opinion she's a bitch”: this is, in 
many ways, a story about women 
who aren’t afraid to-assert their 
power, and it seems that having 
men play those roles changes 
things a bit, doesn’t it? 

“I never think about that when I do 
a drag show,” admits Hagen. "To me 
I'm just playing a character. 

“Actually, you know, there was a 
moment in Orlando where some 
reviewer called us two fabulous drag 
queens, or something like that,” con- 
tinues Hagen, “and Trevor was 
amused but slightly offended, and | 
had to convince him they meant it as 
a compliment.” 

“Well, I'm not a drag queen, I'm an 
actor who happens to be playing a 
woman,” explains Schmidt. “I think 
that kind of works to our advantage, 
though: people come in expecting 
some sort of outrageous drag show, 
and it’s actually just a play that's 
about how these two women relate to 
each other. They had an awful lot in 
common to be at each other’s throats 
their entire lives, and I think we sug- 
gest some of that. 

“Plus,” says Schmidt after a brief 
pause, “we get to say some fantastic 
insults.” w 
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These New Alchemists do make gold 


AMY FUNG / amy@vueweekly.com 
T= New Alchemists singles 
out two of Edmonton’s most 
heretical sculptors into one 
unified and transformative exhibition. 
Having exhibited in group shows 
from the landmark Edmonton Art 
Gallery 1985 Sculpture City exhibition 
to the inaugural Alberta Biennial in 
1996, sculptors Catherine Burgess 
and Blair Brennan are brought 
together again by independent cura- 
tor Caterina Pizanias for the current 

show at Harcourt House 
Burgess and Brennan, both Edmon- 
ton-based installation sculptors, have 
carved divergent paths for themselves 
in a city best known for its modernist 
steel formations. Since their first 
show together at the AFA’s then-func- 
tioning Beaver House Gallery, both 
artists have continued to fine tune 
their exploration of where sculpture— 


UNTIL SAT, DEC 22 


THE NEW ALCEHMISTS 
CURATED BY CATEINA PZANIAS 

FEATURING WORKS BY BLAIR BRENNAN, CATHER 
IME BURGESS 

HARCOURT HOUSE (1215-11257 
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as presence and as object—can take 
the viewer narratively. Uncovering the 
multiple meanings in presence, work- 
ing with different materials such as 
stone and wood and branching 
beyond taking "sculptor off the 
pedestal,” both artists have been 
actively and progressively seeking to 
engage the viewer to see the potential 
of sculpture as installation, and in so 
doing uncovering their own narratives 
within their art. 


THE LATEST CREATIONS are no differ- 


ent in their intent. Isolated together in 


Bi hSlap! 


BY DARRIN HAGEN 


Stars 
Darrin Hagen 


Cleverly written. Crisply delivered. Beautifully 
directed. Bitingly funny. Tightly performed.” 


— Wonaiégrem (Orland 


” Swell silver-screen slapdown 


— Winnipeg Free Press 


” The digs are bawdy, cutting, malicious, caustic 


and very, very funny. 


ot ES 


Tickets: 780.453.2440 
and TixOaTheSquere.ca 


ee 2 for 1 Twesday, Dex 4) 





Theatre Network’s 2 


P| 
10708 124 Street 2 


The New Alchemists, Brennan and 
Burgess’s sense of narration comes 
out for full display. Seemingly oppos- 
ing aesthetics are harmonized 





through their mutual preoccupation 
with storytelling through symbols. 
Side by side, Brennan's brute playful- 
ness and Burgess’s clean precision 


A BRUSH WITH 
YARDLEY JONES 


EXHIBIT WILL CONTINUE THROUGH 
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are compelling compliments of each 
other. Brennan's “In any case the 
moon” demonstrates the artist and his 
medium in the most literal and poetic 
of alchemic expression. A curved 
piece of galvanized steel refracts the 
light of the moon over a transformed 
cast iron pan. Transformed by th. 
hammer, transformed by moonligh\ 
(as was the special opening night 
wine), change and results are her. 
suggested as a combination of forces 
Directly located in the diagonal co; 
ner is Burgess’s “Where in the world 
a continuation of her philosophica 
pondering between the circle and the 
sphere. Playing with the micro and 
macro cOsmos associated with these 
shapes results in a dialectic geometry 
The hard slanted presence of the rec 
tangle comes in as almost an intru 
sion, but the balance sought in the 
overall piece draws out the viewer's 
contemplation of cosmic relations 
Spatially, both artists produce wor} 
that engages the mental and physica! 
proximity of their viewers, and toget! 
er, the bombardment of transformative 
apparitions is certainly palpable 
Twenty-some years ago durin 
Sculpture City, then-sociology of a: 
PhD candidate Caterina Pizanias firs 
noticed Brennan and Burgess standine 
out from the rest. Over the phone fro: 
her home in Calgary today, Pizania 
relays, “In 1985, modernism really wa 
dead, but everyone in Edmonton 
believed it wasn’t. What attracted me 
to these two artists way back was that 
they were both butting the system.” 
Continuing to root their works in the 
personal, Pizanias's effort to bring them 
both together was to direct the viewe 
out of their normal viewing habits 
“Installation forces the viewer \ 
complete the art,” adds Pizanias. "W 
have to get away from the slumber « 
expecting beautiful art. It is lazy t 
just look at a piece and not engag« 
Every viewer brings a new life stor 
and every piece can be translated dil 
ferently." v 
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If Jenny K Hughes can make it there ... 


E | PRAIRIE ARTSTERS 
any @ueweedty com 


It was almost one year ago to the date 
that | first met and interviewed Jenny 
Keith Hughes. Meeting up at the then- 
still-functioning Red Strap Market, we 
spent the first half an hour of our inter- 
view unloading her relatively large 
paintings out of her proportionately 
small car and moving them one by one 


through the snowy parking lot up to the 


second floor gallery. 

| leamed that although she had com- 
pleted her BFA in painting at the U of A in 
2003, Hughes didn’t stick around Edmon- 
ton after graduation—neither was she 
then interested in the local arts scene. 
She wasn't really sure about integrating 
into any scene, but just knew she loved to 
paint. She felt confident enough about 
her work to apply for a small independent 
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Community Discussions: 


Then / Now free 

Wednesday November 28th 7-9pm 
Hulbert’s Cafe 760T 115:-st 

Open Special Hours: §pm-9pm 
Moderator: Sherry McKibben 
Performance by Alfredo! 


Local / Giobal free 
Thursday November 29th 5:30-8pm 
The ARTery 9535 Jasper Ave. 


Moderator: Lynn Sutankayo 
Performance by The People’s Poets 
Photograohy Presentation: 

AIDS in Two Cities by Pieter de Vos 


show, but didn’t feel quite ambitious 
enough to go knocking on commercial 
gallery doors. The Red Strap show was a 
reintroduction of herself and her whimsi- 
cal, animal-inspired pieces, and since 
then it has been a whirlwind year for the 
26-year-old artist. 


=Opening her email, the 
Short paragraph that 
‘flashed back read, “I am 
interested. Give me a call 
and we'll discuss the 
parameters of your show.” 


Before its doors were shut, the Red 
Strap introduced Hughes to the works 
of Sydney Lancaster, who has become 
an impacting inspiration since the two 
Set an artist play date. Lancaster's influ- 
ence has transpired as the base of 
beeswax that has completely saturated 
Hughes’ current body of work. A duo 
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Redesigned vintage AIDS Waik T-Shirts from 
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Community Disscussions, Nokomis (10318 82ave), Red! Ribban (12505 102ave) 


also Dec. 
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summer show between the two artists 
emerged with wax as the common 
denominator; it became quickly obvious 
that the malleable etching nature of 
wax melded beautifully with Hughes’ 
penchant for the finer details of horns, 
claws, tentacles and scales. 

Fast forward four months and Hugh- 
es couldn't believe her eyes as she sat 
listlessly in her grey cubicle, still 
trapped in that remedial identity 
between office drone and aspiring 
artist. Opening her email, the short 
paragraph that flashed back read, “I am 
interested. Give me a call and we'll dis- 
cuss the parameters of your show.” 


FLASH BACK TO three weeks prior, 
Hughes was alone in New York City, 
ditched by the friend she had travelled 
down to visit, and was having a few 
drinks with freshly acquired friends at 
the Grand Saloon in the Grammercy dis- 
trict. Following a tequila-infused conver- 
sation with “Reggie and Yvette,” an 
email address transpired for a gallery in 
midtown. Not thinking much of it once 
sober and home, Hughes eventually fol- 
lowed up with a link to her artist web- 
Page not expecting to hear anything. 
An hour later, Jonathan Rieves, gallery 
manager of the Prince George Ballroom 
Gallery replied back, “| am interested. 
Give me a call and we'll discuss the 
parameters of your show.” 

It was definitely luck, affirms Hughes 
today, as she sits exhausted and nerv- 
ous in her west-end basement. Scram- 
bling since then to finish 18 new works 
that will exhibit for two months on 
Times Square over the Christmas sea- 
son, it was pure luck that the original 
slotted artist cancelled—but it's pure 
ambition to continue her art, reach out 
to a long-shot contact and in receiving 
what she could only dream of, buckle 
down and continue to plow forward to 
whatever may come this next year. 


Amy Fung is the author of prairieart- 
sters.com. Prairie Artsters (in print) 
will be taking a break for the month of 
December and will return in January. 
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‘Mostly Water's WTF wil 


make you LOL OMG 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 

broken Santa sits next to a 
Av: of Royal Reserve 

whiskey. A toilet-papered 
Christmas tree stands in the corner. 
A “manger scene” features not Mary 
and Jesus, but Marvin the Martian 
and a baby Minnie Mouse. All of this 
is just another Christmas with Mostly 
Water Theatre, 

Good King WTF is the group's 
third holiday-flavoured show, and it’s 
a tightly written showcase of its 
expanding control over all things 
funny. Splicing together pre-recorded 
sketches and live scenes, these guys 
have nearly perfected the formula for 
slightly absurd sketch comedy. It’s 
brash and ridiculous, but manages to 
provide consistent hilarity—it’s just a 
shame that the humour isn’t pulling 
in the kind of crowds that match its 
quality. . 

The filmed segments are the real 
gifts here: Mostly Water is in its ele- 
ment when using editing and special 
effects help imaginations run amok. 
The simpie editing effect in “Stanton 
Teleports like a Stupid Idiot,” the 
overdubbed monologue in “The Car- 
oling” and the news-channel banter 
of “Happy Weatherman” push Mostly 
Water to the top of its game. 

The live sketches, however, took a 
bit longer to find their footing. The 
first few deserved the lukewarm 
reception they got: the big gag in 
“Gary Coldman” is exactly what you 
think it is, and a title like “Lick- 
alotapoo Ranch” is pretty weak, but 
they do manage to hit a stride about 
halfway through, and ride it to 
comedic glory until returning finale 
sketch “Shit! It Sucked!” ends. 


AT ONE POINT, the pre-recorded and 
the live mesh together as two on- 
screen hand puppets try to convince 
Wilkie to kill his friends. If he’d taken 


Give the gift of time. 


Volunteer. 


UNTIL SAT, DEC 1 (8M) 

XXXMAS 3: 

GOOD KING 
WRITTEN BY AND STARRING CRAIG BUCHER) 
JASON LUDWIG, MATT STANTON, SAMAR 
MIVA TRENT WILKIE 


PCL STUDIO TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS 
(10330- B4AVE), S10- $15 


_too long with a line, the puppe 
would cut him off, but Wilkie timec | 
perfectly. It wasn’t only funny, it wa 
impressive, and hints at anoih 
direction the group could experimen; 
with further. 

With only 20 or so people in th 
audience, the overall receptic, 
seemed unfairly timid—most of |), 
audience seemed afraid to laugh j) 
such a small group. It really took ti 
pre-recorded scenes to:break th, 
assembled group in: video segme; 
wasted no time in tearing right int, 
the absurd, and lines like “Mom say 
1 shoulda been a whackoi‘: 
squeezed giggles out of even th 
most reserved audiénce members | 
didn’t matter that every sketch fe|| 
under the theme of Christmas, eithe: 
Santa doesn’t appear once, but afi: 
two previous holiday shows, it’s bet- 
ter the guys expand on what can b 
considered festive. “Sledding on 
What Should Be Snow’ is as funny a: 
it is nostalgic; waiting for snow to 
fall so you can crazy carpet down a 
hill is something that has a place in 
most Edmontonian’s hearts. 

So, despite the few weak moments 
Good King WTF easily surpasses 
Mostly Water's three-laugh-per-show 
guarantee, and douses in som: 
rumnog, too. Some of the material 
presented holds up against the 
Edmonton benchmark Three Dead 
Trolls in a Baggie, or even sketch leg 
ends Kids in the Hall. it’s just a shame 
that so few bore witness to it. v 













PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 
na time when Green Day can elicit 
[ives cheers simply by shouting 
_ fi Fuck Bush,” and the voters pick 
alliegances based on social issues 
alone, it's refreshing to have some- 
body like Kathleen Weiss ask a ques- 
tion without trying to include her own 
answer with it. 

Weiss’s adaptation of Antigone is 
designed to invoke our current, 
unstable political climate, its leaders 
and the with-us-or-against-us ideolo- 
gy. But unlike most productions 
involving modern politics, Antigone 
illuminates the merits and problems 
of both sides involved. 

“One hopes that a play like this will 
send the audience out discussing 
{who was right],” Weiss notes. “Hope- 
fully, we don’t answer too much in the 
play.” 

Antigone follows the titular charac- 
ter's struggle to give her brother 
Polynices a proper burial in the after- 


both Polynices and his brother Eteo- 
cles died while fighting to control 
Thebes, and their uncle Creon 
assumes the throne from their deaths. 
In an attempt to establish some stabil- 
ity in the war-torn city, he declares 
Polynices—who besieged the city—a 
criminal, denying him a proper burial 
and spurring Antigone into action. In 
an act of defiance and family love, she 
attempts to give her brother the 
funeral he deserves, no matter the 
consequences, And although they're 
at odds with each other, Weiss sees 
the problems inherent in both charac- 
ters’ extreme opinions. 

"There are right ideas in both 
Creon and Antigone, but I think the 
extremity that both [of them] repre- 
sent isn’t right,” she explains. “It's so 
destructive.” 
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ADAPTED AND DIRECTED BY KATHLEEN WEISS 
STARRING AVA JANE MARKUS, RICHARD LEE, 
KIASTEN RASMUSSEN, ELENA PORTER, JENNY 
MCKILLOP COLE HUMENY 

TIMMS CENTRE (07 AVE R 11281), $10-20 
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WEISS’S ADAPTED VERSION of 
Antigone cuts down on the Greek the- 
atre traditions—the chorus is com- 
pletely gone—and adds a fresh layer 
of modem politics to the story: bits of 
George W Bush and Tony Blair 
speeches have been worked into 
Creon’s lines, for example. This isn’t 
just to make Antigone accessible to 
modern audiences; according to 
Weiss, there are some surprising par- 
allels between the leaders in ancient 
Greece and modern America. 

“| didn’t want to be heavy-handed, 
and put Creon in a George Bush 
mask, but I wanted a resonation of 
those ideas,” she says. “With a lot of 
{modern political] rhetoric, it's amaz- 
ing how it’s so similar to what's in 
Sophocles’ play. 

“I always saw Antigone as some- 
thing of a terrorist,” she adds. “Not as 
extreme as that, but that same posi- 
tion [of], ‘I have faith, and I will die for 
my faith, and I don’t care who else 
dies in the process.” 

While Weiss’s Antigone may be open 
to political interpretation, she does 
hope to convince audiences of one 
thing: that there's plenty of life and 
excitement in ancient Greek stories. 

“There’s some incredible stuff in 
these classic plays, but they have a 
musty feel sometimes; I go see classic 
plays and I’m just so bored,” she says. 
“I’m hoping that this play is very 
vibrant and alive, so people won't 
come and go, ‘Oh, this old play." 
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two big rooms of locally made jewelry, clothing, records, art, posters, bags, stationary, 
accessories, soaps, literary journals, zines, photographs, amps, books, etc. 
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Physical Therapy 
Assistant Diploma Program 
+ Assist clients to increase mobility, recover from 

injury and improve ability to function independently Your Quest for 
+ Work in institutional and community settings a career staris here. 
+ Full-time and distance delivery 


Apply now! Student funding available. Call (780) 644-6000 
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NOV 29 - DEC 5, 2007 


ARTS 








(BRIAN WEBS DANCE COMPANY-NARI_MARI_NARI- MY 
LOWE John | Haar Theatre, 10045-156 St (452-3282) © Usha Dance 
Entourage * Dec. 6-7 © $25 jadult/$15 (student/senior) at TIX on 
the Square 


‘S18 DANCE-MIDNIGHT AT THE OASIS Festival Place Theatre, 
100 Festival Way. Sherwood Park (439-6960/454-2852) © 
Student/teacher Mid-East dance recital © Sun. Dec. 2 (7:30pm) © 
‘$18 (advi$Z2 (door) at ISIS Dance 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


A. 5 OTTEWELL ART CENTRE 590 Broadmoor Give, Sherwood 
Park (443-4443) CHRISTMAS MARKET PLACE: Artworks by the Art 
Society of Strathcona County ¢ Nov 30, Dec. 1-2 © Request dona- 
‘ton for Food Bank 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 101 85-105 St (488-6511) + 
‘Open Mon-Sat 1Qam-Spm (closed all hols) * Feature Gallery: 
DIMENSIONS 2007: The Saskatchewan Craft Council feature 36 
pieces in verious mediums, until Dec. 1 + Discovery Gallery: 











(ANT BEAT GALLERY 25 S1. Anne St. St Albert (459-3679) # 
Artworks by gallery artists 


‘THE ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave * TOWAROS SEEING EVERYTHING: 
Photographs by Ted Kerr * Dec, 4Jan. 4 * Psnel/community discus- 
:Si0n on the role of creativity in non-profits, and the role of non-profits 
in contributing to Edmonton's culture with Karen Lynch (moderator). Ted 
Kerr with representatives trom Changing Together, Chrysalis, HIV 
‘Edmonton and Mile Zero Dance; Thu, Dee. 6 (2-4pm} 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Entorprise Square, 100, 10230 Jasper 
Ave (422-8223) © Open Mon-Fri 10:30am-5pm; Thu 10:30am-pmn (4- 
Bem free Sst-Sun 11am-Spm * Drop-In Tours: Sat and Sun (12:30, 
1.30, 2:30 snd 3:30pm) * FUN HOUSE: Artworks explore the idea of 
constructed illusion, trompe \"oeil, false reality and faux finish; until 
Jan. 6 * THE 1950s FORD SHOW: drawings of a 1950 Ford from 
memory; until Jan. 6 « NEW ACQUISITIONS: Curated by Catherine 
Crowston: until Feb. 17 ¢ GET BENT: QUEER YOUTH AAT- 
Edmonton's Queer youth; until Dec. 1; Mating Queer Art with your 
Family and Friends; Dec. 1(12-4pm); free * FH. VARLEY: PORTRAITS 
INTO THE LIGHT. Portraits by one of the Group of Seven: Dec. 8-Feb, 
17+ AllDay ands-on activities (14pm); curator’s tour 
{2pm) by Katerina Atanassova; Sat, Dec. 8 « Members free; $10 
{adult}/$7 (senior/student); $5 (6-12yrs)/free (Syrs and underl/$20 
{family—2 adults, 4 children) 


‘THE CARROT 9351-118 Ave (471-1580) © UPIN SMOKE Creating art 
‘wading cards: free, pre-register * Thu, Nov. 29 (8pm) 


(CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE ALBERTA 9103-95 Ave * Mon-Fri 
10am-fpm; Sat: 1dam-Spm * CORNUCOPIA: Artworks by Doris 
Charest. Normand Fontaine, Jeannette Ouellette, Syivie Pinard, and 
Frengoise Fiset * Until Dec. 5 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLEMY 1(532-124 St (488-4445) * JOE 
FAFARD-30TH ANNIVERSARY: Retrospective of Joe Fatard’s artworks 
* Until Nov. 30 


FAB GALLERY Rim 1-1 Fine Arts Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave (492-2081) 
Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2-Spm, # SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN: 
Printworks by Scott Cumberland * THE ALCUIN AWARDS FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN BOOK DESIGN * Until Dac. 15 * Opening reception: 
Thu, Nov. 29 (7-10pm) 


NOW RECRUITING 


Have you ever wanted a career where you can make 


a difference in your life and the lives of others? 


— , we _ © 


7 >) 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (492 

Artworks by Pam Wilman * Until Nov, 
FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jesper Ave (488-2952) * Now figure paint- 
lings by Steven Mack: until Dec. 1 © Batter ieee we tae 
‘Baker; Dec. 4-15; opening reception: Thu, Dee. 6 * Sherry and 
‘Shortbread: Dee. 6 (5-8pm} 


© VIEWPOINTS: — 


‘court attire from the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), curated by John 
Vollmer * Until Dec. 15 * Go behind the scenes of Dressed to Rule 
hourly tours, every hour‘on the half hour; Dec. 1 (start et 12:30pm) 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILWER LIBRARY Main Fi, 

Sir Winston Churchill Sq (498-7030) * Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; Sat 

‘Sam-Spm; Sun 1-Spm © ELEPHANT EXPLORATIONS: paintings by the 
elephants from the Valley Zoo; until Nov. 30 * ORIGINS: Group show 
by recent BFA grads; Dee 1-37 


GLEMROSE HOSPITAL MEZZANINE GALLERY AND BLUE 
(CURVE GALLERY 10230-111 Ave * Open 7:30om-2:30pm * THE 
CANADIAN FILIPINO CONNECTION: Recent prints and paintings by 
Gordon Snyder ¢ THE USEFUL LESSONS OF PLANTS Recent 
‘encaustic paintings by Marlena Wyman * Dec. 4Jan. 12 © 
Opening reception: Tue, Dec. 4 (3:30-7:30pm) 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * Open Mon-Fri 
10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * THE NEW ALCHEMISTS: Anworks by Blair 
Brennan and Catherine Burgess. curated by Caterina Pizanias: until 
Dec. 22 


(SEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Placa Senior Cantro,10831 
University Ave © Open Mon-Thu Sam-4pm © CHAISTMAS SHOW 
AND SALE Paintings, fibre art, wood work and pottery by various 
artists * Nov 27-Jan. 2. Opening reception: Dec, 12 (6:30-8:30pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479-9424) Open Tue-Fri 
9:3Qam-5:30pm; Sat $30am-4pm ¢ CHRISTMAS ART FAIR: Artworks 
by gallery artists, Ceramic art collectables from Clay Works by Heather 
Goldmine, through December * JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711- 
85 St (465-6171) * Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; Sat 10am-Spm # ALBER- 
TA OIL PAINTER'S STUDIO: Paintings by artists-in-residence Susan 
Abma, Susan Bax, David Brooks, Shairi Honey, Margaret Klappstien, 
Tracey Mardon, Anne MeCormick, Cindy Revell; through December 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10249-106 St 2nd Fl (423-5353) * Open: Tue- 


The Edmonton Police Seryice is currently looking for people with the right attitude and 
qualifications to join its team. If you want to play an integral part in your community — and 
change your world — apply today! 


The Edmonton Police Service, an accredited police agency, is an internationally recognized 
leader in innovative policing and an equal opportunity employer. 


Upcoming information session: 


Tuesday, December 4, 2007 at 7:00pm 
Police Headquarters, 9620 - 103 A Avenue 


Space is limited! To register, please call 780.421.2233, or toll-free 1.866.777.0815. 
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ARTS 


LEMDRUM COMMUNITY LEAGUE BUILDING 1135-57 Avo 
Lendrum Pottery Group Christmas sale* Sat Dee. 10am2pmn) 


MOMULLEM GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St (407-7152) « 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm * COLLECTING COMFORT: 
QUILT CULTURE IN THE ROSENBERG COLLECTION * Until Dec. 9 
MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) © Open Mon-Sat 10am- 
4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * SERENE VISIONS: Photographs of Canada 
‘and Japan by Jeff Kucharski; until Dec 6 « Astworks by the Society 
oer Canadian Artists; Dec. 8-Jan. 17; opsning reception: Sun. 
jac. 9 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St St. Albert (459-1528) « 
LOIS HOLE CENTENNIAL PROVINCIAL PARK: Exhibition ebout making a 
park and protecting habitat Until Dec. 9 


MIMA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stolelr Gallery, 9704-111 
‘Ave (474-7611) * Open: Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30am-2:30pm; Tue, Thu 
S8:30em-4pm and'6-Bpm * UNDER THE INALUENCE # Until Dec. 31 


OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave (378-0240) « Open: 
Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm. Sun 12-4 pm * MERGING SPIRITS: Stone, metal 
‘nd wire sculptures by Shurnba Ash. There will be paintings, glass 
Jewellery glass art, and pottery * Through December * Open house: 
every Sunday until Christmas (12-4pm) 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (465-2162) * Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-530pm or by appointment Sun-Mon t1am-Spm * SPEC- 
TRE: Figurative and landscape paintings by David Janzen and Peter von 
Tiesenhausen; until Dec. 4  FREWOAKS-SILVER AND STEEL: New 
Sculptures by Isla Bums and works by silversmith Karen Cantine; Dec. 
‘Jan. 5; opening reception: Thu, Dec. 6 (7-9pm), artists in attendance 


PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Rd, Shorwood Park (457-3038) « 
Paintings by Audrey Prannmuller, Gregg Johnson, Bern Will Brown, 
Roger D. Amdt, Jonn Einerssen, Brent Heighton, Murray Phillips, and 
Brazilian soapstone sculptures by Vance Theoret * Until Dec. 15 


PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) * Open Tue-Fri 12-Bpm: Sat 
12-7pm © MEDLEY FIELDS: Artworks by Giselle Denis * Until Dec. 31 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, St. Albert (460- 
4310) * Open Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu {10am-Spm) # ON EARTH: 
Featuring artworks by Susanne Loutas, and Judy Schafers; until Dec. 
1 * GUILDED: Artworks by Susan Casault, Carroll Charest, Julie 
Anne Hage, Audry Hewlett, Donna Hillier, Julie Kaldenhoven, Peg 
McPherson, Kathie Pavelich, Patricia Trudeau, Linda Willard; Dec. 6- 
22; opening reception: Dec. 6 (6-9pm); in conjunction with the 
Downtown Business Association's (DBA) Light Up * Art for the artist- 
at-heart: Drop-in Nov. 29, Dec. 13 (7-9pm); $10 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 10130-103 St, Mazz (426-4035) « 
URBANSCAPES: Paintings by Pauline Ullise, Featuring paintings and 
sculptures by various artists 


ROYAL BISON CRAFT AND ART FAIR Cosmopolitan 
Music Society Building, 8426 Gateway Blvd (433-4560) « 
Locally made cultural and practical goods * Dec. 1-2 (10am- 
Spm) * $2 (door)/kids free 


SELFRIDGE'S STUDIO 9844-88 Ave (439-9296) © Winter open 
house featuring porcelain and stoneware works * Dec. 1-2 end Dec. 
8-9 (11am-5pm) 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue-Sat 10am- 
Spm * CHRISTMAS TREASURES: Martha Cole (textile-based land- 
scapes), Robert Sinclair (watercolours and artist's albums), Jim 
Stokes and Lynn Malin (paintings), Linda O'Neill {florals and Jand- 
scapes), Arlene Wasylynchuk (landscapes) * Dec. 1-22 « Opening 
feception: Sat, Dec. 1 (2-4pm) 

SMAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 12-5pm © 
A PERFECT CHRISTMAS PRINT AFFAIR: Featuring affordable limited- 
edition, original prints and handmade cards by professional and 
emerging artists. Proceeds go to support community programming at 
SNAP © Dec. 1-22 * Sat, Dec. 1 (Sam-1Zpm) 


‘SPRUCE GROVE GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove (962-0664) * 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS STORE GIFT AND ART SALE © Until Dec. 22 
* Gala opening: Fri, Nov. 30 (7-10pm) 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIEMCE 11211-142 St (452-9100) ¢ Sci-Fi 
Science: Close Encountars of the Science Kind: interactive feature 
exhibit 


‘TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) « Doug Haslam, Canadian 
fumiture makers * Dec. 8-22 © Meet the artist, opening reception: 
Dec. 8 (12-4pm) 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421-1731) © 
Mon-Fri 10am-4pm,; Sat 12-4pm © PASSAGES: 2008: Artworks by 
Leona Olausen and Audra Schoblocher * Until Dec. 22 


URBAN ROOTS 10418 Whyte Ave * COLLECTION: Artworks by 
Oksana Movchan * Until Fab. 2 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) * Recent Jand- 
scape paintings by W.H. Webb © Until Dec. 6 


THE WORKS 200, 10225-100 Ave (426-2122) * Open: Mon-Fri (noon- 
5pm) * TELLING TAILS AND OTHER STORIES: Paintings by David Foik 
* Until Dec. 7 





LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9524-76 Ave (469-8755) * Story Slam: An oppor- 
tunity for writers to share their work, explore their talents and show 
off © 3rd Wed each month * $5 (donation) 


CANADIAN AUTHORS ASSOCIATION Rim 122, Education South 
Building, U ot A Campus (423-5477) * CAA general meeting featuring 
Talling Someone Else's Story: Presentation examining some of the difft- 
cult ethical issues around documenting other people's stories by Linda 
Goyette: Fri, Nov. 30 (8pm, 7pm Writer's Circle precedes every meeting); 
free (first time guest/member\/$10 (returning guest} © Writing from our 
Memory. The Fiction of Non Fiction: Presented by Linda Goyette; Sat, 
Dee. 1 (8:30am-4pm); $30 (CAA memberl/$60 (non-member) 


GREENWOODS BOOKSHOPPE 7:725-104 St (439-2005) * Book 
launch with Doris Moren author of Untamed Spirt-Around The World 
On A Motorcycle « Wed, Nov. 28 (7:30-Spm) 


LIVE AT KASBAR LOUNGE 10444-82 Avo, under Yianni's Taverna * 
‘Space Monkey; the series: an open-stage poetry series presented by the 
Raving Poets * Every Wed until Dec. 12; 7:30pm (signup), 8pm (show) 


MCMAHON PAVILION AUDITORIUM Campus St. Jean, 8406-91 St 
(420-1757) * Five Magpie Press, Eyeing the Magpie, Five Takes in 
Black and White: Dramatic readings from the book underscored by 
musical a¢companiment from Original Din and a visual presentation 
* Sat, Dee 1 (7:30pm) © $5 at TIX on the Square 


ROBERTSON WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 10209-123 St (478-6299) 
* The Pathways Centre presents An evening with Dr. Bill Phipps who 
will be discussing his latest book Cause for Hopa: Humanity at the 
Crossroads followed by book signing * Thu, Nov. 29 (7pm) * $15 
















ee: 
College Plas, 1116-82 Ave ® Spo. 
r ‘month 

TALES.-THE ALBERTA LEAGUE ENCOURAGING 
STORYTELLING Rosie's Bar and Gril, 10475-80 Ave (437-950), 


‘Story Cafés: Mavericks: open mic © TSE THO etch ions 
T-Spm * Story Cats: Perfect Gifts: Jennie Frost, Dosa 
Heaps, and Laura O'Connor; open mic opportunity: Dee. 6 (7-3, : 


‘3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Sq * WOW-Wi.,; 
Words: We all have something to say, amateurs and profes. on 
alike, Lat this creative writing process guide you into Salf-iser 
Meetings bi-monthly, Sun {4-Gpm} for into e-mail feelgocdbe. 
wellin2007@gmaiticom 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10202-25 Ava (422-8174) * The Poo. , 
Monday Nights weekly reading series presented by Stroi) 0: : 
Every Mon Night (7pm) © $5 


- LIVE COMEDY 


—$<$<$£_@£  —_ 
‘THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (459-4 
Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat (Bom), $20; Sat (1 
$20 Every Wad (8:30pm): Wacky Wednesday, $5 * Clif si,y,, 
Nov. 30-Dee, 1 * Lorenzo Thomton; Dee. 6-8 


‘THE COMIC STRIP 1645 Bourbon St. WEM, 8892-170 5 (4 
* Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:2, 
Sun 8pm * Hit or Miss Mondays * Tom Rhodes, Ryan Assy, 
Dumont. and Kelly Soloduks; until Dec. 2 : 


‘YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall (49).9 
‘Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 10:30pm * Sun. Inc " 
$10 * Tue Amateur Night: featuring Sean Lecomber « Wedness 
Rock Comedy Challenge: featuring Sean Lecomber * Rob 
Brackenridge, Jeff McEnery, and Jason Blanchard: Nov. 23-0 


THEATRE 


BITCHSLAP! Roxy Theatre, 10708 124 St (420-1757) + Guys 
Disguise, Theatre Network Roxy Performance Series « By 
Hagen, starring Darrin Hagen. Trevor Schmidt, and Davina 
directed by Trevor Schmidt. Joan Crawford (The Movie Star) » 
Davis (The Actress}-the ultimate. Screen Goddesses, it's just 1 
they hate each other so much * Nov. 29-Dec. 9 * Tickats at Rx, 
office, TIX onthe Square 


CARAVAN A L'AVENTURE La Cite Francophone, 8527-9) < 
8400) © L'Unitheatre's annual community show looks at two 
Classics from Moliere’s Le medicin yolant (The Flying Doctor) 
Mariveau’s Lt Colonie (The Colony} * Nov. 29-Dec. 2 (8pm 2pm 
© $23 (adultl/$15 (student) 


CHANUKAH LIVE! John L Haar Theatre, MacEwan Centie 
156 St (420-1757) The Jewish Federation of Edmonton 
story of Chanukah, a high-energy interactive musical expe 
Sun, Dec. 2 (3pm) * $18 (adult. 14 yrs and upl/$10 (child 3-1 
on the Square 


‘A CHRISTMAS CAROL Citadel Maclab Theatre, 9828-1014 Ayo 
(425-1820) * Adapted by Tom Wood based on the story by Cha 
Dickens, directed by Bob Baker and starring Tom Wood as Eb=n2:y 
Scrooge * Dec. 1-23 


(CAMDERELLA Trans/lta Arts Bams’ Westbury Theatre (409-190) « 
‘Musical theatre presented by Fringe Theatre Adventures, Alb: 
Dera * Dec. 7-9; Dec. 7 (7pm) Dec. 8-9 (2pm) * Tickets availabe 
the Fringe Theatre box office 


DESPERATE HOUSEHOLDS Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 938 
St (484-2424) © On Hysteria Lane the houses, the lawns an 
dens are perfect. This is a look at life behind the walls of a 
bedroom community where affairs, scandals, music, murder 
intrigue, food and deception axist-all the elements for an amazing 
block party * Until Jan. 27 


DIE-MASTY Varscons Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) « imp 
soap opera will begin the new season with a brand new theme « 
Every Mon (8pm) 


AN EVENING WITH CHARLES DICKENS Varscona Theave. \( 
83 Ave (420-1757/433-3399) ® The Dickens Project, compiled end 
written by James Brewer * Until Dec. 8 (Tue-Sat Bpm, Sat 2pm) + 
All performancas are Pay-What-You-Can afford at TIX on the Squa 
fundraiser for Change for Children Society and the Actors Fun 
Canada 


(CHANUKAH LIVE! John L Hear Theatre, MacEwan Centve for th 
Arts, 10045-156 St (420-1757) * Judy and David lead the audienc 

@ joumey through the story of Chanukah * Sun, Dec 2 (3pm) * $18 
{edult, 14+ yrs)/$10 (child, 3-13 yrs) at TIX on the Square 


JUST $0 Arden Theatre, 5 St, Anne Street, St. Albert (459-1542) « 
St Albert Children’s Theatre * Based on classic short stories by 
Rudyard Kipling; written by George Stiles and Anthony Drewe. A 
cal that weaves together lessons of personal courage, individuality a 
friendship * Until Dec. 1 (7:30pm), Dec. 2 (2pm) * $22 (adult!/S1é 
{child/senior) at the Arden Theatre box office, TicketMaster 


THE LARAMEE PROJECT Victoria School, Eve 0. Howard Th 
(426-3010) © By Moises Kaufman and members of the Tecton 
Ensemble. A play that was written in response to the violent abduct 
‘and murder of Matthew Shepard in Laramie, Wyoming in 1998 * Nov 
29-30, Dec. 1 (7pm) # $12 (adult)/$8 (student/senior) 


A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM Horizon Stage, 1001 Calshoo 
Road, Spruce Grove (962-8995) * The Horizon Players * A magical 
‘story of star-crossed lovers and overly ambitious homespun clowns * 
Noy. 29-30, Dec, 1 (7:20pm) ® Tickets; $20 (adult/$15 (student/sen- 
* Tickets available at the Horizon Stage box office and TicketMaste 


PEACE, LOVE AMD ROCK ‘W’ ROLL Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 166'> 
109 Ave (483-4051) * Written and compiled by Will Marks. Teke © 
wild ride back to the swingin’ “60s, celebrate the Twist, the Watus:. 
British Invasion, the Beach Bays, Motown and the mini skirt * Unt! 
Feb, 17 * $59-$89 (buffet and show] 


‘SIMBAD THE SAILOR Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave (439-249 
* A panto production adapted by Paul Reakes, and directed by Randy 
Brososky, puppetry and set design by Michsel Kurs for all ages * De 
5-15 (8pm, Sun mat: 2pm) * $14-§18 at TIX on the Square, door 


SOPHOCLES" ANTIGOME Timms Centre for tha Arts, 85 Ave, 11? 9° 
(492-2495) * Studio Theatre, adapted and directed by Kathleen Wess 
‘Two brothers have fallen. King Creon allows only one to be buried. {0 
bidding funeral rites to the other, but Antigone resolves to give her 
brother proper burial * Nov. 29-Dec. 8 (7:30pm): matinee Thu, Dec © 
(1230 pm; no show Sun, Dec. 2* Opening night: $20 (adutt)/S)5 {» 
jorl/$10 (student): weekends: $19 (adult}/$13 (senior)/$10 (student! 
week nights: $16 (adult}/$12 (seniori/$10 (student) 


‘THREE PEAS IM A POD The Third Space, 11516-103 St (420-175 
© A cabaret including music from The Drowsy Chaperone, Grey 
Gardens, The Secret Garden, Seussical the Musical, The Pirate 
a Well as Songs from songwriter Tom Lehrer. Featuring Timothy ! 
Anderson. Judy MeFerran and Sally Hunt * Nov. 30, Dec. 1 (9p™) * 
$15 at TIX on the Square, door 


JOOUMAS 3-G00D KING WTF 3 PCL Studio TransAlta Arts Bars 
10330-84 Ave (585-5950) SE eS pri 
‘swearing, some vulgarity, and plenty of hilarity * Until Dec. ‘ 
show on Mon * $15 (adulti/$10 (student/senior) at the door 
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gh-school film seems a 
well-travelled genre than 
iffed and scraped hall- 


h each day en route to 
ass. But Jeffrey Blitz’s 
ntar Spellbound took a side 
eking in on that odd kid in the 
of the library, head deep in a 
f Latin root words. It was a 
at the kind of driven, obses- 
; cid who join an extracurricular, 
pseudo-academic, semi-trivial pursuit 
strive to be number one—in this 
busy little worker bees buzzing 
away over spelling contests. It was 
Revenge of the Nerds meets the Ameri- 
But with Rocket Science, Blitz’s 
first feature, he’s blown up the stage 
on which the grade-A overachievers 
of Spellbound so proudly stood. We're 







ifically—where nothing can ever 
ie go your way. Rocket Science 
tastes like a bittersweet mix of Woody 
Allen, Wes Anderson and Todd 
Solondz, though Blitz offers his own 
distinctive blend: two shots of bitter, 
one shot of comic. 
it's September, a few months after 
Ginny Ryerson (Anna Kendrick) was 
jilted by debate partner Ben Weksel- 


blissfully painful look 


te | MON, DEC S-THU, DEC 6 (7 PM) 
= | ROCKET SCIENCE 
coc | WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY JEFFREY BLITZ 
| STARRING REECE THOMPSON, ANNA KENDRICK, 
NICHOLAS D'AGOSTO 
METRO CINEMA S10 
tok 


baum (Nicholas D’Agosto) in the 
middle of the state championship 
final. Living with their mother after 
dad left, Hal Hefner (Reece Thomp- 
son) and his darkly staring older 
brother Earl (Vincent Piazza) set off 
for a new school year at Plainsboro 
High, but Ginny's soon selected Hal 
as her new partner. This seems 
strange, since Hal is a desperately 
shy and self-conscious boy, stutter- 
ing and halting his way through 
even short sentences in public. 


WHAT COULD BE just another high- 


school film about the misfit finding his 
voice proves much more memorable. 
There's an unassuming, wryly down- 
beat look to the film that perfectly fits 
the story’s dry humour. 

As Ginny and Hal (far from Hefner- 
like) prepare for preliminary debates 
on the year's topic, abstinence, the 
boy’s surrounded by lascivious adults. 
His mom’s taken up with the neigh- 
bour, a small-claims court judge given 
to odd, sudden pronouncements that 
only he cackles at. Ginny's neighbour 


Lewis—a nebbish boy who befriends 
Hal and nonchalantly shows him 
what a bra is by putting it on over his 
denim jacket—has parents who are 


- doing music therapy to save their 


marriage. But, Lewis says, flipping 
through a colourfully illustrated copy 
of the Kama Sutra with Hal, his par- 
ents have done every position and his 
father “could be like the Kama Sutra 
Barry Bonds or something and no one 
would ever know it.” 

Though the voiceover narration 
gets a little ponderous, thankfully 
none of the characters is too quirky— 
Earl is an intriguing mix of sneaky 


DVDETECTIVE / 33 igi 
CAPSULES /36 








thief and Type-A organizer, trying to 
reorder his life in the wake of his par 
ents’ separation by always having an 
“agenda’—and the performances are 
spot-on. Ginny is a steamrolling go- 
getter type, in the mould of Tracey 
Flick from Alexander Payne's Election 
(where D'Agosto happened to get his 
start). But she's the only prominent 
female here, and ends up coming off 
as too simply the furious woman 
scorned (and too easily hateable) 

The adults are stunted and distant, 
as if Blitz has so entered into the 
mindset of the luckless teenager that 
he can't write outside them. But while 


at awkwardness 


Rocket Science lacks the wit and idio- 
syncracy of Allen's and Anderson™ 
best, and the cutting satirical thrust of 
Election, it should pick up a few tro- 
phies for some smaller accomplish- 
ments, especially Best Portrait of 
Painful Awkwardness in a High 
School Film 
Hal rfever gets a break, the stutter - 
never stops, and thete’s no happy 
ending—if anything, the film is too 
relentless in its refusal to cut through 
the loserness, not even to make itself 
just the littlest bit lovable. Hal's 
always hiding, running away, looking 
glum and getting his not-so-great 
expectations dashed—the biggest triz 
umph here is a slice of pizza on an 
empty boardwalk. Sometimes, it’s 
almost too painful too watch 
So Rocket Science has some won- 

derfully wry parts that don’t quite get 
built into a film that takes off, but the 
film still demands a kind of perverse 
admiration, a grudging respect—to go 
this against the grain, to refuse any 
cheerful, redemptive coming-of-age 
story, takes a movie-making misfit 
who just isn’t interested in being a 
number-one high-achiever or playing 
by the rules of some select, cocky 
club. For a film that nicely questions 
the purpose of life's ceaseless, desper- 
ate striving for success and recogni-y 
tion, that pyrrhic victory offers its own 
small, true blaze of glory. v 


Lumet returns to form with Before the Devil 


- JOSEF BRAUN / josaf@vueweekly.com 
‘recent years, we’ve become 
ecustomed to celebrating-our 
octogenarian filmmakers for 
ersity (Alain Resnais), their 
grace ‘ood humour (Robert Alt- 
man) or their steady commitment to a 
ngula (Ingmar Bergman, Chris 
t when we turn our gaze 
atest work from Hollywood 
ran Sidney Lumet, 83 as of last 
hat’s finally most impressive, 
nding, is its sheer viscer- 
thless vitality. 
he Devil Knows You’re 
a full half-century of film- 
for Lumet, who debuted with 
before going onto helm a 
orgasbord of features that 























Day Afternoon ('75), Network ('76), 


Prince of the City ('81), Running on 







Emply ('88) and Q&A (’90). That's a sort 
of quickie greatest hits list, but there's 
been plenty of stinkers too, the latest 


alt m having started with A 
anger Among Us ('92). 





Taken at a glance, the catalogue 
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seems to indicate of longevity and 
restlessness above all, but a closer 
look reveals an ongoing interest in— 
and unusually deft hand with— 
themes of doomed ambition, perverse 
betrayal and the underlying rot in 
modern American life, Concerning the 
plight of Andy (Philip Seymour Hoff- 
man) and Hank (Ethan Hawke), two 
very different but mutually desperate 
brothers who collaborate on a rob- 
bery that goes horribly, grotesquely 
wrong, Before the Devil forges a new 
peak in Lumet's oeuvre not only 
because it exudes the rigour of an 
artist half Lumet’s age, but because it 
is so very satisfying as a nasty, nasty 
little movie. 


Working from Kelly Masterson’s 
script, which is narratively frazzled— 
there are more than a couple of plot 
holes, the consistent sleaziness feels 
rather overly schematic, and the finale 
arguably bites off more than it can 
chew—yet never less than riveting, 
Lumet has crafted a film that’s fasci- 
natingly fractured on every level. 

Before the Devil Knows You're Dead 
features a family plagued by primal 
intentions only slightly better than the 
bad timing that undoes it. Formally, 
morally, thematically, the film’s fis- 
sures proliferate: the story darts ellip- 
tically through the chronological plot 
by use of disruptive flash cuts, while 
the compositions often isolate a body 
part in some evocative way, as with 
the hand of Gina (Marisa Tomei, 
excellent) in the opening post-coital 
scenes. The final result is a film that 
keeps us watching by continually jar- 
ring us. ? 


ANDY WATCHES ine bodies of he and 
his wife as they make love in a mirror, 
his expression quizzical, as though he 


FILM 


can’t quite believe they belong to 
them. The body of a small-time hold- 
up artist flies through a plate-glass 
door while a-laughably disguised 
Hank looks on in despair from the 
front seat of the getaway car. Lumet 
and his superb cast imbue scene after 
scene with alienating, often raw phys- 
icality, and Lumet suitably screws 
with the whole process by returning 
to certain key moments and filming 
them from a reverse angle, causing us 
to stop and think we've seen this one 
before ... or have we? 

I mentioned the frazzled nature of 
Masterson’s script: it’s fairly effective at 
diverting us from its inconsistencies, 
though at times it only manages this by 
prompting the characters into near hys- 
terics. Thankfully, a hysterical Hoffman 
is far from the worst thing you could 
come across in a movie. His Andy is a 
ticking bomb that gets incrementally 
louder as things unravel. Hoffman 
builds the tension through a balance of 
Mephistophelian disaffection and hot- 
breathed indignation. He's picky about 
when he boils over. Hawke, mean- 
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while, makes a satisfying counterpart; 
the designated baby of the family, he’s 
miserably naive, always convincingly 
one fateful step behind his brother in 
his attempts to fend off disaster. Grant- 
ed, these guys don’t look much like 
brothers, but they get the sick spirit of it, 
all just right 

And maybe they get a helping hand 
from Albert Finney, who plays the ini- 
tially unassuming role of their father 
Charles, who’s never privy to their 
conniving but makes it his business to 
understand it and act swiftly, all the 
while somehow embodying traits of 
both Hawk and Hoffman in his com- 
pellingly heavy, overheated perform- 
ance. A little closer in age to Lumet 
himself, Finney is ultimately revealed 
as the grimy core of Before the Devil 
Knows You're Dead, a patriarch that 
moves from supreme grief to blister- 
ing wrath. And like Lumet, Finney 
might go a little over the top in his 
efforts to get this nihilistic little tale 
from one end to the other, but the 
point is he gets us there, on waves of 
cinematic adrenaline. ¥ . 
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When Charles Burnett's extraordinary feature debut 
Killer of Sheep (1977) received its first-ever proper 
theatrical release last spring, |, like so many others, 
felt instantly as though I'd found my new favourite 
movie. Burnett's idiosyncratic method of capturing 
incident, play and struggle in the Watts district of 
Los Angeles, his marvelous eye for off-kilter compo- 
sition, his empathy for diverse characters, his irrev- 
erent drawing out of the comedic aspects of even 
the most dire scenarios, his light touch with social 
commentary and wonderfully fluid use of songs by 
the likes of Paul Robeson and Dinah Washington— 
one of the main reasons the film was never released 
was its plague of music clearance issues—his nec- 
essary utilization of ultra-low budget production val- 
ues as an aesthetic and even moral choice: all of 
these things made Killer of Sheep feel like a revela- 
tion, a movie as artful and arresting in its depiction 
of the marginalized classes as Los Olvidados ('50). 

Yet accompanying all the praise given to Killer of 
Sheep was this constant, melancholic undercurrent, 
a lament for a great, raw talent largely wasted all 
these years. Numerous senior critics implied that in 
the 30 years since the film's completion Burnett had 
never matched the vitality of his debut, or, 7o Sleep 
With Anger (90) excepted, even came close. After 
having gone through all of Burnett's work featured 
on Milestone’s new Killer of Sheep: The Charles 
Burnett Collection, | beg to differ. The two-disc set 
contains four shorts by Burnett—half of which are 
brilliant, while the other half merely warm, smart, 
inventive and funny—and Burnett's feature My 
Brother's Wedding {'83), which, particularly in its 
new director's cut, is an absolutely worthy follow-up 
to the preceding masterwork. 

There are doubtlessly ardent fans who might 
resent the simple fact that My Brother's Wedding is 
a more emphatically narrative film than Killer of 
Sheep. But just because it has a clear story is no 
reason to see My Brother's Wedding as any sort of 
compromise toward commercialism, nor does that 
story prevent Burnett from inviting his characteristic 
digressions into comic mishaps, amusing ephemra or 
pure character development. 


THE FILM FOLLOWS 30-year-old Angelino Pierce 
Mundy, played with unmannered sincerity by Everett 
Silas, who, sadly, seems to have never made another 
film. While doing little aside from working listlessly 
in his mother’s dry cleaners or helping to care for 
some elderly relatives, Pierce is simultaneously con- 
fronted with two inevitabilities that illustrate the 
socio-economic polarities that define his attitude. On 
the one hand, his elder brother, a successful doctor, 
is marrying a lawyer from a middle-class black fami- 
ly, much to the delight of Pierce's working-class par- 
ents and the seething hostility of Pierce. On the 
other, Pierce's old pal Soldier returns home from a 
stint in prison, looking for good times and trouble. 
Both of these scenarios reach a crisis point that 
demand Pierce's attention and force him to make 


allegiances, though in the end his inability to satis 
either party is what brings the story to its enigmatic 
conclusion, an image that solidifies Pierce as the 
unwitting representative of a community's conflicted 
soul, a community at once desirous of positiy. 
change and doomed by its tendency to prey upon 
itself. 

Burnett imbues the film with a lively, mischievous 
spirit, with scenes of Pierce and Soldier play-fighting 
in a stranger's yard, singing doo-wop in a stairwell o, 
using the dry cleaners as an impromptu love nc 
scenes of customers who can't claim their clothes 
because they can’t remember their aliases. He con 
veys the complexities of classism with much wi) 
such as in the scene in which Pierce's nouveau riche 
in-laws-to-be show off their Mexican servant, taking 
pride in their acquisition of the accoutrements of the 
class that once oppressed them. And he delivers 
moments of wondrous lyricism, such as the one in 
which Pierce's Bible reading dissolves dreamily into 
an ill-fated drive along a tree-lined avenue. A rouct 
cut of My Brothers Wedding was screened at festi 
vals in Toronto and New York but prompted only 
lukewarm reviews and, in what was becoming a 
despairing tradition, failed to receive distribution 
The rough cut ran at 118 minutes. Burnett's new 
director's cut clocks in at 81 minutes. You can't say 
the man doesn’t appreciate concision. 


BURNETT'S FIRST SHORT Several Friends {'69) is very 
much a stand-alone work as well as a sort of gearing 
up for Killer of Sheep, riffing engagingly on running 
themes of animal slaughter, fleeing pleasures and bro- 
ken machinery that never seems to get fixed. A child 
watches her father collapse in an alley. A parking lot 
fight is overseen by people both in cars and—in a typi 
cally goofy visual non-sequiter—on horseback. Hens 
are slaughtered and then plucked using some medieval 
machine. Two guys work on a car while a friend visits 
to show off his white girlfriend, a pivotal strategy in 
his attempts at upward mobility. The whole possesses 
an easy, compelling rhythm. 

The Horse ('73) features eloquently composed 
tural landscapes in its tale of several men waiting in 
the mid-day heat for someone to come and facilitate 
the killing of a horse. One white guy sits on a shady 
porch, working on the crease in his pants as another 
lays flat and flicks a knife into the ceiling so that it 
dangles like some tiny sword of Damocles over his 
head. All the while a black boy sits mourning in the 
sun-beaten dust with the condemned horse. It's @ 
Strange, curious, sad and beautiful little film. 

The final highlight of this package | want to men- 
tion here is Burnett's commentary track for Killer o/ 
Sheep. | was able to interview Burnett for Vue last 
July and was happy to find that same warm, humble 
and unassumingly insightful character speaking 0! 
his filmmaking experiences here. Most memorable 
for me among his comments was his feeling thé! 
people he knew back in the ‘70s were always telling 
him he needed to speak for the black community 
Burnett found this idea absurd. Instead, he tried ‘0 
simply show people in his community in enough situ 
ations that felt were truthful to his and their expe! 
ence, and in doing so, let the black community speak 
for themselves. w 
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who wears his personality on his reel. A 
self-described activist and stoner, both 
of those labels are readily apparent in 
Grilled Cheese Sandwich and It Can 
Happen Here, the two main films in 
Metro Cinema's retrospective of the 
Ontario filmmaker. Problem is, though, it 
only really works when Culp turns to 
nonfiction. 

it Can Happen Here is a kind of docu- 
collage, a series of stories and images 
weaved together with no explicit, over- 
arching narrative. Tales from the soon-to- 
be-closed Weyburn Mental Hospital are 
interspersed with shots of Culp smoking a 
joint, moments from a rally in memory of 
Tooker Gomberg, a video Culp made of his 
girlfriend on the day they broke up and a 
few other topics, selected seemingly at 
random. Taken together, they forma series 
of pushes for social change, whether it's 
treatment of the mentally imbalanced, 
marijuana legalization or greater bike 


access—although, given Culp’s social 
activist bent and the obviously personal 
Nature of some of the footage, it could just 
as easily be read as a kind of diary. 

Overall, the technique employed by /t 
Can Happen Here is interesting for its 
uniqueness, but it ultimately just reveals 
why we like standard documentaries in 
the first place: nearly everything Culp 
teferences, save perhaps his pot smok- 
ing, is underdeveloped, and often just 
when something gets engaging, Culp 
switches off to another topic, another set 
of images, and we're left with an unful- 
filled curiosity. 

Still, /t Can Happen Here does at least 
have intriguing moments, which is more 
than can be said for Grilled Cheese 
Sandwich, Culp’s film about a group of 
high school students who attempt to fight 
the power of their high school by giving 
away free sandwiches. About the only 
thing Culp does right in the film is litter it 
with humourous references to anarcho- 
socialist ideals, but even those are so 
thickly applied they eventually switch 
from knowingly cute to grating. 

To call his characters caricatures is 
almost too kind in some instances: a few 
are reduced to little more than costumes. 
The plot is also padded, mostly by entirely 
puerile scenes of drinking and drugs that 
suggest Culp hasn't entirely escaped the 





high school mindset himself, so convinced 
is he that throwing up in a toilet and doing 
coke are outrageous enough that they can 
take the place of a story or character devel- 
opment. In Grilled Cheese Sandwich's 
case, Culp comes across as the worst kind 
of stoner, the one who's satisfied with it 
being the most interesting part of his per- 
sonality, and | have a hard time believing 
even other self-described stoners would 
enjoy the end result. 
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BAYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

People toss around the phrase “That's (a 
length of time) of my life that | will never 
get back” too much these days, but 
believe me when | say that August Rush 
is a fully wasted two hours that would 
have been better spent sticking your fin- 
ger in an electric pencil sharpener. 
Sometimes you can see a bad movie and 
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place the blame squarely on one group, 
whether it’s the actors, the writers or the 


director, but in this movie, all these terri- ~ 


ble aspects come together to form an 
absolute perfect storm of awfulness that 
it was all | could do to not leave, even 
though | had to be there. 

Let's start with the actors. I'll leave the 
teeth-meltingly saccharine orphan boy 
August Rush (Freddie Highmore) out of 
this because | quit picking on little kids in 
grade school, but everyone who acted in 
this piece is culpable. First, Robin 
Williams. In an attempt to play a Bono- 
looking, Fagin-type character named 
Wizard, Williams comes off as more of a 
pedophile who likes music. From his stu- 
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pid soul patch to his leather cowboy hat to 
his crooked pedo-smile, Williams as the 
boy's musical mentor feels so sleazy. And 
Lyla Novacek (Keri Russel) and Louis 
Connelly (Jonathan Rhys Meyers) have 
absolutely zero chemistry as the world- 
class musicians whose one night love 
affair led to the birth of August Rush. 
Their lack of chemistry can be blamed 
on the writers, who on a number of differ- 
ent occasions don’t explain why everyone 
just falls in love with each other so fast. 
Lyla loves Louis, some social worker loves 
August, August's parents have always 
loved him and vice versa (though nobody 
even knew each other still existed), it’s all 
love love love at the speed of light with 


* absolutely no justification for any of it. 


The only redeeming quality of this 
movie is when August Rush plays the gui- 
tar. All of the other musical sequences are 
flat and lifeless, but when Rush busks on 
the street at the behest of Wizard he plays 
the rhythmic droning guitar style of Kaki 
King (who worked as his hand double) 
which brings those sequences to life. 
Other than that, this movie is absolutely 
nothing. If you want to get the exact feel- 
ing of what it was like to watch this movie 
in the comfort of your own home, try 
watching a Care Bears marathon while 
snorting the powdery stuff from Lik-a-Stix. 
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A good satire—or at least a half-decent 
Hollywood send-up of the genre—most 
often necessitates one to be seduced by 
the initial recognition of the sacred cow in 
question. In short, if a film is going to 
mock a particular set of institutional con- 
ventions, it needs to tell us what's in it for 
us. Enchanted is Disney's latest attempt 
to chuckle with the insufferable smarty- 
pants crew as though they were in on the 
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joke of their once-Nazi-sympathiziny 
money-grubbing empire. For a brief coup\; 
of minutes, they had me going. 

The film opens like any random cartoon 
storybook adaptatign, told in a fantasti 


~ segment of tacky classical animation. |i 


the story of maiden Giselle (Junebug 
Amy Adams) and her life in the forest as \1 


- centers around imagining the profile of a 
. handsome prince. Prince Edward (Jame 


Marsden) hears her song one day, and 
joins her in a magical duet before instant 
ly proposing marriage. But Edward's evil 
stepmother Queen Narissa (Susan 
Sarandon) foils the wedding by plunging 
Giselle into a magic well that sends her to 
the live-action world of New York City 

An engaged thirtysomething lawyer 
Robert (Patrick Dempsey) discover 
Giselle knocking impatiently on a casino 
billboard, and takes her home for the nighi 
to sleep on his sofa. Meanwhile Edward 
dives into the well to search for Giselle, a 
Robert, frustrated as he becomes with her 
finds himself drawn to the beautiful 
princess through her naive love practices 
and musical numbers. 

The animated sequence of Enchanted 
is funny and nightmarish, and achieves 
such through tactics hardly different from 
any other Disney film prior to 1995. The 
animals sing, dance, and tell jokes, and 
unlike Shrek, require no uninspired 
anachronisms.for their sense of humour 
Adams is quite clever as the fleshed out 
Giselle, with a pair of sparkling blue eyes 
and unflinching vocal timbre that almost 
transcend the simplistic parody of the 
script. Marsden contorts his handsome grin 
to appear constantly animated, the flesh of 
his cheeks lifting as though he might be on 
a Disneyland animatronic parade float. 

| wasted a good part of Enchanted 
anticipating, however, the arrival of 
Sarandon and her turkey waddle as the 
real live wicked queen; it's sadly weak and 
underwritten. It’s a predictable shame, as 
she arrives in old lady drag to offe’ 
Giselle a poison apple, then transforms 
into a CGI dragon to affirm the film has lit- 
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g DEC 1 1; 7pm 


»mbers $65/ non-members 
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video games are more of 
erience than a mental 
ise for mindless indul- 
fe ... when you're holding 
But when the controller is 
from you by omniscient 
the least they can do is fill 
going on. 
jitman is much like visiting a 
se, only to sit in the dark and 


360. Your friend is doing some 
‘stuff with the character, Agent 

{Timothy Olyphant), but every time you 
ask your friend, “How'd you do that?”, your 
frier responds with a “Huh? Hold on, just 
let me...” and never gets back to you. 

So you sit for 100 minutes trying to 
make sense of a bald and bar-coded 
assassinator who was produced in a fac- 
tory with others just like him. Sometimes 
they cross paths and have to snuff each 
other out. Your friend, or rather, Agent 47 
always wins because he’s the best in bad- 
assery—a hero who displays his humani- 
ty not by the people he saves, but by the 
people he doesn’t kill with each level. 
Agent 47 gets another passport stamp: 
England, Turkey, Russia—it's all part of a 
mission to erase a new pro-Western pres- 
ident with a dozen decoys. 

No doubt some of the dudes in the room 
with you are going to enjoy the passivity of 
Hitman. And why not? There's tons of guns, 
well-choreographed fights, cheeky dia- 
logue, and an unbelievably sexy Russian 
chick named Nika, played by model Olga 
Kurylenko. They'll be so indulged that 
they'll be unable to see the horror in their 
girlfriends’ eyes when they witness the 
harsh treatment of women in the game. So 
those girlfriends and the rest of us who 
came for a story, or just a sense of inclu- 
sion, pass the time text messaging. 

It's funny that in the 21st century a team 
of medical experts can reconstruct a human 
face for a bum victim, but a team of film- 
makers are yet to successfully reconstruct a 
video game for the big screen. For screen- 
writer Skip Woods, his biggest challenge 
will come in 2009 when his adaptation of 
an action figure, G! Joe, is turned into a 
movie. If audiences are lucky, he'll repeat- 
edly demonstrate his kung fu grip for us. 


ALSO OPENING THIS WEEK 


AWAKE Jessica Alba and Hayden 
Christensen star in this story of a man 
whose anesthesia fails while he’s on the 







Operating table. Read Vue Weekilys 
eed week. 

E THE DEVIL KNOWS YOU'RE 

ip Seymour Hoffman and Ethan 


in Sidney Lumet’s tale of a 
ery that slowly goes wrong. 
Read Josef E Braun's review on page 33. 


ROCKET § SCIENCE Spellbound director 

daffy Blitz makes his feature debut with 
i$ Story of an awkward teen who joins 

is high school debate team. Read Brian 
son's review on page 33. 


te 
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CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
8094 Connausht Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 
MR. MAGORIUM’S WONDER EMPO- 
Fr Sat 200, 8:00; 

200, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00; Sat- 
Sun 1:30 = 


INTO THE WILD (14A) 
Fri-Sat 6:50, 9:20; Sun-Thu 8:00; Sat- 
Sun 1:30 


| _ CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12__| 


180 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 
LIONS FOR LAMBS (14A) 


Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:20, 6:55, 9:20, 11:30; 
Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:20, 6:55, 9:20 


WE OWN THE NIGHT (14A, brutal vio- 
lence, sexual content, substance abuse) 
Fri-Sat 1:30, 4:25, 7:10, 9:45, 12:10; 
Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:25, 7:10, 9:45 


GOOD LUCK CHUCK (18A, sexual 





aed 
Fri-Sat 7:35, 10:05, 12:25; Sun-Thu 
7:35, 10:05 


THE HEARTBREAK KID (184, sexual 
content) 

Fri-Sat 1:50, 4:45, 7:25, 10:00, 12:20; 
Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:25, 10:00 


EASTERN PROMISES (18A, gory 
scenes) 
Bese 4:50, 9:30, 11:45; Sun-Thu 4:50, 


3:10 TO YUMA (14A, violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:25, 4:05, 7:20, 9:50, 12:20; 
Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:05, 7:20, 9:50 


SUPERBAD (18A) 
Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:15, 7:00, 9:40, 12:05; 
Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:15, 7:00, 9:40 


STARDUST (PG, frightening scenes,not 
recommended for children) 

Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:25, 11:55; 
Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:25 


UNDERDOG (G) 
Daily 2:05, 4:55 


THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (14A) 
Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:40, 7:15, 9:45, 12:15; 
Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:40, 7:15, 9:45 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 
Daily 2:00, 7:30 





RATATOUILLE (G) 
Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:35, 7:10, 9:35, 12:00; 
Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:35, 7:10, 9:35 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence, not rec- 
ommended for young children) 

Fri-Sat 12:30, 4:10, 7:40, 11:00; Sun- 
Thu 12:30, 4:10, 7:40 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 137th Avenue, 732-2236 
AWAKE (14A, coarse language, disturb- 

Ing content) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 2:00, 5:20, 8:00, 
10:10; Tue 5:20, 8:00, 10:10; Star and 
Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 

THIS CHRISTMAS (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 


Fri-Wed 12:50, 3:40, 7:20, 10:05; Thu 
12:50, 3:40, 10:05 


THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 1:20, 4:20, 7:30, 10:30; 
Sat 1:20, 4:20, 10:30; Sun 4:20, 7:30, 
10:30 


HITMAN (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 2:10, 5:10, 7:50, 10:20 


ENCHANTED (G) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:30, 1:40, 3:30, 
4:30, 6:45, 7:35, 10:15; Tue 1:40, 3:30, 
4:30, 6:45, 7:35, 10:15; Star and 
Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Daily 1:05, 3:45, 6:50, 9:30 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER EMPO- 
Bum ny 
3:50, 6:40 


sane (14A, violence) 
Daily 1:50, 4:50, 7:45, 10:25 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184, 
scenes) 
Baly 1:10, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 

Daily 1:15, 4:10, 7:05, 9:45 
AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 

Daly 12:45, 5:00, 8:30 


BEE MOVIE (GC) 
Daily 1:00, 5:10, 5:30, 7:40, 9:55 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Dally 9:00 





THE ASSASSINATION OF JESSE 
JAMES BY THE COWARD ROBERT 
FORD (14A) 

Daily 9:15 


BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS 
YOU'RE DEAD (STC) 
Daily 12:40, 4:15, 7:10, 9:50 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
fence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) 

Sneak Preview Sat 7:30; Sun 1:20 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1525-99 St, 436-8585 


AAJA NACHLE (Hindi W/E.S.T,) (ST! 
Dally 12:30, Pernt NETS) 


CHRISTMAS IN WONDERLAND (STC) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:15, 3:20, 6:30, 
9:20; Tue 3:20, 6:30, 9:20; Star and 
Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 


AWAKE (14A, coarse language, disturb- 
ing content) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:50, 3:15, 5:30, 
8:00, 10:20; Tue 3:15, 5:30, 8:00, 
aay Star and Strollers Screening: Tue 





THIS CHRISTMAS (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Daily 1:15, 3:50, 6:40, 9:50 

THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 1:10, 4:10, 7:40, 10:30; 


Sat 1:10, 4:10, 10:30; Sun 4:10, 7:40, 
10:30 


HITMAN (18A, scenes) 
Dally 12:00, 2:40, 5:10, 7:50, 10:30 
ENCHANTED (G) 


No passes Daily 1:00, 3:45, 7:00, 9:45 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Daily 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 10:10 


MR. MAGORIUM’S WONDER EMPO- 
RIUM (G) 
Daily 12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:15 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
Daily 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:15 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (18A, 
gory scenes) 

Jaily 1:20, 4:00, 6:50, 10:00 
FRED CLAUS (PG) 


Fri-Tue, Thu 12:40, 3:15, 6:30, 9:15; 
Wed 12:40, 6:30, 9:15 


OM SHANTI OM (PG, Hindi W/E.S.T) 
Daily 1:30, 5:00, 8:45 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (18A) 
Daily 12:45, 4:45, 8:30 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 12:00, 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:10 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Daily 12:20, 3:10, 7:10, 9:40 


INTO THE WILD (14) 

Dally 9:30 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 


dren) 
Sneak Preview Sat 7:40; Sun 1:10 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
8882-170 St, 444-1829 
SAW IV (184A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) 
Daily 7:30, 9:50 
THINGS WE LOST IN THE FIRE (14A) 


Fri, Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:45, 
3:30, 6:45, 9:20 


GONE BABY GONE (144, coarse lan- 
juage, violence) 
in 7:16, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:30, 
, 9:45; Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:45 


ae ee 
Fri 4:20, 7:10, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:40, 
4:20, 7:10, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:30 


MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY (G) 
Fri 4:40, 6:40; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:40, 6:40; 
Mon-Thu 6:40 


SUPERBAD (184, coarse language, 
crude content, substance abuse) 

Fri 4:00, 7:00, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:15, 4:00, 
7:00, 9: ; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:45 


STARDUST (PG, a scenes, not 
recommended for children) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:35, 
3:15, 6:30, 9:20 

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (14A) 

Fri 4:10, 05, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:10, 
7:05, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:40 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 

Daily 8:45 

HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX (PG, frightening 
scenes, not recommended for young 


children) 
Fri 4:15; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:15 
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10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 


BEOWULF (14, violence) DTS 
Dally 1:00, 4:00, 6:45, 9:20 30 petal 


NO Caras FOR OLD MEN (184, 


Stereo ital 
Day eae ao 30, 6:20, $20" 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) DTS Digital 
Fri-Tue, Thu 1:10, 3:50, 8:40, 9:15; Wed 
1:10, 3:50, 10:00 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
DTS Digital Daily 4:10, 7:45 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
DTS Diaital Daily 1:40, 4:30 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Dally 12:40, 3:20, 7:00, 9:35 


HITMAN (18A, gory scenes) 
DTS Digital Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7:30, 10:00 


THE MIST (18A. gory scenes) 

DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 12:50, 3:40, 
6:50, 9:40; Sat 12:50, 3:40, 9:40; Sun 
3;40, 6:50, 9:40 

LARS AND THE REAL GIRL (PG) 
DTS Digital Daily 7:20, 9:50 


AWAKE (144A, coarse language, disturb- 
ing content) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Dally 12:30, 2:30, 
4:40, 7:10, 9:25 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER EMPO- 
RIUM (G) 
DTS Digital Daily 1:30 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) 

et Preview, no passes Sat 6:50; Sun 


CLAREVIEW 10 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER EMPO- 
RIUM (G) 

Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:15, 6:30, 9:00; Mon-Thu 
4:15, 6:30, 9:00 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:30; Mon-Thu 
4:20, 7:00, 9:30 


HITMAN (184A, 
Fri-Sun 2:00, 4: 
4:40, 7:20, 9:50 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
August Rush (Pq) Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:00, 
6:45, 9:20; Mon-Thu 4:00, 6:45, 9:20 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
Fri-Sun 12:50, 4:05, 7:30; Mon-Thu 
4:05, 7:30 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:30, 7:10, 9:40; Mon-Thu 
4:30, 7:10, 9:40 


THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) 
Fri 1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:25; Sat 1:00, 
3:50, 9:25; Sun-Thu 3:50, 6:40, 9:25 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:10, 6:50, 9:35; Mon-Thu 
4:10, 6:50, 9:35 


BEE MOVIE (G) 

Fri-Sun 12:30, 2:40, 4:50, 7:05, 9:15; 
Mon-Thu 4:50, 7:05, 9:15 

AWAKE (14A, coarse language, disturb- 
ing content) 

Fri-Sun 12:40, 2:50, 5:00, 7:40, 10:00; 
Mon-Thu 5:00, 7:40, 10:00 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 





jory scenes) 
), 7:20, 9:50; Mon-Thu 





dren) 
Sneak Preview, no passes Sat 7:00; Sur 
1:00 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


AWAKE (14A, coarse language, disturb- 
Ing content) 

Fri 4:40, 7:40, 10:20; Sat-Sun 1:10, 
4:40, 7:40, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:40, 10:20 


THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) 
Fri 3:40, 7:00, 10:00; Sat-Sun 12:40, 
3:40, 7:00, 10:00; Mon-Thu 7:00, 10:00 


HITMAN (18A, gory scenes) 
Aton7-15, 1 e15; Sat-Sun 1:00, 
4:10, 7:15, 10:15; Mon-Thu 7:15, 10:15 


(G) 
9:45; Sat-Sun 12:30, 
5; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:45 


AUG! RUSH 
Bee, 75, ae Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:30, 
7.05, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:50 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER EMPO- 
RIUM (G) 

ae, $40; Sat-Sun 12:20, 3:30, 
6:40; Mon-Thu 6:40 


BEOWULY 14A, violence) 
Fri 3:50, 7: iA ts “Sun 1 aan 
3:50, 7:20, 10:10; Mon-Thu 7:20, 10:10 





FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri 4:15, 6:50, 9:30; ee In 1:30, 4:15, 
6:50, 9:30; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:30 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (1 8A) 
Fri-4:00, 8:00; Sat-Sun 12:00, 4:00, 
8:00; Mon-Thu 8:00 


Bee OME 
1 5:00, 7:30, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:10, 


oe 5:00, 7:30, 9:40; Mon-Thi 
340 lon-Thu 7:30, 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Daily 9:20 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
INTO THE WILD (14A) 
Daily 6:45, 9:30; Sat Sun 2:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill 
Ave, St. Albert, 458-9822 


Date of Issue only: Thu, Nov, 29° 
MR. MAGORIUMS WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 

Thu, Nov. 29: 1:15, 3:25, 5:20, 7:15, 
9:15, 

AMERICAN GANGSTER (18A) 
Thu, Noy, 29: 9:00 


BEOWULF (144, violence) 
i Nov. 29: 12:55, 3:00, 5:10, 7:20, 


ENCHANTED (G) 
{tie Noy. 29: 1:05, 3:05, 5:05, 7:05, 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Thu, Nov. 29: 12:45, 2:55, 4:55, 7:00 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Het Nov. 29: 12:45, 2:45, 4:45, 6:45 


LEDUC CINEMAS 
4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
ENCHANTED (3) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat, Sun 1:00, 3:30 
THE BEE MOVIE (G) 
Sat, Sun 1:10, 3:20 


LIONS FOR LAMBS (14A) 
Daily 7:10, 9:30 
GONE BABY GONE (144A, coarse lan- 
pe, violence) 
laity 7:00, 9:20; Sat, Sun 12:55, 3:15 


HITMAN (168A, scenes) 
Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat, Sun 1:05, 3:25 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


660145 Ave, Camrose, 780-608-2144 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
Daily 7:00, 9:05; Sat Sun 2:00 
MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 

Daily 7:15; Sat Sun 2:15 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Dally 7,05; Sat Sun 2:05 


THE MIST (184, gory scenes) 
Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat Sun 1:50 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Daily 7:10 9:20; Sat Sun 2:10 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Daily 9:15 
GONE BABY GONE (14A, coarse lan- 


juage, violence) 
Bally 9:00 


| METRO CINEMA 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 
425-9212 


THE DOGWALKER (PG) 

Fn 7:00 Sun 7:00 

SURE SHOT DOMBROWSKI (PG, not 
recommended for younge children) 

Fri 9:00 Sun 9:00 Mon 9:00 Tue 9:00 
Wed 9:00 Thu 9.00 


GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH W/ 
DEATH MASK (STC) 

Sat 7:00 

IT CAN HAPPEN HERE W/ 2 
SHORTS (STC) 

Sat 9:00 

AZHAGIYA TAMIZH MAGAN (STC) 
Sun 11:00 


MAGNOLIA (18) 
Sun 2;00 


ROCKET SCIENCE (14A) 
Mon 7:00 Tue 7:00 Wed 7:00 Thu 7:00 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 


120 Century Crossing, Spruce Grove, 
972-2332 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Dally 7:10, 9:30; Fri, Sat, Sun 1:10, 3:30 


HITMAN (184, gory scenes) 


Daily 7:30, 9:40; Fri, Sat, Sun 1:30, 3:40 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 7:20; Fri, Sat, Sun 1:20, 3:10 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
een 7:05, 9:35; Fn, Sat, Sun 12:45, 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 
Daily 7:15; Fri, Sat, Sun 1:05, 3:15 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 

Daily 7:00, 9:25; Fri, Sat, Sun 12:50, 
3:25 

THE MIST (18A, gory scer 

Dally 9:05pm i la » 
AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 

Daily 9:00 

AWAKE (14A, coarse language, disturb- 
ing content) 

Daily 7:25, 9:10; Fri, Sat, Sun 1:00, 3:00 


[PRINCESS |_| 
10397-82 Ave, 433-0728 


THE DARJEELING LIMITED (14A) 
Daily 7:00; Sat Sun 1:00 


CONTROL (14A, coarse language) 
Daily 9:05; Sat-Sun 3:10 


BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS YOUR 
DEAD (STC) 
Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 
WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 HA 
AWAKE (144, coarse language, disturb- 


ing content) 
Daily 12:15, 2:30, 5:10, 7:50, 10:10 


CHRISTMAS IN WONDERLAND (STC) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:10, 3:20, 7:00, 10:45; 
Wed 3:20, 7:00, 10:45; Star and 
Strollers screening: Wed 1:00 


THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 12:45, 3:45, 7:10, 10:20 


HITMAN (184, gory scenes) 


Daily 1:30, 3:50, 7:30, 10:30 
ENCHANTED (G) 

No passes Daily 1:20, 4:10, 7:20, 10:15 
AUGUST RUSH FG) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 12:20, 3 





Wed 4:00, , 10 id 
Strollers si ing: Wed 1:00 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER EMPO- 
RIUM (G) 
Daily 12:40, 4:10 


BEOWULF (144A, violence) 
Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00; Mon- i? 
Thu 1:00, 4:00, 7:45, 10:40 


BEOWULF: AN IMAX 3D EXPERI- 
ENCE (14A, violence) 
Fri-Sun 12:00, 2:40, 5:20, 8:00, 10:40; 
Mon-Thu 1:00, 4:00, 7:30, 10:30 
NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (154 
gory scenes) 

aily 12:30, 3:30, 6:45, 9:45 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Daily 12:05, 3:40, 7:20, 10:40 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (154) 
Daily 2:00, 6:30, 10:00 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 12:00, 2:25, 4:50, 7:15, 9:45 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Fri-Wed 7:30, 9:55; Thu 9:55 


| __ WESTMOUNT CENTRE | 


111 Ave. Grost Rd, 455-8726 


BEOWULF (14A, violence). ry 
DTS Digital, Fri, Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:30; i 
Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:50, 6:45, 9:30 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 
9:40; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:40, 7:00, 9:40 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 

DTS Digital Fi, Mon-Thu 7:30; Sat-Sun 
12:45, 4:00, 7:30 

BEE MOVIE (G) 

DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 
Sat-Sun 1:20, 3:30, 7:10, 


| __ WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 


780-352-3922 














7:10, 9:20; 


ENCHANTED (G} 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat, Sun 1:00, 3:30 


THE BEE MOVIE (G) > 
Sat, Sun 1:10, 3:20 


LIONS FOR LAMBS (14A) 
Daily 7:10, 9:30 


GONE SAS OO coarse lan- 
Baas. 00, 20 a3. Sat, Sun 12:55, 3:15 


HITMAN (184. gory scenes) 
Daly 7:05, 9:18: Sat, Sun 1:05, 3:25 
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Old band 


MURRAY SINCLAIR / murray@vuewsekly.com 
ooking at some of the bands 
that have visited recently or will 

oon play in Edmonton—acts 
like Trooper, Herman's Hermits, Air 

Supply and Don McLean—might make 

one think this is 1967 or 1977. 

But while the retro circuit may be 
getting larger, some bands and local 
music industry people don’t think 
it’s taking anything away from 
newer acts. 

“There's a place for every band,” 
says Dan Keene, marketing manager 
for the Century Casino, which brings 
in many of the classic rockers from 
‘60s through ’80s. “There is the criti- 
oo ae that these folder acts] had their 

day, but it’s not easy having a hit.” 

Keene points out that some of 
these retro-acts were their day’s pio- 
neers and mavericks, noting that Her- 
man’s Hermits once outsold The 
Beatles, suggesting that even if 40 
years have passed since a band's 
biggest successes, that doesn’t mean 
the artists aren't legitimate. 

Singer Peter Noone of Herman's Her- 
mits says that he tours under the 
band’s moniker to prevent the British 
Invasion group from being forgotten as 
light, irrelevant pop like the Monkees, 
adding that he’s succeeded in that goal. 

Alberta's the Stampeders had its 
* biggest hits—most notably “Sweet 
City Woman”—in the 1970s, and last 
recorded 10 years ago after the three 
core members reunited in 1992. 

“We still feel active and productive 
(and) we’re working on some new 
stuff,” says guitarist Richard Dodson. 

Along with the hits, the members 
of the Stampeders perform some rel- 
atively newer songs, which receive a 
good fan reaction despite not getting 
radio play. 

Gary Lewis and the Playboys—best 
known for “This Diamond Ring”— 
haven't recorded since the ‘60s, and 
Keene acknowledges that Lewis was 

*the only original member of the band 

that played the casino in November, 
but he also says that Lewis and his 
group of younger studio-ace musi- 

ll put on an energy-packed 

hat went over well 











ASKED IF THERE IS any danger that a 
recharged oldies band would threaten 
a younger group trying to finda 
break, local musician Lyle Bell says 
that there is no chance at all. Bell is 
too busy with musical projects that 
interest him, like the Whitsundays, a 
sort-of ‘60s throwback band, than to 
be worried about competing with 
other groups. 

Bell says that many of the reunited 
bands are entirely nostalgia-based for 
“people whose music tastes haven't 
changed.” 

Keene confirms that the casino’s 
classic-rock niche primarily brings in 
an audience ranging in age from the 
30s to 50s, with a few over 55 and oth- 
ers under 30. He says that the venue 
may bring in a newer, local band in 
December, but added that shows 
appealing to a younger demographic 
will happen about twice a year. 

Brent Oliver, who books bands into 
the Starlite Room and the Velvet 
Underground, says that the casino’s 
“senior circuit” acts are not the sort of 


Bob Prodor 


bands that he normally deals with, 
agreeing with Keene that the two 
scenes aren't competitive. 

Oliver couldn't imagine anyone 
debating between seeing a younger, 
indie band like Bebop Cortez and an 
older one like Kenny Shields and 
Streetheart. 

He says that most younger fans 
would see an older, reformed band as 
a joke, but stops short of putting every 
aging group in that category, noting 
how he took in a Cheap Trick and 
Joan Jett show. 

He’s wary of bands with only a few 
original members exploiting their 
name and memories from their glory 
days, though, questioning the integrity 
of the Jam for touring with just one 
original left. 

Bell says that English Beat singer 
Dave Wakeling touring with a band of 
hired guns under the group’s name is 
an offence to the band’s fans. 


KEENE SAYS THE Century Casino rec- 
ognizes that some bands have only a 
few original members left, adding that 


the venue is careful not to mislead in 
its advertising. 

Groups featuring members of the 
Doors, the Band, and Talking Heads 
have been criticized for reforming, 
recording and touring without certain 
key members or leaders. 

“Those guys need to make a buck,” 
says Rachelle Sandy, entertainment 
coordinator for the bar On the Rocks, 
laughing when asked how needy they 
really are. 

She adds that writing music can be 
a hard process, and acknowledges 
that music may be a first passion for 
these musicians, who may not be able 
to do anything else. 

“I'm frustrated if I’m not working,” 
Says Noone, admitting that he consid- 
ered himself retired in his 30s. 

Having the three original Stamped- 
ers from their 1970s’ heyday gives the 
band “a more original feel,” notes 
Dodson. 

But with one member of the origi- 
nal Herman’s Hermits dead and the 
other two retired when the band start- 
ing touring five years ago, Noone and 
his drummer are the only originals. 

Instead of getting some “fat old 
men” to replace them, the singer says 
he brought in younger musicians with 
both the energy and enthusiasm for 
the Hermits’ musical brand. 

“It's like a hockey team, where I’m 
the coach as well as the player,” he 
says of his new “contemporary oldies 
band,” which has gotten a good audi- 
ence reaction. 

According to Noone, it’s up to the 
audience to choose whether they see 
old bands, but hints an opinion by 
saying that freedom includes being 
“stupid enough to go along” with 
bands lacking key original members. 

Both he and Dodson would rather 
see visionary Creedence Clearwater 
Revival leader John Fogerty perform 
the songs he penned than watch the 
old CCR rhythm section’s “Revisited” 
band that’s now touring the old hits. 


DESPITE SOME controversy over 
integrity, Keene has noticed a trend in 
reviving old acts, notably on the casi- 
no circuit. 


TICKETS TO THE DECEMSER 1S BSS SH 


take a look at your life 


Noone, who had never though; 
he'd still be touring under the He, 
man’s Hermits name 40 years afje, 
the band formed, says his newe, 
group has been doubling its show 
annually to 105, making 10 time. 
more money. 

The singer left the Hermits in 197; 
because he was worried the banq 
would fade into playing smaller, dead 
end venues, so he’s pleased to pla, 
“in better places” like theatres an¢ 
state fairs today. 

The Stampeders have been doing 
35 dates a year, and while things were 
busier in the 1970s, the band is play 
ing bigger festivals, bringing in up to 
20 000 people. 

“It’s bigger and better every sum 
mer,” Dodson says. “We have a soli 
fan base, and the phone hasn't 
stopped ringing.” 

The guitarist says he has never 
heard any criticism that the Stamped 
ers are taking things away from 
newer groups. 

“It’s a different audience, with a lot 
of grey hairs,” comments drummer: 
Kim Berly. “Young guys still see us 
[but] it’s a big world.” w 


There's usually a fairly steady stream 
of aging musicians rolling through 
town, especially now that rock ‘n’ roll 
itself has become a venerable institu- 
tion. Keep an eye out and you're likely | 
to find acts like Dr Hook, Glass Tiger 
and Nazareth playing here. In the last 
few weeks of 2007, here are a few 
shows that you can catch: 


TH, NOH 29 | 


CENTURY CASINO, $29.95 
THU, DEC 
HERMAN'S HERMITS 
CENTURY CASINO, $29.95 

MOM, DEC 31 

KENNY SHIELDS AND 
STREETHEART 

CENTURY CASIND 








GiFT CERTIFICATE FROM THE ACOUSTIC BRUM SMe? 


SEND YOUR NAME AND DAYTIME PHON 
TO BROKEN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
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Ashton mixes up a 
sweet Bassnectar 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


hen you push yourself out 
of bounds, you discover 
weird and wonderful 


things about yourself. True, it can be 
unnerving, but sometimes, to make 
those discoveries, it’s enough just to 
be around someone who is pushing 
the envelope. 

Anybody who defines themselves 
as a fan of Bassnectar (aka Lorin 
Ashton) knows this. To be around his 
brand of beat blending somehow 
requires more than just dancing feet, 
and he surpasses easy labels. Yeah, | 
know; descriptions like “genre-defy- 
ing” are a dime a dozen in music 
these days. It’s a shame really, 
because there are electronic artists 
out there who simply can’t fit under 
the blanket “DJ” moniker. 

"There is so much stigma that goes 
along with the concept of Djs and 
DJing,” Ashton says. “Since I don't 
identify with so much of that stigma 
personally, and I think a lot of peo- 
ple’s opinion of and idea of Djing is 
pretty limited, negative and specific, I 
really feel a decreased level of enthu- 
siasm for being considered a D).” 

Growing up in the Silicon Valley, 
Ashton began his musical journey 
through an adolescent love of death 
metal. He got turned onto the elec- 
tronic side of things after he went to 
his first rave in the mid-'90s. It may 
sound like a strange combo, but it 
isn't hard to hear the influence his 
first love has on a lot of his produc- 
tion. Fierce beats play off of crunchy 
guitar distortions and meld with 
vocals of all kinds—from rap to sam- 
ples of Noam Chomsky. 

it’s all about moving—in many 
Senses of the word. 

“| appreciate the creative license | 
receive from many audiences ... free- 
dom to explore,” he explains. “And I 


SAT, DEC 1 (8 PM) 


BASSNECTAR 

WITH DEGREE AND SHAMIK ARLEN, 
THEPROTEGEUS SIRIUS TWISTED, 

EES SOE ME 

CORA COMMA 

SATE MU DAN 00H 


also feel committed to developing an 
acuteness of reality as opposed to an 
escape from it.” 


WE'RE OFFERED SO many modes of 
escape, after all, and Ashton is out- 
spoken about our collective apathy, 
speaking out about things like access 
to unbiased information and Net 
neutrality. 

“As I've said before, North Ameri- 
can culture is sedated and lazy. We 
have been bought off by gizmos and a 
lifestyle that rewards us for sitting 
down and shutting up. So many has- 
sles are waiting to befall those that 
stand up and protest—simple things 
like bad credit, fines, long hold times, 
just bogus corporate bullshit—and so 
many rewards await those who go 
with the flow—fancy iPhones and cars 
and gaming systems and TVs and 
trendy clothes ... even free leisure 
time, or entertainment like dancing 
and parties and nightclubs,” he says. 
“All these things keep the citizenry of 
a culture sedated, and content 
enough to not rise up and protest 
atrocities like torture, genocide, war, 
treason, mass deceit, theft of the 
national treasury, etc.” 

Don’t worry, though. I doubt we'll 
ever see a middle-aged Ashton in rock- 
star glasses sitting down with heads of 
state. He seems to thrive on unearthing 
subterranean beats, and if the strong 
following he’s developed is any indica- 
tion, folks are willing to venture out 
and expect more from their beat 
blenders and, perhaps, themselves. ¥ 
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Kokanee pints and 
hiballs til 10:30pm 
Y! NOT WEDNESDAYS 


$1 HIBALLS TILL 11PM 


THIS WEEK: 
FRIDAY NOV 30: SONIC {02.9 BAND OF THE MONTH 


TIM GILBERTSON 


i> iLiLiFiT OUTFIT 


SATURDAY DEC 1; 


PASSENGERAac 
ACE-EION HOE Teo 


NERSUS NIGHES 


UPCOMING: 
THURSDAY DEC 6: 


The CORDUROVS 


FRIDAY DEC 7 


eecceseveeossoeee 









































SATURDAY DEC 8: 


Seeevessaeseensseesesocse 


OMEGA 


SATURDAY DHC 15; 











THEORY 


APACHE ROSE 
zi LONGWAY DOWN 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 





THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage: 
Spm 

BUND PIG Moosehead Jam: The 
Rault Brothers and friends; 8-11pm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE F&M: $38 
(adv/$10 (day of) 


CAFE LEVA Every Thursday: Travis 
Boa plays mellow gold; 7-930pm 


CASTLE ROCK Jam with Gator 


CENTURY CASINO Trooper, 8pm; 
$29.95 at Ticketmaster or Century 
Casino 643.4000 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 


DRUID Guitar heroes 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
Stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band 

EDDIE SHORTS That's E-Town 
Rock ‘n’ Roll open stage: with hosts 
Rick, Mark and Matt 

EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Calico Drive, Crwned King, Kiros, 
No More Parachute, Blank Method; 
6:30pm (door); tickets at 
TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS Keristan Vaughan; 
8pm 

HULBERTS Kirsten Jones; 8pm; $7 
(door) 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 8pm 


JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam; 7-11pm 


J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Christmas 
with the Von Trapp Children; 7pm; 
tickets at TicketMaster 

JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Graham 


Lawrence (jazz piano) 


NEW CITY Chock-Full of Punk 
Rock: Kroovy Rookers, The Skam, 
The Pervs, Bastard Son; no minors; 
8pm (door); $5 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


RAMADA INN Williams and Ree 


‘STARLITE ROOM Art of Dying. 
Live On Arrival, Portal; 8pm; $13 at 
Ticketmaster.ca 


URBAN LOUNGE Unplugged 
WILD WEST Colleen Rae 


WUNDERBAR Jam hosted by 
Tippy Agogo with Robin Hunter, 
Tanyss Nixi; 9:30pm; $5 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Thursday Nights: Electro Education: 
dub, trip hop, lounge, electro with 
OJ Lazer Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 
ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with OJ SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew InVinceable, Touch It 
TNO, Lady Vishus 


HALD Thursdays Fo Sho: with 








Allout Dus, OJ Degree, Junior 
Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K, hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Decha, tech trance/alectro with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 


NEW CITY | Love ‘80s Thursdays: 
‘Spm (door); no cover 


NEW CITY Bride of Bingo 
Thursdays: hosted by Dexter Nebula 
and Anarchy Adam; 10pm; no. 
Minors; no cover 


Amico and Brian Gregg Trio (roots) 


ON THE ROCKS Crush with DJ 
Shawnibis 


PAWN SHOP Tim Gilbertson, Iiifit 
Outfit 


ST. BASILS. CENTRE 
Full Moon Folk Club; Cindy Church, 
Susan Crowe; 7pm (door), 8pm (con- 
cert); $17 at TIX on the Square/$20 
(oor) 


TOUCH OF CLASS Mark 
MoGarrigle (pop rock) 


URBAN LOUNGE Mouming Wood 


VEDIC CENTRE Woezo Africa 
Music and Dance Theatre, Isokan 


PREVUE / TUE, DEC 4 (8 PM) / TORNGAT / VELVET UNDERGROUND, 


$12 


Featuring members of Arcade Fire and Belle Orchestre, Tomgat sounds 
like a children’s carnival from Sodom’s town square. Sure to be one of 
those shows that next year everyone will claim they were at. 








ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Fetro to New: clas- 
Sic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
It Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
‘spun with PI residents 


THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr, Lexxxi Tronic, Drag 
Kings and Queens, burlesque and 
fotating game shows, bands 
upstairs monthly 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WiCM: Electro, techno, no wave 
with DJ Nik 7 of Shout Out Out Out 
Out; 8pm (door) 


Al 


LIVE MUSIC 


AGS CAFE Friday Live Music 
Nights: 


CARROT CAFE James Murdoch 


CASINO EDMONTON The 
Supremes (tribute show) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD The 


Emeralds (classic rock) 


CASTAWAYS-EDSON Slowburn 
{blues/rock); 9:30pm-1-30am 
CASTLE ROCK Open stage 
EDDIE SHORTS Rotten Dan and 
the Boogie Patrol (rockin’ blues) 


FOUR ROOMS Keristan Vaughan; 
Spm; $5 


FRESH START BAKERY CAFE 
Raisin Cain; 6-Spm 


HULBERT'S Keith Rempel Trio 
(jazz); Bpmy; $7 (door) 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, Spm 


JEFFREY'S CAFE Randall 
MacDonald (jazz); $10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm; no cover 


JET NIGHTCLUB 54-40; 7pm 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence (jazz piano) 


MEAD HALL The Kroovy Rookers, 
The Swill City Locals, The Fools 
Balls Out Face First Freebooter, The 
Afflictions; all ages, licensed area; 
8pm (door); $10 

MURRIETA'S RESTAURANT Terry 
Jorden (piano); 8-10pm 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 
Kinnie Starr 


O'CONNORS IRISH PUB Patsy 





Afrika!, Salsadiction, DJ Bernard, 
guests; 7pm (concert); $35 
(adult)/$25 (student) 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Zak 
Laroque Walker's Birthday Party: In 
Irons, Aurora, Bayonets, Blus Movie 
Motorcade; 8pm; $10 (door) 


WILD WEST Colleen Rae 


WHISTLESTOP Alan Lee and the 
Blues Busters; Spm-lam 


YARDBIRD SUITE Carl Saunders 


Quintet: Spm; $14 (member/$18 
(guest) at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Concert 
Choir, Debra Cais (conductor); 
8pm; $15 (adult}/$10 (senior/stu- 
dent) at TIX on the Square, door 


DJS 


PREVUE / MON, DEC 3 (8 PM) / GREENWOOD SINGERS / 
MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH, $18-20 

Choral music can be a bit ghetto-zed as an Easter / Christmas thing, 
but really, there’s nothing better than the resonating combo of a church 
and a choir to put you in the festive spirit. 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays; 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 
BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 
BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
two levels; Wooftop: DJs Ben 
Jammin’ and Bobby Torpedo heat 
up the patio 

BLACKSPOT CAFE Rent Night 
underground party music with DJ 
Roy Gary Biv; members only 
BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 
BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
avoid linaup, no cover before 10pm. 
DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
‘and '70s progressive rock, disco, 
and electronic Indie with Joel 
Reboh 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip 
hop, house, mash up; no minors 





MUSIC 








ESMERALDA'S 0. Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 


FEVER Ladies night with OJ Jonnie 
Spinns and Toni Sanchez 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


GINGUR SKY African Vibes: Friday 
nights with DJ O-Black, DJ Tiger; 
$10 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock. new 

Wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with 
DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 (atter 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday: 
Breakbeat. house, progressive and 
blectro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! 
Bitch! Bitch! Fridays: electro, indie, 
altemative, techno with DJs 
Dervish, Plan B, guests; no minors; 
Spm (door); $5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out: 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with Dus Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSA’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Movin on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop with 
DJ Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson 


‘THE ROOST Fridays All Request 
Dance Party: with DJ Jazzy with 
fotating shows every week: $4 
{member)/$6 (non-member) 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights 
Salsa-merengue-bachata-house- 
feggeaton-urban-old school with DJ 
Spice 

‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 
‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Top 40 request with a mix of retro 
and disco; 7pm-12midnight 
STOLLIS Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
DJ Tysin 

TOUCH OF CLASS Mark 
McGarrigle (pop rock) 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests; 1- 
Jam 


URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays 
WUNDERBAR Fridays with the 
Pony Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ. 
Toma; no cover 

Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays: Laidback Luke; no minors; 
1-Bam; $15 (adv) at Treehouse, 
Foosh, Yess Hair, Y Afterhours 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: The City Streats; no caver 
acoustic every Sat aftemoon 4-6pm 
BLACKSPOT CAFE Meanie 


Greenie and the Dance Machine 





MUSIC WEEKLY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE (122-0, 
Songwriters in the Round featu 
four young artists under the aq: 
22: Lindsay Ell, Michael Raut, 
Samantha Schultz, and Joe Nojs; 
7.30pm (music); $15 {advy/$1¢ 
(door), $10 minimurn charge 


CASINO EDMONTON 7). 
Supremes (tribute show) 


The 


CASINO 
Emeralds (classic rock} 





CASTAWAYS-EDSON So, 
(blues/rack); 9:30pm-1:30am 
CASTLE ROCK Carmen open 5: 
all day and night 

THE DOCKS Mustard Smile 


EDDIE SHORTS Off the Wa) 
Cougar and the Eight Second Boy 
(rock ‘n’ roll) 


FESTIVAL PLACE Fifth Dimensio 


7:30pm. 


FOUR ROOMS Keristan Vaug), 
Spm; $5 


FRESH START BAKERY CAFE 
Rob Heath; 6-9pm 


HULBEAT'S Jeremy Philips: 80 
$7 (door) 


THE IVORY CLUB Live ducing 
Pianos, no cover, Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 

jam, 3-7-30pm; country/rock band 
Spm-2am 

JEFFREY'S CAFE Roland Majeau 
{country pop); $10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm; no cover 


SET NIGHTCLUBS4-40; 7pm 


SULIAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence (jazz piano) 


MEAD HALL Looking East, Surviv 
Screams, New Art Night, more: all 
‘ages, licensed area; 8pm (door) 


MURRIETA'S RESTAURANT 121, 
Jorden (piano); 8-10pm 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 
Patrick Watson, Plants and 
Animals; 7:30pm; all ages, licensed 
event; $14 at TicketMaster 


OBYRNE'S Wednesday Night 
Christ Wynters (Captain Tractor’, 
guests; 9:30pm; no cover 


O'CONNORS IRISH PUB Pais 
Amico and Brian Gregg Trio {roo!s) 


ON THE ROCKS Crush with DJ 
Crazy Dave 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PUB Open stage Saturday hosted 
by Jenny Joy; 3pm 


PAWN SHOP Passenger Action 
Hoe Business vs. Nights 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Attack Addic! 
Seven Devil Fix, Gatekeeper 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 
THEATRE Gateway Big Band, 
Made in Canada Jazz; 7:30pm; $15 
{adult}/$10 (student) at TIX on the 
Square, door 


‘SHERBROOKE COMMUNITY 
HALL Jim Turley Memorial 
Celebration with Dangerous Guise, 
8pm-Zam; donations accepted 


‘STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY 
THEATRE Heather Hutchison 
{Charades CO release concert), 
Mike Edel; 7:30pm; $10.25 at Tix 
on the Square, door 


STARLITE ROOM Musicfirst, The 
Techno Hippy Crew and Oh Snap 
Presents: Bassnectar, Degree and 
Shamik, Arlen, The Protege vs 
‘7Siriusly Twisted?, 2nd Room-Greg 
St. Onge, Dane Party, Cobra 
Commander; $20 at ticketweb.ca, 
music!st.ca, bassnectarnet, 
www.technohippycrew.ca, 
Foosh/$26 (door) 

TAPHOUSE Saturday Moosehead 
Jam: hosted by Gator Shelemey ane 
Carmen Cook, 3-8pm. 


URBAN LOUNGE Mourming Wood 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Jane 
Vain and the Dark Matter, The 
Summerlad, The Martingales; pm 
(door); $10 (door) 


WILD WEST Colleen Rae 


WISTLESTOP Alan Lee and the 
Blues Busters; Spm-lam 


YARDBIRD SUITE Carl Saunder: 
Quintet; Spm; $14 (member/$18 
(guest) at TicketMaster 





PREVUE / SAT, D 


CLASSICAL 


EDMONTON MORAVIAN 
(CHURCH Winter T.M.E: T.LM.E. 
(Today's Innovative Music 
Edmonton), Nuf Sed (vocal ensem- 
bles}; 7pm; $15 {adult)/$10 (stu- 
dent/senior) at TIX on the Square 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Concordia Schoo! of Music, 
Concordia Christmas Concert: 
7:30pm; $10 (adult}/$8 (student/sen- 
ior) at TIX on the Square 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Classic 
Landmarks Masters: William Eddins 
{conductor}, Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Lidia Khaner {oboe); 8pm; 
$28-$65, $15 (student/senior rush 
tickets available two hours prior to 
performance); Symphony Prelude: 
Petar Dundjerski (Edmonton 
Symphony assistant conductor in 
residence) at 7:15pm 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ 
Soundwave 

BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Stiletto 
Saturday; ‘80s and “90s with DJ 
Ounean 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
{wo levels alt rock/electro/trash; 
Main Floor: The Menace Sessions 
with Miss Mannered 

BUDDY'S Undie night for men only, 
free pool and tourney, OJ 
Arrowchaser 

DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and '70s progressive rock, disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip 
hop. house, mash up 

FEVER Saturday night Fever: with 
OU Jonnie Spinns and Toni Sanchez 
FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone 


Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen B and 
OJ Kwake. 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 

‘GINGUR SKY Soulout Saturdays 
HALD Halo Saturdays: house with 
Junior Brown, Luke Morrison, and 
Nestor Delano 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturday: 
DU Groovy Cuyy and guests 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Saturdays real altemative, classics, 
punk with DJ Naze Nomad; no cover 








NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturday 

Sucks: electro, industrial, alt and 

indy, electro, rock with DJs Nik 

teal and Blue Jay (Mod Club); 
5 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE Suggestive Saturdays 
breaks eleetro house with Pl resi- 
dents 


RED STAR Saturdays indie rock, hip 
hop, and electro with DJ Hot Philly 
aad quests 

THE ROOST Saturdays-Always like 
New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (Retro) 
Sownstairs and DJ Jazzy (New 
Music} upstairs; $4 (member)/$6 
non-member) 





1 (6 PM) / THE MARTINGALES / 





SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKAT- 
ING DISCO Sportsworld Inline and 
Roller Skating Disco: Top 40 request 
with a mix of retro and disco; 1-5pm 
and 7pm-12 midnight 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40, A&B, 
house with People’s DJ 


‘TEMPLE (BACK OF STARLITE 
ROOM) Oh Snap, Residents Degree, 
All Out DJs and More; $3 (Temple 
membership)/$5 (without, will get 
you 4-Temple Membership) 
TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Anthem: 
hard NRG/trance/funky with Jeff 
Hillis, DTDR, Big Daddy, STX, Tweek: 
Tam-fam 

WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and 
local bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Release 
Saturdays: Sultan Yoshiteshi 


SUN 
LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Sunday Brunch: 
Rosette Guitar Duo; 11am-2pm;, 
donations 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
Sunday jam; 7pm. 


DUSTER'S PUB Sunday open stage 
hosted by the Mary Thomas Band 


EDDIE SHORTS Every Sunday open 
stage with Rob Taylor; 4-8pm 


HULBERT'S Sunday Night Mic 
hosted by Rhea March; 7pm. 


JAMMERS PUB Sunday open 
blues jam; 4-8pm 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Keri Lynn Zwicker (singer/harpist}, 
Tami Cooper (flute, vocals), Jeff 
Faragher (cello), Nathan McCavana 
{bodhran); (Winter Ramble CD 
telease concert); 7:30pm; $14 at TIX 
on the Square/$17 (door) 


WEWCASTLE PUB Live Sunday jam 
hosted by Wily and Dave; 2:30pm 
O'BYRNE'S Open stage with Joe 
Bird; 9:30pm; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Souljah Fyah 
Sundays with DJ Dudeman 


OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor; 8-11pm 


OVERDRIVE Anything Goes: 
acoustic jam every Sunday afteroon 
with the Shufflehound; 1:30-5pm 


ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage 
featuring the Digs/Mike McDonald 
alternate weeks; 9-12 


ROYAL COACH Patro Polujin (clas- 
sical guitar) 


‘STARLITE ROOM Calico Drive 
(farewell show), Crowned King, 
Kiros, No More Parachute, Blank 
Method 


CLASSICAL 


HALL U of A 
‘Music Department. Happnin’, Jazz 
Choir, John MeMillan {director}: 
Bpm; $15 (adult}/$10 (senior/stu- 











dent) at TIX on the Square, door 


CONVOCATION HALL U of A 
Music Department, U of A Concert 
Band, Wendy Grasdahl (conductor); 
3pm; $15 (adult}/$10 (senior/stu- 
dent) at TIX on the Square, door 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Concordia School of Music, 
Concordia Christmas Concert; 3pm; 
$10 (adult)/$8 (student/senior) at TX 
‘on the Square: 


ST. JOSEPH'S BASILICA 
Greenwood Singers evening of read- 
ings and hymns for Advent and 
Christmas; 7:30pm; $10 at St 
Joseph's College, the door 


STRATHEARN UNITED CHURCH 
Aftemoon Delights, Les Miserables 
and Gershwin Portrait Edmonton, 
Metropolitan Chorus, David Garber 
(director); 2pm 





WITH JANE VAIN AND THE DARK MATTER, THE SUMMERLA 
UNDERGROUN , 910 “We're ali in the math department at the U of A,” says the Martingales’ singer/guitarist Shen 


“Sometimes they organize these parties for the math department and we play them.” When they're not creating and playing music 
atmospheric and moody minorkey rock as the Martingales, siblings Andrew and Angela Beltaos (bass and vocals) and drummer Matt 
Emmett all teach math courses at the university. According to the band's bio, “the name comes from when Andrew was taking a math 
course in the fall of 2006, finishing up his MSc requirements, and he learned about random variables X, such that E{X(t+1)} = X(t) 
called martingales.” The band members are noticeably excited about their plans for recording. “We're going to the studio with Jeff 
Olsen in December, record as many songs as we can and release a full-length,” says Beltaos. “Personally, |'ve taken an attitude of 
writing songs as much as | can, and when | go home, instead of listening to music, I'll play my guitar and hopefully something comes 
out of it.” —RICK REID / rick@vueweekly.com 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Sunday 
Shawease: William Eddins (conduc: 
tor), Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, 
Lidia Khaner (oboe); 2pm; $28-$55; 
$15 (student/senior rush tickets 


available two hours prior to perform- 


ance) 


DIS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 


Industry Night: with Atomic Improv, 
Jameoki and DJ Tim 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Got To 
Give It Up Sunday Afternoons: Main 
Floor: Funk, soul, Motown, disco 
with DJ Red Dawn 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro; 10pm- 
2:30am; quest DJs inquire at 



















kelly@michetti.com 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock. hip 
hop, house, mash up 


OVERTIME BROILER Sunday 
Industry Night: Requests with DJ Bo 


URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays: with DJs InVinceable and 
Macca 


URBAN LOUNGE Sunday Night 
Live: hosted by DA Choclit Elviz, DU 
Sweetz 9pm; the best of Urban’s live 
entertainment 10pm 
WUNDEABAR Sundays DJ 
Gallatea end XS, quests; no cover 


CORB LUND 


AND 
THE 


HURTIN’ ALBERTANS 


RATTLING SABRES TOUR 2008 


with special guests 


Rexall Place 
Theatre Bow] 


reserved seating 


SBLIVENATION.com 
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www.urbanlounge.net 


COME AND CHECK OUT THE 
EPEAT NEW LOCATION ON 
WHYTE AVE! 


UNPLUGGED 


WE’D LIKE TO WELCOME 


JIMMY SHEWCHUK 
AS OUR NEW G.M. 


COME BY AND SAY HELLO! 
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NG'SHOWS!== 


4 y Casino 643.4000 





ALL. SHOWS DOORS AT SPM 
15903 FORT RO Ss+s.4io00 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondays: 
music and comedy; 8pm 


JOHN L HAAR THEATRE Grant 
MacEwan College, Big Band Concert; 
7:30pm; $10 (adult}/$8 (student/sen- 
ior) at TIX on the Square/$12 
Meg WI ea 2 at the 

ir 


LB‘S PUB Open Stage with Shaved 
Posse hosted by Ken, Fred, Gordie 
and Mat 8-12:30 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


SECOND CUP-MEADOWLARK 
Caity Fisher 


TAPHOUSE Monday Live 


CLASSICAL 


McDOUGALL UNITED 

Many Moods of Christmas: 
Greenwood Singers, University of 
Alberta Faculty of Education 
Handbell Ringers, Keri Lynn Zwicker 
(harp), Helen Stuart (piano), Jeremy 
Spurgeon (organ); 8pm; $20 
{adult)/$18 (student/senior) at TIX on 


the Square 
DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 
Service Industry Night; no minors; 
Spm-2am 


DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: Eclectic Nonsense with 
Confederacy of Dunces, Dad Rock, TJ 
Hookah and Rear Admiral Saunders 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy 
Electro Latest and greatest in House, 
Progressive and Trip-Hop; 12am- 
2:30am; interested guest DJs inquire 
at kelly@michetti.com; karaoke with 
Tizzy, amateur strip contest $pm- 
12am 





FILTHY MeNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ S. WAG. 
FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


(NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Munch on Metal Mondays: ‘80s 
mata! with DJ Sammi Kerr; no 

minors; no cover 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical tal- 
ent with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


CASTLE ROCK Moosehead jam 
Dpen 








DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) 
stage with Chris Wynters 
LEGENDS PUB Tuesday Open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 

NEW CITY AC/DC: Meatseeker with 
Meat and Jayman; no cover 


TAPHOUSE Tiiesday Moosehead 
Jam: hosted by Merk Ammar, Dale 
Collins, and Noel Mackenzie; 
8:30pm-Tam. 

OBYANE'S Celtic Jam; with 
Shannon Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm. 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Tomgat 
(Members of The Arcade Fire and 
Bell Orchestre), Faunts, Doug Hoyer; 
8pm; tickets at TicketMaster, 
Blackbyrd, Listen 


‘THE VAT-RED DEER David Celia 


YARDBIRD SUITE Jam session 
avery Tuesday: Bill George; 8:30pm 
(door), 9pm (show); $3 


DJS 


BUDDY'S Free poo! and toumey, DJ 
Arrowchaser 

ESMERALDA’S Top 40, country, 
R&B with DJ Foreplay, OU Jimmy 
FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) Latin 
and Salsa music, dance lessons 8- 
10pm 


‘BLACKDOG 
Gulch Wednesdays 


music with Bomb Squad, 
ohio ine pros 


RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental 
Indie Rock, Hip Hop, Electro with DU 
Hot Philly 


GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Tuesday 
Night Shakedowns: with DJ Generic 
{hipster twister) and guests; 8pm 
{door); no cover 

WUNDERBAR Sweet Brit and Punk 
with Phillip and Bogner 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE St. Albert 
Community Band Christmas Concert; 
7:30pm 


Glitter 


CASTLE ROCK Acoustic night open 
stage 

EDDIE SHORTS Wednesday blues 
jam with Brian Petch (guitar) 
FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower 
‘open stage; 7:30pm (door); $2 
HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Kenny 

JET NIGHTCLUB Grady, Murder 
City Sparrows; no minors; 7pm; 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 


O'BYANE'S Chris Wynters and 
guests; 9:30pm; no cover 


PLEASANTVIEW 

HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre- 
sented by the Northern Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


‘STEEPS TEA LOUNGE (),.. 
(acoustic) every Wed: (last yy, 
month spoken word) 

WILD WEST Ronnie Kar; 
— eae 


DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR ;,. 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deap 4, 
with Nic-E and Smooy 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE \\ 
Nights: with DJ Harley 
BLACKDOG FREEHOUS¢ | 
Gulch Wednesdays: roots , r 
OU Buster Friendly; no cover ; 
Music Ones 8 month; Woofto,, 
RetroActive Radio with 11 ( 
alternative ‘BOs and “90s. po 
New wave, garage. Brit. myo, 
and roll 


BUDDY'S Hump day with 
Sean 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB {nd.«; 
Wednesdays: with DJ Jonr 
and Toni Sanchez 


FLUID LOUNGE Wednesday, 5 
This 

THE FOX Wind-up Wednesisy 
R&B, hiphop, reggae, old <i 
Qaston with InVinceable, Toucr, 
weekly guest DJs 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/Ras y, 
DU 'Spincycle 

NEW CITY LIKWID LoUNGE 
Out With Your Box Out Wed 
Night: no minors; no cover 
WIKGG DIAMOND'S Punk ani 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Guest Dds every 
Wednesday 

STANDARD Wednesday Gone \) 
Feat with DJ Nestor Delano 
STOLLI'S Wild Cherry: 
House/garage with Tripswitch, 
Rezidnt Funk, fusion with Steve 
Velocity 

VELVET UNDERGROUND P 
Every Wednesday with th 
indie mod rock dance party, 8pm 
(door) 





WUNDERBAR Wednesdays wit 
new DJ; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wednesd 


Wu’s 8 Diagrams Are 
Graphically Flawed 


BACKLASH BLUES 


J 

(Ze) 

= ROLAND PEMBERTON 
foland@vueweekly.com 


The new Wu-Tang Clan album, 8 Diagrams, might be 
another mathematical title derived from a kung-fu 
flick—the first was the classic 1993 debut Enter The 
Wu-Tang (36 Chambers}—but the sum of its parts 
don’t add up to the quality level of the group's ‘93 
product. While the record is framed with references 
to previous victories and attempts at repeating suc- 
cessful formulas, the flaws lie purely in the execution 
and the methodology behind the recording process. 

This Wu-Tang album was created under different cir- 
cumstances than 36 Chambers. There was a certain 
level of desperation involved in the debut. It was 
recorded with all members crammed into the same 
small studio space, being forced by producer/leader 
RZA to battle each other to see who earned the right to 
Tap on each beat. On the other hand, 8 Diagrams had a 
difficult gestation period, with the members’ dissenting 
opinions spread throughout the press, the recording 
taking place with different rappers around at different 
times and Ghostface expressing extremely limited 
interest in the project (he has verses on only three 
songs and has his own album The Big Doe Rehab com- 
ing out around the same time). These differences aren't 
merely cosmetic; you can actually hear how distant and 
out of touch with each other they have become. 


THE THING THAT WAS so special about Wu-Tang is 


that the group had a sound that was completely origi- 


nal and not influenced by anything that came before i! 
Now that the group has been around for so long, even 
though the album is mostly produced by RZA, his beats 
and collaboration choices are uninspired. Half of the 
songs on the album feature crossover R&B hooks that 
largely detract from the flow of the record and the much 
talked about Beatles remake “My Heart Gently Weeps’ 
comes off as extremely overproduced. 

The best songs on the album have nothing to do with 
Wu-Tang's core. Funkadelic’s George Clinton steps ou! 
huge over “Wolves,” proving once again that his rele- 
vance for the past 35 years has not been overstated 
The best performances out of the Wu camp come from 
U-God and Cappadonna, two dudes who have never 
gotten credit from the rap massive and still sound like 
they have something to prove. The outstanding produc 
tion on “Gun Will Go" manages to distract from the 
tepid crooning of Sunny Valentine with a vital soul loop 
solemn strings and intermittent 808 drums. 

In a time when fear is at an all-time high in America 
the danger is completely gone from the Wu-Tang Clan 
Some of them sound like they're holding back 
(Ghostface, Raekwon), some sound disinterested (624) 
and others sound creatively blocked (Method Man 's 
“trying to bring sexy back like Timbaland an 
Timberlake”). It is the musical equivalent of a 10-ye® 
high school reunion: you go out of obligation and for the 
opportunity to show people how well you're doing no 
The last track sounds like a demo recording featurind ° 
nimble Method Man ripping it up with OI’ Dirty Bastar’ 
over a rugged drum break and guitar chops. It's 0! 
standing and it totally betrays the rest of the album “ 
illustrating how exciting and vital the group used ' 
sound when ODB was still alive. w 
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@yuoweakly.com 
- A really haven't done 
anything yet,” laughs Ted 
Vv right of Edmonton’s 
& n. “This is not gonna be 
agre t interview at all—nothing is 


well, it’s not entirely true that noth- 
jpg is new with the band at all. In fact, 
the Get Down signed a record deal with 
ipeg’s Transistor 66 Records back 
jn july, although no album has surfaced 
yet. It's just that the band has been lay- 
ing low recently—at least in terms of 
recording the expected slab of rock ‘n’ 
oll. According to Wright, that should 
be changing soon, though. 

“probably in January sometime we're 
jooking at a release,” he explains. 
“we've actually been pretty busy just 
doing a lot of touring and writing and 
tuft. Writing new material, that kind of 
thing, doing preproduction.” 

Lots of writing doesn’t always trans- 
Jate into lots of songs, though, and 
that’s certainly true for the Get Down. 
Wright says that the band is of the 
mindset where each tune is slice and 
diced and dissected in the process of 
fuming it into a finished piece. 

“We're not writing two-minute pop 
songs,” he says. “We're getting to the 
point where we're trying to get more 
and more precise and more precision 
with our music. Maybe a little more 


FIND OUT ABOUT ALL 
WIN YOU PRAISE IF YOU Gl 


deaf, dumb and blind band sure 
a mean rock ‘n’ roll guitar 





FAL NOV 30 (8PM) 

THE GET DOWN 

WITH BIONIC, ATROPHY LIFE JOHNNY GOODE 
EOONOLODGE Si 


angular. Maybe a little less punk rock 
and a little more progressive.” 


THE MOVE TOWARDS more progressive 
material has been a gradual one for 
Wright and his bandmates, partly due 
to a conscious effort and partly due to 
a natural evolution after years of play- 
ing and writing music. 

“With the previous bands it was 
always kind of punk rock and ‘fuck 
you’ and one-two-three-four,” Wright 
chuckles. “We've just been trying to 
challenge ourselves a little more 
musically. We still bring these ele- 
ments of ‘70s rock ‘n’ roll and stuff, 
which we're all really digging, but 
we're trying to make it fresh for 
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MONO a 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 


everybody else including ourselves 
You know, we can’t write Pride Tiger 
songs, we can’t write C’mon songs 
We write our own version of that kind 
of thing, which means an updated 
sound but still with hints of that old 
sound in the background, basically.” 

So, is the Get Down's new material 
set to rival Jethro Tull’s Thick as a Brick 
in the epic concept record arena? 
Wright laughs hard at the thought. 

“When I say progressive, | think No 
Means No—that kind of thing,” he 
admits. “It’s a little more challenging, 
but no Yes albums, no rock operas, no 
character concepts. Just more chal- 
lenging music than just being a sim- 
ple punk rock band 

“We do have one song entitled ‘Rock 
Opera,’ which is I guess a three-minute 
bit,” he continues after a moment. “It 
tells a tale instrumentally, | suppose, but 
it’s no Tommy, that’s for sure." v 
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DOGRS AT 7PM 
TICKETS AVAILABLE 
< AT ticketmaster 


#550 8002-170 ST. WEST EDM MALLS = 489-SuOW 
EDMONTONEVENTCENTRE.CA 
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Patrick Watson just wants 


to rock ‘n’ 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweokly.com 
alfway through my interview 
He Patrick Watson, the 
man of the band, I hear the 
distinct clinking sound of bottles in 
the background. It’s early for me, and 
not quite noon in Montréal. 

“You really hit me up today,” he 
laughs at the end of the interview. “I 
had to open up a beer, for crying out 
loud. It's like, why not ask me, like, ‘Is 
touring cool?’ No, it’s like deep philos- 
ophy of life, here. Let’s fucking rock 
‘n’ roll here; let’s open up a beer and 
see what happens with it.” 

And it’s true—we’ve gotten into 
more philosophical territory, talking 
about why music, of all the art forms, 
is the most universal. Watson, who is 
“enjoying” a day slotted for inter- 
views, is chatty, so it doesn’t take long 
to go through the standard questions 
about winning the Polaris Prize for 
Close to Paradise and about the band’s 
next album, which he’s working on 
between phone calls from journalists. 

In Case you're wondering how it 
felt to be in competition with 
friends for what some feel is Cana- 
da’s most relevant music prize, 
Watson admits that while the cash 
infusion—$20 000—is definitely 
handy, it was Strange. 

“It’s not like it’s running a race, or 
Something. It’s kind of an obscure ... 


roll all 


SAT, NOV 1 (7:30 PM) 


Lid 
— 
= | PATRICK WATSON 

ce | WITH PLANTS AND ANIMALS 

CL | MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE, $14 

winning music awards is kind of an 
obscure thing,” he explains. “It’s not 
like, ‘Oh, I ran faster than you.’ It's a 
little bit subjective, so it’s kind of 
funny and we all know that.” 


BEGINNING AS A musical complement 


to Brigitte Henry's underwater pho- 
tography, Patrick Watson the man 
released Waterproof9 in 2001. A band 
grew around him and Patrick Watson 
the band released Just Another Ordi- 
nary Day in 2003. 

That album's dreamy soundscapes 
logically led to 2006's Close to Par- 
adise, which solidified the group— 
rounded out by Simon Angell, Robbie 
Kuster and Mishka Stein—as a music- 
making unit with a penchant for 
delivering beautifully textured and 
odd sounds behind ethereal vocals. 
Aside from the accolades the band 
has received for the album, it also 
solidifies Patrick Watson as a group 
that really wants to both play music 
and play with music. 

Despite its reliance on technology, 
the group strives for what Watson 
calls a “hand-made sound.” The rea- 


€©)Stylus Music School 


Quality Education | Career Programs 


Master of Music Production & Technology 
Independent Music Producer 
Sound Design & Technology 


night 


son, he explains, is not only to have 
integrity, but also to challenge him 
and the other band members. 

“It's also fun to have a really inter- 
esting sound design live," he says. 
For Watson, there's nothing quite like 
putting on a kick-ass show. “People 
going, like, ‘How the fuck is that 
sound like that?’ And it’s right in 
front of them. | think that it’s really 
fun thing to do.” 

While the band’s philosophy and 
how it makes music are easy to pin 
down, those heavier questions are 
harder to answer. But at the end of it 
all, after delving into music’s emo- 
tional and physical release, Watson 
figures that it’s not worth figuring out 
what makes music so universal. 

“I feel shy sometimes, because you 
answer these big, heavy questions 
and you don’t really know if they're 
right or wrong, and you try your best,” 
he says. “But it's kind of weird 
answering these questions. I find that 
after the interview, I'm always, like, 
‘Fuck I can’t believe | just said that.’ | 
mean, you have these theories, and 
then your theories change all the 
time. But on paper, they're there. And 
then six months later, people ask you 
about the theory. You know what I 
mean? It’s strange, already. It’s quite a 
funny thing having big theories.” 

I'll drink to that. 
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Grady downs A Cup of Cold Poison 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vuoweekly.com 


hen Gordie Johnson dis- 
banded Big Sugar and 
headed down to Texas, he 


turned up the volume, cranked the 
distortion and put together Grady, a 
trio that, while founded on the same 
old-time blues that Big Sugar was, is 
considerably more metal than John- 
son's previous band. In Grady’s early 
days, the drums were beaten thor- 
oughly by the hands of one Chris Lay- 
ton, formerly of Stevie Ray Vaughan 
and Double Trouble. Layton left the 
band after one album and Billy Mad- 
dox joined for the latest release, A Cup 
of Cold Poison. Sadly, Maddox suffered 
a mild stroke and had to bow out of 
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PREVUE 


and I'm like, ‘What in the hell is goin 


on here? Who are you and why 
you looking for?’ She says, ‘I’m hy 
to audition for Grady.’ Well, | do, 
care who you are‘or what you ar 
you can play, so set up your stuff 
“Man, she just embarrassed ev 

body who showed up,” he contin: 
laughing loudly. “She was just so « 


the group just before Grady took to 
the road in support of the record. 

“We auditioned a bunch of people 
and it was a little bit depressing,” 
Johnson drawls over the phone from 
Texas, recalling how the band found 
new drummer Nina Singh. “We had 
some really good guys come out and 


mind that she weighed about 90 poun 
soaking wet. She’s less than ha 


out—you could put three of her in or 


WUEWEEKLY 





46 SWEEKLY NOV 29-DEC5, 2007 


MUSIC 


vibe from it. And 1 swear to God, ina 


and so connected to the music, never 


size of some the guys who came to tn 
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A 9 drumming gave 
in sound from its 
\, the addition of 


nothing extreme— 
| and aggressive, with 
ven slide guitar turn- 
into an apocalyptic 
band has adjusted to 
like approach. 
heavy, but at the 
it’s got a lot of adrenalin 
on considers. “It’s ener- 
5 not like truck-stop cof- 
tic. It’s not like the kind of 
wish you could just burn 
€ it’s making you a nerv- 
. It’s not like math-metal 
energy. It’s more like a 
ig punk rock energy that she 
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Jeing the vocalist in 
ht as well be aname 
explains, speak- 
and’s singer, Andrew 
hot entirely sure 
means though. 
{ dunno—it sounds 


















med band is now throwing 

party at Riverdale Hall 
be releasing the debut 
ie new name. As members 
Peter Sagar discuss this 
, they overlap each other 
ds are known to do when 
ely explaining something 

















CD} was, like, 12 songs, 
ike 10 minutes long,” Meen 
rts. “Like a little EP kinda thing that 
we made ourselves.” 
“It was a listen—we did a fairly 
nice job of packaging it and stuff,” 
Sagar adds. 
In typical punk rock fashion, the 
Facehitters’ next disc will be made 
quickly. “We're supposed to release 
another one on Friday, and we haven't 
made it yet,” Meen laughs. 
“But we're gonna do it,” Sagar adds 




























ih, in a week,” they agree. 

ie funny, cause we were like, 
‘Yeah, we need a CD release show,’ 
and then we haven't made one yet,” 
says Sagar. 
“Well, | told him it was a CD re- 
felease, so it'll be what's expected,” 
Meen cuts in again. 
Sagar and Meen think of the 
Facehitters as their “fun” band. They 
approach it differently than they did 
s they've been in—the 












adds, “the first 
re our first show, 
songs in three days. 
the first songs we 
a it started.” 
















ads Sagar, “and make 
se.""'v 








REVUE / WED, NOV 1 / STARS / EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Sorry, all you vegans— 
the main course served at the Stars concert last week was ham, with a side of cheese. 
While I'll be the first to admit Torquil Campbell and friends walked a very fine line 
between exquisite, passionate pop and corny, over-the-top schmaltz, I'd be lying if | 
didn’t say | ate up every knowing wink. With a show that featured bouquets of flowers 
for band members to throw into the crowd, and some sort of terribly campy space cos- 
tume donned by Torq with little sense of irony, the group gave us its shameless the- 
atrics without pretension. The romantic who hides in all of us was richer for it. —JOEL 
KELLY / joel@vueweekly.com 
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‘NEW SOUNDS 


TENDER FOREVER 
WIDER 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
Melanie Valera, the woman behind 
the solo act Tender Forever, is devas- 
tatingly cute. Imagine if, in the final 
“scene of Before Sunset, Julie Delpy 
pulled out a laptop and some delay 
pedals and started howling like a wolf 
. and you've got some idea of the level 
of sheer cute on display here 
There's more to that observation 
than reveling in a crush, though: Valera 
is cute, but she’s not sexy. A decent 
summation of the differences between 
indie and rock or hip-hop, the two 
other dominant forms in pop music 
today, is that rockers want to fuck you, 
while indie kids just want to hold your 
hand. Tender Forever is pretty undeni- 
ably indie—Wider is, after all, being 
weleased on K Records, whose candy- 
throwing founder Calvin Johnson is as 
responsible as anyone for the perma- 
nent childhood realm of indie—and 
Valera explores a lot of that hand-hold- 
ing sexuality throughout the album. 
“When you talk about sex you don’t 
talk about love / It’s like saying that 
pigeons are nicer than doves / It’s a 
lie,” Valera fairly straightforwardly lays 
out over fuzz and drums on “Doves vs 


CARADA 


Pigeons,” before sweetly complaining 
“Look at what you've done to me / We 
make love almost every day” on “How 
Many.” The fact that line is wrapped up 
with “Nothing can get real sad / I’ve 
never felt real bad” segues nicely into 
another indie trope, preferring feeling 
dissatisfied (you almost have to won- 
der how much the aversion to sex is 
just willfully creating sexual dissatis- 
faction, but that's probably a topic for 
another day). 

“Heartbroken Forever” is maybe the 
best example of this on Wider: a 


-melancholy xylophone and a drum 


machine square while off while Valera 
revels in heartbreak, all the while 
assuring her obviously disappointed 
lover that there’s “no secrets, no pop 
songs, no raindrops, no tears” like 
someone who's had this conversation 
far too many times. Not everyone 
deals with unfulfilled desire quite so 
well as indie songwriters, it seems. 
Still, for as many indie tropes as we 
can pull out of Valera’s songwriting, she 
strains at the confines as well, both the- 
matically and musically. On the album 
opener (and best song) “Tiny Heart and 
Clever Hand” she openly wishes her 
lover was a wolf—sometimes, at least— 
rejecting the titular attributes for some- 
thing not only more menacing, but more 
importantly with bigger, more definite 
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emotions; enough of smirks and frowns, 
Valera wants laughter and tears. 

It’s more obvious—and, occasional- 
ly, much worse—when Valera incor- 
porates some big, ugly American pop 
hooks with her more quiet laptop 
moments. “In the Backyard” is the 
worst example of this, thoroughly 
infused with the overproduction of 
Top 40 R&B; on the flip side, the 
aforementioned "Too Many” manages 
to blend that R&B flavour with 
Valera’s more twee leanings in such a 
way that it sounds like a perfectly nat- 
ural, welcome step in both genres. 

Overall it’s a little too mired in its 
tropes to be anything too spectacular, 
but if you're looking for an album to 
hold someone's hand to, you could do 
far worse. 
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IMANI COPPOLA 
THE BLACK & WHITE 
IPECAC 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 
There is so much talent apparent on 
New York's Imani Coppola’s eighth 
album that it’s nearly mind-boggling 
that as a unit, the record has hard time 
finding its groove. She plays with pop, 
hip hop, R&B and punk with such dex- 
terity, and a majority of the tracks can 
stand solidly alone. “John Lennon is a 
Trademark of Yoko Ono" is wonderfully 
hilarious, as is her take on sex-you-up 
R&B in “Keys 2 Your Ass.” But there is 
just so little tying each of the tracks 
together that it isn’t album that you'll 
sit down and listen to in its entirety. 


THE EVAPORATORS 
Fil JACK AND OTHER TALES 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

Leave it to Nardwuar's Evaporators to. 
deliver on pop-punk the way it ought to 
be. Irreverent and full of joy, the Evapo- 
rators delivers 14 bopping tracks—and 
a hilariously unflattering interview that 
Nard conducted with Courtney Love to 
cap the whole thing off—that will turn 
your lamest party into something akin 
to giggling anarchy. The coolest track is 
the title track, “Gassy Jack,” about a 
Vancouver pioneer who got his nick- 
name from his ability to talk, not pass 
wind. Interspersed with this Canadian 
history lesson is the quintessentially 
Vancouver—especially as the Olympic 
Games threaten to devastate the city— 
rallying cry “Social housing for the 
needy / Not lofts for the greedy,” but 
delivered in such a liltingly rhythmic 
way that you quickly forget that you're 
learning something and being political- 
ly informed. 


DAVE GAHAN 
lite 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
There’s something sad about hearing 
a 40-odd-year-old bemoan his teens 


ist= 


recordsaécds 


as the best years of his life. 1 get }),, 
same feeling hearing Dave Gahan ,, 
Depeche Mode) do the same thins h 
was doing 20 years ago. Hourglas 
totally sound—from the lyrics to ;; 
‘80s electro-pop vibe to the prod 
tion—but there’s so little heart he, 
“Deeper and Deeper” and "Use \,,, 
Stand out somewhat, but if you ne, 
to hear Gahan contemplate his 
and religion, you'd do better to I 
up something from DM's ‘80s ¢ 
logue, say Music for the Mass. 
Some Great Reward. 


TOOTS AND THE MAYTALS 
LIGHT YOUR LIGHT 
FANTASY 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
It’s been a full 45 years since Too; 
(Frederick Hibbert) hit the rego, 
scene, and his voice is still smooth a; 
~silk, his lyrics still astute. In the face 
of such royalty, it is with a degree 0 
sadness that I say that Light Your Liv} 
could be so much more. Maybe it wa 
the album’s blasé barroom blu 
opener “Johnny Coolman” that lef 
weird taste in my mouth, because i} 
rest of the album isn’t bad at all. Thy 
production, however, has wrung ou) 
much of the record’s life. And that 
sucks, because for a band that h 
been covered by everyone from t! 
Clash to Sublime to Amy Winehous 
you might expect more than a fe\, 
magical moments. 


NOW AND THEN: THE AOB ROCK ALBUM 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
INDEPENDENT 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

Has high school changed so much 
since I graduated that rock ‘n’ roll i 
considered as integral to music edu 
cation as the jazz band is? Are band 
geeks becoming an endangered 
species? Austin O’Brien High Schoo! * 
has put out an album full of popular 
songs—and not any bullshit “Beat 
Medley for Concert Band” pop song 
either—and the concept is blowing m 
mind. Expectedly, because it’s a con 
pilation, the album itself is a bit hil 
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‘epeH MUNRO / edan@vueweekly.com 
“Mey, yeah! Let me fucking hear you! 
Hey, yeah! A little bit louder!” Ah, the 
jive album. An artifact that captures 
the energy and spontaneity of a live 
{ performance. Well, sort of. In Rob 
' Zombie's case, this album appears to 

a well-rehearsed performance 
that verges on becoming something 
different from his studio work, but 
which ultimately suffers from too 
much stiffness. The band is top notch, 
with former Rob Halford/David Lee 
Roth/Marilyn Manson guitarist John 5 
offering just about the best musical 
counterpoint that Zombie has had yet. 
The guitar is edgy and tough, and just 
a little bit reckless, as evidenced by 
tracks like “Living Dead Girl” and 
“Dead Girl Superstar’—hmm, could be 
a pattern there—but in the end, the 
excessive use of samples forces the 
band to contain itself where they 
might better be left to run free. The 
horror movie clips work fine with 
Zombie's studio work, but including 
them here forces the music into a nar- 
row place of confinement. 


GOV'T MULE 
10/31/2007. 
MULE TRACKS 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

Gov't Mule has embraced fan record- 
ings of its live shows for years, and 
for its last few tours the band has 
been releasing every show for sale on 
its website. The recordings are rough 
mixes that capture the musicians 
along with just the right amount of 
crowd noise to make it sound like a 
live recording rather than something 
recorded straight off the soundboard. 
Now, there are a lot of Gov't Mule 
shows available, but to its credit, the 
band puts considerable effort into 
keeping the shows fresh; if they did- 
n't, there would be little point in 
hearing more than a few shows, 
unless you're a hardcore fan of the 
lengthy improvisations that gui- 
tarist/vocalist Warren Haynes rou- 
tinely leads his crew on. So, what's so 
special about this particular show? 
Well, beyond a seriously cool reggae 
version of the Rolling Stones’ “Play 
With Fire,” this was a Halloween per- 
formance and the Mule got right into 
the spirit, dedicating the second set of 
a three-set-night to covering Led Zep- 
pelin’s Houses of the Holy from begin- 
ning to end. It’s not always 
successful—"The Rain Song’ falls a 
little flat—but it often is: "The Song 
Remains the Same” and “No Quarter’ 
both stand out. It helps, too, that this 
is a band that rarely holds back live, 
stretching out whenever possible. You 
can hear the band having fun on the 
Zeppelin covers, and that carries 
through to it’s own songs as well. v 


The show is over and it’s not 
even two minutes to midnight 


<2 ENTER SANDOR 


STEVEN SANDOR 
= | steven@weweekly.com 


I'm still getting used to the idea of filing 
out of a rock show before the little hand 
on the clock hits 11. As someone-who 
has seen thousands of rock shows, | 
was pretty used to a lifestyle that would 
see me show up to a club a little before 
midnight knowing that | wasn't going to 
miss any of the headliner's show, but 
times are changing fast—concertgoers 
are getting older and drinking less than 
we used to. We're aware that going to 
work in the morning after a Tuesday 
night show is tough. 

And club owners are changing with 
the times. Before leaving the Side- 
track Café, promoter Brent Oliver 
toyed with the idea of moving to earli- 
er set times. And, here in Toronto, the 
Practice is pretty much commonplace. 

Last weekend, | saw Spiritualized 
play a licensed show at the Phoenix, 
one of the Big Smoke’s best-known 
clubs. It was an awesome Saturday 
night, with Jason Pierce playing 
acoustic versions of his space rock 
backed by a choral trio, an electric 
piano and four string players. The door 
time for the show—and, again, this 
was a licensed event, not an all-ages 
show—was 7 pm. At about 9:15 pm, as 
Spiritualized was in the middle of 
“Ladies and Gentlemen, We Are Float- 
ing in Space,” which the band turned 
into a medley with the Elvis Presley 
classic “Can't Help Falling in Love With 
You,” | saw a DJ and his entourage 
moving to the booth at stage left. At 
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Trying to resist 
A joke about the Ohm sign ... 
Get it? Resist? Ha! 


ES 
AMODERN WAY OF LIVING WITH THE 


TRUTH 

SEVEN ELEVEN 

They're the kind of band 

That makes the Bear shoot its wad 
Good? Bad? You decide ... 


SCARS OF THE ART 

INDEPENDENT 

Nothing scarier 

Than French death metal; they take 
This shit to heart, man 


GROOVE ARMADA 
GREATEST HITS 
SONY/BMG 

So vapid, corny, 


That even elevators 
Can't help but feel shame 


the Phoenix did not want to tum over its 


9:45 pm, Spiritualized was done and the 
fans were filing out the doors. 
Meanwhile, the DJs were preparing 
for their club night. In a world where 
liquor sales are key to a night's success, 


facility for a full Saturday night. It did 
not want to kill the regular dance-club 
Saturday—and its resulting booze 
sales—for a show. So, the early show 
allows the rock show to go on and still 
allow plenty of time for dancing. 

It's a simple formula, really. Club 
shows are driven by liquor sales. Bar 
owners count on the fact that people 
coming to a show are going to spend 
money on beer and liquor. But, it's a 
feality that less and less liquor sales 
are being realized at shows. Hey, 
straightedge bands may have a great 
message, but they aren't going to 
make a lot of bar owners happy. Sure- 
ly, a lot of dance nights will do better 
in per-cap sales than a show. 

The average age of concertgoers is 
going up, too. | am on the wrong side of 
35, and | still see a lot of people my age 
at shows. Unlike the generations before 
us, we don’t give up going to rock 
shows by age 30. But, we have respon- 
sibilities, and we don’t drink like we 
used to when we were in our early 20s. 

And because my example is becom- 
ing more and more the norm, club own- 
ers realize that shows aren't going to 
make the kind of liquor money they 
used to. So, earlier nights make sense. 
Why stay up late if it isn’t going to be 
profitable? w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


THOUSAND FOOT KRUTCH 

THE FLAME IN ALL OF US 
TOOTH & NAIL 

It's rare that | want 

To reach into a CD 

And punch someone's face 


ENDEVERAFTER 
KISS OF KILL . 


RAZOR & TIE 

Surprisingly good 

Cock rock imitation from 
Four raging pussies 


KILLERS 

SAWDUST 

ISLAND 

The guy in this band 

That wears a vest with no shirt 
Is fucking awesome 


Cie VULTURE 
MERCURY 


Safe, radio rock 
ls always made nowadays 
By giant douchelords 


NORDIC NOMADIC 

NORDIC NOMADIC 

BLUE FOG 

Cold, distant, painful ; 
Like breaking up with some chick 
Via an email 





recording artists from montreal 


MEMBERS OF OF ARCADE FIRE & BELL ORCHESTRE 


TUESDAY DEC 4 
VELVET UNDERGROUND 


VeBw VY S&T 
TICKETS AT BLACKBYRD, aT NASER 
10030 - 102st ecimonton ab www.starliteroom.ca 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING NOV 29, 2007 
1. Corb Lund - Horse Soldier! Horse Soldier! (stony plain) 
2. Robert Plant & Alison Krauss — Raising Sound (rounder) 
3. Iron & Wine - The Shepherds Dog (sub pop) 
4. Sam Baker — Pretty World (sam baker) 
5 Neil Young- Chrome Dreams 2 (reprise) 
_ 6. Bruce Springsteen - Magic (columbia) 


7. Mary Gauthier - Between Daylight And Dark (lost highway) 
& Compadres - Buddy Where You Been? (compadres) 


9. Ween - La Cucaracha (chocodog) 


10. The Weakerthans — Reunion Tour (anti) 


11.Sigur Ros — Hvart (xi) 
12. MLA. - Kala (x!) 


13.Stars - In Our Bedroom After The War (arts & crafts) 
14.Steve Earle - Washington Square Serenade (new west) 


15.The Sadies —- New Seasons (outside) 


16.Samantha Schultz - Both Sides (samantha schultz) 


17. Buck 65 — Situation (wamer) 


18. Mark Knopfler — Kill To Get Crimson (mercury) 

19. Chip Taylor & Carrie Rodriguez —Live From The Ruhr Triennale (trainwreck) 
20.Eddie Vedder — Into The Wild (| records) 

21.Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings - 100 Days 100 Nights (daptone) 

22. Dion - Son Of Skip James (the orchard) 

23. Bettye LaVette — The Scene Of The Crime (anti) 

24, Pinback — Autumn Of The Seraphs (touch & go) 

25.Cuff The Duke — Sidelines Of The City (hardwood) 

26. New Pornographers - Challengers (last gang) 

27.Shuyler Jansen - Today's Remains (black hen) 


28. O.S.T.- I'm Not There (columbia) 


29. High On Fire — Death Is This Communion (relapse) 
30. Underworld — Oblivion With Bells (side one) 


STUART MCLEAN 


AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE 


FROM THE VINYL CAFE 


The eighth collection of Vinyl 
Cafe stories, An Important 
Message From The Vinyl 
Cafe collects over 148 
minutes of thoughtful, 
touching, and side-splitting 
stories each previously 
unreleased on this 2CD set. 


Make SURE TO FRIEND US at MYSPACE.COM/MEGATUNESEDMONTON 
10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APA 19) 

How much more can you hold? How much 
further are you willing to reach? How 
much bigger of a big picture can you open 
your mind to see? We will soon discover 
the answers to those questions, as well 
as several others that have to do with the 
themes of unbinding, emancipation and 
the loss of inhibition. Judging from my 
reading of the astrological omens, I'd say 
the prospects are high for you to achieve 
a record-breaking state of relaxed and 
curious expansiveness. 


TAURUS (APA 20- MAY 20) 

Explore the off-limits area of your imagi- 
nation, Taurus. |'m talking about that 
barely conscious part of your psyche 
where taboo fantasies and unruly notions 
have been steadily growing in the dark, 
accumulating the dark luminosity that all 
secret things do. If you consort with them 
now, you'll be just in time to prevent 
them from becoming monstrous and reel- 
ing out of control. Even better, you'll have 
a good chance of shaping them into 
resources that will serve you well. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

| recommend that you read one of those 
ground-level books on intimacy skills, like 
Relationships for Dummies or The Complete 
Idjots Guide to Romance. \t's not that you 
are any dumber about these matters than 
the rest of us; it’s just that this is a 
favourable time for you to work harder than 
usual on boosting your Love 10. Remedial 
efforts taken now will generate assistance 
and inspiration from unexpected sources. 
For best results, | suggest you consider 
keeping a journal about the lessons you'll be 
asked to master. Entitle it something like 
“How I'm Becoming as Smart about Love as 
| Am About Everything Else in My Life.” 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

During the heyday of samurai culture, the 
Japanese word tsuji-giri meant “to try out a 
new sword on a passer-by.” After analyzing 
your astrological omens, Cancerian, I’m 
appealing to you not to commit the 
metaphorical equivalent of that in the com- 
ing week. Here's what | mean: you've got 
good reasons to use the metaphorical equiv- 
alent of a new sword, and you will wreak 
some constructive havoc if you direct your 
warrior attitude at the right targets. But if, 
on the other hand, you carelessly slice and 
dice passers-by and other innocents who 
don’t deserve it, you'll waste that valuable 
resource and won't correct the problems 
that have piqued your sense of injustice. 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 


“When love is not madness, it is not 


love,” said Spanish dramatist Pedro 
Calderon de la Barca. But according to my 
analysis of the astrological omens, you 
will dramatically disprove that notion in 
the coming weeks, Leo. In fact, I'm bet- 
ting that love will make you stark, raving 
sane. It will calm you down, heal a 
wound or two, improve your eyesight, 
help you understand yourself better, 
improve your digestion, and stimulate you 
to become you more tolerant and forgiv- 
ing towards the entire world. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

First let me make it clear that I'm not pre- 
dicting you will face difficult events in the 
coming days. Not at all. Second, I'm not say- 
ing you will have to endure more pain than 
usual. Third, | believe your suffering will be 
about average—similar to what normal 
people bear in normal times. Having said all 
that, though, | encourage you to be aggres- 
sively exploratory toward the pain you feel. 
Have long talks with your murky fears. Gaze 
bravely into the parts of your life that make 
you sad. Why? Because it's a favourable 
time to search for treasure that’s buried in 
the shadows—to enhance your psychologi- 
cal health by dealing with what's not so 
healthy. Recall Carl Jung's wise words: “The 
foundation of all mental illness is an unwill- 
ingness to experience legitimate suffering.” 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

Some years ago, in an advertisement 
designed to attract Spanish-speaking fly- 
ers, US-based Braniff Airlines bragged 
about its leather seats with the phrase 
“viajar en cuero.” But that phrase actually 
means “to travel stark naked,” not “to 
travel on leather.” The marketing depart- 
ment goofed. One of your main goals in 
the coming week, Libra, should be to pre- 
vent comparable outbreaks of the “lost in 
translation” syndrome. In fact, | urge you 
to act as an interpreter in situations 
where different worlds overlap. Be sure, 
for example, that extroverts and intro- 
verts understand each other. Facilitate the 
communication between cynics and opti- 
mists, morning people and night owls, 
caffeine addicts and pot heads, dreamers 
and realists. Be especially alert for mis- 
understandings that may arise during 
interactions between the right and left 
sides of your own brain. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV21) 

Are you ready for your next big initiation? 
Probably not, but that's OK. Your upgrade 
to the next level should go fine, even if 
you wobble and sputter for a while before 
and after. Just to let you know, there may 
be no single striking event to dramatize it 
for you. It could arrive almost secretly in a 
roller coaster dream, or announce itself 
with a warm rush of unfamiliar emotion 
while you're in the middle of lunch. But 
however it insinuates its way into your 
awareness, Scorpio, it will open you to 
the possibility of seeing things that have 


‘been invisible to you before now. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

“| need a strategy for bringing constr, { 
change into my life on an ongoing basi; 
Sagittarian reader named Ursula Wrote t; 
me. “l want to figure out how to arrange 

a never-ending series of gentle wa, 
calls. When that happens, | will have Ir 
tered the sinewy magic of being permanen 
ly unstuck. | will have made it a habit to 5, 
highly alert and wildly responsive jn ») 
most relaxed ways possible. The world \ 
look completely different to me then; rea) 
itself will have mutated. | won't cling to jr. 
scraps of hope that make me feel secy,. 
but will instead be on the prow! for frac: 
challenges that constantly expand my |oys 
for life.” Ursula’s longing is a brilliant articy 
lation of what | think all of you Sagittari 
should quest for in the coming weeks 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

| think it's a good idea for you to give yy) 
mediocre pleasures that drain your er; 
gy and diminish your intelligence. | aj: 
wish you would sacrifice irrelevant (4 
tasies and deluded hopes that lead yq) 
away from your riveting dreams. Op :| 
other hand, | will rejoice if you comm 
yourself twice as intensely to the robvs; 
pleasures that refine your energy and 
boost your intelligence. And | will love i 
if you take three practical actions { 
supercharge one of your riveting dreams 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

What if | told you there will be 13 militantly 
helpful angels in gossamer armour stand 

ing guard around your bed every night 

fighting off nightmares and ensuring that 
your dreams are blessed with floods of 
sublimely practical revelations? Would you 
regard what | said as a poetic metaphor, as 
the hyperbolic fantasy of a kooky astrology 
writer? Or is there a chance you'd take me 
literally? That you'd consider my vision to 
be the prophetic truth about an actual 
event? If it’s the latter, then | urge you to be 
aggressive about asking the angels for the 
very best mojo they can muster. This is on 

time when you have license to be greedy 
about tapping into the primal power of 
supernatural goodness. 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 

This would be a good week for you to tell 
people's fortunes at parties and help the 
police solve crimes with your clairvoyan 
abilities and read the minds of those yot 
love in order to communicate with them 
better. What? You say you don't have any 
psychic powers? That's a dirty lie! You 
most certainly do. It may be true that you 
culture has brainwashed you into denying 
and suppressing them. But | assure you 
that they are lying there half-dormani, 
just waiting for you to believe in them 
and use them for everyone's benefit. And 
this is an ideal time, astrologically speak- 
ing, for you to do just that. w 
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7 TIOMAL EDMONTON Various venues 
Write for Rights!: A global write-a-thon to make 
rights at Second Cup, 11802 Jasper 
d Cup, 1236-102 Ave (118m-3pm), 
-Spm) * Sun, Dec 9 
‘MacEwan's Centre for the 
cians of all lavels to play a variety 
Wed (7:30-9:30pm) 


STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside Presbyterian 
ant. N. door, 6 Bernard Dr, Bishop St, Sir 


ston Churchill Ave, St. Albert * For adult children of alco- 
an us | families * Maet each Mon including 


fe (CENTRE 11205-101 St 
all: Mon (5-7pm) * Healing Circle; Mon 
a Mon/Thu (7-Spm), Tue (5-7pm) * Volleyball; 
Tue (6-8pm) * Sewing Circle; Tue (6-8pm) * Beadwork Class; 
pm) = CN.FC. Pow-wow, Wed (6-3pm) * Hip-Hop 
Class; every Thu (S-7pm) * Cree Class: Thu (6-8pm) * Elders 
‘and Residency, Fri (all day) * Safe Using and Harm Reduction; 
Jast Fri each month {11am-1Zpm) * Tobacco Reduction; every 
Fri(1-2am) * Drop-in Night; Fri (6-8pm) 
FOOD SECURITY FORUM Mill Creek Community Services 
Office; 2nd Floor, Bonnie Doon Mall (495-4875) « Hosted by the 
City of Esimonton and AB CEDNet Co-op, featuring speaker 
Susan Roberts * Dec. 5{noon-4pm) * Free, pre-register 


HIV EDMONTON/AIDS AWARENESS WEEK * The ARTery, 
9535 Jasper Ave; Global community discussion with Change for 
Children, Lynn Sutankayo, Pieter de Vos's photo series AIDS in 
Two Cities will be on display; Thu, Nov. 29 {5:30-8pm); free 
Riice Lobby Citadel Theatre; Annual AIDS Vigil; Sat, Dec. 1 (5pm) 


ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale School, 6415- 
106 St (469-9776/452-6224) www.imagesab.ca * Meets the 
2nd and 4th Thu (8pm) each month featuring presentations, 
speakers. workshops, outings. Photographers of all levels are 





welcome: 


LUNCH BY THE BOOKS: CHILDREN AND THE WORLD 
WIDE WEB Stanley A Milner Library, 7 Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq * Connie Vamhagen will discuss the latest research on chil- 
tiren’s Use of the Web and the tools and training being devel- 
oped to help children stay safe * Dec. 6 (12-1pm) * Free 


MEDITATION * Gaden Samtoa Ling Tibetan Buddhist 
Meditation Society; 11403-101 St. 

\www gadensamtenting.org (479-0014) by Kushok Lobsang 
Dhamchoe; baginner Tue (7pm); intermediate Wed (7pm); 
advanoad Sun {1 1am-1pm) * Brohme Kamaris World 
Spiritual Organization, 203-10132-105 St (425-1050) 
pine di Yoga Meditation * Tranquility 
Meditation Tibetan Tradition (0502-70 Ave (633-6157) 
Wwwwikarmatashiling.org; Beginners welcome, instruction 
available; Wed (7pm); free 


Fe nee Naked Citar Café, 





PARENT TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton 
offers support groups and workshops for parents at various 
Phere ood pS for pa 
INTEREST ALBERTA ATA Bida, Bamett House, 
1010-142 St * Holiday Season Open House 
Opm) * Free, pre-register at 420-0471 
| MUSEUM: CELEBRATING 40 YEARS 
im.ca * Open house: Dac. 7-8 (10am- 
Night 2t the Museum in the Museum 
* Snowshoe tours: Dec. 8- 


ananh a ata Dec. 8-9 (11:30am: 
‘cel ions: Ui > 

P THE TAR 1123-77 Ave (504-5601) « A 
pa group of citizens in ending the 
‘Wed, Dec. 5 (7:30pm) 


‘SUGAR SWING DANCE CLUB Orange Hall, 10335-84 Ave 
br tae Jitterug Jive Swing Dance * Dac. 1 (8pm-1am) 


‘Steeps Tea Lounge, 11116-82 Ave 
What @ Way to Go * Dec. 4 (7pm) 


Public 


Auditorium Fo 
+ Fn Dee.7( 








‘St, North door (1-866-624-9764) * Support mestings 
adults and parents of TS kids © im Wat Ootdune Gent 


WHAT A WAY TO GO: LIFE AT THE END OF EMPIRE Nakex 
Cyber Café, 10354 Jasper Ave (434-9736) . 
Sat De. Bin)» $Bidonsiony nn oomertany 


WOMEN IM BLACK in front ofthe Od Strathcona Farmers’ 
Market * Silent vigil the Ist and rs Sat (10-11am) each month 
stand in silence for a world without violence : 


AABAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus 5 
Seecitweseinsditnanidinetespen ete 
Dr, Andre Grace (andre. qrace@ualberta,ca) for info 


BOOTS AND SADDLFS 10242-108 $1 (423-5014 : 
emit pool ables restarant shite Mesteos ks 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) « 0; 
nightly Spm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun: Rotating drag =a 
with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust Lounge and 
GoDiva and Donnatella NEI in The GoDonna Show, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip contest with Mia 
Fellow, midnight, DJ jaddy * Tue: Free pool 
and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed Hump day with DJ 
Sexooy Sean ¢ Thu: Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, 
midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: We made ‘em 
famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no 
cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for men only, free pool 
‘and toumey, DJ Arrowehaser 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT © A mature social group, couples 
and singles welcome * E-mail ace 
edmontonmusicnight@hotmail.com for more info 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 St * A group of older gay men and their 
admirers who have common social interests meet the 2nd Sun 
(2:30pm) of most months for a social period, a short meeting and 
@ guest speaker, discussion panel or a potluck supper. Special 
interest groups meet for other social activities throughout the 
month. email edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, 

Www. primetimersww.org/edmonton 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
Wwww.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business mixer: 
Network and share contacts in the GLBT business community 
* 2nd Wed each month 


‘GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamedmonton.ca * 
Women’s Drop-In Recreational Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 
10227-118 St (465-3620); Wed (6-7:30pm) * Ballroom dancing; 
all genders; ballroom@teamedmonton.ca * Bootcamp; St 
Alphonsus, 11624-81 St; Mon (7-8pm); bootcamp@teamedmon- 
Ton.ca * Bowling: Gateway Lanes, 100 3414 Gateway Bld; Sat 
{5-7pm); bowling@teamedmonton.ca * Curling with Pride: 
Granite Curling Club, 8620-107 St: Mon (7:15pm) until Mar. 17, 
2008; curling@teamedmonton.ca * Outdoor Pursuits: 
Ski/Snowboard Trip to Banff and Lake Louise; Jan. 25-27; out- 
doorpursuits@teamedmonton.ca * Running; Sun, Tue, Thy; run 
ning@teamedmonton.ca * Swimming: NAIT pool, 11762-1065 St 
‘Tue (8-9pm), Thu (7:30-8:30pm); swimming@teamedmonton.ca * 
Volleyball; 101 Amiskiwacy Academy, Municipal Airport Terminal 
just off Kingsway; Wed recreational (8-10pm); 
fecvolleyball@teamedmonton.ca; Thu Intermediate; 
Volleyball@teamedmonton.ca * YOGA (Hatha): Free Lion's 
Breath Yoga: every Sun (2-3:30pm); yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact?@hivedmonton.com * 
Programs and support services for people affected and infect- 
ed by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, referrals, 
‘Support groups, harm reduction, education, advocacy and pub- 
lic awareness campaigns 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 10345-104 St (387-3343) « 
Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and supporters meet the 
‘2nd Thu of each month (8pm); 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer (LGBTQ) facul- 
fy, graduate student, academic, straight allies and support staff 
* 3¢d Thu each month (fallAwinter terms): Speakers Series. 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St 
\www.edmlivingpositive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) # 
Providing confidential peer support to people living with HIV « 
‘Tue (7-9pm): Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 8406 
Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) # Program 
for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduction in 
French, English and other African languages * 3rd and 4th 
Sat (Sam-5pm) each month Free (member)/$10 (member- 
ship) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 

www. geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged to 
participate, Socializing after practices * Every Tue. Thu 

PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave * Support meeting for par- 
ents, families and friends of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen- 
dered people * 1st Tue (7pm) each month * Information phone 
Ruby at 436-1998 after 6pm, or edmontonab@pflagcanada.ca 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488-3234) « 
Open: Mon-Thu ipm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm # Youth theatre project 
is developing a play to educate about and reduce homophobic 
bullying. It’s a way for GLBTO and straight identified youth to 
address the problem; no previous theatre experience needad. 
Meetings: Wed (7pm) at the Pride Centre, contact Emily 
(Emily@pridecentreafedmonton.org, 488-3234) for info « Bears 
Movie Night: Bears Club: last Sun each month (1-Spm, TV 
room) ® Trans Education/Support Group: Support and educa- 
tion for transsexual, transgendered, intersexed, two-spirited 
and questioning individuals; 1st, 3rd, last Sun (2-4pm) each 
month with Cody * Sunday Night Men's Discussion Group: 
Mens social and discussion group; Sun {7pm}; Rob Wells at 
robwells780@hotmail.com * Friends and Family Playgroup: 
‘2nd Sun (24pm) each month with Noelle, friendsandfamily- 
playgroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca * Monday Movie Night 
‘Movie nights with themed movies and discussion afterwards. 
Mon ® TTIQ Alliance: Support meeting for transgender, trans- 
sexual, intersex and questioning 2nd Tue each month; tliqual- 
liance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 * GLBT Seniors Drop-tn: Thu (2 
4pm) with Jeff Bovee. 488-3234 * Sick and tired of baing sick 
and tired? Cocaine Anonymous meeting; Thu 7-8pm; CA Hotline 
425-2715 © HiV Outreach: Drop-in circle every other Thu (7pm) 
‘* Youth Understanding Youth: Youth support and social group, 
Sat (7-9pm); yuy@shaw.ca; ‘www.membars.shaw.ca/yuy * Suit 
Up and Show Up-Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book Study; Sat 
(12-1); suitupshowup@hotmail.com * NDP LGBT Caucus: last 
Sun each month with Jay, 488-3234 


ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu, Sun Bpm- 
See rr get Bpn-tom; osed Man, Tue, Wed » Thu: Thursdays 
2re Gorgeous with Hostess Hootie McBoob, featuring Drag Kings 
and Queens, burlesque and amateur strip the last Thu each 
month © Fri: All Request Dance Party with DJ Jazzy rotating 








shows every week * Sat: Always like New Years Eve: with 
Den (eso) dowmatars and D3 Jazzy new music| pstas + 
Sun: Flashback Sundays: Featuring hostesses Miss Bianca and 


‘ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 1)526-75 Ave (435-1555) + 

oe of all sexual orientations are welcome. Sunday worship 
m 

‘SINGLE LESBIANS 49 PLUS * A woman's social 

‘rs once a montth on Sat for conversation over tea cera 

Information e-mail: singlewomen40plushotmail.com 

STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-9554) * Steam 

‘open daily (24hrs) S ag 

WOMONSPACE (780-482-1794) * A non-profit lesbian organi- 

zation, organized activities held monthily including ficanced non 

‘smoking dances, coffee houses, family events, games nights, 

golf tournaments and more ® www.gaycanada com/womon- 

‘Space, e-mail: womonspace@gmail.com 

WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) « Open Daity (noon) 

* Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick * Sat-Sun Poo! 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


ABORIGINAL ARTISTS’ NIGHT OF MUSIC Eva 0. Howard 
Theatre, Victoria School, 10210-108 Ave (420-1757) * Featuring 
Winston Wuttunee'(MC), Laura Vinson, WT Goodspirit [singer 
songwriter), Akina Shirt, Cory Poitras, The Goodtimers (band), 
and the Edmonton Metis Dancers * Sat, Dec. 8 (7pm) doors 
6pm * $20 at TIX on the Square 


BRIGHT LIGHTS—SPIRIT OF GIVING FUNDRAISER 112 Avo, 
65 St, www.ihuman.org * Silent auction to raise awareness 
‘end funds for ‘Human Edmonton * Until Dec. 15 


EXPOSURE-EDMONTON'S QUEER ARTS AND CULTURAL 
FESTIVAL Various events and venues; www.exposurefestival.ca 
* Edmonton's queer arts and culture festival * Until Dec. 1 


INTERNATIONAL DAY OF DISABLED PERSONS City Hall 
(496-5822) © Trade fair, art show entertainment and speaker 
Dr. Austin Mardon * Dec. 3 (10am-2pm) 


LOCUS SUSPECTUS Harcourt House, 10215-112 St * 

Launch of this magazine of art and culture—celebrating the its 
latest issue; Nature and Technology. Featuring DJ Gunshy * 
Thu, Nov. 29 (7pm) 


MINKHA WOMEN'S KNITTING COOPERATIVE OF BOLIVIA 
Windsor Park Community Hall, 11840-87 Ave (436-5732) 
Wwwwiminkhasweaters.com * Handknit Alpaca Sweater Sale 
and open house * Sat, Dec. 8 (Sam-4pm) 


RACE FOR DIGNITY www.valberta.ca/—dignitas * 12-hour 
team stationary bike-a-thon in support of Dignitas 
Intemational, fundraiser for AIDS treatment and prevention 
delivery in Africa * Sat, Dec. 1 (9am-3pm) 


ROUGE: A MASQUEERADE BALL Freemason’s Hall, 10318- 
100 Ave Part of Exposure-Edmonton’s Queer Arts and Cultural 
Festival #) Sat, Dec. 1 (8pm door) * $25 at TIX on the Square 


‘STUART McLEAN-A VINYL CAFE CHRISTMAS Jubilee 
Auditorium * Stuart McLean and the Vinyl Café * Sun, Dee. 9 
(3pm and 7:30pm) * $42.50-$47.50 at TicketMaster 
WELCOME TO THE LAND OF PERFECTION Vedic Centre, 
12840-57 St (902-9577/604-6897/913-4655) * An evening of 
African cuisine, Woezo Africa Music and Dance Theatre, 
Isokan Afrika!, and Salsadiction, an African fashion show, and 
DJ Bernard and guests * Fri, Nov. 30 (6pm cocktails, 7pm con- 
cert, Spm-midnight dance) * $35 (adult)/$25 (student) at TIX 


on the Square 
KARAOKE 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain Rd 
(484-7751) * Wed (Bpm-12am); Thu, Fri, Sat (9:30pm-1:30am): 
with Right Said Ed 

BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St Albert * Wed/Fri: Karaoke 
with Shelly 

CASTLEDOWW'S PUB 16753-100 St * Tue (Spm-tam): with 
Off-Key Entertainment 

CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd (472-7696) * 
‘Thu (10:30pm) * Wed: Name that Tune 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Tue (9:30pm): Gord's 
Best Live Singing Show 

HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) © Fri: Karaoke 
with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 

HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) « Fri (Bpm-mid- 
night): Hot Karaoke Productions 

LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd (431- 
5815) © Sun (8pm): With Evolution Entertainment 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) * Sat 
(10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) « Fri (Spm-lats) 
Karaoke with Chris 

M0.JO'S Bast Westem Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7888) * 
Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6109-90 Ave (490-1999) * Thu: Karaoke 


INIKITA’S 10162-1004 St (414-0606) * Karaoke Tue and Thu 
{7pm-12am) with Shelley 

O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) * Thu 
{Spm}; Name that Tune 

OM THE ROCKS 11740 Jaspar Avo (482-4767) * Karaoke Mon 
(8:30pm): with Wil Clark and Mr. Entertainment * Thu (9pm). 
Salsa Rocks 

ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) * Wed/Thu/Sun 
{9:30pm-2am): with TLC Entertainment 

OVERDRIVE PUB 6401-104 St (988-5457) 
© Sat (Spm): Karaoke hosted by Jenny Joy 

PEPPERS Westmount Centre, 114 St, 113 Ave (451-8022) * 

Thu (9:30pm-1:30am) with Gord from Stonerock 


ROSARIOS (1715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running 
Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 

ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604-101 St (423- 
3499} « Mon-Sat (9pm): Sun (7pm): with Ruth  Highstreet, 
10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) * Old Strathcona, 
10475-80 Ave (439-7211); Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) # 99 St, 63 
‘Ave; Thu-Sat (Spm-1am); with Off-Key Entertainment 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
13710-104 St /472-6336) © Tue, Fri-Sat (7pm-midnight); Sat- 
Sun (1-5pm) 

YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camogie Dr, St. Albert (459-0295) * 
Thu (9:30pm-2am}: with Off-Key Entertainment 


EVENTS 

















Queermonton has HIV’ 
65 | QUEERMONTON 


— | TED KERR 
ted@vueweekly.com 


Tue, Dec 1 is World AIDS Day, an oppor- 
tunity for people to unite their focus, 
hope and strength in an attempt to 
improve the lives of the estimated 33.2 
million people worldwide who are living 
with HIV, to ensure that everyone around 
the globe is receiving HIV/AIDS educa- 
tion and to support all those infected 
and affected by HIV/AIDS. It is also an 
opportunity to remind people to find out 
their own HIV status by getting tested 
and to reinforce the reality that there is 
no cure or vaccine for HIV/AIDS (but 
thanks to modern medicine there are 
drugs that prolong the lives of people 
who are HIV positive). 

For me World AIDS day is also a day 
to remember that while HIV/AIDS is a 
universal concern, we as a community 
Must not forget that it is also a relevant 
and uniquely gay issue. Many people, 
gay men included, attempt to de-gay 
HIV/AIDS. This creates a false sense of 
safety and a type of apathy that leads to 
misinformed choices and irreversible 
consequences. 

Statistics released in 2006 show that 
men who have sex with men (MSM)—a 
blanket term that includes gay men, 
bisexual men and men who engage in 
homo sex acts but do not identify as gay 
or bi—account for 51 per cent of new 
HIV infections in Canada, up from 45 per 
cent the previous year and compared to 
27 per cent of those who engage in 
hetro sex acts and 17 per cent of those 
who use drugs intravenously. While 
rates among intravenous drug users 
have gone down in the past four years, 
rates among MSM have gone up. Both 
are stigmatized groups 

Gay men are still living and dying 
with HIV. We are still infecting each 
other. In Alberta the numbers are going 
up, as are rates of the other Sexually 
Transmitted Infections (STIs). We are 
ignoring safer sex campaigns and we 
are still not receiving comprehensive, 
gay-friendly sex education in school. In 
many respects we are still stigmatized 
for being gay and we are still often 
choosing to have anonymous under- 
ground sex, not because it is hot but 
because of low self esteem and societal 
pressures that make us feel we have to 
in order to stay closeted. 

Pre-1982, before the term AIDS was 
created, HIV / AIDS was called the Gay 
Plague, the Gay Cancer and GRID (Gay- 
Related Immunodeficiency Disease) 
because it was thought to be primarily 


killing gay men. Friends, lovers, fuck 
buddies and brothers began dying in the 
gay meccas of the Castro in San Fransis- 
co and Greenwich in New York. Once 
enclaves of promiscuity and freedom, 
these homohoods became city blacks of 
ghosts and protests. In the beginning, 
long before Bono or Oprah, it was gay 
men, lesbians and allies that cared for 
the sick, educated the masses and 
helped prevent scores of others from 
becoming infected. No one else was 
doing the work. The mainstream media 
was afraid and politicians for the most 
part chose not to be proactive. 


EVEN IN OUR OWN CITY gay men were 
dying, sometimes in empty far-flung hos- 
pital rooms unattended by nurses that 
were too afraid to make contact. The 
Imperial Sovereign Court started raising 
money for what was then called the 
AIDS Network of Edmonton (now HIV 
Edmonton) and in its early years Loud 
and Queer was filled with pieces about 
loved ones passing away. 

Gone was the sense of utopia that 
Stonewall ‘69 had afforded the gay com- 
munity; in its place was fear and ques- 
tions. “What is killing us?” and “Why is 
no one doing anything about it?” quickly 
and necessarily evolved into “Where 
should we meet?” and “What can | do?” 
Drag queens added activism to their tal- 
ents and himbos became nurses. Bath- 
houses became political and condoms 
suddenly became something gay people 
had to deal with. 

HIV/AIDS made space and a reason 
for men to come out of the closet and 
taught us new ways to be intimate. It 
shone a light on systemic homophobia 
and created divisions within gay commu- 
nities. It added to the stigma of homo- 
sexuality and politicized as well as 
radicalized many gay men. Gay leaders“ 
emerged in the face of it and many gay 
artists found their voice because of it. It 
created allies and enemies within gov- 
ernments and global organizations. It 
inspired conversation and self-reflection 
about what is it to be gay and what it is 
to be alive. 

HIV has taken away countless lives 
and in their place left us imagining al! of 
the unknown creations, inventions, 
understandings, works of art, friendships 
and ways of being that they took with 
them. It has also hugely impacted gay 
sexuality and culture while leaving us 
with an opportunity to know ourselves 
better in its wake. 

HIV/AIDS is a gay issue. It is part of 
our queer history and how we continue 
to live and die with HIV/AIDS is part of 
queer legacy. vw 
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HELP WANTED 


KJ's required immed. (singing DJ's). 
Will train $20+ per hour, vehicle a must. 
239-7043 


APIRG is seeking a Chief Retuming Officer (CRO) for the 


2008 board elections. Dates of employment are Dec 6, 
2005 to Apr 1, 2008. A $1000 honorarium will be pro- 
vided. The CRO must be a U of A undergrad who has 
not opted out of the APIRG fee. Complete job descrip- 
tion at www.apirg.org. Submit letter of interest and 
resume to apirg@ualberta.ca by 5pm, Fri Nav 30 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 


ELOPE Musical Theatre: Open auditions for Baby, 


Info T; Heidi at 460-4310 or E: ahfheidi@telus.net 


—-<SICLASSIFIEDS === 


Awards nominations: to celebrate 


the creativity of Alberta youth, ages 13-19, the Grip X- 
is will showcase new and emerging talent 


in written and visual arts. Info at www.griponlife.ca. 
Deadline: Dec. 3 


” CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE Wr ASSICS ca Dias Jobs guar- 


anteed. 712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941. go public? If you have a unique style you want to get 


out please contact Steedy @ 297-0545. 


FRAMING 


MOVIE POSTER SHOF 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Blvd. 439-0408. 


undergoing many positive changes, and is seeking 
board members, marketing, front of house and man- 
te staff. Orientation presentations Tha, Nov. 
& Dec. 6, 7-Spm. 15120A Stony Plain Rd. Info: 
www.blackspotcafe.com 





Call for submissions: Main Stage pruction: 
Foate—Festival of This year, the festival's 
theme is the choreographic explorations of the 
human spirit. Feats wants to challenge BNE ICS 
phers to interact with this theme. Deadline: 

15. www.abdancealliance.ab.ca/feats/ 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percus- 
sion. Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors with music degrees, 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 


Call for submissions: Site-specific Performances 

Feats—Festival of Dance. Anywhere, Anytime, 
Anyplace—take your performance out of the studio. 
ine: Dec. 15. 
www.abdancealliance.ab.ca/feats/ 


Submissions for MLE Struck, 2008 at the 


Mate ite Many elon Perey at ota 
Info: Mary-Ellen Perley at 481-3716, 
ARTIST T0 ARTIST Taree eh sees 

pie ee Juried photography exhibition: Deadline: Feb. 4, 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 


Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 

* phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 

Placement will depend upon available space 


Dec. 14-16 at the Albert Avenue Community League 

(Lutz Board Room, east side entrance), 9210-118 Ave. 

For info: E: ELOPE_Edmonton@hotmail.com; T: Clyde 
Rigsby at 466-4248 


Caslling all artists 17-20 years old. Are you ready to 


Driven by music? Our not-for-profit music co-op is 


Drummer and percussionist required for studio ses- 


perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 


able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. Profiles seeks po from artists for ehibition 


during 2009. Deadline: Sat, Mar. 22, 


FUNDRAISING FOR 
GREENPEACE 


Public Outreach is looking for socially conscious individu- 
als to engage in fundraising on behalf of Greenpeace. We 
need canvassers to spread green awareness about protect- 
ing the planet's resources, to discuss pressing environmen- 
tal issues, and to ask people to join as monthly members. 
Door-to-door campaigning is a grassroots way of reaching 
Edmonton communities to speak out against environmental 
abuses. We are working for the greater good and offering 
paid outreach positions. 












$14/hr, guaranteed wage, no commission 
Contact Tristan at 


recruitment@publicoutreach.ca 


or phone 780-436-9896 
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| Deadline Tues at Noon * Print legibly on fines at right © Up to 45 Characters per line « Every letter, space or mark counts as one character © Allow one space following punctuation 



















CLASSIFIEDS 


2008 for exhibition: May 29-June 14, 2008 at TU _ Nl 757- 
Gallery Ph 421-1731 for info - a ee 
ArtsHab Studio Gallery 2008 Call to Enter: ; = 
Groupshows. Dea December 17. SERVICES 


Ph: Tim 423-2966 Pilgrims Hospice Helps Grieving Young Pan, 

weekly sessions, Families, schools and ago, 

413-9801 ext 309 to register/info www, 

MUSICIANS grimshospice.ca, j 

Singer looking to start cover band. ‘80s, ‘90s and clas- 
sic rock. Nevada 267-7464 


ic Education Program: §e,)3\ ;. 


SACE-Publ 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) prov 
sis intervention, information, counseling any 
education services. We van customize 3 pr cs 
tion to meet your needs. T: 423-4102/F- 49) >>, 
info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Ho), 
Line; 423-4121 


Musician looking to form a band, blues/rock. Please 
call Wayne between 6-8 pm Mon-Fri 963-6365 


Brooklyn Lounge is looking for local bands 
To ey Thursday nights and earn money 
r info, call Jordan @ 994 8172 or 
Email jordan@brooklynslounge.com 


Bass player wanted for Dead Man's Train, a new 
project by former front man of Disciples of Power, 
Heart Bechmier. Must be willing to relocate to 
Medicine Hat. +30. Call 403-504-5135. 


Teach English Oversea: 
sions. May include some live shows. Must be a quick » 
study and able to work in a variety of genre with TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Ciass o 


multiple artists. Ph: Folker @ 780-757-4928 or david- 


folker@msn.com Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
Rock band looking for smokin’ hot lead guitar player. FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 
Own equipment, transportation and good attitude a 10037B - 82 Ave. 
must. Call 998-0567 —_— Edmonton, AB T6E 122 
1-888-270-2941 


Drummer/percussionist for cover/original band. 
Hired gunns OK. Contact davidfolker@msn.com or 


globaitesol.com 


*Audio Engineering & Production 
*Film & Music Business 


*Film & Digital Arts 
*Broadcast Arts 
*3D Animation 
*Game Design 
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pacificav.com 


-Classes start soon 
-$cholarship$ 


- Student Loans Vancouver, BC 


Print your ad here... 


























Jamnewly married and J 

with my husband. A while ago, ! 
in om I'm really turned on 
by the thought of him rousing me out of 
sleep with sex. Months have passed since | 
told him my fantasy, and, thinking he just 
wase't interested, | recently asked him why 
he hadn't tried it yet. His response was “] 
have but every time | do, you mumble inco- 
herent stuff and roll over.” I'm really 
hummed that | don’t remember his 
advances, and even more bummed that my 
deep slumber is depriving me of potentially 
awesome sex! Is there anything | can do 
about this issue, or is this-a fantasy that 
must remain only in the mind? 
LOVE, SLEEPY 





SERVICES 


—S— 
Human Rights Facilitator Training / www.jhcen- 
tre.org. free 8 week training program presented by: 
The John Humphrey Centre for Peace & Human 
Rionts and the Human Rights City Project. Info: 
carrie, 453-2638 / E: carrie@jhcentre.org 


VOLUNTEER 


Little White Schoolhouse is turning 60 next year. If 
you're interested in being part of a volunteer group 
for the 60th anniversary please contact Debby 
Smethurst at 459-1194 





Literacy reading tutors needed to assist adults wit- 
disabilities learn basic reading and writing skills. 
Tutor training, materials and support provided. 
flex. hrs, 1-2hrs/wk, various locations. Erin 432- 
1137, ext. 357 
Seniors recreation activity aides needed to partici- 
pate with (crafts, scapbooking, bingo, baking, etc) 
with disabled female seniors in extended care NE 
Edmonton. On site support provided. Day/evening 
2 hrs/wk. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 
Walking coaches needed for a smail group of 
adults with developmental disabilities every 2nd 
Fr at Westmount Mall. Erin at 432-1137, ext. 357 


Ghost writer needed to help a brain injured woman 

to write her life story. Listening, writing and com- 

puter skills wanted, 2 hrs/wk for 4-6 months. Old 
Strathcona area. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 


Pilgrims Hospice seeks musical volunteers to lead 
siiig-a-longs and/or to perform for our very forgiv- 
ing day program clients. Tracy: 413-9801 





See your brain in action! Participate in research at 
UofA! Right-handed men, 18-50. Reimbursement 
provided Call 604-0048 
Research project at UofA seeks right-handed men 
18-50 suffering from SCHIZOPHRENIA. 
Reimbursement provided. Call 604-0048. 








Become a friend to a new Canadian and share a 
life-changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474- 
8554 





780-965-2377 





DEAR SLEEP: 

I'm not sure if it's actually my job to rate 
people's fantasies but, hey, what the 
heck—good fantasy. It just ever-so-gin- 
gerly starts to poke a toe into kinkier 
waters: uconsciousness, inability to give 
consent, a little bit of the wholesomer 
sort of necrophilia—good stuff!—and 
yet it’s very sweet, very harmless and 
very married. | give it a nine, and I'm 
sorry it’s been such a bust for you so far. 
Happily, though, you've hardly exhausted 
the possibilities. Give it here, let's see 
what we can do. 

Your poor sweet husband is doing the 
equivalent of the would-be dom or 
domme who, when the disappointed bot- 
tom complains, “You had me all tied up! 
You had a flogger! Why didn’t you whip 
me?” says, “Um, you said ‘Please 
don't!” That's why we have safe words, 
not so much so the top will stop as so 
that he will start. The main problem, 
obviously, is that you have not worked 





SEX TRADE WORKERS 
Mistress Personals 490-5299 


jistress Morganna ext. 5465 
mature busty fit 15 yrs. BDSM auntie/teacher 
scenerios, elaborate playroom, suspension, elec- 
trical CBT devices 
Diva Cane Ext 2263 young busty muscular B&D 
fetishes, sissy and slut training 





Abra...will blow you...away! 
40 yrs. 40 DD, fun & full figured 
Ph: 953 2613 
Uc: 7314185-001 
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UPS 


out with your husband what you mean 
by “rousing,” nor have you determined 
just how awake you have to be in order 
to for him to continue his ministrations 
If you're going to push it toward my 
(admittedly, liberally editorialized) ver- 
sion above, then you hardly need be con- 
scious at all. You've also apparently 
failed to give him explicit permission to 
wake you up, which was sort of the 
point, wasn’t it? Your husband is simply 
beiag too considerate, and if he’s to take 
the role of the sort of brute who would 
rouse a lady from her slumbers just to 
satisfy his base lusts, he'd better get 
with the program: either he wakes you 
or he.has his way with your somnolent 
self—either way, he has to press the 
issue, he can't just let you snore on! Talk 
about unclear on the concept. Apparent- 
ly he needs express permission to pester 
you, so grant it and go to bed. 

As | was answering this, something 
about it began to seem familiar and 


TAYLOR Leduc/Nisiaa 
28 yrs, old 36-26-36 
780-694-7801 
Flat rates per hour 


Monique, 32, French 
mysterious, amazing face and body, very busty. 
Y 413-0294 


Jackie James—Descrete and upscale 
Attractive petite brunette, MILF; 5ft - 90 Ibs; 
mature gentlemen only; Edmt southside; 
Ph: 780-887-4989 


GLIARANTEED! 


SIGN UP FOR FREE & Get LUCKY TONIGHT! 
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SEX SEARCH ALBERTA.COM 


i 10143-82 Ave _ Die 
- www.EUROSSAGEonWHYTE.com 





rey 
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after a while | realized it was that long, 
deeply strange period in Alt Sex Col- 
umn’s history (starting, | think, in 2004) 
when sleep sex and sleep rape simply 
would not go away and leave us alone 
There was the guy who'd “mounted” his 
male partner in his (the partner's sleep), 
there was the story of the woman who'd 
get in her car, drive to bars and pick up 
strangers for sex, all in her sleep and 
there was this guy who claimed he'd 
had accidental anal sex with his wife in 
her sleep and is still kind of freaking me 
out at several years’ remove: 

Since then | have done this again, 
with a growing sense of excitement 
She will stir and wake up ... so | always 
get out before she wakes. | want to do 
it when she’s awake but | don’t know 
how to tell her 

He didn't wait for my answer (“She 
will kill you!”) before he confessed to her 
and then seemed a little surprised when 
she killed him, and there was the molest- 
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ing priest who had the boy sleep over 
repeatedly, got him drunk, took him out to ~ 
bars and parties and did who knows what 
to him under cover of night and then 
blamed it all on some sort of parasomnia 
What | don’t think | ever followed up on 
though, was whether those stories a 
sleep-driving, sleep-slutting arou 
So on were ever tied retroactively to use 
of Ambien and similar sleep drugs, which 

it was revealed last year, can certainly 
have that sort of effect on the poor hap- 
less really tired people who take them. !f., 
Ambien can (and it can, it can) cause peo- 
ple to wander down to the kitchen in the 
wee hours to stuff their faces, why could- 
nt it make people stuff other things as 
well, all unawares? 

None of which has anything to do with 
you, nice married lady, above. You simply 
want to be roused by something, well 
arousing, and have every right to be, if 
you ask me 
LOVE, ANDREA 









Calgary 403-313-3311 








Other cities 1-877-834-4044 : 
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780-665-0 
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MORE MEN 4 MEN. 


» 1-900-451- 






Try Cruiseline Text for free. 
Text “xtra” to SFREE - wewrwerutseline.ca 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial tor MEW: 
702.2223 
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IS THE CD DEAD? ARE MP3S THE FUTURE? WILL VINYL RISE AGAIN? 
VUE INVESTIGATES (steven sanoor / 63) 
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“It'll be interesting when we get a new 
generation of kids who are used to the 
sound quality of MP3s, ant they think that 
the sound of a compressed file is as good 
as it gets."—Kris Burwash, Listen 
Records, on the coming musical apoca- 
lypse. 


KYOTO / 10 

“Oh, we've passed all kinds of interesting 
state and local laws, wonderful experi- 
ments that have begun to show just how 
Much progress is possible. But in 
Washington, DC, nothing. No laws at all 
Until last year, when the Republicans sur- 
rendered control of Congress, even the 
hearings were a joke, with “witnesses” 
like novelist Michael Crichton.” —Bill 
MeKibben, environmentalist, on how little 
the US is doing to save the earth 
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ABOUT A SON / 45 

“God, my life's so fucking boring ... we 
don't deserve to have a book written 
about us.” —Kurt Cobain, Rock and Roll 
_demi-god, subject of multiple books and a 
“new documentary. 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL / 26 

"The first year, | did all the performances, 
and | started to get sick in the middle of 
the run...there was a chance we were 
going to cancel some of the performanc- 
es because | was really ill—I could hard- 
ly talk. | got through, but it was a deci- 
sion made then that we would always do 
it with two Scrooges: First of all, so | only 
did six [shows] maximum a week, and 
that if anything went wrong, John was 
there.” —Tom Wood, Scrooge, on why 
two Scrooges are needed. 
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Happy anniversary, Kyoto 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
n our personal lives, anniversaries serve as convenient milestones by 
[== to mark momentous occasions, and offer us the opportunity for 
reflection on the past and a re-commitment to the future. 

Given the momentous challenge posed by global climate change, let’s hope 
that this Dec 11, the 10th anniversary of the day the international community 
reached agreement on the Kyoto Protocol, does the same for the nations of 
the world as they meet in Bali to create the framework for the next phase of 
global action on climate change. 

While far from perfect, the Kyoto Protocol is significant because it is the 
first, and only, international agreement that sets binding targets to address the 
most challenging issue of our time. 

Ten years ago, over 160 nations agreed that global action on climate 
change was necessary, and that global cooperation would be required to 
address the problem. Developed countries, including Canada, accepted that 
because they were responsible for some 85 per cent of historic emissions they 
should take the lead in reducing their emissions before asking developing 
countries to do the same, as well as play a role in helping poorer nations to 
develop alternatives to carbon-based economies. 

What is often forgotten in the political bickering, half-measures, recrimina- 
tions and declarations of Kyoto's failure that have marked much of the past 
decade is that Kyoto was intended only as a first step in addressing climate 
change. The target of Kyoto, to reduce global emissions by an average of five 
per cent below 1990 levels by 2012, was intended only to stimulate action on 
the issue and lay the groundwork for the much more substantial cuts that will 
be required to avoid catastrophic climate change. 

It is now widely accepted that in order to keep global temperature increases 
below two degrees Celsius—the point at which many scientists believe that 
natural feedback loops in the climate will kick in and make human actions 
irrelevant—developed nations will have to reduce their emissions by between 
80 and 90 per cent by 2050. 

Realizing such reductions will pose a challenge of unparalleled magnitude 
for the nations of the world, but given the consequences of inaction, there is 
simply no alternative. Here’s hoping that memory of the success of a decade 
ago will inspire the commitment that will be required. w 
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= /LETTERS 


THANKS, MURRAY! TAKE ONE 


Thank you, Murray Sinclair, for the arti- 
cle on battered men (“City program aids 
men suffering abuse,” Nov 29 - Dec 5, 
2007). 

| believe the problem to be much more 
of an epidemic than is commonly known. 
| live in the city centre and see and hear 
females abusing males (their husbands, 
boyfriends etc) on a daily basis and in 
great numbers. The abused males do not 
even dare to shout at these abusive 
females let alone lash out at them. 

Please, more of such articles in the 
press and support for the men’s rights 
group in Edmonton and Alberta. 


RENATA OSTERTAG 
THANKS, MURRAY! TAKE TWO 


| was really glad to notice the article by 
Murray Sinclair (“City program aids men 
suffering abuse,” Nov 29 - Dec 5, 2007) 
because it brought light to a much need- 
ed issue. To be honest, | was a bit sur- 
prised. The idea that women are the only 
abused partners has been going around 
since the beginning of time. Not true. In 
fact, to argue with Murray's article, the 
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gap of domestic physical violence 
between the sexes is smaller than most 
people think. 

Domestic violence for men is having 
no one to turn to: women’s shelters are 
only there to aid women; police shrug 
their shoulders and tell men to deal with 
it because “she’s not as strong;” fathers 
can't file for divorce without the mother 
getting custody of his children (even if 
she's guilty). 

| also appreciate that Murray made a 
clear distinction between people who 
want to help men from “conservatives.” 
To me, the issues of men’s rights and 
father's rights are quite prevalent but 
silenced in a society where “men have 
all the power.” To me there is nothing 
“conservative” about fighting for human 
rights. There is also nothing “conserva- 
tive” about fighting to educate people on 
the need for awareness and action. 

Many people say that feminism isn't 
really about equality. | feel it is about 
equality because without feminism, we 
would not be talking about this issue of 
abused men. Times are a changin’. 


JIM VAUGHAN 
ON THE LIMITATIONS OF SCIENCE 


Fundamentalism is profoundly angry and 
narrow of mind, and apparently comes in 
all shapes and sizes, sometimes in the 
guise of a pompous typist (“Him, not so 
much... ," Letters, Nov 29 - Dec 5, 2007). 


a 





The fundamentalists of modern scien 
are not that different than the jihadis! 
or Falwell's of this world in my mind 
they've shut themselves down to a sin 
gle “way of knowing and understant 
ing.” 

| learned in Grade 10 that the (no! 
always flawless) scientific method / 
slow and painstaking, and produce 
“interesting” results, results which a(¢ 
often disproven and reproven, disprove 
and reproven again depending on the 
variables within it. “Science” is some 
times very slow to catch up to humai 
knowledge that is millennia old. Scienc« 
means knowledge, or more accurately : 
knowledge gained through experience 
and the scientific method is one Way 
(and a very, very good way to be sure) 
that we gain experience and test know! 
edge—but even scientists are becoming 
more and more aware of the complex’ 
ties of the universe, and of the limita 
tions of a single scientific method a! 
explaining them. 


DANIEL NAUNDORF 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader respo"s°, 
whether critical or complimentary. 2°" 
your opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 1030: 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email (le 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference ' 
given to feedback about articles in ue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit (0! 
length and clarity. 
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up a first- 
> curb greenhouse 
ment had been 

themselves 


finally rising to the 
allenge we'd ever faced. 
long face in the hall 
' 4 to William O'Keefe, chairman 
if the Global Climate Coalition, other- 
vise known as the American coal, oil 
and car lobby. He’d spent the week 
coordinating the resistance—working 
with Arab delegates and Russian indus- 
trialists to sabotage the emerging plan. 
d he'd failed. “It’s in free fall now,” 
he said, stricken. But then he straight- 
ed his shoulders and said, “I can’t 
yait to get back to Washington where 
we can get things under control.” 
i thought he was whistling past the 
graveyard. In fact, he knew far better 
fihan the rest of us what the future 
ould hold. He knew it would be at 
least another decade before anything 
changed. 


THE IMPORTANT physical-world reality 
to know about the 10 years after 
Kyoto is that they included the 
Warmest years on record. All of the 
‘warmest years on record. 
in that span of time, we've come to 
understand that not only is the globe 
v ing, but also that we'd dramati- 
ally underestimated the speed and 
the size of that warming. By now, the 
data from the planet outstrips the sci- 
entific prediction on an almost daily 
basis. Earlier this fall, for instance, the 
‘Melt of Arctic sea ice beat the old 
Tecord. Beat it in mid-August, and 
en the ice kept melting for six more 
eks, losing an area the size of Cali- 
Ornia every week. “Arctic Melt 
nnerves the Experts,” the headline in 
ie New York Times reported. And 
Hey were shaken by rapid changes in 
undra-permafrost systems, not to 
n ntion rain-forest systems, temper- 
‘s Soil carbon-sequestration systems 
id Oceanic-acidity systems. 
We've gone from a problem for our 
Gren to a problem for right about 
W, as evidenced by, oh, Hurricane 
‘rina, California wildfires, epic 
jhts in the Southeast and South- 
St. And that's just the continental 
States. Go to Australia some- 
ry there that 
loch recent- 
od 1 his News Corp 


nats who had 








The important political-world reali- 
ty to know about the 10 years after 
Kyoto is that the United States hasn’t 
done anything. 

Oh, we've passed all kinds of inter- 
esting state and local laws, wonderful 
experiments that have begun to show 
just how much progress is possible. 
But in Washington, DC, nothing. No 
laws at all. Until last year, when the 
Republicans surrendered control of 
Congress, even the hearings were a 
joke, with “witnesses” like novelist 
Michael Crichton. 

And as a result, US emissions have 
continued to increase. Worse, we've 
made not the slightest attempt to shift 
China and India away from using their 


coal. Instead of an all-out effort to pro- 
vide the resources so they could go 
renewable, we've stood quietly by and 
watched from the sidelines as their 
energy trajectories shot out of control: 
The Chinese now are opening a new 
coal-fired plant every week. History 
will regard even the horror in Iraq as 
one more predictable folly next to this 
novel burst of irresponsibility. 


IF YOU'RE looking for good news, 
there is some. 

For one thing, we understand the 
technologies and the changes in habit 
that can help. The last 10 years have 
seen the advent of hybrid cars and the 
widespread use of compact, fluores- 
cent light bulbs. Wind power has been 
the fastest-growing source of electric 
generation throughout the period. 
Japan and then Germany have pio- 
neered with great success the subsidy 
scheme required to put millions of 
solar panels up on rooftops. 


NEWS” 


Even more important, a real move- 
ment has begun to emerge in the 
United States. It began with Katrina, 
which opened eyes. Al Gore gave 
those eyes something to look at: his 
movie made millions realize just what 
a pickle we were in. Many of those, in 
turn, became political activists. Earlier 
this year, six college students and | 
launched stepitup07.org, which has 
organized almost 2000 demonstra- 
tions in all 50 US states. Last month, 
the student climate movement drew 
7000 hardworking kids from campus- 
es all over the US for a huge confer- 
ence. We've launched a new 
grassroots coalition, Isky.org, that 
will push both Congress and the big 
Washington environmental groups. 

All this work has tilted US public 
opinion—new polls actually show 
energy and climate change showing 
up high on the list of issues that vot- 
ers care about, which in turn has 
made the candidates take notice. All 
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S after Kyoto, we're still getting warmer 
AN THE RACE T0 HALT GLOBAL WARMING. WHY ARE WE BARELY PAST THE STARTING GATE? 


the Democrats are saying more or 
less the right things, though none of 
them, save John Edwards, is saying 
them with much volume. 


NOW IT’S A NUMBERS GAME. can we 
tur that political energy into change 
fast enough to matter? 

On the US front, the numbers look 
like this: we’ve got to commit to 
reductions in carbon emissions of 80 
per cent by 2050, and we've got to get 
those cuts underway fast—10 per cent 
in just the next few years. Markets 
will help—if we send them the infor- 
mation that carbon carries a cost. 
Only government can do that 

Two more numbers we're pushing 
for: zero, which is how many new 
coal-fired power plants we can afford 
to open in America, and 5 million 
which is how many green jobs Con- 
gress needs to provide for the coun- 
try’s low-skilled workers. All that 
insulation isn't going to stuff itself 
inside our walls, and those solar 
panels won't crawl up on the roofs 
by themselves. You can’t send the 
work to China, and you can't do it 
with a mouse: this is the last big 
chance to build an economy that 
works for most of us. 

Internationally, the task is even 
steeper. The Kyoto Accord, which we 
ignored, expires in a couple of years. 
Negotiations begin this week in Bali 
to strike a new deal, and it’s likely to 
be the last bite at the apple we'll get— 
miss this chance and the climate like- 
ly spirals out of control. We have a 
number here, too: 450, as in parts- 
per-million carbon dioxide. It’s the 
absolute upper limit on what we can 
pour into the atmosphere, and it will 
take a heroic effort to keep from 
exceeding it. This is a big change— 
even 10 years ago, we thought the 
safe level might be 550. But the data 
is so clear: the Earth is far more finely 
balanced than we thought, and our 
peril much greater. Our foremost cli- 
mate scientist, NASA's James Hansen, 
testified under oath in a courtroom 
last year that if we didn’t stop short of 
that 450 red line, we could see the sea 
level rise 6 metres before the century 
was out. That's civilization-challeng- 
ing. That’s a carbon summer to match 
any nuclear winter that anyone ever 
dreamed about 

It's a test, a kind of final exam for 
our political, economic and spiritual 
systems. And it’s a fair test, nothing 
vague or fuzzy about it. Chemistry 
and physics don’t bargain. They don't 
compromise. They don't meet us 
halfway. We'll do it or we won't. And 
10 years from now, we'll know which 
path we chose. v 


Bill McKibben, a scholar in residence at 
Middlebury College, is an author and 
environmenialist who frequently writes 
about global warming. McKibben's 
essay was commissioned by the Associ- 
ation of Alternative Newsweeklies 
Approximately 30 AAN member papers 
will be publishing the essay this week 
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Looking back, looking forward: the view from Kyoto 


ED SMELOFF 
: years. In geological time, 10 
years is hardly noticed—a speck 
of dust. But for sentient beings, 
much happens in 10 years. Children 
grow up, parents and friends pass away, 
wars start and end, presidents are elect- 
ed and disgraced, political parties rise 
and fall. In the last 10 years around 1.2 
billion babies have been born. Some 
will live to see the 22nd century. Most 
will have children of their own. 

Ten years ago, the nations of the 
world gathered in Kyoto, Japan, to 
take action to prevent dangerous 
interference with the planet's climate. 
Many hoped that meaningful steps 
would be taken to protect the Earth 
for future generations 

Ten years earlier, scientists working 
through the World Meteorological 
Society and the United Nations estab- 
lished the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change to assess the science 
of climate change. (The IPCC is the 
first 20-year-old to win a Nobel Prize.) 
By 1995, the IPCC concluded that 
there was a “discernible human 
impact on the climate.” 

Banal as those words sound, their 
significance is overwhelming. They 
communicate awareness that our 
generation can irreversibly damage 
the Earth’s ecosystems for future gen- 
erations simply by the way we live. 
Slowing down and stopping climate 
change will require societal change 
on a scale never previously contem- 
plated. The Kyoto Protocol was a first 
attempt by the nations of the world to 
bring about this vast change. 


KYOTO IN DEC, 1997 was festive. I was 


there as an observer, with my back- 
ground in energy policy and manage- 
ment resources, for the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature, 
and was working in tandem with a 
journalist who was reporting for 
Salon. (It’s interesting to remember 
that, 10 years ago, Internet journalism 
was still a novelty.) 

Kyoto residents, dressed up as rab- 
bits, ducks, trees and other fauna and 
flora, marched through the streets in 
well-choreographed demonstrations. 
Melting penguin ice sculptures were 
placed at the entrance to the newly 
built conference center. Banners and 
placards in Japanese and English filled 
the air. A big pink “CO2” wrapped in 
chains with a leaf growing out of the 
last link was ubiquitous 

Then-US Vice President Al Gore 
was a target of the creatively inclined 
“Al Gore—Cut GHGs Now or Go 
Home” was a Japanese favourite 
Some Aussies brandished a red ban- 





10 YEARS LATER 


ner with a bunsen burner burning the 
planet from down under. Greenpeace 
built a monstrous scrap-heap Tyran- 
nosaurus Rex with a scorecard-style 
banner that read “Dinosaur Diploma- 
cy 1, Climate 0.” A beautiful tapestry 
of a fierce Fudo Myoo, the Buddhist 
deity of fire, draped the sides of the 
Kyoto conference center. 

Inside, activists from a plethora of 
NGOs scurried around, sleepless, try- 
ing to figure out what was going on in 
the closed-door negotiations and 
incessantly writing press releases. 
Business trade organizations set up 
booths promoting their technologies. 
The nuclear industry was calling for a 
nuclear renaissance. Enron 
announced plans to build a 50 
megawatt solar power plant in the 
Nevada desert. Toyota passed out 
refrigerator magnets touting its new 
hybrid-electric eco-car that it prom- 
ised to bring to market soon. 

For the first seven days, the Euro- 
pean Union and the United States hag- 
gled over how much greenhouse gases 
to cut and how much flexibility to pro- 
vide in the treaty. Enviros complained 
the United States wanted so many 


loopholes—‘flexibility mechanisms” to 
use the language of the diplomats— 
that the treaty would be toothless. On 
the eighth day, Gore flew in and told 
the US delegation to compromise. 
Later, Gore symbolically signed the 
protocol on behalf of the United States. 
Gore, who stated in his 1992 book 
Earth in the Balance: Ecology and the 
Human Spirit that “we must make the 
rescue of the environment the central 
organizing principle for civilization,” 
was an enigmatic figure for many 
attending the Kyoto conference. No 
political persona understood the issue 
of climate change better than Gore. 
Yet the Clinton-Gore administration 
risked little to move the public on an 
issue in which the Earth was in bal- 
ance. Even before the Kyoto confer- 
ence it was clear the Clinton-Gore 
administration would not fight for rat- 
ification of the treaty in the Senate. It 
may have been a question of timing. 


SEVEN YEARS LATER the treaty became 


international law, ratified by 169 coun- 
tries. Among developed nations, only 
the United States and Australia have 
been AWOL (and on Dec 3, 2007, newly 
elected Australian prime minister Kevin 
Rudd ratified the Kyoto Protocol as the 
first formal act of his government, leav- 
ing the US isolated). A core principle of 
the treaty is that the nations of the 
world have “common but differentiated 
responsibilities” in controlling green- 


Get certified in five months or less! 


house gas emissions. That phrase is an 
acknowledgment that the developed 
countries of the world are responsible 
for most of the damaging emissions in 
the atmosphere and need to take the 
first steps to reduce emissions. Devel- 
oping countries, like India and China, 
are not required to meet specific emis- 
sion targets during the first compliance 
period (2008-12). 

The Bush administration has argued 
that the United States should not be 
compelled to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions since China is not required to 
do so. And although the United States 
never officially withdrew from the Kyoto 
Protocol, the treaty was never sent to 
the Senate for ratification. From 1990 to 
2005, US emissions have increased by 
16.3 per cent. The Kyoto Protocol 
requires a US reduction 7 per cent 
below 1990 levels. Among European 
nations, only the United Kingdom and 
Sweden now are achieving real reduc- 
tions in greenhouse gases. The most 
significant emissions reductions in the 
last 10 years have come from the col- 
lapse of industrial enterprises in the for- 
mer Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. 


LOOKING BACK 10 YEARS, it would be 
easy to argue that the Kyoto Protocol 
has been a failure. Without US partici- 
pation, it was doomed, at best, to only 
partial success. However, during the 
past 10 years the awareness of the 
impact of climate change and the 





impetus for strong action has gro 
Devastating hurricanes, fierce wild 
fires, prolonged droughts and 
clysmic flooding have defined 
at stake. The consequence of inaction 
for the lives of those born in the |as| 
decade and their children is now obvi 
ous. The significance of Kyoto, beyond 
the details, is that there is now a viab! 
international legal framework for deal 
ing with climate change 

This week, the nations of the 
will come together in Bali, Indonesia 
to start negotiating for a post-2012 cli 
mate plan. What happens in Bali will 
set the stage for the next US adminis 
tration. It is hard to imagine that the 
United States will not want to 
engage the rest of the world on an 
agreement that is crucial for the health 
of the planet and future generations 

The magnitude of what needs to be 
done to stabilize the planet's climale 
can hardly be understated. We 10s! 
transform the ways we produce «le 
tricity, heat our homes, power ou! !« 
tories and transport ourselves. We need 
to cut the use of fossil fuels by at !ea% 
50 per cent, and maybe more, by of) 

We don’t have any time to lose. ¥ 








Ed Smeloff has 20-plus years of exp*"' 
ise in energy policy and resource pla) 
ning. He now works as a seni! 
manager for project developmen! at 
Sharp Solar Energy Solutions Group " 
Southern California. 
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SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
decade after the international 
Azz agreed to the Kyoto 
Protocol, and five years since 
Parliament ratified the agreement, 
there isn’t a lot of good news about 
how Canada has done in living up to 
its intemational obligations to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

“Canada’s performance has been 
abysmal,” charged Graham Saul, the 
executive director of Climate Action 
Network Canada, a national coalition 
of environmental groups pushing for 
more progress on tackling climate 
change in the country. “We've lost a 
decade of opportunity in terms of 
action, and Canada is pretty much the 
worst performer in the world when it 
comes to meeting its climate change 
commitments.” 

Under the 1997 agreement, which 
has now been ratified by 174 coun- 
tries, Canada is committed to reduc- 
ing greenhouse gas emissions to six 
per cent below 1990 levels between 
2008 and 2012, which means holding 
total emissions in the country to 
under 563 megatonnes (Mt). 

Instead, according to the latest 
national inventory of emissions com- 
piled by Environment Canada, emis 
sions climbed to a record 747 Mt in 
2005, putting the country 32.7 per 
cent above its Kyoto target 

The bulk of the 151 Mt increase 
since 1990—a total of 137 Mt—is due 
to steadily rising greenhouse gas 
emissions in energy industries and 
the transportation sector over the 
period 

According to the report, almost a 
third of this increase is due to an 
expansion in oil and gas production 
for export—much of which has gone 
south of the border to the United 
States—which has climbed 162 per 
ce 1990 
itmore, a climate 
y analyst with the Pembi- 
ys that what these 
at while individual 
adians can take action by chang- 
g to compact fluorescent light bulbs 
and driving less, the government real- 
ly needs to step up and regulate major 
emitters if it is going to get serious 
about meeting its Kyoto obligations. 

‘About 50 per cent of Canadian 
ssions come from the large indus- 
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trial emitters—that includes oil sands, 
it includes mining companies, cement 
companies, coal electricity and so 
on,” Whitmore explained. “The gov- 
ernment has announced regulations, 
but the regulations are so weak and 
there are so many loopholes that are 
currently being proposed in them, 
there's a very real chance that we're 
not going to get much significant 
reductions in the most polluting sec- 
tors in Canada. So it’s a big concern, 
given that they represent 50 per cent 
of our emissions.” 


LINDSAY TELFER, the director of the 
Sierra Club of Canada’s Prairie Chap- 
ter agreed, saying that the strategy of 
the federal Conservatives to focus on 
reducing emissions intensity—thereby 
allowing emissions to grow along 
with expansion of the economy— 
rather than absolute emissions reduc- 
tions will keep Canada headed in the 
wrong direction. 

“Not only is the Conservative gov- 
ernment backtracking on Kyoto com- 
mitments, but they're not even trying 
to move forward with any kind of 
reduction strategies,” she said. 

Telfer also accused the Harper gov- 
ernment, which pledged in its “Turn- 
ing the Corner” climate change 
strategy to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by 20 per cent by 2020 rela- 
tive to 2006 levels, of moving the 
goalposts on targets. 

“They've increased the baseline, 
which I think is a pretty weasely way 
of confusing the public on what their 
strategies are. The baselines interna- 
tionally has always been 1990 levels, 
and the Conservative government 
federally has been trying to increase 
that to 2004, in some cases even to 
2006.” 

Telfer added that Alberta, which 
accounts for the largest share of emis- 
sions of any province in Canada, 
emitting 31 per cent of Canada’s total, 
may single-handedly make Kyoto tar- 
gets impossible to meet due to 
increasing production in the oil sands. 

“They're one of the main reasons 
why current Canadian policy is mak- 
ing it unable to meet our Kyoto com- 
mitments. The desire of both the 
Alberta government and the federal 
government to increase tar sands 
development five-fold in the coming 
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decades represents an inability to 
manage the greenhouse gas levels in 
that region in any kind of significant 
way.” 

According to the Sierra Club, the oil 
sands in 2000 released just over 23 Mt 
of emissions, or about three per cent 
of Canada’s total. Under current pro- 
jections, oil sands emissions are 
expected to rise to as high as 100 Mt 
by 2015, making it the single largest 
contributor to greenhouse gas emis- 
sion growth in the country. 

It's a reality that Saul says simply 
has to be addressed. 

“The government has put into place 
a regulatory package—the intensity- 
based approach—that almost seems 
designed to accommodate explosive 
greenhouse gas emissions in the tar 
sands in Alberta,” he said. 


10 YEARS LATER 





“We can’t do our fair share without 
getting serious about tar sands emis- 
sions because tar sands emissions are 
going to explode in the coming years 
and we need to figure out a way to 
get them under control. And we also 
need a government that’s prepared to 
force some of the real costs back into 
the cost of the tar sands.” 


DESPITE THE GROUND LOST over the 


past decade, Whitmore said that 
Kyoto targets are still achievable. 

“It all depends on the political will. 
Honestly, I think we can achieve any- 
thing if we put our foot down and 
decide to put real measures in place 
to do that, but currently there's no 
will, there’s no leadership whatsoey- 
er." 

Saul concurred, and said that 
mechanisms in Kyoto, including inter- 
national carbon trading and commit- 
ting to deeper cuts in the post-2012 
agreement currently being negotiated 
in Bali, are ways that Canada can 
make up for lost time. 

“There's a lot of countries around 
the world that are going to be over 
their Kyoto targets, and the Kyoto 
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agreement forsees tha 
explained. “We can always mes 
Kyoto targets, it’s just a matter 
we're willing to engage in intam 
tional carbon trading.” 

While Saul conceeded that trading 
schemes such Kyoto’s Clean Develop- 
ment Mechanism, which has come 
under some criticism, are not perfect, 
they are preferable to governments 
simply “throwing up their hands and 
giving up” meeting their targets. 

Saul stressed that the current posi- 
tion of the Canadian government, 
which has stated that it will not meet 
its obligations under Kyoto, is at odds 
with the rest of world opinion, which 
is moving forward on addressing cli- 
mate change. 

“{Now that Australia has ratified] 
there’s only going to be one industri- 
alized country in the world that hasn’t 
ratified the Kyoto Protocol and that's 
the United States of America. And 
there's only going to be two countries 
in the world that have no intention of 
meeting the commitments that 
they've signed, and that’s the United 
States and Canada. No other country 
in the world has announced that it’s 
not prepared to honour the commit- 
ments it’s ratified and there's no other 
country that has effectively just 
walked away from the agreement.” 

Saul said that Canada has taken a 
“destructive position” heading into the 
negotiations in Bali which will set the 
framework for what will happen 
when the first phase of Kyoto expires 
in 2012. 

While he’s skeptical it will happen, 
Saul said that there needs to be a 
major shift in Canada’s position if it is 
going to reverse its record of the past 
decade and be part of the deep emis- 
sions reductions that scientists are 
saying will be necessary to avoid 
major climate change. 

“What we're hoping that Canada 
does is acknowledge that its positions 
so far have been extreme in terms of 
other industrialized countries, that 
Canada’s failure to reduce its own 
emissions have been quite profound 
and agree not to stand in the way of 
ambitious targets,” he said. 

“And when the government comes 
home to start putting in place the kind 
of package that’s going to start mov- 
ing us in the right direction.” w 
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‘Quer the years Canada has developed a 

eer stonaly for working for 

. justice and the environment. Our 

government's recent performance at the 

Commonwealth summit in Uganda and its 

metoric in the lead-up to the current inter- 

national climate change conference in Bali 
completely contradicts that reputation. 

in fact, in both instances, our govern- 
ment has adopted a role that is decidedly 
obstructionist. At the Commonwealth 
summit, for example, Canada was alone 
in preventing unanimous consent on a 
resolution calling for absolute binding tar- 
gets for greentiouse gas emissions. 

Unable to sway Canada from its posi- 
tion, Commonwealth leaders were forced 
instead to approve a watered-down 
statement calling for unspecific action on 
global warming within an unspecified 
period of time. 

Likewise, in the lead-up to the UN Cli- 
mate Change Conference in Bali, both 
Prime Minister Harper and his environ- 
ment minister John Baird made it very 
clear that they would stand firmly in the 
way of any agreements which would set 
absolute reduction targets for developed 
countries without setting the identical 
targets for under-developed countries. 

Since it is unlikely that poor countries 
will agree to meeting the same targets as 
developed countries—nor should they— 
itis virtually inevitable that Canada’s role 
will be, once again, to get in the way of 
any genuine progress being made on the 
world stage. 


DESPITE MR HARPER'S assertions after 
the Commonwealth that Canada’s role is 
that of multilateral consensus builder, the 
reality is that Canada finds itself increas- 
ingly alone in defending an unworkable 
position. Until recently, the only remain- 
ing hold-outs on the implementation of 
absolute emissions cuts were Canada, 
Australia and United States. 

Mid-way through the Commonwealth 
Summit, however, Australia’s John 
Howard was defeated in an election by 
Kevin Rudd, a Labour candidate who has 
made signing on to Kyoto and taking 
action on global warming key priorities in 
his mandate. Mr Rudd has since demon- 
Strated his green commitment by signing 
the ratification of Kyoto as his first act 
alter taking his oath of office and naming 

ater Garrett, former front man for green 
fackers Midnight Oil, as his environment 
minister. 
_, anada’s other ally, US President 
ae0ige W Bush, stands to be a complete 
‘entity in this round of talks, as his 
Suntry will be electing a new president 

Nov, 2008. Judging from the current 
3 tal mood south of the border, it is 
uite likely that Bush's replacement will 
* Much More progressive on climate 
hange than either Bush or Harper. 
What this means is that during Mr 
arper’s tenure as prime minister Canada 
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has gone from active engagement on 
international climate change issues to 
lone obstructionist. 


THAT IS NOT TO SAY that the previous 
Liberal government actually accomplished 
any concerted action locally on green- 
house gases, because it did not. It's a 
record that Mr Harper rightly points to at 
every opportunity. What he does not point 
out, however, is that while in opposition 
his party loudly opposed as extreme the 
few steps the Liberals did take in the 
right direction. In other words, it is a com- 
plete red herring for either party to point 
fingers—both the Liberals and the Con- 
servatives are responsible for the fact 
that 10 years after the drafting of the 
Kyoto Protocol, our emissions are actually 
35 per cent higher than what we agreed 
to under Kyoto. 

Domestically, the Harper government 
has worked especially hard over the last 
year to convince Canadians it is are com- 
mitted to making genuine progress on 
greenhouse gas emissions, pledging to cut 
emissions by 20 per cent by 2020 and by 50 
per cent by the year 2050. Although grossly 
inadequate in terms of what will be 
required to avert climate catastrophe, the 
Conservatives insist that they will proceed 
with these cuts regardless of what hap- 
pens internationally. 

Despite the fact that he has yet to 
articulate how he will achieve these cuts, 
and has shown himself entirely unwilling 
to even consider mandating hard reduc- 
tion targets for Alberta's tar sands, Mr 
Harper is hoping that his verbal commit- 
ment to the cuts will be enough to con- 
vince Canadians that he is serious about 
taking action on climate change. 


EVEN THE RHETORIC FALLS APART, how- 
ever, when one looks at what Mr Harper 
is saying internationally, where his atti- 
tude has been tantamount to a spoiled 
overweight kid complaining that \\e 
should not have to give up chocolate bais 
unless the kid next door has to as well. 
Never mind that the kid next door is not 
overweight and cannot afford chocolate 
bars on a regular basis anyway. 

Canada’s refusal to sign on to any 
agreement or resolution which does not 
impose the same targets on developed 
and underdeveloped countries can only 
be explained one of two ways. ; 

It could be born of a desire by Mr 
Harper to ensure that poor countries 
remain poor—which would completely 
contradict his stated international devel- 
opment objective of giving all countries 
the opportunity to climb out of poverty. 
Failing that, it is based on a desire to sab- 


otage any potential progress on climate 
change internationally because he knows 
that the poor countries of the world will 
fever sign on to an agreement imposing 
the same reduction targets on them as on 
the world's richest countries. 

And the poor countries of the world 
are right not to sign on to any such agree- 
ment. The rich countries of the world 
were able to develop their economies and 
infrastructure without any limits whatso- 
ever on their levels of consumption and 
emissions. It was also the rich countries 
of the north who, through mechanisms 
like the World Bank and IMF, imposed a 
consumption and energy-dependent eco- 
nomic model on the developing world. 

Insisting that these poor countries now 
be subject to the same emissions cuts as 
the rich would violate every conceivable 
understanding of the notion of justice. 
We would effectively be saying, “We 
caused the problem, we forced you to 
contribute to it and now we are going to 
Make you pay for it.” : 

The drafters of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol 
understood this fundamentally, and as 
such only imposed absolute emissions 


Script Supervisor 
RTA702 





cuts on developed countries. It was 
agreed that developing countries would 
not face absolute cuts until after 2012, 
but that even then those cuts would be 
less than those for developed countries in 
the same period. 

Those are the targets that are being 
negotiated now in Bali, and which Canada 
will apparently do everything in its power 
to prevent, even if it means contradicting 
its green rhetoric at home and its reputa- 
tion for international leadership on issues 
of peace, justice and the environment 

Thomas Paine once wrote “lead, fol- 
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low, or get out of the way.” The Canadian 
government should take those words to 
heart, and either embrace genuine lead- 
ership internationally on climate change 
issues, follow the growing international 
(and domestic) consensus on what needs 
to be done or get out of the way of others 
who do want to work for genuine change 
on this pressing issue. w 


Ricardo Acuna is Executive Director of 
the Parkland Institute, a non-partisan 
public policy research institute housed at 
the University of Alberta 
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Battle lines being drawn over towers in Glenora 


CHRIS SALTEL / saltel@vueweekly.com 
esidents of Glenora are set to 
Re a rezoning application 
at would see the addition of 
four new highrises on a busy corner 
of the upscale Edmonton community. 

Edmonton city council will hold a 
public hearing Dec 10 on the con- 
tentious application to grant site-spe- 
cific zoning to a 1.6 hectare L-shaped 
piece of land on the north east corner 
of 142 Street and Stony Plain Road to 
allow a mix of residential and com- 
mercial development—including four 
high rises ranging from 15 to 21 
storeys, a three to six storey residen- 
tial building and 6500 square metres 
of commercial space—on the site. 

It’s a plan that has many in the 
community up in arms. 

“| think it’s a gross overdevelop- 
ment of the property,” said Noel 
Somerville, a resident of Glenora 
opposed to the development. 

“There are already a lot of proper- 
ties available for sky-rise properties,” 
he noted. “It’s totally inappropriate for 
the area. 

Somerville said that one major con- 
cern is the increased traffic the devel- 
opment will bring to the area. 

“It’s right next to one of the worst 
bottlenecks in the city of Edmonton. 
It’s a nightmare during rush hour right 
now, and this developer wants to put 
700 to 1 000 parking spaces right 
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beside the road.” 

Somerville also said that he 
believes the project is not in line with 
the planning objectives set forth by 
the city regarding infill development 
in the city’s mature neighbourhoods. 

“Good planning is really important, 
and this project just doesn’t square up 
with that,” Somerville argued. 

“The city does a really good job 
planning new neighborhoods, but 
they fall short in taking care of the 
older ones such as ours.” 


DESPITE CONCERNS, city administra- 
tors think the project should be given 
the green light by council. 

“Our department is recommending 
that council approve the rezoning,” 
said Rod Heinricks, a city planner with 
the city. “It wasn’t an easy decision 
because the situation is new to us.” 

Heinricks stressed that he doesn’t 
believe that the project, which also 
includes underground parking, 
pedestrian walkways and green 
space, should be thought of as a high 
density infill. 

“A lot of people confuse high den- 
sity with high rises, but the two are 
not always automatically counter- 
parts,” he explained. “The develop- 


ment will add 270 residential units, 
which is slightly more than the aver- 
age four storey walk-up apartment 
complex. It’s not a very high dense 
project—it is a high rise form, but it’s 
not high density.” 

Heinricks also pointed out that city 
planners did work with the developer 
to reduce the size of the project and 
decrease the density by almost a 
quarter in response to concerns 
voiced by residents during community 
consultations. 

“We had some success by getting 
[the developer] to reduce the project 
by 60 units,” Heinricks added, “We 
had them move a tower, remove a 
tower, and move the project closer to 
the roadway along Stony Plain Road 


in order to reduce the sun shadow —— 


cast on the neighborhood.” 

He also commented that traffic has 
been a major concern during the 
planning of the project, because the 
site is on the corner of two arterial 
roadways. Drivers will have to access 
the underground parking from those 
main streets instead of the back of the 
site, which faces the neighborhood. 


BEN HENDERSON, a city councillor for 
ward 4, doesn’t agree that the site is 
an appropriate location for the city to 
go through with its Smart Choices 
program of infill development. 

The Smart Choices program is aimed 


at “accommodating future growth an, 
redevelopment in Edmonton,” accord, 
to the city’s website. It presents maty,,, 
neighborhood infill as a way to \tijj,,, 
existing utilities, have more peor 

accessing existing services such . 
libraries and schools instead of cop 
structing new ones, and having peop) 
live in closer proximity to the city centr 

Henderson agreed with concey, 
raised by community members t). 
the development doesn't fit into y)- 
current scale of the community, wh); 
is made up predominantly of sing 
family houses. 

"I’ve been pretty clear that | don» 
support it. It presents a pretty pj 
departure from what's there,” Henge 
son said. 

Henderson is also concerned |}; 
the development could open the doo; 
for similar projects in the future 

“We have to recognize that i»), 
corner goes high density, every cory.) 
will eventually go high density’ 

While the councillor admits tha\ 
city’s Smart Choices campaign pre 
ents Edmonton with the challenge , 
infilling mature neighborhoods ( 
increase their density, he believes \/ 
this move might be too much 

"If we do it as carelessly as thi 
we're going to have a big me: 
think we're in denial if we don’t thin! 
it’s going to change these neighh: 
hoods.” w 





Say it ain't so, Joe: the Roost to shut its doors 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
or Edmonton's GLBT community 
P= its allies, the news will 
come as quite a shock; the 
Roost has been sold and will close its 
doors after Dec 31. 

Staff received the news from the 
owner—the singularly named Dow— 
that the Roost would no longer be 
around at a Dec 2 staff meeting / 
Christmas party, and the news quickly 
spread throughout the gay community. 

“Five minutes after the announce- 
ment was made the phone started ring- 
ing because everyone was texting on 
their cell phones,” the bar's general 
manager Joe Achtemichuk said. “It was 
a shock to all of us when we found out. 

Coat check girl and rover Alex 
Trann-McEwen, who was at the staff 
party, explained that it seemed 
nobody at the party had any inkling 
that the news was coming 

All the managers and all the staff 
found out at the exact same time,” she 
said. “It was sort of traumatic, it made 


Li 


2 GLBT 


everyone want to get really drunk.” 

The reason why the club is shutting 
down is one that has become a tired 
refrain—with land and real estate prices 
at an all-time high, it just didn’t make 
financial sense to hold onto the property. 

“The building is worth so much, and 
it’s just stagnant money,” Achtemichuk 
explained. “The thing is, somebody 
made an offer on the building that [the 
owner] just couldn't say no to.” 

Opening in 1977, the Roost quickly 
became a safe haven for the burgeon- 
ing Edmonton GLBT community. What 
started as an in-your-face political 
statement morphed into an institution 
on the Canadian gay scene. 

"It’s the end of a Canadian icon as 
people know it," lamented 
Achtemichuk, whose sentiments were 
echoed by Trann-McEwen. “It leaves 
the rest of Edmonton with only a few 
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gay clubs left and the Roost was iconic 


she said. Even in Western Canada there 


are so many gay and lesbian communi 
ties that identify with the name the 
Roost even if they haven't been there 


There is the possibility that the 
Roost will open in another location in 


the new year, though at this point n 
definite plans are in place. Until ther 
the bar will be open every¢a) 
throughout the Christmas seaso! 
starting on Dec 13 and will go oul 
with a bang on New Year's Eve. Aitc! 
that, an auction is being planne 
that patrons can own a piece 0! 
Edmonton’s history. 

No matter what ultimately ho 
pens, Achtemichuk said membe! 
the GLBT community will feel the | 
of the club for some time. 

"There's a lot of people that com' 
here because it’s just an escape 
everything for them. There's gone K 
be a lot of people lost in this c!! 
because I know they don’t go 2" 
where else. Especially our regulars.’ ¥ 
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confused? 


Reconnect 
with your loved ones 
with gifts 
to suit all tastes. 


Enjoy a beautiful selection 
of greenery and ornaments, and 
make this a holiday season to 
reflect, relax, and reconnect. 


Hi 7 : 
Ho e's GreeNHousEs & GARDENS LTD, St. ALBERT, ALBERTA 
419-6800 WWW.HOLESONLINE.COM 


twenty-nine arms 


Weer lor modern living SAVES 


Q AG / ] 


(0129-I04st '@ jasper avenue tel. /6U /o6 


december fourteenth 


On the 60th anniversary of UN vote, Israc| 


DYER STRAIGHT 


GWYNNE OVER 
gwynne@yueweekly.com 


Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert was 
just back from the Annapolis summit 
where President George W Bush tried to 
reboot the moribund Istaeli-Palestinian 
peace talks. More importantly, last week 
was also the 60th anniversary of the Unit- 
ed Nations vote that divided British-ruled 
Palestine into a Jewish and an Arab 
state. That promised Arab state still 
doesn’t exist, of course, but if the peace 
talks fail to produce it in the end, Olmert 
told the newspaper Ha’Aretz, then Israel 
is “finished.” 

“If the day comes when the two-state 
solution collapses,” Olmert said, “and we 
face a South African-style struggle for 
equal voting rights for the Palestinians in 
the (occupied) territories, then, as soon as 
that happens, the state of Israel is fin- 
ished. The Jewish organizations which 
were our power base in America will be 
the first to come out against us, because 
they will say they cannot support a state 
that does not support democracy and 
equal voting rights for all its residents.” 

It was an extraordinary thing for a 
right-wing Israeli politician to say: Israelis 
usually erupt in fury if anybody suggests 
a comparison between their country and 
apartheid-era South Africa. However, 
Olmert wasn't talking about the country 
as it is now-seven million people, of 
whom about five and a half million are 
Jews—but about the country that would 
exist if the peace talks fail definitively 
and the four million Palestinians in the 
occupied territories remain under Israeli 
control indefinitely. 

They have already been under Israeli 
military rule for 40 years, and 15 years of 
on-and-off peace negotiations have made 
little progress towards a Palestinian state. 
The Arab population both within Israel and 
in the occupied territories is growing much 
faster than the Jewish population, even 
counting Jewish immigration. Some time 
soon, there will be more Palestinians than 
Jews within the borders of the former 
British mandate of Palestine (between the 

_ Jordan River and the sea) for the first time 
since the war of 1948-49. 

Most of the Palestinians who lived with- 
in what is now Israel fled or were driven 
out during the 1948-49 war, and in order to 
ensure that the new state had an over- 
whelming Jewish majority Israel never let 
them return. Subsequent Jewish immigra- 
tion, combined with the fact that many of 
the Palestinians fled beyond the borders of 


| faces the question of partition or aparthei; 





the old British mandate, meant that Jews 
were still a large majority overall even 
when Israel conquered all the remaining 
lands of former Palestine in the 1967 war. 
For a long time, the “demographic ques- 
tion” did not trouble Israelis much. 


THERE WERE STILL far fewer Palestinians 
in the late 1980s, when Yasser Arafat per- 
suaded the Palestine Liberation Organiza- 
tion to adopt the goal of a Palestinian state 
within the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and 
East Jerusalem (which is considerably less 
than it was given under the UN partition 
plan of 1947). That led to the era of the 
“Deace process,” but for various reasons 
(and with much blame on both sides ) the 
negotiations never succeeded. 

Now the Palestinians are within sight 
of becoming a majority in the whole of 
the territory between the Jordan and the 
sea, and some of tHem are starting to 
abandon that compromise goal. Let us 
have a single democratic state in all of 
these lands, they say, and we don’t mind 
if Israel never returns to its 1967 borders. 

We will just demand our equal demo- 
cratic rights within this larger country 
that includes all the land now controlled 
by Israel, and our votes will change Israel 
from a “Jewish democracy” to a multi- 
ethnic, post-Zionist democratic state. 
(Hamas, which controls the Gaza Strip, 
has already adopted this strategy.) 

That is the spectre that haunts Ehud 
Olmert and every other thinking Israeli. If 
you cannot make the two-state solution 
work, then you get the one-state solution, 


rong 
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and Palestinians will soon be a majority 
within the borders of that single state 

Israel has the military power to 
the vote to Palestinians in the “occupie 
territories” indefinitely, but in tha 
it will look more and mors 
apartheid-era South Africa, with the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip as 
Bantustans. Even its American sup 
ers will turn away in the end, and it wi 
as Olmert put it, be “finished.” 

That would not happen next yea 
even in five or 10 years, but the possitil 
ty is now permanently on the table. tv: 
on the right, many Israelis are concluding 
that a Palestinian state is essential to the 
long-term survival of a Jewish state- 
many others still think that a two-stat 
deal is either undesirable or impossible 
and hope that the current round of peace 
talks fails. 

They will probably not be disappoint: 
ed, for Olmert's cabinet would collapse 
he made any major concession 
Jerusalem or Palestinian refugees 10 ‘"e 
talks. His negotiating partner, Mahmou 
Abbas, only controls half of the Paiesti 
ian population in the occupied tertitor'es 
Eighty-three per cent of Israeli hin 
there will be no peace deal in the nev! 
year, and expectations among Palesti" 
ans are even lower. But the questia'i'* 
as valid as ever: “If not now, when?’ v 





Gwynne Dyer is a London-based 11°" 
pendent journalist whose articles +" 
published in 45 countries. His vo!™ 
appears each week in Vue Weekly 








= | WELL, WELL, WELL 


| discovered last night that some of my 
readers are, from the safe cover of web 
identities, calling me a moron and an 
ignoramus, and though there's nothing 
scientific about my thoughts on this, here 
they are. Because we all view the world 
differently, and approach things from 
entirely different perspectives, it is totally 
possible to arrive at entirely different 
conclusions. But being mean-spirited 
does nothing to advance dialogue. 

{t was uncanny though, to have written 
what | wrote last week in advance of get- 
ting the letter that so perfectly illustrated 
the attitude | was talking about. My 
daughter, who wasn't surprised at all, 
says |'m always having weird prescient 
experiences like that, even though we 
know of course there is really no such 
thing as prescience. 

But the thing | wanted to talk about 
this week is the tightening of restrictions 
around the import of plant-based herbal 
medications. More and more of late, 
herbalists and acupuncturists and naturo- 
pathic doctors are being put in the posi- 
> tion of needing to tell their patients that 
the herbal remedy that works so beauti- 
fully for them is no longer available. Our 
government apparently, for whatever rea- 
‘Son, doesn't like some of them. 

Receiving news that an herb that has 
Helped beautifully in the past will in the 
Tuture no longer be available is, for some, 
i big deal. For someone coming out of a 
eI rolonged depression because 
ese herbal medicine, after a 
acadle of trying every known pharmaceu- 
fal available to no avail, it is a big deal. 
" Someone managing chemo side- 
ct with an herbal, it is a big deal. For 
he re be Lda peri-menopause 
ot Hormone therapy since starti 
it Chinese herbal, this is a big deal. ” 


ROLAND that medicines need to 
Monitored and regulated. But our crite- 
skewed. We approve drugs tested 


closing off herbal remedies 


for a few years, many of which later need 
to be recalled because testing was inade- 
quate, or worse, because unfavourable 
testing results were overlooked and hid- 
den, yet we're vigilant with plant-based 
medications that have proven themselves 
to be both safe and effective for thou- 
sands of years. 

| know we need to know what the 
medicines are, and what they'll be used 
for, and by whom, and who they've been 
formulated by, and with what kind of 
water, and what the company’s purity 
standards are and all that. But it seems 
like our borders are becoming as impene- 
trable to some plant-based medications 
as US borders are to some kinds of trav- 
ellers. Because even when we know that 
quality and safety and efficacy standards 
have been met, someone, somewhere, is 
saying no more and more often. 

But surely there's some value in prod- 
ucts tested on thousands of people over 
thousands of years? These are after all 
medications that people are so convinced 
of that they're willing to sacrifice to pay 
out of their own pockets for. Willing to 
pay because they work, they manage 
their Achilles heel, they work for symp- 
toms of sub-clinical imbalances in health 
before they manifest as full-blown, diffi- 
cult-to-reverse disease states—which is, 
after all, what prevention is about. 


PREVENTION is an integral component of 
intelligent healthcare, not an optional 
fringe element inferior to life-saving dis- 
ease intervention. And early detection of 
disease isn’t, by the way, prevention—a 
tumour visible on a mammogram for 
example, is already a tumour. 

But let's just keep dismissing alterna- 
tives, ignoring our chronic states of not- 
quite-well, relying on sanctioned 
pharmaceuticals to keep us going even 
where they're doing a mediocre job of it, 
and prohibiting effective alternative and 
preventative options. God bless western 
medicine; Really, | mean that—it’s often 
life-saving and great. But | wish it had 
more answers for us, and that where it 
doesn't, ancient alternatives weren't so 
loudly (albeit by a shrinking minority) 
viewed as supernatural bunk. w 















































Give the gift of time. 


Volunteer. 





To learn more about finding the volunteer opportunity that’s right for you, visit: 


volunteeredmonton.com 





ELEVATE YOUR EDUCATION 


DO YOU BELIEVE IN LIFE AFTER WORK? 
NAIT Continuing Education offers dozens of part-time learning options in January 
to help you de-stress and learn something new: 


* Guilt-Free Wholesome Desserts & Celebration Food 
Jan 8 to 22, 2008 | Tuesday, 6:00 pm - 10:00 pm | $235 





* Basic Household Plumbing Repair 
Jan 26, 2008 | Saturday, 8:30 am - 3:30 pm | $150 


* Photoshop for Photographers - Level | 
Jan 16 to Feb 13, 2008 | Wednesday, 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm | $355 


* And much more 
CALENDARS AVAILABLE AT: 


Sobeys, 7-Eleven, Mac’s, Safeway and 
stands throughout Edmonton and area 


www.nait.ca/ContinuingEducation 
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us 30-year vets—share of 
ig reactions from non-gaming 
ads and associated females. 
led eyes, scoffing, expressions of out- 
shocking demonstrations of 
... a trail of ugly scenes, 
with difficulty, at the end of 
s the inevitable closet-bound 
cardb ox, within which consoles 
dust and cartridges’ contacts cor- 


Being able to chalk game-time to 
“work” has made things easier for me, 
‘but the games themselves can be tough 
‘to justify to the girl; six-odd hours of 
death-sereams and machine-gun chatter 
filtering through my office door don't do 
much to back up my “exciting new art 
' form!” arguments. Still, my finacée is 
open minded enough that we've managed 
to have our share of bleep-blorp fun 
together, and music’s kind of her thing, so 
when | got my Guitar Hero II! package | 
figured on a good chance for some quality 
bonding over classic rockin’ tracks and 
that adorable mini Gibson. 

You know how we nerds get with new 
toys. Got that thing out of the box and 
snapped together, strapped it on and 
kind of wore it around the house for a 
while, clacking and clicking at the fret- 










buttons and strumswitch while waiting 
for the kettle to boil—pretending to pre- 
tend-play and pretend guitar. Finally, 
after dinner and a genteel cocktail 
hour—brandy toddies—the time for 
rocking was at hand. | fired up the 360 
and handed Ali the faketar. 


SHE BOBBLED IT, badly, but that’s just the 
way it goes with neophytes before they 
get the basic Guitar Hero chops down 
Scowling, she passed the axe off to.me-| 
figured I'd start with a gentle little show- 
ing of the ropes, an easy lope through 
Foghat's “Slow Ride,” one of the legendi- 
est of the games titular “Legends of 
Rock”. Hold me! Roll me! Slow ridin’ 
woman you're so fine! 

“YOU ROCK!” the game tells me. 
Avatar Judy Nails does her little fuck-you 
victory attitude dance. | look over my 
shoulder to see how my lady's reacting to 
my obviously awesome display of rock- 
reflex button-pressing skills. 

She’s weeping. Full-on, shuddering 
weeping; from the dampness of her 
cheeks, | guessed she'd been weeping 
since somewhere around the fourth repe- 
tition of “slow ride/take it easy.” 

The miniGib clatters plastic to the 
floor; no echoing clang of solidbody and 
electrified strings. “Baby, what ... 2” 

“This is sick,” she cries. “This hurts 
me! It literally makes me want to puke!” 

She runs out of the room to the 
kitchen. | figure, what the hell? Overreac- 
tion; maybe the toddies got to her head? 
Maybe some kind of horrible Foghat 


memory from back in the day? Even the 
most negative—indifferent, really— 
online snark review hadn't gone so far as 
“makes me want to puke.” | slap at the 
pause button and scramble after her to 
the kitchen. 

She's puffy and pained at the gingham- 
clothed table, still crying. “Sweetheart, 
what the hell? It’s just a game ... ” 

“It's fucking stupid! Is that what we 
worked for? Is that what it comes to after 
everything we believed in?” 

“C'mon baby ... it's a game. It's a sim- 
ple little skill and reflex game vectored 
through a caricature of Rock..." 








Well, Ali came up through old-school 
punk times, right out from the ‘70s, and 
the caricature of “rock ‘n’ roll” presented 
via Guitar Hero is anathema to everything 
she'd fought against—or thought she'd 
fought against. What remnants of “punk” 
are present in the GH aesthetic are co- 
opted cartoons of something that maybe 
meant something once ... and for Ali they 
sure as hell don’t belong mashed up with 
“rocker” styles. 

“It's sick. The Guns N’ Roses bitches 
used to spit at me, spit at my face, spit in 
my hair. My friend Rodney got beat up so 
bad by “rockers” that his ear turned 


Registered 


Massage Therapist 
JERER?> #8&€8 “X88 


uitar, major case of post-punk trauma 


black. We thought he was going to lose 
his ear” 


THOSE OLD WOUNDS (aural, spiritual) 
from old street-battles (aural, spiritual) 
are still fresh, still real, and the decontex- 
tualized cartoon iconography of Guitar 
Hero Ill'and its classic rawk-heavy track- 
list, and my blank-faced flapping at a toy 
guitar In time with music made by and for 
assholes, have triggered the girl's post- 
punk post-traumatic stress disorder. She's 
had an allergic reaction 

We fight about it for a while, me most- 
ly fighting defensively, out of shock: Gui- 

tar Hero is fun! What the hell? This is the 
reactionary conservatism of a lapsed old 
punk! Get with it! How is “Rock And Roll 
All Nite” so sacred that a dumb 
videogame can defile it? “Rock and roll’ 
is a joke, anyway 

“ROCK AND ROLL IS NOT A FUCKING 
JOKE!" - 

And then, | start to realize she’s right 
sulk back to my gaming office and half-ass- 
edly stumble through “Barracuda” out of 
sheer stubbornness, but my heart's 
nowhere near it. The plastic chunking of 
the fretbuttons and the clicking of the 
strum bar are louder than the soundtrack 
no matter how loud | crank up the TV vol- 
ume. In my first “boss battle,” against a 
smirking avatar of Rage Against the 
Machine's Tom Morello, | totally shit the 
bed out of sheer disinterest. | jab the 360 
off with my toe and toss the dinky guitroller 
onto my half-deflated beanbag chair. 

| gess punk’s not dead. w 





Get your ‘RMT’ 


i i clict 


Swedish Relaxation Massage 


provides the student with experience ina real work environ- 
can be carried out in the student's home community. 


a program provides the student with an opportunity to leam 


nassage, fascia release, stretching, history taking, orthopedic 
d treatment of pathologies of the entire musculoskeletal 
is provide the ability fo treat whiplash, headaches, law 
other conditions normally treated by highly qualified 
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Bad, but satisfying, mojo 


& | IN THE BOX 


SS | OAVEYOUNG AND TB PLAYER 
== | inthebor@veweekly.com 


Last week’ s results were good enough to 
stand on their own without explanation. 5- 
1 over the Ducks. 4-0 over the Ducks. 4-3 in 
a shootout against the LA Kings. Thats 
three wins in a row. Back in the ‘90s, the 
Oilers lost Andrei Kovalenko on a Califor- 
nia road trip. Last week in the Golden 
State they found out how to build a win- 
ning streak. 


YOU REALLY GOT ME 1977. Annie Hall 
won the Oscar for Best Picture. Star Wars 
was released {I watched it at the drive-in). 
Elvis died, and disco rubbed our faces in it. 
The older folks were listening to Fleetwood 
Mac's Rumors, while the kids were discov- 
ering Never Mind the Bollocks by the Sex 
Pistols. The Oilers were still in the WHA, 
Dave Semenko was drafted 25th overall by 
the Minnesota North Stars and Marty Rea- 
soner was just being bom. More important 
than any of this, however, was the release 
of the best movie ever made, S/apshot. 
That's right, Slapshot. Yeah, it's a silly 
movie. But it’s funny in so many ways that 
its silliness can be excused. | still think that 
it's Paul Newman's best film (yes, I've seen 
Cool Hand Luke and Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kia). The supporting cast is per- 
fect, the one-liners are non-stop, and the 
Hanson brothers are, well, the Hanson 
brothers. Originally intended as a satire 
about the violence in sport, it ended up 
being loved by players and hockey fans 
alike due to the sheer volume of hockey 
minutiae it managed to jam into every 
scene. This is remarkable in itself as the 
screenplay was written by a woman who 
admitted she didn’t even like the game. 
Now, 30 years later, after countless (and | 
mean countless) viewings, | still can’t get 
enough of it. If | see it on TV I'll watch it, 
even though | own a copy. | just can’t get 
enough. But if | had to say anything nega- 
tive at all about this movie, it would be 
this: it did lead to the worst movie ever 
made, Slapshot 2. Ouch, indeed, sir. TB 


GOOD NEWS/BAD NEWS Good News! 
Oiler sentimental favourite, local boy and 
playoff anomaly Fernando Pisani beat the 
odds and returned to action on Dec 2. He 
was dangerously close to seeing his 
career ended by a surprise diagnosis of 
ulcerative colitis. Bad News! So where's 
Ethan Moreau? BY 


DANCING IN THE STREET Because this is 
a weekly paper and a lot can change 
between In The Boxes, | just wanted to 
put something out there folks to enjoy. 
NHL Standings (as of Tue, Dec 4, 2007): 


EDMONTON OILERS 
W:13 1:14 OTL:1 PTS:27 


CALGARY FLAMES 
W211 L: 13 OTL:4 PTS: 26 


It's not a big lead. It's small and petty (and 
very bad mojo too?) to pay attention to it. 
But considering the stink of last season and 
the slightly rancid beginning of this season, 
it's a nice thing to see. While it lasts. DY 


FINISH WHAT YA STARTED This is an 
open letter to those who hate the shoot- 
out: Dear Dinosaurs, Get used to it, it 
ain't going anywhere. | know, | know, “It's 
a team game, blah, blah, history, blah, 
blah, | fear change, blah, get off my lawn, 
blah.” These are the same people that 
probably resisted the changes of the past. 
If they had their way, we'd still have 
seven skaters and wouldn't be allowed to 
make forward passes. Goalies would 
have to stay on their feet and the pucks 
would be made of wood. It’s called 
progress, people. It's a game, not a reli- 
gion. See all those people standing and 
cheering their brains out during the 
shootout? They're called fans. They pay 
for it all, and they're voting with their dol- 
lars. And as long as they continue to vote 
yes, the shootout is here to stay. It's often 
been said that a game ending in a tie is 
like kissing your sister. Think of the 
shootout as kissing your cousin—and 
she’s hot. Wait. Don’t think about it that 
way at all. In fact, forget | even said any- 
thing. 1B 
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MacEwan 


Can’t get into the program you want? 


Need to upgrade? 
MacEwan can help. 


Located at the Alberta College campus, the Preparation for University 
and College program can help you improve your high schoo! grades, 
earn university and college level credit and receive a personalized 


plan for success. 


Think MacEwan. Start in January. 
Call (780) 497-4029 for information or visit 


www.MacEwan.ca/thinkAhead. 
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+ Reduce the time you spend tieing laces to zero. Reuse you' 
comfy Blundstone boots in all seasons and in all weather. 
Recycle your current closet-full of shoes and. boots 
by donating them to those in need. Refuse to buy 
disposable fashion footwear that’s here 
today and worm out tomorrow. 















The Chisel Toe 
Available in 
Brown and Black 
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Gravity Pope - #2-10442 82nd Ave - 43971637 
Wener Shoes - 10322 Jasper Avenue - 422-2718 
SoftMoc - West Edmonton Mall - 489-5616 
Campers Village - to95!-170 Street NW ~ 484-2700 









TELUS Plaza North 
10025 Jasper Ave, 


~ Edmonton Wireless 
11315 104th Ave. 


Save On Telecom 
10603 107th Ave. 


WEST END 
S Communications Group 
10620 178th St. 


Edmonton Cellular 
14903 118th Ave. 


Johnson Wireless 
100 - 10429 178th St 


Save On Telecom 
11150 148th St 
17543 100th Ave. 


TAC Mobility 
9935 170th St 


Wireless Technology 
17508 Stony Plain Ad. 
NORTH 


Altin Mobility 
9624 165th Ave., 
13034 50th St 


Custom Ceffular 
12714 137th Ave. 


Mobility Central 
5 - 14220 Yellowhead Trail 


SOUTH 


Alberta Mike 
3424 99th St. 


Communications Group 
5926 99th St. 


Gustom Cellular 
1916 99th St. 


Edmonton Cellutar 
10309 34th Ave. 


TAC Mobility 
4515 Gateway Blvd. 


Wireless City 
5912 104th St. . 
Drayton Valley 


Dunn Right Comm 
3715 SOth St. 






Fort Saskatchewan 


Assocated Telecom 
9914 103rd St. 


9542 86th Ave. 


3 ae 
our first 6 months of 1 95 ayes 
S High Speed Enhanced for 


/mo: 5205 SOth Ave. 


St. Albert 


($35.95/mo. thereafter) Siren Cones 


30 - 200 St. Alber Rd 
Giobai Call 

20A Muir Dr. 
Save On Telecom 


less gateway ($149.95 retail value) St. Albert Centre Mall 





Sherwood Park 
greoneRa 
- Se TELUS = eee 
the future is friendly 162-26 Sraterooe Dr 
Spruce Grove 


30-96 Campsite Ad. 
2 __}116 Westland Market Mail 


or visit telus.comvgethighspeed or your nearest TELUS authorized dealer. = 
or visittelus:comm/gethighsp or your ‘ 
AUS ar nti TS — — ¥ 
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Where the mousse and the buffalo roam 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 
was having one of those days. I 
[= woken far too early by a wind 

threatening to blow down the 
house; | climbed into a shower that 
insisted on dispensing freezing slush 
instead of water; | made the compul- 
sory pot of coffee only to discover that 
1 left out the key ingredient. That was 
all before 6 am. 

Late afternoon rolled around and I 
hadn’t given dinner any thought. I 
opened the fridge. Nothing jumped 
out and begged to be eaten. My 
daughters’ rumbling stomachs and 
plummeting moods called for immedi- 
ate action. I dragged my husband 
from his hiding place and we climbed 
into the car. 

Just outside our neighbourhood, we 
spotted the Sicilian Pasta Kitchen 
South, a restaurant we had driven by 
countless times but never tried. A 
warm, inviting glow beckoned to us 
from the large windows and the car 
seemed to guide itself effortlessly into 
the parking lot. Gusts of wind pro- 
pelled us across the pavement and 
through the restaurant doors. The 
chill of the day was replaced by a wel- 
coming blast of heat and the enticing 
aroma of garlic and herbs 

After rearranging my wind-blown 
hair, I surveyed the surroundings. At 
the centre of the big, open entrance- 
way was a sizable reception desk. Just 
to the left we could see the cooks in 
their floppy black hats toiling away in 
the open kitchen. Surrounded by 
soothing earthy tones and large 
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tten nuttier with 
touch of nog. 








e captured inside these sampler boxes. 
and enjoy up to eight cups of each variety. 
le in Organie,, Botanical and Green Varleteas. 





e. (near Churchill Square, south of City Centre Mall) 


MON-THURS UNTIL 10:30PM, FAL SAT UNTIL 
11:30PM, SUN UNTIL 1OPM 


SICILIAN PASTA KITCHEN 
SOUTH 


805 SADDLEBACK AD 
435.3088 


= 
= 
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= 


murals of the Italian countryside, I felt 
like I was in a quaint outdoor court- 
yard somewhere far, far away. 

We were quickly greeted and led to 
a table of four, one of only a couple 
remaining in the busy restaurant. Just 
as we were settling in, our waitress 
greeted us with a rundown of the 
daily specials and took our drink 
orders. After some debate, my 
youngest decided on pineapple juice 
($1.50) and my oldest ordered a hot 
chocolate ($2.95). I glanced at the 
wine list but they seemed as blustery 
and energetic as the wind that day so 
it was impossible to focus. My hus- 
band came to the rescue and ordered 
a half-litre of the Cookoothama ($18) 
Australian Shiraz. 

The waitress slipped away, leaving 
us to scan the extensive menu. The 
girls were starving (and impatient) so 
we ordered a half-mushroom 
margherita pizza ($13.50) for them 
and a bowl of minestrone soup 
($4.75) for me. Thankfully, the drinks 
and a basket of fresh bread appeared 
quickly and I had a moment's peace 
Temporarily sated, my daughters 
focuswsed their attention on the open 
kitchen, giving me a chance to peruse 
the rest of the menu 










leties of our premium 


There was a wide range of pizzas, 
panini and main courses, but | was in 
the mood for pasta. I settled on the 
Borsetti ($14.50), pasta purses stuffed 
with feta and spinach and tossed with 
snow peas and spicy capicola ham. It 


Wine Tasting 
every Wednesday 
from 4 til 8 pm 


See” 


EDMONTON 
(hare cacy aoe 8B) 


came in a garlic cream sauce but I 
asked for tomato instead. My husband 
surprised me by ordering the buffalo 
special ($22.95), a 100z New York- 
style North American buffalo steak 
topped with sautéed wild mushrooms 





and served with roast potatoes and 
zucchini. 

The girls took a quick peek al th 
pizza oven and | relaxed with a !e\\ 
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JASON FOSTER /- waweekly.com 

You want to get your beer-crazed 
jnend/partner/spouse a beer-related gift 
for Christmas, but simply buying beer 
seems a little pedestrian. After all, they 
spend 30 minutes at the liquor store scan- 
ning the aisles for something new. They 
own more beer glasses than socks. You 
could buy them that Homer Simpson bottle 
opener (that says “Mmm-Beer!” when 
you pop the top), but that's just tacky. 

Have no fear, Great Head is here to 
serve as your trusty Christmas elf, offer- 
ing some creative gift ideas sure to have 
your friend grinning with beery delight. 

For years, beer companies have 
offered shirts, hats and other parapherna- 
jia. The whole beer accessory thing has 
become a bit ho-hum. However, craft 
brewers are starting to get in on the act 
and the beer bling game is going upscale. 

Most liquor stores offer gift packs. 
These are specially designed boxes with 
three or four bottles of beer and a brewery 
glass or a t-shirt. You pay a bit of a premi- 
um for the beer, but it is attractively pack- 
aged. Just remember, you can pilfer Big 
Rock or Sleemans glasses from almost any 
pub in Edmonton. Consider the line-up of 
Belgian beer packs. Belgian breweries are 
famous for creating their own ornate, 
sometimes medieval, glasses. 

There are a number of options in town, 
from Rochefort and Affligem to Kwak and 
Corsendonk. The beers are superb, the 
glasses are classy and both lend to a satis- 
fying beer-drinking experience. | have my 
eye on the Westmalle glass pack, which | 
mention in the hopes a loved one is read- 
ing this and gets an idea. The packs run 
between $20 and $30, but are worth it for 
the novelty and collection potential. 

Altematively, you could go the route of 
an exotic and rare beer for an element of 
pleasant surprise. | have two suggestions 
| guarantee your friend has not yet tried. 
The first is a seasonal beer from the 
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highly regarded Anchor Brewing in San 
Francisco. Anchor's “Our Special Ale” 
comes out only once a year and each year 
the recipe is different. This means they 
will never have had the beer before and 
will never drink it again. For the first time, 
it is available in Edmonton. 

The 2007 version pours a rich, 
mahogany brown with a light tan head that 
disappears rapidly. The first impression is 
an aroma of cinnamon, nutmeg, cardamom 
and even some spruce and a touch of cof- 
fee. Some more traditional aromas of tof- 
fee and caramel are also present. The beer 
is a fascinating blend of sweet spices and 
earthy notes. | detected a layer of spruce in 
the beer, as well as some licorice. It is one 
of a kind. | would have liked the beer 
underlying the spices to be a bit bolder, but 
no doubt, this a curious and enticing beer. 
Itruns $15.50 for six. 


HOWEVER, IF YOU want to make a big 
impression on your friend, there is only 
one direction to go. Pick up the Special 
60th Anniversary Edition of St Bernardus 
Abt 12. The Abt 12 is a Belgian beer pro- 
duced by one of the world’s most respect- 
ed breweries. It is called a “quadrupel” 
which means it is big (11% alcohol), dark, 
spicy and very complex. The brewery 
chose to celebrate its 60th birthday by 


0646 170 ST 
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St Be narbus 


brewing a very special beer 

The 750 ml bottle (with a champagne 
cork) comes in a decorative metal tin, 
much like those for expensive scotch. The 
beer inside will knock your socks off. 

It pours a deep burgundy red with a 
mountainous off-white head and classic 
Belgian lace down the side. The aroma is 
musty and fruity. | pick up raisin and plum, 
plus some molasses. The flavour is a cas- 
cade of dark fruit, caramel, toffee, brown 
Sugar and a rich spiciness. That spice is the 
highlight. It is soft and earthy, not peppery 
like many Belgian beers. The finish is sur- 
prisingly dry, aided by the beer’s substantial 
carbonation. The alcohol hides well. 

It is much like its regular-recipe name- 
sake, but drier and with an additional layer 
of complexity. | salivate at the thought of 
what it will be like in three years. 

At $24 a bottle, it is not a casual 
commitment to beer. But this is no ordi- 
nary beer. | suggest if your means allow, 
you pick up two bottles. One for drinking 
right away and the other is for saving 
for a few years. 

These are just some of the ideas on 
offer for the beer lover on your list. Head 
to one of the better liquor stores in town 
(Sherbroooke and Chateau Louis are two) 
and snoop around. You are sure to find 
something to hit the spot. w 
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TUESDAY NIGHTS 


CELTIC JAM "38 


JAM SESSION AT 9:30PM PLUS IRISH DANCERS AT 11PR 

CHR WEDNESDAY INTER 
OF ine TRACTOR PLUS go * 9:30PM * NO COVER ike 

SATURDAY AFTERNOONS WITH 


CHRIS WYNTERS & GUESTS 


SPEMD YOUR SATURDAY AFTERNOONS WITH US - 3PM 
SUNDAY NIGHTS 


OPEN STAGE « JOE BIRD 
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IN FOR OUR CELTIC ue 
Poa WITH THE MUST OF 
eTW BENDAL 
4-8 PM THIS FRI 
10616-82 AVE. 414-6766 
WWW.OBYRNES.COM 
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BROILER ¢ TAPROON 
This week check out 


ALL THE AGTION! 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 7 ST LOUIS BLUES: 
MONDAY DECEMBER 10 i DALLAS STARS 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 11 = VS_ ST LOUIS BLUES (PPV) 


THURSDAY NIGHT NFL 


BEARS V5. REDSKINS 


NEW YEARS TIGKETS 


ON SALE THIS WEEKEND! 


DOWNTOWN CALL 4231649 FOR INFO © SOUTHSIDE -CALL 405 1717 FOR INFO 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 20 
OVERTIME DOWNTOWN XMAS CUSTOMER APPRECIATION PARTY! 


FOOD AND FESTIVE DRINKS FOR ALL OUR CUSTOMERS! MORE DETAILS SOON! 


1204-111 ST WAITEMUD CROSSING 


493-1042 | 4Q8-171/ 
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Today is a good day to eat 


JAM HOSTYN / jan@veeweekly.com 
President of the United States 
has a phenomenal amount of 
power. In fact, American gover- 
nors and mayors share Bush's stagger- 
ing gift: each and every one of them, if 
they choose to do so, can declare a 
National Food Day. : 

In the US, an individual or group 
petitions any level of government and 
voila, we have another day to cele- 
brate a single epicurean delight. And 
you thought politicians’ days were full 
of trivial tasks. 

Why declare a “Day”? The media 
gets an excuse to plaster the “food of 
the day” all over and the lavish lobby- 
ing budgets of the pretzel cartel are 
justified for another year. It seems 
that this marketing tool has run 
amok: rarely does an undesignated 
day pass by any more. Canadians tend 
to follow the trend, observing the 
days as soon as they’re announced. 

October 17th was National Pasta 
Day. Check out a brief selection of the 
more bizarre and inane days that 
someone took the time to authorize 
and the funds to promote: 


January 

2-National Buffet Day: More end- 
less food is just what we need after 
the excess of the holidays. 


FANTAS 





5 Sema 


2/DAYTIMER 


5-National Whipped Cream Day: 
Actually, this one could be fun. 

6-National Shortbread Day: 
Shouldn’t this be in December? 

14-National Hot Pastrami Sandwich 


young at 
x SIRIDE 


Dining oom 


Pepto- 
ee 
= 


Day: Don’t you dare eat them cold. 
24-National Peanut Butter Day: See 
how many different kinds you can eat 
in one day-chunky, smooth, organic, 
natural, chocolate ... 
30-National Croissant Day: Choco- 
late, cheese or plain, it’s up to you. 


February 


\ 
fy 


at’ so. nin é saat” # 


sy* 


From succulent Alberta beef 
to the legendary fantasy feast 
platter to a banana split 
flambé, our creative menu will,‘ 
make your culinary fantasies “%@ 
come true. ; 


Wits 


atmosphere is friendly. 


The service is superb. 
And the table has been set. 


For reservation, 
dial 780-444-3000 








4-National Stuffed Mushroom Day: 
Unstuffed mushrooms need not apply. 

7-National Fettuccine Alfredo Day: 
Casually known as, “National Heart 
Attack on a Plate Day’. 

12-National Plum Pudding Day: In 
February? It’s hard enough to con- 
vince people to eat this at Christmas. 

13-National Tortellini Day: Look 


The Grill 


Friday Nights 


‘Belly ‘Dancers 


Saturday Nights 
Live “Music, 


Plus! 


with our 


Every entré comes 


amazing salad bar! 


10425 100 Ave. 
(780) 420-9958 





who's too special to be lumped j; 

with National Pasta Day. 
21-National Sticky Bun Day: Good 

luck finding a table today at the yj; 


__Level Diner, home of the world’s je<, 


sticky buns. 

22-National Cook a Sweet Pot), 
Day: We get off easy on this one. wy, 
just have to cook it, not eat it 


March: 

1-National Peanut Butter Love 
Day: And how is this different (ro), 
National Peanut Butter Day? 

3-National Cold Cuts Day: Fina); 
A Day devoted to nitrates. My \if- | 
complete. j 

5-National Cheese Doodle Day. ;;,, 
I the only one not familiar with ; 
cheese doodle? , 

6-National Frozen Food Day: | thin} 
you can thaw it first; just to be sat 
I'll stick with ice cream. 

11-Oatmeal Nut Waffles Da 
Couldn't they get a bit more specific? 

30-Turkey Neck Soup Day: I'll have 
to restrain myself so 1 don’t indulge in 
this sooner. 


April 

14 (Good Friday)-National Hoi 
Cross Bun Day: Finally, a Day that 
makes sense! 

15-National Glazed Ham Day 


SATISFIED | 


CUSTOMERS 


are Our best 











Eritrean/Ethiopian/Somolian Food 
Eritrian Coffee 
Organic Foods & Eritrean Teo 
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| Baked Ham with Pineap- 
really need two ham 
How about National 
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tio E Day: The beer 
's might have had a hand in 


ee Taffy Day: Also known 
‘as, “National go see your dentist after 
4 you pull out your fillings day.” 


june 
anit Day: In Canada, this must 
be Tim's day. But isn’t that every day? 


August 
}0-National S'more Day: Today 


only, you get to ask for s‘more. 


September 

}1-National Hot Cross Bun Day: 
Wait, didn’t we just have one of these 
in April? 

}8-National Play-Dough Day: I 
thought we weren't supposed to actu- 
ally eat this. 


October 

6-National Noodle Day: Perhaps 
they mean the non-pasta kind of noo- 
dle. Or this would just be redundant. 

15-National Mushroom Day: We 
don’t have to stuff them today! 

24-National Bologna Day: I’m sali- 
yating. Bologna casserole anyone? 


November 

4-National Candy Day: Hey! Retail- 
ers are just trying to get rid of their 
leftover Halloween candy. 

12-National Pizza with the Works 
Except Anchovies Day: Obviously, 
every industry in the pizza racket has 


SICILLIAN 


| CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20 


sips (well, maybe gulps) of wine. | 
like something a bit more full-bodied 
but it went down easily. In no time, 
our waitress reappeared with the 
pizza and soup. 

The minestrone was full of carrots, 
celery, cauliflower, potatoes, cabbage 
and onions swimming in a tomato- 
based broth, topped with a liberal dose 
of Parmesan. A spicy kick of garlic and 
Perhaps red pepper lingered after every 
Spoonful. ! quickly devoured it. 

The pizza was deemed “yummy.” I 
debated sneaking a smidgen but 
Wisely decided to save room. | knew | 
could have leftovers, since the bread 
had expanded inside my daughters’ 
‘sinall stomachs and left limited pizza 
space. While the waitress boxed up 
the pizza, we ordered the girls 
dessert. One chose a chocolate torte 
{ 50) with raspberry sorbet ($1.50) 
lle the other went with the cookies 
“team torte ($5.50) with chocolate 
ee cream ($1.50). 


BY THIS TIME IN OUR odaty paced meal, 
€nirees arrived. My husband's din- 
er filled his large plate, with the buffa- 
D steak taking centre Stage beneath a 
ap of 8arlicky mushrooms. I quickly 
nt a bite before he had a chance to 
*fend it. | was a bit worried it would 
este gamey but | was pleasantly sur- 


a stronger lobby group than those 
poor bastards over at Anchovy HQ. 


And finally, since most of us have 


nothing better to do in December, ~ 


check out the Days that we can eager- 
ly anticipate this month. Have fun 
with them! Challenge yourself to eat 
the designated food every day (kind of 
like the All-Bran Two Week Challenge, 
only longer and less messy). Enjoy, 
and pass the Pepto. 


December 

6-National Gazpacho Day 

7-National Cotton Candy Day 

8-National Brownie Day 

9-National Pastry Day 

11-National Noodle-Ring Day 
(What the hell?) 

12-National Ambrosia Day 

13-National Cocoa Day 

14-National Bouillabaisse Day 

15-National Lemon Cupcake Day 

16-National Chocolate-Covered 
Anything Day (It sounds like I made 
that up, doesn’t it?) 

18-National Roast Suckling Pig Day 

21-National French Fried Shrimp 
Day 

23-National Pfeffernuesse Day 
(Which nation was this, again?) 

24-National Egg Nog Day 

25-National Pumpkin Pie Day 

26-National Candy Cane Day 

27-National Fruitcake Day 

30-National Bicarbonate of Soda 
Day (Huh?) 


Oh, and I didn’t eat pasta on 
National Pasta Day. | felt like pota- 
toes. I’m such a rebel. v 


prised; it was tender, lean and similar 
to a dense rib eye. The lightly sautéed 
chunks of zucchini and tender potatoes 
accented the steak nicely. The combi- 
nation was comfort food at its finest. 

My generous portion of borsetti 
threatened to spill from the huge 
bowl. Chunks of tomato, slivers of 
ham and pieces of snow peas all min- 
gled together with large “ghost- 
shaped” (as my daughter called them) 
parcels of pasta. The feta was milder 
than I was expecting but worked well 
with the spicy ham and fiery garlic. 
The snow peas were perfectly cooked, 
their crunch contrasting nicely with 
the pillowy softness of the cheese. 

I was delighted with my pasta, but 
easily distracted when the desserts 
arrived. Both were rich, chocolatey 
and addictive, but the cookies & 
cream torte won my heart. Dense, 
fudge-y layers of chocolate cake and 
rich, creamy layers of chocolate with 
sweet mousse combined to create an 
irresistible temptation. My pasta was 
forgotten and I battled my daughter to 
see who possessed the quickest fork 

Pleasantly stuffed, we paid our bill 
($100.33), grabbed our leftovers and 
made our way back out into the blus- 
tery night. After such an enjoyable 
meal, the wind felt more invigorating 
than annoying. Tomorrow, the wind 
would subside, there were leftovers in 
the fridge and we had found a new 
haven nearby. The day turned out all 
right after all. w 
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Americon Cuisine 
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BF yOu re in the mood for 


check out our new website at 
www.teddys.ca 


mail teda alaced ai com 


11361 Jasper Ave. 


For reservations call 


488-0984 
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Go. 


ERIN MIKALUK / erin@vueweekly.com 

wanted to do something special 
[« my birthday this year, and it’s 

just not a birthday without dinner 
out on the town. | looked for some- 
where unique as I scanned the restau- 
rants listed on West Edmonton Mall's 
website. A bright red “new” marked 
the perfect destination. 

Mr Mikes Steakhouse & Bar 
may be one of the older steakhouse 
chains, dating back to 1960, but it’s 
the new kid on the block on West 
Edmonton Mall’s Bourbon Street. We 
stepped out of the chaotic WEM rush 
and into the soothing interior of Mr 
Mikes. We had expected a wait at 6 
pm on Grey Cup Sunday, but we were 
immediately taken upstairs and seat- 
ed at a comfortable leather booth 
overlooking the ground floor. 


‘est 


MON. SAT UNTIL) PM, SUN UNTIL 10 PM 
oe STEAKHOUSE & 


BAI 
BOURBON STREET, WEST EDMONTON MALL 
41135 


STEAKHOUSE 


Finished in natural woods, stone, 
and deep earth tones, the two-level 
dining area provided an immediate 
sense of calm. It wasn’t something I 
expected from a steakhouse. 

1 was dining in a rustic lodge, com- 
plete with fireplaces, waterfall and a 
kayak hanging on the wall. “It’s a 
West Coast Thing!” is written on every 
wall in the restaurant. The motto 
promises to bring the adventurous 
spirit of the Canadian west coast 
through high quality food, specially 


This holiday season... 


Show 


chosen drinks and a relaxing, causal 
atmosphere. Nelly Furtado crooned 


you care! 





In partnership with the Salvation Army, Denny’‘s would like to help 


you help those in need. Between December 1 and December 24, you will 


receive a 20% off coupon if you bring in a new, unwrapped toy to any 


Denny’s restaurant. 


Always Right! 





Giving Hope Today 


Let’s make this Christmas special for everyone! 


BRITISH COLUMBIA Worth Vancouver 


1296 West Broadway 


Edmonton 


Burnaby 2050 Marine Dr. 622 SW Marine Dr. 10803 104 Ave. NW 
S605 Kingsway Penticton Vernon 3604 Gateway Bid. N 
Coquitiam 939 Burnaby Ave W 4201 32nd St 5011 25th Ave. 

500 Austin Ave, Prince George Victoria 17635 Stony Plain Rd, 
Cranbrook 1650 Central St. 3100 Douglas St. 975 Broadmoor Bid. 


405 Cranbrook St Port Coquitlam 


Willlams Lake 


Grande Prairie 


softly in the background as our server 
delivered our menus. 

My husband had heard about 
Antler Ale, brewed just for Mr Mikes 
in the Okanagan, and promptly 
requested a pitcher ($15.99). Light 
and refreshing with a dry finish, it 
would be the perfect partner to the 
peppery steaks we were about to 
devour. We also ordered a plate of 
Shrimp Stuffed Shrooms ($8.99) to 
start us off. 

A flip through the menu revealed 
everything from steaks and burgers to 
chicken and ribs to seafood and noo- 
dle bowls—all with their own West 
Coast twist. I asked the server for her 
recommendation and was easily 
swayed into ordering the filet mignon 
($25.99). My husband followed suit 
and went with the New York Sirloin 
with peppercorn sauce ($22.99). As 
we waited for our food, I couldn't help 
but notice two very interesting pieces 
of photographic art on the walls. 

One pictured a man sitting on the 
edge of a dock, wearing only antlers 
and his underwear, The other was of 
three men, again sporting only antlers 
and underwear, rowing a canoe. I 
later learned that these peculiar men 
were none other than the co-founders 
of Mr Mikes, Hmm ... do all people 
dress like that on the West Coast? The 
art certainly added an unexpected 
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port of the Edmonton Food Bank contin- 
ues until December 19. To date, the drive 
has raised over a half-million dollars for 


the goal is 8000 turkeys or $160 000. 
Lilydale will donate 50 cents out of every 
turkey sold to the Turkey Drive. Grab a 
frozen gobbler, a non-perishable food 
item or cash/cheque, and donate at CBC 
in the City Centre Mall, local food banks 


TURKEY 
The 12th Annual CBC Turkey Drive in sup- 


he 


Edmonton and area food banks. This year, — 


oast), young man 





flare to the restaurant's relaxed deco 
but was forgotten with the arrival «/ 
our appetizer. 


SERVED IN A BROWN escargot hoide: 
the shrimp-stuffed mushrooms wer 
piled so high with toppings that 

questioned whether there were act: 

ally any “shrooms’” within. | slow| 

uncovered eight of the soft and juicy 
veggies hidden under layers 9; 
cheese. We dove in. 

The first bite had a little bit of all 
the ingredients, and the flavours 
unfolded as we chewed. Baby tige: 
shrimp, green onions, cream chees 
and Parmesan made a mouth-water- 
ing combination and paired beautitul- 
ly with the bold mushrooms 
Normally, the topping would be the 
sidekick, but the creamy blend took 
centre stage on my palate. The mush 
rooms were long gone and | was 
scraping up the last bit of cheesy 
goodness when our steaks arrived 

Piping hot and presented ona 
square, white plate, my filet mignon 
looked every bit as tantalizing as !d 
imagined. A light peppercorn sauce 
was spread over and under the steak, 
enveloping it in just enough sauce lo 
cover—and be soaked up by— th 
meat. A fluffy heap of garlic mashed 
(red) potatoes and three large, golden 
onion rings completed the plate. We 


or participating YMCAs. Donate online <t | 
cbe.ca/edmonton. | 


REVOLUTIONIZE YOUR DINNER 
Dinner Revolution has Appetizer Nights 
and a range of side dishes or desseris \° | 
make your holiday get-together unto 
gettable. Swing by alone or with a grou? 
of friends to assemble the Make, Jake 
and Bake ideas, or have them pl! 
‘together before you arrive. Check out the 
December menu (including Feslv’ 

anberry Meatballs and Grand Marnie’ 
Chicken) online at dinnerrevolution.co™ 
Think about a gift card for anyone Ww! 
enjoys fine food but is too busy to cook | 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culina'y | 
happenings around town. Got an eve"! 
an announcement or some substantia" 
ed gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.co” 
or fax 426.2889. 
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‘ ‘our steak knives and began to 
‘cut, combining small folds of mashed 
with each bite of juicy steak. 

Grilling the steaks over an open 
flame had given them a smokiness 
that was complimented, but not over- 
whelmed, by the tangy sweetness of 
the sauce. Done medium-well, my 
steak had a light pink centre with a 
fully-cooked outer shell. It didn’t seem 
to have a bit of fat on it. The clear win- 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christopher@vueweekly.com 
ish Weekly gets the occasional 
Dez about where to eat 
in Edmonton. We try not to 
make too much fun of them, since if 
they read the section as religiously as 


the rest of our readers, they would 
already know. 


Dear Dish Weekly, 

My office is planning to go for dinner 
before we all leave for Christmas, and 
we're trying to pick a restaurant. In 
order to deflect the guy who wants to 
go to the Keg, can you recommend a 
good non-chain restaurant for us to 
visit? We are near NAIT, but could really 
head anywhere that we need to. 
Thanks—we have been strapped for 
good ideas for the past week. 


For the money and ambience, the 
closest indie thing Edmonton has to 
the chain joints is the Homefire Grill 
in the west end. However, if you're 
near downtown, hit 4th and Vine. 

if you can sell Italian, Tesoro is in 
Oliver Village and Brewsters is near- 
by if you want a busy, pub-like 
atmosphere. You do know that the 
best value for a boisterous group is 
Greek, right? Cosmos is on 124th, 
with belly dancers and plate break- 
ing. Order the combination platter 
and some wine for everyone and 
enjoy. If the group is far cooler and 
more adventurous than | believe 
they are, you would be a fool to 
Miss out on a night at Spago 
Restaurante Portugués. 

If they can afford the Keg, they can 
afford 4th and Vine. Treat yourself to 
@ flight of wine and find out about 


‘their Movie Nights on Sundays. Let 
™e know how it goes. 














ner, however, was the mashed pota- 
toes. Flakes of red skin brought tiny 
bursts of flavour into each creamy bite. 
A subtle hint of garlic meshed wonder- 
fully with the peppercorn sauce, which 
served double duty as gravy. 

After finishing every bite, | was just 
about ready to burst. I even nearly 
rejected our server's offer to bring the 
dessert menu. My husband had other 
plans. He ordered us the most rich 


and chocolaty dessert available for 
my birthday. 

The Brownie Heaven ($6.99) was 
true to its name. A heaping bowl of 
warm, bite-size brownies and vanilla 
ice cream was topped with a light 
whipped cream, strawberries and a 
sprinkle of almonds. It was to die for. 
Each mouthful was pure ecstasy and 
we gobbled up the entire bowl ina 
few short minutes. 

We paid the $95 bill (including tax 
and tip) and stepped back into the 
bustle of Bourbon Street. Dinner at 
Mr Mikes was exactly what I was 
looking for and a great way to cele- 
brate my birthday. Next time | feel the 
urge to escape to the Pacific, I think 
I'll make a stop at Mikes. It’s a West 
Coast thing. w 





Advice for the aspiring 


2|ADVICE 


Dear Dish Weekly, 

My group of girlfriends has finally 
agreed to a date and time for our 
Christmas get-together. We're leaving 
hubbies and kids at home and we want 
@ night on the town. We're a big group 
with several different tastes; we like 
chatting, drinking and chatting some 
more. Where should we go? 


First of all, chastise the group for not 
settling on a date and time in Septem- 
ber. All the party rooms are booked by 
now, so if you don’t want to embarrass 
yourself with a maitre d’s mocking 
laughter, don’t bother calling around. 
Have you considered a take-out feast? 

Culina offers gourmet frozen din- 
ners, sO a smaller group can have 
exactly what they want for under $15 
a plate. With a larger group, however, 
you'll have to make the party a “Bring 
Your Own Toaster Oven” in order to 
cook each one for up to 40 minutes. 
Some of the Italian restaurants offer 
family-style meals, so ordering one 
for take-out might fly if you give the 
restaurant a couple of days notice. Try 
Sorrentino’s, the Sicilian Pasta 
Kitchen or Rigoletto’s. 

Your best bet is going to be a pizza 
and wine night, so call up Funky Pick- 
le for their thin-crust pies with 
flavourful toppings or enjoy Chicago 
Deep Dish’s thick-crust slabs of bliss. 
Either way, give them a little notice if 
you're feeding more than 10 people. 

For a varied set of palates, choose a 
varied flight of wines, starting from an 
inoffensive blush and a sweet white 


gourmand 


wine to a more fruity red and the 
most nuanced labels. Pick up an 
Obikwa Rosé, an XOXO Chardonnay 
Semillion, a Rosemount Shiraz 
Grenache and the Lirac from Chateau 
saint-Roch. Have a great night: don’t 
drink and drive. 


Dear Dish Weekly, 

I want a place to take this girl I met, 
but we're both sick of all this Christmas 
bullshit. I don’t have a lot of cash, so it 
can’t be too pricey, but I want her to put 
out afterwards. Where should we go? 


Well, you could always take her to 
McDonald's and stop at the liquor 
store on the way home. If you want to 
impress the girl while not breaking 
the bank and avoiding the holiday 
cheer that infests so many of Edmon- 
ton’s establishments, though, there 
are options for that, too. 

Consider Delux Burger Bar. Their 
“modem diner fare” tops out under $20 
and you won't find a better burger in 
town. They are also far too trendy to 
bother with much in the way of sea- 
sonal schlock. Dazzle her with the lob- 
ster Havarti nacho platter and order 
from a stylish list of retro drinks: you 
should get out of there for under $60. 

Just down the block from Delux is 
the best Italian restaurant in Edmon- 
ton. Not too expensive and with an 
ambiance that is guaranteed to thaw 
the iciest of queens, make reservations 
at PiccoLino and make sure you have 
something for breakfast waiting in the 
fridge Send me a thank you card 


Do you have a question for Dish Week- 
ly? Read the section. If the answers you 
seek aren’t in there, e-mail dish@ 
vueweekly.com Ww 


next week. 
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Tom Wood gets his humbug on again 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 

obody gets their bah-humbug 
N:« quite like Tom Wood does. 

He’s been fleshing out the 
grinchy role of Ebenezer Scrooge in A 
Christmas Carol for just shy of a 
decade now—although he’s shared 
the character's moody holiday senti- 
ments for a lot longer than that. 

“| know this sounds pap, [but] 
when I was in University, | sneered 
at Christmas,” he admits. “I was 
young and callous, and didn’t think 
it was cool. I thought it was sort of 
stupid. Then when I became an 
actor, I travelled all around Canada, 
and lived out of a suitcase for a long 
time ... I wasn’t around my family 
{at Christmas].” 

How fitting that he pulleda 
Scrooge-like reversal of his own, 
adapting Charles Dickens's classic 
story of the spectral intervention that 
turned one holiday grouch into a fes- 
tive good guy. But Wood doesn’t 
shoulder the crotchety role alone: Fel- 
low actor John Wright plays Scrooge 
for seven of the shows. 

Sharing the part gives Wood a 
chance to rest during the run. With so 
much riding on that one role, splitting 


THU, DEC 6 - SUN, DEC 23 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
DIRECTED BY BOB BAKER 

ADAPTED BY AND STARRING TOM WOOD 
CITADEL THEATRE (MACLAB THEATRE) $883 


it in half ensures that the curtain will 
rise, even if he becomes as sick as 
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Tiny Tim. 

“The first year, I did all the perform- 
ances, and | started to get sick in the 
middle of the run,” he recalls. “There 
was a Chance we were going to can- 
cel some of the performances because 
I was really ill—I could hardly talk. I 
got through, but it was a decision 





made then that we would always do it 
with two Scrooges: First of all, so I 
only did six [shows] maximum a 
week, and that if anything went 
wrong, John was there.” 


THERE'S A LOT RIDING on the show; A 


Christmas Carol's yearly showing has 







SINBAD / 32 |= 


become a holiday tradition unto \, 
According to Wood, some avid ; 
return for each successive yea; , 
sometimes twice per season. T 
the story manages to retain it’s m5 
time after time—although Woo 
admits that it’s getting harder to ke, 
it fresh for himself, But in the spiri\ 9; 
the season and A Christmu 
Wood's always willing to revis 
grouchy roots, even as he app 
Scrooge's age. 

“Every year it’s a little har: 
knock all the crust off, and 
make it new,” he says. “[But} in t} 
play, that’s my real big job. 1 ha 
kinds of techniques, and | usual 
myself a different objective 
night: I look at what are the | 
need to do, and | try to make those 
fresh and clean. | try to start fro 
zero; It’s impossible, but | try to 
what's coming next. 

“That's why | think acting contin 
to be interesting [to me]. !'m 5 
as you continue to act, it’s like greal 
anything, music or writing: it’s a grea 
challenge. [Now that] this play's stan 
ed, I know that every year it's th 
thing that gets me in the Christmas 
spirit.” vw 









‘Mmm mmm, that is a tasty green onion cake! 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
reliminary suggestion for the 
Pe Fringe edition of the Die- 
Nasty drinking game: take a 
drink every time someone makes a 
joke about getting “lei’d.” Even if you 
come up with no other rule sugges- 
tions between now and next August, 
there is simply no way you will walk 
out of the Varscona Theatre sober 
should you choose to participate. 
Fringe Theatre Adventures revealed 
the theme for the 2008 version of the 
Edmonton International Fringe 
Theatre Festival—coloquially known 
as the Fringe, of course—last Monday 
at the Next Act Pub, and went Hawai- 
ian with it, revealing that their 27th 


Your 1** choice for 


Practical Nurse 
education! 


NorQuest’s Practical Nurse Diploma is 
the largest in Canada! Apply now! 


FRINGE 
LOTTERY 


edition would be known as The Big 
Kahuna. The theme disappointed 
local critics (or, well, me) by not con- 
tinuing 2007’s James Bond theme 
despite taking place in a year with an 
entirely name-appropriate numeral— 
Octofringey: seriously, tell me that’s 
not a fantastic name—but as the 
organization learned with their brand 
new ticket system this year, there’s 
simply no pleasing all of the people all 


FRINGE 


of the time. 


SLIGHTLY MORE IMPORTANT to the 


dozens who packed the actors’ hang- 
out was the Fringe lottery, the annual 
drawing of names that decides who 
will get a slot in the upcoming festival 
and who will spend the next year 
complaining about the obvious 
inequities of the lottery system. With 
Fringe favourite Dancing Man on 
hand to provide commentary, includ- 
ing the annual running joke about 
plays named “TBA,” a number of 
familiar faces heard their names 
called, guaranteeing a slot at next 
year’s Fringe. 

Wayne Paquette’s Blarney Produc- 


Earn your diploma with a college that offers: 

+ 99% employment rate 

* Highly equipped skill learning labs 

+ Exceptional learner support services 
NorQuest Practical Nurse graduates have 
excellent opportunities for further specialization 
in the health-care field! 


tions, which has taken home three 
Sterling awards in the past two 
years for Afterplay and The Christian 
Brothers—and stands a decent 
chance of adding to that total come 
June—got in, as did Fringe 
favourites Northern Sabbatical 
(Spring Alibi, True Grid), and Gor- 
don’s Big Bald Head (the comedy 
duo of Mark Meer and Jacob Bani- 
gan). Last Night productions is back 
after two successful shows in Hospi- 
tality Suite—fun, tagentially related 
fact: in 1999 that play was turned 
into a movie starring Kevin Spacey 
and Danny DeVito called The Big 
Kahuna—and Our Kind of Love is an 
Ugly Love, while Panties Productions 


YorQuestr,  — 
a CareeF starts here. - 
Call (780) 4-6006 
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will remount Belinda Cornish’s Ster- 
ling-nominated play Diamond Dog 

Several familiar names were also 
pulled for the waiting list, in luding 
System Theatre (The Creation 0 the 
World and Other Business), Ribb'' 
Republic (Water), Leahtard (Nobodys 
Story), Schnook (The Play J Did «! Last 
Year's Fringe) and the perennial Fnngt 
favourite, Guys in Disguise. Most 0! 
these companies will either have \° 
hope for a horrific roof collapse a! this 
year's Sterlings, suck up to someone 
who can't use their slot or try to 3" 
into BYOVs to have a show at te 
Fringe this year, though it's worth not 
ing that the latter two actually happe" 
a fair amount. ¥ 











yen, Schmidt, smack their Bitch up 











“44 


i 


GAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com - 
I would have been pretty easy for 





Darrin Hagen to slack off while 

writing BitchSlap!; honestly, the 
story of two of Hollywood's most 
famously catty woman—both drag 
icons, ineidentally—could pretty much 
just be a dramatic retelling of some of 
their best one-liners and it would 
have the audience howling, so long as 
it was delivered with sufficient bitch 
(which Hagen and co-star Trevor 
Schmidt most certainly have). 

Still, while it might have been just 
as amusing, it would hardly have 
been as satisfying if Hagen left it at 
that. Though the venom-spitting 
repartee between screen icons Joan 
Crawford (Hagen) and Bette Davis 
(Schmidt) is certainly at the centre of 
BitchSlap!, in the midst of all that 
bitchiness Hagen manages to fit a 
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BITCHSLAP! 

DVRECTED BY TREVOR SCHMIDT 

WRITTEN BY DARIN HAGEN 

STARRING HAGEN, SCHMIDT, AINA STEWART 
OXY THEATRE (10708 124, $16 $25 


love letter to old Hollywood, a sub- 
dued critique of modern tabloids and 
a fairly poignant story about what 
people, particularly women, have to 
give up to get to the top. That there 
are scathing insults aplenty just 
makes it more fun. 

Centering mostly on their infamous 
(and only) appearance together in 
Whatever Happened to Baby Jane?—a 
shoot that supposedly had the pair 
tormenting each other non-stop, from 
Davis's overzealous “stage” fighting to 
Crawford surreptitiously hiding 
weights on her person when the 
scene called for her to be carried by 
Davis—the play is framed by gossip 
columnist Hedda Hopper (Davina 
Stewart, who may have been born 
about a half-century too late), who 
serves as a combination of biogra- 


pher, stenographer and a voice of 


detached reason. Where Crawford 
and Davis tend to do nothing but 
attack each other's throats, Hopper is 
around to remind us that there's a lot 
more to the feud than two women 
eviscerating each other 


THE PLAY COULD probably stand for a 


bit more of that, actually: for instance, 





Hagen seems entirely uninterested in 


exploring the disconnect between 


having two men play the roles of two 
infamously strong women, which 
makes sense given his hi y, but 
does mean the fact is just hanging 
there, hoping you'll ignore it. As well, 
though he caps the play with an infa- 
mous clip from Baby Jane—"You mean 
all this time we could have been 
friends?”—he doesn’t spend much 
time exploring the myriad similarities 
between the two, which no doubt 
helped fuel the feud 

Still, the depth and breadth Hagen 
does put in the play is elevating, and 
ultimately when it comes right down 
to it it’s that womanly evisceration 
that carries most of the play, and that 
is spot-on. I suppose Hagen and 
Schmidt only deserve half the credit 
here—a decent number of their lines 
are pulled straight from what Davis 
and Crawford actually said about each 
other—but they tackle their catfight- 
ing with a high-heeled gusto, only 
made funnier by the fact they capture 
the iconic spirit of both actresses so 
well. When Schmidt's Davis belts out 
a stepping-on-the-cat rendition of 
“I've Written a Letter to Daddy” as 
Hagen’s Crawford attempts to explain 
what she wants from the director, the 
stately elegance both give their char- 
acters is turned on its ear, and the 
scene is all the funnier for realistically 
tuming two glamorous leading ladies 
into bickering children. w 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING DEC 6, 2007 
1. Corb Lund —Horse Soldier! Horse Soldier! (stony plain) 
2. Robert Plant & Alison Krauss — Raising Sound (rounder) 
3. Iron& Wine - The Shepherds Dog (sub pop) 
4. Sam Baker-— Pretty World (sam baker) 
5 Neil Young- Chrome Dreams 2 (reprise) 
6. Bruce Springsteen - Magic (columbia) 
7. Mary Gauthier — Between Daylight And Dark (lost highway) 
8. Compadres - Buddy Where You Been? (compadres) 
9. Ween - La Cucaracha (chocodog) 
10. The Weakerthans — Reunion Tour (anti) 
11.Sigur Ros — Hvart (x!) 
12. MLA. - Kala (x!) 
13.Stars - In Our Bedroom After The War (arts & crafts) 
14.Steve Earle - Washington Square Serenade (new west) 
15.The Sadies - New Seasons (outside) 
16.Samantha Schultz - Both Sides (samantha schultz) 
17. Buck 65 — Situation (wamer) 
18. Mark Knopfier- Kill To Get Crimson (mercury) 
19. Chip Taylor & Carrie Rodriguez — Live From The Ruhr Triennale (trainwreck) 
20.Eddie Vedder — Into The Wild (| records) 
21,Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings - 100 Days 100 Nights (daptone) 
22. Dion - Son Of Skip James (the orchard) 
23. Bettye LaVette - The Scene Of The Crime (anti) 
24. Pinback — Autumn Of The Seraphs (touch & go) 
25.Cuff The Duke — Sidelines Of The City (hardwood) 
26. New Pomographers - Challengers (last gang) 
27.Shuyler Jansen - Today's Remains (black hen) 
28. O.S.T. - I'm Not There (columbia) 
29, High On Fire - Death Is This Communion (relapse) 
30. Underworld — Oblivion With Bells (side one) 


ALEX CUBR 


ANGUA DEL POZO 


Agua Del Pozo, the sophomore 
album by Alex Cuba, the most 
exciting and innovative music 
to represent Cuba in decades. 
The album had been nominated 
for 2 Canadian Folk Music 
Awards, Best World Album | 
Solo & Best Producer. 


wave sure To FRIEND US at MYSPACE.COM/MEGATURE 
10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 






Step into The Vinyl Cafe 
for some brussel sprouts 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vacweekly.com 
f e honour our serious 
writers with laurels, and 
our humourists with 
brussel sprouts,” claims Charlotte's Web 
author EB White, although Stuart 
McLean hasn't done too badly in the 
mismatched shoes of one who peddles 
written comedy. He spouts the White 
quote above during our conversation, 
but three different book collections of 
McLean’s radio show, The Vinyl Café, 
have won the Stephen Leacock Memo- 
rial Medal for Humour—recognition 


s SUN, DEC 9 (3 PM, 7:30 Pht) 


= | AVINYL CAFE CHRISTMAS 
Fo | FEATURING STUART MCLEAN 
Cx | JUBILEE AUDITORIUM (4250-4750 


that’s little more substantial than orb- 
like vegetables. 

McLean does come off as genuinely 
modest; his writing's alive with 
colourful characters and hilarious-yet- 
completely-feasible situations, but 
you'd be hard-pressed to find him 
nestled in there as a character. To 
him, the story being told trumps the 
one telling it. 


want my writing to be noticeable; I 
want the language to be transparent, 
so the message behind the story is 
what resonates.” 

McLean's popular fiction isn’t a 
result of a lifetime of crafting charac- 


DMOHTOH 


“I try to make the narrator disap- 
pear in my fiction,” he says. “I don't 
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own path - and reach your full potential. 


INFORMATION SESSION 
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spending his youth infatuated witt 
radio, he developed his writing voic: 
working as a journalist for CBC. La\ 
he became a frequent columnist and 
guest host on Peter Gzowski’s popular 
but now-defunct Morningside show 
Writing fiction didn’t come into pi: 
until much later in McLean's life, with 
his journalistic career acting as 
training ground. 

“As an artist, | was always wanting 
to skate on thin ice,” he says. “When 
ever I was able to do something rea- 
sonably well, or as well as | could, | 
looked around for something else \ 
do. So after 20 years of apprentice 
ship, I began doing [The Viny! Café] 

“In the early days, some of th 
stories were autobiographical 
continues. “But you very quickly run 
out of your interesting stories. |v 
used up all the details of my lil’ 
and the characters are more cleat!) 
defined now; I know these charac 
ters, they've asserted themselves 
and have their own world—ane 
understanding of the world—thal’s 
not mine.” 


IT WAS THE VINYL CAFE that reo! 
established McLean as a Canadian 
personality, with the stories of Davé 
and Morley, his most popular chara‘ 
ters, gathering him praise like 
many boiled, mushy vegetables. ‘"" 
although he himself may be abs¢t! 
from the stories, fans of The viny! 
Café, might know McLean better thal 
they think they do. 

“Everything comes through me if 
some way. So it’s limited at the fur 
thest borders of my imagination 0!" 
possible, or research, and my under 
standing of others. The universe thal! 
have chosen to create is a unive!™ 
that I’m comfortable with, [andl its@ 
world that shares my world vision 
and my values for the most pat! 
While the details aren't me. if yur 
know the stories, you could easily *” 
that you know me." W 
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| love giving books. Immensely. I'm no 
great champion of the consumer event 
we like to call Christmas, but if it didn’t 
exist I'd have to invent it, just for an 
annual excuse to give a bunch of people | 
love more stuff to read. |’m perpetually 
eager to play book-reader matchmaker. | 
have a gluttonous appetite for spine fin- 
gering. !'ve even accepted book-finding 
assignments for friends searching for 
gifts for people | don’t even know. 

ft helps that book shopping is one of the 
very, very few kinds of shopping ! actually 
enjoy, especially if it means haunting used 
bookstores. They promise a certain kind of 
adventure. You enter a room enveloped 
with printed texts, uncertain what you 
might find yet hopeful that somewhere 
there hides some tome that might give 


hours or even days of transporting pleas- 
ure to somebody—after all, there's so 
damn many of them! In so many different 
editions! Even for the most well-read 
recipient, | defy you to leave a concerted 
book hunt empty-handed. 

Having said all that, there is of course 
something comforting and, let’s face it, 
handy, about guides and encyclopedias, 
about books about books, about those 
books for the reader who's read (seeming- 
ly) everything. And the most satisfying 
such guide I’ve come across of late is 
1000 Books to Change Your Life (Time 
Out, $22.50). Sounds like self-help, | 
know, but rest assured, 1000 Books is 
neither prescriptive nor dull, rather, its 
both smart and irreverent, selective and 
inclusive, and can be done justice in quick 
dips or one extended immersion. It's also 
heavily illustrated if you go for that kind 
of thing, and has a nice variety of voices 
contributing to its scope of pithy essays, 
informative lists and personal homage. 

Taking inspiration from Shakespeare's 


Wood case for young artists 





“Seven ages of man” speech from As You 
Like It, 1000 Books is divided into seven 
parts that span mortal life—and beyond, 
with a fascinating essay about genetic 
determinism fleshing out the section on 
birth and another about ghosts in the sec- 
tion on death. This structure allows for a 
broad range of themes that can individu- 
ally be considered with great specificity. 
And it’s sometimes surprising to learn 
which themes are under or over-repre- 
Sented in literary history once you begin 
to sniff around for them. 


WHILE KATE CLANCHY draws out atten- 
tion to the relative dearth of canonical lit- 
erature that addresses childbirth and 
motherhood, Kenan Malik takes us through 
a breezy history of texts tackling evolution 
and its inevitable implications on our indi- 
vidual make-up, citing works from Darwin 
to Dawkins and their numerous opponents. 
Likewise Michael Hodges takes us through 
the remarkably consistent ongoing fiction- 
alization of war from the late 19th century 
to the present, just before Tim Newark 
concludes that there has never been a sin- 
gle war that's been accurately represented 
in popular writing, and in doing so reminds 
less disposed readers that military history 
is among the most vital, iconoclastic liter- 
ary genres around. 

Dave Hill begins a rousing essay on 
Masculinity with the wry observation 
that, seen in a certain light, there are no 
books in existence that are not, in one 
Way or another, about men. And adding to 
the list of genres you might forget you 






like, Jason Cowley’s subsequent essay on 
Sports fiction reminded this anti-athlete 
at least that sports has provided the cru- 
cial milieu for some of the greatest fiction 
in the history of American letters—look 
No further than Richard Ford (The Sports- 
writer) or Don DeLillo (Underworld). 

There's also a delicious essay, in the 
middle-age section, on the topic of cities, 
which does happen to be one of my 
favourite literary themes. Nicholas Royle 
Notes how writers “adapt and remake the 
city in many different ways. Kim Stanley 
Robinson turns it white in his story 
‘Zurich,’ while in ‘Ultima Thule’ Gareth 
Evans makes London disappear.” And 
before the opening paragraph closes 
Royle will of course introduce The New 
York Trilogy and the arcane geometries 
Paul Auster so memorably develops with- 
in its labyrinthine grid. 

As with virtually any guide of this sort, 
there are some notable absentees: How 
Can We discuss war without James Jones 
or Journey to the End of the Nighf Crime 
without Jim Thompson? Or, most glaring- 
ly, cities without Italo Calvino’s quintes- 
sential /nvisible Cities? But, if anything, 
such omissions simply prove the happy 
fact that great literature is too uncontain- 
able even for a survey that promises to 
propose a thousand titles. And in this we 
should note the one caveat that should 
accompany 17000 Books to Change Your 
Life: with all the great books being dis- 
cussed here, your hunting list for next 
Christmas is doomed to expand in unruly 
directions. w 





THE 
SEASON 


THE 


MOST 


COMPREHENSIVE 


GUIDE 


EVERYTHING 
HAPPENING IN 
PERFORMING 


ARTS! 


ALL AVAILABLE AT 
VUEWEEKLY.COM 








88 items including 42 coloured pencils, 

12 markers, 16 oil pastels, 2 paintbrushes, 

12 watercolour cokes, | palette, 1 pencil 
shorpener, 1 eraser ond | bottle of glue. OD002 





12x 12° scrapbooking set 
Album, papers, ribbcns, assorted stickers 


Eosel ond paint set 
cond omoments, knife and glue. KITP48, KITP49 


3 media: oil, acrylic and watercolour. RBAM6048 





/ r : i 
Wy ) : 





ARTS 


DECG-DEC 12,2007 \7UIE WEEK 29 





The enigma variations of Scott Cumberland’s Somewhere In Between 


, MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychriste@vueweekly.com 
° cott Cumberland offhandedly 
Ss of being afflicted with a 
“lust for the abstract,” but the 
works in Somewhere In Between, 
the visual thesis for his MFA Painting, 
manifest the truth of his remark. Each 
piece is the result of a meticulous 
exploration of an “informed accident” 
of technique that presented itself as a 
through-line for his show—jewel-like, 
fluid ribbons of vivid colour twisting 
across his canvases—a beckoning 
illusion of dimensionality writhing off 
a flatness the painter has likewise 
engineered, Cumberland’s paintings 
play out in incremental variations of 
this relationship, depending on the 
alchemy of composition, colour, tex- 
ture, and scale of each piece. 

Somewhere In Between reflects these 
negotiations of definition, dynamic 
moments where choices are presented 
but not yet solidified. The title also ref- 
erences Cumberland's prairie roots, a 
recognition of the flatness of the 
Saskatchewan landscape of his child- 
hood, which continues to influence his 
affection for modernist art. 

“I like to think of it as ‘ribbon 
candy’—sweet and pleasurable,” 
Cumberland says of the cheerfully 
violent swirls of intense hues dancing 
across his paintings. “The ribbons 
allude to a slight volume, a relation- 
ship between the flat surface and this 
dimension. | wanted to let these rib- 
bons be free and feel different, and 
different surfaces containing them 
was a way of acknowledging that.” 


but 


= 


THROUGH SAT, DEC 15 


SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN 
SCOTT CUMBERLAND'S FAL EXHIBITION FOR 
MFA PAINTING 

FAB GALLERY 


The painter's ribbons, which give 
the illusion of an exodus of energy 
from the weighty bluntness of his 
Opaque surfaces, are created in the 
markmaking spirit of abstract expres- 
sionism. Cumberland’s borderlands, 
on the other hand, are precisely 
defined in opposition to these loose 
rolling colours, embodying his 
acknowledgement of Modernist tradi- 
tion. The lavishness and sensuality of 
his palette likely dates back further, 
indebted to his fascination with Roco- 
co and Baroque works, threaded into 
the lexicon of another era. 

“I'm a fan of abstract art and 
abstract painters—a huge fan of their 
work,” he explains. “I felt there was 
something important in modernist 
abstraction, that there could be 
tremendous variety. | felt it was not 
done and I wanted to still explore it. I 
also love the process of putting marks 
down and responding to them at each 
step. I hoped for dialogue and 
exchange between these two aspects.” 


THIS RELATIONSHIP would be less 
interesting if Cumberland’s paintings, 
poised between stillness and flight, 
didn’t close the historic gap by turning 
to the viewer to solicit meaning. 

“| wanted them to be approachable 


and playful,” he stresses. “They are 
deliberately seductive. The great thing 
about looking at a work of art is your 
own experiences you bring to it, aes- 





thetic or not. You can take something 
from it.” 

Cumberland is content to have his 
canvases function as potent kaleido- 


scopes, offering themselves ur 
enigmatic spaces of contemp!}ati,,, 
carved out by abstraction. 
The differing scales of Cum), 
land’s paintings vary the vigou, wit 
which they meet this challenge 7;, 
“largest vertical canvases thrus) \), 
ribbons skyward, lending the, 
sculptural feel, while his broad hy, 
zontal creations suggest landsc.),,, 
overlapped ad infinitum. The smajj«. 
scale paintings are the most suc, 
ful at presenting themselves as | 
mate mnemonic experien, 
rejecting the monolithic stature poy 
ernism frequently seizes in fay), . 
private exchange. 

There's something almost tr, 
gressive about the beauty and ; ‘ 
plicity of Cumberland’s canvase 
time of global conflict and conf);;, 
They glory in themselves, delioh 
in their undulating swaths of co}, 
rebelling against their surroundiy 
Cumberland’s hues are lush, vari; 
and adventurously paired, dy 
the eye in to be swept up by compos 
tion, guiding the gaze upward 
across the canvas, following stroke 
eddies and curlicues of colour. Th 
are objects that strive to please, with 
out apology, ultimately inviting indul- 
gence in an aesthetic moment 

“I don’t mean them as escapisn) 
but I did seek to reflect somethin 
open and lighthearted—a pleasan) 
experience,” Cumberland conclude 
“A way to take time and harn¢ 
contemplative. I don’t think w« 
exist without that.” vw 


Antiogone draws parallels with George Bush 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

n our politically cynical times, it’s 
|= to side with a woman trying 

to bury her brother and against the 
leader who's decreed he can't be 
buried because he was an enemy 
combatant 

Not that Sophocles used the Bush- 
era phrase “enemy combatant” in 
Antigone, but Kathleen Weiss, in her 
pretty free (and often pretty freely 
moving) adaptation, doesn’t shy away 
om making some stark connections 
between the Greek tragedy and post- 
9/11 America (talk of “good, sound 
is none-too-subtle) 
omplicate the 
for Antigone by 



















hoes of a zeal- 
suicidal 
r/terrorist (choose 
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ANTIGONE 

ADAPTED DIRECTED BY KATHLEEN WEISS 
STARRING KIRSTEN RASMUSSEN, AVA MARIUS, 
COLEHUMENT 

TIMMS CENTRE (67 AVE BT1ZST, S10- $20 
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your loaded word) are more subtle 
here, at least. 

This is a markedly imagistic pro- 
duction, at times too much so. The 
costumes, deftly designed by Snezana 
Pesic, range from sister Ismene’s (Ava 
Markus).classical robe to the stylized 
black-and-red of Antigone (Kirsten 
Rasmussen) and Creon (Cole Hume- 
ny). Bound and sashed by blood- 
stream strips, Oedipus’s daughter 
faces off against her uncle, his black 
uniform with red, military-like stripes 
proclaiming his rigid authority. 


Le 
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The stage, a post-civil war industri- 
al wasteland, is patrolled by two spot- 
lights at first. Body pieces sit in boxes 
above a corrugated fence and a plat- 
form is half-ringed by towering jail- 
bars of microphones. Piles of chairs 
clutter the floor, but it’s a flurry of 
themes that threatens to overwhelm 
the play's original storm—those light- 
ning flashes of Antigone’s keening 
defiance and Creon’s thunderous 
proclamations of state. Here, contra- 
dictions and tensions come fast and 
furious: personal and political, indi- 
vidual and state, wild and controlled, 
love and death, life and death ... 
there’s too much going on in a play 
that clocks in at only 75 minutes. 


THE SILENCE AND SENSE of ritual at the 


start, and sung laments throughout, 
build a sense of grief, but the atmos- 


phere isn’t maintained. The Greek 
chorus is replaced by an indignant 
embedded journalist (jenny McKillop), 
her sentiments at times heavy-hand- 
ed, even earnestly amateur: “War, the 
one that rages within and without, 
makes victims of us all” or “the relent- 
less pursuit of freedom set{s] off an 
unstoppable chain reaction of oppres- 
sion.” Her recitation of events (often 
accompanied by projected newspaper 
headlines) is redundant when we've 
just seen the drama unfold. 

This is a physical production, too, 
full of stylized movements— 
wrestling, dancing, running, bodies 
wrapped and shrouded and 
clutched—that are often enough to 
convey characters’ roiling emotions 
themselves. They’re not always 
smoothly mixed with dialogue, while 
some moments of motion are awk- 
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ward and distancing, especially 
Antigone’s and Haemon’s sexualized 
reunion in front of Polyneice's corpst 
More attention should be given lo 
dialogue—a simple scene, wher 
Antigone asks Ismene to mart) 
Haemon, perfectly strikes the keys 01 
tenderness and impending loss 
The final moments contempla 

love and how one can “remake the 
world every moment,’ notions a lilt 
willfully naive, considering they end 
play that caps a family epic of blind 
ness, betrayal, dishonour, self-sac! 
ficing rebellion and suicide. it’s 2s ! 
death—when the constant motion °! 
human lives finally stops—is '0' 
much for this kinetic production » 
really contemplate. A dark, deep s\@? 
into the depths is what Antigo’ 
demands, but too often this produ’ 
tion skips away. Ww 











svennY DAW KMETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 

i ‘m a very free person,” says Usha Gupta. 
| qf there’s something in Canadian culture 
| that | like, | incorporate that into my own 

work. When you go to the market, you are going 

to buy the very best thing. And people in India, 

they buy the things that are best, what is most 

nme 


’ Gupta is Edmonton's classical Indian dance 

, a woman who unites two diverse cultures 
by finding common ground between the tradi- 
tional and contemporary music and dance of 
vastly different continents. 

She says that classical Indian and Canadian 
modern dance have complementary elements 
which allow the two forms to merge effortlessly: 
namely, they both use gravity in a similar man- 
ner. This allows her to mix styles, incorporating 
the hand gestures or mudras from the Indian 
technique to help tell contemporary stories with- 
oul the limitations found in the traditional style, 
which was once limited to Hindu mythology. 

For her new work, Nari ... nari .., nari—my 
love, Gupta has further stirred up the mix by 
adding movement from martial arts, and has 
brought performer Madhu Nataraj, an expert in 
all three techniques, directly from India. 

joining Nataraj on stage are three other 
dancers: local modern dancer Tamara Bliss, 
Riya Alika Mittal—Gupta’s 12-year-old grand- 
daughter, making her professional debut—and 
Gupta herself, who performs not only dance, but 
joins the live music ensemble onstage. Gupta is 
trained in classical Indian music, and narrates 
and sings with composer Praveen D Rao, who 
also came from India for the show. He’s created 
a work that blends eastern and western music. 
The ensemble includes Iccal musician John 
Calverley on violin. 


THU, DEL BFA DEC? (8M) 

NARI... NARI ... NARI—MY LOVE 
PRESENTED BY USHA DANG ENTOURAGE 
{OTHE OE 16, 


AS A SOURCE OF INSPIRATION for the new work, 
Gupta continued her exploration into different 
cultures by turning to Buddhism to help formu- 
late ideas about developing the choreography. A 
ten-day meditation, called vipassana, is an 
ancient technique that transforms its devotees 
through intense introspection and insight. “It 
was difficult, very, very difficult, but 1 made it 
through,” she says of the silent retreat she 
attended last year in Vancouver. 

“You are absolutely, completely isolated from 
the world,” she says, laughing almost as if she’d 
survived a car crash. Participants weren’t 
allowed to talk, or read, write or listen to music. 
Even food and exercise were minimal. 

It takes about four days of painful adjustment, 
and Gupta says that’s when she and other par- 
ticipants started to feel better. 

“Then, I must say that I started feeling nice— 
very, very, nice,” Gupta explains. “Oh my God, 
no phone, no nothing—no disturbances!” 

With that sense of freedom, Gupta focused on 
formulating ideas for her new work. Nari... nari 
... nari—my love looks at how women find peace 
and tranquility throughout different phases of 
love and motherhood, from the powerful experi- 
ence of childbirth to the time after children have 
left home to live their own lives. 

After making its world premiere in Edmon- 
ton, Gupta and her entourage will be taking the 
show on a tour of India. v 
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Brososky gets in touch with his inner 10-year-old with Sinbad 


BRENNA KNAPMAN / breana@vueweekly.com 

irector Randy Brososky is fas- 
D=:=« with puppets. And 

although he has worked with 
puppets before, the Walterdale Play- 
house’s production of Paul Reakes’ 
Sinbad the Sailor is the first time he 
has worked with talent like Michael 
Kurs. Known for his puppets in Russia 
and Israel, among other places, Sin- 
bad marks Kurs’ Canadian debut. 
Brososky praises the ingenuity and 
creativity of Kurs. “He disappears, and 
comes back in a remarkably short 
time with ... genius.” 

This genius is behind the two-per- 
son camel (with properly hinging 
knees) as well as the set, which 
Brososky describes as being able to 
fold, unfold, re-fold and pseudo-fold 
into about seven different locations. 
The sea-faring tales of Sinbad certain- 
ly lend themselves to a transformative 
set. The varied cast of characters also 


THU, DEC ESA, DEC TS (PM) 
SINBAD THE SAILOR 
DIRECTED BY RANDY BROSOSKY 
WRITTEN BY PAL REAKES 

STARRING CALEY SULIAK, DAVE WOLAOWS 
CARELL KG, SCOTT C BOURGEOIS 

SET DESIGN AKD PUPPETRY BY MICHAEL KURS 
MATES 2 ER 


makes puppets a really good idea. “It’s 
kind of hard to dress someone up as a 
giant sea serpent,” laughs Brososky. 

He describes the process of work- 
ing with puppets as one of discovery. 
First, the actor takes on the technical 
discovery, and then comes the 
Frankenstein part. 

“Once they have that down,” 
explains Brososky, “there’s another 
whole process—hard to direct but 
wonderful to watch—where they dis- 
cover, ‘Okay, now that I know how to 
move it, how do I animate it, how do I 
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bring it to life?’” 


BROSOSKY IS A FAN of the accessibili- 
ty of Sinbad the Sailor. He describes 
how we've all grown up with a tale or 








two from the The Thousand and One 
Nights somewhere in our childhood. 
The universality of the tale is part of 
its effect. “There are so many things 
in this spectacle that create a little life, 


a little spark, a little magic.” Puppets 
he adds, lend themselves to breaking 
down the “fourth wall” between ;),, 
audience and stage. Drawing us int, 
the play through their familiarity \, 
creations of foam, cardboard anq 
more also offer a constant reming 
of the reality that is the production 
With the early childhood folkj.;, 
and symbolic puppets, not to mentic 
the dismantling of walls, Sinbad's ay 
ence could be in for an adventure wy; 
their inner 10-year-olds. Chances ar< 
though, they'll laugh their way throug) 
it. And living, breathing 10-year-olq 


| will be laughing alongside us—though 


not necessarily at the same parts 
“{Pantomime] is the original hom, 
of innuendo,” says Brososky, “we 
maybe not the original, but it’s one o; 
innuendo’s favorite places to live.” 
Dames played by men, roman 
pirates and an interactive audien 
sounds downright swashbuckling. y 





SNAP Gallery invites you to 


A Perfect Christmas Print Affair 
Dec. 8, 2007 | 11 am-5pm 





spend a little money, buy a little art, 
support your community. 





| A print sale featuring limited-edition, hand-made cards 


from professional and emerging artists. 


SNAP’s Christmas print sale will continue: Dec 8-22, 
2007, Tuesdays to Saturdays, 12no0on-5pm, at SNAP 





10309-97 street 





Edmonton, AB T5J OM1 


T: 1.780.423.1492 
F: 1.780.426.1177 


snap@snapartists.com 
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im, 11455:87 Ave (428.6839 ext 1) * The 
urcrackor: Alberta Ballet's celebrated Christmas classic, 
‘Mikko Nissinen’s The Nutcracker accompanied by the 
‘Fumonton Symphony Orchestra; Dec. 14-16 * Northern 
Alberta Jubilee Auditorium’s Kaasa Lobby, Alberta 
Gallet’s pre-porformance Nuteracker Brunch; Dec. 15-16 
{iioon) * Tickets available at TicketMaster, 451-8000 


|. WEBB DANCE 
pet Y LOVE John. 


bie ‘Theatre, 10045-156 St (452-3262) « Usha Dance 
bes ‘e Dee. +? © $25 (adult)/$15 (student/senior) 
at TIX on the Square 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


















































© Open Tue-Sat 10am-5pm * Rotating show of gallery 
ortists including Greg Edmonson, Jerry Heine, David 
Edwards, and Emestine Tahed! © Through December 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 1016-106 St 
(498-6611) ¢ Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm (closed all hols) « 
Discovery Gallery: /3-/NFLUENCES, INSPIRATIONS, 
AND INNOVATIONS: Edmonton Traditional Rug Hookers _ 
Guild juried exhibition; until Dec. 8: 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne St, St. Albert (459- 
9679) © A BRUSH WITH YARDLEY JONES; until Jan. 2 © 
GLASS HAPPENS: Glassworks by artsts from Jeff 
Holmwood Studio; though Dec, 


THE ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave * TOWARDS SEEING 
EVERYTHING: Photographs by Ted Kerr ® Until Jan. 4 « 
Panol/community discussion on the role of creativity in 
fon-profits, and the role of non-profits in contributing to 
fdmonton’s culture with Karen Lynch (moderator), Ted 
Kerr, with representatives from Changing Together, 
Chrysalis, HIV Edmonton and Mile Zero Dance; Thu, Dec. 
6 (2-4m) 


ANT GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 
10230 Jasper Ave (422-6223) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 10:30am- 
Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm {4-8pm free); Sat-Sun 11am-5pm 
© Drop-In Tours: Sat and Sun (12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 
3:30pm) * FUN HOUSE: Artworks explore the idea of 
Gonstructed illusion, trompe Voeil, false reality and faux 
finish; until Jan, 6 ® THE 1950s FORD SHOW: drawings 
of a 1950 Ford from memory; until Jan. 6 « NEW 
ACQUISITIONS: Curated by Catherine Crowston; until 
Feb. 17 © EH, VARLEY: PORTRAITS INTO THE LIGHT: 
Portraits by one of the Group of Seven; Dec, 8-Feb, 17 « 
All Day Saturdays: Hands-on activities (1-4pm); cura- 
tors tour through EH. Varley: Portraits Into the Light 
(2pm) with Katerina Atanassova} Sat, Dec. 8 © Members 
flee; $10 (adult)/$7 (senior/student); $5 (6-12yrs)/free 
{Sys end under)/$20 {family—2 adults, 4 children) 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3 Fi, 10217-106 St (423- 
266/439 9532) ¢ Open Thu (5-8pm) or by appointment 
{except Dec. 27, closed for Christmas) * 11404: 
Artworks by Monica Pitre, Gillian Willans, Andrea 
Pinheiro and quests * Dec. 6-Jan. 17 * Opening recep- 
Vion with artists; Thu, Dec. 6 (7pm-tam) 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE ALBERTA 9103-95 
Ave * Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat: 10am-5pm ¢ MINIA- 
TURES AND MORE; Artworks and crafts by various 

Antists; watercolours by Judith Kubac * Dec. 7-20 « 
pening reception; Dec. 7 (7-8:30pm) 


'FAB GALLERY Fim 1-1 Fine Arts Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave 
92-2081) * Open Tue-Fri 1Oam-5Spm, Sat 2-5pm « 
SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN: Printworks by Scott 


Sumbetland * THE ALCUIN AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE 
IN'BOOK DESIGN ® Until Dec. 15 


4 GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave (488-2952) « New 
Uban abstract work by Tony Baker; until Dec. 15; open- 


Ng reception: Thu, Dec. 6 « Sherry and Shortbread: Dec. 
{5-8pm) 


LERY AU! of A Museums, Museums and Collections 
ces, Main Floor, TELUS Centre for Professional 
Eevelopment, U of A (492-5834) * Open: Wed:Sat 12- 

bi * ORESSEO TO RULE: 18th century court attire from 


B Ging Dynasty (1644-1911), curated by John Vollmer # 
Mtl Dee. 15 











= ‘AT MILMER—STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 

I a Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) « Open Mon- 
im-Spm; Sat Sem-Gpm; Sun 1-5pm © ORIGINS: Group 
by recent BFA grads © Until Dec, 31 


HOSPITAL MEZZANINE GALLERY AND 
Don URE GALLERY 1023-111 Ave © Open 7:30am- 
a baa FILIPINO CONNECTION: Recent 
itings by Gordon Snyder ¢ THE USEFUL 
INS OF PLANTS: Recent encaustic paintings by 
* Until Jan, 12 


HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) © Open 









ee 
AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482-2854) 


Mon-Fri 10am-5Spm; Sat 12-4pm © THE NEW 
ALCHEMISTS: Artworks by Blair Brennan and Catherine 
Burgess, curated by Caterina Pizanias ® Until Dec. 22 


SEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior 
Centre,10831 University Ava © Open Mon-Thu Sam-4pm * 
CHRISTMAS SHOW AND SALE Paintings, fibre art, wood 
work and pottery by various artists * Until Jan. 2 © 
Opening reception; Dec. 12 (6:30-8: 30pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479-8424) 
Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9 ‘30am-4pm © CHRIST 
MAS ABT FAIR. Artworks by gallery artists, Ceramic art 
collectables from Clay Works by Heather Goldmine: 
through December ¢ JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 
7741-85 St (465-6171) * Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; Sat 
10am-Spm * ALBERTA OIL PAINTER'S STUDIO: Paintings. 
by artists-in-residence Susan Abma, Susan Box, David 
Brooks, Shairi Honey, Margaret Klappstien, Tracey ~~ 
Mardon, Anne McCormick, Cindy Revell; through 
December 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-106 St 2nd Fi (423-5353) 
* Open: Wed-Fri 10am-Gpm; Sat 12-Spm * NEW FAN- 
GLED DESIGN: U of A student design works from furni- 
ture to illustrations; Dec. 11-15; Industry night: Thu, Dec, 
13{5-10:30pm); Closing reception: Sat, Dec. 15 (2-5pm) » 
THE FINE ART OF SCHMGO0ZY: Auction, featuring music 
by The Parkers, Louise Dawson; Sat, Dec. 8 (8pm door); 
$16 (adv member)/$20 (adv reg)/$25 (door); tickets avail- 
able at Latitude, silent art auction artworks on display 
Deo, 5-7, (10am-6pm) 


THE LOFT GALLERY A.J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd. Sherwood Park * Open: Thu 5-9pm; Sat 
10am-4pm * Artworks by Deanna Corrigan, Christine 
Allard, Kaye Ackerman, JoAnn Rasmussen, Mary 
Deeprose, and Janice Bonsant Wilson, and Lynda 
McAmmond ¢ Until Jan. 5 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St (407- 
7152) ® Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm * 
COLLECTING COMFORT: QUILT CULTURE IN THE 
ROSENBERG COLLECTION; until Dec. 9 ¢ FOUR OUTSIDE 
VIEWS: A compilation of four artists’ works that offer a 
glimpse into Alberta’s diverse landscapes; Dec, 15-Feb. 10 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm © Artworks by 
the Society of Western Canadian Artists; Dec. 8-Jan. 17 
* Opening reception: Sun, Dec. 9 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St, St. Albert 
(459-1528) ¢ LO/S HOLE CENTENNIAL PROVINCIAL 
PARK: Exhibition about making a park and protecting 
habitat ¢ Until Dec. 9 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stolelr 
Gallery, 9704-111 Ave (474-7611) * Open: Mon, Wed, Fri 
9:30am-2:30pm; Tue, Thu 9:30am-4pm and 6-Bpm 
UNDER THE INFLUENCE Until Dec. 31 


OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave (378-0240) 
© Open: Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm, Sun 12-4 pm © MERGING 
SPIRITS: Stone, metal and wire sculptures by Shumba 
Ash. There will be paintings, glass jewellery glass art, 
and pottery © Until Dec. 16 © Open house! every Sunday 
until Christmas (12-4pm) 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (465-2162) 
*® Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm or by appointment Sun- 
Mon V1am-Spm © FIREWORKS-SILVER AND STEEL: New 
sculptures by Isla Burs and works by silversmith Karen 
Cantine * Dec. 6-Jan.S * Opening reception: Thu, Dec. 
6 (7-9pm), artists in attendance 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 Jasper Ave 
(455-7479) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm ¢ Artworks by 
Alice Teichert, Phil Darrah, Peter von Tiesenhausen, 
David Janzen, David Cantine, Linda Lindemann, Jonathan 
Forrest, David Alexander * OPEN HOUSE: Celebration of 
the opening of the gallery's 2nd location; Thu, Dec. 6 (6- 
10pm) 


PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Rd, Sherwood Park 
(467-3038) © Paintings by Audrey Pfannmuller, Gregg 
Johnson, Bern Will Brown, Roger D. Amdt, Jonn 
Einerssen, Brent Heiahton, Murray Phillips, and Brazilian 
soapstone sculptures by Vance Theoret * Until Dec. 15 


PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) © Open Tue- 
Fri 12-8pm; Sat 12-7pm # MEDLEY FIELDS: Artworks by 
Giselle Denis * Until Dec. 31 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, St 
Albert (460-4310) ® Open Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu (10am- 
8pm) ® GUILDED: Artworks by Susan Casault, Carroll 
Charest, Julie Anne Hage, Audry Hewlett, Donna Hillier, 
Julie Kaldenhoven, Peg McPherson, Kathie Pavelich, 
Patricia Trudeau, Linda Willard ® Dec. 6-22 * Opening 
reception: Dec. 6 (6-Spm); in conjunction with the 
Downtown Business Association's (DBA) Light Up * Art for 
the artist-at-heart: Drop-in: Dec. 13 (7-9pm); $10 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 10130-103 St, Mezz (426- 
4085) * URBANSCAPES; Paintings by Pauline Ulliac 
Featuring paintings and sculptures by various artists 


SELFRIDGE’S STUDIO 9844-88 Ave (439-9296) * 
Winter open house featuring porcelain and stoneware 
works * Dec. 8-9 (11am-Spm) 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-5pm * CHRISTMAS TREASURES. Martha Cole 
(textile-based landscapes), Robert Sinclair (watercolours 
and artist's albums), Jim Stokes and Lynn Malin (paint 
ings), Linda O'Neill (florals and landscapes), Arlene 
Wasylynchuk (landscapes) * Until Dec. 22 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) « Open Tue-Sat 
12-5pm # A PERFECT CHRISTMAS PRINT AFFAIR 
Featuring affordable limited-edition, original prints and 
handmade cards by professional and emerging artists. 
Proceeds go to support community programming at SNAP 
* Until Dec. 22 


SPRUCE GROVE GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove 
(962-0664) © ANNUAL CHRISTMAS STORE GIFT AND 








ART SALE * Until Dec, 22 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 1121-142 1 (452-9100) 
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE SCIENCE KIND: interactive 
feature exhibit ¢ LEGO-CHRISTMAS EXPRESS: Daily dis- 
play * Christmas Under the Dome: Laser shows in the 
Margaret Zeidler Star Theatre; Dec. 22-Jan. 6 * The IMAX 
Nuteracker: Dec. 22-Jan, 6; daily (11am) * Observatory 
hours; Sat, Sun, holidays {1-4pm); Fri-Sun (7-10pm) 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) * Doug Haslam 
Canadian furniture makers * Dec, 8-22 ¢ Meet the artist 
opening reception: Dec. 8 (12-4pm) 


VAAA GALLERY 31d FI, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) * Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm © 
PASSAGES: 2008: Artworks by Leona Olausen and Audra 
Schoblocher * until Dec. 22 


URBAN ROOTS 10418 Whyte Ave * COLLECTION. 
Artworks by Oksana Movehan * Until Feb. 2 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (498-4892) « 
Recent landscape paintings by WH. Webb * Until Dec. 6 


THE WORKS 200, 10225-100 Ave (426-2122) ¢ Open 
Mon-Fri (noon-5pm) * TELLING TAILS AND OTHER 
STORIES: Paintings by David Folk © Until Dec. 7 


LITERARY 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) * Book 
launch book signing of Jack Whyte's new memoir, Forty 
Years in Canada! * Thu, Dec. 6 (7:30pm) * Free 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) © Story 
Slam: An opportunity for writers to share their work, 
explore their talents and show off * 3rd Wed each month 
* $5 (donation) 


THE CARROT 9351-118 Ave (471-1580) Readings by 
Upcoming writers Dec. 11-13 (7pm) 


GREENWOODS BOOKSHOPPE 7925-104 St (439-2005) 
® Book launch and reading of The Uptown Browns, a 
novel by Mark Kozub; music by The Raving Poets Band * 
Thu, Dec. 6 (7:30-8:30pm) 


LIVE AT KASBAR LOUNGE 10444-82 Ave, under 
Yianni's Taverna ® Space Monkey; the series: an open- 
Stage poetry series presented by the Raving Poets * 
Every Wed until Dec. 12; 7:30pm (signup), 8pm (shaw) 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE College Plaza, 11116-82 Ave « 
Spoken word open mic; last Wed each month 


TALES.—THE ALBERTA LEAGUE ENCOURAGING 
STORYTELLING Rosie's Bar and Grill, 10475-80 Ave 
(992-4409) * Story Cafés: Mavericks: open mic apportu- 
nity * Ist Thu each month; 7-Spm © Story Cafés: Perfect 
Gifts; Featuring Jennie Frost, David Haas, and Laura 
O'Connor; open mic opportunity; Dec. 6 {7-Spm) * $5 


TALES.—THE ALBERTA LEAGUE ENCOURAGING 
STORYTELLING (437-9555) © City Arts Centre, 10943-84 
Ave; Monthly Storytelling Circle: Everyone welcome to 
tell stories or to come and listen; 2nd Fri each month 
through to June 2008 (8pm); $3 admission, first time free 
© Christmas Tellaraund: Fri, Dec. 14 (8-10pm) 


3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
WOW-Wired on Words: We all have something to say, 
amateurs and professionals alike. Let this creative writ- 
ing process quide you into self-discovery * Meetings bi- 
monthly, Sun (4-6pm) for info e-mail feelaoodbe- 
wellin2007@gmail.com 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave (422-8216) The 
Poets’ Haven Monday Nights weekly reading series pre- 
sented by Stroll of Poets * Every Mon Night (7pm) * $5 
(door) ¢ Featuring spoken word artists, Anton Capri, 
Dorothy Ansdell, Alice Major, and Gerald St. Maur * 
Dec. 10 


THE WRITERS GUILD OF ALBERTA/RAVING POETS 
Kasbar Lounge, below Yianni's Taverna, 10444 Whyte Ave 
© A Holiday Party with the Raving Poets * Wed, Dec, 12 
(7:30pm sign-up), 8pm show) 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469- 
4999) © Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat (8pm), 
$20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 * Every Wed (8:30pm); Wacky 
Wednesday; $5 ® Lorenzo Thornton; Dec. 6-8 ¢ Bob 
Angeli; Dec, 13-15 * Leif Skyving; Dec. 15 


THE COMIC STRIP 1645 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St 
(483-5999) © Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 
8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm ® Hit or Miss Mondays; Dec 
10 © Altemative Comedy Night: Tue, Dec. 11 * Michael 
Sommerville; until Dec. 9 * From the show The Tourist 
Rick Bronson; Dec. 12-13 * Don Friesen, Sean Lecomber 
and Shawn Gramiak; Dec. 14-16 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall (481- 
9857) ¢ Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 10:30pm * 
Sun: Industry Night $10 * Tue Amateur Night featuring 
Frica Sigurdson ¢ Wednesday Big Rock Comedy Challenge 
featuring Erica Sigurdson * John Wing, Phil Hanely, Paul 
Sveen, Sean Proudlove, and Mark Salamandick; Dec 6-8 


THEATRE 


BITCHSLAP! Foxy Theatre, 10708 124 St (420-1757) « 
Guys in Disguise, Theatre Network Roxy Performance 
Series * By Darrin Hagen, starring Darrin Hagen. Trevor 
Schmidt, and Davina Stewart, directed by Trevor Schmidt 
Joan Crawford (the movie star) and Bette Davis (the 
actress}+the ultimate screen goddesses, it's just too bad 
they hate each other so much * Until Dec. 9 * Tickets at 
Roxy box office, TIX on the Square 

ACHRISTMAS CAROL Citadel Maclab Theatre, 9828- 


101A Ave (425-1820) # Adapted by Tom Wood based on 
the story by Charles Dickens, directed by Gob Baker and 




















Starring Tom Wood as Ebenezer Scrooge * Until Dec. 23 


CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT Roxy Theatre, 10708- 
124 St (453-2440) * A Brass Monkey production staring 
Kenneth Brown as narrator, Bill Bourne (Scrooge), Tam 
Roschkav (Bob Cratchit), Kevin Cook (Ghost of Marley), 
Terry Morrison (Ghost of Christmas Past), Al Brant (Ghost 
of Christmas Present), Dale Ladouceur (Ghost of 
Christmas Future), and Maria Dunn (Tiny Tim), with Bill 
Hobson (drums and percussion). A blend of theatre and 
music, the classic Dickens tale is translated into a mod- 
Mm roots music celebration * Dec. 14-22 (Bpm); Dec. 16 
(2pm); no shows Dee. 17-18 © $30 (advi/$35 (door) at the 
Roxy 453.2440, www. brassmonkeyproductions. com 


CINDERELLA TransAlta Arts Barns’ Westbury Theatre 
(409-1910) * Musical theatre presented by Fringe 
Theatre Adventures, Produced by Alberta Opera adapted 
by Garner Butler and Jeff Unger, music by Jeff Unger, 
directed by Farren Timoteo * Dec. 7-9; Dec. 7 (7pm) Dec 
8-9 (2pm) * $23 {adult}/$19 (student/senior)/$12 (child) 
at the Fringe Theatre box office 


DESPERATE HOUSEHOLDS Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 
8882-170 St (484-2424) * On Hysteria Lane the houses 
the lawns and the gardens are perfect. This is a look at 
life behind the walls of a qated, bedroom community 
where affairs, scandals, music, murder, dance, intrigue. 
food and deception exist=all the elements for an amazing 
block party * Until Jan. 27 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) 
* Improv soap opera will begin the new season with a 
brand new theme ® Every Mon (8pm) 


AN EVENING WITH CHARLES DICKENS Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (420-1757/433-4399) * The 
Dickens Project, compiled and written by James Brewer « 
Until Dec. 6 (Tue-Sat 8pm, Sat 2pm) All performances 
are Pay-What-You-Can afford at TIX on the Square; 
fundraiser for Change for Children Society and the Actors 


Fund of Canada 


JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR Jubilee Auditorium, 11455 
87 Ave (427-2760) * By Andrew Loyd Webi Ti 

Rice, starring Ted Neeley; the story of the final s 
in the life of Jesus of Nazareth © De 
Tickets: $65/$55/$45 at TicketMast 

















Pay-what-you-can (sug 
PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ‘N’ ROLL Mzyi 
Theatre, 166 483-4051) » 
piled by Will M awild 
60s, celebrate the Twist, the Watus 
each Boys, Motown and the mini skirt 
17 * $59-$89 (buffet and show) 










Ave (439-2845) © A panto produi 
Reakes, and di d by Randy.B 
design by Micha "] 

Sun mat: 2pm) « $ 





King Crean allows on! 
al rites to the other, but Antigon: 
brother proper burial © Unti 
Thu, Dec. 6 (12:30pm) * We 
ior)/$10 (student); week night 
ior/$10 (student) 


OH SUSANNAI CHRISTMAS SPECIA! 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (43 
the solstice, quided by Susai houli 
guests Darrin Hagen and Asani (a cappella trio 
Dec. 22 (11pm) 















EXHIBIT WILL CONTINUE THROUGH 


UNTIL JANUARY 2, 2008 


GLASS HAPPENS 


GLASSWORKS BY THE ARTISTS FROM JEFF HOLMWOOD'S STUDIO 


26 St. Anne Street 


St. Albert,AB 
Phone: 459-3679 
www.artbeat.ab.ca 
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ount Baker is a legend in 
the snowboard community. 
It was one of the first 


resorts to allow snowboarders in the 
€arly ‘80s, the home mountain of 
the sport’s most influential rider (the 
late Craig Kelly) and host of the 
longest running competition in 
snowboarding, the Legendary 
Banked Slalom. A pilgrimage to 
Mount Baker should be on the top of 
every rider’s to-do list. And it’s not a 
half-bad place to ski either. 

The dozens of inbounds chutes, 
cliffs, tree lines and pillows are only 
an appetizer for the steak and pota- 
toes that is the Baker backcountry. 
Hike as far as you want out Shuksan 
Arm or sample the rolling, fall line 
friendly terrain of Hemispheres and 
you will find steep, sustained pitches 
riddled with lines that are as gnarly as 
you want them to be. So, with this in 
mind, I can hardly claim that I was 
excited to be there on Thu, Nov 29 for 
opening day—no, it was more than 
that. Let's just say the coffee at 6 am 
smelled better than usual and | didn’t 
mind rolling out of bed before the sun 
crested the horizon. 

The drive to Baker is unique in 
itself. Creeping out of Bellingham in 
my roommate's green Subaru wagon, 
box stores and gas stations gave way 
to rolling fields replete with machin- 
ery and livestock. As the mountains 
began to jut from the land, a proces- 
sion of car farms appeared in front of 
run down trailers, rusted out farm 
trucks glistening with frost in the 
morning light. And, when Highway 
542 reached its intersection with 
Highway 9 bound for the Canadian 
border, American pride was on dis- 
play in a row of stars and stripes 
swaying on telephone poles. We were 
definitely in the “land of the free” 


THE ROAD BECAME tighter and the 


turns sharper around the small town 
of Glacier. Deep green moss appeared 
on the back of every tree, giving a 
heavy look to the forest. Rays of light 
ough the thick canopy 
ed the road. Raw bam- 
ted for guard rails, 

‘ cat so they 
of the road 


slid softly thre 





















liffs below 

banks. Before 

en made it to the parking lot it 
obvious that er isn’t a mega 
t. The lineup n‘t the chaos 


ace like Sun- 
Vill on opening day. Rather, 
xuberant skiers 
xtended towards 
Imon Lodge, slowly 
ard as the lifties dusted 
chairs. 


s, a local 





ind 











skier told me 












RIDE 


MT BAKER 


“this is the busiest I have ever seen 
Baker.” Five-minute lineups don't 
seem all that bad to a veteran of 
Sunshine and Kicking Horse’s infa- 
mous gondolas, but then again, the 
chairs at Baker don’t even have 
restraining devices—another indica- 
tor of the anti-resort attitude that is 
prevalent at the mountain. As the 
fixed-grip quad that they call Chair 6 
sputtered around to smack the calves 
of the lucky foursome at the front of 
the line, cheers erupted from the 
crowd amongst a chorus of clicking 
ratchets as everyone strapped in. It 
was time to get to business. 

A quick fun from the top of Chair 7 
put us on Chair 8 in full view of the 
infamous backcountry lines off Shuk- 


san Arm, a long ridge extending out- 
wards to the glaciated peak of Mt 
Shuksan, sun rimming the edges of 
the north-facing slopes. The first 
wave of riders was just beginning to 
pour down the face below, hoots, 
hollers and rolling balls of snow with 
skis flying every direction. We chose a 
line slightly skiers’ left of the chair 
and, dropping a little rock to steep 
shot I too found myself going over the 
nose and lawn darting into a foot and 
a half of fresh, stalling out with my 
head buried in the snow and laughter 
from above. But if you’re not crashing 
you're not trying hard enough, right? 
After several more laps the moun- 
tain was starting to get pretty beat 
and those equipped with avalanche 
safety gear began to fan out to the 
surrounding ridges. Baker's liberal 
backcountry policy of go at your 
own risk was in effect on day one, 


with the only requirement being that 
you travel with a beacon and a part- 
ner. Although tempting, we decided 
to just stick to the lifts with dubious 
early season backcountry conditions 
and legs that increasingly felt like 
sacks of cement. Beer o'clock could- 
n‘t come too soon. 


RETIRING TO THE parking lot to break - 


into a stash of America’s finest, 
cheapest lager, Pabst Blue Ribbon 
(or PBR as it’s affectionately known), 
it was obvious that we weren't the 
only ones with beer on the brain. A 
barbeque was set up at one end of 
the lot as whiskey jacks circled for 
food, creeping along car antennas 
close to smiling, wind-burned faces. 
High fives and hot dogs were in full 
effect and the sun, a rarity at Baker, 
illuminated the surrounding peaks 
under a deep blue sky. 
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Making the pilgrimage to a boarder’s Mecca 
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After spending opening day % 
Baker, this much is clear: the locals 
rip, duct tape is just as much of 4 
fashion accessory as a necessity N° 
the backcountry is extensive and 
well-traveled. And, for a hill its siz 
(the vertical drop is a paltry 4» 
meters) there is an amazing amount 
of chutes, drops and steep lines 
Although most of the pillows 


1 t0 


cer 


get as gnarly as you want was ‘°° 
tainly on display. But, more th 

anything, Baker is a local’s moun 
tain—there aren't any condos, ¢@’°° 
or pretentious attitudes. Baker |S ; 
spot for true skiers and snowboal 
ers who are more concerned wy 
getting turns than getting noticed 0” 
the hill. And, if opening day W< 
busy as it ever gets, I can’t We 
see what it’s like on a slow day 
a foot of fresh. v 
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All riding falls into speed control and 
direction control. Master each and you 
comfortably drip into anything. Why and 
how do boards and skis turn? It’s not 
because you wiggle. They turn with 
applied pressure. All planks are designed 
to respond to that pressure. Knowing how 
they'll respond will help you understand 
how to apply the right pressure to steer 
them with ease. Three basic design fea- 
tures determine the turning characteris- 
tics of a ski or snowboard. 

First, longitudinal stiffness—resist- 
ance to deflection, or “stiffness” over the 
length, tip-to-tail. In a shop, watch some- 
one pick a ski out of the rack. Holding the 
tip in one hand they push the middle, cre- 
ating an are. This is often followed by the 
macho dismissal, “Man, is this ski soft.” 
So what? More later. 

Second, torsional stiffness—resist- 
ance of the ski or board to twisting. Place 
the tail between your feet. How easy is it 
to twist the tip while holding the tail? 

Third, side cut—the shape of the 
board, tip to tail along the edges. Skis 
and boards are “hourglass” shaped, wide 
at the tip and the tail, narrow in the mid- 
die, or the “waist.” Snowboards first took 
advantage of radical side cut and skis fol- 
lowed after they deciding turning was 
more fun. 

In designing the board's turning radius, 
engineers combine longitudinal stiffness, 
torsional stiffness and side cut with 
structure and materials to create the 
“perfect are.” The material components 
used in construction contribute signifi- 
cantly to the characteristics, but we'll 
leave them aside for now. 

How does this work? Pushed against 
the snow, the ski creates a tip-to-tail arc 
in the snow, like the macho ski-tester 
flexing the ski off the rack. The softer the 
Ski/board, the easier it is to create a tip- 
to-tail arc. The stiffer, the more difficult it 
becomes to are, : 

The side cut allows the ski to create 
More of an arc. With the tip and the tail 
being “higher” in the arc, the middle must 
Move further into the arc before the waist 
hits the snow and stops flexing. 

_ Think of a two by six. Straight sides give 

os board even resistance along the length. 
4 Curve (side cut) is cut into one side, the 

ends will hold until the middle touches 

down. The greater the side cut, the more 

psiis flex and the tighter the arc the 

Ski/board will carve in the snow. This com- 
Nation creates the turning radius. 


‘Steering ... from th 


Ski's perspective 


why not ride tonight? 


Night Riding Monday thru Friday 


























Torsional stiffness determines how the 
ski/board “holds” the arc. A very torsion- 
ally soft ski/board will deflect in a turn 
and lose its hold on the snow at the tip 
and tail. The result is a wash out and 
more of a sliding action than a carving 
action. A torsionally stiff ski will hold at 
the tip and the tail, arcing through a 
carved turn. Set it on edge and ride. Think 
back to the two by six with a curve cut in 
the side. Now think of the same made out 
of cardboard. Clearly one will hold, the 
other will fold up. 

This weekend, check out the inherent 
performance of your boards—skis or 
snowboards. Can you ride them through 
the turn? Or are you adjusting as they 
wash out? If they go into the turn easy, 
they're generally softer. If you have to 
crank them, they're stiffer. Compare a 
Stiff versus a soft ski/board and you'll see 
the difference this makes. w 


Night Owl Pass 


Ride Cheap....Real Cheap! 


Get a Night Owl Season Pass and 

ride any weeknight all season long. 
Valid from 6pm to closing Monday 

thru Friday... 
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Selection of Snowboards. 


Edmonton's Best 
Easy Rider 
4211-106 Street - 413-4554 
www. TheEasyRider .com 
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Our dumps are white and fluffy 


Scheduled to OPEN December 15, 2007 
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Take a ‘refreshing’ look at Banff this 
year: new look, new events for winter 


LACHLAN MACKINTOSH / lachtan@vueweekly.com 
fter eight months without 
Az traffic on the the main 
street in Banff, the stretch of 
road between historic 100 and 200 
blocks of Banff Avenue was scheduled 
to reopen this week amid bundled up, 
see-your-breath, small town fanfare. 
However, Mayor John Stutz’s planned 
celebration—a ceremonial lunch hour 
drive down Banff Avenue—was post 
poned due to the first snowfall warn- 
ing of the season in Banff. Waking up 
to 25 cm of powdery snow had Bow 
Valley locals calling in sick this past 
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Monday morning. 

While the early focus of the $22.8 
million project was the one million 
spent on a goofy spin campaign, most 
early visitors like the look and feel of 
the new two-block heart of town. 
Banff Refreshing, as the heavy 
machinery project has been called, 
recently won the Alberta Construction 
Magazine Top Project of the Year (civil 
category) for Standard General Inc. 


They removed and refreshed 2800 
metres of 100-year old water and 
sewer lines, while the Town of Bani! 
also took the opportunity to redesig 
Banff Avenue to include wider 
walks, more trees and landsc 
areas and loading zones. They @!5° 
put in new LED lighting designed to 
reduce ambient glare, illuminating '"* 
street below and not the Nation! 
Park night sky. 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 








umbo Jumbo: will there be a 
ereen light in Jumbo’s future? 


008! BARBARICH / bobi@vueweekly.com 

hosen for its optimal snow con- 
( ditions, high elevation and gla- 

‘cial coverage, Jumbo Glacier 
Resort is a proposed year-round ski 
resort located 55 kilometres west of 
invermere, BC. Jumbo proclaims the 
easiest access to 3000 metre high gla- 
ciers in North America—prestigious, 
indeed. With every resort proposal 
however, comes great controversy. 

Vancouver-based architect Oberto 
Oberti, initial project leader for Kicking 
Horse Resort, conceived the idea for a 
major ski hill located high in the Pur- 
cell Mountains in the early 1990s. 
Glacier Resorts Ltd and Pheidias Pro- 
ject Management Corporation have 
since expanded Oberti’s vision: to pro- 
vide an international, awe-inspiring 
glacial resort on par with the Swiss 
Alps. Located on a former sawmill site 
at the foot of Jumbo Mountain, JGR’s 
proposed resort will provide lift-serv- 
iced access to several glaciers all 
year—amounting to 1700 metres of 
glacier skiing vertical in winter, and 
700 metres in summer. Every flake of 
snow will be completely natural. 

The resort, planned in three phases, 
will ultimately become a town includ- 
ing 6250 bed-units on a 104-hectare 
base. JGR is expected to host up to 
3000 visitors in high season, eventually 
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STATUS REPORT 


growing to be similar in size to Lake 
Louise. Building the resort will employ 
800 full time people. 


DESPITE CANADA'S VAST wilderness, 
the Canadian ski industry is compara- 
tively young and accessible moun- 
tains suitable for resorts are hard to 
come by. The Jumbo Creek Valley has 
been subjected to mining, extensive 
forest fires and widespread logging 
for over half a century. When the 
Jumbo Mountain sawmill shut down 
several decades ago, the roads lead- 
ing to that sawmill paved the way for 
entrepreneurial spirit and opportunity. 
It was logging that initially opened the 
valley for heli-skiers. 

In 1995, the provincial Commission 
on Resources and Environment 
(CORE) deemed building a ski resort 
in the area was an acceptable use of 
the land. It was also in line with BC's 
growing focus on tourism. JGR has 
survived 14 years of intense scrutiny, 
including a controversial public 
process land use designation, comple- 
tion of grizzly bear studies and a 
management plan proposal. The pro- 
posed resort finally attained a provin- 
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cial environmental certificate in 2004 
Coincidentally, the master plan was 
approved this past July by the Canadi- 
an Alpine Ski Policy of BC—hot on the 
heels of international focus for the 
2010 Olympics. 

Despite skiing being deemed by the 
provincial government as “the most 
important area of future growth for 
commercial tourism in the province,” 
Invermere and other Kootenay locals 
fiercely oppose the provincial govern- 
ment's position on the JGR project. In 
a government survey earlier this year, 
90 per cent of 5000 respondents 
opposed JGR. Locals point to 13 exist- 
ing ski resorts within three hours of 
Invermere, none of which operate at 
projected capacity. In addition to a 
somewhat saturated ski market, the 
opposition also claims the Purcell 
Mountain ecosystem supports a viable 
population of grizzly bears, a species 
known to decline in the face of 
human contact. The proposed JGR 
would be smack in the middle of griz- 
zly territory. 

At the CORE land use designation 
table, 82 per cent of sectors request- 
ed the Jumbo Valley area be specifi- 
cally designated under Special 
Management with Commercial 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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STATUS REPORT 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 


Tourism (including resorts) as the 
most important recognized value. 
JGR proponents claim finding a loca- 
tion with less impact on the future 
of animal populations, namely griz- 
zly bear, is impossible. The project 
is therefore designed to be con- 
tained to a small area in a reclaimed 
valley, and JGR would be surround- 
ed by existing or proposed parks 
and conservancies. A study commis- 
sioned in 2004 by the Environmental 
Assessment Office of grizzly bear 
populations in the Purcells revealed 
no appreciable amounts of grizzly 
bears in the area. It concluded that 
if the resort were contained, impact 
on the bear population could be mit- 
igated. 

“The resort is a biological catas- 
trophe," says Andy Miller, a biologist 
quoted on the Wildsight website, an 
environmental advocacy agency for 
Canada's Columbia and Rocky 
Mountains. 

The proposed area is directly adja- 
cent to an already designated pristine 
alpine pass, bordered by clear cuts 
from the logging industry to the east 
and west. Biologists claim the resort 
would complete a full barrier against 
crucial north-south movement of ani- 
mals adverse to human habitation— 
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Good times for the average skier and 
unlucky for World Cup competitors in 
Beaver Creek Colorado. Last weekend 










614 Patricia St. 


852-6262 


the men’s Super G race was postponed 
because of too much snow. Racers are 
seeing both ends of the spectrum this 
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Strong start for Canadians 





caribou, grizzly bears and wolverines 
in the Purcells. 

Only 17-30 per cent of all mountain 
caribou adjacent to the area remain. 
Grizzly bear expert Dr Brian Horejsi 
reports the resort would increase 
local grizzly bear deaths by 500 to 
1100 per cent. 

JGR developers have tried to 


“If peer- -reviewed science of ¢}, 
significance is not enough to infly. 
ence a government decision aro), 
Jumbo, clearly the provincial goy, 
ment is not living up to its com, 
ment to a meaningful environme;,.. 
assessment that is not politics), 
influenced ... This confirms the j,, 
decade long assertion of Kooten, 


appease biologists and conservation- residents that the heart of the \j,, 


ists by containing development, but 
Miller maintains, “ ... the negative 
effects of the Jumbo Resort cannot be 
adequately mitigated ... Whether the 
resort ski runs are 100 metres or 500 
metres away from critical wildlife 
habitat is not the issue. The issue is 
that it should not be built, period.” 


IN SEPTEMBER 2007, a new study by 
seven of the world’s leading experts 
found far less grizzly bears in the 
drainages around the Jumbo Valley 
than previously reported. Grizzlies 
were at 54 per cent of their potential, 
where 50 per cent deems the species 
“threatened.” JGR proponents had 
used a figure of 93 per cent when it 
was given environmental assessment 
approval. 

“This peer-reviewed information 
clearly reveals the misinformation 
presented by the proponent, and used 
in the environmental assessment 
process in regard to impacts on griz- 
zly bears in the Purcells," says Dave 
Quinn on Wildsight. 


early season after sparse conditions at 
Lake Louise a week earlier. 

The snow conditions may have been 
spotty but our racers have been bang on. 
Calgary’s Jan Hudec became the first 
Canadian man to ever win a downhill 
race at Lake Louise. Following three 
recent knee surgeries, Hudec had won- 
dered if there was anything left in his 
young body. But those questions have 
now been put to rest. 

Last weekend the ladies went to Lake 
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Purcells is not an appropriate p\,,., 
for a city-resort of 6200 people.” 

Matt Austin of the Ministry 
Water, Land and Air has since sta), fr 
mitigative actions, such as prohibitiy, 
motorized public access to are, 
beyond the Jumbo drainage, wi}) ,, 
achieve a “no impact” standard ji. 
location of JGR will actually fragmen 
the fledging grizzly bear distribut),, 
and further hinder their sensjji, 
reproductive health. 

A “Jumbo Wild” campaign stare, 
by local residents claims suppor ; 
growing. High-profile advocate Ny 
MVP Scott Niedermayer has spo} 
publicly against JGR, and Kickin 
Horse coffee has branded an organi. 
fair trade bean to raise awarenes 

.JGR currently has a conditiona| 
environmental assessment certifica 
but it must meet the conditions of tha: 
certificate before proceeding. Zonin; 
the area for development is the ney: 
big hurdle for JGR, and thousands of 
Kootenay residents are ready to fight 
for what they claim is their land. v_ 


at World Cup 





Louise and Canada’s Britt Janyk took home 

the third-place medal. This was Janyks | 
best finish ever and she too had a story io | 
tell. At the beginning of last year—based | 
on poor results in the past—Britt had to | 
fund her own way on to the team. After | 
posting a $25 000 cheque she went on to 
two fourth-place finishes that resulted \n 
her getting $20 000 back. I'm guessing | 
that after placing third in the first downhill | 
of the year, Britt will be on a free ride for | 
the rest of the season. w 
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ARICH / hobbi@vueweekly.com 
y most winter sports, tempera- 
“ture has a big impact on what 
Bg! wear and what gear you 
Have you stopped to consider 
s impact on what you eat 
d drink? Nutrition and hydration are 
as important in winter as in sum- 
‘mer, but cold temperatures change 
uses fluid and food. 
» Good nutrition helps regulate your 
core temperature to keep you warm, 
as well as refuel your working mus- 
‘cles. In the summer, sweating easily 
ates temperature by removing 
oes But in the winter, you 
need that excess heat to avoid freez- 
ing, which is also why it seems we 
sweat less in the cold. 

Consider winter. The air is cold and 
dry. The ambient temperature, far less 
than your own temperature, sucks heat 
from your body. Your core temperature 
would drop and your lungs would 
freeze if your furnace (also known as 
metabolism) didn’t kick in to warm and 
humidify inhaled air. As a result, you 
burn calories to keep warm. 

The system isn’t perfect, however. 
Exhaling humidified air makes you 
lose considerable amounts of water, 
but cold weather fogs your thirst 
mechanism and reduces your urge to 
drink. It may also seem like you're not 
really sweating. 

Now add altitude. Oxygen is low and 
the air is dry, so water and energy to 





= NUTRITION 


breathe are in even higher demand. 

Add out-of-shape weekend warriors 
who use extra body water as they inef- 
ficiently burn energy and regulate tem- 
perature and you’ve got some 
potentially dangerous things to discov- 
er on the mountain or trails. In as little 
15 minutes, dehydration develops. 
Awareness slows and reaction time fal- 
ters, a particularly dangerous state in 
the backcountry. Winter athletes and 
enthusiasts really need to be conscious 
of their fluid and nutritional intake. 


“SWEAT LOSSES CAN range from 2 - 4 


litres per day, up to 2 - 4 litres per 
hour,” depending on the sport, inten- 
sity, your fitness and clothing, says 
registered dietitian Charlotte Varem- 
Sanders of Athletic Nutrition Services. 
Two cups (500ml) of fluid per hour is 
the bare minimum for downhill activi- 
ties. During nordic skiing or snow- 
shoeing, losses are more like 750ml 
per hour and up. 

Sound like a lot? It is. But that's 
how much you're losing. Have a look 
at your pee after activity. Is it yellow 
like lemonade? You're okay. Darker 
like apple juice? You're dehydrated. 

“Weigh yourself before and after your 
winter sport,” says Varem-Sanders. “A 


two pound weight loss is one litre of 
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fluid, so make sure you drink that much 
while you're exercising.” 

Sport drinks with sodium can help 
you retain water better, but they 
aren't essential if you're near water 
sources. Drinking water regularly and 
eating salty foods like granola or sport 
bars are less sticky, more filling 
options than sport drinks. If you're 
venturing far into the woods or back- 
country for a half-day or more, bring a 
powder sport drink to add to your 
water. Unfortunately, caffeine and 
alcohol are dehydrating. If you're 
planning an intense day, go easy on 
the coffee and save the pints until 
after you return. 


WARM FOODS AND LIQUIDS are ideal 
but generally impractical for winter 
sports. Where cold foods and fluids 
chill the body, hot foods can help you 
save energy by keeping you warm 
Whenever possible, reach for soup or 
chili in the cafeteria or bring a ther- 
mos. Whole grain bread, bagels, pasta 
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X) Grey Sweatshirt 
Canadian Tire money 


with tomato sauce, cereals, peanut 
butter sandwiches, lean meat and 
low-fat cheese are good side choices. 
These contain carbohydrates that 
your body uses to fuel medium to high 
intensity activities, and some protein 
for hard-working muscles 

Continually replacing carbohy- 
drates used for exercise and warming 
will slow fatigue and chill. This is 
especially important for kids, who 
lose even more water and burn com- 
paratively more energy in the cold 
than adults. Bring energy bars, trail 
mix, bananas, sandwiches or low fat 
cookies like Fig Newtons for snacks, 
and plan to eat a small snack every 
30-45 minutes (100-200 calories) dur- 
ing backcountry hiking, cross-country 
skiing or snowshoeing, and every one 
to two hours for downhill skiing or 
snowboarding 


BODY SIZE, EFFORT, time, fitness and 


age determine how much energy as 
carbohydrates you use. When lying 
down or sleeping, a 70kg person will 
burn about 80 calories per hour— 
equal to half a granola bar. Leisurely 
downhill skiing burns about two gra- 
nola bars—350 calories per hour. If 
you cranked it up on a double black 
diamond run or went snowshoeing 
for the same time, you'd use four 
whole granola bars or two pieces of 
vegetarian pizza (600 calories). 
Cross-country skiing and ice climb- 
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Id weather sports versus your health 


ing are far more taxing, owing to high® 
er intensity and longer time doing the 
activity. Ice climbers use approximately 
800 calories per hour, similar to seven 
or eight pieces of bread. Cross-country 
ski racers largely considered the “most 
fit” of all athletes, burn more calories 
per hour than almost any other sport 
1000 calories per hour for a 70kg ath- 
lete. That's a whole loaf of bread, or a 
box of Kraft Dinner. 

Carbohydrates are also the energy 
source for shivering. When your body 
shakes and your teeth chatter, you 
use energy from carbs. This reduces 
the amount available for activity, and 
eventually hinders your ability to 
maintain your core temperature, 
much less performance. “Shivering 
Can increase your energy needs by up 
to 250 per cent, most of this from car- 
bohydrates,” says Varem-Sanders 
Other sources describe a six-fold 
increase in energy needs during 
extreme conditions 

Cold weather and high altitudes 
mean higher energy, specifically carbo- 
hydrates, and water requirements 
Remember your appetite and thirst sig- 
nals are numbed by cold temperatures, 
so it’s up to you to plan for snack and 
water breaks. Nutrition and hydration 
will impact your performance, your 
endurance and your comfort. The best 
tactics to maintaining energy and stay- 
ing warm to enjoy your endeavors? Eat 
regularly, and drink often. v 
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CONDITION 


owboards - Skateboards REPORT 


Local 

Rabbit Hill — 52 cm base, 6 cm new snow. 8 runs, 5 
lifts open. 

Snow Valley — 60 cm base, 5 cm new snow. 7 runs, 4 
lifts open. 

Alberta 


Lake Loaise — 92 cm base, 27 em new snow. 28 runs, 
7 lifts open. 

Marmot Basin — 71 cm base, 0 cm new snow. 48 
Tuns, 5 lifts open. 

Mt. Norquay — Opens Dec 7 

Sunshine Village — 118 cm base, 57 cm new snow. 


B.C. 

Femie (Kootenay Rockies) — Opens Dec 8 

Mt Weshington (Vancouver Island) — Opens Dec 6 
Panorama (Invermere) — Opens Dec 26 

Powder King (Pine Pass) — 190 cm base, 23 em new 
snow. 

Whistler/ Blackcomb — 118 cm base, 6 cm new snow. 
Siiver Star — 98 cm base, 33 cm new snow. 2 runs, 1 
lift open. 

Big White — 68 cm base, 2 cm new snow. 4 nuns, 3 


U.S.A. 


Big Sky (Montana) — Opens Dec 8, projected 38 runs. 
Great Divide (Marysville, MT) — 46 cm base. 4 runs 
open. 

Schweitzer Mt. (Sandpoint, 1D) — Opens Dec 14 
Silver Mt. Resort (Kellogg, 1D) — N/A 

Sum Valley (Idaho) — 89 cm base, 41 cm new snow. 6 
uns, 1 lift open. 


All conditions accurate as of Dee 5, 2007 
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Snowboards - Skateboards 


10054 167th ST. NW 
Edmonton AB; 48, 3-2 05 


Sun Ridge — 40 cm base, 5 cm new snow. 3 runs, 4 
lifts open. 
Edmonton Ski Club — N/A 


Nakiski — Opens Dec 8 

Castle Mountain — Opens Dec 15 
Tawatinaw — N/A 
Nakiski — Opens Dec 8 

Castle Mountain — Opens Dec 15 
Tawatinaw — N/A 


lifts open. 
Apex — 59 cm base, 1 cm new snow. 2 runs, 


Sun Peaks — 91 cm hase, 32 cm new snow. 37 runs,9 | 


lifts open. 

Kimberley — Opens Dec 15 
Kicking Horse — Opens Dec 14 
Red Mountain — Opens Dec 7 
White Water — Opens Dec 8 
Revelstoke — Opens Dec 22 


49 North — Opens Dec 7 

Mt Spokane — Opens Dec 7 
Lookout Pass — Opens Dec 7 
Crystal Mountain — Opens Dec 7 
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BANFF 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 36 
UNDER THE CATEGORY OF unintended 


consequences, Banff-Lake Louise 
Tourism president Julie Canning has 
led the charge to permanently close 
Banff Avenue to cars. The newly 
elected Town Council is taking a wait- 
and-see approach. Many Banff locals, 
pleasantly surprised by a traffic-free 
Banff Avenue, have spoken up in 
favour of allowing only pedestrian 
traffic on the street. Councillor and 
former Banff mayor Leslie Taylor has 
tracked some of the debate at latay- 
lor.com/blog. (For more on Banff 
Refreshing, visit banff.ca.) 

Meanwhile, a 10-minute walk from 
Banff Avenue, the Banff Centre is cel- 
ebrating its 75th year in 2008, kicking 
things off with a new Banff Winter 
Arts Festival. Opening weekend (Jan 
11-13) features a classical music con- 
cert, a headline event by high-energy 
percussionists Scrap Arts Music and 
an Avalanche Awareness Night. 

Mixing entertainment with educa- 
tion, the Avalanche Awareness Night 
features films from the Banff Mountain 
Film Festival on climbing, skiing, 
snowboarding, avalanche awareness 
and mountain rescue. There are safety 
presentations by Parks Canada, moun- 
tain guides, avalanche forecasters and 
rescue specialists. This annual com- 
munity event is a popular introduction 
for the many skiers and boarders who 
are new to Banff, and for everyone else 
who still ventures beyond the marked 
Skill hill boundaries. 








Like the ski hills, the Banti yy 
Arts Festival plans for a lor 
through the winter month 
firmed shows presented as Part of the 
Playbill Series include Blue Rode; an 
21), Xavier Rudd (Feb 17) John Har 
mond Quartet (Feb 22) Tt, 
Dance Theatre (Feb 29), u- 
Workman (Mar 22), Los Lobo: 
30) and more. 

Also on the Banff Centre campu 
the Walter Phillips Gallery for coy 
temporary Art. Opening mid-Fe bruary 
Is Anthem: Perspectives on Home anj 
Native Land. Curated by Ryan pice 
this show features the work of seven 
artists on the theme of Canadian 
identity, nationhood, and nationalism 
(For more on the Banff Winter 4r 
Festival, visit banffcentre.ca.) v 
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age music generation, 
E maybe just every five-year 
en inment media cycle, 
ceems to need a favourite fallen idol 
to define themselves by—what's the 
pint of a rise to fame otherwise? 
Before the decay of Britney Spears 
was all the news fit to print, there was 
the break-up of the Spice Girls, the 
drive-by murders of Tupac and Biggie 
Smalls and the death of Kurt Cobain 
{which got a spin-off series, the 
Courtney Love Meltdown Saga). 


> | SAT OECD, TUE DEC 11, THU DEC 13(9 PM) 
A | MON, DEC 10, WED, DEC 12 (7 PM) 


KURT COBAIN: 


ABOUT A SON 
DIRECTED BY A SCHNAEK 
WETRO CEA, 1D 
Jot tote 


MUSH 


So there are a few levels of irony to 
the opening words of Kurt Cobain: 
About A Son, the man saying, “God, 
my life's so fucking boring ... we don’t 
deserve to have a book written about 
us." As Cobain already felt deeply, the 
tabloids and countless fans found his 
life so interesting that the spotlight had 
narrowed into a blinding interrogation 
lamp and now seemed like the single 
headlight of an oncoming train. And 
after his body was discovered on Apr 8, 
1994, his death redefined his life with 
that steep are of tragedy, catapulting 
him into that rebels-who-died-too- 
young music pantheon, along with 
Lennon and Joplin and Hendrix. His life 
could never be seen as boring again. 

The book Cobain mentions is the 
one he's being interviewed for by 
Michael Azerrad. Come As You Are: 
The Story of Nirvana was published six 
Months before Cobain was found 
dead from a gunshot wound (general- 
y agreed to be self-inflicted). AJ 
Schnack’s documentary pieces 
together snippets of Azerrad’s 25 
hours of interviews (between Decem- 
ber 1992 and March 1993), ordering 
them by the chronology of Cobain’s 
life, and Plays them over camera 
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shots and still photos of schools, 
streets, stores and people in the 
towns where Cobain lived: Aberdeen, 
Olympia, Seattle. 


$0 COBAIN'S LIFE BECOMES, if not bor- 


ing, fairly mundane. The effect is star- 
tlingly de-mythologizing at first, then 


just plain poignant. None of Nirvana's 
music seethes out here, so it’s fasci- 
nating to reconcile Cobain’s slacker 
howl over chipping guitar chords with 
a sodden Pacific Northwest of logging 
trucks and fishing boats. 

The interviews only cover a few 
months of Cobain's thoughts, before 


his life got even messier. And any 
anti-mythology is bound to be a bit 
disingenuous, since Cobain’s music 
and death can’t be kept out of the 
story. Schnack’s doc is almost too 
unrooted, too generic. But then, this is 
about a boy just trying to make some 
sort of mark—at some point, as the 


INTRODUCING 


INTRALASE” 


ee on Seattle 






shots of everyday people on the s 
emphasize, ali this “brooding and 
bellyaching” and searching and disil- 
lusion isn’t any more special because 
he’s Kurt Cobain: “It's not any more 
my story than anybody else's.” 

Until seven, Cobain even felt pretty 
lucky, he says, part of the last inn 
cent American generation. He circles 
back to his parents’ divorce through- 
out, wondering why parents can’t 
act civilly to each other for the sake o 
their children. 

The fissure of his nuclear family 
seems to have made Cobain feel more 
like an alien (he imagined coming to 
this strange planet by UFO). His alien- 
ation, mutating into deep misan- 
thropy and a deeply conflicted feeling 
of outsider-ness, seeps through 
Cobain was drawn to punk (“three- 
chord noise and screaming”) and the 
indie music scene because of their 
rebelliousness but also by a driving 
need to make his own statement. He 
voiced his personal turmoil so well 
and at just the right time for success 
to blow him up, turning him into a 
kind of outsider spokesman he never 
wanted to be, at a time when music is 
nothing more than a “fashion state- 
ment and an identity.’ 

Other details are telling. This per- 
son who often felt on the verge of 
mental breakdown (in part because of 
a mysterious, chronic stomach pain 
only eased by heroin) had an interest 
in turtles, whose hard shell is in fact 
fragile, he says, and they “split in two 
if they stay stuck on their back 

Media hounding only fed Cobain’s 









antisocial anger: “I just wanna beat 
the shit out of them,” he says of all the 
unnecessary evils in the world, and 


the gossip rags are fast becoming his 
main target. 

Music’s become a job and he's feel- 
ing lost again—why does the band 
even “deserve to have a book” about 
them? The last of the few photos of 
Cobain here shows a dishevelled boy- 
man with dirty blonde hair, his sleeves 
and pants a little long, back tumed on 
us, looking out from the stage, still not 
quite figuring out how to fit in. v 
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In July 2006, Juan Pablo Rebella was 
found dead from a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound in his Montevideo apartment by 
his girlfriend and his co-writer, co-director 
Pablo Stoll. He had, it seemed, drunk half 
a bottle of whisky. 

Whisky (First Run; includes an inter- 
view with Rebella and Stoll) was the pair's 
second and last film together, a delightful- 
ly droll festival hit coming from a country 
not known for its cinema—the filmmak- 
ers, who met in university, remarked, “It is 
extremely difficult to produce a film in 
Uruguay because it is difficult to produce 
anything at all in Uruguay.” 

Whisky—a word photographers in the 
country use to get a smile for the cam- 
era—shows Uruguay as an in-between, 
slightly left out and left behind place, 
somewhere for Argentinians and Brazil- 
ians to visit. The Brazilian here is Herman 
(Jorge Bolani), visiting his brother Jacobo 
Koller (Andrés Pazus), Jewish owner of a 
small sock factory where Marta (Mirella 
Pascual) is his assistant. 

Little, everyday things make up this ten- 
der, quietly funny slice-of-life movie. The 
tedious but dignified ritual of work whirrs 
and grinds along within the factory's dingy, 
weathered walls. Jacobo is disgruntled as 
Herman, wearing sunglasses and a leather 


In life. 


jacket, acts coolly unimpressed and fre- 
quently mentions the success of his own 
sock factory. In one hilarious scenes, 
Jacobo flares up at a soccer match while 
cheering for his team, displacing his frater- 
nal irritation on the linesman: “Thief! Shove 
that flag up your ass, motherfucker!” 
Otherwise, this is an understated, 
introverted film—echoing Aki Kaurisma- 
ki’s best work—that gravitates to the 
reserved, unassuming Marta, her deep- 
set eyes and flattened hair gaining the 
slightest spark and sheen as she comes 
out of her shell for the role that Jacobo’s 
asked her to play. Whisky is her film, in 
the end, a film that simply, sweetly pays 
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attention to a solitary, humble, quiet life. 


DUE WEST OF MONTEVIDEO, across the 
mouth of the Rio Plata, is Buenos Aires. 
One of Daniel Burman’s first films is often 
credited with launching the country’s 
“New Cinema” in 1998, but it’s a trilogy 
he’s known for, all starring Daniel Hendler 
as Ariel, an Argentinian Jew. In the third 
film, Family Law (Mongrel), he’s Ariel 
Perelman, junior to his father (Artéro 
Goetz), a “Zelig among lawyers” who picks 
up assorted mannerisms from his clients 
as he makes his rounds early in the mom- 
ing, going from his office to law buildings 
to cafés. He uses a man for false testimo- 





_$— wa 


ny in many of his cases, but then his son 
pays a man to act as a case study in wit- 
ness recall for his university classes. And 
they both like to eye the ladies. 

Ariel, settled with Pilates instructor 
Sandra (Julieta Diaz) and their young boy, 
is still trying to figure out his position in 
the world, to get comfortable. He tells |it- 
tle lies and is a passerby in his own life, 
slightly aloof, looking on, not quite sure 
of himself as father or as son or some- 
thing else. Hendler (a limping, bleached- 
blond Argentinian honeymooner in 
Whisky) plays Ariel as affable but slightly 
puzzled, a little discomfited. 

Family Law isn't as focussed as its 
predecessor, Lost Embrace, but it's a gen- 
tle little drama about the shades of fathers 
passing through their sons, and it’s 
brushed with light touches of whimsy and 
bemusement. Until he’s jolted, Ariel pass- 
es through the motions of his busy life 
without quite enough reflection. “I'm pay- 
ing not to take part!” he says of his reluc- 
tance to get involved in a school event 
with son Gast6n (Burman’s own son Aloy), 
The ending is a delicate questioning of the 
slight madness of city life, the rush so 
many of us are a little too swept up in. 


IT’S HARD TO BE MOVED by a narrative 
that seems to be treading water, unless 
the setting is such a Dead Sea it can only 
be drifted through. Alexis Dos Santos’ 
Glue (Picture This; includes director inter- 
view and deleted scenes), true to its sub- 
title, “A History of Adolescence in the 





“FILM 


Middle of Nowhere,” tumbles in a 
This is teenage torpor near the eddy 
the world—Lueas (Nahuel Pére, } 
yart, from Fabian Bielinsky’s Pat, 
set thriller E/ Aura) and his friend \y uP 
(Nahuel Viale) live in a smali towr ‘ 
the vast skies and scrubland o Pat 
nia, southwest of Buenos Aires 

Tune in at any point and you’) find voy 
self in the lost world of these adotec», . 
sun dazzling down, wind Whistling aroyp, 
a coarse, sticky horniness in the ai, 7. 
teens grope and fumble through ih 
desire, sex and gender heat-mi, i0ir 
away. The look isn’t far from the ray i, 
cism of Argentina's Lucrecia Martel , 


cially if she made something like Dayiy 
Gordon Green's George Washington, iy, 


reds and dirt-browns swirl. Shots are 
posely jagged, with off-centre close. 


and prettily fuzzy long shots, nothing \ full 


focus yet for these teens, limbs tanajin, 
bodies blurred and bleary. The perfor 
@s are remarkably assured. 

Lucas, lead singer for a rough and sty, 


bling band, listens to the squawk and jo. 


of American rock in his sprawling sya, 
time. His and Andrea's (Inés Efron, wh 
in Burman’s next film) confession 
Over rougher footage. The searching, rear 
aimlessness of adolescence is poetics 
and truthfully bottled here, but th 
also fades away at the edges, so unco) 
pled from any clear place and time the 
nearly evaporates into a haze of lanai 
and desire that could be sticking to aimo 
any teenager, anywhere. w 










Directing duo eis off the stage and 
on the screen, again, with Losing Will 
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f ‘e basically just started 
with a full-length movie, 
and that was kind of stu- 


pid, if you think about it,” explains 
Mike Robertson, leaning over a table 
while waiting for co-director Arlen 
Konopaki to return with a hot bever- 
age. “We pretty much had to learn the 
entire filmmaking process on our first 
one, and figure out all our own tricks 
for how to do things.” 

Though there’s a pretty good chance 
you know who Robertson and Konopa- 
ki are, you may not have known that 
they were filmmakers. Set to premiere 
their second full-length feature, Losing 
Will, at Metro this weekend—after 
2005's The Greatest Love Story Ever 
Told, the film Robertson is referencing 
above—odds are you'll recognize the 
duo better from some of their other 
gigs around town: Konopaki has a reg- 
ular spot at Rapid Fire Theatre's week- 
end shows, most notably as one half of 
lauded duo Scratch, while Robertson is 
a sometime-improvisor and the gui- 
tarist/keyboardist/accordionist/what- 
éver-else-ist for rising Edmonton 
rockers Hot Panda. 

Their better-known backgrounds 
quite naturally come into play in Losing 
Will, in the form of a soundtrack con- 
sisting of notable locals like Hot 
Panda, Whitey Houston and Christian 
hansen, and more significantly in the 
film's overall structure: with the help of 
a few of their RFT friends, the duo 
improvised the whole movie, from 
pening shot to closing scene. 

“The film actually came from a show 
Julian [Faid] and Joey [Vanderhelm] 
and 1 did at Chimprov that had the 
Same basic plot,” explains Konopaki, 
referencing his co-stars in the story 
about a man paralyzed in a car acci- 
dent (Konopaki) who asks his friends 
(Faid and Vanderhelm) to take him on 
one last road trip-before helping him 
commit suicide. “Mike and | were look- 
ing for something to do after Love 
Story, and I really liked this idea, so we 
took the show as a rough—really 
Tough—outline and went with it.” 


STILL, DESPITE THE FACT robertson 
and Konopaki were working with tal- 
€nted people who also just happened 
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to be close friends, shooting a movie 
entirely without a script presented 
some unique challenges—not the least 
of which was the fact that, as a movie 
dealing with a quadriplegic wanting to 
commit suicide, it's a little bit darker 
than the average improv bit. 

“One of the reasons we liked it was 
because there was room for a lot of 
jokes and humour with three guys just 
kind of hanging around in a car, but it 
was also a chance to do something a 
bit more dramatic,” explains Konopaki. 

“Yeah, something more serious or 
dramatic is kind of a thing that people 
don’t usually try too often in an impro- 
vised move,” adds Robertson. “Christo- 
pher Guest movies are all really funny, 
but they don't put a lot of drama in 
there—except, | guess, Mighty Wind, 
where it works pretty well—and pretty 
much all of the local Edmonton-made 
and Alberta-made improv movies are 
pure comedy. That's sort of the easy 
thing to do and that’s the fun thing to 
do, but I think we wanted to try some- 
thing different, because you should 
sometimes.” 

As for why it is that most people 
drift towards comedy when it comes to 
improv—though it is worth pointing 
out that, even for the serious subject 
matter, much of the film is filled with 
the kind of deadpan, non-sequitur 
humour one tends to associate with 
Edmonton improvisors—the duo isn’t 
quite sure, but wonders how their rep- 
utation as improvisors will affect peo- 
ple’s perceptions going in. 

“{ don't really think it’s harder [to do 
dramatic improv],” says Konopaki, “it’s 
just more acceptable and more the 
norm to do comedy. In a lot of ways, 
improvised drama should be really 
easy, as well, because there's the 
opportunity to react spontaneously to 
what's going on around you. Maybe 
people are just worried about it being 


boring to people.” 

"That's like—well, | kind of wonder 
what people will think about this 
movie, people who are familiar with 
improv as an art form or especially 
with the local improv community,” 
interjects Robertson. “I'm a bit worried 
that people are going to laugh when 
they find out he’s paralyzed, just 
because they're kind of expecting com- 
edy, because they know improv or they 
know the actors and are used to seeing 
them do comedy.” 

-“You know, | bet if we screened it for 
an audience that wasn’t from Edmon- 
ton, wasn't really familiar with us, it 
would be fine,” considers Konopaki, 
“but once you put it in front of a room 
full of a TheatreSports audience or 
people who know how we are as 
improvisers, it might take a while for 
them to adjust to the fact it’s not just 
comedy all the time.” 

“Yeah, | guess we really don’t know 
what's going to happen,” replies 
Robertson, with a slightly hangdog, 
deadpan lilt. “But isn’t that what 
improv is like, really?” w 
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Who knew following a Gypsy 
Caravan could be this powerful? 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

n 2001, Jasmine Dellal (American 
| eee and various cinematogra- 

phers—among them, famous doc- 
gnaker Albert Maysles—followed the 
six-week 2001 Gypsy Caravan tour 
around North America, sponsored by 
the World Music Institute. But When 
The Road Bends: Tales of a Gypsy 
Caravan isn't just footage of a Roma 
diaspora of musicians from India, 
Macedonia, Romania and Spain and 
their vibrant, pulsing, rollicking 
sounds. Dellal and company visit 
their performers at home, in 
Rajasthan, Skopje, Clejani and jerez 
de la Frontera, among the communi- 
ties they've helped bring electricity to 
with sales of their music, or with the 
families that they play for at wed- 
dings. And by the end, you'll almost 
wish for more concert footage 

The pain is there in these magnifi- 
cent performers’ voices: throaty 
Juana’s anguish from the days when 
her husband and children had fallen 
into drugs, knife-sharp violinist 
Celiu’s memories of his four-year- 
old, who burnt to death, Harish’s 
self-taught dancing even after his 
parents had died while he was a 
teenager. The formidable Esma 
Redzepova, the “Queen of the Gyp- 
sies” who still boasts an astounding 
voice, took in and raised 47 children 
with her non-Roma (gadjo) husband 
at a time when Roma-gadjo relation- 
ships were scorned. Many of them 
became musicians, and she always 
tours with some of them 

Johnny Depp, who got to know 
Nicolae Neacsu (an old man 
sparkling with a mischievous spirit) 
and other Roma musicians while 
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shooting The Man Who Cried, notes 
the bigotry, persecution, and Nazi 
genocide that the Roma have suf- 
fered, and the stereotypes that still 
remain, the burden “these beautiful 
men have to carry ... on their backs.” 
Movies bear some blame, too—Tony 
Gatlif’s cinematic travelogues 
through the Roma universe are 
overshadowed by Borat, some of it 
shot in a Romanian village and 
mocking the ways in which many 
Roma still live. 


BUT BEYOND IT ALL, there’s a fellow 
feeling, a common but indefinable 
rhythm (perhaps most obvious in a 
brief montage of three singers’ voic- 
es here). Roma music mixes the 
pain, longing, restlessness and joy of 
life into a bittersweet celebration. 
"Gypsies carry protest inside them- 
selves,” one musician notes, while 
Juana talks of the Spanish sense of 
Duende’ ... the spirit that makes 
you cry or laugh.” There’s also a 
jauntiness to the songs that flirts 
with defiance, a refusal to take the 
easy path, the straight road. 

That road began in India, where 
the Roma originated, 10 million of 
them dispersing. There, at the start 
of the film, a Gypsy child just jumps 


in, playing an instrument exquisitely. 
Celiu plays all through the night for a 
wake. A boy holds a trumpet as a 
horse-drawn cart takes him along a 
dirt path through town. 

On their winding trip through the 
continent, performers eat together, 
joke around, even catch fish from a 
campus pool. There’s a festive 
atmosphere and any language differ- 
ences dissolve on stage. There’s a 
lovely moment where no one seems 
to agree on the group finale, but 
then a horn’s blown, a drum strikes 
up and everyone starts to dance and 
swing. The energy is electric, the 
camerawork crisp and colourful, the 
editing note-perfect. 

Individuals dance and trill but 
always return to the group. Antonio 
El Pipa taps and struts in front of his 
aunt Juana, Harish pads and sways 
to the four-man Maharaja, and the 
11 men of the brass-and-woodwind 
band Fanfare Ciocarlia spill out their 
notes while the dozen in Taraf De 
Haidouks play flute, accordion, vio- 
lin and more. Wedding music, bal- 
lads, classical, jazz, folk, sufi trance, 
Arabic strains and klezmer melt into 
the soundscape. 

But When The Road Bends makes 
it clear is that, even scattered into 
Raga music, horn and string bands 
or torrid flamenco dancing, there’s a 
fierce, proud energy and passion 
that flows through every note here. 
As one performer says, “Music con- 
tains all life.” But for the Roma, 
music sounds the notes of a harsh, 
maligned cultural history, making 
them all the more unforgettable 
while demanding remembrance, 
even awe. V 
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Golden Compass trades 
Catholic criticism for Cc; 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 
here are several rich pagan- 
referencing opportunities 
buried within Chris Weitz's 
screen adaptation of The Golden 
Compass, one example being a 
polar bear whose loss of identity and 
alcoholism is attributed to a stolen 
suit of sky iron armour. His speech to 
the young heroine Lyra (Dakota Blue 
Richards) addresses several times 
the vacant state of his “soul,” and 
with that his ability to battle the 
other bears. And this really pisses 
him off, so he stays drunk all the 
time in an alley while humans work 
him to death. It’s a unique melodra- 
matic play between the Apollo- 
Dionysus model (take a second, 
google it), enough to make Camille 
Paglia squeal her knickers off. 

But the cantankerous polar bear 
situation hardly delivers on what's 
steaming under the surface of a cav- 
alcade of ordinarily treated fantasti- 
cal events. The Golden Compass is 
apparently quite overcautious of its 
ideological power, keeping at bay the 
controversial religious criticism of 
Philip Pullman's original novel. 

Lyra Belacqua is a wide-eyed 
brown-haired moppet, orphaned and 
taking refuge amongst stern scholars 
at Oxford’s Jordan college. A brief 
visit by Lord Asriel (a bearded Daniel 
Craig) to the college investigating a 
substance called “dust” kicks Lyra’s 
curiosity into gear, then she vacates 
the school upon the invitation of the 
mysterious glamazon Mrs Coulter 
(Nicole Kidman) to pursue an investi- 
gation into a child-nabbing laborato- 
ry in the cold North. On the way, Lyra 
meets a bundle of characters pre- 
pared to assist her on her journey: 
lorek the polar bear (voiced by Ian 
McKellan), Seraphina Pekkala, the 
queen of a band of witches (Casino 
Royale’s Eva Green) and gun-toting 
traveller Lee Scoresby (Sam Elliott). 

Lyra, armed with the golden com- 


ust a few 
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Pass in question, otherwise known 
the Alethiometer, can use the too} 
discover the truth of anything it 
asked. One of her biggest concen 
the subject of daemons, frightenin 
little creatures, some with the abili 
to shape-shift, that accom; 
human subjects like secondary iden 
ties. In a nutshell, a lot of shit 
down in The Golden Compass 
very little gets explained to audi: 
unfamiliar with the book. And surpri 
ingly, that’s fine, as the fictional wor 
derland is alluring in its unfetteving 
mystery and senselessness 


BUT THE SQUARE PEG in question 


whether the film shies away from 
precisely what has everybody up 
tizzy over the novel at preseni, the 
anti-Catholic subtext that makes i 
Christian metaphor appeer a 
oppressive institution 

Despite a few Da Vinci Cod 
moments between some of the 
dan College bigwigs (including «1 
assassination attempt on tic: 
thinker Lord Asriel), The Golde 
Compass nonetheless occupies 1's: 
with Lyra’s big adventure, and ther 
fore all the CGI effects that go with 
The scene of drunken lorek’s internal 
struggle is a double-take momen 
just when you thought the film was 
talking animals and snowstorm De! 
tles, a cartoon bear reveals wha! 
appears like a soul. Not to mentic! 
the sensuous vamp characle's 
played by Kidman and Green, whem 
the script passes over as though the! 
alluring old Hollywood feminin''y 
had nothing to do with debunk!" 
the myth of Christianity. Vv 
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play them, it’s almost surprising that it’s 
only now we're getting a film from a major Hol- 
lywood director that takes full advantage of our 
‘media-saturation. Not content to pick up on 
‘only one aspect of the cultural zeitgeist, though, 

riter/director Brian De Palma also uses his 
hodgepodge of handheld video camera, faux- 
documentary and internet video to pick apart 
the US invasion of Iraq, pretty much inarguably 
the definitive issue in America in the wake of 
9/11. Combined, they make Redacted an inter- 
esting film if only for its cultural potency. 

For a film that might be one of the most 
vicious of the year—more on that later—Redact- 
ed opens incredibly benignly. Angel Salazar 
(izzy Diaz, one of the many essentially 
unknown actors De Palma employs for added 
effect), a surprisingly optimistic enlistee on his 
first tour of Iraq, stands in front of a mirror, 
introducing himself to his handheld camera. 
Salazar's shaky HandiCam—the footage of 
which he hopes will get him into film school 
once he returns home—is our main window into 
his increasingly frustrated platoon, but it’s not 
the only one: before the credits roll, we'll also 
see through the eyes of a French documentary 
about life on an American checkpoint, an Al- 
Jazeera stand-in reporter, security cameras, 
two-way video conferencing and YouTube (or 
an approximation, anyway). 

As clever a trick as it is—De Palma is certainly 
4 capable enough director to keep it from ever 
feeling like a gimmick—it doesn’t always work. 
The documentary work is an almost spot-on 
fecreation, but the other methods all have their 
flaws, to varying degrees. Salazar's camera does 
4 wonderful job of capturing carefree moments 
of camaraderie, and adds a sloppy, casual feel— 
Used to fantastic effect in two of the films most 
Jatting sequences, neither of which will be ruined 
here—but there are times when it can feel slightly 
contrived, used more to suit De Palma’s motiva- 
characters, something that could 
i about the news and security cam 

internet shots have some poten- 
be too long before someone 
it with their presentation than De 
Palma builds an entire film out of them—but for 
‘the most part are just static asides, chopping up 
the pacing and adding breadth to De Palma's por- 
®ayal, ifnot necessarily depth. 
D FOR ALL THE narrative juggling, it really is 
: that’s the most striking thing about 
ted. I's stirred up a decent amount of con- 
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co WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY BRIAN DE PALMA 

| STARRING 127) DIAZ, ROB DEVANEY, PATRICK CARROLL 
toto 


troversy in the US already, and even though one 
need only look at what kind of self-righteous, 
myopic blowhards are its strongest attackers to 
know how deserved it is, Redacted still carries a 
tremendously powerful message, as well as a 
few of the most cogent, pointed criticisms of the 
war to be put into an American film simmering 
beneath the surface. 

There's little doubt where De Palma stands 
on the war—one of the earliest shots Salazar 
records is an uncomfortably close-up view of a 
hulking scorpion stirring up a nest of ants, only 
to be felled by the insects’ relentless, swarming 
defence of their home—but the film is no 
polemic. Slowly building to its visceral climax, 
the rape and murder of a 14-year-old Iraqi girl 
by two US soldiers, it’s an honest depiction of 
what drives what are essentially decent people 
to horrific despicable acts. (If anything, De 
Palma probably softens the blow a bit by mak- 
ing the eventual rapists delinquent brickheads 
from the get-go.) 

Explaining without excusing, De Palma cap- 
tures the extremes of both abject boredom and 
abject terror for an American soldier in Iraq, a 
place where a private can fall asleep behind a 
mounted machine gun from lack of anything to 
do, only to have his nap disturbed by a car that 
may or may not be full of insurgents rushing 
through his checkpoint, demanding the only 
kind of response a machine gun can give—a 
response that goes a decent way towards 
explaining why the Americans have so many 
insurgents to werry about. 

Interestingly enough, at least part of the 
understanding that De Palma builds here is pret- 
ty much a direct counterpunch to the kind of 
blind, flag-waving rhetoric that’s being used to 
impugn him. In a moment that strikes an 
uneasy balance between nightmarishly chilling 
and horrifically hilarious, an enraged, drunken 
soldier who's about to rape a 14-year-old girl 
waves a gun in the face of one his comrades, 
threatening him with death before punctuating 
the whole scene with a slurred, sarcastic slogan, 
“Support our troops!” 

It’s an incredibly poignant, cutting observa- 
tion of what war can do to a country, never 
mind a man, and a stark proof that De Palma, 
however he's shooting it, is saying something 
his country needs to hear. ¥ 
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PRINCESS 


THEATRE EO 
10337 - Whyte Ave. - 433-0728 


No 6:50pm Mon, Dec 10th 
Private Booking 


THE DARJEELING LTD. 


NIGHTLY 7:00 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 1:00 PM 
RATED 14a 


BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS YOU'RE DEAD 
NIGHTLY 6:50 & 9:10 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00 PM 
VISIT US ON LINE @ (GAGIDLADTPROCTHEATRES.CA 


DECEMBER 6-12 


CONTROL 


NIGHTLY 9:05 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 3:10 PM 
RATED 14d OOMSE LORS 


VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


metro, 


LCT NTE MTA) 


KURT COBAIN 


ABOUT A SON 


SAT & TUES ar 9:00PM 
MON & WED at 7:00PM 


FRIDAY ar 7PM & SPM + SATURDAY & SUNDAY a1 7PM 


TIM BURTOR Sanit 


Se ii apm eae sie DOUBLE BILL! 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema. org 


Metro operates with the support of: 


ee Canada Council Conseil des Arts GA Fouridation 
<P> forthe Ars du Canada 








Hayden Christensen may be Awake 
but the audience definitely isn’t 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 


ile Hayden Christensen’s 

WW ceceentnciates syllables 
might be able to pull off the 

camp required of Darth Vader, when I 


see him! most often feel like I’m 
watching a 15-year-old in a high 


INTO THE WILD 


INTO THE WILD 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 200 PM 


VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTEANTHEATRES.CA 








| 1 25 FAVA 
—-9722 102 Street 
Edmonton, AB TSK 0X4 
— office (780) 429.1671 


production (780) 424 4368 
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correction” 4 
with Joe Owens ~ 


$55/ members - $65/ 


DEC 11 >», 


= | NOW PLAYING 


hacked 
= | AWAKE 
ee | WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY JOBY HAROLD 
Sr | STARRING HAYDEN CHRISTENSEN, JESSICA ALBA, 
= | LEWAOLIN TERRENCE HOWARD 

bos 


school dinner theatre under the direc- 
tion of a hippy drama teacher in 
hand-made ceramic jewelry. In 
Awake, he plays a young business- 
man in need of a heart transplant 
who during surgery cannot fall asleep 
and waltzes through his memories in 
an out-of-body experience. Needless 
to say, I was a little distracted. 

Clay Beresford (Christensen) is a 
momma's boy in love with a personal 
assistant (Jessica Alba), that of his 
overbearing mother Lilith (Lena Olin). 
Mom doesn’t approve, causing great 
difficulty in their midnight plans to 
elope; on the same night, Clay gets 
word from his pal Dr Harper (Terrence 
Howard) of the arrival of his new 
heart, which he is in desperate need of. 

Again, Clay spites Lilith by allowing 
Dr Harper to perform the surgery, as 
he has a number of malpractice suits 
against him and a creepy assistant 
(Fisher Stevens). But during the opey- 
ation, the anasthetic works only so 
well; while Clay is paralyzed, he can't 
fall asleep and is forced to stay awake 
while they slice him open and remove 


JCOLOUR |/ 


-} 


} 






n-members 


ciety - Alberta is a not-for-profit art 








50 SWESKLY DE 6-DEC 12,2007 


his heart. Then something 
heard by Clay as he lies the; 
agony. 


IT WOULD BE CRUEL of me to 


which also limits me in 
decent rundown of the maii } 
the film. Nonetheless, | can expound 
the Saw-like experience of the surgen 
sequences, which are e« 
cringe-worthy in the overlay of ci 
internal monologue on the slicing and 
dicing of his pale, lean body. in a wa 
it’s completely absurd, like the 
techniques of a 1960s low-bid 
psycho-thriller. It's almost something 
that a French auteur like 
Chabrol or Francois Ozon could pull 
off in a startling fashion, emb: 
both its ridiculousness and intensity 

_ But director Joby Harold is stuck 
with Christensen and his overeage! 
pursuit of a comfortable character 
role since the Star Wars franchist 
expired. While he’s not particularly 
awful as Clay, Christensen’s not thal 
engaging, either, stifling connecti ns 
with the sophisticated Olin ani 
dreampuff Alba (who once again con 
tributes her signature bare-breas! 
sans-nipple shot). 

At most, Awake is a renter. The! 
nothing worse than realizing y°" 
spent 12 bucks to watch somebocy " 
the process of teaching themse!ve> 
act. v 
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BDAY | 


THE WET ‘SECRETS 








a polar bear and a 
always tells the 


by Philip Pullman. 
Busch’s review on page 


or of a pakistan refugee camp by 
out | on a ay that they hope will 


Losiie WILL After a car accident leaves 
him a quadriplegic, a man asks his friends 
to take him on one last road trip before 
he commits suicide. Read David Berry's 
interview with local directors Mike 
Robertson and Arlen Konopaki on page 
47. WETRO CINEMA, ZEIDLER HALL: FRI, DEC 7 (7 PM &9 
PM); SAT, DEC 8, SUN, DEC 9 (7 PM) 


KURT COBAIN: ABOUT A SON Director 
AJ Schnack compiles more than 25 hours 
of unreleased interviews with Kurt 
Cobain to create this intimate, demythol- 
ogizing portrait of the iconic and troubled 
musician. Read Brian Gibson's review on 
page 45. METRO CINEMA, ZEIDLER HALL; SAT, DEC 8, 
ak THU, DEC 19 (9 PM); MON, DEC 10, WED, DEC 12 


REDACTED Director Brian de Palma uses 
handheld cameras, faux-documentaries, 
security cameras and internet video to 
tell the story of of a group of American 
soldiers on duty in Iraq who end up raping 
and Killing a young Iraqi girl. Read David 
Berry's review on page 49. 


WHEN THE ROAD BENDS: TALES OF A 
GYPSY CARAVAN Director Jasmine Del- 
lal (American Gypsy) uses the 2001 Gypsy 
Caravan tour as a launching point to 
explore the essential roots Gypsy music 
has in Gypsy culture, and how it reflects 
centuries of a complex, frequently 
Oppressed culture. Read Brian Gibson's 
hd on page 48. METAD CINEMA, ZEIDLER HALL; 
ey 10, WED, DEC 12 (9 PM); TUE, DEC 11, 








_CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
6094 Connaught Dr. Jasper, 852-4749~ 
GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children) 
Fri Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00 


CINEMA AT THE CENTRE 


‘Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square 496-7070 


IN THIS WORLD (14A) 
Wed 6:30; free 


CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 


190 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 


THIS CHRISTMAS (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Fri-Sat 1:25, 4:00, 6:45, 9:15, 11:40; Sun- 
Thu 1:25, 4:00, 6:45, 9:15 


LIONS FOR LAMBS (14A) 
Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:20, 6:55, 9:20, 11:30; Sun- 
Thu 1:40, 4:20, 6:55, 9:20 


30 DAYS OF NIGHT (118A, gory scenes) 
Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45, 12:15; Sun- 
Thu 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45 


WE OWN THE NIGHT (14A, brutal vio- 
lence, sexual content, substance abuse) 
Fri-Sat 1:30, 4:25, 7:10, 9:40, 12:10; Sun- 
Thu 1:30, 4:25, 7:10, 9:40 


THE HEARTBREAK KID (184, sexual 
content) 

Fri-Sat 1:50, 4:45, 7:30, 10:00, 12:25; 
Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:30, 10:00 


GOOD LUCK CHUCK (18A, sexual 
content) 
Fri-Sat 9:30, 11:35; Sun-Thu 9:30 


3:10 TO YUMA (14A, violence) 

Fri-Sat 7:20, 9:50, 12:20; Sun-Thu 7:20, 
9:50 

SUPERBAD (138A) 

Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:15, 7:00, 9:35, 12:05; Sun- 
Thu 1:40, 4:15, 7:00, 9:35 


STARDUST (PG, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for children) 

Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:25, 11:55; Sun- 
Thu 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:25 


UNDERDOG (G) 
Dally 3:05, 4: 
THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (14A) 


Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:40, 7:25, 9:55, 12:15; Sun- 
Thu 1:55, 4:40, 7:25, 9:55 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 

Daily 2:00, 4:50 

HAIRSPRAY (PG) 

Fri-Sat 7:05, 9:55, 12:10; Sun-Thu 7:05, 
9:55 

RATATOUILLE (G) 

Daily 1:35, 4:35, 7710 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence, not rec- 
ommended tor young children) 

Fri-Sat 12:30, 4:10, 7:40, 11:00; Sun-Thu 
12:30, 4:10, 7:40 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 


14231 137th Avenue, 732-2236 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 

lence, not recommended for young chil- 

dren) no passes 

Fri-Sat 12:00, 12:45, 1:30, 2:30, 3:30, 

4:15, 5:15, 6:30, 7:15, 8:00, 9:15, 10:00, 

10:40; Sun-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:00, 12:45, 
30, 4: 7 





AWAKE (14A, coarse language, disturb- 
ing content) 
Daily 2:00, 5:00, 8:10, 10:20 


THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) 
Dally 1:20, 4:20, 7:30, 10:30 


HITMAN (184, gory scenes) 
Daily 2:20, 4:50, 7:50, 10:15 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Dally 12:30, 1:40, 3:40, 4:30, 7:10, 10:10 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:05, 3:50, 6:50, 9:30; 
Tue 3:50, je Star and Strollers 
Screening: Tue 1:00 

MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 

Daily 12:15 

BEOWULF (1 piste. 

Ban 190,450, 7-46, 10: 

BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS YOU'RE 
DEAD (184) 


Daily 6:40, 9:20 

NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184, 
gory scenes) 

Daily 1:10, 4:00, 7:00, 10:05 

FRED CLAUS (PG) 

_ Daily 1:15, 4:10, 7:05, 9:45 
AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 

Daily 12:40, 4:40, 8:30 

BEE MOVIE (G) 


Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:00, 3:10, 5:30, 7:40, 
9:55; Tue 1:00, 3:10, 10:15 


EDMONTON OILERS VS. ST. LOUIS 


BLUES (Classification not available) 
Tue 7:00 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1525-99 St, 436-8585 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) no passes 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:00, 1:00, 3:00, 4:00, 
6:30, 7:15, 9:15, 10:1 8 12:00, 3:00, 
4:00, 6:30, 7:15, 9:15, 10:15; Star and 
Strollers Screening: no passes Tue 1:00 


DUS KAHANIYAAN (Hindi W.E.S.T) 
(STC) 
Daily 12:20, 3:40, 6:45, 9:45 


AWAKE (14A, coarse language, disturb- 
Ing content) 
Daily 1:10, 3:15, 5:30, 8:00, 10:20 


AAJA NACHLE (Hindi W/E.S.7.) (PG) 
Daily 12:30, 4:15, 8:15 


CHRISTMAS IN WONDERLAND (PG) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:15, 3:15, 6:40, 9:10; 
Tue 3:15, 6:40, 9:10; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Tue 1:00 

THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) 

Daily 1:15, 4:10, 7:40, 10:30 


HITMAN (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 2:00, 5:00, 7:50, 10:30 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Daily 12:45, 3:45, 7:00, 9:40 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Fri-Wed 1:30, 4:20, 7:20, 10:00; Thu 1:30, 
4:20, 10:00 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 
Daily 12:10, 2:30, 4:50 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
Daily 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:10 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184, 
gory scenes) 
Daily 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:40, 3:30, 6:30; 9:20; 
Tue 12:40, 3:30, 10:15 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (18A) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 1:20, 4:45, 8:30; Wed 1:20, 
9:30 

BEE MOVIE (G) 

Daily 12:00, 2:15, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Dally 7:10, 9:30 


EDMONTON OILERS VS. ST. LOUIS 
BLUES (Classification not available ) 
Tue 7:00 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
8882-170 St, 444-1829 
THIS CHRISTMAS (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 


Fri 3;50, 6:45, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:30, 3:50, 
6:45, 9:15; Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:15 


SAW IV (18A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) 
Daily 7:20, 9:50 


THINGS WE LOST IN THE FIRE (144) 
Daily 7:10, 9:45 


GONE BABY GONE (14A, coarse lan- 
guage, violence) 

Fri 3:45, 7:15, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:30, 3:45, 
7:1, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:40 


SYDNEY WHITE (PG) 

Fri 4:20, 6:40, 9:00; Sat-Sun 12:40, 4:20, 
6:40, 9:00; Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:00 
SUPERBAD (18) 

Fri 4:10, 7:00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:15, 4:10, 
7:00, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:30 


STARDUST (PG, frightening scanes, not 





recommended for children) 

Fri 3:40, 6:30, 9:10; Sat-Sun 12:35, 3:40, 
6:30, 9:10; Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:10 

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (144) 

Fri 4:00, 6:50, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 
6:50, 9:20; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:20 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 
Fri 3:30; Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:30 
HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER 


OF THE PHOENIX (PG, frightening 
‘scenes, not recommended for young 


children) 
Fri 4:15; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:15 


“FM 


BLADE RUNNER: THE FINAL CUT 
(STC) Dolby Stereo Digital 
Daily 1:10, 4:00, 7:15, 10:00 


BEOWULF (144, violence) DTS Digital 
Dally 12:35, 3:10, 6:35, 9:20 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184. 
gory scenes) DTS Digital 
Oaily 12:30, 3:30, 6:40, 9:40 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) DTS Dighal 
Daily 10:10 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) OTS 
Digital 
Daily 1:40, 6:20 


ENCHANTED (G) OTS Disital 
Daily 1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 9:30 


HITMAN (184, gi eae DTS Digital 
Daly 130. sea, atk ) Digi 


THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) DTS 
Digital 

Fri-Wed 12:40, 3:30, 6:50, 9:45; Thurs 
12:40, 3:30 


AWAKE (14A, coarse language, disturb- 
ing content) Dolby Stereo Digital 
Daily 1:00, 3:40, 7:25, 9:50 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 


dren) no passes, Dolby Stereo Digital 
Daily 12:50, 3:50, 7:10, 10:00 


| CLAREVIEW 10 
4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER EMPO- 
RIUM (G) 
Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:15; Mon-Thurs 4:15 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:20, 6:55, 9:35; Mon-Thurs 
4:20, 6:55, 9:35 


HITMAN (184, gory scenes) 
Fri-Sun 2:10, 4:40, 7:20, 9:50; Mon-Thurs: 
4:40, 7:20, 9:50 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (183A) 
Dally 7:30 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:30, 7:10, 9:45; Mon-Thurs 
4:30, 7:10, 9:45 


THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) 
Fri, Sun 1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:25; Sat, Mon- 
Thurs 3:50, 6:40, 9:25 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:10, 6:45, 9:40; Mon-Thurs 
4:10, 6:45, 9:40 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Fri-Sun 2:00, 4:25, 6:50, 9:10; Mon-Thurs 
4:25, 6:50, 9:10 


AWAKE (144A, coarse language, disturb- 
ing content) 

Fri-Sun 12:40, 2:50, 5:00, 7:40, 9:55; 
Mon-Thurs 5:00, 7:40, 9:55 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) On 2 screens, no 

Fri-Sun 12:30, 1:30, 3:30, 4:00, 6:30, 
7:00, 9:00, 9:30; Mon-Thurs 4:00, 6:30, 
7:00, 9:00, 9:20 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
fence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) no passes 

Fri 3:45, 4:30, 7:00, 7:30, 10:00, 10:20; 
Sat-Sun 12:30, 145, 4:30, 7:00, 
7:30, 10:00, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:00, 7:30, 
10:00, 10:20 


AWAKE (144A, coarse language, disturb- 
ing content) 

Fri 4:40, 7:40, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:40, 
7:40, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7-40, 9:50 


THE MIST (718A, gory scenes) 
Fri 3:40, 7:15, 10:15; Sat-Sun 12:40, 
3:40, 7:15, 10:15; Mon-Thu 7:15, 10:15 


HITMAN (184, gory scenes) 

Daily 9:30 

ENCHANTED (G) 

Fri 4:20, 7:10, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:20, 
7:10, 9:45; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:45 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Fri 4:15, 7:05, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:15, 
7:05, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:40 


BEOWULF (144, violence) 

Fri 3:50, 7:20, 10:10; Sat-Sun 12:50, 
3:50, 7:20, 10:10; Mon, Wed-Thu 7:20, 
10:10; Tue 10:20 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri 3:30, 6:40; Sat-Sun 12:20, 3:30, 6:40; 
Mon-Thu 6:40 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (154) 
Fri 4:00, 8:00; Sat-Sun 12:00, 4:00, 8;00; 
Mon-Thu 8:00, 


a0, ; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:10, 
6150, 9:20; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:20 














EDMONTON OILERS VS. ST. LOUIS 


BLUES (Classification not available) 
Tue 7:00 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 


INTO THE WILD (144) 
Daily 6:45, 9:20; Sat Sun 2:00 


| —SGRANDINTHEATRE THEATRE 
Ave, St. Albert, 458-9822 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER EMPO- 
RIUM (G) 
Daily 1:35 


INTO THE WILD (14A) 
Daily 3:30 6:15 9:00 


HITMAN (18A, gory scenes) 


Daily 1:25 3:25 5:25 7:25 9:25 
BEE MOVIE (G) 

Daily 1:15 3:15 5:16 7:10 
Bere Cas, violence) 
Daily 9: 

ENCHANTED (G) 


Dally 1:05 3:05 5:05 7:05 9:10 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS [PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) no 

Daily 12:35 2:50 5:00 7:15 9:30 


LEDUC CINEMAS 
4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
ENCHANTED (G) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat, Sun 1:00, 3:30 


THE BEE MOVIE (G) 
Sat, Sun 1:10, 3:20 


MARTIN CHILD (G) 
Daily 7:10, 9:15 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) 

Daily 7:05, 9:30; Sat Sun 1:05, 3:30 


THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 6:55, 9:20; Sat, Sun 12:55, 3:15 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


660148 Ave, Camrose, 780-608-2144 
HITMAN (184A, gory scenes) 
Daily 7:00 9:00; Sat Sun 2:00 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) 

Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat Sun 2:05 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
Dally 6:55 9:05 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 
Sat Sun 2:15 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Sat Sun 2:20 


THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 6:50, 9:10 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Daily 7:10 9:20; Sat Sun 2:10 


vi 
425-9212 


LOSING WILL (STC) 
Fri 7:00, 9:00; Sat 7:00; Sun 7:00 


KURT COBAIN: ABOUT A SON (STC) 
Sat Tue Thu 9:00; Mon Wed 7:00; 


VEL (STC) 
Sun 11:00 


EDWARD SCISSORHANDS (STC) 
Sun 2:00 

BATMAN RETURNS (STC) 

‘Sun 4:00 


WHEN THE ROAD BENDS: TALES OF 
A GYPSY CARAVAN (STC) 
Sun Mon Wed 9:00; Tus Thu 7:00 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 


972-2332 


INTO THE WILD (14A) 
Daily 7:30; Sat-Sun 2:00 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, violence, 
not recommendad for young chikdren) 
Day 7:00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:15 
ENCHANTED (G) 

Daly 710, 9:35; Sat, Sun 1:10, 3:30 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 7:20; Sat, Sun 1:20, 3:10 


BEOWULF (14A. violence) 

Daily 7:05, 9:20; Saf, Sun 12:45, 3:20 
AUGUST RUSH (PG) 

Daily 7:15, 9:25; Sat, Sun 12:50, 3:25 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
Daity 9:10 


AWAKE (144, coarse language, disturb- 
ing content) 
Daily 7:25, 9:15; Sat. Sun 1:00, 3:00 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 


THE DARJEELING LIMITED (14) 
Daily 7:00; Sat Sun 1:00 


CONTROL (144, coarse ) 
Daily 9:05; Sat-Sun 3:10 eae 


BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS YOUR 
DEAD (184) 
Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00; No 





| 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


-170 SI 


THE Gorden COMPASS (P 
lence, not 
dren) no 
Frit Tue, Thu 












10:15; Star and 
Screening: no passes Wed 1:00 
AWAKE (14A, coarse 
ing content) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 12:15, 2:30 
10:10, Wed 3:55, 7:50, 10:10: 
Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 


CHRISTMAS IN WONDERLAND (PG) 
Dally 12:10, 3:20, 6:40, 9:20 

THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) 

Daily 7:00, 10:20 


HITMAN (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 2:20, 5:00, 7:40 
ENCHANTED (G) 

Daily 1:20, 4:30, 7:20, 
AUGESS, 
Fri-Tue 
12:20, 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 
Daily 12:00 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
Fri-Sun 12:50, 4:10, 7:00, 9:50; Mon-Thu 
12:50, 4;10, 7:45, 10:45 


BEOWULF: AN IMAX 3D 
EXPERIENCE (144, violence) 

Fri-Sun 12:00, 2:40, 5:20, 8:00, 10:40; 
Mon-Tue 1:00, 4:00, 7:30, 10:35 

NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184, 
gory scenes) 

Daily 12:40, 3:45, 6:45, 10:05 

FRED CLAUS (PG) 

Daily 12:05, 3:40 

AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 

Daily 2:00, 6:30, 10:00 
BEE MOVIE (G) 
Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:00, 
9:45; Mon 12: 
12:00, 2: 
EDMONTON OILERS VS. ST. LOUIS 
BLUES (Classification not available) 
Tue 7:00 

1 AM LEGEND: THE IMAX 
EXPERIENCE (STC) 


Thu 12:05 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


32 language, disturb- 























111 Ave, Groat Ad, 455-8726 
THE Soren COMPASS (PG, vio- 





BEE MOVIE (G) DTS Digital 

Fri, Mon-Thu 7:10; Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:05 
7:10 

BEOWULF (144. violence) 

DTS Digital Daily 9:15 

REDACTED (184. disturbing content) 
OTS Digital Fn, Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:45; Sat 
Sun 1:00, 7:20, 9:45 


| __ WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 


780-352-3922 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat, Sun 1200, 3:30 


THE BEE MOVIE (G) 

Sat, Sun 1:19, 3:20 

MARTIN CHILD (G) 

Daily 7:10, 9:15 

THIS CHRISTMAS (PG, not recom- 
mended for young chidren) 

Daily 6:55, 9:20; Sat, Sun 12:55, 3:15 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vic- 
lence, nat recommended for young chi- 





dren) 
Daily 7:05, 9:30; Sat Sun 1:05, 330 
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| Bring The Concert Experience Home on 7 


OV ANS | * BAT. 


NIRVANA 


unedited wit 


fore 


WOLFMOTHER |_| 


NELLY FURTADO 


Astounding performances 


from one of rock's most F Nelly £ 1 
xperience Neily Furtado’s spectacula ve 
exciting live bands. i: dE L A = ; 
; ; concert! Limited Edition DVD + CD fea ure: 
Features performances | t i f —_ 
all the hits including Promiscuous, 


All Good Things, I'm Like A Bird, Try, 
. . * and Do it. Plus an exclusive 
+ » . behind-the-scenes documentary 


from 3 venues, music 


videos & documentary 


2-DVD set showcasing a behind-the-scenes 

look at Oasis on their year-long world tour, 

plus their homecoming concert at the City of ~ 
Manchester Stadium, interviews & much more * 


MIKA 
In Cz KEANE 
Experience Mika's f 
flamboyant stage show on es : ; Live concert from 
his brand new live concert % - l [ London's 02 Arena. 
DVD. Alsoincludes tour ? = _ Includes all of Keane's 
documentary and videos hits, plus bonus short 


€ Se films & more 
A 


SCISSOR SISTERS 





Get a unique glimpse into the crazy & 
colourful world of the Scissor Sisters! 
Features a 90-minute live concert 
plus documentary, videos, plus a 
bonus live CD 

RUFUS WAINWRIGHT 

wuTus: Rufus! Rufus! Does Judy 

Live From The London Palladium (2[ 

Rufus re-creates Judy Garland’s celebrated 

1961 NYC concert song for song at London's 


Palladium with an orchestra AMY WINEHOUSE 


alvo PN : Features a spellbinding mix of live concert footage 


Rufus Does Judy at and behind-the-scene interview/documentary 


Carnegie Hall (2CD) hl “> a t 
' aiso available 


Back To Black CD and Limited Edition 2CD set 


es 


music « DVD « videogames E HMV 
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| GIFT GUIDE 


Stuif the stockings with song, dance, videos and games this Christmas 


The holiday season has struck once again 
and ues crack team of music reviewers 
is here to offer up a few suggestions for 
gifts. Traditionally, this guide has been 
about music, but this time out we have 
some picks for DVOs—both film and tele- 
vision—and video games, too. Surely you 
can find something here for that hard to 
please person in your life. 


For your mom who has been chomping 
at the bit to get the holidays rolling 
since a week before Halloween, or if 
you're the mom, for your kids so that 
you can get them into the season no 
Matter what sort of haircut they have 


Yo Yo Yo Kids, Yo, /t'S Christmas (Razor & 
Tie) Electro-voices and cheesy synths are 
hard at work here. Yeah, it’s pretty 
freakin’ ridiculous, but you just can’t 
argue with the snowman on the album 
cover with the sideways ball cap and the 
Solid-gold snowflake bling hanging from 
his neck. 


Various Artists, Alternative Rock Xmas 
(EMI) A country-strumming Christmas 
appeal from the Decemberists opens this 
album up on “Please Daddy (Don't Get 
Drunk this Christmas” while the 
Smithereens take on “Rudolph, the Red 
Nosed Reindeer” later in the game and 
Jimmy Eat World finishes things up with 

Christmas Card,” a track that suits the 
title of the album perfectly with its wall-of- 
Guitars and straining vocal. The whole disc 
‘Probably won't speed everyone, but 
there's a good chance that at least one of 
the tracks will make someone smile. 


Reliant K, Ler it Snow, Baby ... Let it 
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Reindeer \Capitol) If you want to head 
into the holidays with a pop-punk sound- 
track of old standards and nutty originals, 
then Reliant K has your medicine. 


Colin James & the Little Big Band, 
Christmas (MapleMusic) \t don’t mean a 
thing if it ain't got that swing. Colin 
James knows that, so he’s reunited one 
more time with his Little Big Band, this 
time to put a little swing back into some 
Christmas classics. And if live music is 
more your style, then James is playing at 
the Winspear Centre on Tue, Dec 11. 


Twisted Sister, A Twisted Christmas 
Live (Razor & Tie) Do ! really need to sell 
you on this Christmas DVD? | mean, 
you've got Dee Snider dressed as a 
woman dressed as Santa Claus, you've 
got Twisted Sister running through a 
bunch of Sister-ized Christmas tunes and 
a few of the band’s own songs and you've 
got it all wrapped up in a surprisingly 
energetic performance. You know that 
you want to get this and slip it on just 
when the family Christmas party is get- 
ting going. Seriously, mom will love it. — 
EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


For buds who just won't give up their 
natty, natty dreads or their rub-a-dub- 
dub 


Stephen Marley, Mind Control (Univer- 
sa! Republic) This son of Bob carries the 
reggae royalty torch with class but also 
adds his own fuel to the fire. With a 


backbone of reggae, the album's legs run 
on a mixture of hip hop and R & B that'll 
bring you to your dancing feet. Adding the 
likes of Mos Def and Ben Harper, this 
album has some intelligent vocalization 
and impregnable instrumentation 


Anthony B, Higher Meditation 
(Greensleeves) When you listen to Antho- 
ny B, you can feel his diaphragm pushing 
out every single syllable—this is reggae 
from the guts. Lyrically uncompromising, 
this album is a harsh cougher, doling out 
one step along with a couple of dancehall 
tracks. Like they say, however, the more 
you cough, the more you get off. 


Various Rastafarians, Roots Man Dub 
(Heartbeat) This double CD will satisfy any- 
one’s dub needs for months. A solid mixture 
of pared down dubs and heavily atmospher- 
ic dubs by Clement Dodd and Alvin Ranglin, 
this album takes its listener on a total trip 
around the world of old-school reggae. 


Jah Cutta & Determination, Wha Gwan 
(Stomp) Montréal’s Jah Cutta adds heat 
to Canada’s roots reggae scene with a 
blow torch, making every ear that hears 
his band’s grooves melt. There are many 
compelling tracks, like “Staff of Life” and 
“Right Track,” but it’s somehow fitting 
that “Burning Up” sets the album ablaze 
Straight up and honest, the album medi- 
tates on the troubles of the world while 
still giving up positive vibrations. 


Bob Marley & the Wailers, Another 
Dance (Heartbeat) This record is for the 
die-hardest of die-hard fans that must 
have everything by Bob, Peter and Bunny. 
This is not for Legend-is-the-only-Marley- 





album collections. This roundup of rarities 
shows the band in its formative years 
during the mid-’60s, when ska was king 
and before the myth of Marley. —CAROLYN 
NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


For your ex-hippie mom, who already 
owns the entire Joni Mitchell canon 


Lavender Diamond, /magine Our Love 
(Matador) The great big soaring voice of 
LA-based Becky Stark and her SoCal gra- 
nola honky-tonk band should bring back 
sweet memories of marching for love-nat- 
war, organizing labour movements and 
proteSting all things nuclear. Take mom 
back to the days when she believed in 
something other than Brazilian waxes and 
middle class tax breaks 


Maria Callas, Callas: Complete Studio 
Recordings (EMI) If mom's in love with 
Joni’s uncompromising character as much 
as her sound, steer her towards one of 
the most iron-willed ladies in the history 
of music. This recently released gem of a 
box set spans Callas’s recording career, 
highlighting her versatility and ability to 
inhabit operatic roles with mesmerizing 
conviction. (Warning: hefty price tag— 
around $165—but worth it.) 


St Vincent, Marry Me (Beggars Ban- 
quet) Multi-instrumentalist songwriter 
Annie Clark (aka St Vincent) has seized 
Joni’s more adventurous reins and 
plowed that horse into the future. Clark's 
debut full-length is heavily indebted to 
all the ladies of the canyon from the 
dawn of the ‘70s, from Carly Simon to 
Roberta Flack, but too restless and 
experimental to be easy listening. 


Laura Veirs, Saltbreakers (Nonesuch) The 
under-appreciated Veirs has put out a 
String of quietly wonderful records since 
her 1999 debut, gathering force with every 
single one. Veirs shares Joni’s lyrical talent. * 
for elliptical poetics and intimaey—her 
bell-clear but imperfect voice negotiates 
her sometimes spare, folky creations with 
Maximum sincerity and a sense of unfussy 
craft. 








Wendy McNeill, The Wonder Show 
(Sixshooter) McNeill's cabaret-folk ditties 
are driven largely by her drunkenly nostal- 
gic accordion and theatrical voice (she'd 
be equally at home daing Patsy Cline or 
Kurt Weill), but she’s also a crackerjack 
storyteller. Her lyrics—well wrought, lov- 
ingly detailed and slightly twisted—are 
absorbing jewelbox novels, magic realism 
brought to musical life. —MARY CHRISTA ~ 
O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 


For your hipster daughter who is cer- 
tain that you're out of the loop and 
will buy them something lame 


The Weakerthans, Aeunion Tour (Epitaph) 
While the title of this record is meant to be 
ironic and playful (we hope), there can be 
no doubt that the band is in the closing 
stages of its illustrious career. It's hard to 
think of a better way to go out than 
Reunion Tour, which is literate, intimate 
and, more importantly, seriously cool 


Most Serene Republic, Population (Arts 
& Crafts) If this record were any more 
awesome, it would probably burst into 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 55 
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Perfect DVD gifts for the film/television fan in your life 


For your 


erly Hills Ninja 


uncle who thinks that Bev- 
is the epitomy of mod- 
ern cinema 


Iniand Empire (R 


turn trom Laura 
Dern} was alreatly 
something of a 
leoping trail of mir- 


The DVD offers an extra 

70 minutes of psycho 
fudge to k through, as 
well as an unprecedented 
4] minutes of Lynch's reffec- 
tions on his work and its new 
direction 


Black Book (Sony) Cake and eat 

it? Paul Verhoven returned to The \ 
Netherlands after a string of mixed 

if always-provocative Hollywood 
genre films and made something 
ostensibly respectable yet still totally out- 
rageous and sex-rattled with this gripping 
WWII Mata Hari story. His commentary 
track, rife with reminiscences of his 
wartime childhood, makes owning Black 
Book all the more tempting. 


\ 


Red Road (Tartan Video) A stark thriller 
about a Glaswegian CCTV operator stalk- 
ing an unsavoury figure from her past, 
Andrea Amold's Red Road was one of the 
most striking debuts in recent memory— 
even if it kind of drops the ball in the 
end—and Kate Dickie’s central perform- 
ance is a revelation. Tartan’s DVD features 
Armmold’s equally impressive—and impres- 
sively bleak—26-minute short about an 
impoverished mother-of-four on a date. 


Waitress (20th Century Fox) Adrienne 
Shelley's warm, witty, eccentric romantic 
comedy set largely in a small town diner 
comes by its sweetness in a manner 
that’s surprisingly honest for all the 
Cutesy devices it employs (ie: the emo- 
tionally-charged recipes for all manner of 
bizarre pies). Some of the special fea- 
tures are on the bland side, but the 
memorial for Shelley, who was brutally 
murdered before the film's release, is 
heartfelt and 

informative. 


Eastern 
Promises 


pers rejoice: 

David Cro- 

nenberg’s 

Russian 

mafia in the UK thriller 

doesn't even hit stores until the 21st! 
Unless it falls far short of the standard 
upheld by nearly every 


Cronenberg DVD 
release, Alliance's disc 
promises to be fattened up with 
Stimulating supplements thanks to the 
always smart, articulate director. Con- 
firmed extras include one featurette 
about Cronenberg’s approach to the 
script and another on the elaborate Russ- 
ian tattoos that envelope Viggo 
Mortensen’'s sculpted frame. —JOSEF 
BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 


For your second-cousin’s neighbor 
who's priming herself for four years 
of film studies at the U of A 


Film Noir Classics Collection Volume 
4 (Warner) With 10 features packed 
inside, the latest in Warner's collected 
crime thrillers is a steal. Highlights 
include Nicholas Ray's |dvers-on-the-run 
classic They Live by Night (1948), the 
wildly perverse poverty row marvel 
Decoy (46) and Andre De Toth’s LA proce- 
dural Crime Wave (54), featuring a 
supremely entertaining, toothpick 
chomping turn from Sterling Hayden and 
audio commentary from 

creepy, 

eccentric 

crime nov- 

elist and 

obsessive 

Angelino 

James Ellroy. 


Ingmar 

Bergman: 

Four Master- 

works (Criterion) Criterion marks the 
death of one of its favourite filmmakers 
with this economically priced box con- 
taining the enduring existentialist para- 
ble The Seventh Sea! (1957), the 
delicious comedy Smiles on a Summer 
Night (55), the brutal and beautiful 
revenge tale The Virgin Spring (60) and 
the perennial coming-of-old-age classic 
Wild Strawberries (57). 
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Taxi Driver (Sony) The deluxe treatment 
IS finally granted to the 
first of the two qreat col 
laborations between 
Martin Scorsese, Robert 
De Niro and Pau 
er, a film that helped 
define the grotesque 


Schrad 


eS 
i. —— 


——a 
5! 


underbelly of the Ameri- 
Can psyche in the post- 
1Ippy era Stil 
disturbing, still 
provocative, still awe 
somely painterly and disquietly funny 
Taxi Driver rewards repeat visits, and 
Schrader’s insightful commentary 
makes for an even richer experi 
ence 


Berlin Alexanderplatz (Criteri- 

on) Criterion has put RW Fass- 

binder's mammoth adaptation 

of Alfred Ddblin's Weimar- 

era novel about an ambi- 

tious ex-con on DVD for the 

first time. The seven-disc 

set makes for the perfect 

holiday season gorge: all 15 hours of 

the series proper, documentaries about 

the deeply divisive, insanely prolific and 

enigmatic filmmaker and the making of 
the film, the 1931 version and more 


, Killer of Sheep: The Charles Burnett 
Collection (Mongrel Media) Yes, we just 
covered it last week, but it’s worth 
repeating! Funny, political, inventive, 
affecting and visionary, 

Killer of Sheep (1977) is 
some kind of impover- 
ished masterpiece, 
and Burnett's virtually 
unseen follow-up 
My Brothers Wed- 

ding (83) is nearly 

its equal. Mile- 
stone's superb 
two-disc set 

gives you 

both fea- 

tures as 

well as 

four 

shorts, two of 

which are touched by 
touching. —JOSEF BRAUN / 
jose!@vueweekly.com 


For your younger sister who's plan- 
ning on hunkering down on the couch 
and catching up with some television 
during the Christmas holidays 


My Name Is Earl, Season 2 (20th Cen- 
tury Fox) Forget The Office, slowly bloat- 
ing over there in its 

corner cubicle. This 

other NBC show is 

the funniest net- 

work comedy on 

right now. 500 min- 

utes of laughs as 

Earl keeps trying to 

pay back karma 

and right past 

wrongs. With 

deleted scenes, bloopers, commen- 
taries, featurettes and more 
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genius, while all of them ~~ ae 


My So-Called Life, The C 
d before it 
ran a full season, ABC's around 
breaking mid-'90s 
high-school drama 
still brought stardom 
for Claire Danes, as 
fourteener Angela 
Chase. This six-d 


omplete 


Se! (Shout! Factory) Yanke 


Set features all nine 

teen episodes, inter 

views WIth 

producers, directors 
and cast members, a con- 
versation with Danes, a 
photo gallery, audio com 
mentaries, an accompa- 
nying book and more 


Planet Earth, The Com- 

plete Series (BBC 

Warner) This spectacu- 

lar, 11-episode, global 

nature survey—the 

sum of a $25 million 

budget, five years and 

40 cameramen in over 

200 locations, filming 

in HD—aired on CBC earlier this 

year and is now on five discs. The last 
features a three-part epilogue that dis- 
Cusses conservation and the planet's 
environmental future. With a 10-minute 
behind-the-scenes featurette for each 
episode 


Prime Suspect 7: The Final Act (Acorn 

Media) The last chapter in the landmark 

cop show of the past two decades per- 

fectly rounds off a nearly flawless 

series that began in 1991 

Scotland Yard Inspec- 

z 7 tor Jane Tennison 

Srey / (Helen Mirren’s defin- 

: } ing role), more belliger- 

ent and brooding than 

ever as she faces retire- 

ment, investigates a 

teenage girl's disappear- 

ance. With a 50-minute 

behind-the-scenes feature, 

photo gallery and cast filmogra- 
phies 


Simon Schama’s The Power of 
Art (BBC Warner) Sounds like you'll 
be watching paint dry? Think again, 
not just about art itself, but about the 
violence, passions and suffering of some 
of the West's greatest artists. Fluid cam- 
erawork, clever dramatizations and, best 
of all, Schama’s erudite, energetic narra- 
tion splash colour on the lives, obses- 
sions and key works of Caravaggio, 
Bernini, Rembrandt, David, Turner, Van 
Gogh, Picasso and Rothko. —BRIAN GIBSON 

/ brian@vueweekly.com 


For your brother who thinks that 
Will & Grace re-runs are as good 
as televesion gets 


Big Love, Season 2 (HBO) Three of the 
best female characters on TV are mar- 
ried to the same man in this Little 
House on the Prairie-meets-The Godfa 
ther show about a Utah polygamist 
This season deals out even more surre 
al, super-sized religious family values as 


Bill’s wives keep angling for power Han 

Dean Stanton is a fiendish stand-out gy 
loman and Chios Seyi. 

the role of her career ag Second 


compound-ruler f 
gny ha 
wife Nicki. With three featurettes 


THE COMpL E 


Dexter, Season 1 

(Showtime Entertainment) A blo 
stained, black-humoured serial-killer 
com. Michael C Hall is perf 
detached as the blood-spatter a 
who's a killer of bad guys by night. 

a documentary on blood-spatter analy 
in a real-life murder and audio commen 
taries by some cast members. 


Rome, Season 2 (HBO) The last season 4 
of this HBO-BBC co-production is better 
on disc, where the “All Roads Lead 
Rome” option pops up historical fa 
during scenes, there's a featurette on’ 
city's deep class split between patricians | 
and plebs and you can check out aud 
commentaries and a making-of. . 


in one of the most tautly 

drawn 

story arcs 

in TV histo- 

ry. No alter- 

hate 

endings 

here, but a 

short making 

of mockumen- 

tary on Chris's 

Cleaver film 

and a featurette on music in the show, 
plus four audio commentaries from dif- 
ferent actors on the show 


The Wire, Season 4 (HBO) You don't need 
to see the first three seasons to jump into 
this cop show that's really an inquest on 
America’s failing urban systems. New 
kingpin on the block is Marlo, his young 
reign over West Baltimore's drug world 
contrasted with four pals drifting through 
middle school. With an astonishingly good 
ensemble cast (some non-professionals) 
on-the-street, in-your-face scenes 4 
grit-filled dialoque, this is televisions 
sweeping, indicting social epic — BRIAN 
GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 








parently. No doubt 
find that a little hard 
‘the city produced more 
Smith, its claim to the 
litle of | polis would be a |it- 
{le less contentious. With a wonderful 
fusion 0 ca and straight-up rock, 










Animals & Architects is an iconic, 
anthemic soundtrack to the inevitable 
inebriated yuletide hijinks. 


Buck 65, Situation (Strange Famous 
Records). Actually, if you're concerned 
about your daughter getting a job working 
the pole or something, you might wanna 
give this one a pass. A sexy record from a 
sexy man, Situation sounds suggestive 
even when Buck is rapping about hobos 
and nostalgia, never mind when he delves 
into the realms of the lewd and licentious. 
if you can tolerate (or better yet embrace) 
his bawdy beats and erotic erudition, Buck 
65 will win you over with his cultivated 
rhymes and unusual instrumentation. 


Pedro, You, Me & Everyone (Mush 
Recards). For the listener who thinks 
they've heard it all, the latest record from 
prodicer/musician extraordinaire Pedro 
will emphatically prove to them that they 
haven't—and maybe they don't want to. 
You, Me & Everyone is a seriously “out- 
there” kind of album. Repeated listenings 
will grant a level of familiarity and, possi- 
bly, phenomenal enjoyment. Otherwise ... 
well, at least it wont’ be boring. LEWIS KELLY / 
lewis@yueweekly.com 


For that person who already has 
everything 


Cowboy Junkies, /rinity Revisited (Warn- 
er) Twenty years after recording The Trinity 
Session gathered around one microphone 
in Toronto's Holy Trinity church, the band 
returned to the scene and re-envisioned 
the album, this time with friends like Ryan 
Adams and Natalie Merchant along for the 
fide. The new album isn’t going to replace 
the original, but it's an interesting update 
and a hell of a lot better than just re- 
teleasing The Trinity Session. 


Justin Timberlake, Futuresex/Lovesounds 
Deluxe Edition (Sony/BMG) Man, this guy's 
S0 good he’s bringing sexy back for the sec- 
ond time. Whew, this is gonna be one sexy 
year coming up, what with the three new 
tracks tacked onto the original album and 
the bonus DVD of videos, live performanc- 
es and behind-the-scenes footage. Sexy. 


Bob Dylan, Alice in Chains, MTV 
Unplugged (Columbia) Not much new in 
the way of audio for these re-releases, 
but if you've been waiting patiently in 
front of the TV hoping for a rerun of one 
of these MTV concerts, you're in luck: 
both albums now come packaged with a 
DVD of the original show, padded out 
with extra songs that weren't included in 
the television broadcasts. 


Traveling Wilburys, The Traveling 





Wilburys Collec- 

tion (Rhino) The Wilburys—a 

group made up of George Harrison, Bob 

Dylan, Tom Petty, Jeff Lynne and Roy 

Orbison—sees a welcome return of its 

two albums, Volume 1 and Volume 3, 

after far too many years out-of-print. This 

time they come packaged together along 

with—what else?—a DVD of videos and 
a documentary. 


Nine Inch Nails, Year Zero Remixed 
(Interscope) Sure, if you're into remixes 
this is a pretty decent collection, revisit- 
ing Nine Inch Nails’ latest album. The 
real gold here, though, is the DVD that 
comes in the package, featuring all of the 
individual tracks for each song so that 
you can create your own remixes. —EDEN 
MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


For your 13-year-old cousin who just 
got her first mohawk 


The Locust, New Erections (Epitaph) 
Short, sweet and to the point, the Locust 
makes punk rock that's more dangerous 
than punk has been in decades. The band 
dresses up like giant bugs for live shows 
and one of them was on the Jerry Springer 
show for being involved in a love quadran- 
gle. What is not to love about this band? 


Japanther, Skuffed Up my Huffy (Tapes 
Records/Menlo Park Recordings) With 
songs about River Phoenix and the band’s 
hometown of Brooklyn—which isn't, it 
turns out, a land of smokestacks and 
garbage strewn streets but rather a land 
of challenge and opportunity—this two 
piece uses brutal live drumming, tape 
loops, a drum machine, and the fuzziest 
bass ever to nearly destroy music and 
then repackages it as the best thing you 
could give someone ever. 


Living With Lions, Dude Manor (Black 
Box) These guys moved to Vancouver and 
rented a house, turned it into the place to 
party, thoroughly destroyed the place while 
jamming in the basement the whole time 
and recorded this EP which they decided to 
name after the (now condemned) house 
that inspired this record. A great gift for a 
young person who needs direction. 


Wednesday Night Heroes, Guilty Plea- 
sures (BYO) Local boys the Wednesday 
Night Heroes’ first album on BYO Records 
is perfect for someone whose studded 
leathers and liberty spikes keep resulting 
in them being mistaken for the Christmas 
tree this holiday season. BRYAN BIRTLES / 
brian@vueweekly.com 


For the international exchange stu- 
dent who thinks Canadian music is all 
made in Montréal 


Immaculate Machine, Les Uns Mais Pas 
Les Autres (Mint) This clever-clogs limited 


release EP has the braniacs in one of the 
country’s finest bands performing six of 
their songs in French. Victoria’s Immacu- 
late Machine play unapologetically smart, 
billowing, ornate pop that evokes the easy 
comparison to the New Pornographers in 
terms af ambition and hookiness 


Sunparlour Players, Hymns for the 
Happy (Baudelaire) Though not quite as 
stunning as the group's live show (the 
Players opened for autumn’s Exclaim! 
= tour and played the best set of the 


Eo night while here), this Toronto-based 


band’s full-length is a total pleasure—a 
golden slice of backporch rootsified rock 
that echoes CCR, Gram Parsons and Buf- 
falo Springfield, with a little orchestral 
flourish, and played as hard as metal. 


The Paperbacks, An Illusion Against 
Death (Parliament of Trees) Winnipeg's 
Paperbacks is one of the hardest working 
bands in one of Canada's hardest working 
scenes. The group's bookishly romantic, 
prairie-Springsteen songs are shining 
examples of earnest workmanship, and 
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the sophomore full-length—impeccably 
produced by the Weakerthans’ John K 
Samson—is drenched in toil, tension, 
passion and renewal. 


Jenn Grant, Orchestra for the Moon 
(Paris 1919 Sound) Halifax-based 
chanteuse Jenn Grant created a charming 
album that lolls around the indie realms 
of baroque pop, roots and folk, twisting 
all of those genres in the service of her 
arresting voice, an instrument that can 
exude dappled sunshine, deep ache or 
unbridled jay on a dime 


The Mohawk Lodge, Wildfires (White 
Whale) Someone's been listening to the old 
soul-records. Vancouver's Mohawk Lodge's 
follows up on its 2005 debut with an intri- 
Cate update of the sexiest music ever made, 
Spooning it into the band’s West Coast jam 
rock sensibility and some serious sad and 
alienated blues. Wildfires is an endlessly 
creative record, rich and enjoyable.MARY 
CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 


For the dancing fool who has some 


article of fun-clothing in his/her clos- 
et and might still be wearing a 
Shambhala bracelet 


Bassnectar, Underground Communices 
tion {Om Records) This album is stackea 
with hardcore beats for the hardcore 
hoofer. Mashing hip hop with funky 
breaks into the smoothest mélange man- 
ageable, Lorin Ashton takes over whatev- 
er sound he’s sampling—challenging in 
the best possible sense of the word 


Caribou, Andorra (FAB) Okay, so Caribou 
tours with a live band, but before all of 
that happens, this mad scientist makes 
all of his music in a tiny room in his Loge 
don flat, sampling this and that. His 
sound collages float along to wrap them- 
selves around a blissful heart. 










DJ Vadim, Sound Catcher Extras (BBE) 
Every good meal needs dessert, and this 
companion to The Sound Catcher is more 
than an after-dinner mint. Trippy hip hop 
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finds tasty complement with warped-out, 

“dubbed up soul. Smooth as the best 
chocolate, this album will melt slowly 
away on your tongue. 


Amon Tobin, Foley Room (Ninja Tunes) 
The deep, dark beats of this Montréal 
resident aren't, admittedly, for every- 
one—he's more introspective than dance- 
able—but Tobin is one of the most 
organic electro masters, sampling every- 
thing from live drums to the visceral 
vibrations of a Harley to harness the most 
chaotic melodies possible. 


Bran Van 3000, Rose (Select Distribu- 
tions) It's been a long time coming, but 
the dreamy Montréal band is back with 
its hard-to-pin-down whimsy. Opening 
with a singular version of Youngstown’s 
“Call Me,” the band has a smooth take 
off for points varied and wide. It’s exactly 
what you'd expect. —CAROLYN NIKODYM / 
carolya@vueweekly.com 


For your older-yet-still-hip aunt, who 
has recently come out of a 15-year 
coma and since fallen into a deep 

»State of doom and gloom over the 
current state of mainstream dance 
music and is thus forced to pretend 
that Madonna was kidnapped and 
replaced with an evil alien clone 
sometime circa 1994 


Daft Punk, Alive 2007 (Virgin) Designed to 
complement the thousands of internet 
video bootlegs of the group’s celebrated 
recent tour, Daft Punk's second live record 


CD/LP OUT JANUARY 22, 2008 


www.myspace.com/thepackad 


has captured the raw energy that only two 
men dressed in robot costumes playing 
with synthesizers atop a giant glowing 
pyramid can produce. Already an exceed- 
ingly excellent live album, it’s also a fantas- 
tic dance record on its own merit to boot. 


Holy Fuck, LP (Young Turks) This foul- 
mouthed supergroup, Toronto's analogue 
to Shout Out Out Out Out, have surrepti- 
tiously made themselves a low-fi master- 
piece, relying on electronics likely older 
than they are to create a pulsing, mes- 
merizing record. 


New Young Pony Club, Fantastic Play- 
room (Modular) Not since Prince's heyday 
has one band so effortlessly melded out- 
fageous sexual innuendo with shimmying 
hooks and driving basslines. If “Let your 
girlfriend do what your boyfriend can’t” 
isn’t the best one-liner of the year, | don’t 
know what is. 


LCD Soundsystem, Sound of Silver 
(DFA) Be forewarned: don’t listen to this 
album in the car. | don’t know how many 
times I've pulled up to a red light, only to 
look over to see a carfull of enraptured 
Passengers staring in amazement at my 
spasmodic dancing done in sync with this 
excellent, excellent record. Well, actually, 
| do: it was three times that happened to 
me. But that's enough for my embarrass- 
ment to serve as a lesson to you all! 


Justice, (Ed Banger) There's no disput- 
ing the French duo takes its dance music 
(and religion) very seriously. Ridiculously 
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No One Will Know 
CD/LP out now 


Carolyn Mark 
nothing Is Free 
CD out now 
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‘ 4 c to lay down with con- 
Fe fidence and in good con- 
science. Who wants to be 
for that ancient holiday heartbreak, 
the “Incompatible Game.” So here's 
tip number one, game-gifters: know 
which system you're buying for! Take 
a picture if you have to. There are 
three—no, wait ... four!—different 
PlayStations and two different Xboxes 
in circulation, “Nintendo” is not a 
catch-all term and not everything 
portable is a “Game Boy.” 

Consider then the workhorse gift 
certificate, from whatever retailer. 
Games are as personal and particu- 
lar as music, with format issues (see 
above) to boot: putting the XBox 360 
version of Madden under the tree for 
a Wii-owning fan of Japanese RPGs 
is like giving a Roger Whittaker 8- 
track to a metalhead who still 
swears by his duct-taped high-school 
Discman. Why risk the mopes? 

But gift cards are cold, imperson- 
al. You want to show thoughtfulness. 
Here’s a good old standby: extra con- 
trollers. Unless your loved one 
already has four, another will be 
welcome ... and the circle of poten- 
tial holiday videogame bonding 
expands! 

Giving a whole new system is a 
big commitment—if that’s what 
you're doing, you don’t need some 
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| VIDEO GAMES 


dashed-off copy in a free weekly to 
“guide” you—but what about a Nin- 
tendo DS? The world’s most popular 
Portable is pretty (relatively) cheap, 
and for the money the best game 
system going. 

What, you still want gift guidance? 
Okay; I’m excluding games looking 
at shortages this year, and I'll try to 
pick safe bets, but any disappoint- 
ments on your head. 


XBox 360: Burnout Revenge. 
Crashtastic arcade racing at its 



















of Gols of clue 
’Shy 2 
Clig 
25 in, 


PlayStation 3: Ratchet « Clank / 
Future: Tools of Destructio,, 
Accessible, ecstatic platform actio, 


Wii: WarioWare: Smooth Moves 
fun and frantic disc that embodic: | 
the everybody-plays joy of Wii 


PlayStation Portable: Lumines ; | 
default pick; two years later, it’s s\i\i 
the only real PSP must-have | 


Nintendo DS: Hotel Dusk: Room, | 
215. A unique noir detective adyen. | 
ture your beloved DSer mi 
missed. v 














56 DEC 6 - DEC 12, 2007 


CD GIFT GUIDE 

















Where the Music Begins 
This Holiday Season. 


2 


Serving ~ 
Canada * 
since 1956 
with 28 stores 
across 
the country. 





SALES 
RENTALS 


REPAIRS | 
TRADES - ex © \S. 


| om 
USED BOUGHT | —_— 
& SOLD 


IN-STORE 
| FINANCING 


10204 107th Avenue Long & McQuade 


780.423.4448 MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS # 


edmonton@long-mcquade.com 
lAr ta | a _ é 5s ~ 
ACR CKC ie WW ers Be Poe * z 


a r 








~ EDGIFF-GUIDE DEC 6 = DEC 12, 2007 


A VERY GOOD YEAR FOR MUSIC! 


if you missed these, or haven’t yet picked them up... 
they’d make great Christmas Gifts ! 




















The Shins Arcade Fire The White Stripes _ Graham Parker 
Wincing The Night Away Neon Bible Icky Thump ~ e Don’t Tell Columbus 
released :1.23.7 0 released : 3.6.7 released : 6.19.7 ee released : 3.13.7 
2KEMINDER oft IST 
Joan Armatrading Feist Modest Mouse Kings Of Leon 
Into The Blues The Reminder We Were Dead Before Because Of The Times 
Z The Ship Even Sank zi 
released : 5.1.7 released : 5.1.7 teleased: 3.20.7 9 J” released: 4.3.7 








Wil Corb Lund Band Of Horst 


W1iCO 
Sky Blue Sky Horse Soldier! Horse Soldier! Cease To Begin 


released : 5.15.7 


released : 11.13.7 released : 10.9.7 
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mey and infectious—you'll 
to your favourite deity for 
KELLY / jel @vueweok!y.com 


7 yeaa friend who's visiting 


wn and who blabs on 
about just how great Cal- 


+ Mercury, Haunted by Your Love 
Juctant) As time goes by, | realize more 
and more how much this city misses this 
d. Going through incarnations as 
‘straight-up punks and melodic hardcore- 
sts before ending up as soul-shaking 
thythm rockers, Haunted by Your Love is 
‘the best way to go out. 


e Wolfnote, Sacred Bodies (Reluctant) 
‘Another thoroughly missed band, another 
‘recording on Reluctant. | know this album 
dropped last year, but for the LP lover in 
‘your life niow is the time to pick up one of 
the very limited, vinyl pressings of the 
Wolfnote's final recording. 


40 Thieves, Omens (Paperbird Music) 
It's too bad that 40 Thieves put out an EP 
instead of a full-length because Omens 
leaves you wanting more like hearing the 
jast-call bell ring while you're eating pret- 
zels. Apparently the band has enough 
new material for another EP. so start mak- 
ing a birthday list. 


Hot Panda, The Whale Headed Girl (inde- 
pendent) Jaunty and endearing, Hot Panda 
has made a huge impression on the 
Edmonton and Canadian music scenes with 
its very first EP, The Whale Headed Girl. 
And you could package it together with 40 
Thieves for your greedy friend who thinks 
that one EP is a cheapskate present. 


Dietzche V & the Abominable Snow- 
man, Macho: 2003 - 2007 (Pop Echo) 
This is a present for someone you love. 
Well, no, not really. This is actually a 
present for someone you love when you 
feed to. Picking one up now gives you a 
good excuse for a Christmas Day booty 
Call. —BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


For your drinking buddy, to go with a 
bottle of anything and a glazed donut 
.. to. go 


Angels of Light, We Are Him (Young 
God) Former Swans frontman Michael 
Gira creates cathedrals out of music— 
you're expected to enter fully and 
solemnly, inhabit them for a spell and 
Come out transformed. His textural art- 
tock drones have been tempered some- 
‘What by the cheerful neo-folk scene he’s 
Deen hand-feeding on his Young God 
Jabel, but he’s still brilliantly doomy. Pair 
With: a peaty scotch. 


Dirty Projectors, Rise Above (Dead 
Oceans) A recent AGA show was based on 
@ conceptualist Ed Ruscha painting that 
asked viewers to draw a 1950s Ford from 
| Memory. In a similar conceptualist vein, 

is erially inventive Brooklyn ensemble Dirty 
Frojectors, reinterprets Black Flag entirely 
from memory, with significant departures 
2nd grubbily operatic results. Pair with: a 
iX-pack of weird Belgian beers. 


Bishop Allen, The Broken String (Dead 
ceans) Precious, romantic and urgent, 
Shop Allen's orchestral pop swaddles an 


emo heart. If you've been waiting for the 
right moment to tell your drinking buddy 
you've fallen for him/her, BA's second full- 
length gives you several chances. Pair with: 
a bottle of Carmonére and a first kiss. 


John Vanderslice, Emerald City (Barsuk) 
Vanderslice is among the finest artists 
documenting the post-9/11 world through 
an intensely intimate lens. (“Exodus Dam- 
age.” from his previous effort, is the best 
song directly responding to the event I've 
heard to date.) This emotionally generous 
follow-up limns the repercussions of 
global anxiety and tension on couplings 
and other personal relationships. Pair 
with: champagne, tears, righteous anger. 


Beirut, The Flying Club Cup (4AD) The 
cheap vacation that is Beirut covers even 
more Old World territory on the group's 
sophomore full-length than on its debut, 
the lauded Gulag Orkestar. A genuine 
band has coalesced behind the ridiculous- 
ly young, ridiculously talented Zach Con- 
don to bring piano-driven tarantellas, 
klezmer oom-pah and other European vil- 
lage sounds under an indie-pop banner. 
Pair with: sherry. —MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / 
marychrista@ vueweekly.com 


For that really, really, really sad kid 
who enjoys wallowing beneath the 
unbearable weight of all the bad 
things in the world 


Jimmy Eat World, Chase this Light (Inter- 
scope) Chase this Light, the newest studio 
album from emo-pioneers Jimmy Eat 
World, is certainly a safe bet for anyone 
you know with stretched earlobes. Sure to 
please both diehard and casual Jimmy Eat 
World fans, this album is also probably 
mainstream enough that you can reel 
someone in with it if you're so inclined. 


AFI, | Heard a Voice (Interscope) The 
album version of the DVD that was 
released earlier this year, / Heard a Voice 
captures a live AFI performance from 
Long Beach, California where the band 
played to over 13 000 people. CDs are a 
lot easier to listen to on the go, so this 
makes a good gift even if the AFI fan in 
your life already has the DVD. 


Sydney, When We Were Safe (Black Box) 
Hailing from the Toronto area and just 
coming off of a tour with Boys Night Out, 
Sydney has got the clothes, the pose, the 
music and the lyrics of an emo band ... so 
if you're pretty sure that something a little 
on the personal side is the only thing 
that'll cut it for someone you want to be 
giving to this Christmas, then Sydney is a 
pretty safe bet, and Canadian too! 


Sick City, Nightlife (Sma\lman) | saw 
Sick City play in Ottawa on the dirt floor 
of the basement of a record store and the 
band had this crazy light show that some 
quy was operating from the side of the 
“stage.” If this band will set up that 
whole thing for a thirty-minute set on a 
dirt floor for thirty kids, imagine haw 
awesome this record is. 


Spill Canvas, No Really, I'm Fine (Sire) 
Signed by Sire Records, which was the 
original home of punk music after signing 
the Ramones and Talking Heads in 1976, 
Spill Canvas released this well- received 
album this year. Probably one of the funni- 
est album titles by an emo band ever, am! 
righit? —BRYAM BIRTLES / bryan @vueweekly.com 


For your city-slicker cousin who likes 
to pretend that she comes from the 
outskirts of town 


Ryan Adams & the Cardinals, Follow 
the Lights (Lost Highway) This EP is a bit 
of a thrown together stopgap for Adams, 
but it's hard to complain when the quality 
of the indivdual tunes is there, even if the 
whole feels a little disjointed. After put- 
ting his last full-length out under his 
name alone, Adams brings his band back 
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into the spotlight for a few gentle 
melodies, a couple of sad ones and a dark 
and intense countrified take on Alice in 
Chains’s “Down in a Hole.” 


Teddy Thompson, Upfront & Down Low 
(Verve Forcast) Eleven covers and one 
original are what Thompson deals with 
here, and he does a fine job of playing 
the sad balladeer, with a smooth voice 
that finds the nuances of the songs, 
wringing every tear out of them. Of 


INNOVATIONS, 


olG 


od 


course, he’s not alone, finding some first- 
rate help in folks like Marc Ribot, Iris 
Dement and Rufus Wainwright. 


Ryan Bingham, Mescalito (Lost Highway) 
The road, trains, dope, heaven, the devil 
love, death, ghosts, hard work, hard times 
and truckstops—yeah, all the alt-country 
necessities are here for anyone who's 
looking for them. Plus, Bingham has a 
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great rasp to his voice, he can write catchy 
melodies and his band is proficient at 
everything from the banjo to the electric 
slide to good ol’ fashioned foot-stompin’. 


Mary Gauthier, Between Daylight and 
Dark (Lost Highway) Gauthier has lived the 
hard life and you can hear that in her worn 
voice, in her lived-in songs and heartbroke 
lyrics and in the way that her band wraps 
itall up in a dusty sound that gets sand in 
your eyes and makes you cry for a stiff 
drink just to get through the record, 


Pieta Brown, Remember the Sun (One 
Little Indian) This record doesn’t hit you 
over the head with a lot of derivative 
country references, instead slipping a lit- 
tle subtle twang into the songs. A lot of 
that comes from co-producer Bo Ramsey, 
who has a way of playing a guitar— 
picked or strummed—so that it sounds 
like a freight train barreling across Texas. 
Of course, Brown's songs do the lion's 


share of the work here, and she straddles 
the line between confidence and vulnera- 
bility with her just-slightly-raspy voice. — 
EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly,com 


For your finger-snappin’ dad who's 
desperately trying to enter a new 
Stage of coolness 


Michael Brecker, Pilgrimage (Heads Up) 
Though jazz lost one of its most reputable 
players in Brecker at the start of 2007, he 
left his fans one last gift, being hailed by 
some as the best jazz album of the year. 
Brecker's beautifully crafted, all-star backed 
final album boasts songs that evoke John 
Coltrane's A Love Supreme on some tracks, 
and up-tempo grooves just as powerful on 
others. Seductive, hypnotic solos are 
played to all-original material, making for 
some very rich, very enduring music. 


Joshua Redman Trio, Back East (None- 
such) An homage to the Sonny Rollins 
recording Way Out West, Back East is a 
trio album that bucks the tendency that 
these types have to be very long and drawn 


out. Featuring 10 musicians jr 
sax-man Joshua Redman qj 
diverse talents by covering 
styles. An excellent acoustic j; 


Oregon, Out of the Woods/po, t 
Sky (Cullector’s Choice) ti, 
albums were re-released as 
set earlier this year, with a fa 
sound to those found in th 
record bins. if you are at alt i; 
original, compelling, multi-in 
ist, jazzy, rootsy music, check it o, 
time. And for those of you | 
already and have owned the 
longer than I’ve been aroun 
re-releases if you haven't alre: 





Jerrold Dubyk Quartet. [p- 
See It, (Independent) Edn 
Sax man has recently rele; 
recording, treating the listene; Itang 
ously to elements of Coltrane 
derson and, of course, hj f 
style. Reflecting 12 years jn j 

Way You See Itspeaks for itse| 


Nardwuar has a few suggestions for Xma 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

ardwuar, arguably Canada’s 
Nez and most thorough 

music journalist, has com- 
piled all of his favourite early clips 
into his new DVD Welcome to My Cas- 
le, a prequel to his awesome Doot 
Doola Doot Doo ... Doot Doo! which 
came out last year. Unfortunately, it 
doesn’t contain his Sebastian Bach 
interview because the former Skid 
Row frontman didn’t take kindly to 
Nard and smashed his tape—while 
stealing his toque. No matter, though; 
the two disc set is chock full of inter- 
views with people like Kurt Cobain, 
Sonic Youth, Jello Biafra and former 
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau. And it 
features music from Nardwuar’s band 
the Evaporators’ new disc Gassy Jack 
and Other Tales. 

While Welcome to My Castle ought 
to be enough for any rock ‘n’ roll fan 
in your life, Nardwuar was kind 
enough to give us a Christmas list that 
should hit the spot for fans of the man 
himself as well as for fans of Canadi- 
an garage and punk music. 


Cannned Hamm, Sincerely Christmas 
(Independent) “I would say the first 
thing I would recommend is Cannned 
Hamm's new Christmas Album. It fea- 
tures the great Neil Hamburger—do 
you know him? he’s a really great 
Canadian comedian—and the album 
would be an excellent present.” 


Ugly Things fanzine “This fanzine 
comes out maybe once a year and is 
full of great information and pictures 
all about ‘60s garage, ‘60s punk and 
stuff like that. 1 guess it doesn’t come 
out very often, but it’s one of the best 
fanzines out there.” 


garagehangover.com "This Christ- 
mas season, you might want to treat 
yourself to something and a good way 
to do that is by going to the website 
garagehangover.com. The best thing 
about this website is that it has all 
kinds of information about ‘60s punk 
rock bands, but it also has MP3s so 











=/NARD 


you can listen to the band while you 
read about them!” 


Riff Randalls, Double Cross (Dirtnap 
Records) “Next I would have to rec- 
ommend the Riff Randalls’ new record 
Double Cross—it's got a great ‘60s 
garage vibe to it too. And J think— 
well, they're from here [Vancouver]— 
but I think they hang out more in 
Calgary these days, so they're from 
your neck of the woods.” 


Pointed Sticks, My Japanese Fan 
(Sudden Death) “Lastly, one of my 
favourite bands ever that I never got 
to see until they reunited, I would 


have to recommend the Pointe 
Sticks’ reunion seven inch My Japan 
ese Fan. When | finally got a chanc 
see them, after years of only be!ns 
able to imagine them live !10" 
recordings, it was just as g004 ¢ 
could have been.” 


So there you have it. After you 
done checking out Nardwuat's n°" 
DVD and the Evaporators " 
album, why not look into some pn 
gift recommendations for you! loved 
one with a thing for the sounds x 
ing from suburban garages = b; 
‘60s. Nardwuar's offerings—@s ““ 

a chance to get in on a Ire 
where Nard’s shirt comes 
magic—can be found on his “ el 
at nardwuar.com. Well, keep 0” 
ing in the free world and ... ¥ 


new 


ayupt 
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For the person who can't 
afford a concert ticket 
because he just spent 
everything on that new 
home theatre system 





Shakira, Oral Fixation Tour (Epic) Give 
Shakira points for not prettying up the 
name of this DVD with some fancy 
phrase—Oral Fixation Tour is a straight- 
forward presentation of a 2006 Miami 
concert from that tour. Still, despite the 
typical approach to filming—fast zooms, 
rapid cuts and the like—Shakira and her 
band deliver musically. 


Nightwish, End of an Era (Nuclear Blast) 
Operatic vocals, intricate guitar- and key- 
board-parts, a crazy, braided beard and an 
audience of rabid fans. Yup, that's all here 
for this live performance from symphonic 
metal-band Nightwish, recorded literally 
just a few hours before female vocalist 
Tarja Turunen departed the group. 


Brothers of a Feather, Live at the Roxy 
(Eagle Vision) Do you know an old hippie? 
How about an aging classic rock fan? If 
so, then you probably know the right per- 
son to give this DVD to. Featuring Chris 
and Rich Robinson of classic rock-staples 
the Black Crowes, Live at the Roxy finds 
the duo running through an interesting 
mix of lesser-known Crowes material, a 
few songs from their solo albums and 
some suitably obscure covers. 


David Gilmour, Live at the Royal Albert 
Hall (Columbia) David Gilmour apparently 
put Pink Floyd to bed for good with the 
band’s reunion with Roger Waters on the 
stage at Live 8, but that doesn’t mean he 
has no interest in playing the group's mate- 
rial anymore, pulling out several cuts dur- 
ing this concert and mixing them in with his 
solo material, which doesn’t stray too far 
from Floyd's sound either. Plus, with Floyd's 
keyboardist in the band, this really isn’t 
much different then what Pink Floyd has 
been since Waters departed back in the 
‘80s: a David Gilmour solo project. 











KISS, K/SSology 
Volume 2, 1978 - 
1991 (VH1) Yeah, 
KISS is kind of a 
crappy band if 
you look 
beyond the 
adolescent 
thrill of the 
blood and 
the flames, 


second 
volume of 

KISSolo- 

gy cov- 
ers about the 
worst period in the band's his- 
tory, but it covers it so thoroughly that you 
have to be impressed. Some of the footage 
is a disappointment—the MTV unmasking 
of the band is, well, incredibly, painfully 
lame—but the inclusion of 1979's KISS in 
Attack of the Phantoms, a full-length film 
that the original band made, makes this a 
keeper for anyone who loves the band, and 


RKM 
CCE 


and this = 


maybe even for someone who likes ridicu- 
lous B-grade filmmaking. 


KISS, KiSSology Volume 3, 1992 - 2000 
(VH1) Well, considering just how well 
that second volume turned out despite 
the pretty terrible music the band was 
making during the ‘80s, it's unlikely that 
the reunion and subsequent shattering of 
the original band won't provide plenty of 
fireworks for another solid historical set. 


R Kelly, Trapped in the Closet Chapters 13 
- 22 \Jive) \f you know someone who was 
riveted by the repetitive and meandering 
first release in Kelly's series, then this is 
the gift you want to get for them. Despite 
the fact that Kelly sticks to one melody 
throughout, the tale he has written is so 
bizarre that it's hard—no, practically 
impossible—to look away. And even if you 
haven't seen the first DVD, there's a hilari- 
ous recap at the beginning of this one. 


AC/DC, Plug Me In (Columbia) The boys in 
the band have never been too creative with 
their titles, but they always deliver when it 


i w 
Q wall 2... fe... 2. 


comes to amped-up rock ‘n’ roll. Like the 
previous DVD release, Family Jewels, the 
first disc of this one is devoted to original 
vocalist Bon Scott, while the second covers 
the Brian Johnson-era. There are gems on 
both dises—Scott mugging for the camera 
and playing the bagpipes on an Aussie tel- 
evision show on the first and a ragged, 
Johnson-led rendition of “Ride On” live in 
Paris on the second—so you waon't go 
wrong giving this to an AC/DC fan. 


Johnny Cash, The Best of the Johnny 
Cash TV Show: 1969 - 1971 (Columbia) 
There are performances by Cash, Louis 
Armstrong and Glen Campbell, so this is 
for your grandmother. But wait, there are 
clips of Neil Young and Derek & the Domi- 
noes, too, so maybe this would be good for 
your dad. Oh, but then there are bits with 
alt-country overlords Waylon Jennings and 
Kris Kristofferson, so maybe your brother 
would like this one. Ah, just get a copy for 
everyone and call Christmas done. —EDEN 
MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


And, as a holiday bonus: local singer- 


a 





songwriter/Secretary Colleen 
Brown's totally awesome gift quide 


Colleen Brown, Foot In Heart (\ndepen- 
dent) “Well, am | allowed to pick my owne 
CD? Oh. Maybe not. | am going to pick it 
anyways.” 


Darren Frank, Coal to Diamond || 
dent) “My boyfriend, Darren 
releasing a five-song EP the wee! m 
releasing my record. It sounds frickin’ awe- 
some. | would definitely recommend that 








Regina Spektor, Begin to Hope (Sire) “| 
know it’s a bit old, but it would still be an 
awesome gift.” ’ 


Rilo Kiley, Under the Black Light (Warner 
Brothers) “I'm actually asking for that one 
for Christmas for myself.” 


Peter Elkas, Wall of Fire (Maple) “Lest | 
forget! Frickin’ awesome. | loved his 
show with Joel Plaskett. It was totally 
awesome.” —transcribed by JOEL KELLY / 
joel@vueweekly.com 


MUSICAL p \; 
hy 
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THE REASON FOR THE SEASON IS UPON US! 


PLUS what about yourself? Don't you deserve it? 


Get the best gear and the best prices for your kids. 


RKM's Exclusive & 
London England's pride 


Acoustic and 


Fleet 


guitars 


starting at 


$209.09 


#66 975 Broadmoor Bivd. 


CANADA 


THERE IS ONLY ONE PLAGE! 


Acoustic packages 
Flectric packages 
Drum kits 


"$129.99 
“$199.99 


starting treat 


$293.99 


Great accessories selection 


for Christmas gifts! 


=< 


6464-28 Ave. 


| WUE EKENC. 


THERE’S NOTHING 
LIKE BEING IN A BAND! 


Bob Dylan—The Other Side of the Mir- 
ror: Live at the Newport Folk Festival 
(Columbia) This is another one for the old 


hippie in your life, but it's just as good as a Fax: 780.485.9948 
gift for pretty much anyone who's interest- www.rkmmusiccanada.com 


Edmonton, AB. T6L 6N3 
Ph: 780.485.9917 


Sherwood Park, AB. T8A 5W9 
Ph: 780.417.9916 


ed in either songwriting or Bob Dylan. Doc- - = == 
umentarian Murray Lerner put together this r _ 
Collection of footage from Dylan's perform- 
ances at the famous folk festival from 1963 
‘hrough 1965, when the folk musician 
made the polarizing choice to “go electric.” 
—EDEN MUNRO / eden@vuaweekly.com 





For the person who just bought that 
new home theatre system, but can 
Still afford a concert ticket so she 
wants to get something more than 


Just live performances out of her 
Music DVDs 
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HAVE YOU BOOKED YOUR 
CHRISTMAS PARTY WITH US YET? 


[T'S-EASY!! 


October2 
Octot 3 


January2 


] \ Decen 
Jay December 23 Chicago 
| WwW Q os 


PHILADELPHIA 
MINNESOTA 
& ANAHEIM 


30 DETROIT 


COLORADO: 
i St. Louis 


St. Louis 
LOS ANGELES 
Tampa Bay 
Dallas 

6 DETROIT 
NASHVILLE 
Minnesota 


WWW.acousticmusicshop.com ~~ www.acousticdrumshop.com 


IVIUSIC 


9934-82 Avenue 
TEL 780 433 3545 


Acoustic guitars 
Electric guitars 
Amplifiers 
Upright basses 
Violins 
Mandolins 
Banjos 

Tuners 

Books 

Effects pedals 
Microphones 
Recording gear 
Lessons 

Gift certificates 
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DRUM 


9925-82 Avenue 
TEL 780 988 1169 


Drum kits 

Cymbals 

Hand drums 

Drum skins 

Sticks, mallets, brushes 
Books 

DVDs 

Parts and accessories 
Lessons 

Cift certificates 
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ueweekly.com 
, Apple reported 
n iTunes went up by 
13 per cent, as 
\ iPods they got for 
W es music or 


of the digital revo- 
rt are on a path where 
‘sets and vinyl will be 
/MP3s and iTunes gift 
gift of choice for the 


, Ly ... 
Well, don’t jump to that conclusion 
so fast. Record labels are working 
hard to make physical products more 
attractive. And, while the digital mar- 
ket will always be present, those 
who'd rather spin than download 
‘their music are being offered more 


areas that we've experienced,” says 
David Gawdunyk, manager of 
Megatunes Edmonton. 

Actually, over the past couple of 
years, Gawdunyk’s sales of both CDs 
and vinyl have regularly increased, 
which flies in the face of the current 
gospel, which suggests record shops 
are taking a beating at the hands of 
Apple and other download distributors. 

According to statistics from the 
Recording Industry Association of 
America, vinyl occupies only a small 
share of the marketplace. The RIAA 
States in its 2006 Consumer Trends 
teport—the 2007 edition won't come 
out until the end of the year—that 
record companies only realize 0.6 per 
cent of all their sales through vinyl. 
That's about the same number as 1996. 

But, according to local retailers, it 
is trending upwards, defying industry 
Stats. And labels, especially the indies, 
are doing more to entice buyers to 
ma return to good old-fash- 
ioned LPs. Efforts to make vinyl more 
att to buyers can’t be ignored, 
© interesting to see if 
share jumps in the 


had always held its 
more and more people 
and, really, any- 
,” says Gawdunyk. 
the last Bob Dylan 
50 to 60 units on 











: T, which died, to 
Superaudio. discs, it could be the old 
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vinyl which eventually replaces the 
CD, Or, it could end up saving the CD. 

“The quality of vinyl now is a lot 
better than we saw in the ‘70s or ‘80s. 
Now, it’s not mass-produced, so a lot 
of it is pressed on high-quality 180- 
gram or 140-gram vinyl.” 

The new emphasis on vinyl is 
echoed by one of Canada’s top indie 
labels, Mint Records. 

“In general, we are releasing more 
vinyl and, when we do so, we often 
include coupons so [customers] can 
also download a digital format of the 
album,” says Yvette Ray, publicity rep 
for Mint. 

Other major US indies, such as 
Matador and Sub Pop, are also drop- 
ping download codes into their vinyl 
packages, or placing CDs into the 
packages that can easily be copied 


onto a buyer's computer. Example? 
Sub Pop is releasing a live album from 
grunge legends Mudhoney that is 
coming out on vinyl only. But each 
album comes with a download 
coupon—and the label promises that 
each song will be available at a 
bitrate of 192 kbps, which offers bet- 
ter sound quality than most com- 
pressed digital files. 


WHILE THE INCREASE in vinyl interest 
is very real, there is no doubt that CDs 
are still by far the leader when it 
comes to the physica! format of 
choice for music fans. But CDs, 
because discs can be burned so easily, 
are the most vulnerable to piracy. So, 
many labels and artists have chosen 
to be more creative in how CDs are 
packaged. More needs to be done in 
order to make a listener choose a CD 
over downloading the same collection 
via iTunes. 

So, what are the labels doing? More 
than ever, we are seeing popular 
albums re-released with bonus discs 
or DVDs filled with concert footage 


ON THE COVER 


KY-MANI MARLEY / 67 32 is) 


COLLEEN BROWN / 69 
BEDOUIN SOUNDCLASH / 72 





and b-sides. Some include tracks that 
aren’t made available to the down- 
load sites. 

Maybe the most ambitious release 
you'll find this Christmas season is the 
“Executive Edition” of the New Pornog- 
raphers’ Challengers album, from 
Matador Records. The Vancouver 
band’s release will be repackaged with 
three screen-printed blank recordable 
CDs. Those blank CDs can be used to 
get bonus material from a website, 
from concert performances to video to 
previously unreleased tracks, Once fin- 
ished, the set will be transformed into 
a do-it-yourself box set. 

if not audio-visual extras, some 
labels and artists are certainly putting 
extra work into their packaging. Fresh 
off the buzz of the acclaimed lan Cur- 
tis biopic, Control, Warner has re- 
released new digitally-enhanced 
versions of Joy Division's old Factory 
Records discography, with bonus 
discs and plenty of additional artwork. 
And Hacktone Records has caused a 
stir with its presentation of The Salva- 
tion Blues, from former Jayhawk Mark 











Olson. The package looks like a 
“mini-novel,” says Gawdunyk 

But, according to Duncan McKie, 
the head of Canadian Independent 
Record Production Association, “while 
there has been some advancement in 
terms of how CDs are packaged, it’s 
not true for the industry as a whole 

“I wonder if we've become so 
focused on the digital world, if the 
development of the physical products 
have come to a standstill,” he contin- 
ues. “I just received a CD today. It’s a 
nice CD with a couple of pictures, but 
I don’t know if that’s any different @ 
from a product that came out a couple 
of years ago.” 


WHILE SOME LABELS are willing to 


spend the extra money for bonus 
tracks and deluxe packaging, some 
can't or aren't willing to put the added 
dough into a format which might not 
come anywhere close to making a 
return on investment. And, according 
to McKie, that’s especially true in the 
case of younger acts that don’t have 
track records of sales success 

“When you are working on a FAC- 
TOR grant or some of your own 
band’s money, you have got to be 
careful,” he says. S 

When a band or label can make as 
much as $20 000 out of a sync deal 
that places music in an advertisement 
or film, the CD is often being seen 
more as a loss leader than as an 
avenue for profit. By releasing a CD, 
an artist or agency wants to get the 
music out to the public in the hope 
that it will lead to-more lucrative tours 
or commercial deals. So, why spend 
extra bucks on packaging or extras? 

“Some artists want to limit their lia- 
bility,” says McKie. “They want to get 
the music out and then use that to 
explore other revenue streams.” 

So, there are really two sides to the » 
argument. But one thing can’t be 
questioned; that those who are in the 
market for CDs aren't spending nearly 
as much as they used to. In order to 
make CDs more competitive with 
albums being sold for $9.99 on 
iTunes, labels have slashed prices. 

“It makes sense,” says Kris Bur- 
wash of Edmonton's Listen Records & 
CDs. “The price drop has helped. CDs 
are finally being priced in the realm of 
what people are actually willing to 
pay for them. Most CDs are now 
available for under $20. Over the last 4 
two to three years, the price for CDs 
has dropped 25 per cent.” 

But will lower prices and extras— 
from the labels that can afford them 
—keep customers coming? While con- 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 71 
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DOU at tl S=<: 


kokance pints and 
hiballs til \0:30pm 


Y! NOT WEDNESDAYS 


$1 HIBALLS TILL 11PM 


THIS WEEK: 
THURSDAY DEC 6: 


= ceeers 


WITH CHRISTIAN HANSEN 


UPCOMING: 
FRIDAY DEC 14: CD RELEASE! + FREE BEFORE (0PM 


OMEGA THEORY 


FIRST CITY FALLEN » THE ORANGE TIPPED GUN - THE BASSHEADS 


ce Ses LONGWAY DOWN 


APACHE ROSE “DIF INIT ¥ 
: THE HOLIDAY HAYRIDE FEATURING... 


FRIDAY DEC 21: 
PLUS ow 


BROKEN NOSE #7, 
TEXAS BLOOD MONEY 


SATURDAY DEO 22 : XXXXMAS COMEDY SHOW 


sees eees eeeee 


MostTLy WATER THEATRE 


THE WHEAT POOL 


2¢ 7 GHISLAIN POIRIER 
4é¢ 2; TRE FRANKLING 
2£¢ 7: THEE NYE PARTY 


THEE JOMMNSONS {JOHNSOMS-OKE] * THEE FAT DAVE CRIME WAVE * THEE FIREBRANDS 





LISTINGS FOR YOU 





FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 426.2889 
‘Of E-MAIL GLENYS AT 


LUSTINGS@ VUEWEEXICOM 
DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage: 
Spm 








CAFE LEVA Every Thursday: Travis 
Boa plays mellow gold; 7-930pm 


CENTURY CASINO Hermans 
Hermits; 8pm; $39.95 at 
TicketMaster, Century Casino 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 

DAUID Guitar heroes 
DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Cosmic 
Gate; 8pm; $20 at TicketMaster 


FILTHY MCNASTY'S | Hate Sally 
FOUR ROOMS Thom Bennett: 8pm 


HULBERTS Performer's Edge 
Showcase: Jesse Dee; 8pm; $7 
(door) 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianas, no cover: 8pm 
JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam; 7-11pm 

4 AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am 
JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence (jazz piano} 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


PAWN SHOP The Corduroys 


SECOND CUP-RIVERBEND SO 
Ron Taylor 

SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
Alexisonfire, quests Anti-Flag, 
Saosin, The Bled; all ages event, 
licensed beer gardens; 6pm; $32.50 
at TicketMaster 


WILD WEST Ronnie Kerr 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Thursday Nights: Electro Education 
dub, trip hop, lounge, electro with 
DJ Lazer Beam 


THE BANK DJ Bad Boy Bill 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday; top 40, country 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ S.WAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays; with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew: InVinceable, Touch It, 
TNO, Lady Vishus 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with 
Allout DJs, DJ Degree, Junior 
Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevans; 9pm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K, hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Decha, tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 


NEW CITY | Love ‘80s Thursdays: 
Spm (door), no cover 

NEW CITY Bride of Bingo 
Thursdays: hosted by Dexter Nebula 


and Anarchy Adam; 10pm; no 
minors; no cover 
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ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BO!LER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. clas- 
Sic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 
PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
It Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
spun with PI residents 

THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexxxi Tronic, Drag 
Kings and Queens, burlesque and 
rotating game shows, bands 
upstairs monthly 

VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLCM: Electro, techno, no wave 
with DJ Nik 7 of Shout Out Out Out 
Out: 8pm (door) 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Robert Michaels 
(Latin jazz guitar); 7-30pm; $28 at 
the Arden’s box office, TicketMaster 


AVENUE SKATE PARK | Hate 
Sally and Means 

AXIS CAFE Friday Live Music 
Nights: Sheree Plett; $10 (door) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Marie Josee 
Houle; $10 


CARROT CAFE Dave Von Bieker 


CASINO EDMONTON Kory Wios 
(pop/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Party of 
Four (pop/rock) 


CASTLE ROCK Open stage 


FESTIVAL PLACE Terry McDade 
and the McDades Christmas Show 
(Celtic); 7-30pm; $28-$32 at Festival 
Place box office 


FOUR ROOMS Thom Bennett; 
Spm; $5 

HULBERT'S Performer's Edge 
Showcase: Martin Kerr, 8pm; $7 
{door} 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, Spm 


JEFFREY'S CAFE Sandy Foster 
Quartet (jazz); $15 


JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm; no cover 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence (jazz piano} 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 
Patrick Watson, Plants and 
Animals; 7pm (door); tickets avail- 
able at TicketMaster, Blackbyrd, 
Listen, Megatunes, Acoustic Drum 
Shop 


ON THE ROCKS Mustard Smile 
with DJ Shawnibis 


PAWN SHOP Let's Dance 


STARLITE ROOM Bedouin 
Soundclash, Matt Costa, The Saint 
Alvia Cartel; no minors; 8pm; 
$27.50 at Ticketmaster 


TOUCH OF CLASS Me and Julio 
{pop/rock} 

VELVET UNDERGROUND That 1 
Guy, Jesse Dee; 8pm; $13 at 
Blackbyrd, Listen and 
Ticketmaster.ca 


WILD WEST Ronnie Kerr 


YARDBIRD SUITE Trio Tarana; 
Spm; $12 (member)/$16 (quest) at 
TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


WEST END CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH A Mouse’ 
Tale: Cantilon Choir, 7pm; $15 
{adult}/$12 (student) at TIX on the 
Square 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Handal’s 
Messiatr. Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Jean-Marie Zeitouni 
(guest conductor), U of A Madrigal 
Singers; 8pm; $42-$73; child/stu- 
dent/senior tickets available at 
Winspear box office 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
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funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
two levels; Wooftop: DJs Ben 
Jammin’ and Bobby Torpedo heat 
up the patio 

BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous} 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm 
DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and ‘70s progressive rock, disco, 
and electronic Indie with Joel 
Reboh 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip 
hop, house, mash up; no minors: 
ESMERALDA'S D.) Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 

FEVER Ladies night with DJ Jonnie 
Spinns and Toni Sanchez 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 





PLACE, $28 - 32 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
Du Tysin 


TOUCH OF CLASS Mark 
McGarrigle (pop rock) 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with penny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests; 1 
7am 


URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays 


'WUNDERBAR Fridays with the 
Pony Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ 
Toma; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 





UNITED CHURCH 
(singer and harp Hw 
louge, Tam ( 
Faragher (6 
under 12) at T 
door 


STARLITE ROOM ; 
Soundelash, Ma 
Alvia Carte), $27 
Ticket 












Jam: hosted by 
Gator $ 


TOUCH OF Class 
{pop/rock} 


YARDBIRD SUITE 1; 
Schyff. John Butcher 1 
Mies Spm; $ e 


~ GLASSICAL 

















BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: Happy (Sherry-Lee Wisor, 
Graham Guest, Robin Hunter and Al 
from Red Shag); no cover acoustic 


PREVUE / SAT, DEC 8 (7:30 PM) / MARK STERLING / FESTIVAL 





Mark Sterling will be performing the songs of John Lennon, while I'll 
be hanging around outside reading Catcher in the Aye and waiting. 








KIDDING! 
Damian every Sat aftemoon 4-6pm 
GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ | BLUE CHAIR CAFE McKeever's 
Christian Crossing; $12 (adv)/$15 (day of) 
GINGUR SKY AVfican Vibes: Friday | CASINO EDMONTON Kory Wios 
nights with DJ D-Black, DJ Tiger, (pop/rock) 
$i0 CASINO YELLOWHEAD Party of 
HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new Four (pop/rock) 
wave, Brit ay a oe soul with THE DOCKS Line of site 
DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 

gs Ietee Teen) EVA 0, HOWARD THEATRE 


before 10pm; $5 {after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! 
Bitch! Bitch! Fridays: electro, indie, 
altemative, techno with DJs 
Dervish, Plan B, quests; no minors; 
Spm (door); $5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Our: 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with Dus Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CUSR’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikes; 9pm-2am,; no caver 


RED STAR Movin on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop with 
DJ Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson 


THE ROOST Fridays All Request 
Dance Party: with DJ Jazzy with 
rotating shows every week, $4 
{member)/$6 (non-member) 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: 
Salsa-merengue-bachata-house- 
feqgeaton-urban-old school with DJ 
Spice 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Top 40 request with a mix of retro 
and diseo; 7pm-12midnight 


STARLITE ROOM Bedouin 
Soundclash, Matt Costa, St Alvia 
Cartel; no minors; Spm (door) 
$27.50 at Unionevents.com, 
TicketMaster, Megatunes, 
Blackbyrd, FS (WEM), Freecloud 


STOLU'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 


Victoria School, 10210-108 Ave 


Alberta Association of Abonginal 
Music, Native Nashville Sound; 
6pm (door); $20 at TIX on the 
Square 

FESTIVAL PLACE Songs of John: 
music of John Lennon performed by 
Mark Sterling; 7:30pm; $32 
(cabaret)/$30 (box)/$28 (theatre) 


FIDDLER'S ROOST Scott Cook and 
the Long Weekends, (CD release 
party), Backporch Swing, Terry. 
Morrison, John Gorham, The Red 
Deers, Jesse Dee, Patsy Amico and 
Brian Gregg, F&M, Sall Gibson, 
Maurice Jones, and others; 7pm 
(door), Bpm-12:30am (music); $8 
FOUR ROOMS Thom Bennett, 
Spm; $5 

HULBERT'S Tim Smith Trio; 8pm 
THE IVORY CLUB Live dueling 
pianos, no cover, 9pm 
JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 
jam, 3-7:30pm; country/rock band 
Spm-2am 

JEFFREY'S CAFE Helona 
Magerowski (jazz); $10 

JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm, no cover 
JUUAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence (jazz piano) 
NEWCASTLE PUB Blue Yonder 
(CD release party); 7:30pm (door) 
O'BYRNE'S Wednesday Nights: 
Christ Wynters (Captain Tractor), 
Quests; 9:30pm; no cover 

ON THE ROCKS Mustard Smile 
with DJ Crazy Dave 

OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PUB Open stage Saturday hosted 
by Jenny Joy; 9pm. 
SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUR 








CITY HALL Christina 
EKOS Singer 
Childre 
Studio “8” Saxnphc 
free 


CONVOCATION HAL! 
City Winds Mus 

Christmas concert : 
(door) 

McDOUGALL UNITED cHURCs 
Wintersong: Kok 

and 7pm; $16 ( 
(studer 
Square 


RED DEER COLLEGE ARTS 
CENTRE Tinse it 

Deer Symphony 
tickets available at Tick 


WEST END CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 0. 

Day. Cantilon Choir: 7pm; $) 
(adult/$%2 (student) at TX on 1} 
Square 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Ha 
Messialr Edmonton Sym 
Orchestra, Jean-M 
{guest conductos), 






























dent/senior tickets av 
Winspear box offic 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with 
Soundwave 

BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 5 
Porter 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 
two levels alt rock/e! 
Main Floor: The tv 
with Miss Manne 


BUDDY'S Undie night 
‘Only, free poo! and tourney 
Arrowchaser 


DELUXE BURGER BAR f2 
and ‘70s progressive 
and electronic Indie with J! 
Reboh 

EMPIRE BALLROOM F 
hop, house, mash uf 
FEVER Saturday night F 
DU Jonnie Spinns and Ton 
FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays“ 
Gold Mash-Up: with Harme 
DJ Kwake : 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE! 
Top tracks, rock, retro with 8 
Damian : 


GINGUR SKY Soulout Sst 


HALD For Those Who Know 
every Sat with Blair Junior 

Mefarlane, along wil 
and Jason Thompson 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizic 
Du Groovy Cuvy and gue 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Saturdays real altamative, ¢ 
punk with DJ Nazz Nomas. "© 
cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS S21" 
Sucks; electro, industrial. 2! ® 
indy, electro, rock with oH ‘ 
Rofeelya and Blue Jay \" 
$5 

PAWN SHOP Sinalliow? 
Grimes and Pete Emes 
Grooves 

PLANET INDIGO-JASPE 
AVENUE Suggestive f 
breaks electro house 
dents 



































| au 
PREVUE/ THU, DEC 6 (6 PIM) / ANTI-FLAG / WITH ALEX! 








and actions. And though you mig 
Thetic explains that it was actually tougher when they started. 
“it’s much easier to be a band called Anti-Flag now than it was 10, 15 years ago,” he explains. “We're sort of at an interesting time 


ba by 


as 
aii} 
is 


SONFRE, SAOSIN, 





, THE BLED / SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE $32.50 (ALL AGES) 


in a world where Green Day—a band named after a day devoted to smoking pot, and one which named its breakout album after 
| poo—is considered a political punk band, it's especially nice to have a band like Anti-Flag around. Having formed in 1993 in the 
} Pittsburgh area, Anti-Flag from the get-go was well versed in radical left-wing political ideas that come out in the band's lyrics, music 
ht think it’s tough being a band called Anti-Flag in super spooky post-9/11 America, drummer Pat 


COME AND CHECK OUT THE 
W LOCATION ON 


= JRDINLEE 





DEC6 








politically because | feel like in 2002, 2003, all, or a lot of the activist community was mobilizing in making statements and making 
| things really happen and then in ‘04, ‘05, ‘06, things were really coming together and then the Democrats won in the congress and 
everybody started giving up. The reality is nothing is really changed, all policies are still in place and all the work that we've done to 
get people into the right places to make changes have sold us out and haven't made those changes. So right now Anti-Flag is not the 




















i 


RED STAR Saturdays indie rock, hip 
Hop, and electro with DJ Hot Philly 
and guests 


THE ROOST Saturdays-Always like 
New ‘Years Eves with BY Dan (Retro) 
downstairs and DJ Jazey (Naw 
“Misic) upstairs; $4 (member)/$6 
‘{hon-member) 


 SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKAT- 
ING DISCO Sportsworld Intine and 

toller Skating Disco: Top 40 request 
With a mix of retro and disen; 15pm 
“and 7pm-12 midnight 


OLU'S ON WHYTE Top 40, R&B, 
"house with People’s DJ M 


(BACK OF STARLITE 
} Oh Snap, Residents Degree, 
‘Out Dils and More: $3 {Temple 
Brshipl/S5 (without, will get 
Ou 8 Temple Membership) 
A AFTERHOURS Anthen: 
Hard NRG/trapcertunky with Jott 
is, OTOR, Big: Daddy, STK, Tweek, 


pariah that we once were, but there's 
Thetic is happy to report, however, t 


set of challenges for the ban 

“We grew up playing in basements where we wo 
day, so the idea of autographs is really sort of a weir 
playing a show and the next day you're playing a 
he asks. “So autographs have always been a chal 
| that | want to be a part of.” w BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vuewsekly.com 


hat tell me, ‘| became a vegan or a vegetarian after | came to one of your shows,’ 
"he says. “As a broad movement | can't 


show, why would | want your autograph and why wo 
llenge for us because | do think it separates people and that’s not the kind of world 


alittle more apathy of social and political issues than there was a year ago.” 
hat he and his band mates have been able to raise issues on an individual level with the fans 
that they play for, and have even changed peoples’ minds about some issues. 
| “Ona personal level, | talk to kids all of the time t 
or, | wasn't aware of these issues and now I'm campaigning for this cause or that cause,’ 
take any credit for anything, but individual things I've talked to many kids who have, the music and the things that we talk about have 
| had direct impact on their lives.” 
Growing up in a tight-knit punk rock scene but having attained the level of international fame Anti-Flag has comes with a special 
d—namely the mixed feelings the band gets when kids ask for autographs. 
uld be playing a show today and then we would be watching a show the next 
d concept to us. That anybody would separate, because, you know, one day I’m 
uld you want my autograph?” 








LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Winter Harp, 
7:30pm; $30 at TicketMaster 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Errol Zastre; 
Sunday brunch; donations 


BLUES ON WHYTE Slowburn 
{blues/rock); Sipm - tam. 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
Sunday jam; 7pm 


DUSTER'S PUB Sunday open stage 
hosted by the Mary Thomas Band 


EDDIE SHORTS Every Sunday open 
stage with Rob Taylor: 4-8pm 


HULBERT'S Sunday Night Mic 
hosted by Rhea Marcty, 7pm 


JAMMERS PUB Sunday oper 
blues jam; 4-Bpm 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 
Colleen Brown (CO release), The 
Calti¢ Divas (Ireland), the Canadian 
‘Tenors; 6:30pm (deor), 7:30pm 
(show), $10 (advl/$13 (door): 
advance tickets available at 
TicketMaster 





NEWCASTLE PUB Live Sunday jam 
hosted by Wily and Dave, 2:30pm 


Open stage with Joe 


O'BYRNE'S 
, Bird; 8:30pm; ho cover 


(ON THE ROCKS Souijah Fyah 
Sundays with DU Dudeman 
OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Cagtatiy 
Tractor 8-11 pm 


OVERDRIVE Anything Goes: 
acoustic jam every Sunday afternoon 
with the Shufflehound; 1:30-5pm 


REXALL PLACE Van Halen, David 
Lee Roth, Ky-Mani Marley 
(rock/pop); 7:30pm; $52.50-$159,50 
at TicketMaster 


ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage 
featuring the Olys/Mike McDonald 
altermate weeks; 9-12 


ROYAL COACH Petro Polujin (clas: 
sical guitar) 


STARLITE ROOM Sonic 102.9 pres- 
ents: Galico Drive {farewell show), 
Crowned King Kiros, Blank Method, 
No More Parachute; all ages with 
Licensed Area; 6pm; tickets at 
TicketMaster, RKM (Shanwood Park, 
Millwoods), CD Pius (Spruce Grove), 


FS Skate 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED 
CHURCH Music for a Festive 
Season: Alberta Baroque Music 
Society, Da Camera Singers, Janet 
Smith (soprana), Mireille Rijavec 
(mezzo soprano), Russell Whitehead 
(tumpet): 3pm and 7:30pm, $23 
{adult/$18 (student/senior) at TX on 


the Square 
DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic Improv. 
Jammeiki and OJ Tim 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Got To 
Give ft Up Sunday Afternoons. Main 




















Floor: Funk, soul, Motown, disco 
with DJ Red Dawn 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
Greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro; 10pm- 
2:30am; guest DJs inquire at 
kelly@michetti.com 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Hoek, hip 
hop, house, mash up 

OVERTIME BROILER Sunday 
Industry Night Requests with DJ Bo 
URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays: with DJs InVingeable and 
Macca 

URBAN LOUNGE Sunday Night 
Live: hosted by DA Choclit Elviz, DJ 
Swaetz 9pm; the best of Urbans live 
entertainment 19pm 


WUNDERBAR Sundays DU 
Gallatea and XS, quésts; no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Sieuman 
Mondays John Guliak with the New 
Lougaris, guests; Main Floor 

Eclectic Nonsense with Confederacy 
of Ounoos, Ded Rock, TY Hookah & 
Rear Admiral Saunders 


HORIZON STAGE Winter Harp 
(Contemporary, Celtic and medieval 














songs and stories); 7:30pm; $30 
{adult/$25 (student/senior) at the 
Horizon Stage box office, 
TicketMaster 


IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondays: 
music and comedy; Spm 


LB'S PUB Open Stage with Shaved 
Posse hosted by Ken, Fred, Gordie 
and Matt; 9-12:30 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic instrumental old 

time fiddle jam hosted by the Wild 
Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers Society: 7pm 


SECOND CUP-MEADOWLARK 
Paul Lepage 


CLASSICAL 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Winspear Centre Christmas concert 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra; a 
family Christmas concert: features & 
special presentation of The 
Snowman; 7pm 


a": 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondays: Servics Industry Night; no 
minors: $pm-2am 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: Eclectic Nonganse with 
Confederacy of Dunces, Dad Rock, 
TU Hookah and Rear Admiral 
Saunders 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Aucy 
Electro Latest and greatest in 
Hause, Progressive and Trip-Hop, 
12am-2:30am; interested guest OJs 
inquire at Kolly@emichett).com; 







WANT TO PLAY AT THE 


URBAN LOUNGE? 


WE ARE LOOKING FOR THE 
BEST NEW TALENT. 


REGISTER YOUR BAND ONLINE... 





WWW.URBANLOUNGE.NET : 


10544-82 AVE. PH:437-7699 





MUSIC 
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JAI 
m, Seating is Limi 
18+ Sorry No Min 


th 


i Party Favours! 
Tickets only $69.95 Througti Ticketmastef or Centory Casino 643.4000. 


COSSSSSGCOCCOCOCDOCOOS ee O8OO000 
SODDDDOOOO OOO OOOO Oe SBO00000000000008 


is olololelolelolololeleleleteleteteteleteteye 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CENTURY CASINO 
ALL. SHOWS DOORS AT SPM 





‘karaoke with ‘amateur strip 
ALTHY MoNASTY'S Metol 
Mondays: with DU SWAG. 
FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 
Naretios Met teapot 
on 
metal with DJ Sammi Kerr; no 
minors; no cover 
O'BYRNE'S Best local musical tal- 
ent with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 








ter; 
{aduht/$44.50 (senior/student) at 
icketMaster 


DAUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 
FESTIVAL PLACE Michelle Wright 
(country); 7:30pm 

LEGENDS PUB Tuesday Open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Singing for Supper: Tom Jackson, 
Asani; 6pm; $20 at TicketMaster 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 
Sophie Milman; 8pm; $39.50 at Ti 
cketMaster 

TAPHOUSE Tuesday Moosehead 
Jam: hosted by Mark Ammar, Dale 
Collins, and Nos! Mackenzie; 
8:30pm-Tam. 

O'BYRNE Coltic Jam: with 
Shannon Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Christmas 


iH 
i 


a 
i 
: 
oI 


PREVUE / SAT, DEC 8 (7 PM) / NATIVE NASHVILLE SOUND / EVA 0 
HOWARD THEATRE (10210 - 108 AVE), $20 
This performance is a fundraiser forthe Alberta Association of 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, country, 
R&B with DJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 
FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance les- 
sons 8-10pm 


GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 
Reggae music with Bomb Squad, 
0.8, Chrome Nine; no cover 


RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental 
Indie Rock. Hip Hop, Electro with 
DJ Hot Philly 


LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday- popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 





WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Songwriter cir- 
cle night: Jiri Huducec, David Roy 
Parsons, Caity Fisher; donations 





BACKROOM VooK 2, 











__ CASTLE ROEK Acoustic night open 
stago- Watoadeys Souiful Doge 
DOW CENTENNIAL Nic-E and Smocy 
CENTRE-SHELL THEATR BANK ULTRA Loon 
‘SASKATCHEWAN Natalie Wednesday Nights: win 
MacMaster; Bpm: $46.50 NOL 
Tether ee e Gulch Wednen ee USE 
With DJ Buster Forno” 

EDDIE SHORTS Wednesday blues | jj > 
jam with Brian Petch (guitar) Rerancivene ge 
eT || torwure, nee 31 

? BYE, Brit, im 
Festival Place box office and roll 
FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower prs Hump day wich») 
‘open stage Christmas party; 7:30pm xxxy Sean 
(door); $2 FEVER NIGHTCLUE |, 
HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage Wednesdays: with 0) j,, 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock 'n' Roll Spinns and Toni Sanch, 
Kenny FLUID LOUNGE Vy... 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic This 

Chris Wynters and THE FOX Wing 

Quests; 9:30pm; no cover A&B. hiphop, 





988ton with Invi 
Hirtivseaeattd eat COMMUNITY Weekly quest Dus 
ustic Bluegrass jam pre- 
sented by the Northem Bluegrass Lanta PUB Hip hoon 
Circle Music Society every Spincyele 
Wednesday evening WEW CITY Lxwip LOUNSE 
REXALL PLACE Bon Jovi, Hedley, | fit With Your Box Qu Ye. 
7:30pm; $49.23-$750 at HOht NO minors: no ¢ 
TicketMaster NOG DIAMOND's 
STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Open mic Inetal Bvery Wednesds 
(acoustic) every Wed; (last Wed RED STAR Guest DJs 
each month spoken word) Wednesday : 
WILD WEST Tera Lee STANDARD Wedine 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Brian Melo, | Wild Feat with OJ w 
Carly-Rae Jepsen, Jaydee Bixby STOLU'S Wild Charry 
House/garage with tr pswit 
CLASSICAL Ratidnt Funk fusion en 
2 See Velocity 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH A 
Brassy Christmas: Pergolesi Brass 
Bright, Shiny and Big; 12:01pm? 
free 

MYER HOROWTIZ THEATRE The 
Canadian Tenors, the Celtic Divas; 
7:30pm; $50 (adult)/$45 (senior) at 
TIX on the Square 


DJS 











new D.J; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS \ 1 
Wednesday 


England's post-garage scene is without shelter 


BACKLASH BLUES 


ADLAND PEMBERTON 


=> 
Fe) 
= 
= roland @vueweekly.com 


During a recent trip to Europe, | was 
astonished to see how much London 
seemed to mirror its stereotypes. There 
was a high concentration of drinking, 
everyone | met in all walks of life 
watched football and | was even called a 
lad once. But more than anything, the 
weather is what interested me the most. | 
knew it was a rainy place (more so than 
Vancouver or Seattle, surely), but it was a 
much different, oppressive sort of gray 
drizzle than | was used to. | was positive 
that it had to emotionally influence the 
art that comes out of this city. It has to be 
where the garage subculture (and its vari- 
ous offshoots) draws its gritty, propulsive 
depth charge from. 

Two-step garage was a popular 
response to jungle music in the mid-to- 
late ‘90s, a genre of dance music accen- 
tuated with R&B and rap vocals, high 
BPMs, a non-4/4 drum pattern and musi- 
cal dynamics derived from drum and bass 









Ce}stylus Music School 


Quality Education | Career Programs 


Master of Music Production & Technology 
Independent Music Producer 
Sound Design & Technology 


and early house. The core sound of this 
genre has since waned in popularity, giv- 
ing way to many different strains in the 
early 2000s, with the most far-reaching 
being grime. Grime is a fairly lo-fi emcee- 
oriented genre, with speedy raps and 
minimalist, bass-heavy beats. It started 
as a relatively simple, underground enter- 
prise (not unlike rap), but reached the 
mainstream through the popularity of 
Wiley and Dizzee Rascal. 

Also springing from garage is dubstep, 
a more instrumental combination of two- 
step, grime and the dub-reggae ethos. It’s 
getting major run through the likes of 
Skream and critical success Burial. 
There's even a brand new genre out of 
North England that isn’t even extensively 
popular in London yet. It’s called niche 
(named for the club it originated from) or 
bassline house. This new music cycles 
back to the mid-’90s two-step sound with 
a combination of old-school house drums, 
glitched R&B vocals and grime basslines. 
The first big hit for niche music is T2's 
“Heartbroken,” currently number two on 
the UK Top 40 singles list. 


THERE'S A BIT OF A problem with this 





& 1: 604.523.2969 
= www.stylusmusicschool.com 


genre hopping. As a result of this ADD 
culture of DIY music making, none of the 
producers in these offshoot genr 
manage to pick up enough steam to break 
Out across the Atlantic. The artists either 
just experiment with whatever the 
newest style is instead of stickin | 
their original sound long enough t 
an impact or, in the case of Kano 
Dizzee Rascal, get so well-established 
that they lose interest in the basi: 
their sound and gain a desire for “artisti 
growth” in the form of outside collabora 
tion with pop and rock acts 

It's pretty strange how quickly genres 
go through a life-death cycle these 
Noted grime DJ Logan Sama is alre 
making “Grime Is Dead" shirts and 
emcees like Duurrty Goodz are making 
songs with the explicit purpose of bring 
ing back the scene. It’s like a new genres 
life actually gets shortened by our gener- 
ation’s ease of technology and faster dis 
tribution methods. Perhaps things are"! 
so different in England after all. w 
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Techno All The Way with Neal K, David 
Stone and Dane is on Sat, Dec 8 at the 
Velvet Underground. 







FETA #60 8th Street, New Westminster, 8.C 
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in’ with Ky-Mani Marley 


carolyn@vueweokly.com 
the public eye, it can’t 
y having Bob Marley as a 
‘Whatever you think of the 
man, there’s little denying that he is 
one por oe famous musicians 
_ and when some of his 
children, each in their own time, 
entered the music business, compar- 
isons were and are inevitable. His 
legacy has, sometimes unfairly, been 

hoisted onto their backs. 


5 Kt KYMAN MARLEY 
= TNL 2S $159.50 


With his third studio album Radio, 
Ky-Mani Marley proves himself to 
be his very own man and continues 
down the road that he took with 
2001's Many More Roads, fully fusing 
his love of hip hop with reggae. 

In different interviews, the question 
of comparisons comes up again and 


again, and it seems that Marley is,~ 


understandably, of two minds on the 
issue. He acknowledges the legacy, but 
also sees that the music of his siblings 
doesn't always get judged on its merits. 

“People always ask me do I have a 
problem with it, and my thing is why 
would I have a problem with it? He was 
my father so what better person to be 
compared to?” Marley says. “No I don't 
have a problem with it. I really don’t 
worry about what people expect of me. 
I mean their expectation is their expec- 
tation. The only way for me to be 
happy in my life is to conquer my fears 
and try to move towards what I want to 
do and what my vision is. I can’t live for 
somebody else.” 


BORN TO TABLE-TENNIS champion 
Anita Belnavis and Bob Marley in 
Jamaica, Ky-Mani Marley relocated 
to Miami's inner city when he was 
niné, several years after father died 
in 1981. Growing up, his first love 
was sport, even though his mother 
insisted on music lessons, and by” 
the time he was 20, he made his 
first appearance as a musician on 
an album of Bob Marley covers, Like 
Father Like Son. 

There was more for him than 
mimicking his father, however, and 
he grew into a musical sound that is 
deeply rooted in reggae while taking 
a giant step away from it-living up to 
his name—Ky-Mani means “adven- 
turous traveller.” While he lyrically 
explores social injustice and personal 
‘ssues on Radio, his verbal way of 
dealing with problems is more gang- 
ster-like, which he explains is simply 
vne side of him. 

“lam an adventurous traveller—I 
would consider’ myself that. You 
know? I guess what I'd like to say isa 
rebel, basically, You know what | 
mean?” he says. “My challenge is tak- 
ing on the challenges of the world, 
the injustices of the world, and that 
calls for me to take j journeys.” 

The routes he has taken are varied, 
and the man’s bio is full of surprises: 
Star of the reality show Livin’ the Life of 
Marley, acting credits in Shottas, One 
Love and Haven, and of course, open- 
ing for the Van Halen reunion tour. 


Despite the odd pairing, the 
reviews of the tour, now a third of the 
way through, have been positive, and 
Marley has learned a thing or two 
about following a passion and being a 
musical veteran. 

“As far as observing, you know, 





David [Lee Roth] on stage, and that 
that could be freeing and that’s one of 
the things that I always used to be a 
little skeptical about,” he says. “I 
noticed that he’s very free-flowing, 
you know, very open, he just says 
what's on his mind, and it works.” v 
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itly residing in 
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n's Colleen 


ly three years, 
that we're releas- 


The result, entitled Foot in Heart, is 
'y full-bodied, warm-blooded experi- 
‘ence, built around Brown's knack for 
atching unpretentious melodies to 
yer unique voice. Brown seems com- 
fortable and genuinely happy to be 
serforming with the support of a full 
band, including Frosted Tipz’ vocalist 
y van Keeken and Bebop Cortez’s 
Doug Organ. 

"| don't like playing solo very much 
anymore,” she says, adding, “I don’t 
teally see myself as a pianist these 
days.” ; 

While she graduated as a piano 
major from the Grant MacEwan jazz 
‘program, she has come into her own 
on other instruments, particularly the 
bass. “I like to play with other peo- 
ple—it adds textures to the songs, 
now especially because I’m not writ- 
ing them for just piano and voice,” 
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she says. “When I was a beginning 
songwriter, that’s all I was really 
thinking about.” 

Brown credits her band members 
with helping her develop her song- 


















writing towards a more spacious 
sound. “The way that I’ve written in 
the past, most of the songs were pret- 
ty much fully formed on the piano, 
both arrangement-wise and the tone,” 
she explains. “Now, | can just come to 
the band with some chords and a 
melody and explore.” 

Playing with a band, she says, has 
taught her the value of simplicity. 
“You don’t need to play 13 chords a 





second,” she laughs. “I’m starting to 
lean towards songs that are decep- 
tively simple—you can do a lot with 
just a few chords.” 


HER OTHER MUSICAL endeavors, previ- 


ously as a member of the Kit Kat Club 
and most recently as bassist for chick- 
rock trio the Secretaries, have also 
pushed Brown towards a bolder and 
brasher identity as a songwriter, some- 
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thing that she says didn’t come natural- z 
ly for her. “Back when I was in school, I 
noticed a lot of the male musicians 
would just get together and jam—they’d 
play each others’ instruments, even if 
they didn’t really know how to do it,” 
she remembers. “I don’t know if it’s a 
female thing or just my personality, but I 
could never take that risk, to put myself 
into that and see what came out 

“Now, not only do I now play instru- 
ments that I've never played before, but 
I feel confident that I can just create, 
and be okay with whatever comes out,” 
she continues, “It doesn’t have to be 
something that I've sat down and have 
all figured out on the piano. I'm realiz- 
ing that I'm never going to be at a lost 
for finding inspiration for music.” 

Being at ease with her creative 
process has helped her to avoid being 
pigeonholed by endless comparisons 
to other musicians, something that 
can help an artist early on but hinder 
them as they try to make a career for 
themselves. 

“The most conscious decision I've 
made lately is to try not to sound like 
anyone except myself,” she explains 
“Listening to my early demos, I swear 
to God I sounded like I just really want- 
ed to sound like Chantal Kreviazuk. | 
was doing things with my voice that 
weren't natural for me. What I really 
wanted to hear from myself on this 
album was a natural sound, something 
that sounded right for me.” vw 
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Idol finalist keeps some songs privai- 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

articipants on televised musical 
Pie shows—things like Amer- 

ican Idol and Nashvile Star— 
tend to get a bad rap because viewers 
see a version of the proceedings that 
has been edited for maximum edge- 
of-the-seat thrills, along with a good 
look at the panel of music industry 
“experts” that offers opinions on the 
quality of each performance and per- 
former. There's also that traditional 
look at the absolute worst perform- 
ances from the initial try-outas each 
season, leaving a generally bad taste 
in the mouth of anyone looking for 
genuine talent. Of course, that 
response doesn’t take into account 
the fact that, while the format of 
these shows might be somewhat con- 
straining when it comes to originality, 
it still takes a lot of hard work and— 
yes, it’s true—talent just to be able to 
adjust underneath the lights of not 
only the stage, but the television 
screen as well. 

Carly Rae Jepsen was one of the 
performers on the latest season of 
Canadian Idol—she made it all the 
way to the top three—and she learned 
quickly that a natural talent for 
singing was only part of what she 
would have to rely on as the season 
progressed. 

“Your own personal strength is put 
to the test as far as what you can 
handle as a person, because you're 
going to get bad comments and 
you're going to get good comments 
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and you're going to get [messages 
on] forums written about you,” she 
recalls over the phone from her hotel 
room in Toronto, where she’s a week 
and a half into her tour with Jaydee 
Bixby and Brian Melo, the other top 
three contestants. “What I learned 
was how strong I can be on my own, 
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regardless of the singing. It 

your own confidence ... it's i 

a lot more than just yourself 
former. I think you learn about yc 
self as a human being. It’s a hic 
learning curve.” 4 


WHILE IT MIGHT BE easy «: 


for a time and coast alone o 
popularity of the Idol series, Jepse; 
is very much aware of the temporary 
nature of that approach to a care: 
Fortunately for the 22-year-old 
she’s not a newcomer to mu 
having been writing songs since she 
first picked up the guitar at | 
while she admits that she hasn't 
progressed much beyond being abi: 
to work out some chords and show 
them to another musician 
determined to work at getting be 
ter, an attitude that was reinforced 
when Jon Bon Jovi took a guest turn 
on Canadian Idol 
“I've never been a huge ( 
fan,” she admits, adding, “But he car 
explain something to the other musi 
cians and just know exactly what he’s 
talking about. I'd like to be at thal 
level where I can communicate with 
other musicians and just fee! like | 
have a right to give an opinion 
Jepsen might still be perfecting he! 
technique on the guitar, bul she’s 
already showing some impress!’ 
maturity in her attitude as a 
writer. She's written plenty of s 
but she’s under no illusions tha 
word and melody that she writ 
sonic gold. There are a few songs he 
* she is proud of writing, but others thal 
she’s simply filed away with no int 
tions of returning to. : 
"The rest of them will probably Jus! 
fall by the wayside,” Jepsen exp!2!"s 
“They were just good ideas for the 
time and they had their purpose bul 
now they're just sort of done 
“You've got to know yoursell,” 
continues. “You have to be able to 
at yourself and be a little critical. I'™ 
happy that I wrote those so" 
because I know what they were abou! 
and at the time in my life that ! " ol 
them I needed to get them oul, °° 
was fine, but it’s like, ‘Do ! "© ed 
share these?’ Most times the ans* ers 
‘Um, no. Those were just for me v 
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she 


Jook 


ie inns to take the 
in a more inclusive 


AMIA is nonprofit organization 

| that helps incubate the careers of 
musicians, sound 

ers and industry types in the 
_AMIA has resources to 


distribution of made-in-Alberta 


music. 
Over the past couple of years, 
AMIA has seen an increase in its 
- funding which has allowed it to hire 
Jenson—who is well known as a 
singer to jazz fans across the 
province—as the executive direc- 
tor, along with some additional 
staff. As well, more programs are 
being offered. 
Jenson believes that AMIA‘’s role 
is all the more important in these 
tumultuous times in the music indus- 


try. 

“The changes we are seeing are 
astronomical,” says Jenson who, 
before her successful career as a 
jazz chanteuse, was part of the 
important Edmonton ‘70s rock act 
Jenson Interceptor. “It makes my 
head spin. It makes it difficult to 
schedule seminars.” 

Why? Thanks to the internet, new 
methods of promotion and distribu- 
tion are regularly being created and 

ited, and the industry i is always 


it all rosy. Jenson wor- 
ries that, with the loss of so many 


‘Managers to promot- 
0 sande have been victim- 


agers or band 
son. “A lot of 


MUSIC INDUSTRY 


sumer studies show that 30-some- 
things are still loyal to buying physical 
musical product, the jury is out on a 
generation of teens who are growing 
up with digital players. As Burwash 
notes, many young fans are being 
weaned on MP3 players and computer 


speakers, and have never listened ta 


music on vinyl or CD, and not ona 


great stereo system. 

“It'll be interesting when we get a 
new generation of kids who are used 
to the sound quality of MP3s,” he says 
“And they think that the sound of a 
compressed file is as good as it gets.” 


AND RADIOHEAD'S NEW SET is going 
to take packaging and choice a virtual 
step further. On Dec 11, EMI is releas~ 
ing the entire Radiohead back cata- 
logue in one box set. Buyers of the set 
have been promised access to exclu- 


sive online content. But EMI will also 
be releasing the entire box set on a 
USB stick in the shape of a bear, with 
all songs captured in CD-quality WAV 
files. And, the set will also be avail- 
able to be downloaded in 320 kbps 
mp3 files, which offer much better 
sound quality than the tracks for the 
band’s In Rainbows album, which has 
been available online for months. 
Miles Leonard, Managing Director 
of the Parlophone imprint, said in a 
release, “We are delighted to offer 


new and existing fans the chance to 
get Radiohead’s albums in a box set 
We are particularly excited about the 
USB stick, which gives fans an easy 
and portable way to carry the box set 
and provides another way of bridging 
the world between online and off- 
line content.” 

It will be interesting to see which 
format gets the most enthusiastic 
response, but personally, 
hold out for EMI to rel 
vinyl. vw 
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Bedouin Soundclash uses box store : 
to reach out to a wider audience 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


ot a lot of people could have 
predicted the success of 


Bedouin Soundclash, espe- 
cially cynical music industry types. 
The band’s brand of reggae-pop, crit- 
ics said, is not the kind of music that 
should be coming out of Kingston, 
Ontario. 

One thing that the critics didn’t 
count on was how much the trio’s— 
bassist Eon Sinclair, drummer Pat 
Pengelly and singer-guitarist Jay Mali- 
nowski—music would resonate with 


FA, DEC 7(@ PM) 
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Se | WITH MAT COSTA THESAINT AMI CARTEL 
a | STARLITE ROOM, $2780 


audiences all over. The other thing 
they didn’t allow for was the hard 
work and earnestness the band puts 
into what they do. 

Now touring with its third album 
(which, like Sounding a Mosaic, was 
recorded with Bad Brains’ Daryl 
Jenifer), Bedouin Soundclash has 
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avoided the post-hit jitte; 

Gospels is a natural progre 

the band, complete with 
melodies and sing-a-long lyri 
hit single, “Walls Fall Down 

While some ‘interviews wii 
band will have the member 
that the raging success of 
Mosaic—especially “When the 
Feels My Song,” which was 
used in a Zellers commercia | 
writing the followup a little stran 
Sinclair maintains that it all cam 
from within. 

“We apply a lot of pressure v 
ourselves—and not to create sone 
that are focused to the commercial 
audience, but songs that we feel ar 
new,” he says. “We put pressure 0 
ourselves to do something tha! 
feel is different enough, but that 
represents our individual \ 
That was the only real pressure t! 
we felt. 

“You do have some issues—yo! 
go to some places, like, ‘Oh m 
don’t know if people are going \ 
with us,’” he continues. “But we take 
comfort in knowing that the fan base 
that we've developed was there beiore 
and hopefully they'll stick with us." 


NOW, THERE WAS a time when a 
that allowed its music to be v 
commercials might be considered 
sellout, but things have change¢. 5I" 
clair is as pragmatic as he Is 
about this side of the busin¢ 
who could blame him? The ban: 
after all, cancel a Halifax show '° 
make room for a free gig open'"s 
Best Buy. 

“The way we see it is we “ 
make music for corporations 0! 
thing like that,” he explains. '' 
make music because we pee music 

and we love playing. We're sea! 

for something that’s soulful and u ‘ 
something that drives us in terms” 
our creative energy. Now if a Bes! 
or a Zellers—a corporation lik 
is interested in having us perfor™. " 
doesn’t change the integrity °! ue 
music or the reasons why we age It 
But what it does do is it gives "* 
platform to share it with people a 
that’s the biggest goal.” 
























after returning from 
kindergarten over in 
plays in the Anglers, a 
reggae-roots band. “I've decided to stick 
round in Canada for a while. | don't know 
how much longer I'll be in Edmonton, but 
fii definitely be here until next summer. I'm 
ing to take a little trip to Taiwan in the 
meantime, just to tour over there.” 

For now, though, Cook has returned to 
the city where he spent his high school 
and university years, arriving with a new 
album in tow. 

long Way to Wander is a far cry from 
his work with the Anglers—Cook refers to 
the group as a party band—taking a more 
introspective approach to the music, rein- 
ing the energy in and focusing on the 
lyrics. Surprisingly, though, the Anglers 
have played many of the songs on the 
record over the past few years. 

"They kind of got jacked up as time went 
on with the arrangements—they got loud- 
er and stuff,” Cook explains about the 
changes that his songs have gone through 
over time. “When we were recording this 
record we were just trying to go back to 
where the songs came from, because some 
of these songs are quite old already and all 
these songs were written on acoustic gui- 
tar, they were all conceived in that sort of 
frame of mind—-sitting around campfires, 
sitting by the river kind of thing. When we 
were doing this record, the producer that | 
worked with was good about reminding me 
to tone it done and not force it, to play it 
gently, because the songs are quite person- 
al songs.” 

The willingness to change a song up is 
not a new approach for Cook, though. 
Even within the Anglers he's tried out dif- 
ferent formats, adapting for each individ- 
ual situation. “We play with a lot of differ- 
ent people—even the membership of the 
Anglers, over time there's probably been 
10 different core members come through 
the band,” he says. “So playing with dif- 
ferent people, different formats, different 
places and stuff, always brings out some- 
thing different in the song. With this 
record we wanted the focus to be on the 
words, so that's why we stripped down 
the arrangements, but if we're playing live 
for a crowd in a concert setting, the 
dancers are always the first people on my 
mind,” 

Cook originally journeyed to Taiwan to 
teach and pay off some debt with the 
Money he made, but he was quickly 
Caught up in what he says is a very cre- 
ative and interesting music scene. 

“They don't see much financial suc- 
C&ss—you can't really stay on tour over 
there because it's a small island and you'd 
be done your tour in a week if you wanted to 
90 the whole way around,” he notes. “If you 
want to play jazz or well-known standards 
you can make a lot of money, but as far as 
for Original music, there's not really much of 
@ ple to grab at, so nobody's really fighting 
for a piece of it. So | found it a really great 
environment for playing in and just for the 
Creativity and for the possibilities to collabo- 
fate with other people. For the last couple of 
years, usually whenever we get up on stage 
We 'Ve got eight to 10 people up there, a hom 
Section and everything, just because there 








are all these players around and everybody's 
game to play on everybody else's thing.” 


The songwriter also says that the same 
sort of camaraderie exists in Edmonton, 
and he will be bringing plenty of guests 
out to perform with him at his upcoming 
CD release show. 

“Same in Edmonton, there's no talent 
scout out in the crowd who's going to dis- 
cover you, there's no real pie to fight for,’ 
he says. “| do find the scene here quite 
friendly and welcoming. People are really 
genuine, not too motivated by industry 
considerations.” w 
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recordsa&cds 


10443a - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www .listenrecords.net 


alive 2007 


Parts 6 & 7 10°+B00K 


[-|7§ 


deas: 
discwasher vinyl care kit | beirut: flying club cup LP/CD | burial: untrue LP/CD 
san francisco nuggets 4CD | mount eerie: parts 6 & 7 BOOK+10" | gift certificates 
art of the field recording 4CD BOX | posters | sigur ros: heima 2DVD 
magnolia electric co: sojoumer 4CD+DVD BOX | sigur ros: in a frozen sea 7LP BOX 
output records: i hate music 2CD+DVD BOX | new york noise BOOK | record bags 
Joy division: unknown pleasures/cioser/still 2CD/LP | t-shirts | magazines | & more 


There is more to Life, Love & Lies 
_than just Money Honey 


< oe i iis Jills ij 
peer ree re song of 2007 is just one of the great tracks 


youll find on the STATE OF SHOCK breakout album ‘Life, Love & Lies’ 


On sale now for just $999 at all HMV stores. 


music * DVD « videogames 
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NEW 
SOU 


LEVON HELM 
DIRT FARMER 
VANGUARD 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

Some 30 years down a well-traveled 
road, Levon Helm’s voice has been 
ravaged by both time and, more signif- 
icantly in recent years, cancer. But the 
man who in his youth sang so loudly 
about “The Night They Drove Old Dixie 
Down,” even then with a passion like 
that of an old man who has seen a life- 
time of pain, has worked hard to play 
and sing again after recovering from 
his illness. And on Dirt Farmer you 
would be hard-pressed to notice any 
weakness in his voice, not because 
there is none there, but because Helm 
taps into it, using it to his advantage as 
he fights his way through this collec- 
tion of songs, mostly drawn from the 
songbook of his youth on an Arkansas 
cotton farm. 

The record opens strong with 
Helm kicking up a tornado on a rag- 
ing “False Hearted Lover Blues,” fol- 
lowed by a rail against the tax man 
on “Poor Old Dirt Farmer.” There's 
much sadness to be found in the sit- 
uations depicted in these songs, but 
this is an album that is vibrant and 
full of life, in large part because 
Helm is well-aware that singing 
about hurt is often what helps a per- 
son through the hard-times and back 
towards the good ones. That’s cer- 
tainly true in Helm’s case over these 
last few years, and it shows on Dirt 
Farmer. 

While Helm’s name is on the cover, 
and it’s his voice that drives the 
record, he’s not alone here. The band 
is a tight one, with the musicians 
switching up instruments and some- 
times even sitting out for a song or 
two. The result is a feeling that this 
group is a collective, much like Helm’s 
old group the Band was. Singers 
come and go, sometimes within the 
same song, and it makes for a lively 
journey through Helm’s present by 
way of his past. If he can overcome 
his troubled times with music that 
sounds this good, it makes you wish 
that more people would sing rather 
than rant and rave. 


THE BARMITZVAH BROTHERS 
LET'S EXPRESS OUR MOTIVES 
WEEWERK 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
Something to put between your copies 
of Office Space and Dilbert and on your 
shelf of Palliative Care for Career 
Induced Misery. No, not 45 minutes of 
screaming, but a frothy concept album 
structured around odd jobs the Guelph 
quartet or its loved ones have held. 
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This familiarity lends the ditties intima- 
cy and what would be a novelistic qual- 
ity in more blown-out music, but in this 
aural setting it’s more like “tweemo’— 
dainty girl vocals over glitchy ukelele 
singing about a vintage wardrobe 
offending sister librarians; twangy-neb- 
bishy boy vocals over skeletal Northern 
Soul singing about checking traffic 
lights. Mixed results, but genuine 
moments of surprise, like “Book- 
binder,” which sounds like a not half- 
bad song or job. 


SARA BERG 
WHEN | WAS A YOUNG CHILD | USED TO 
7 ne FROM PLAYING WITH 


5 
GAY MONKEY 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 

In the depths of Sara Berg’s second 
album of spare emo electronica, 
there are moments of magic. “I Had 
to Trace” and “Call Me From Below” 
are fully realized gems, but | can’t 
seem to shake the feeling that 
somehow things on most of the 
moody tracks don’t quite line up. 
With “This Can't Be Desire,” for 
example, it’s like Berg’s vocals were 
meant for a different backbeat, 
while the spareness of many of the 
tracks gives this weird sense of 
incompleteness, like she recorded 
the outline but forgot to colour it in. 
There's simply too much of this to 
sift through to make the few stand- 
outs worth the effort. 


ILIKETRAINS 

ELEGIES TO LESSONS LEARNT 

BEGGARS BANQUET 

CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 

This album is the antithesis to pop—of 
all kinds. This album does not 
demand that you stand up and take 
notice. Rather, this album asks you to 
sit down with it for a while so that it 
can cry its melancholy onto your 
shoulder. It’s a lyrical history lesson ... 
and none of the fun bits of history; 
there are political assassinations and 
witch hunts, plague and partition. 
Guitars distortedly swell and shim- 
mer; drums pound slowly, all nostalgi- 
cally, but the quiets to builds to quiets 
again can get a bit monotonous. A 
solid album, nonetheless. 


CITAY 
LITTLE KINGDOM 
SONG UNYON 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
Several records from the past year 
have worrisomely pointed to the hip- 
ster obsession with prog and garage 
jam stuff giving way to freeform 





improv and jazz-addled fys), 
Francisco's experimental en; 
Citay would add to those fea; 
for the group’s ultimate Proficic; 
and craftsmanship. The album 
reflects the interiority of these lu 
and sprawling songs, immersive ja 
ly drones laced with fuzzy Psychec 
and sparing, buried vocals. The |y<- 
gic haziness occasionally lingers tc 
long and the noodling is too aim) 
for those who like sharp, sino; 
sonic boundaries, but if you're « 
ing a soundtrack to a bong party 
Kingdom is perfect for re 
moments between rousing cons, 
theory discussions. 


Y 


THE CREAKING TREE STRING aUanrs 
THE SOUNDTRACK pet 
INDEPENDENT 


LEWIS KELLY / lewis@vueweekly.com 

When listening to The Soundtrack 
third record from the Creaking Tr: 
String Quartet, the word thai firs: 
springs to mind is “rich.” With a violin 
guitar, mandolin, acoustic bass ar 
phenomenal amounts of both talent 
and discretion, the Quartet weaves 
rich, organic and diverse sound 
scapes. While each member of the 
group is more than capable of goin 
all Eddie Van Halen and rippin 
vicious sixteenth-note runs, they 2 
all have the good sense to realiz 
music takes more than technica | 
This is a record for Sunday momings 
when the world is relaxed and full 
possibility. The Soundtrack is a lot 
fun to listen to. 














JAY-Z 
AMERICAN GANGSTER 
ROC-A-FELLA 


LEWIS KELLY / lewis@vueweekly.com 

Not since Michael Jordan has anyone 
had as much trouble retiring 4s 
Shawn Carter, aka Jay-Z. Though hc 
ostensibly left for the pasture in the 
winter of 2003, he can't seem to stop 
making music—see 2006's Kin 
Come or the recently-released Ame! 
can Gangster, which was inspitec ' 
the Ridley Scott film of the sam 
name. While the presentation o! 
Gangster is a little different from typ! 
cal Jay in that the beats have a distinct 
retro feel to them, this is still a typical 
Jay-Z record, with all that that eae 
production values through the ech 
free-flowing and infectious rhymes 
and, of course, egoistic chest thump- 
ing. Better than Kingdom Come, el a 
good as Blueprint or Black tl 
American Gangster is about pat 1or "" 
course for Carter. Hardcore fans bh 
find a lot to like; more casual fans ca" 
safely take a pass. 











Silly Alanis, the Hall of 
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/ caralyn@vueweekly.com 
‘came music sounds like it would be so 
‘much fun to create, even if the lyrics 

memories. No Barbers 
'S of honky tonk is not 
the music of pained artistes. Tracks 
like "Too Rowdy For Your Crowd” and 
» pon’t Need You No More” are fast- 
paced country romps to boogie your 
piues away. And the ballads, like “One 
silent Tear,” are perfect accompani- 
ments to beer swillin’ while you cry on 
your dog's shoulder—if he hasn’t run 
away. Hailing from Montréal, this six- 
piece tips its hat to the likes of Hank 
Williams without being derivative and 
translates the passiorr of its stage show 
into a top-notch heartfelt record. 


mi ACOUSTIC ALBUM 
i 


s0EN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

For Izzy Stradlin’s second iTunes- 
only release, he offers up an album 
that, as the somewhat cheesy title 
points out, is acoustic through and 
through. Stradlin and his band work 
their way through a set of laidback 
tunes that have the energy ofa 
backporch jam, with Stradlin holding 
the rhythm down loosely and lead 
guitarist Rick Richards spreading 
plenty of grimy slide guitar all over 
the tunes. Considering the all- 
acousti¢ approach, there’s a good 
amount of variety in the sounds 
here: “Seems to Me” rolls like a 
throwback to the pop sounds of the 
early ‘60s, but with Stradlin’s raspy 
voice and ragged strumming dirtying 
it up considerably; “I Don’t Mind” 
tumbles like an old blues tune 
straight out of the ‘50s, with guitars 
sliding and drums rattling; and “Box” 
slows things down with some 
descending chords, some barely har- 
monized vocals and plenty of guitar 
interplay. Fire sounds like an after- 
noon of jamming, writing and 
recording, and it’s the best, most 
well-rounded album that Stradlin’s 
put out in years. 


THLE 
TELE 
tM 


JEREMY DERKSEN / jeremy @vueweekly.com 

The postmod architectural sketch on 
the cover of Tele’s self-titled release 
Suggests avant-indie rock. Instead, 
the packaging belies the album's 
slick production and the barely 
veiled mainstream influence of Cold- 
pay U2 and, strangely, Bon Jovi. 
While there are some promising 
Moments of creative emo anarchy, 
Tele is more talented than original, 
“reating rock anthems that would be 
Bul {00 cosy ona Grey’s Anatomy 
Soundtrack, If the group can shake 
the college rock affectation and find 
* Producer who will sharpen its bite 
father than soften it, Tele could 
ature into a good band. If not, the 
?and is destined for the rusty scrap 
‘cap of Canrock filler. 


Fame ts for 
zm | ENTER SANDOR 


STEVEN SANDOR : 
= | steven@weweekly.com - 


Last week, the folks behind Canadian 
Music Week, the annual music festi- 
val and conference that brings togeth- 
er industry types from all across the 
country, sent out notice that Alanis 
Morissette, will be inducted into the 
Canadian Music Industry Hall of Fame 
and presented with a lifetime achieve- 
ment award on Mar 7, 2008—smack 
dab in the middle of the next festival. 

The Canadian Music Industry Hall of 
Fame shouldn't be confused with the 
Canadian Music Hall of Fame, which is 
selected by the Canadian Academy of 
Recording Arts and Sciences since 
1978. Super-producer Bob Rock, the 
man who gave Metallica its boogie 
sound, is the latest entry into that Hall. 

Okay, back to the Music Industry 
Hall (am | confusing you yet?). Now, 
there's no doubt that Morissette’s 
“Jagged Little Pill” is one of the most 
important Canadian albums to ever 
be released—and she has won 12 
Junos—so, | am not going to ques- 
tion her credentials for the Hall. But | 
am cynical of a process in which the 
industry basically hands out a Hall of 
Fame spot each and every year in 
order to bring more hype to a festival. 
Example? Morissette will be doing a 
“celebrity interview,” which is aimed 
at bringing in more press and inter- 
est, as part of her visit to CMW. 


QUICK SPINS 


= 

= 

a | WHITEY avn TB PLAYER 
=H | wickspins@vweweekly.com 


PITTSBURGH SLIM 
TASTEMAKER 
UNIVERSAL 

White guy rappin’ ‘bout 


Caddys and tight vaginers ... 
But neither his own 


TIME MACHINE THE BEST OF SHACK 
SOUR MASH 


90's Brit stalwarts 
Get a pat on the back, and 
Stalwart remover 


CO FOUR 
ne BY THE PET SHOP BOYS 


With Rammstein involved 
Everybody wins!! And uh ... 
By wins, | mean laughs 


NWRIGHT 
HUFUS DOES JUDY AT CARNEGIE 
HALL DISC 1 


GEFFEN 

Must resist “gay” joke! ... 
But, like a priapism 

{t's really quite hard 


legends 


Does this Hall need to induct peo- 
ple each and every year? It's easy to 
make a comparison to the Hockey Hall 
of Fame. Unlike baseball or football, 
there's a perception that hockey’s hall 
is too easy with its admission policies. 
For some reason, each and every 
November, the Hal! makes sure to 
admit a large group of players. There's 
room for players who were simply very 
good to make the Hall, when it should 
only be open for excellence. Bernie 
Federko is an example of a “very 
good” player who got in simply 
because he became eligible when 
there was a dearth of legendary play- 
ers who were available for nomination 
in 2002. 

Compare that to baseball, which has 
strict nomination requirements—Mark 
McGwire, one of the greatest home-run 
hitters ever, can't get a sniff because 
voters have come down on any players 
who stink of performance-enhancing 
drugs (proven or not). Voters feel that 
baseballs hall is a hallowed place, and 
only the truest of legends belong. 

So, with inductions each and every 
year, | worry that this Canadian Music 
Industry Hall of Fame is in danger of 
becoming more like a Hockey Hall and 
not at all like Cooperstown. | don’t 
care whether its sports, music or sci- 
ence. A Hall of Fame should be a 
place for legends. Being a star should- 
n't be enough. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


RUFUS WAINWRIGHT 
RUFUS DOES JUDY AT CARNEGIE 
HALL DISC 2 


Gayer than a sailor 
Taped to a biker taped to 
A hipster moustache 


LED ZEPPELIN 

THE SONG REMAINS THE SAME 
ATLANTIC 

A band so great live 


You forget dude is singing 
About Elves ‘n’ shit 


TOO pail 
i FF THE STAGE 

Guy is, like, Sixty 

Still gets more stray pussy than 
The SPCA 


OS MUTANTES 

MUTANTES LIVE—BARBICAN 
THEATRE, LONDON, 2006 
LUKABOP 

Reformed & revered 


| can’t get enough of these 
Err ... Brazilian nuts 


aP 
THE ASCENSION 
KotH 


Goth girls in grade 8 
Will eat this shit up! And then, 
Hopefully, PURGE! PURGE! 


BilgGERocke 
TUEesel 


Grasshopper, Traditional or 


*New* Espresso Stout! Sa.73 


Tuesday December 11 


Urge Il Tattoo 
Gift Certificate Giveaway! 


Enter to win gift certificates from Urge Tattoo 


Grand prize winner will receive vouchers 
for 3 hours of tattooing. 


Secondary prize winner will receive a voucher 
for 1 hour of tattooing. 


Sponsored by 


** You must be present to win. Draw at midnight.** 


“THAT | CRY 71 OME OF YEE MOTT PROLITYC AND ENtANELY CERIUS MUTICLLRS WE VE 
a ry 


Re 


‘Sonn Tener. 
EXD A REPUTATION FOS TUETERG purt, 


cTIOW LIVE Smt = 
TEA CLAT? ACY ALL THE WAY.” M.S. - CALIFORMA PEST 


THAT 1 GUY 
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DEADLINE S FRIDAY AT 3 Pa 





ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE FOR NON-PROAT 
ORGANIZATIONS Edmonton Public Library, 
Whitemud Crossing Branch, 4211-106 St © Full 
_ details and registration online at www.cassfraser.ca 
~ © Tue, Dec. 11 (1-Spm) © Free 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL EDMONTON Various 
venues (452-1871) © Write for Rights!: A global 
write-2-thon to make a difference for human rights at 
Second Cup, 11802 Jasper Ave (1 1am-3pm), Second 
Cup, 12336-102 Ave (11am-3pm), Steps, 11116-82 
Ave (1-Spm), . Dayspring Presbyterian Church, 11445- 
40 Ave (11am-noon), St George's Anglican Church, 
11733-87 Ave (after services), Southminster- 
Steinhauer United Church, 10740-19 Ave (after servic- 
es), Knox-Metropolitan United Church, 9307-109 St 
(11am-12.30pm) © Sun, Dec. 9 


ARTS OUTREACH BIG BANDS MacEwan's Centre 
for the Arts (497-4303) * For musicians of all levels to 
play @ variety of music © Tue or Wed (7:30-9:30pm) 


AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside 
Presbyterian Church basement, N. door, § Bemard Dr, 
Bishop St, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert © For 
adult children of alcoholic and dysfunctional families 
* Meet each Mon including holidays (7:30pm) 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 1 1205- 
101 St (279-1999) ¢ Basketball; Mon {5-7pm) © 
Healing Circle; Mon (6-8pm) * Boxing: Mon/Thu (7- 
Spm), Tue (5-7pm) © Volleyball; Tue (6-8pm) « 
Sewing Circle; Tue (6-8pm) * Beadwork Class; Wed 
(6-8pm) * C.N.EC. Pow-wow; Wed (6-9pm) © Hip- 
Hop Class: every Thu (5-7pm) © Cree Class: Thu (6- 
8pm) * Elders and Residency; Fri (all day) ¢ Safe 
Using and Harm Reduction; iast Fri each month 
{1lam-12pm) * Tobacco Reduction; every Fri (1-2pm) 
* Drop-in Night; Fri (6-8pm) 


CLIMATE FUNERAL AND RALLY From Canada 
Place to the Alberta Legislature (430-9202) ¢ Wear 
black to this procession * Dec. 8 (11am) 


THE EDMONTON NATURE CLUB Royal Alberta 
Museum * Monthly meeting, presentations The Birds 
of Christmas and Hangin’ out with Hawk Owls by 
Gerald Romanchuk © Fri, Dec. 14 (7:30pm) 


FINDING A HOME IN THE GLOBAL 
ECONOMY-TEMPORARY FOREIGN WORKERS 
IN ALBERTA U of A campus, Education North 2-115 
(492-0288) * A one-day symposium on the topic of 
Temporary Foreign Workers * Dec. 6 (Sam-3:30pm) 
* $10 (door), lunch provided 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale 
School, 6415-106 St (469-9776/452-6224) 
waww..imagesab.ca * Meets the 2nd and 4th Thu 
(8pm) each month featuring presentations, speakers, 
workshops, outings. Photographers of all levels are 
welcome 


LUNCH BY THE BOOKS: CHILDREN AND THE 
WORLD WIDE WEB Stanley A. Milner Library, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq * Connie Varnhagen will dis- 
cuss the latest research on children's use of the Web 
and the tools and training being developed to help 
children stay safe * Dee. 6 (12-1pm) © Free 


‘COOKING-MACROBIOTICS Planet Organic 

17 Calgary Trail South # Learn about 
with Connie Dekramer ¢ Wed. Dec. 12 
(6:30-8pm) © $10 
DE-ALCOHOLIZED WINE AND CHEESE TASTING 
Organic Market, 7917 Calgary Trail South « 
de-alcoholized wine and fresh, all nat- 
eeses with Don Marshall © Fri, 
14 (3:30-7:30pm) © $10 


EDMONTON NATURE CLUB Royal Alberta 

NV ng including The Birds of 
nd Hangin’ out with Hawk Owls photos 
d stories presented by Gerald Romanchuk © Fri, 
Dec. 14 (7:30pm) 

HORSE DRAWN WAGON RIDES The Marketplace 
~~ Callingwood, 69 Ave, 178 St ¢ Every Sat through 
ng-along with carolers Dec. 15 
3pm) © Free 


MEDITATION ¢ Gaden Samten Ling Tibetan 

Buddhist Meditation Society: 11403-101 St, 

w enling.org (479-0014) by Kushok 

beginner Tue (7pm); intermedi- 
7pm); advanced Sun (11am-1pm) « 

Brehme Kumaris World Spiritual Organization, 


208-10132-105 St (425-1050) www.bkwsu.org; Raja 
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Edmonton offers support groups and workshops for 


parents at various city locations ~ 
PUBLIC INTEREST ALBERTA ATA Bldg, Bamett 
House, Auditorium Foyer, 11010-142 St ¢ Holiday 
Season Open House © Fri, Dec. 7 (4:30-6:30pm) « 
Free, pre-register at 420-0471 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM: CELEBRATING 40 
YEARS www RoyalAlbertaMuseum.ca * Open 
house: Dec. 7-8(10am-4pm) * Screeninas of Night 
at the Museum in the Museum Theatre; Dec. 8 
{11:30am and 2pm) * Snowshoe tours: Dec. 8-9 (1- 
3pm) * Aboriginal celebrations: Dec, 8-9 (11:30am- 
3:30pm) * Dec. 6 (7-Spm) * Free 

‘SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (496-5930) « 
For women who are experiencing chaos as a result 
of a life crisis and who feel isolated * Group meets 
each week 


SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVIE NIGHT Unitarian Church 
of Edmonton, Main Hall, 10804-119 St © 4th Fri each 
month * $5 donations; pay-what-you-can at the door 


THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY Steeps Tea Lounge, 
11116-82 Ave (988-8105) * Documentary Blowin’ in 
the Wind; Tue, Dec. 11 (7pm) ¢ Documentary China 
Blue; Tue, Dec. 18 (7pm) * Free 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS © ‘N'orators: 
Londonderry Public Library, Londonderry Mall, lower 
meeting room, 137 Ave, 66 St (476-6963); Wed (7- 
8:45pm) * Chamber Toastmasters Club: Chamber 
of Commerce, 600, 9990 Jasper Ave (459-5206); Thu 
(6pm) © MacEwan: Grant MacEwan College, Rm 5- 
238, 10700-104 Ave (633-3921); Fri (noon-1pm) © 
Pursuers: Best Western Cedar Park Inn, 5116 
Gateway Boulevard (457-0808); Wed (7-9pm) « 
Chanticleer Toastmasters: Kingsway Rm, Millard 
Health Building, 131 Airport Rd (498-4608/474-1138) 
Thu (7-8:30am) © Norwood Toastmasters-New 
location: Royal Canadian Legion, Kingsway Branch 
10425 Kingsway Ave (456-3934) Thu 8-10pm) « 
Upward Bound Toastmasters Club: Norquest 
College, Rm 601, 10215-108 St (454-3720); every 
Wed (7-8:45pm) 


TOURETTE SYNDROME Academy of King Edward, 

8525-101 St, North door (1-866-824-9764) © Support 
meetings for TS adults and parents of TS kids ® ist 
Wed; Oct-June (7pm) 


UN HUMAN RIGHTS DAY WRITE-A-THON 
Steeps Tea Lounge, 11116-82 Ave * Amnesty 
International (Edmonton), Earth General Store and 
Steeps write-a-thon * Sun, Dec. 9 


WHAT A WAY TO GO: LIFE AT THE END OF 
EMPIRE Naked Cyber Café, 10354 Jasper Ave (434- 
9236) © Documentary followed by Made-in-Alberta 
environmental shorts including commentary by Dr. 
David Schindler, animations by Mark Fiore, and dis- 
cussion * Sat, Dec. 8 (8pm) © $8 (donation) 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market ¢ Silent vigil the 1st and 3rd Sat 
(10-11am) each month, stand in silence for a world 
without violence 


THE WORD MADE MUSIC/MUSIC FOR ADVENT 
AND CHRISTMAS Star of the North Retreat Centre, 
3A St. Vital Ave (459-5511) © Musical works as com- 
mentary on the life of Christ, God-with-us, drawing 
from expressions of faith to be found in recorded 
music, O Emmanuel, Della Dennis (facilitator) * Tue, 
Dec. 11 (7pm) * $19 (advi/$25 (door), pre-register 


YEP SPEAKER SERIES-WIND POWER Jekyll and 
Hyde Pub, 10610-100 Ave, www.bullfrogpower.com * 
A presentation of the Edmonton Chapter of Young 
Environmental Professionals Canada featuring speak- 
er Theresa Howland, of Bullfrog's Power (power that 
comes from locally generated wind power and low- 
impact water power) * Wed, Dec. 12 (5pm) © Free 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Red Deer 
(403-347-6073) Affirm welcome LGBTQ people and 
their friends, family, and allies, meet at Sunnybrook 
United Church the 2nd Tue (7pm) each month 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, 
sexual, gender differences in education and culture 
focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
{andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton * 
Social group for bi-curious and bisexual women * 
2nd Thu (7:30pm) each month 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) « 
Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows 
Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) 
* Open nightly $pm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun: 
Rotating drag shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity 
Fair in The Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and 
Donnatella NE1 in The GoDonna Show, DJ 
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WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy 
* Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 

Wed: Hump day with DJ Sexxy Sean ® Thu: 
underwear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no 
cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for men only, 
free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 
Jasper Ave (482-7960) * Open 24/7 © www.gayed- 
monton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT © A mature social 
group, couples and singles welcome * E-mail edmon- 
tonmusicnight@hotmail.com for more info 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton, 10804-119 St * A group of 
older gay men and their admirers who have common 
social interests meet the 2nd Sun (2:30pm) of most 
months for a social period, a short meeting and a 
guest speaker, discussion panel or a potluck supper. 
Special interest groups meet for other social activi- 
ties throughout the month. email 
edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, 

Www. primetimersww.org/edmonton 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIA- 
TION www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after busi- 
ness mixer: Network and share contacts in the GLBT 
business community * 2nd Wed each month 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamed- 
monton.ca * Women’s Drop-In Recreational 
Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 10227-118 St (465- 
3620); Wed (6-7:30pm) * Ballroom dancing; all gen- 
ders; ballroom@teamedmonton.ca ® Bootcamp; St. 
Alphonsus, 11624-81 St; Mon (7-8pm); 
bootcamp@teamedmonton.ca * Bowling: Gateway 
Lanes, 100 3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat (5-7pm); bowl- 
ing@teamedmonton.ca © Curling with Pride: Granite 
Curling Club, 8620-107 St; Mon (7:15pm) until Mar. 
17, 2008; curling@teamedmonton.ca * Outdoor 
Pursuits: Ski/Snowboard Trip to Banff and Lake 
Louise; Jan. 25-27; outdoorpursuits@teamedmon- 
ton.ca * Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; running@teamed- 
monton.ca * Swimming: NAIT pool, 11762-106 St; 
Tue (8-Spm), Thu (7:30-8:30pm); swimming@teamed- 
monton.ca * Volleyball: 101 Amiskiwacy Academy, 
Municipal Airport Terminal just off Kingsway; Wed 
recreational (8-10pm); recvolleyball@teamedmon- 
ton.ca; Thu Intermediate; volleyball@teamedmon- 
ton.ca ¢ YOGA (Hatha): Free Lion's Breath Yoga; 
every Sun (2-3:30pm); yoqa@teamedmonton.ca 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 
11456 Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact7@hived- 
monton.com * Programs and support services for 
people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and relat- 
ed illnesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, 
harm reduction; education, advocacy and public 
awareness Campaigns 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 10345-104 St 
(387-3343) ¢ Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and 
supporters meet the 2nd Thu of each month (8pm); 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identi- 
fied and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, 
academic, straight allies and support staff © 3rd Thu 
each month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmliv- 
ingpositive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * 
Providing confidential peer support to people living 
with HIV ® Tue (7-9pm): Support group © Daily drop- 
in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. 
Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 
(490-7332) © Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, 
treatment and harm reduction in French, English and 
other African languages © 3rd and 4th Sat (9am- 
5pm) each month © Free (member)/$10 (membership) 
© Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm © Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices 
Every Tue, Thu 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave * Support meet- 
ing for parents, families and friends of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgendered people * 1st Tue (7pm) 
each month # Information phone Ruby at 436-1998 
after 6pm, or edmontonab@pflagcanada.ca 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave 
(488-3234) ¢ Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm 
* Youth theatre project is developing a play to edu- 
cate about and reduce homophobic bullying. It’s a way 
for GLBTO and straight identified youth to address the 
problem; no previous theatre experience needed. 
Meetings: Wed (7pm) at the Pride Centre, contact 
Emily (Emily@pridecentreofedmonton.org, 488-3234) 
for info * Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: last Sun 
each month (1-5pm, TV room) # Trans 
Education/Support Group; Support and education for 
transsexual, transgendered, intersexed, two-spirited 


EVENTS 


and questioning individuals; 1st. 3rd, last Su ) 
each month with Cody * Sunday NM 
Discussion Group: Mens social and discussion group; 
Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at robwells780@hotmail.com « 
Friends and Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun (24pm) each 
month with Noelle, friendsandfamilyplaygroup- 
‘owner@yahoogroups.ca * Monday Movie Night: 
Movie nights with themed movies and discussion 
afterwards; Mon # TTIQ Alliance; Support meeting for 
transgender, transsexual, intersex and questioning 
2nd Tue each month; ttiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718- 
1412 © GLBT Seniors Drop-In: Thu (2-4pm) with Jeff 
Bovee, 488-3234 © Sick and tired of being sick and 
tired? Cocaine Anonymous meeting; Thu 78pm; CA 
Hotline 425-2715 © HIV Outreach: Drop-in circle 
every other Thu (7pm) * Youth Understanding Youth: 
Youth support and social group; Sat (7-9pm); 

jaW.ca; WWw.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up 
and Show Up-Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book Study; 
Sat (12-1); suitupshowup@hotmail.com * NDP LGBT 
Caucus: last Sun each month with Jay, 488-3234 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) « Open Thu, 
Sun Bpm-3am; Fri Sat Bpm-4am; closed Mon, Tue, 
Wed © Thu: Thursdays are Gorgeous with Hostess 
Hootie McBoob, featuring Drag Kings and Queens, 
burlesque and amateur strip the last Thu each month 
® Fri: All Request Dance Party with DJ Jazzy rotat- 
ing shows every week * Sat: Always like New 
Years Eve! with DJ Dan (retro) downstairs and DJ 
Jazzy (new music) upstairs Sun: Flashback 
Sundays: Featuring hostesses Miss Bianca and 
Vanity Fair, rotating guests, Free pool all night long; 
$3 cover * Weekends: $4 (members)/$6 (non-mem- 
ber)/Sun $2 cover 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave (436- 
1555) * People of all sexual orientations are wel- 
come. Sunday worship at 10am 


SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS © A woman's social 
group gathers once a month on Sat for conversation 
Over tea and coffee * Information e-mail: single- 
women40plus@hotmail.com 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) © 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOMONSPACE (780-482-1794) © A non-profit les- 
bian organization, organized activities held monthly 
including licenced non-smoking dances, coffee hous- 
es, family events, games nights, golf tournaments 
and more * www.gaycanada.com/womonspace, e- 
mail: womonspace@gmail.com 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open 
Daily (noon) * Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and 
Patrick * Sat-Sun Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


ABORIGINAL ARTISTS’ NIGHT OF MUSIC Eva 0. 
Howard Theatre, Victoria School, 10210-108 Ave 
(420-1757) * Featuring Winston Wuttunee (MC), 
Laura Vinson, WT Goodspirit (singer, songwriter), 
Akina Shirt, Cory Poitras, The Goodtimers (band), and 
the Edmonton Metis Dancers © Sat, Dec. 8 (7pm) 
doors 6pm * $20 at TIX on the Square 


BRIGHT LIGHTS—SPIRIT OF GIVING FUNDRAIS- 
ER 112 Ave, 65 St, www.ihuman.org © Silent auc- 
tion to raise awareness and funds for iHuman 
Edmonton * Until Dec. 15 


CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT 2007 Roxy Theatre, 
10708-124 St © Brass Monkey Productions presents 
a musical version of Dicken’s Christmas Carol © Dec. 
14-22 (8pm); Dec. 16 (2pm); no shows Dec. 17-18 ¢ 
$27 (early bird)/$30 (Dec. adv)/$35 (door) 


CHRISTMAS CRAFT SALE King’s University 
College, 9125-50 St © Arts and crafts © Sat, Dec. 8 
(10am-3pm) * $2; free for children 


A CHRISTMAS PAST Rutherford House (427-1787) 
© Christmas carolers, cookies, crafts and apple 
cider * Sun, Dec. 9, Dec. 16 (noon-4pm) © $5 
(adult)/$15 (family)/$4 (senior/youth7-17)/free (child 
under 6) 


DANCE MOVES City Hall, Main Foyer (434-4386) © 
Open house, free class of Dance Moves ® Dec. 17 
{7-9:30pm) * Admission is food item for the Food 
Bank 


ETS CHRISTMAS LIGHT TOURS Departs 
Southside City Hall, 102A Ave @ Tour Bright Lights, 
Candy Cane Lane, and the Legislative grounds © 
Dec. 13-20 (3 departures: 6pm, 6:15pm and’6:30pm) 
© $3 


GREEN CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISER Earth's 
General Store, Steeps Tea College Plaza, Nokomis, 
Acquired Taste Tea Co, Steeps Glenora 124 St, 
Remedy Café, Roots Organic Marget, Blackbyrd 
Myoozik, Sports Bras Etc, Robes and Relics, Gnuda 
Boutique (439-1160) * Sierra Club of Canada, Prairie 
Chapter, businesses to donate 6% of their revenues 
to their Climate Change campaign © Sat, Dec. 8 * 
www.sierraclub.ca/prairie 


MINKHA WOMEN'S KNITTING COOPERATIVE 
OF BOLIVIA Windsor Park Community Hall, 11840- 
87 Ave (436-5732) www.minkhasweaters.com * 
Handknit Alpaca sweater sale and open house * 
Sat, Dec. 8 (9am-4pm) 
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SANTA'S KIDZ Myor Horowitz Thastra ia:, .. 
® A one-night-only benefit concert in a _ 
Make A Wish Foundation and the Biscc 
Performers, include Wish Kids, hiphop er 
fecording artists, and dance « Dec. 15 « '$ 
(adult)/$15 {youth 12 and under) at Tickets; 
SANTA STOMP SWING DANCE 0)... 
1035-84 Ave (604-7572) © Swing dansnc 
activities, and more * Dec. 15 (8pm-1am, 
swing lesson: 8-Spm; dance: 9pm-lam) » «-, 
ceeds go to Santa's Anonymous ee 


SNOWBALL ENVY New City Suburbs, ings 














members of Edmonton's fetish Community © 

Dec. 14 (8pm door) * $15 (ady, 159 only)/$2 
advance tickets available at TIX on the Squa 

City Suburbs, Megatunes ‘ 
STUART McLEAN-A VINYL CAFE C 
Jubilee Auditorium * Stuart en P 
Café © Sun, Dec. 9 (3pm and 7 30pm) © gs 
$47.50 at TicketMaster 

TEA AND TALES Rutherford House. 1; 15) 
Saskatchewan Dr (422-2697) « Storyteller May 
Russell returns for an ®vening of charming ta 
delicious tea and sweets, for the Christma 
* Tue, Dec. 11 (7pm) © $14/$12 mem 
include entry for a door prize 

TOM JACKSON: SINGING FOR SUPPER 
McDougall United Church * Tue, Deo. 11 (Gam) 
WOW-WIRED ON WORDS... 3 Bananas 05 
Churchill Sq * Come and write your way into sel. 
covery with this monthly eclectic creative \ 
group * Sun, Dec. 9(11am-1:30pm) © $10 (don 
tion), info at feelgoodbewellin2007@gmail com 


KARAOKE 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continents in 
Plain Rd (484-7751) * Wed (8pm-12am}; Thu 
(9:30pm-1:30am): with Right Said Ed 
BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St Alber « 
Wed/Fri: Karaoke with Shelly 
CASTLEDOWN’S PUB 16753-100 St © Tue (9p1 
Yam): with Off-Key Entertainment 
CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledown: ru 
(472-7696) © Thu (10:30pm) * Wed: Name thar 
Tune 
GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Tue 
(9:30pm): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1159) © F), 
Karaoke with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 
HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) © fF: 
(8pm-midnight): Hot Karaoke Productions 
UONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace \nn, 4440 Gatewa 
Blvd (431-5815) © Sun (8pm): With Evolution 
Entertainment 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) 
© Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) © Fri (Som 
late); Karaoke with Chris 
MOJO’S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewai 
(998-7888) © Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound 
Productions 
NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Thu 
Karaoke 
WNIKITA'S 10162-1004 St (414-0606) * Karaoke Tuc 
and Thu (7pm-12am) with Shelley 
O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-5155) 
® Thu (Spm): Name that Tune 
ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-476”) 
Karaoke Mon (9:30pm): with Wil Clark and Mr 
Entertainment ® Thu (9pm): Salsa Rocks 
ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) ° 
Wed/Thu/Sun (9:30pm-2am): with TLC Enterta 
OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 5401-1 
(988-5457) © Sat (9pm): Karaoke hosted by Jenny 
Joy 
PEPPERS Westmount Centre, 114 St. 113 Ave (451 
8022) © Thu (9:30pm-1:30am) with Gord from 
Stonerock 
ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longs! 
running Karaoke bar, 7 days a week 
ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown 10604 f 
101 St (423-3499) * Mon-Sat (Spm); Sun aha 
Ruth © Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600), ! 
(9:30pm) © Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave a 
7211); Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St. 63 * - 
Thu-Sat (Spm-1am): with Off-Key Entertainer 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING 
DISCO 13710-104 St(472-6336) * Tue, Fri-Sat 
(7pm-midnight); Sat-Sun (1-Spm) 
YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camegie Dr, St. Albe! 
0295) * Thu (9:30pm-2am): with Off Key 
Entertainment 
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at Michael's idea was 
beeome a reality. By 
rolled around, neon 
for help in planning 
queer arts festival.” 
program was released 
clear that the event 
ing for everyone, no 


able ta hit every listing, 
ice to attended a num- 
| won't soon forget. 
Tuming sweet sixteen was the Loud & 
lueer Cabaret, held this year at the 
ransAlta Art Barns, nicknamed the T’Art 
arns for the show. The two-night 
abaret is a delight for all kinds of peo- 
ble, my parents enjoying it as much as my 
girlfriend and myself. As usual, Kristy 





=| fli ASTROLOGY 
= | HUB BREZSWY 

freewill@vueweekly.com 

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 18) 


This would be an excellent time for you to 
visit terminally ill patients in a hospice or go 
on a tour of a maximum security prison. To 
take maximum advantage of the current 
Cosmic opportunities, you might also travel 
to the Slum Theme Park in Americus, Geor- 
gia, where Habitat for Humanity has built 
replicas of the leaky-roofed, earthen- 
floored, bug-infested huts that so many mil- 
lions of the world's poor call home. In other 
words, Aries ‘ommend that you give 
yourself firsthand exposure to people 
Whose problems are much more demanding 
jan yours. To do so at this juncture in your 
li FS ne would provide a helpful shock 
that would inspire you to conquer the per- 
‘onal challenge you find most daunting. 


AURIS (APR 20 
e the solstice 
Up a Vortex of novelty in your 

Jepths. Among the sparkly surprises 
wirling around down there will be some 
Shimmering intuitions about your life in 
008. So stay on high alert, Taurus. Snag 

‘Nery one of those prophetic glimpses. 
Nere are question to focus your atten- 
Oe ! erests are gestating 
ithin you? How is life asking you to 


hodify your ideas about who you are? 


What do you suspect will be your best 
ee creations inthe coming yee? 


‘love how electrifyingly your intelligence 


HON: 


Harcourt and Darrin Hagen lent their 
immeasurable talents to hosting duties, 
along with drop-in guest host Susanna 
Patchouli. We laughed, we cried (twice), 
we cheered and we stared in wonder as 
Kristy was asked to auction off a ‘pleas- 
ure pack’ to the audience, including a 
Triple Ripple Butt Plug. 

The night started with a bizarre and 
funny ode to doughnut fetishism that left 
me unlikely to ever look at baked goods the 
same way. A selection from Susan Jere- 
my's Brazil Nut was a hysterical but 
thought-provoking look at what happens 
when the American's partner is forced to 
look for a husband to avoid deportation. 
Emerging playwright Nick Green's submis- 
sion was a sequel to Buddha Boy from last 
year’s cabaret. That story was about a 16- 
year-old gay boy and this one was a 
painful, poignant and funny monologue told 
by his mother, as she pushes him away 
while trying to raise him correctly. The 
humorous but touching theme continued 
with Peni Christopher's Cracked Mirror, a 
homeless woman's monologue about disil- 
lusionment in her days as a Brownie. A 
hysterical tale of peepshows scandalized, 
informed and delighted us all before the 
night closed with soon-to-be New York the- 
atre stars Chris Craddock and Nathan Cuck- 
ow performing a rap from BASH a. 


MONDAY was the queer concert at 
McDougall United Church. Knots opened 
the show, followed by Spreepark and the 


works, Gemini—how fast you can com- 
prehend things that other people require 
many twists and turns to grasp. But | 
don’t love how your quick mind some- 
times alienates you from those who are 
moving more slowly than you, and ! don’t 
love it when that undermines your ability 
to capitalize on your brilliance. Fortunate- 
ly, | don’t think this will be a problem in 
the coming days. From what | can tell, 
you will have uncanny fun without mak- 
ing any karmic messes as your brainpow- 
er generates breathtaking feats of 
voluminous understanding. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Hell isn’t an imaginary place dreamed up 
to scare the faithful, according to Pope 
Benedict XVI. He says sinners are actual- 
ly tortured by fire for all eternity. My 
opinion is that his crazy talk is less wor- 
thy of consideration than the rants of the 
homeless guy downtown who thinks evil 
reptilian extraterrestrials have taken 
over George Bush’s brain. To prime you 
for this week's advice, | ask you to purge 
any tendency you might have to believe 
in cartoony notions of hell like the 
Pope's. That will free you to meditate on 
the possibility that we do in fact ulti- 
mately suffer for the pain we cause oth- 
ers. Not by being literally tortured in a 
demonic realm, not at the hands of a 
“devil,” but rather by the ugliness we 
have unleashed inside us. {t's a good 
week for you to spend quality time in 
your personal hell, Cancerian, making up 
for any hurtful or greedy or unconscious 
things you may have done in 2007. 


LEO (IL 23-AUG 22) vr, 
To many Tibetan Buddhists, the snaw lion is 


E fully exposed 


Wet Secrets. I'll admit to already being a 
big fan of both headlining bands, but it 
wouldn't have been a hard sell to get me 
to attend a big gay concert in a church. 
The opener was great: a guy who sang 
with vulnerability while playing and sam- 
pling his electric guitar, Knots reminded 
me of Bright Eyes, if he was less annoy- 
ing but equally talented. 

Spreepark was in direct contrast to 
Knots's one person act, as the band's four 
core members were joined by another 
seven musicians and one dancer. The 
group was releasing their debut double- 
disc album, but with a twist. As band 
member Marshall Watson told me, 
Spreepark has no interest in making 
money off this musical project so both CDs 
are available for free download at 
spreeparktheband.com. What was for sale 
at the concert—tor a mere $5—was a 
beautiful CD jacket containing two blank 
discs with the album's names, We're Rein- 
venting Music and The Gaysian Invasion, 
labelled on each and ready for burning. 
Why Gaysian Invasion? It's simple, says 
Marshall: the band is composed of two 
Asians and two gay men. 

If there’s such a thing as an Edmonton 
supergroup, the Wet Secrets is it. A mot- 
ley crew of something like 15 marching- 
band-outfitted rockers assembled on the 
multi-levelled McDougall stage. The group 
had a choir of local artists and even a cou- 
ple members of Spreepark singing along to 
the choruses and rocking out on assorted 


a symbol of fearless joy, which Is a corner- 
stone of their spiritual practice. These last 
two weeks before the solstice will be an 
excellent time to integrate all the teachings 
you've absorbed about fearless joy, and to 
prime yourself to take your mastery to the 
next level. What other terms can you come 
up with to describe this superpower? How 
about “brave bliss,” “aggressive happi- 
ness,” or “fierce pleasure?” 


VIRGO (AUG 23- SEP 22) 


In some places, you can't buy a gun 15 
minutes after you get an itch to hold it in 
your hand, In America, for example, a few 
of the states force you to delay your pur- 
chase for a short time. Many countries 
also require couples seeking marriage 
licenses to endure a cooling-off period of a 
few days before they can officially tie the 
knot. | urge you to adopt this approach to 
making important decisions, Virgo. Impose 
a waiting period on yourself if you're think- 
ing about acquiring heavy artillery, intensi- 
fying your relationship commitment, 
altering your consciousness, or initiating 
any other big action. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

You're coming to the climax of the season 
of fertile tension and productive argu- 
ments. (Let's hope you haven't allowed it 
to devolve into the season of fruitless dis- 
putes and awkward silence.) As you pre- 
pare to harvest the full potential of the 
opportunities that have been made avail- 
able, | offer you three pieces of advice 
from the French essayist Joseph Joubert. 
(1) “Never cut what you can untie.” (2) “It 
is better to debate a question without 
settling it than to settle a question with- 
out debating it.” (3) “The aim of argu- 


tT 
Ste y¥ 


percussion instruments. It wasn't long 
before the audience was leaving the pews 
to dance like indie rock stars at the front of 
the church until the band closed out the 
night with a surprising cover of “Indian 
Reservation” —you know, the “Cherokee 
people, Cherokee tribe... ” song 

Friday was Over-Exposed at Prism, the 
third Alberta Beef drag king cabaret. The 
troupe delighted as usual, starting the 
show as drag queens and performing 
numbers including a slightly political mili- 
tary inspired piece, a George Michael 
tribute, a number which marks the only 
time I've ever enjoyed Nickleback and a 
few old favourites. The show also fea- 
tured two performances by a dancing 
female duo, hosting duties delivered by 
Derek Marshal (local spoken word artist 
TL Cowan) and two numbers from seven- 
member visiting Calgary drag king troupe 
Fake Mustache. The Calgary kings got 
ready at my house and | won't soon forget 





the face of the two-yea-old we babysit as 
the lads and their entourage crowded 
around her in my living room. |'m not too 
pleased however about the fact that they 
clogged my sink with fake beard hair. 

The success of the festival was solidi- 
fied for me when | mentioned to a few 
felative-strangers at work that | was pret- 
ty tired from all the Exposure happenings 
An older gay gentleman and a straight 
women both immediately declared their 
excitement over the festival, when | 
expected to be explaining to them just 
what the heck | was talking about. The 
festival was about reaching everyone— 
be they straight, gay or anything in 
between—and it looks to me that they 
exceeded that goal far beyond anyone's 
expectations. Exposure was a celebration 
of the arts first and foremost, with alter- 
Native sexuality just a jumping off point 
for a riveting collection of culture. And I'll 
be first in line next year. w 





ment, or of discussion, should not be vic- 
tory, but progress.” 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

You won't believe how talented you're 
going to be at blending pragmatism and 
idealism in the coming days, Scorpio. You 
may be amazed at your knack for being 
down to earth and up in the clouds at the 
same time. Among the feats you could 
accomplish are the following: making 
money from doing what you love; acquiring 
crucial nuts and bolts for a long-deferred 
fantasy, and turning lead into gold just in 
time to make a big down payment on a 
dream boat, dream home, or dream trip. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

A man in Santiago, Chile won $250 000 in 
a contest held by his bank. There was only 
one catch: in accepting the money, Mario 
Habit had to abide by the bank's stipulation 
that he spend all of his winnings in one 
day. Summoning a manically relaxed con- 
centration, he succeeded, paying off his 
substantial debts while also buying two 
cars and three apartments. | believe a com- 
parable opportunity is about to come your 
way, Sagittarius. You will be offered a new 
fesource or blessing that has to be used 
quickly in order for it to be fully available 
and effective. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22- JAN 19) 

The phrase “new roses” can serve as an 
antidote to neurosis in the coming 
days—as a kind of magical spell. Invoke 
it whenever you're in danger of getting 
undermined by either your own neurosis 
or someone else’s. If you notice, for 
instance, that your subconscious mind is 
spiraling down into a sour fantasy stirred 


DEC 6 - DEC 12.2007 


up by one of your habitual fears, start 
muttering a cheerful round of “new roses, 
new roses, new roses.” If your allies 
engage in compulsive behaviour that they 
tend to get stuck in when stress over= 
flows, chant “new roses, new roses, new 
roses” ina blithe, sing-song tone. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

Few people realize that in the 15th century 
the Buddha was canonized as a saint by 
the Roman Catholic Church. He was offi- 
cially called Saint Josaphat, a name that's 
derived from the word “bodhisattva,” 
which refers to a deeply compassionate 
person devoted to becoming an enlight- 
ened being. Virtually every element of Jos- 
aphat's life story as reported by the Church 
is a duplicate of the original legends about 
the Buddha. | expect to see a comparable 
theme unfold in your life in the coming 
weeks, Aquarius. | bet you will get credit or 
receive an honour or be given an acknow!l- 
edgement that seems rather accidental, or 
comes from an unexpected source. 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 

How would you go about relocating Tan- 
zania‘s Mt Kilimanjaro to the south of 
France? How might you undo and fix the 
debacle of America’s occupation of Iraq? 
What steps could you take to creatively 
disrupt the pathological family patterns 
that have knocked you off-centre for 
years? In 2008, | predict that you wilt 
have extraordinary potential to solve 
impossible problems like those. More 
than ever before, you will be able to 
attract the help and summon the inspira- 
tion necessary to accomplish goals that 
have previously seemed beyond your 
power. And it all starts now, Pisces. v 
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VUE WEEXLY PLEASE PHONE 426-1996. 


EDUCATIONAL 


Must include sala lcd and desire to suc- 
www.vadastudios.com 


HELP WANTED 


KJ's required immed. (singing Du's). 
Will train $20+ per hour, vehicle a must. 
. 239-7043 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 


We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE by lence. Jobs guar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


FRAMING 


MOVIE POSTER SHOE 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Bid. 439-0408. 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percus- 
sion. Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors with music degrees. 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREEoFREE*FREE*FREE 
FREESFREE*FREESFREESFREE 
ARTIST/NON PROAT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or crue! editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


ELOPE Musical Theatre: Open auditions for Baby, 
Dec. 14-16 at the Albert Avenue Community League 
{Lutz Board Room, east side entrance), 9210-118 Ave. 
For info: E: ELOPE_Edmonton@hotmail.com; T: Clyde 

Rigsby at 466-4248 





Profiles seeks proposals from artists for ehibition 
during 2009. Deadline: Sat, Mar. 22, 2008, 4pm. 
Info T: Heidi at 460-4310 or E: ahfheidi@telus.net 





Calling all artists 17-20 years old. Are you ready to go 
ave 2 unique style you want to get out 
se contact Steedy @ 297-0545 











Call for submissions: Main Stage pruction 
Feats—Festival of Dance. This year, the festival's 
ist eographic explorations of the 
ants to challenge choreogra- 
heme. Deadline: Dec. 
lliance.ab.ca/feats/ 
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Phone 426- 
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Call for submissions: Site-specific Performances 
Feate—Festival 


Pic: - of Dance. AUHET erie, 
jace—tal ir performance out of the studio. 
- deadline: Dec. 15. 


www.abdancealliance.ab.ca/feats/ 


Juried photography exhibition: Deadline: Feb. 
IH 


2008 for exhibition: May 29-June 14, 2008 at 
Gallery. Ph 421-1731 for info 


ArtsHab Studio Gallery 2008 Call to Enter: 
Groupshows. December 17. 
Ph: Tim 423-2966 


MUSICIANS 


Singer looking to start cover band. ‘80s, ‘90s and clas- 


sic rock. Nevada 267-7464 


Musician looking to form a band, blues/rock. Please 
call Wayne between 6-8 pm Mon-Fri 963-6365 


Brooklyn Lounge is looking for local bands 
To play Thursday nights and eam money 
For info, call Jordan @ 994 8172 or 
Email jordan@brooklynslounge.com 


Bass player wanted for Dead Man's Train, a new 
project by former front man of Disciples of Power, 
Heart Bechmier. Must be willing to relocate to 
Medicine Hat. +30. Call 403-504-5135. 


Drummer and percussionist required for studio ses- 
sions. May include some live shows. Must be a quick 
study and able to work in a variety of genre with 
multiple artists. Ph: Folker @ 780-757-4928 or david- 
folker@msn.com 


Rock band looking for smokin’ hot lead guitar player. 
Own equipment, transportation and good attitude a 
must. Call 998-0567 


Drummer/percussionist for cover/original band. 
Hired guns OK. Contact davidfolker@msn.com or call 
757-4928 


SERVICES 


Pilgrims Hospice Helps Grieving Young People: 
weekly sessions, Families, schools and agencies. 
413-9801 ext 309 to register/info. www.pil- 
grimshospice.ca. 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 


Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides cri- 
sis intervention, information, counseling and public 
education services. We can customize a presenta- 
tion to meet your needs. T: 423-4102/F: 421-8734/E: 
info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 
Line: 423-4121 


Human Rights Facilitator Training / 
www.jhcentre.org. free 8 week training program 
presented by: The John Humphrey Centre for Peace 
& Human Rights and the Human Rights City Project. 
Info: Carrie, 453-2638 / E: carrie@jhcentre.org 


VOLUNTEER 


Little White Schoolhotise is turning 60 next year. If 


you're interested in being part of a volunteer group 
for the 60th anniversary please contact Debby 
Smethurst at 459-1194 





The City of Edmonton Youth Council (CEYC) is 
recruiting for its 2007-2008 term membership! We 
are looking for youth aged 13-23, residents in the 

City of Edmonton and interested in being involved in 
civic youth issues. www.ceyc.ca, Info: Jennifer 496- 
4938, E: Jennifer. Wong@edmonton.ca 


Bea 7 became or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! 
Call Big Brother Big Sister today. 424-8181. Do 
you remember someone who believed in you when 
you were a child? Be that person in a child's life 
today. All it takes is one hour a week 
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Youth Group: looking for creative leaders 
who want to learn more about liver health. 
Computer designers, health promoters, public 
speakers are welcome, we will provide mentoring. 
Ph Melissa 444-1547 





Call 468-7070 to donate today-and help YESS fulfil 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance 





Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 
teers aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk 
youth, drop-in setting, Ph Naomi 496-5947, e-m: 
osyc@telus.net 


We believe that all children have a right to grow in 

families and schools, and that all adults deserve to 

have real jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and 

help to open the gates to community living in your 
area 








Mentors for children and youth living in group care 
2 hrs/wk evenings or weekends, various locations. 
Erin 432-1137, ext 357 





Homework tutors needed for children/youth in care 
who require stable support to ensure academic suc- 
cess. 1.5 hrs/wk evenings or weekends, various 
Icoations. Ellen 432-1137, ext. 362 


Initiative Ambassadeurs pour la Paix is looking for 
francophone volunteers. Come learn how to present 
interactive workshops on antiracism/cultural diver- 
sity. Karina at (780) 425-4644 ext 9 or 
kezyzewski@naarr.org 


Literacy reading tutors needed to assist adults with 
disabilities learn basic reading and writing skills. 
Tutor training, materials and support provided. flex. 
hrs, 1-2hrs/wk, various pears, Erin 432-1137, 
ext. 357 


Seniors recreation activity aides needed to partici- 


pate (with crafts, seapbooking, bingo, baking, etc) 

with disabled female seniors in extended care NE 

Edmonton. On site support provided. Day/evening 2 
hrs/wk. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 


Walking coaches needed for a small group of adults 


with developmental disabilities every 2nd Fri at 
Westmount Mall. Erin at 432-1137, ext. 357 


Ghost writer needed to help a brain injured woman 


to write her life story. Listening, writing and com- 
puter skills wanted. 2 hrs/wk for 4-6 months. Old 
Strathcona area. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 


Pilgrims Hospice seeks musical volunteers to lead 


sing-a-longs and/or to perform for our very forgiving 
day program clients. Tracy: 413-9801 


See your brain in action! Participate in research at 


UofA! Right-handed men, 18-50. Reimbursement 
provided. Call 604-0048 


Research project at UofA seeks right-handed men 


18-50 suffering from SCHIZOPHRENIA. 
Reimbursement provided. Call 604-0048. 


Become a friend toa new Canadian and share a 
life-changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474- 
8554 


Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out 
with cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 
904-8751 or e-m: foodnotbombsedmonton@hot- 
mail.com 


VOLUNTEER 


Love Bingo? Come Volunteer at ElderCare 
Edmonton. Help raise funds for programs, meals and 
outings. Call 434-4747, ext. 4 


ElderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help with 
our daily programs that assist seniors ta remain 
independent and active in their communities. For a 
few hours each week, volunteers can help with 
lunch and coffee breaks and socialize with clients. 
Please call 434-4747 Ext. 4 to volunteer 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in 


a variety of tasks and with some great fun events 
and outings! Many exciting shifts available! Call 
Judy 424-3545, ext 249 


CLASSIFIEDS Four tines For s20 | 


1996 from 9am-5pm Mon-Fri « Email rob@vueweekly.com © 10303-108St. Edmonton 


Deadline Tues at Hoon » Print legibly on lines at right © Up to 45 Characters per line Every letter, space or mark counts as one character © Allow one space following punctuation 
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Canadian Mental Health Association/Board 
Members Required. To learn more about CMHA 


visit: www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca Vol , Bn ing i 
al folunteers, enjoy working in our dining 


i L fOr more 
“Let's Go!” is a program which helps newcomers phone Terrie Shaw at 433-5997 "0" 
{earn about their community and Canadian culture. —= 
Volunteers needed for the summer months only. 
Lots of Fun! Contact Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


Volunteer at ElderCare, help with crafts, card 
games and socializing. Edmonton's day programs for 
seniors. Call 434-4747, ext 4 


Volunteer Kitchen Help and Drivers Need for 
Edmonton Meals on Wheels. Varied jobs, flexible 
hours 10am-1pm weekdays. Phone 429-2020 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


Volunteer teachors needed to teach English as a 
_ Second language to newcomers to Canada. 
Orientation and training provided. Meet people from 
all around the world. Jason: jmarkowsky@cci-lex.ca 
or 944-0792 











ie 
732-1221 





ee 
Volunteers needed to teach conversatiana 
adult immigrants at various library loca, 


Volunteers needed to assist new immigrants with 
stoppin: Mornings, weekdays. Approx. 2-4 hrs. “On 
all” position. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


Online/Correspondence 


Have you ever thought of volunteering with your Job Overseas Guaranteed 


pet? Pet therapy is a great way to help those in our 
community. Call Deanna at 413-4682 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION js looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and spe- 
cial events, Call Carmen at 444-1547 


1-888-270-2941 
globalitesol.com 
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Audio Engineering & Production 
*Film & Music Business 


“Film & Digital Aris 







*3D Animation 
Game Design 


-Classes start soon 
- $cholarshipS 


- Student Loans 


Print your ad here... 


Teach English Overse + 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class «; 


*Broadcast Arts 


oom # 









Volunteer Drivers needed ; jon 
Volunteer Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Monte Ph 


days/week, 10-12pm or 1-3pm.(dep. on location} 





1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


Vancouver, BC 
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ial broke up with 
ust couldn't be bothered 
or call, After three months of 





le things. 
f impotent, but couldn't have 
aiwergation about it. He was 
orhis grandmother was dying ... after 
< excuses and frustration | began to 
2 little insecure. | am smart, healthy, | 
a nice figure and | make 
; my appearance, yet... 
J Seer ait, (think of a roll of 
nny Bore to let me know one night 
we're out drinking that he thinks my 
smells. | am, of course, shocked and 













SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Peal busty b 
Tall, Slim, bea justy brunette 
25 years old, 24 hours 442-0741 













Jackie James—Discrete and upscale 
‘Attractive petite brunette, MILF; 5ft - 90 Ibs; 
mature gentlemen only; Edmt southside; 

Ph: 780-887-4989 







Abra...will blow you...away! 
40 yrs. 40 DD, fun & full figured 
Ph: 953 2613 


7319195-001 


VOLUNTEER 


| ‘Love 7 Come Volunteer at ElderCare 

| dmonton. Help raise funds for programs, meals 
| and outings. Call 434-4747, ext. 4 
| 





de/Care Edmonton needs volunteers to help with 
daily programs that assist seniors to remain 
pendent and active in their communities. For 6 
hours each week, volunteers can fielp with 
Nch and coffee breaks and socialize with clients. 
Please call 434-4747 Ext. 4 to volunteer 


bldnteers Needed to work with new immigrants 
ia variety of tasks and with some great fun 

ents and outings! Many exciting shifts avail- 
able! Call Judy 424-3545, ext 249 


Canadian Mental Health Association/Board 
fembers Required. To learn more about CMHA 
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é ets needed for the summer months only. 

ots of Fun! Contact Judy 424-3545, ext. 249. 


at ElderCare, help with crafts, card 
es and socializing. Edmonton's day programs 
for seniors. Call 434-4747, ext 4 


Kitchen Help and Drivers Need for 
—_—e Varied jobs, flexi- 
‘hours 10am-ipm weekdays. Phone 1123: 2020 


a distress line volunteer. The Support 
, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 
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horrified. But quarter-dick says that he’s 
sensitive to smell. | try to initiate an adult 
conversation. Is pubic hair an issue? He 
Says yes, and that all his girlfriends have 
been completely shaved. 

This was difficult for me, because, 
though | shave my legs and pits, and trim 
my pubes, | think shaving your pussy is 
just masochistic. | also have some history 
with not-too-cool stuff that happened to 


me before I'd even grown any pubic hair. - 


He'd been saying that he wanted me to 
open up to him more so | tald him | was 
having a tough week aiter our conversa- 
tion. He said he’d come over but never 
showed, never called. 

! left a bag with his stuff and a note 
tied to his front door. So ... maybe me not 
getting my stuff back is just karma for 
taking the easy way out. Whatever. 

But | feel he owes me something for all 
the bullshit he put me through! Because, 
what I'm left with, more than the absence 
of my stuff is this feeling that | never had 





Mistress Personals 490-5299 
Mistress 


5 Morganna ext 5465 
mature busty fit 15 yrs. BDSM auntie/teacher 
scenerios, elaborate playroom, suspension, elec- 
trical CBT devices 
Diva Cane Ext. 2283 young busty muscular B&D 
fetishes, sissy and slut training 









Monique, 32, French 
mysterious, Srestete and body, very busty. 
413-0294 






EROTIC HOOK 


UPS 


before—that maybe somehow because | 
don’t shave I'll be unattractive to future 
partners. What | really want back, more 
than my stuff, is my sense of self-confi- 
dence. I'm not afraid to be a psycho hose- 
beast on this, so feel free to make 
outlandish suggestions. 

LOVE, STUFF-WANTER 


DEAR STUFF: 
Sorry, can’t. The giant revenge scene where 
“people (usually women) cut up Prada ties 
and throw entire bedroom suites out of 
upper-floor windows and set fire to Cadil- 
lacs is a staple of a certain type of cozy, girl- 
friendsy fiction but truly, we are all better 
off keeping it fictional. These dramatics 
are, as | say, usually carried out by women 
(real or fictional) and all we have to do to 
get a clearer look at the phenomenon (is it 
kinda cute-when-you're-angry or just plain 
psycho?) is switch the genders: what if a 
vengeful man took a knife to your stuff or 
set pictures of you on fire outside your 


Annalise Relat) 


100% GFE Independent Escort 


Outcall ONLY 


780-965-2377 
v olalelelity=l eli meron) 
nday to Friday 5~1llpm 
olurday & Sinday 12-12 


GUARANTEED! 


SIGN UP FOR FREE & Get LuCKY TONIGHT! 






a www. EUROSSAGEonWHYTE.com 





how mad you are, do not go ‘psycho hose-beast’ 


office? Would you perhaps find his behav- 
iour a touch ... threatening? | think any ex in 
his or her right mind would, and should. 
Sorry to go all your-mother on you but do 
you really want to be that sort of person? 
The sort of person others in your circle will 
be warning new people about? (“Yeah, 
she's cute but man, that bitch is crazy.") 
Sound familiar, would-be psycho hose- 
beast? Of course it does. Don't do it. Enlist 
a mutual friend to go get your stupid stuff, 
OF just email him and tell him you'll be there 
at X o'clock on Y day and show up without 
waiting for his response, and if that doesn’t 
work, it's just stuff. Get some other stuff 

| have no doubt that you are nicely 
groomed and nicely shaped and smell nice 
too (most women do unless bacteria are 
involved somehow). What | don't believe is 
that Pencil Dick (think of him that way and 
the words “no great loss” come easily to 
mind and stay there, do they not?) was 
ever really your boyfriend, or even ever all 
that into you. If he'd been more into you he 


might have tried a little harder to have sex 
with you, for one thing. People who are 
into you also tend to retum phone calls and 
show up for dates and comfort you when 
they inadvertently hurt your feelings. Oh 
and nobody nice inadvertently hurts your 
feelings by telling you your most intimate 
parts smell bad. 

Actually, that last part is not necessari- 
ly true. People who love us sometimes 
have to tell us hard and inconvenient 
truths, Nice people will do anything to 
avoid that kind of thing and if we have to 
do it we don't do it all suddenly and bru- 
tally at the bar, for godssake, and we 
don't then refuse to comfort or even call 
Only a pigdog would do that. Putting it 
that way is, | realize, unfair to pigdogs, 
and nice people don't do that either. Nei- 
ther, however, need we allow pigdogs to 
determine our worth or define us in any 
other way, We do that ourselves. Buck up 
now, and don't set anything on fire. 

LOVE, ANDREA 
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Try us FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 ‘gail 


Try Cruisetine Text for free. 


Tert “xtra” to SFREE - veww.cruisobne.ca 


NO MORE LONELY 


’ NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 


2eVine. 


ARSON ALS 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial for MEW: 
hy By yy) 
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Publications Mail Agreement #40022989 


University of Alberta Libraray 
PO Box 41021 

5th Floor Cameron 
Edmonton, AB 
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Brand ne w Mibum trom the Wu Tang Clan. Includes 14 ag of all new inn —_" &) 
material, including the single “Heart Gently Weeps" fe nt@ring Prykab Badu. : 
Also includes a bonus DVD. ae 
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2 MIME INCH WALLS 


~ 
Official NIN Year Zero’ remix CD | 


i! ‘ f 
The latest release in the critically-acclaimed ; 
Fishscale trilogy. Includes “Celebrate.” 2 4 
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EDMONTON'S 100% INDEPENDENT NEWS & ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 
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PUNK BANDS JOIN FORCES WITH THE UNION AND USE THEIR POWERS FOR GOOD [BRYAN BIRTLES / 62) 


NEWS: P3 DECISION / 7 ARTS: TONY BAKER / 54 FILM: MARGOT AT THE WEDDING / 56 
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TELUS Plaza North 
10025 Jasper Ave. 


Edmonton Wireless 
11315 104th Ave, 


‘Save On Telecom 
10603 107th Ave. 


WEST END 


Gommunications Gro; 
10620 176th St. 


Edmonton Cellular 
14908 118th Ave. 


Johnson Wireless 
100 - 10429 178th st 


‘Save On Telecom 
11150 149th St 
17543 100th Ave 


TAC Mobility 
9935 170th St. 


Wireless Technology 
17508 Stony Plain Ra 


Custom Cellular 
12714 137th Ave. 


Mobility Central 
§ = 14220 Yellowhead Tre! 


SOUTH 


Alberta Mike 
2424 99th St. 


Communications Group 
5926 99th St. 


Custom Cellular 
1916 99th St. 


|| Edmonton Cellular 
10309 34th Ave. 


TAC Mobility 
4515 Gateway Biv 


Wireless City 

5912 104th Si. 
Drayton Valley 
Dunn Right Gornm 
3715 50th St. 

Fort Saskatchewan 


Associated Telecom 
9914 10Grd St. 


Carnbndge Electronics 
9542 86th Ave. 


Leduc 


Communications 2000 
5904 50th St. 


Complete Communications 
5205 SOth Ave. 


Get your first 6 months of 95 
TELUS High Speed Enhanced for /mo: 


} ($35.95/mo. thereafter) 


Plus get: 


) » FREE wireless gateway ($149.95 retail value) 


a TELUS eProtect 
ee TELUS 


the future is friendly* 





Sherwood Park Mall 





90-96 Campsite Ad 
416 Westland Market M2! 








Call 310-4NET or visit telus.com/gethighspeed or your nearest TELUS authorized dealer. 


LONDON : (Gource 
DRUGS ‘ sy 
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ON THE COVER 


SINGLE BELL ROCK / 62 

“There are a lot of great charities out there 
and a lot of people are focused on young 
kids and elderly people and that's all fan- 
tastic, but unfortunately we become the 
group that's sort of forgotten about. To be 
a part of an event like this with a lot of 
coverage is a fantastic opportunity for 
us—Louise Hovelson, Funds Development 
Manager for YESS, on Jingle Bell Rock. 








PARTY PLANNING - 16 
DECISION / 7 
SNOW ZONE 20 “These P3 proposals are very alluring: 
hdl new facilities at supposedly little cost to 
LAKE LOUISE - 20 the city. But my advice is to be wary of 
SKITIPS - 22 these P3 salesmen. What's good business 


for them is not necessarily good business 
for taxpayers.” —Alex Cullen, Ottawa city 
councillor, on his city’s experience with P3 
recreation centres 


NYE GUIDE 31 
ARTS 51 








NUTCRACKER - 52 
ORIGINS - 54 MARGOT AT THE WEDDING / 56 
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Good enough to work, 
good enough to stay 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
Dec 10 announcement by Alberta Minister of Employment, Immigra- 
tion and Industry Iris Evans that the province is establishing two advisory 
offices and a team of inspectors to look into the numerous problems 
associated with temporary foreign workers in the province is a long-overdue 
first step in bringing the rights of these vulnerable and often-abused workers 
closer to the level enjoyed by other Alberta workers (a lowly target, to be sure). 

it’s incredible that it has taken so long to take such a minor step in a 
province where the number of temporary workers that arrive annually now 
outnumbers the number of permanent immigrants. The province accepted 
22 393 temporary workers in 2006—a number that has doubled since 2003— 
and only 20 717 immigrants received permanent residency. It’s becoming 
abundantly clear that what Canada wants is not citizens, but workers, 

While the offices will no doubt help to rectify some of the most egregious 
rights and employment violations suffered by temporary workers, it ignores 
the incredible power imbalance that exist between these workers and the peo- 
ple who bring them here. The simple reality is that because of fear of losing 
their employment and being sent home, many workers will be too afraid to 
ask for help or to stand up for their rights. Building an immigration system that 
practically guarantees abuse and then offering to help when the abuse occurs 
can only be regarded as a hollow half-measure. 

The new initiatives also ignore the underlying problem that the temporary for- 
eign worker program is at its root an unjust and racist program which says that 
human beings are disposable. In essence, the program is telling workers from all 
over the world that they are good enough to come to Canada and Alberta to take 
care of our children, to work in our fields and to build our mega-projects, but 
they're not good enough to live here permanently or to become Canadian citizens. 

Our policy towards foreign workers should be guided by a simple premise: 
good enough to work, good enough to stay. If Canada needs more workers, 
we should facilitate faster permanent immigration for foreign workers and 
their families instead of relying on a program that invites people to our coun- 
try until we're done with them, then sends them packing. v 
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= LETTERS 


CONROY RIGHT, BUT WRONG 


| appreciate Terry Conroy of the Chaos to 
Peace Group for helping male victims of 
domestic violence, but he is incorrect 
when he says women are physically 
abused by their partners more often than 
men ("City Program Aids Men Suffering 
Abuse,” Nov 29 - Dec 5, 2007). A 
Canadian government report titled 
“Intimate Partner Abuse Against Men” 
recognizes overwhelming data showing 
women are as violent as men in relation- 
ships and a recent 32-nation study by the 
University of New Hampshire, which 
included Canada, found women are as 
violent and controlling as men in rela- 
tionships worldwide. 

Men are less likely to report it, which 
makes crime data unreliable; but sociolog- 
ical data consistently shows women initi- 
ate domestic violence as often as men and 
that men suffer one-third of the injuries. 

Male victims have been ignored and 
stigmatized for too long due to myths, 
stereotypes and political-ideological rea- 
sons. They still have no outreach and 
few services while their children suffer 
long-term damage by the exposure and 
become more likely to commit the same 
violence as adults. We can’t end this 


VUEPOINT 


intergenerational cycle by keeping half 
of it hidden. That's why a global coalition 
of concerned experts has formed to raise 
public awareness about and combat this 
problem. Their website is nfvirc.org. 


MARC E ANGELUCCI 
LA CHAPTER, NATIONAL COALITION OF FREE MEN 


HOWARD WRONG, BUT WRONG 


Connie Howard's article (“Alternatives to 
Orthodoxy,” Nov 29 - Dec 5, 2007) contin- 
ues the trend of spreading misinformation 
| accused her of in the letter | wrote to Vue 
Weekly (Letters, Nov 29 - Dec 5). So | 
write this to inform your readers of why 
listening to the Connie Howards of the 
world, especially when dealing with med- 
icine, is folly in its purest form. 

Howard says science ” ... shouldn't be 
so narrow as to exclude observations 
made over centuries because they 
haven't been subjected to the gold stan- 
dard of randomized, double-blind, place- 
bo-controlled clinical studies.” What 
Howard forgets is that anecdotes are 
not, never have been and never will be 
the same as observations. 

There's a reason that randomized, 
double-blind, placebo-controlled clinical 
studies are, in fact, a standard; if a rem- 
edy truly works, that remedy will consis- 
tently pass scientific testing with a high 
fate of success. That some alternative 
medicines are hundreds or thousands of 
years old is irrelevant. The whole point is 


that the scientific method's purpose is to 
determine what works and what doesn't 
Real medicine, regardless of its age and 
history, passes testing most of the time 
whereas fake medicine does not. 

Howard then tries to claim that altar 
Native medicines are a solution for those 
either unresponsive to or wary of con- 
ventional medicine; more bunk. Even if 4 
person is not responding to conventional 
treatment, that person is not going to 
then be magically healed by practices 
with no basis on real science. 

The power of suggestion that Howard 
very readily dismisses is real, anc 
proven, It is called the “placebo effect,” 
and a simple google search will provide 
you with more than enough information 
about it to prove its existence. 

Howard closes with the claim that an 
alternative health practitioner she knows 
“really helps.” The challenge | make in 
response is simple: prove it beyond a rea- 
sonable doubt. Any critical thinker and 
skeptic will say that same, and rightfully so. 


CARLOS ALEXANDRE 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email (let- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference 's 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 





‘ouncil on options for 
-awaited Southwest 
on Centre in Ter- 
of the options being 
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ising flags for some 
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carry too many risks 
ice-tag in the long run. 
2 city council approved 
lion dollars for the non- 
tion of the Southwest Com- 
y Recreation Centre (SWCRC) 
pproved a plan to explore a 
ivate partnership for con- 
nd operation of the 
million 4-plex arena. 
One bid to build the arena as a P3 
was. i 2 and only one compliant 
bid—for approximately $120 million— 
was received for the non-arena portion 
of the facility. But the same company 
also attached an unsolicited bid to 
construct the entire facility as a P3. 
City administrators subsequently 
invited the company that put in the 
~ bid on the arena to also submit a pro- 
posal for the entire complex. 
Council now faces three options 
for the SWCRC: accept one of the two 
bids to develop the entire complex as 
a P3; build the arena as a P3 and the 
non-arena portion publicly; or opt to 
construct and operate the entire 
facility publicly. 

Pas are a politically attractive 
investment for cash-strapped munici- 
palities who can put off the up-front 
cost of capital projects by contracting 
a private company to build and oper- 
ate the facility and lease it back over a 
period of decades. The city still pays 
the full amount of the facility, but the 
costs are spread out—an attractive 
option for a city trying to avoid a dou- 
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He says that the community is open 
to looking at the P3 option, but only if 
the city can guarantee the quality of 
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the building and the service at the 
new recreation centre under such an 
arrangement. 

“Our position at this point is that 
we're open to having the full P3 as 
long as the programs and services are 
Not going to be lost,” he explains. "I 
just want to make sure that the city is 
ensuring that the programs and serv- 
ices are met, that the quality of the 
facility isn’t going to be affected nega- 
tively. As well, making sure that it is 
affordable ... if it is privately run; that 
there would be some controls in place 
to ensure that it is still a community 
facility and not something that is 
strictly driven by profit.” 


WITH A COMMUNITY tired of waiting 


and a planned opening date of July, 
2009 some are concerned that city 
council—which only received a full 
briefing on the details Dec 12—will 
Tush into P3s without considering the 
long-term consequences for the city. 

“They need more time to really 
analyze the whole deal,” cautions Bill 
Moore-Kilgannon of the advocacy 
group Public Interest Alberta. “They 
can’t make the decision on the 18th; 
it's way too fast.” 

Moore-Kilgannon says that while 
P3s are attractive to governments 
because they let capital projects go 
ahead without the need to borrow 
money up front, they often end up 
costing more because municipal gov- 
ermments can borrow money at better 
rates than private companies, and 
because cities don’t need to generate 
a profit for their shareholders. 

"The examples around the country 
of failed P3s, and in particular failed 
P3 sports facilities, would indicate it’s 
just a P3 sales job to say that the city 
is going to save money by going with 
the full P3," he says. 

“The city of Edmonton needs to 
really look before they leap into sign- 
ing a multi-year contract like this.” 

Moore-Kilgannon's caution is 
echoed in a recent report on public-pri- 
vate partnerships prepared for the Fed- 
eration of Canadian Municipalities. 

The report concluded that there 
was no evidence that P3s cost less or 
provide better services, and said that 
municipalities turning financing over 
to private partners“a poor solution to 
a non-existent problem, when tradi- 
tional municipal financing is simple, 
relatively easy and, above all, much 
less costly than the private-sector 


equivalent.” 

The report also found that long- 
term P3s “can reduce flexibility, trans- 
parency, and accountability for local 
governments.” 

The risks that come with P3s are 
familiar to Alex Cullen, an Ottawa city 
councillor who, on a long distance call 
at a recent press conference organized 
by Public Interest Alberta, was blunt 
about his city's experience with P3 
recreation centres. 

"These P3 proposals are very allur- 
ing: new facilities at supposedly little 
cost to the city. But my advice is to be 
wary of these P3 salesmen,” Cullen 
warned. “What's good business for 
them is not necessarily good business 
for taxpayers.” 

Cullen said that the city has recent- 
ly had to take over operation of the 
Ray Friel Recreation Complex from P3 
management company Serco Man- 
agement al a steep cost to taxpayers. 

“We're taking it back because that 
initiative was failing. Serco was bail- 
ing out, was losing money and we're 
going to have to pay them not only 
$1.7 million to take over, we're going 
to have to pay another $1.3 million to 
operate the facility, another $1.2 mil- 
lion a year to repay the outstanding 
debt and we're going to have to pay 
about $446 thousand in transition 
costs associated with this failure of 
the P3. A very expensive lesson.” 

Cullen also said that another of the 
city’s P3 centres, the SensPlex, is also 


dustry, 
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in trouble and has required the city to 
inject $1.6 million to keep it running. 

He adds that even the three P3 
recreation centres in the city that are 
doing well have required significant 
subsidies from the city, which has to 
buy ice time from the facility at mar- 
ket rates in order to offer the public 
the lower city rates. 


BUT JANE PEATCH, the executive 


director of the pro-P3 Canadian Coun- 
cil for Public-Private Partnerships, 
says that the public has to realize that 
even when a private company Is run- 
ning a recreation centre, they'll need 
to be subsidized by the public 

"These are highly subsidized activi- 
ties conventionally, and they're going 
to continue to be subsidized activities 
into the future because there is no 
way to make them entirely economi- 
cally viable,” she explains. “If you start 
down a path of suggesting that it’s 
going to be somehow commercially 
viable, you start down a path towards 
a failed project. So we try to make 
sure that people understand that right 
up front and that there's no disillu- 
sionment about that.” 

Peatch says that her organization 
recently brought together experts in 
the sector for a national conference, 
and identified two “deadly pieces” 
that explain why some P3 recreation 
centres fail. 

“One is that the [proponents esti- 
mate] costs of developing the facility 
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will be less than in fact they are. So 
when we start building support for it 
we don’t really have our numbers 
nailed properly, so we start some- 
times with an artificial number of 
what it's actually going to cost to 
build it,” she explained. “And then 
secondly—and | don’t know why this 
happens—we tend to over inflate the 
revenue streams. I don’t know why it 
happens, but on the revenue-stream 
side you tend to see numbers that are 
totally unrealistic. There's just no way 
these commercial streams are likely 
going to return the kind of revenue 
that can be projected.” 

While she stresses that she believes 
that P3s can work in recreation cen- 
tres, she cautions that it’s worth tak- 
ing the time to ensure that the 
business plans are “very realistic” by 
having them “audited by somebody 
who has no vested interest whatsoev- 
er in the plan, somebody who is total- 
ly arms length and has nothing to 
benefit one way or the other by it.” 


COUNCILLOR BYRAN ANDERSON, who 


represents the area on city council, 
says that all the recent hue and cry 
about P3s is misplaced, arguing that 
the city has had success in letting pri- 
vate companies run city facilities, 
pointing to the Kinsmen Club opera- 
tion of the twin ice arena and the 
lodge operated by the Snow Valley ski 
club on city property. 

"The city has been doing quasi-P3s 
for years, for decades. We've been 
down this road for 30 years. This is 
not some huge departure.” 

Anderson says that he’s heard of 
problems with P3s from other munici- 
palities, but insists that bringing up 
those examples in the discussion 
around the SWCRC is comparing 
apples and oranges 

“There seems to be a national, 
union-driven anti-generic-P3 move- 
ment across our country,” he says 
"The first thing that everybody has to 
understand is that no single project is 
the same as another project.” 

Anderson is adamant that council 
must make a final decision on the 
SWCRC on the 18th, arguing that city 
administrators must be trusted to make 
the right recommendation to council. 

"The analysis team that’s dealing 
with this right now—people from asset 
management, community services and 
corporate services and the city manag- 
er—have appraised the hell out of these 
two options, the two groups that are 
making the proposal. And they are 
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A poke a day keeps the doctor away 


Though some still dismiss the concept of 
Chi as a figment of Eastern imagination, 
and claim it, along with all complementa- 
ty and alternative medicines, has either 
been tested and proven not to work, or 
not yet tested at all, this is false. 

There's plenty of science validating 
acupuncture, plenty of research that has 
shown it to be effective for many kinds of 
disorders, and electromagnetic technolo- 
gy has now mapped the electric potential 
of the skin and found that virtually all 
points of high electrical conductivity on 
our skin correspond exactly to traditional 
acupuncture points. 

But !'m not a scientist, and | don't 
want to argue with the scientists. What | 
want to do is offer the realities and logic 
involved in the growing credibility and 
popularity of acupuncture. 

The reality, according to a National 
Institute of Health report, is that 
acupuncture tends to make those seek- 
ing help with their health much happier 
than conventional treatments do— 
which, for real people with real problems 
is always going to carry more weight 
than what science bloggers are saying. 

The thing is, acupuncture tends to 
work, and does so without side-effects. 
If this were not so, doctors wouldn't 
refer their seriously ill patients to 
acupuncture for complementary treat- 








ment. The Mayo Clinic wouldn't have it 
on their menu of treatment options, 
which they have for over 30 years now. 
The World Health Organization would- 
n't list it as a viable option for a very 
long list of health conditions. Our uni- 
versities and colleges wouldn't have 
programs that teach it. The number of 
medical doctors now _ practising 
acupuncture wouldn't be increasing the 
way it is, with one group in Los Angeles 
reporting an increase from 200 to 2 000 
in a little over a decade. And those who 
practise acupuncture wouldn't have the 
busy offices they do. 


ACUPUNCTURE IS OFTEN USED in con- 
junction with Chinese herbal medicine, 
and it often works in the most surprising 
ways on things like tumours and in 
chronic disease states. But | think its real 
beauty and power lies in the way it 
works much further upstream, offering 
prevention and side-effect-free quality of 
life. (| wish I'd discovered and had the 
courage to investigate it 30 years ago.) 
Take something as basic as stress. 
High levels of stress put us at 
increased risk of a very long list of dis- 
eases, including our top killers, and 
acupuncture, by stimulating the 
release of endorphins and other anti- 
inflammatory chemicals, works to reg- 
ulate stress. And whether non-acu- 
point needling, used in research set- 
tings, does or doesn’t also show raised 
blood levels of endorphins doesn’t 
really matter. What matters is that 
acupuncture raises endorphins and 
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manages stress. 

lt manages many kinds of pain beauti- 
fully too, and does so without the long- 
term effects that come with pharmaceu- 
ticals. And it also, in conjunction with 
Chinese herbal medicine, often works 
wonders with depression, which, accord- 
ing to recent news, in addition to 
increasing our risk for a long list of ill- 
nesses, eats away at our bones as quick- 
ly as smoking, inactivity and calcium 
deficiencies do. 

Insomnia, a common by-product of 
depression, and linked to elevated 
stress hormones (and consequently obe- 
sity, type 2 diabetes and cardiovascular 
disease), can also be helped beautifully 
with acupuncture. (Mom and Dad, 
unscientific as they were, had it right— 
along with an apple a day to keep the 
doctor away, there's nothing like regu- 
larly getting enough shut-eye to keep 
the doctor away.) 

Finding equilibrium emotionally and 
physically are essential prerequisites to 
disease prevention, and equilibrium is 
what acupuncture is all about. My 
favourite acupuncturist, talking about 
stress recently, said, “! think we'll even- 
tually have to face the truth of stress 
killing us, just like we're finally facing 
the truth about global warming.” 

| think she’s right. And I'm glad that 
alongside the reality of stress we have 
people like her—people who get it, and 
who have the skills to help us counter our 
stress responses and manage our 
Achilles heels and improve the quality of 
our health, drug-free. w 
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US: fire spies, hire Dyer 


DYER STRAIGHT 


gwynne@vueweekly.com 


For four years the Bush administration 
told us that Iran must be subject to sanc- 
tions, and maybe to military attack, 
because it was secretly working on 
nuclear weapons. Suddenly, last week, 
the US intelligence agencies tell President 
Bush that for the past four years Iran has 
NOT been working on nuclear weapons. 
So he announces that unless Iran aban- 
dons its civil nuclear power program it 
must be subject to sanctions and maybe 
to military attack anyway, because 
“what's to say they couldn't start another 
covert nuclear weapons programme?” 

Even the 16 US intelligence agencies 
(16!) that produce the National Intelli- 
gence Estimate (NIE) didn’t expect to 
shake Bush’s determination to go after 
Iran. That's why they insisted that the 
new NIE be declassified and published 
so quickly. It was a pre-emptive strike 
against the White House, to make it 
more difficult politically for Bush to 
press ahead despite the evidence. 

Like the US armed forces, the intelli- 
gence services are in a state of near- 
mutiny as they watch President Bush 
drag the country towards another unnec- 
essary and unwinnable war. But how 
come the same intelligence agencies 
were telling us two years ago with “high 
confidence” that Iran was developing 
nuclear weapons? 

| have been saying in this column all 
along (with moderate confidence) that 
Iran probably has no immediate inten- 
tion of developing nuclear weapons. A 
few other people have been saying it, 
too, of course, and if they come forward 
I'll gladly join them in a bid to take over 
the provision of strategic intelligence to 
the US government. 

We'd do it for half the current 
budget, give back a billion dollars 
every time we got it wrong, and still 
end up rolling in wealth. Because the 
intelligence agencies have a huge and 
cumbersome array of electronic and 
human “assets” that feed them a tor- 
rent of mostly irrelevant or misleading 
information in little bits and bites, 
whereas we outsiders just apply com- 
mon sense and a little local knowl- 
edge to the process. 

Take the comment in the latest NIE 
that the suspension of Iran's nuclear 
weapons programme in 2003 in response 
to international pressure showed that 
Tehran's decisions “are guided by a cost- 
benefit approach rather than a rush to a 
weapon irrespective of the political, eco- 
nomic and military costs.” Gosh, what a 
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revelation! And here we all thought that 
the Iranian regime were a bunch of mad 
mullahs who desired nothing more than 
nuclear martyrdom. 

Well, not all of us thought that, but | 
suspect that the political analysis of the 
Tehran regime's goals and strategies 
inside the US intelligence agencies did 
Not rise far above that level. Whereas if 
you just assume that the people running 
Iran are rational human beings and put 
yourself in their shoes, you can pretty 
easily figure out what their strategic 
concerns and priorities will be. 


OBVIOUSLY, they wouldn't dream of 
attacking Israel with nuclear weapons 
even if they had any, because that would 
unleash a nuclear armageddon on their 
own country. Israel has hundreds oj 
nuclear weapons, and the only imaginable 
use for a few Iranian ones would be to 
deter Israel from a first strike because oj 
the risk of Iranian retaliation. And why 
would Iran suddenly want such a deterrent 
now, when it has been a target for Israe)i 
nuclear weapons for at least 30 years? 

We know that Ayatollah Khomeini 
cancelled the Shah’s nuclear weapons 
programme after the revolution in 1979 
because it was “un-Islamic.” We know 
that Tehran started the programme up 
again in the mid-'80s during the Iran-Iraq 
war, when it became clear that Saddam 
Hussein was working on nuclear 
weapons, and that it stopped again after 
international inspectors declared Iraq 
nuclear-free in 1994. We think that it was 
re-started once more in 1999 or 2000, and 
now we are told that it stopped again in 
2003. What was that about? 

Pakistan tested nuclear weapons in 
1998 and then had a military coup, which 
must have worried the Iranians a lot 
Then after 9/11 the United States began 
claiming that Iraq was working on nuclear 
weapons again, which must have fright- 
ened them even more. So Tehran started 
working on nuclear weapons yet again— 
and then stopped in 2003, after Saddam 
Hussein was overthrown by the United 
States and Pakistan turned out to be rela- 
tively stable after all. 

That was also the year when i! 
became known that Iran was working 
towards a full nuclear fuel cycle for its 
civil nuclear power programme. Thats 
quite legal, but as it also gives the pos 
sessor the potential ability to enrich ura 
nium to weapons grade, Iran came unde! 

international pressure to stop—so || 
suspended the enrichment programme 
for three years and stopped the 
weapons programme. 

It all makes sense, and you don't neeo 
a single spy to figure it out. In fact, given 
the motives of most spies, you're proba 
bly better off without them entirely.w. 
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rganizations concerned about 

lan inter-provincial trade 
Orne: between Alberta 
and British Columbia are warning that 
a new dispute resolution mechanism 

by the Alberta legislature may 
result in a lowering of regulations and 
standards in the two provinces. 

The Trade, Investment and Labour 
Mobility Agreement (TILMA) was 
signed in 2006, without public debate 
in the legislature, to remove trade 
barriers between the two provinces. 
put the agreement offered parties no 
pinding enforcement prior to the new 
legislation. 

“The legislation means a TILMA 
dispute panel ruling will be enforce- 
able. It will have real teeth,” said Guy 
Boutilier, Alberta Minister of Inter- 
governmental Relations, in a release 
announcing the change. 

The new legislation allows busi- 
nesses to take governments before a 
panel for binding arbitration if they 
feel a barrier to trade between the 
two provinces exists. If a government 
fails to change a measure found to 
violate TILMA, the panel may impose 
penalties of up to $5 million per dis- 
pute on the British Columbia or Alber- 
ta government. 

The government claims that the 
ability to enforce the trade agreement 
is a key improvement upon the Agree- 
ment on Internal Trade (AIT), an 
agreement to eliminate inter-provin- 
cial trade barriers which exists at a 
federal level, but critics say the new 
enforcement mechanism further 
erodes the ability of governments to 
set local regulations. 

Caelie Frampton, campaign coordi- 
nator with Stop TILMA in British 
Columbia, argued that these agree- 
ments are actually about deregula- 
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tion, not trade. “These inter-provincial 
trade barriers are actually differences 
in things like labour standards and 
environmental regulations. When you 
ask them to name trade barriers the 
government is hard pressed to actual- 
ly name any.” 

British Columbia's legislature 
debated a similar amendment to add 
enforcement mechanisms to TILMA 
this past spring, but the move ulti- 
mately failed. Frampton credited the 
public pressure put on the Liberal 
government. “The municipalities took 
a lead in fighting against TILMA. They 
passed a resolution stating they 
would continue to negotiate with the 
government on protection of their 
authority to legislate.” 


LIKE A NUMBER of pieces of legislation 
passed in the fall sitting, the bill creat- 
ing enforcement of TILMA passed 
with only a few hours of debate. But 
as Liberal House Leader Laurie Blake- 
man pointed out, it was the only 
chance to debate the agreement at all. 
She found out about it one year ago at 
a public forum. 

And while the government claims 
that TILMA will ultimately benefit 
consumers by opening up British 
Columbia and Alberta to create the 
second largest market in Canada, 
opponents see the potential destruc- 
tion of community projects and assis- 
tance to local businesses as a major 
drawback of the agreement. 

“By opening up procurement proce- 
dures the amount you have to go to 
tender is lowered, Cities will have to 
go to tender more often, and the ten- 
der process is opened to both 
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provinces, which means a lot of local 
businesses will not have access to 
local contracts as much as they cur- 
rently do,” argued Frampton. 

As with many trade agreements, 
one concern is the lowering of stan- 
dards in labour certifications and 
environmental standards. Lyn Gor- 
man, the Prairie organizer with the 
Council of Canadians, pointed out 
that TILMA does not repeat the lan- 
guage in the federal Agreement on 
Internal Trade, which prohibits stan- 
dards from being lowered. And with 
ministers from British Columbia and 
Alberta making presentations to other 
provinces, Frampton added that peo- 
ple across Canada should be on the 
lookout for potential changes to the 
AIT. 

"The federal government has been 
looking at changing the language of 
the AIT. BC and Alberta has essential- 
ly been courting other provinces— 
that’s why there aren't actually 
provinces in the title of the agree- 
ment,” she said. 

The government is currently in 
consultations with other levels of gov- 
ernment and institutions regrading 
the potential impacts the agreement 
will have on them when TILMA goes 
into full force in 2009. vw 
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going to analyze both of these offers 
against the baseline city design, build 
and operate. And if we can come up 
with that particular situation and then 
Say, ‘Is there an advantage to going 
with either one of these two tenders?’ 
and if the answer is yes, then that will 
be the recommendation.” 

One of Anderson's fellow council- 
lors, Amarjeet Sohi, is less convinced 
that P3s are the right way to go or 
that council will have enough infor- 
mation to be sure they're making the 
right decision on the 18th. 

“People don’t really understand 
what public-private partnerships are 
all about. Even I personally don’t have 
that good a grasp of what we're get- 
ting into here. And that should raise 
some flags, not only for the communi- 
ty, but for us also.” 

He stresses that the SWCRC is years 
overdue and that he wants to see it 
built as soon as possible, but says that 


ts 


council has the responsibility to both 
the community and all Edmontonians 
to take the time to make the right deci- 
sion, one that will ensure accountabili- 
ty and accessibility, the two issues he’s 
most concerned about with P3s. 
“We want that facility. People in 
that area want that facility. But at 
what cost? Are we wiling to lose 
accountability just for short-term 
expediting of building of a facility by 
six months? Are we willing to take the 
risk to put our city in a binding posi- 
tion where we might end up paying a 
huge amount of money at the end of 
day? Are we wiling to risk that a seg- 
ment of our population may not be 
able to access those facilities?” 

Sohi says that other councillors he 
has spoken to on the issue are also 
concerned that they don’t have the 
information they need to make an 
informed decision 

“I think there's so much unknown in 
these things that if we go ahead and 
go this way without even having a 
good understanding of what we're get- 
ting into I think we will be sorry.” wv 
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One step forward, two steps back as 
fall sitting wraps up with a marathon 


SAMANTHA POWER / samantha @vueweekly.com 


en the fall sitting of the 
legislature finally came to 
an end after a record 22- 


hour session, Albertans were left 
with less means to influence their 
government, according to opposition 
parties. 

The 18-day sitting saw a total of 
28 bills passed in what Premier Stel- 
mach called “a clear plan to secure 
Alberta's future.” 

Liberal House Leader Laurie Blake- 
man does credit the Stelmach govern- 
ment with the passage of Bill 1, the 
Lobbyists Act, which was a key leader- 
ship-race promise of the new premier. 
But Blakeman said the bill, which will 
improve the transparency of the Stel- 
mach government by creating a lob- 
byist registry to allow Albertans to see 
who is talking to the government, did- 
n't go far enough. 

“As a citizen I want to know who 
the lobbyists are working for, who 
they are talking to. This registry 
doesn’t have that, but it's a step for- 
ward.” 

Unfortunately, said Blakeman, any 
step forward Bill 1 makes on demo- 
cratic transparency, the session's 
most controversial piece of legisla- 
tion, Bill 46, the Alberta Utilities Com- 
mission Act, turns back. 

Changing the legislation surround- 
ing the Energy and Utilities Board 
(EUB), Bill 46 removes financial sup- 
port for landowners who appeal 
industrial projects proposed on or 
near their land. Under the new legis- 
lation, landowners wanting interven- 
er status on project proposals in their 
area will have to fund their appeal 
themselves. And that’s assuming they 
achieve intervener status. 

“They have removed the right to 
table your own evidence and cross- 
examine the proponent. Your only 
right is to file an intervention through 
a written document,” explained Linda 
Duncan, an environmental lawyer 
and candidate for the federal NDP. 
With years of experience assisting 
landowners through the EUB process, 
Duncan said that most community 
organizations lack the capability to 
file comprehensive briefs without 
legal or professional assistance. 

She added that the legislation 
does nothing to review the board’s 
mandate—something many have 
called for in light of revelations the 
EUB hired undercover agents to spy 
on landowner groups and the 
board's project-approval rate of 97 





per cent. She said the government 
should open the legislation up, this 
time considering the reality of how 
these processes proceed and the role 
the public plays. 

"The board is obligated in law to 
consider the public interest; how can 
they reflect the public interest if they 
don't allow the public to be heard?” 

With the amount of time spent 
debating Bill 46 totaling five hours 
over the month-long session, Blake- 
man compared it to the debate on 
the equally controversial Bill 11 in 
2000. “We had hours and hours, 
days of debate in each stage, before 
they brought in closure. We had no 
debate before they brought in the 
closure and then they allow us five 
minutes to follow process.” 

“It really shows a government 
prepared to use the tools of the leg- 
islature against even a small opposi- 
tion," agreed NDP MLA Ray Martin. 


WHILE THE CONTROVERSY surround- 
ing Bill 46 dominated the session, 
Blakeman charged that several other 
bills called into question the govern- 
ment’s commitment to public con- 
sultation. 

She said that Bill 38 is the only 
public debate the new Trade, 
Investment and Labour Mobility 
Agreement between Alberta and BC 
will see under the dome. Passed on 
the night of Dec 4, this is the first 
time the new agreement has seen 
open legislative debate. The bill will 
open the government up to fines of 
up to $5 million if it is found by a 
disputes resolution panel to be in 
violation of the inter-provincial 
trade agreement that came into 
effect this past spring. 

“Something that has huge impli- 
cations for public policy and how 
municipal governments design the 
world we all live in was allowed very 
little debate,” Blakeman said. 

The NDP’s Martin said the major 
failing of the government in the fall 
session was its refusal to bring the 
issue of the new provincial royalty 
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regime into the legislature, calling it 
a failure in directing Alberta’s future. 

“We have the lowest royalty rates 
in the world. And they set up a 
panel with their own business peo- 
ple. They admit it was a compro- 
mise and a minimum we should be 
going for,” he said. 

Blakeman agreed, saying the gov- 
ernment should have brought in a 
motion to the legislature to at least 
allow for an open debate on the 
issue. “This government likes to pre- 
tend they consult the public, all the 
while making sure that they don’t. 
All those summits and roundtables 
was about making people feel like 
they'd been consulted.” 

She also saw evidence of this atti- 
tude in Bill 41, the Health Professions 
Statutes Amendment Act, which will 
allow the health minister new pow- 
ers in the regulation of health pro- 
fessions. 

“That really upset the health pro- 
fession, and it should because it has 
crossed the line of self regulation,” 
Blakeman said. “And if the govern- 
ment’s willing to do that to the 
health professionals then what does 
it mean for the other professionals?” 

Both Blakeman and Martin said 
that the final session of the sitting, 
which ran for a record 22 hours and 
saw passage of a range of legislation 
during the gruelling final push, was 
indicative of the overall disorganiza- 
tion of the session. 

“At the end, not only were we 
dealing with Bill 46, but 14 other 
bills, including the changes to the 
health statutes act. Nobody likes 
debating night and day, but that’s the 
only tool the opposition has,” said 
Martin, who speculated that the rush 
to get the bills through was an indi- 
cation the government may be 
preparing to head to the polls early 
in the new year. 

“We can speculate they want the 
controversial bills out before a 
spring election,” he said. 

Blakeman said she believes the 
lack of debate on substantive issues 
related to the breakneck pace of 
development during the session 
shows the Stelmach government is 
out of touch. “We've lost the balance 
between development and people. I 
think that’s a sign of a government 
that’s lost its way.” ¥ 
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Despite changes, Bill 46 
still tramples on rights 


JOE ANGLIN / Killbill46.ca 

After twice invoking closure on the new 
Alberta Utilities Commission Act (also 
known as Bill 46 or AUC), the Stelmach 
government limited debate on one of the 
most important and contentious issues 
in the province of Alberta during the fall 
sitting of the legislature, and passed the 
contentious Bill at 3am on Dec 5, 2007. 

For property owners across the 
province, the (Alberta Utilities Commission 
Act) empowers the new commission, 
under Sec 24(1), to make any decision or 
issue any order without giving public 
notice and without holding a hearing for 
any reason deemed sufficient by the com- 
mission. In summary, property owners 
have lost the right of notification and the 
right to a hearing even when they are 
directly and adversely affected by an ener- 
gy project. Notification of, and access to, a 
hearing is now relegated to the status of a 
privilege, not a right. It is a privilege that 
the new commission can revoke at any- 
time, for any reason. This correlates to a 
significant loss of a fundamental right of 
due process of law for all property owners 
in the province. 

In an effort to convince the public of 
the merits of Bill 46, the government has 
undertaken a $26 000 advertising cam- 
paign to promote the act. Unfortunately 
much of the information disseminated in 
the campaign is simply not true. For exam- 
ple, the government's advertisements 
state that directly affected landowners 
must be notified and a hearing must be 
held if just one affected landowner asks 
for hearing. In contrast, or in truth, the act 
states under Sec 9(3\(b), the commission 
is not required to hold a hearing where 
the commission is satisfied that the appli- 
cant has met the relevant commission 
rules respecting each owner of land that 
may be directly and adversely affected. 
No one knows what the rules are because 
the rules do not exist. The problem facing 
property owners is that the rules, once 
made, can and will supersede the act. 
This means the appointed, non-elected, 
commission can make rules behind closed 
doors, absent of any public knowledge or 
input, and effectively make new laws. 
This is absolutely undemocratic. 


BILL 46 gives the new commission powers 
greater than the Queen's Bench. First, the 
bill bestows the powers of the Queen’s 


Bench upon the commission and then j: 
exempts the commission from the rules o 
evidence, the Regulations Act and the Pyi- 
vacy Act. Some readers might remembe; 
the EUB was found to be in breach of 3 
number of violations of the Privacy Act as 
recently as September. Under the new leo- 
islation, as a Queen's Bench judge is obj 
gated to respect the rules of evidence anq 
the Privacy Act, the new commission wl 
not be burdened with such details 

MIAs supporting the passage of thie 
bill either did not read the bill or did pot 
comprehend the implications of how 
poorly the bill was constructed. (n add) 
tion to multiple landowner groups 
opposed to the bill, the city of Calgary 
the Industrial Power Consumers and 
Cogenerators Association (IPCCA), and 
the Industrial Power Producers Society of 
Alberta (IPPSA) all opposed the bill fo; 
various reasons. The significance of such 
a large cross-section being opposed to 
the legislation can only correlate into 
multiple lengthy and costly lawsuits ir 
the future as various interests seek court 
rulings to clarify the inconsistencies and 
conflicts embedded in the bill. 

For the Lavesta Area Group, we were 
denied our right in 2004 to be notified of 
a project that proposed to take our home: 
against our will. When we appealed to 
the EUB they ruled against us and denied 
us our right to a hearing. When we com 
plained, the EUB hired private-investiga 
tors to spy on us and then lied about ' 
after they were caught. When we we 
to the Alberta Court of Appeals, the judge 
agreed with our argument. In response to 
this court ruling, the Stelmach gover 
ment's solution was to make legal which 
was once illegal. No longer does anyone 
have a right to a hearing! 

| see a number of conflicts concerning 
constitutional issues and issues surround: 
ing the Alberta Bill of Rights. From 
property owner's perspective, not to melt 
tion that of industry, this bill may prove t 
be more of a hindrance to energy devel 
opment in the province than a help. v 


Joe Anglin is a Rimbey landowner al 
the vice-chair of the Lavesta Area Grou 
which represents Alberta farmers 2° 
landowners who have been oppos!) 
construction of a 500-kilovolt = ik 
transmission line between Edmontc 
and Calgary since 2004. 
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Ol’ Quasy was good for 640x480, now it’s only good for cancer 


INIT UVES 
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The last time | felt the heartbreak of 
obsolescence this keenly was back in the 
late ‘80s, when such wonders as the 
mighty Intel 486 processor and the VGA 
graphics standard finally left me and my 
poor old Tandy 1000 forever in the com- 
puter-game dustheap. For the next 20 
years consoles freed me from the 
upgrade treadmill of PC gaming, but the 
good times are over and I’m again 
painfully out of date: | have a standard- 
def TV, and it sucks. 

This is the “new TV,” too, the 32-inch 
Quasar | got from my parents about six 
years ago, replacing the 14-inch teen-bed- 
room model I'd had for ages. | always felt 
kind of street-level, you know, kind of 
“punk rock,” reviewing games on honest 





screens like this, pumping the bleeps, 
blorps, explosions and death-screams 
through plain ol’ TV speakers rather than 
some kind of elaborate home theatre 
setup. But ol’ Quasy and his chunky-ass 
fuzzy pixels just can’t cut it anymore; either 
| get on board the high-def train, or | die of 
squinting (it's medically possible; some- 
thing about sinus pressure) or face cancer. 

| have never had as close a relation- 
ship with pixels as | have right now, 
developed over dozens of hours of up- 
close-and-personal time with my CRT. 
Sure, when | was a little kid | used to 
thrill at “ruining my eyes” by getting right 
up there and checking out the reds, blues 
and greens that gave life to the Waltons, 
but that was a momentary diversion. Now 
| have my nose against the glass teat for 
hours on end, trying to tease meaning out 
of the blurred mishmash of five-point text 
in RPGs like Mass Effect, or to spot ene- 
mies lurking in the undisplayably lush 
environments of a graphics showcase like 
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The past four Oiler games reveal an odd 
pattern. Numerologists, feel free to 
explain. Pay attention: 4-2 loss to the 
Penguins. 4-3 loss to the Blues. 4-5 OT 
loss to the Stars. 5-4 shootout win over 
the Blues. Tuesday night also saw the 
return of the Oilers’ latest #44 (Sheldon 
Souray) return from injury. He missed 25 
games. You know, he could have missed 
24 just to tie this up neatly. But no. 


MY FATHER THE HERO—OR ZERO? Dur- 
ing Sidney Crosby (and hey, isn’t that 
Georges Laraque?) Night on Dec 5, Craig 
MacTavish had Robert Nilsson and Sam 
Gagner starting the game on a line 
together and he has kept the pair togeth- 
er-with some success for a few games 
since. No matter the linemate (Pisani and 
Brodziak have skated with the duo) | have 
taken to calling it the Nepotism Line. For 
those flipping through the column en 
route to the movie reviews (hi, by the 
way), Robert Nilsson is the son of former 
NHL player Kent Nilsson and Sam Gagner 
is the son of Dave Gagner. Both players 
had long and successful NHL careers but 
both players also played in Calgary for 
darker stretches of their careers. So if 
Nilsson and Gagner are playing well you 
can give some credit to their talented 
NHL dads. If they have bad games, you 
can chalk it up to them being the demon 
spawn of former (yuck) Calgary Flames 
Works either way. DY 


GOOD THINGS / BAD THINGS My apolo- 
gies to my co-writer David. I'm in the mid- 
dle of final exams and such, so | haven't 
really had time to really watch any hock- 
ey, never mind write much about it. I'm 
also in a much surlier mood than usual. 
So I'm going to just throw a bunch of 
stuff out there, some good, some bad, 


that have been amusing/bugging me over 
the last little while. Good: The Oiler’s 
powerplay has awoken from the dead; 
goals are being scored in bunches; the 
kids are still shining; the goalies are con- 
sistent; shootouts are a gimme; Horcoff’s 
a rock; Pisani, Pitkanen and Souray are 
back; Penner’s decided to play; the D is 
healing; the captain may play soon after 
missing over 100 regular season games; 
and the rink outside my house is flooded 
and ready to go. The Bad: Penalty-killing 
isn’t as automatic as it has been in the 
past; other teams are scoring in bunches 
as well; the Oi! can’t seem to win in regu- 
lation; Stoll and Torres need to become 
the leaders everyone expects them to be; 
and | have five finals in five days next 
week. How the Oilers fare over the next 
few weeks, with games against tough 
opponents like New Jersey and Detroit, 
could go a long way to defining how this 
season is going to pan out, as well as my 
general mood over the holidays. 1B 


BELOW PAR—OR STAR? So, when will 
Shawn Horcoff get any credit, respect or 
kudos in this city? | really tire of the 
debate that starts up every season as to 
whether Horcoff is a “legitimate first line 
centre” or not. Callers to the radio and 
bloggers call for Kevin Lowe to trade Horc 
every off-season. If your definition of a 
“legitimate first line centre” is an all-star 
like Daniel Briere or Olli Jokinen then Hor- 
coff probably doesn't measure up. But 
Horcoff does work his ass off nearly every 
game, kills penalties, contributes to the 
power play, shows leadership, has differ- 
ent coloured eyes and is riding a scoring 
and playmaking tear with 17 points in 12 
games from Nov 20 until Dec 11’s St Louis 
game—where Horcoff also had the 
shootout winner. And? As of Dec 11, Hor- 
coff ($3.6M salary, 29 years old) has 33 
points. Briere ($10M salary, 30 years old) 
has 32 points. Jokinen ($5.25M salary, 29 
years old) has 31 points. Too bad Horcoff's 
not a legitimate first line centre, though. 
The Oilers are missing out—or are they? 


Uncharted. \'m right in there where the 
electrons meet the mask, my tired eyes 
struggling against the merciless limits of 
late-’90s knockoff Trinitron technology, 
tight where the inverse-square law tells 
us the TV cancer rays are juiciest. 

Maybe | can get a prescription or 
something—LCD flat-panels as preven- 
tive medicine, or at the very least occupa- 
tional safety gear. But while | wait for the 
government to pass the Assured Televi- 
sions for the Severely Broke act, there's 
always the refuge of the time tunnel giv- 
ing my eyes a restful little holiday by jour- 
neying back to the bygone age when 
entire universes fit within a 640x480 grid. 
And wouldn't you know it; just as my 
obsolescence-depression was hitting rock 
bottom as | watched Quasy strain in his 
grainy way to show me the PS3-powered 
wonders of Uncharted, Sony made Wild 
Arms available for download. 


OH, GOD, that feels good! Big, classy 


ana%ytlower 
com 
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PlayStation fonts you can read from 
across the room. Gorgeous map graph- 
ics steeped in the traditions of the 
SNES Golden Age. Character sprites 
expressing real personality in two- 
dozen pixels. 3-D battle graphics so 


“coarse you could scour concrete with 


them. | can lean back into what's left of 
my beanbag chair—the sack of beans 
draped over an old vinyl-upholstered 
record chest, a folded-up army jacket 
padding my ass—with my face well out 
of genetic-damage rays, let the inim- 
itably tinny strains of Japanese RPG 
music wash over me, soak in the won- 
ders of 1997. Deep Blue's kicked Kas- 
parov’s ass, Clinton's into his second 
term, all is right with the world ... 

Ten hours later. Man, this is a (mostly) 
fantastic game. What's really getting me 
is the reminder of how much gut-punch 
drama could be drawn out of these archa- 
ic pixels; in two days of play, I’ve cried 
once (I'm desperately sentimental when it 


comes to tragedies involving children. 
balloons) and said “Holy shit” out loud 
three times, not because of some techni. 
cal wizardry but because of plot intensit, 
'm remembering the visual storytelling 
style that developed from the form’s \im; 
tations, the puppet-mastery that manipy 
lated two-dimensional sprites with dots 
for eyes and accomplished routinely what 
fully-rendered 3-D motion-capture wit} 
full professional voice dubbing struggles 
to do occasionally. i 

Meanwhile, back in the 21st century, 
Wild Arms is a hopelessly dated relic: the 
price of admission to that wonderfy| 
moving puppet-show is an endless 
tedious grind through random encounte; 
after random encounter. That's a game 
play mode! that has never been anyt ling 
but excruciating, and I’m glad it's dead: 
we do things in real-time now, and that’s 
great. | just wish | didn’t have to fork ove; 
for a new TV in order to continue to be 3 
cancer-free part of it... w 
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SAVE $80 





Visit a Virgin Mobile Mini Store, virginmobile.ca or call 1-877-662-2624. 


mini Edmonton Edmonton Edmonton Calgary Calgary Calgary Calgary Edmonton Calgary Edmonton 
Edmonton City Kingsway West Marlborough Mall Northland Village + Sunridge Mall Deerfoot Londonderry Market Mall Bonnie Doone 
= Centre Garden Mall Edmonton Mail 403-248-6034 Shopping Centre 403-280-8609 Outlet Mali 780-472-4109 403-247-3525 Shopping Centre 
780-474-8153 780-484-5089 403-247-9028 403-295-7892 





WALMART (BEAT am = {ffbooth 


Taxes extra. Phone availability varies by jocation. Retailers may sell for less. “Virgin Mobile” and the Virgin Mobile logo are trade-marks of Virgin Enterprises Lid and used under license by Virgin Mobile Canada. 
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Don’t settle for artificial Flavours 





JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 
Cs con shopping doesn’t 
seem complete until I've made 
my annual sojourn down 
Whyte Avenue. The bustling crowds, 
festive lights and eclectic shops evoke 
welcome nostalgic memories and 
yield unique treasures. But, inevitably, 
tired feet and frayed nerves emerge. 

Admittedly, my friends and | didn’t 
pick the best night to shop. It was a 
Friday night and, while Whyte is busy 
any time during the Christmas season, 
it gets positively frenzied on week- 
ends. A -20 degree wind chill didn’t 
help. Dashing between shops to keep 
warm, trying to contain flying pack- 
ages and bumping into other shop- 
pers began to seem-rather unfestive. 

Just as my holiday cheer was 
threatening to take off like Santa’s 
reindeer, one of my friends suggested 
we escape into the warm confines of 
one of the many coffee shops gracing 
the neighbourhood. Enroute, we 
passed Flavours Modern Bistro. 
Through the large windows, we could 
see warm candles flickering on the 
tables, lucky patrons chatting leisurely 
and the inviting glow of a shimmering 
fireplace. In unison, we made a quick 
right turn, through the outer door and 
into the bistro. 

Immediately, my Grinchy feelings 
began to wane. A huge poinsettia 
greeted us, its crimson hues perfectly 
complementing the dark wooden 
floors, bistro tables and brick walls. 
Sparkling lights descended from the 
ceiling, twinkling like stars in a mid- 
night sky. The room itself was long 


| NTL 9'30 PM WEEKDAYS, 10:30PM WEEKENDS 
FLAVOURS MODERN 


BISTRO 
HO354- 62 AEHUE 
478604 


BISTR 


and narrow, but mirrors covering the 
lower half of one wall made it feel 
spacious yet cozy. 

As it was still early, only a few 
tables were occupied. We were quick- 
ly greeted and in no time had settled 
at a comfortable round table. 


WE REQUESTED dessert menus and 
conversation abated while we 
scanned the drink list on the back. 
Warm drinks are one of my comfort 
foods and I needed something to relax 
me before I could fully immerse 
myself in the indulgent oasis of 
dessert. The original plan was to 
order a latte but | couldn't resist the 
blueberry tea ($6.50). My friends were 
a bit less risqué in their choices: two 
hot chocolates and a cappuccino 
($3.50 each) were also requested. 
After drinks, I could focus on 
dessert. Seven offerings ranged in 


price from six to seven dollars: Apple . 


berry crumble ($7) leaped from the 
page and I knew I didn’t have to read 
any further. Out of curiousity and 
journalistic integrity, I glanced at the 
rest. As tempting and decadent as 
everything else sounded, my stomach 
was not to be swayed. 

Everyone else had different 
thoughts on what constitutes an ideal 
dessert: a triple-chocolate bread pud- 


FOOD & SPORTS... 


wrapped around steaming mugs and 
conversation flowed once again. 

The whipped cream quickly disap- 
peared off the rich hot chocolates. 


ding ($7), cheesecake with mango 
and raspberry sauce ($7) and flourless 
chocolate cake ($7) were selected as 
contenders. Drinks came, hands were 













While the cappuccino had the righ! 
balance of espresso and milk, it was 
n't very hot or very full. My bluebery 


A 


tea was definitely a better choice 4 


NOW HIRING 


ALL POSITIONS 


INQUIRE WITHIN 


It’s Win-Win! 


DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 
HAPPY HOUR 47 


MOLSON NIGHT ON FRIDAYS 


KARAOKE NIGHT 
ON SATURDAYS 







www.langanoskies.co 


9920-82 Ave 
£52-335+ 


GREAT FOOD, GREAT FUN! 
Fort Saskatchewan 


Lakeview Inn & Suites 
10115-88th Ave | P: 998-7888 














14 \wEWweEEKRY DEL 19- DEC 19, 2007 DISH 










aroma floated in the air as 
ea mingled with the 
Grand Marnier, erasing 
at had encroached on 
e hot, fiery liquid slid 
throat. I sank back in my 
d smiled. 
prinks were half done and bodies 
were relaxed when desserts 
appeared. Being surrounded by 
pees, fanatics has it benefits: sam- 
pling everything is part of the fun. 
pe flashed, chunks were stabbed 
and sauces were mopped. 


THE CHEESECAKE and the bread pud- 
ding found their way to our table first. 
poth were presented with flourishes 
on large, square white plates. The 
huge portions of bread pudding were 
studded with oozing chocolate and 
covered with a thick, rich caramel 
drizzle. The warm chocolate and 
caramel melded decadently in my 
mouth, like a Callebaut chocolate. 

As impressive as the bread pudding 
looked, the cheesecake really cap- 





tured my gaze. Instead of the stan- 
dard wedge, a miniature round 
cheesecake was drizzled with mango 
and raspberry sauce. Mounds of 
whipped cream and a small mint leaf 
finished the presentation. It was rich, 
creamy and luscious; the sauces 
helped cut the richness while height- 
ening the flavour. 

Before I could regret not possessing 
that cheesecake, the last two desserts 
appeared. The flourless chocolate 
cake was a mound of dense, dark 
chocolate, drizzled with a vibrant 
raspberry sauce. Nestled around it 
were mounds of vanilla and raspberry 
ice cream under a touch of whipped 
cream. It disappeared rather quickly. 

My apple berry crumble was a sub- 
stantial medley of pink-tinged fruit, 
topped with crumbs of buttery short- 
bread. I brought a bite to my mouth, 
only to be taken aback. It was fridge 
cold. It may be just my obsession, but 
crumbles need to be warm. Cold crum- 
ble does not mesh with cold ice cream. 

1 summoned the waitress and she 


Club Du Soleil 

Beverly Heights Community League 
Hall, 4209 - 111 Avenue, 993.1175 
Edmonton's Premiere Singles Club hosts 
a buffet dinner with music by the 
Northern Kings and a light lunch. $50 
(members}/$60 {non-members} 


Four Rooms 
137 Edmonton City Centre East, 
426.4767 


‘Dinner with Mobius and a San Francisco- 


themed, five-course dinner including 
Napa Valley wines. $100 









took it away to be heated. Its reap- 
pearance was preceded by the heav- 
enly aroma of warm fruit and buttery 
shortbread. My second bite was much 
more satisfying. Bites of mild apples, 
tart raspberries and sweet strawber- 
ries were laced with the buttery crum- 
ble. The fruit’s acidity was mellowed 
by the richness of the ice cream and 
the soft interior contrasted with the 
topping’s sugar crunch. Warming had 
elevated it from dull to sensational. 

The atmosphere in the bistro had 
gradually changed from sedate to 
more boisterous. The tables were 
filled by the time we had savoured the 
last crumb. Warmed, satiated and 
refreshed, we were ready to brave the 
crowds once again. We paid our 
$47.70 bill and, buoyed on by a wel- 
come sugar rush, pushed once more 
into the chill night air. 

Try resting your feet and soothing 
your nerves at something other than 
the standard coffee shop. Flavours is 
a unique treasure where you can 
relax, indulge and enjoy. v 


TUESDAY NIGHTS 


CELTIC JAM: 


JAM SESSION AT 9:30PM PLUS IRISH DANCERS AT 11 
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 


CHRIS WUNTERS 


0 Rl TRACTOR PLUS GUESTS + 9:30PM * NO COVER 
SATURDAY AFTERNOONS WITH 


CHRIS WINTERS &¢GUESTS 


SPEND YOUR SATURDAY AFTERNOONS WITH US > 2PM 


SUNDAY NIGHTS 


OPEN STAGE“ JOE BIRD 


" THURSDAY DECEMBER = 
OBYRMNES ANNUAL a Nua 


ay ton 


AanS Sadat Gndemaeesmasens 


on ue HAPPY HOUR 
“a AMT THE MUSIC OF 
MCKEEVERS CROSSING 
4-8 PM THIS FRI 
10616-82 AVE. 414-6766 
WWW.OBYRIES.COMm 

















THE EPICURE FOR THE HOLIDAY BLUES 
Get away to the EPiCurean Food & Wine 
Festival at the Fairmont Jasper Park 
Lodge from Feb 1 - 3, 2008. Packages 
start from $699 per person for two nights. 
Gorge on five meals, cooking and tasting 
sessions and an evening gala. Enter at 
deVine for a free draw for two to attend 
EPiCurean 2008. Check the website at 
devinewines.com for a series of free tast- 
ings held at the store during December. 








O-V-ER-TelsMeE 
BROILER @ TAPROOM 


This week check out 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town, Got an event, 
an announcement or some substantiated 
gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com or 
fax 426.2889. 


ALL THE ACTION! 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 13 = VS DETROIT RED WINGS 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 15 © VS VANCOUVER CANUCKS 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 18 = V5 DALLAS STARS 


oT THURSDAY NIGHT NEL 


BRONGOS VS. TEXANS 


] | NEW YEARS TIGKETS 


ON SALE THIS WEEKEND! 


DOWNTOWN -GALL429 1643 FOR INFO > SOUTHSIDE -CALL 485 1717 FOR INFO 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 20 
OVERTIME DOWNTOWN XMAS CUSTOMER APPRECIATION PARTY! 







FOOD AND FESTIVE ORINKS FOR ALL DUR CUSTOMERS! MORE DETAILS SOON! 


(0204-111 ST WAITEMUD CROSSING 


A))-1042 | 4Q0-I/17 
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Lunch Delights! 


Say cheese to 
delightful meal & 


snack options. 


Come & try our 
_ wide range of fresh 


Crestwood: 9680 142nd St, Edmonton 
GOA Gateway Village: 2 Hebert Rd, St. Albert 
Lakeland Ridge: 550 Baseline Rd, Sherwood Park 


an 4 ARE = = ' 
ee Westgate: 10058 | 70th Street. Edmonton 


a oon ae. 


CHECK OUT SUR 


HOLIDAY MENU 


ge 


Our Java lattea has gotten nuttler with 
a dangerously delicious touch of nog. 


ESSENCE 
organic 
tea bar 


sent ive capened Inokie these santhles bares. 
Share and enjoy up to eigtit cups of each varlery. 
Available in Organic, Botanical and Green Varleteas. 


10011-102 Ave. (near Churchill Square, south of City Centre Mall) 








Can party planning pressure 
justify the crime? 


E-INVITATION 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christopher@vueweokly.com 


Entered into the court documents as 
Exhibit F, the following emails were 
taken from the Outbox of Christopher 
Thrall, following the night of his ram- 
page. This series of e-mails sheds new 
light on the events that transpired that 
night. 

Sgt Dave Fulsom 






Great Walian Dining vince 1991 
8715 - 109 ST. 439°38466 


fiorecantina.com 
ore 


oe ES 


Wouday & “luceday 


ttl Feature Pastare 


=~, 


Gruuch 


$4.99 Greakjast 
Gam uate (lam 


Brunch sewed until Som 









only $7.99 










27-DEC-O7, 19:30 c 
TO:ALL Your New Year's party planner 
SUBJECT: NEW YEAR'S EVE BASH 


Hi, everyone! Now that the madness —_2S-DEC-07, 05:18 

of the family Christmas season has __TO:All 

(mostly) passed, let’s firm up plans for SUBJECT: FWD: RE: NEW YEAR'S EVE BASH 
Y2k8. We said tapas and drinks, then 
dancing. What do we say to Sapphire 
at 9 pm, then Bar Wild’s $20 Kokanee 
Glacier Party? Despite the sometimes 
violently intoxicated patrons, Whyte’s 
hoppin’. Get back to me ASAP. 


So, Leona can’t make it to Whyte anc 
Wes fears for his car. They woulc 
rather head downtown. How is Sued: 
for early seating nibblies by 6 pm 
then An Affair to Remember for $14 ! 


Professional Wine 
Education for all Levels 


Wine and Spirit Education Trust (WSET) —— 


Come experience The Art Institute’s comprehensive 
range of highly practical and exciting wine 
education programs, satisfying the needs of 

the novice and enthusiast through to 

stimulating studies for the expert and 

professional sommelier. 


Wine and Spirit Education 
Trust (WSET). WSET is 


+} widely referred to as 


the “Gold Standard” in 
global wine 
education 


Classes start in 
JANUARY! 


THE INTERNATIONAL 
CULINARY SCHOOL” 


ai The Art insticute of Vancouver 


for information or to register cal! 


1.800.667.7288 


www.winecollege.ca 
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the Roost before the place folds? 1 

it go the way of the Bronx, 

but they 1 might do something great 

the building. (Or, of course, it 
yori 


Cc 
your New Year's party planner 
O-OEC-07, 13:35 

TO:ALL 

SUBJECT: WEW YEAR'S EVE BASH—REVISED 


This is like herding cats. Tarq wants 
to commit to just one spot for the 
night and he’s raving about Dante’s 
Last Night of Sin. I’m interested in 
Hulbert's “Murder at the Juice Joint” 
1920s party. Are we up for that, or do 
we want to grab a table somewhere? 
I'm sure we could land at one of the 
Koutoukis easily enough. Diamonds is 
right across from the south side loca- 
tion or there’s Latin or jazz at the 
Delta down there—think about it. 

West end, downtown or nekkid 
girls on the south side? Drop me a 
note tonight. 


c 
Your annoyed, but eternally opti- 
mistic, party planner 


JOGO, 07:0 
T0;ALL 
SUBJEDT: RE: MEW YEAR'S EVE BASH—AEVISED 


All right—Mr and Mrs Simons need to 
stay close to home, since their 
babysitter folded. They'll take turns 
out and in with the girls. (We get Jeri 
for the countdown—they promised!) 
So it's Sherwood Park. Sorry, Matt. 
Sorry, Targ. 

Yee haw! The Palomino is running 
a country and western shindig for 
$12. It includes “Party Hats, Cham- 
pagne, Noise Makers.” How can we 
go wrong? Otherwise, Caffrey’s for the 
irish Pub feel or Spartan Greek Taver- 
na. | don’t think there’s much for 
dancing out there. 


Your Party Planner, Starting to Regret 
ft 


SHOE, 1045 
TOALL 
SUHUEET: RE RE WEW YEAR'S EVE BASH—AEVISED 


OK, the Palomino has tickets set aside 
for us, but Evan and Stacey opted for 
one of the Hudson‘s $20 Cabin Par- 
fies. Targ’s going to Dante's and Matt 
Says it’s too far to drive for line danc- 
ing. (it's two steppin’, dammit!) Miles 
and Winnie will see if they can swing 
by, but they really want to hit the 
Roxy's Vaudevillian New Year's for 
$35. They'll pick up tickets at the door 
if they show up. 





r 


Hatha <— Ashtanga 


Let's aim for 9 pm. If you want to 
meet for a bite to eat, we'll be at Taste 
of India at 6:30 pm. Let me know if! 
should reserve more seats. 


Cc 


There's a light at the end of the party- 
planning tunnel 


a ihe 13:20 
MR AE: RE: RE: NEWYEAR'S EVE BASH—REVISEO 


Miles and Winnie are out, as are 
Cassie and Philip (the $60 Comic Strip 
do in WEM). That leaves six, if we 
count Jeri and Mike as two. Do you 
still want to do this? We can take the 
girls to Broadmoor Lake for sledding, 
hay rides and a bonfire before 8 pm 
fireworks and my mom will have a 
toast at midnight. Let me know. 


Cc 
The light at the end of the party-plan- 
ning tunnel was an oncoming train 


31-Dec-07, 15:53. 
To: All 
Subject: New Year's 


FOR THE LAST TIME, NO! Nobody 
can come to my mom’s place for New 
Year's! It’s her, her husband and us if 
our plans fall through. Ignore Matt’s 
e-mail with their address. 

Indian, Palomino—in or out? 


Cc 
Getting pissed with party planning 


ALDEC-O7, 1705 
TO:ALL 
SUBJECT: SCREW THIS 


This isn’t going to work. I cancelled 
our tix and I'll just go to my mom’s to 
chill out. Happy New Year. I'll call 
most of you around midnight—have 
fun with everything you're doing. 


c 
Plan your own damn night next year 


The events on New Year's Eve, which 
took place at his mother’s house in 
Sherwood Park, clearly show that the 
Defendant was driven over the edge by 
his efforts to organize a party. When his 
group of friends came by the Sherwood 
Park residence around 10 pm, Christo- 
pher Thrall allegedly “snapped” and 
defended the premises with a paintball 
gun. The result was an eight-hour 
melee of paintball and booby trapping 
that resulted in thousands of dollars in 
vandalism, eighteen counts of disturb- 
ing the peace and a terrifying paintball 
assault on an early-morning jogger. 

The Defendant swears that he was 
provoked and refuses to identify the 


other participants. ¥ 





12039 — 127 street 


www.edmontanyogestudio.com 


tel 451.8131 





The finest standards of service and 
cusine await. From our succulent Prime 
Rib to our Ghef’s famous Baby Back Ribs, 
we ensure you enjoy the very best! 
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brands of 
beer! 


Wine Tasting 
every Wednesday 


from 4 til 8 pm 
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MONDAY 


SOTTLES 


TUESDAY 
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An unhappy New Year’s Day (ouch, not so loud ...) 


ERIN MIKALUK / erin@vueweekly.com 

blast of light like a 1000-watt 
A sears into my skull and I 

Slam my eyes shut. My mouth 
feels like I’ve just sucked a lemon 
which has made off with my saliva, 
my tongue is furry and although I’m 
lying still, the room is making slow 
rotations. Perhaps I'll vomit? Why yes, 
I will. 

1 wonder briefly about the flu, then 
the night before slowly comes back 
to me. Maybe, just maybe, my lousy 
state might have something to do 
with the bottle of wine. The three 
Molson Canadians were probably 
OK, though some birthday shot 
called a Dirty Condom was down- 
right suspect. “Drink this,” my hus- 
band says as he hands me a frothy 
glass of yellowish mush. His face is a 
perfect mask of concern. “It’s a 
banana, milk and honey shake. It will 
make you feel better.” 

Yeah, right. I doubt anything short 
of a bullet will cure this hangover. At 
this time of year, though, everybody’s 
a hangover expert. From pickle juice 
to “hair of the dog,” everyone has 
something that they swear by—and 
thank the gods, because as long as 
there are festive parties with free- 
flowing beer, wine and spiked egg 
nog, there will be hangovers during 
the holidays. 

In preparation for what was sure to 
be my next wild night on New Year’s 
Eve, | decided to do some research on 


WWW 


11361 Jasper 


For re 


2 |MORNING AFTER 


remedies that might help ease my ills. 
Luckily, there are foods and drinks 
that can help restore your vitamins, 
lift your spirits (no, not that kind of 
spirits) and get you on your way to a 
speedy recovery. It’s not based on sci- 
ence and there is no one-size-fits-all 
cure to a hangover, but there are 
some good places to start. 


1 BANANAS—the sweet and simple 
banana is a great way to re-inject lost 
electrolytes, while at the same time 
replenishing depleted potassium lev- 
els. If you're feeling nauseated, a tasty 
way to get the banana down is 
through a milkshake. Take three 
bananas, pour in some milk and 
honey, blend it all until it’s all nice 
and smooth and gulp it down. The 
combination will help sooth and settle 
your stomach, calm your nerves and 
ultimately relieve that splitting 
headache. 


2 SPORTS DRINKS—partiers.com her- 
alds Gatorade as “a heaven-sent for a 
hangover,” claiming that the tasty 
beverage will help re-hydrate and 
replenish the nutrients lost during 
your binge. The benefit to this 
approach is that a sports drink is easy 
to swallow when your stomach is 
screaming to be left alone. 


+ 
L 


Ave. 


ervations Cail 


488-0984 





3 EGGS—1 know. The last thing you 
want to see at that point is a runny or 
scrambled egg. However, eating eggs 
the morning after provides energy and 
contains large amounts of cysteine, a 
substance that reportedly breaks 
down hangover-causing toxins. Sim- 
ply put, eggs can help mop up the left- 
over poison in your system. 


4 TOAST WITH HONEY—no matter 
how crappy I feel, I always seem to be 
able to choke down a piece of bread. 
The bread helps to neutralize stomach 
acid, while the honey contains simple 
sugars which will help process the 
alcohol more quickly. 


5 HAIR OF THE DOG—a classic hang- 
over remedy—just drink more! Sure, it 
might help satisfy your body's alcohol 
withdrawal, but a word of warning: 
this “remedy” may provide temporary 
relief, but the hangover will hit just as 
hard (if not harder) later in the day. 


6 SALTY SNACK FOODS—saat is said 
to help absorb things quicker, includ- 
ing alcohol. And potato chips are just 
dam yummy. 


7 FRUIT JUICE—juices, especially 
freshly squeezed orange juice, will 
help raise blood sugar levels and ease 
some hangover symptoms. However, 
if you’re stomach is really bothering 
you, you'd be better off skipping the 





more acidic juices (like orange juice) 
and sticking with something like 
apple juice instead. 


8 COLD PIZZA—maybe it's the bread, 


maybe it’s the cheese, but it jus; 
seems to work! 


9 CHOCOLATE MILK—the favou, 
helps mask that nasty “did | try to 
mop the floor with my tongue?” taste 
Chocolate milk also offers a re 
stomach coating and restores some , 
the vitamins now woefully lacking 


10 PICKLES AND THEIR JUICE— 5,2, 
taste awful, but it seems to work fo; 
those who praise the power of the 
pickle online. Pickles and pickle juic 

popped up time and time again during 
my research as a sure-fire way to cur; 

a hangover. With that much attention 
I'd say they're definitely worth a try! , 


From all this, the ultimate hangove, 
cure emerges: a cold pickle, banana 
and egg pizza spread with honey 
sprinkled with saltine crackers and 
washed down with a concoction vo} 
Gatorade, orange juice, chocolat 
milk and a shot of gin. Not exactly my 
idea of a heavenly meal consumed 
the morning after. 

One last strategy for you to consid 
er in preparation for New Years: drin} 
less and guzzle lots of water before 
sleep—they may be the only real ways 
to minimize a hangover. v 





Edmonton City Centre — 
102 Ave. & 100A St. 
426-4RMS (4767) 


THU - DEC.13 


New 
fall menu 
available 

now! 
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JASON FOSTER / greathead@vueweekly.com 
The clock ticks toward midnight. You put 
your arm around your sweetie and count 
awn the final seconds of 2007. When the 
moment comes, you cry “Happy New Year,” 
‘iss and pop open a bottle of ... beer. 
Yes, beer. Bear with me. Champagne 
has become so ubiquitous that it’s boring 
ind flaccid as a celebratory drink. 
Jesides, does anyone really enjoy the 
ste of champagne? 
Break free of tedious traditions. In the 
orld of brewing, there are beers that 
an meet the challenge of the New Year's 
st. | can suggest three of them that 
an not only replace midnight cham- 
bagne, but will actually improve upon it in 
avour, complexity and festiveness. 
The perfect celebratory beer is called 
5. {twill be the most unusual beer 
iu have ever tasted. It is called “the 
hampagne of beers” for a reason. Offi- 
Jally, it is a beer style called Brut de 
Janders, but as it was the first of omy 
10 commercial examples, it is really a 
e all its own. 
Deus is the result of an intricate and 
plex brewing process. It begins life as 
traditional strong Belgian ale. The beer is 
oitied in champagne-like bottles and then 
ipped to France where the bottles are 
jelully rotated, turned upside down and 
men. The brewers then uncork the frozen 
ottle to extract a plug of yeast sediment 
afid re-Cork it. This process produces a beer 
unparalleled brightness and clarity. 
Deus js meant to be served very cold, at 
0 to four degrees Celsius. It pours with 
‘explosion of bubbles, and develops into 
ively medium-gold beer with a raucous 
fe head. The aroma is intoxicating and 
mplex. | detect apple, pear, clove, honey 
Ha little vanilla, with a background of an 
arty mustiness. The taste is sweet, but 
Imirably light. Fruit and malt are up front, 
some soft spices of clove and corian- 
farther back in the mouth, 
The very high carbonation gives the 
er a prickly quality, much like cham- 
me It 'S generous yet not aggressive. 
: 1 w '8 quite delicate despite is heft. 
a fooled, though: it is 11.3 per cent 
* - The 750mj bottle costs $25, but it 
4 yee ie of brewing, and costs no 
= “ant some champagnes. Trust me, 
SEI more complexity and richness 
™ Ueus than any bubbly white wine. 


Sing ‘Auld Lang Stein’ 
his New Year 


THE SECOND CELEBRATORY BEER isn’t 
really a beer, | admit, but it is a close rela- 
tive. Local brewer Alley Kat's latest Christ- 
mas offering is a spiced mead—something 
of a honey beer. It, too, comes in an over- 
sized bottle (650ml), but at a much more 
wallet-friendly price tag of $6.99. 

Mead is designed for celebration. 
Sharp, exotic and satisfying, it fits well 
with special occasions. Alley Kat's Decem- 
ber mead is spiced with cinnamon and 
apple. It is a dark yellow with the subtlest 
of pink hues and its aroma is perfumy with 
clear notes of apple and cinnamon. It 
tastes sweet, with a pleasant spicy sharp- 
ness. The cinnamon is muted in the 
flavour, but the apple comes through, 
accented by a general sweetness. The 
honey is quite mellow in this year’s ver- 
sion, but it retains a distinct holiday per- 
sona. It is a clever and adventurous 
departure from traditional holiday fare. 

Finally, how about a beer that you can 
drink every New Year and track its 
progress? There are some beers with 
enough strength and durability that they 
behave somewhat like red wine: they can 
be cellared and improve with age. They 
are often called barley wine, and yet they 
remain 100 per cent beer. 

My favourite beer of all time is finally 
available in Edmonton. It is called 
Thomas Hardy's Ale and it is so rare they 
number every bottle. They brew it once a 
year and it is of such quality that it can 
age for 20 years and keep getting better. 
The high alcohol (11 per cent) helps pre- 
serve it. The 2005 vintage is now avail- 
able at Sherbrooke Liquor Store. 

The beer is a deep reddish-copper with 
an impressive, off-white head. It has a 
huge aroma of dark fruit, caramel and tof- 
fee. The taste begins sharply—almost 
sour—but is quickly balanced with a big 
caramel sweetness and distinct raisin 
and plum fruitiness. In the background 
lurks a soft sherry note, which will grow 
with time. The beer finishes sweet, but 
with a pleasant alcohol warming to round 
out the sip. This is a beer to be lingered 
over and savoured. 

Your mission: buy six bottles of Thomas 
Hardy's Ale. At $6.75 for a 250ml bottle, 
such is the price for perfection. Open one 
each New Year's Eve for the next five 
years. Not only can you celebrate the New 
Year with a superb beer, you can also take 
note of its maturation. Save the sixth bot- 
tle for 15 years from now. 

Once you try these celebratory beers, 
you will never go back to champagne. 
Happy New Beer! w 
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This holiday season... 


In partnership with the Salvation Army, Denny's would like to help 
you help those in need. Between December 1 and December 24, you will 
receive a 20% off coupon if you bring in a new, unwrapped toy to any 
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Denny’s restaurant. Let’s make this Christmas special for everyone! 
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ince moving to a ski town, I've 
S= a couple promises to 

myself. One is to get in as many 
days on the hill as possible. Another is 
to continually challenge myself when 
I'm there. So instead of sticking to 
cat-tracks, steering clear of the steep 
drop-offs in pursuit of easier blue 
runs, I would stop, peer over the edge 
of the steeps, pick a line and drop in. 
I'd force myself to listen to the crazy 
voice and subdue the voice of reason. 
While it’s true that voice can keep you 
safe, it can also keep you complacent. 

In the spirit of the crazy voice, I 
decided to indulge in a two-hour Ulti- 
mate Steeps lesson ($115) at Lake 
Louise. Even nuttier, though, was 
that I was doing this on my first day 
out and on brand new gear. “Nothin’ 
to it but to do it,” I like to say. 

The day was shaping up to be a 
beauty, however. Even though the 
overnight temperatures had hit 
somewhere around —30 C, the morn- 
ing promised some warmth with the 
sun coming up through clear skies. 
My partner-in-ski-bum-crime and I 
managed to get in a few cruiser runs 
to warm the legs up before our date 
with our ski instructor. Both Juniper 
and Wiwaxy had nice coverage, and 
l even managed to catch a few pow- 
der turns. 


I'LL ADMIT, | WAS nervous riding up 
the Top of the World chair on my way 
to the backside with the man who 
would compel me to confront my 
fears of bumpy steeps, but James was 
friendly and comforting. Barring large 
sheets of ice, I told him, I can get 





skier's left and cut across the top of 


down pretty much anything. Not 
gracefully and not without a few 
spills, but I can do it. 

Off Top of the World, James told me 
to make the traverse off the groomed 
Saddleback. I was to face my board to 


the runs that comprise the Wall and 
head over past Hourglass. 

“Your mother may have told you to 
keep your knees together,” James 
said, “but out here, on your board, 
keep your knees apart. That'll ensure 










Luxury at the Lake 


While there's nothing like coming back to your own home after a day at the hill, that just 
isn't a reality for most folks, which can make your addiction to snow sports even more 
expensive. If you shop around, though, you can generally find plenty of “ski-and-stay” 
offers at many hotels on or near the hill. 

Right now until the Christmas season at the Lake Louise Inn, for example, you can 
get a room with lift ticket for as little as $117 per person per night. With lift tickets 
alone being $72, that makes the whole affair lighter on the wallet. After New Years, 
prices drop even lower to as little as $104.50 per person. 

We were pleasantly surprised when we checked into our suite at the Inn. Not only 
was it pet-friendly, it was also cosy and had everything we needed, from a small 
kitchen to a Jacuzzi tub—perfect to relax sore muscles. 

The hotel has a wide variety of rooms—single room, suite, apartment-style— 
housed in five buildings, as well as a number of amenities, including two restau- 
rants, one lounge, an indoor pool, whirlpool and steam room. You can also let 
someone else do the driving if you're prone to working yourself too hard on the hill 
by taking advantage of the complimentary shuttle to and from the resort. w 
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/ 
you've got equal weight on each of 
your feet and better balance.” No 
problem, I thought, board like a 
tramp. 

While a few larger rocks peeked 
through, there was plenty of snow 
and the view of Whitehorn Bowl and 
Hector Ridge from up there was spec- 
tacular. | kept my knees apart and felt 
how much more comfortable the rid- 
ing was on my feet. When | took a 
right down the steeps, however, I took 
my first of several tumbles. No prob- 
lem, James said, just keep those knees 
apart and bent, and use your centre of 
gravity to see you through your turn. I 
soon discovered that my old gear— 
with boots too soft and board a bit too 
long—had left me with some nasty 
habits, which had also contributed to 
my fear of steeps. It was so much 
work to get the back end of the board 
out to slow me down that | often 
found myself afraid of initiating a turn 
because I'd have to face down a scary 
incline for what would feel like an 
eternity. My new board, however, did- 
n't require quite the same amount of 
work and after a few more pointers 
from James I was able to connect 
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more turns before | flailed. 

Next it was up Paradise chair to 
tackle Eagle Ridge and Paradise Bowl. 
We'd connect Fenceline Gully with 
Bankhead, and then get to the Heart. 
After a quick pep talk, it was time to 
attack. There was quite a bit more 
exposed rock here, but it certainly 
wasn’t prohibitive. The snow was 
plentiful enough and I even managed 
to get a few powder turns—and get 
bogged down in it. | was amazed, 
however, how a few simple pointers 
were able to increase my confidence 
enough to not hesitate too much 
when I had to face my board down 
the hill. James had already told me 
not to look downhill if 1 wasn’t facing 
downhill, but he also told me to count 
to three to get myself ready for every 
turn and doing that took away the 
trepidation of each turn. Instead of 
thinking “I’m not ready! I’m not 
ready!” the count gave me the 
moment to do it. I still wasn’t grace- 
ful, but at least I didn’t wobble and fall 
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after each and every turn. 

We finished off the lesson in ‘hv 
just-opened Larch area. While Larc! 
was full of large chunks, the sid’ 
were blessed powder. My legs al ("' 
point were exhausted, but pow 
gives such a floaty feeling thal | 
able to glide down with little troub! 
It was a perfect ending to the he! 
raising steeps. 


AFTERWARDS, HEADING BACK vo \« 
Lake Louise Inn, | could feel ©\ 
muscle in my body. Even the onc 
that hold up my head were worke® 
Our room's Jacuzzi tub got its ow 
workout soothing my aching bo°) 
and sleep came easily. We needed '° 
rest up for another day, this 0" 
shared with some old friends who 3" 
lucky enough to live in the area 

We caught a couple of runs belo" 
the pair arrived, checking out ho’ 
sore our legs were from the previc* 
day’s romp. While the day was 0V"! 
cast and the wind on the lift wes ° 
bit chilling, the weather was mild é 
the runs. We tried out Sunset Gu!!! 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 
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is an ongoing learning 
. You don’t surpass it the 
ment you perfect parallel 
_ or master heel edge carving. 
for beginners in Edmonton, initiating 
that curve at a local hill is much 
cheaper and easier than starting out 
jn the mountains. But even skilled 
vets can learn new skills or improve 
their chops locally. 

Case in point: freestyle riding. 
freestyle, with its jibbing gymnastics 
and aerial acrobatics, takes a different 
set of skills than big mountain riding. 


2/SNOW VALLEY 


it can be tough for even expert riders 
to make the adjustment. But a new 
beginner terrain park at Snow Valley 
Ski Club should help to change that 
for aspiring Jennifer Heils and Jean- 
Luc Brassards. 

“We want to make sure we have 
somewhere for kids to learn,” said 
Chad Michaud from SVSC. “I really 
like the idea of having smaller rails 
and letting people progress. It helps to 
get comfortable sliding on a box or 
rail before you get up to something 
three or four feet off the ground. It 
takes the intimidation factor away.” 

That's good news for the hard 
stomping set as well, Michaud 
explained. Separating novices from 
experts opens up more room for each 













to practice at their own level, instead 
of better riders having to wait for 
novices to clear out of the way. “It just 
segregates the two a little bit and 
keeps similarly skilled groups togeth- 
er,” Michaud said. 


Edmonton's Best Selection of Snowboards. 


Easy Rider 


Once conditions permit the plan is 
to set up the new park on Old Road, 
where a gentler slope will help begin- 
ners ease into the features. “Yeah, it’s 
mellow but also tons of fun. It's a 
really good slope to have it on 


4211-106 Street - 413-4554 


re ways to learn and burn with new beginner terrain park 











because you can get really creative 
We want to try to set up more of a 
continuous line rather than three or 
four features beside each other.” 
Learning has always been at the 
core of Snow Valley's philosophy. On 





weekdays, the parking lot is often filled 
with school buses, and on race nights 
and weekends kids in Spyder suits and 
protective padding zip up and d 





CONTINUES ON PAGE 26 
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Night Owl Pass 


Ride Cheap....Real Cheap! 


Get a Night Owl Season Pass and 
ride any weeknight all season long. 
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thru Friday... 


Ride all $99 
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Ski with your head, 
not your feet 


SKI TIPS 
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In the early season there are always a 
few extra hazards on the hills, so it’s a 
good time to think about safety. That 
doesn't mean you can’t take risks, but you 
should consider the consequences too. 

Skiing and snowboarding are no more 
dangerous than any other “high-energy” 
participation sport, according to the 
National Ski Areas Association. These 
sports carry an inherent risk; so does driv- 
ing a car. But | believe there are other fac- 
tors at play here. Some sports attract a 
different breed of personality, like fire eat- 
ing. No, that’s a bad example. Let’s use 
skateboarding. When you get a park full of 
testosterone-pumped, aggro adolescents 
together trying to outdo each other, the 
potential for injury increases. The reason 
for this is that these athletes are pushing 
the limits of their ability in a dangerous 
environment. Pushing the limit in any 
sport can be dangerous. Take hockey— 
ever have a goon the size of a Mack truck 
run you into the boards from behind? 

From this perspective, it follows that if 
you put a reckless skier on a mountain 
covered with trees and nice sharp rock 
outcroppings, you increase the risk of 
serious injury or death. Over the last 10 
years an average of 37 people have died 
skiing and snowboarding per year in the 
United States. There is an even split 
between skiers and snowboarders but 
there are way more skier visits, so pro- 
portionally more snowboarders are dying. 


THAT SHOULD GIVE some pause for 
thought, but don’t let it scare you away 
from the hills. To put it into perspective 
it’s only 0.40 deaths per million 
Compare that average with a few 

ent sports. In 2005 there were 1.53 fatali- 
ties per million swims. That's almost 401 
per cent higher than skiing or boarding 
How about bicycling? Try 23.2 kills per 
million—or almost 6000 per cent! A 

ly, almost the same number of peop 
each year from tornadoes as die on sh 
hills. Now | don’t want to get overly tech 
nical here, but it’s difficult to direct!) 
relate to other sports because ski 
counted in “visits”: at least four ho 
actual skiing or boarding. In other spor's 
the time is not calculated so swimming 
could be 10 minutes or 10 hours. 

So how are we injuring ourselves 0" 
the slopes? Well, only about six per ce"! 
of injuries or deaths are from collisio" 
with other skiers or snowboarders 
least, for the most part, we're watch" 
out for each other. Lots more of us ale 
wearing helmets too, which has cut do 
on serious head injuries but hasn't ha’ 
much of an effect on fatalities. It shows 
that serious injuries and deaths are usual- 
ly the result of multiple causes that coul’ 
include a good smack to the head, 
also trauma to other body parts as well 

Who is most likely to get hurt? |" 
stereotypical crash victim on the hill is 2 
young male skier or snowboarder Whic! 
leads me back to the skate park theo'’ 
There's nothing wrong with riding ha" 
and aggressive, but know your 
maintain control and think before putt" 
yourself or others in danger. w 
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LAKE LOUISE 


and Sunset Terrace before heading 
to the backside. With well over half 
of the 139 runs open, there was plen- 
ty to choose from, but because Griz- 
zly Express Gondola wasn’t running 
there were fewer people funneled 
onto Larch. 

The Larch area is where the Lake 
Louise that we know and love today 
got its start. Built in the mid-1930s, 
Temple Lodge would play host to 





backcountry skiers, but was far from 
a viable operation. Skiing was really 
taking off at this time, but potential 
visitors were opting to visit hills with 
lifts instead of hiking in themselves. 
The first lift up Larch, built in the 
early 1950s, cost $292.50, and the 
platter-type lift was anchored at the 
bottom and affixed to a tree at the 
top. (When I think of needing the 
“best gear” every couple of years, I 
try to ground myself with thoughts of 
things like this.) 

A second tow lift was built on 
Larch a couple of years later, finally 


THE le GIVEAWAYS OF 
CHRISTMAS! 


a oo 


I. BUY A SEASON PASS AT SHOW 
WALLEY BEFORE DEC, 24 


2. WIN ONE OF [2 MOUNTAIN 
GETAWAY PACKAGES! 


3. USE THE PASS AT OTHER 
RESORTS FOR DISCOUNTS 
ALL YEAR LONG!?~ 





“Some conditions apply 





visit www.SNOWVALLEY.ab.ca for complete details 
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WINTER FUN MADE EASY BY: 
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119 St off the Whitemud 


www..snowvalley.ab.ca 


marmot basin 


skiingjosper.com 


out of bounds 
ski & snowboard 
6604-104 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
780.434.3829 
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making the operation some profit to 
expand. Since then, of course, the hill 
has grown considerably, with 1000 
metres of vertical and 4200 skiable 
acres, making Lake Louise one of the 
largest operations on the continent. 

It took some doing, but we finally 
found ourselves tuckered out and in 
the need of sustenance. Food called 
to us from the front side of the hill 
and we gingerly made our way back 
on gelatinous legs. In the Powderkeg 
Lounge we giggled over spills and 
thrills and agreed that beer and pizza 
never tasted so good. v 


Free for 
the masses 


Every 
Thursday 





One card... 
many options. 


To purchase your Banff Lodging Co. Gift Card 
please call 760-8233. 


Cards can be purchased in any amount, and may be redeemed 
at any of our Banff hotels, restaurants, and spas. 


i the Banff locatio 
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YOU COULD WIN THIS KICKASS PRIZE! 


‘One Day 
Skiing at 


BRING JASPER, COM 


ee 


oe 


_ ‘Dinner For — 
Two at 


PLUS! A pair of HEAD MONSTER M72 Skis with RFD 11 bindings ... 


TO WIN YOU MUST BE A FIRST READ SUBSCRIBER - 
THEN SEND YOUR NAME AND DAYTIME PHONE 
(YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS MUST MATCH 
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Rabbit Hill — 60 cm base, 7 cm new snow. All runs, 
7 lifts open. 

| Snow Valley — 60 cm base, 0 cm new snow. 8 nuns, 
4 lifts open. 
Sun Ridge — 50 cm base, 5 cm new snow. 4 runs, 4 
lifts open. 
Edmonton Ski Club — N/A 


Alberta 


Lake Louise — 102 cm base, 13 cm new snow. 78 
runs, 8 lifts open. 

Mannot Basin — 71 cm base, 8 cm new snow. 65 
runs, 6 lifts open. 

Mt. Norquay — 75 cm base, 41 cm new snow. 28 
runs, 5 lifts open. 

Sunshine Village — 125 cm base, 3 cm new snow. 
81 runs, 10 lifts open. 

Fortress - Closed! Go to; www.gopetition.com/peti- 
tions/please-reopen-fortress-mountain.him! to help 
petition for a reopen. 

Nakiski — 51 cm hase, 0 cm new snow. 17 nuns, 5 
lifts open. 

Castle Mountain — Opens Dec 15 

Tawatinaw — Opens Dec 15 


B.C. 


Femie (Kootenay Rockies) — 97 cm base, 7 cm new 
snow. 15 runs, 5 lifts open. 

Mt. Washington (Vancouver Island) — 112 em base, 
10 cm new snow. 50 runs open. 

Panorama (Invermere) — Opens Dec 26 
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new snow. 
Whistler/ Blackcomb — 120 cm base, 10 em new 
snow. 

Silver Star — 104 cm hase, 29 cm new snow. 11 
runs, 6 lift open. 

Big White — 79 cm base, 11 cm new snow. 11 nuns, 
4 lifts open. 

Apex — 61 cm base, 9 cm new snow. 2 runs, 2 lifts 
open. 

Sun Peaks — 107 cm base, 12 cm new snow. 55 
runs, 9 lifts open. 

Kimberley — Opens Dec 15 

Kicking Horse — Opens Dec 14 

Red Mountain — 55 cm base, 2 cm new snow. 
White Water — 120 cm base, 0 new snow. 
Revelstoke — Opens Dec 22 


U.S.A. 


Big Sky (Montana) — 114 cm base, 15 cm new snow. 
Great Divide (Marysville, MT) — 46 cm hase. 12 runs 
open. 

Schweitzer Mt. (Sandpoint, ID) — Opens Dec 15 
Silver Mt. Resort (Kellogg. ID) — 152 cm base, 3 cm 
new snow. 19 nuns, 3 lifts open. 

Sun Valley (Idaho) — 94 cm base, 0 cm new snow. 
54 nuns, 4 lifts open. 

49 North — 96 cm base, 5 cm new snow. 54 runs 
open. 

Mt. Spokane — Opens Dec 15 

Lookout Pass — 140 cm base, 13 cm new snow. 
Coystal Mountain — 182 cm base. 18 runs, 5 lifts 
open 


All conditions accurate as of Dec 12, 2007 
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4211-186 St. 
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SNOW VALLEY 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21 


the hill. On the other end of the spec- 
trum first-timers clad in jeans snow- 
plough down Rainbow Ridge, jackets 
flapping open in the wind. Families 
with toddlers in oversized snowsuits 
hang out on the bunny slopes. 


FOR MY PART, 1 recently picked up my 
first set of telemark skis and took 
them to the hill the other weekend. I 
couldn’t remember the last time I'd 
had so much fun at a local hill. It did- 
n't hurt that the conditions are excel- 
lent for early season (they had a 60 
cm base as of Dec 8), but mostly it 
was just the challenge of trying some- 
thing different, out of the routine. 
That's one of the key appeals for all 
levels of riders, Michaud believes: 
“Our instructors are CSIA-certified 
{Canadian Ski Instructors’ Alliance] 
and they can teach every level. Begin- 
ners and experts alike can come out 
and work on a new skill or perfect a 
technique.” 








To sweeten the pot further, Snow 
Valley is running a festive promotion 
for season pass buyers. Riders who 
purchase a season pass between Dec 
5 and Dec 24 will be entered in a 
draw for one of 12 Marmot 
Basin/Magic Bus getaway packages 
It’s a great way to learn more now 
and burn harder later. v 


For more details on Snow Valley pro 
grams, lessons and pricing, check oui 
snowvalley.ab.ca. 


K-Country avalanche 
claims two lives 
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The ski season has barely begun and 
already a killer avalanche has claimed its 
first victims. On Sunday, two backcountry 
skiers’ lives were swept away just east of 
Canmore in the Kananaskis region. 
Reports noted that the two were digging 
to test the stability of the snowpack above 
the treeline in Spray Valley Provincial Park 
when their activities may have set off the 
slide, hurtling the helpless victims into a 
grove of trees. The slide barely missed 
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eight other backcountry skiers who franti- 
cally came to the rescue. Using their 
transceivers they located the buried 
skiers, dug them out and performed CPR 
but it was to no avail as the victims suc 
cumbed to injuries. Avalanche expert: 
from K-Country rated the slide as three ou 
of five, which corresponds to a swath oi 
five hectares and is capable of causing 
death and destruction. Recently K-Country 
had issued public warnings predicting 
human-triggered avalanches in thi 
region. Like many other deaths in the pas 
several years, these guys were carryin: 
the right equipment and appeared to be 
using caution but that is not enough wher 
avalanche conditions are ideal. w 







Call for the best rates on 
Marmot lift tickets, the 
Maligne Canyon icewalk, 
dog sledding, snowshoeing, 
hibernating, socializing and 
the most fun place you've 
stayed in. 


Details & Reservations: 
1-877-852-0781 
jasper@hihostels.ca 


THAN THE REST 


Edmonton, Alberta www. hihostels.ca/jasper 


www.TheEasyRider.com 
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Call it women’s intuition 


CALEIGH LEIGHTON / caleigh@vuewoekly.com 
T: Dynastar Exclusive Sen- 

sation skis are ideal for the 

woman who is capable and 
skilled but also working towards 
improvement. Women, if you are 
comfortable on the hill and looking 
for a great “everyday” ski, this is your 
pick. 

The ski is particularly suitable for 
hardpack and groomed runs, owing to 
its narrow width in the middle. Like 
the men’s Contact 10s, these skis are 
not particularly meant for powder. 
The name Exclusive alludes to the 
fact that they’re made specifically for 
the fairer sex. Women tend to carry 
weight more in the lower body than 
their male counterparts, something 
that greatly affects the way they bal- 
ance on top of the ski. Taking these 
difficulties into account, the lovely 
folks at Dynastar have equipped their 
Exclusive line of skis with all the right 


= /DYNASTAR 
EXLUSIVE 
SENSATION 


adjustments to make them extremely 
female-friendly. The center point of 
the ski is moved forward, contributing 
to smoother turn initiation and mak- 
ing it easier for women to stay on top 
of the ski. The sidecut has been 
pushed farther back to a more natural 
position for carving for women. The 
Sensation’s Nova Exclusive bindings 
are supported by a greater ramp 
angle, which basically means they are 
tilted up and forward from the heel 
giving the rider insta-balance. These 
are also some of the lightest-weight 





skis on the market, making them easy 
to ski and get more runs out of your 
day. 

Basically, the Exclusives are made 
for fun skiing. They are perfect for the 
woman looking to rip it up on a few 
blacks, or stick to enjoying herself on 
the blues. v 


Controlled avalanches prepare Castle 
for safe opening, but destroy lift hut 


STEVEN KENWORTHY / stevek@vueweekly.com 

re-season avalanche control 
Pissing produced some big 

results at Castle Mountain last 
week. Patrollers safely brought down 
a pair of potentially deadly slides that 
ripped out stands of trees and dam- 
aged a lift hut at the top of Graven- 
stafel Ridge on the resort's main 
mountain. 

The resort was not open to the 
public at the time. Castle's scheduled 
opening is this Sat, Dec 15 and the 
avalanches are not expected to delay 
the resort's opening. 

The avaianches were set off in the 
early afternoon on Tue, Dec 4 after a 
40 cm snowfall from the weekend 
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turned to slush and then became sat- 
urated by rain on Monday evening, 
creating a very unstable snowpack. 

The first blast brought down a huge 
class 3.5 avalanche from the South 
Peak, which went down Huckleberry 
Ridge into Tamarack Bowl, filling a 
man-made berm that, has been in 
place for years to protect the top of 
the T-Rex t-bar. 

“The berm did its job, but the spray 
and the wind from (the avalanche) 
pretty much caked the bull wheel and 
the top of the T-bar,” said Andrew 
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Rusynyk, Castle’s assistant general 
manager. The avalanche was brought 
down with all possible safety precau- 
tions being taken but its size sur- 
prised everyone. “It went a long way 
and took out trees that were 150 
years old.” 

A second avalanche set later in the 
afternoon also produced larger than 
expected results. In that slide the 
snowpack which lies above the Red 
Chair at the top of the mountain was 
blasted and the resulting avalanche 
brought down enough snow to 
destroy a portion of the lift’s top hut. 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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TAFAS RESTAURANT 
JASPER'S ONLY LATE NIGHT TAPAS BAR! 


Jacper Liquor Steve 
WINE CELLAR 


jasperwine@incentre.net 780-852-5682 
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His Winter §S eae 
3 courses for $30 


DISCOVER THE BEST THAT JASPER HAS 70 OFFER! 
THE ROCKIES 


IN COMFORT, ON TIVE! 
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casual fine dining 





Daily 
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* Unique, convent affordable services that guarantee reliable 
transportation to and from the Edmonton International Airport. 


book directly online at... sundogtou rs.com 
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All I want for Christmas 


Is a big, badass park 
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Every year boarders and free skiers look 
for the best terrain park to grind and 
launch big air. Locally, Rabbit Hill leads 
the pack with rails, tabletops and engi- 


Jaki Sialandspastas & [hice bowl 


p 402 Connaught Dr. 
852-3225 
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in and TRY IT! 


852-6262 


neered jumps tested for safety. Snow 
Valley is not far behind with a new begin- 
ner park coming this year to add to its reg- 
ular line-up of features. (There's more on 
Snow Valley's new addition in this issue, 
in “More ways to learn and burn.”) 
Although jump-less, Lake Louise will be 
offering an extensive ground park with all 
shapes of rails and funboxes. 

The biggest mountain park is decisively 
the Rogers Terrain Park at Sunshine 
Village. Located beside the Divide Chair, 
this mega park will feature at least eight 
jumps and 30 - 40 other features including 
rails, jibs, hip jumps, step-ups and more. 
Marmot never builds a mega park but they 
do develop special features into the natu- 
ral terrain of Marmot Run. There'll be the 
usual array of rails and jibs all in a fenced 


area. Kicking Horse is unique because 
they do not spend much on developing a 
park but rather totally rely on the natural 
terrain. This definitely was true last year 
where | witnessed my snowboarding 
teens challenge themselves on the lower 
runs of the Catamount chair. 

The development of these parks is 





SAFETY 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


WHILE THE AVALANCHE brought down 
more snow onto the top of the Red 
Chair than was anticipated, prepara- 
tions—such as removing chairs from 
the lift cable so they would not be 
damaged—were made beforehand to 
minimize any potential problems, 
Rusynyk explained. 

Unfortunately, the top hut had just 
been refurbished this summer but 
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Rusynyk doesn’t foresee any delays in 
the opening of the Red Chair as a 
result of damage from the slide. 

“We're seeing what we can salvage 
of the building and we'll get things 
together up there by the time there is 
enough snow to open.” 

Castle Mountain, which is located 
in the Southwestern corner of Alberta 
near Pincher Creek, is best known for 
its challenging and steep runs, 70 per 
cent of which are in avalanche prone 
areas. The resort’s avalanche control 
program is considered one of the top 
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totally dependent on Mother Nature. A\\ 
operators start with a few features and a 
the snow starts to really come down 
groomers plough copious amounts togeth- 
er to build the bigger features. Of course 
they always scramble to get as much as 
possible together before the holiday sea 
son to up the festive fun. w 


programs in Canada, said Rusynyk. 

“Whistler is probably the only place 
in Canada that has a program as 
extensive as ours.” 

There has never been an ava- 
lanche-related fatality at the resort 
since its opening in 1967. The most 
notable avalanche in the resort’s his- 
tory occurred in 1975 during the Cana 
da Winter Games when avalanche 
experts set off a massive slide that 
came down the entire length of the 
mountain and temporarily blocked oli 
the access road in the valley floor. v 
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“CENTRAL JASPER LOCATION ADJACENT TO TOTEM'S SPORT SHOP J 

AVARIETY OF RESTAURANTS NEARBY —-CLOSE TO EQUIPMENT RENTAL SHOPS FOR = 
SKIING, SROBOAROING, TOURING, XCOUNTRY, AND MOUNTAINEERING. 

“PAPA GEORGE'S RESTAURANT ANO THE DE'D DOG BAR & GRILL IN THE HOTEL 

“COMPLIMENTARY PASSES TO THE LOCAL AQUATIC CENTRE {THREE BLOCKS AWAY} 





FREE FOOD! BUY A TWO DAY WEEKEND PASS (SATURDAY & SUNDAY} AND GET A 
$10 FREE FOOD VOUCHER (USABLE ON SUNDAY} VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 23RD 
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Three incredible smartohones for $0. 
Breathe. 


Next Generation 
BlackBerry® Peari™ 


$0" 


(3 year term) 


@ Silver exclusive to TELUS 
@ 2.0 megapixel camera 


® 8GB expandable memory 


UNLIMITED EMAIL 


Add unlimited persona! email and 
instant messaging for only $15/month! 


HTC Touch 


$0" 


(3 year term) 
® Large 2.8" high resolution 
colour touch screen 
@ 2.0 megapixel camera 


@ 8GB expandable memory 











For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1-866-264-2966. 


DRUGS 
f) who actwate voice and data service on a3 year service agreement with 2 Talk & Email plan of $45 or more, or combining any voice rate plan with an Email & Web add-on tatalfing $45 or more. TELUS 


© HIC Touch, HTC $720 and BlackBerry Pearl (with the BlackBerry internet Service only). Unlimited instant messaging 1s available only through BlackBerry Messenger on the BlackBerry Peart and Windows Live Messenger on the d f 
ation. The BlackBerry smartphone and RIM families of related marks, images and symbols are the exclusive properties of and trademarks of or registered trademarks af Research In Motion Limited ~used by permission. All other trademarks end logos are property of their respective owners. © 2007 TELUS, 
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HTC S720 
(3 year term) 


m@ Numeric keypad with sliding 
QWERTY keyboard 

®@ 2.0 megapixel camera 

@ 8GB expandable memory 


—Z TELUS 


the future is friendly* 


Mall 
West Edmonton Mail 


Downtown 
Alberta Mobility 
9915 108A Ava. 
Connect 
TELUS Plaza North 
10025 Jasper Ave, 
Edmonton Wireless 
11315 104th Ave, 
Save On Telecom 
10603 107th Ave, 
WEST END 


Communications Grou 
10620 178th St. 
Johnson Wireless 
100 - 10429 178th s 
Save On Telecom 
17543 100th Ave. 
TAC Mobility 
9935 170th St. 
Visions 
10421 170th St 
Wireless Technology 
17508 Stony Plain Ra 
NORTH __ 


Altin Mobility 
Namao Centre 
9624 165th Ave, 
Altin Mobility 
13034 50th St. 
Custom Cellular 
12714 137th Ave 
Edmonton Cellular 
14903 118th Ave. 
Johnson Wireless 
12604 126th St. 
Mobility Central 

5 - 14220 Yellowhead Tra 
Save On Telecom 
11150 149th St 


Visions 
13723 42nd St. NE 


Alta-Comm Wireless 
8710 Sist Ave. 
Communications Group 
$926 99th St. 

Custom Cellular 

South Edmonton Commor 
1916 99th St 
Edmonton Cellular 
10309 34th Ave. 

TAC Mobility 

4515 Gateway Blvd. 
Visions 

10133 34th Ave. 
Wireless City 

$912 104th St. 

Xcell Communications 
4909 99th St. 


Fort Saskatchewan 


Associated Telecom 
9914 103rd St. 


Cambridge Electronics 
9542 - 86th Ave. 
Leduc 
Communications 2000 
6B ~ 5904 50th St. 


Complete Communications 


5205 50th Ave, 

Leduc Communications 
7 - 6109 45th St. 
Sherwood Park 
Bemie's Cellular 

973 Ordze Rd. 


Complete Communicatio 
Sherwood Park Mall 


Edmonton Cellular 

$0 - 200 St. Albert Ro 
Global Gell Communica!’ 
20A Muir Dr. 


Starview Communice!! 
107 - $101 48th St 


a 


reserves the right to modify eligible rate plans with this offer at any time without edvence notice. Lea . 
HIC Touch and HIC S720. Cannot be combined with any other data plan. Taxes are extra. TELUS. ve 
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Alice Hotel-Camrose ‘ 


5078 - 50 Street, Camrose, 780.672.2124 


* Slowbum plays blues/rock from 9:30 


pm - 2 am; party favours will be handed 
ut for the big countdown. Full pub menu 


‘Bvailable 
= No cover 

tic Trap and Gill 
7704 - 104 Street, 432.4611 


New Year's Eve: A three-course prime 


b dinner: entertainment by Jimmy 
Whiffen; champagne at midnight 


q Tickets: $35 (with dinner)/$10 (without 


Gifiner) 
Bank Ultra Lounge 
i‘ Jasper Avenue, 420.9098 
Me Bank Goes Hollywood: 
Upstairs: New Hollywood: top notcli 


*nding, bottle service, professional - 





dancers and resident DJ Duncan spinning 


all your favourite club hits all night long 
© Downstairs: Classic Hollywood 


© Upper Level: relaxed down tempo jazz 


DJ mix 

© Dress to impress 
© 8pm-2am 

© Minimum age 21+ 


10551 Whyte Avenue, 432.0814 


© First annual Kokanee Glacier Party: 
Featuring DJ Shocker; staff will be 
dressed as Kokanee Glacier characters; 
complimentary champagne at midnight 
® Tickets: $15 (adv)/$20 (door) 

Black Dog Freehouse 

10425 - 82 Avenue, 439.1082 

© New Year's Eve 2007/08 with the 
Swiftys 

© $15 (advance) 


e Tickets available at the Black Dog and 


Blackbyrd Myoozik 
Blue Chair Café 
9624 - 76 Avenue, 989.2861 


© New Year's Eve Party with a great 
gourmet dinner and music with Lionel 
and Ron Rault, Stuart MacDougall and 
guests. A night of fun and dancing 


© $85 
Botanica 


Mayfield Inn, 16615 - 109 Avenue, 
930.4060 


© New Year's Eve buffet 
® Seating begins at 5 pm 


® Tickets: $36.95 (adult)/$34.95 (sen- 
ior)/$15.95 (child 6 - 12 years) 


Beer Hunter Pub 

7522 - 178 Street, 489.7877 

Featuring Edmonton's party band, The 
Dangerous Guise 

© Tickets: $25 (dinner and dance 
party)/$10 (dance only; after 9 pm); tick- 


NEW YEARS EVE PARTY GUIDE 


ets available in advance from the Beer 
Hunter Pub 

Billiard Club 

200, 10505 - 82 Avenue, 432.0335 

* New Year's 2008 ski lodge theme, 
enjoy a hot toddy, Irish cream hot choco- 
late or good old fashioned beer; cham 
pagne at midnight; ski prize giveaways 
(hats, toques and lift tickets to Marmot 
and Sunshine) 


BustLoose.com Gala Party Tour 


bustloose.com 


© BustLoose.com Gala Party Tour: A Club 


Crawl with class featuring luxury trans 

portation between venues, access to the 
hottest parties at the hottest nightclubs, 
champagne and party favours. This year 


includes Edmonton's bars and New Year's 


Eve parties at the Thirsty Turtle, 
Cowboys, Empire Ballroom and Bar Wild 


® Tickets: $35 (includes four free drinks, 


free champagne, prizes and party 
favours, free appetizers, VIP party bus 
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Shirt by Hago Boss; tie by Holt Renfrew: pants by Amani (HoltRenfrew) | 
Shoe by Hugo Boss (Henry) 


i 


transportation between venues, VIP 
admission to four New Year's Eve 
Parties) 


e Ti available at bustloo 
Casino Edmonton 

7055 Argyll Road, 463.9467 

© Cocktails at 6 pm; prime rib dinner 
buffet at 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm; entertain- 
ment by Souled Out at 9 pm 


Tickets: $65 
Casino Yellowhead 
153 Street, 424.9467 


© Cocktails at 6 pm; prime rib/roast 
chicken dinner buffet at 7 pm; Almost 
Abba on stage at 9 pm 


e Tickets: $80 

Ceili’s Irish Pub And Restaurant 
10338 - 109 Street, 444.3224, ext. 221 
© A Lucky Affair New Year's Eve 2008 
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Dress to impress. Doors open 9pm. Adults Only. 


es .7 The Bounce & Urban Metropolis 
at Westen C Harman B & DJ Kwake 


CELEBRATION! R&B « HIP HOP » REGGAE » OLD SCHOOL 
Mike Tomas 


HIP HOP » ROCK « EIGHTIES « ELECTRO 


Time Square New York! 
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Option 2: 12 02 Alberta AAA prime rib 
7pm (dinner and dance; reserved seat- 
ing), 9 pm (dance) 

» Tickets: $49.99 (three-course dinner 
and dance)/$10 (dance only) 


« Call 444.3224, ext. 221 for more infor- 
mation or e-mail: tara@ceilis.com 


Contury Casino ; 

13103 Fort Road, 643.4000 

e New Year's with Kenny Shields and 
Streetheart 

Tickets: $69.95 at TicketMaster, or 
Century Casino 

Club Du Soleil 

Beverly Heights Community League Hall, 
4209 - 111 Avenue, 993.1175 

« Edmonton's Premiere Singles Club 
New Year's Party and Dance: Buffet din- 
ner, music by the Northern Kings, dance 
and light lunch 

6:30 pm (door), buffet dinner at 7:30 
pm, dance at 9 pm, light luncheon at 
12:30am 

® Tickets: $50 (Club Du Soleil 
reyuiar/lifetime members)/$60 (non- 
members); contact 993.1175 to purchase 
tickets 

Coast Terrace Inn 

4440 Gateway Boulevard, 437.6010 

* Trocadero Orchestra New Year's Eve: 
The event for dancers and music fans, 
fress-up in gowns and tuxes and ring in 


the New Year with the 18-piece big band, 


the Trocadero Orchestra 

* Cash bar at 6:30 pm; buffet dinner at 
7:15 pm; dance, 9:30 pm - 1:15 am; 
champagne at midnight 

® Tickets: $95 (per person, includes din- 
hel, party favours, champagne at mid- 
night and music)/$900 (reserved table of 
ten 


* Tickets available at TIX on the Square, 
420.1757 


Cocodi 
10160 - 100A Street, 425.1717 


® New Year's Eve Mediterranean Night: 


‘me meal, two belly dancers and 
m 


* 5 pm - 11 pm (dinner served) 
* Tickets: $60 

The Comic Strip 

WEM, 483.5999 


* 2008 New Year's Eve Extravaganza: 
Featuring Matt Sadler, guest Derick 
tengwenus, and MC Lars Callieou 


* Two shows, one at 7 pm and the other 
at 10 pm - 


* Buffet and show packages available, 
pe elimantary champagne and party 
UTS to bring in the New Year 


® Tickets: $55.95 (7 pm), show features 


three comics and a hot buffet/$30(7 pm) 
show only/$65 (10 pm), show, bringing in 
the New Year, cold cut buffet after mid- 
night, a complimentary glass of cham- 
Pange to toast 2008, party favours and 
post music 


© For tickets and information call our 
box office 


Cook County Saloon 

8010 Gateway Boulevard, 432.2665 

© Blame it on that Red Dress New 
Year's Eve Party with Gord Bamford. 
Includes party favours and a chance to 
win a trip for two on the country concert 
at Sea—a seven day Caribbean cruise. 
Wear a red dress and you could win 
more prizes 

* 8 pm (door) 

© Tickets: $25 

Cowboys 

10102 - 180 Street, 481.8739 


© New Year's Eve Ice Fest: Party favours 
and champagne at midnight 


© 7 pm (door) 


© Tickets: $20 (advance), more at the 
door 


Crown Pub 
10709 - 109 Street, 426.7827 


© New Year's Eve with Colour in Conflict, 
Edmonton's coolest Indie alt-rock band 
will rock your asses until midnight 


© 6 pm (door), 10 pm (music) 


Tickets: $5 (advance), tickets available 
at Crown Pub or call 913.3242 


Dante's World Pub and Sky Lounge 
17328 Stony Plain Road, 486.4448 


© Last Night of Sin NYE Party: Celebrate 
the closing of Dante's World Pub and Sky 
Lounge in two themed rooms Heaven and 
Hell, with a jazz band in the Bistro; hip 
hop and R&B music with DJ Jason 
Chambers from Toronto in the Pub. Party 
favours and free champagne at midnight, 
ball drop on big screen. Dress to impress, 
all black or all white-semi formal attire 


© General seating: 5 pm - 6:15 pm to 
7:30 pm (need to be out by 8 pm) feature 
sheet and regular menu 

© Bistro: 8 pm; pub 7 pm; dance:10 pm 
© Tickets; Dinner and Dance: Bistro: $95 
(four-course dinner); Pub: $75 (three- 
course dinner) 

e Tickets; Dance: $30 (adv) available at 
Soular and Alexis, Method and Que, 
Laws Liquor and Ebony and Ivory; VIP: 
$60 available from Urban Elite Promoters 
e-mail: info@urbanelite.ca, 378.0111, 
and Dante's Bistro 


Delta Inn South 


4404 Gateway Boulevard, 
1.866.499.3223/920.4450 

¢ Eighth Annual Latin New Years pre- 
sented by MBM Sound. New Years Eve 
Latin extravaganza includes a plate serv- 
ice dinner and midnight bubbly, Latin 
music by 11-piece X-Band and Latin DJs 
all night 


5:30 pm (door), 7:30 pm (dinner), 9 pm 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 35 


Corset. rulfle hot pants and tear drop petty coat hy Nightshade Corsets 
Lace up gloves by Music Legs; stockings by Leg Avenue: kiss shoes by Pleaser (Nightshade Corsets} 
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Village Landing Downtown 
© 140 St. Albert Rd. Y YY 10515-109'St 
. 459.4944 423.3937 











hirt by matinique; belt by Kenneth Cole 


Hugo Boss (Henry) 


mise: Silver jewelry by Caracol; shoes by Anne Klein 


NEW YEARS EVE PARTY GUIDE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 33 

- 3. am (dance) 

® Tickets: $80 (dinner and dance/person): 
$30 (dance only/person); $250 (table of 10 
at the dance; tickets available in advance 
at TIX on the Square, 420.1757 

Delta inn South—Top of the Inn 

4404 Gateway Boulevard, 758.4569 

* Second Annual Jazzy New Year with 
The Tuxedo Junkies; presented by MBM 
Sound 


* 530 pm (door), 7:30 pm (dinner), 
dance to follow until 1:30 pm 


* $119 each; $849 (tables of 10); 
includes muise, four-course dinner, dance, 
and party favours; tickets available in 
advance from TIX on the Square, 
420.1757 


Orwid—Downtown 
11606 Jasper Avenue, 454.9928 


* DJ with dinner at 7 pm and dance at 9 
pm 


® Tickets: $30 (dinner)/$15 (dance) 
Eddie Shorts 
10713 - 124 Street, 453.3663 


* New years with the hillbilly trouba- 
ours, Give ‘em Hell Boys 


* Tickets: $20, includes champagne, 
Party favours and munchies 


Edmonton Downtown 


Churchill Square and various venues cen- 


tral Downtown Edmonton 


© Churchill Square: Nightworks on the 
Square: A spectacular musical firework 
show, and live music and bands playing 
at Churchill Square and in surrounding 
venues. Horse drawn wagon rides, ice 
skating, bonfire, vendors and conces- 
sions. At midnight a 13-minute display of 
Music, fireworks and light 


© Churchill Square Main Stage (9 pm - 
midnight) the Wheat Pool’s country-rock 
music at 9 pm; Captain Tractor’s folk- 
rock-Celtic-punk music at 9:50 pm; the 
McDades’ Celtic rock music at 10:45 pm 


© City Hall: Activities and crafts for fam- 
ilies and children at 7 pm. EclecTrip’s 
eclectic mix of folk, jazz, world and light 
classical music at 7 pm - 7:45 pm; 
Strathcona String Quartet-Chamber 
Music: Eclectic, Classics and Jazz at 8 
pm - 8:40 pm; singer songwriter Ann 
Vriend’s vocals and piano at 8 pm - 8:40 
pm; Marco Claveria’s Latin/Cuban music 
at 9:45 pm - 10:30 pm; McDonald 
Broadband rock ‘n’ roll at 10:45 pm - 
11:30 pm 

Stanley A Milner Library: Family activi- 
ties at 9 pm; Maria Dunn—country-folk 
music at 9 pm; Sheri Somerville’s jazz 
fusion at 9:50 pm - 10:30 pm; Vissia 
Sisters folk-rock music at 10:45 pm 

e Edmonton City Centre CBC Centre 
Stage: Andrea House's poetic folk music 
at 9 pm; the Uncas’ Hillbilly “Whiskey 
Cow Punk” music at 9:50 pm; James 
Murdoch's roots pop music at 10:45 pm 


Edmonton Event Centre 


WEM Phase Ill, 489.SHOW 


¢ The Bounce New Year's Eve Gala 
Presented by Urban Metropolis, the 
Edmonton Event Centre will be trans- 
formed into a "Super Club” with two 
rooms, three deejays and three levels 


® Licensed, no minors event 

© 9pm (door) 

® Tickets: $40, $50, $60, ($100 and $75 
VIP tickets) at TicketMaster.ca, 
TicketMaster 451.8000, Alexis Clothing, 
Soular, Shadified and Bliss Salon; two 
VIP areas: Side stage VIP $79.50/mid- 
level mezzanine VIP area: $106 
Empire Ballroom 

2687, 8882 - 170 Street, WEM 

© Masquerade Ball Party: Dress to 
impress 

© 8pm 

® Tickets: $25 available at the Empire 
Ballroom 

Esmeralda’s 

11834 Kingsway Avenue, 453.7320 

e Naughty or Nice New Year's Eve 

© Tickets: $10 - $25 

Fairmont Hotel—Beauvert Dining 
Room, Jasper 

780.852.6052, fairmont.com 


© Circus Gastronomique: Welcome to 
the NYE Circus Gastronomique-the 
greatest show on earth, a culinary explo- 
ration, adventure and fantasy. This New 
Year's Eve, your guests will enter under 


the big top and experience an evening of 
surreal imagery and an entertainment 
spectacle. Dinner features market style 
food stations, serving the freshest of the 
finest produce available as the roving cir 
cus entertains you 

® Tickets: $125 (adult)/$75 (child 13 - 17 
years)/$60 (child 5 - 12 years); includes 
Great Hall Gala. Does not include accom- 
modation 

© Advance reservations are recommend- 
ed; contact the Dining Reservations Desk 
780.852.6052 for tickets and more details 
Fairmont Hotel—Edith Cavell 
Restaurant, Jasper 

780.852.6052, fairmont.com 


® Tuxes and Tiaras: Exclusively for 
adults! Enjoy unique world-class cuisine 


in an atmosphere of grand style and serv- 


ice. A dinner of seven plated courses 
Entertainment by a musical trio. Tuxes 
and tiaras are optional 


Tickets: $199 (per person, food only), 
includes Great Hall Gala. Does not 
include accommodation 


© Advance reservations are recommend 
ed; contact the Dining Reservations Desk 
780.852.6052 for tickets and more details 


Fairmont Hotel-Great Hall, Jasper 
780.852.6052, fairmont.com 


Times Square: Fill your glass at the 
“Bounty of Bubbly” sparkling wine sta- 
tion, sample decadent goodies and salute 
the midnight hour with toasts, music and 
entertainment. Dance to a live band. The 





pyrotechnics explode and confe 
down on “Times Square” at mic 
Dessert at 11 pm 






¢ Tickets: $65 per person; do not include 
accommodation 





© Advance reservations are recommend- 
ed; contact the Dining Reservatio 
780.852.6052 for tickets and more d 


Fairmont Hotel Macdonald—Empire 
Ballroom 


10065 - 100 Street, 424.5181 


e New Year's Eve Empire Style Package 
Celebrate New Year's Eve in the elegant 
Empire Ballroom hosted by Rob Christie 
of Magic 99 Radio. Dance to the music of 
the dance band, Aura; a glass of bubbly 
at midnight. Package includes: one-night 
accommodation for two, two tickets to 
the New Year's Eve Empire Style Gala, 
and valet parking for one vehicle 











© Tickets: total package price: starts 
from $509 per night, based on double 
occupancy (packages must be requested 
at time of reservation and are based on 
availability) 


Fantasyland HotelCafé Europa 
WEM, 444.3000 
e New Year's Day Brunch 


® Tickets: $25 (adult}/$21 (senior)/$17 
(child) 


Fantasyland Hotel-Fantasy Lounge 
WEM, 444.3000 
© Rock Around the Clock: four-course 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 37 
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While quantities last 
/nere Feet. Style & Comfort Meet ® 
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dinner and dance 
* Tickets: $70 


Fantasyland HotelFantasy Grill 
WEM, 444.3000 


© Evening of Elegance: five-course din- 


ner 
® Tickets: $60 
© New Year's Day Brunch 


© Tickets: $35 (adult)/$29 (senior)/$21 
(child) 


Festival Place 


100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 
449.3378 


© New Year's Eve soiree at Festival 


Place: Starting with cocktails in the lobby 


at 7 pm, followed by a buffet dinner 
Dance to music from the the ‘60s, ‘70s, 


Valley. 


Alcatraz: Shark Fin Soup with 
Lobster Dumpling 


Fisherman's Wharf: Grilled Squid st 
with Scallops & Sour Dough with 
Persimmon Sauce 


China Town: Five-Spice Duck Confit Fried 
Rice 

Castro Street: Salmon Pomm: 

Mousse with Mango and Melba Sat 
Golden Gate Bridge: Dessert 

* Dinner $100 (per person) 

Gallery Bar 


Maytield Inn, 16615 - 109 Avenue, 
930.4060 





ing a three-course dinner and entertain- 
ment by a DJ 


Seating begins at 5 pm 


$74.95 (per person), book y 


» = | ‘80s and ‘90s, with the big band the Top 
a 


before Dec 21 ands 
: 4 Ten Show and Rewue led by saxophonist oe 
‘ae! 
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te 

pr \e 

- “&& 
{ gown. gloves and jewelry (Holt Renfrew) 


ina (Mayfair) 


Malare my eli giacmolaiey ait 















his Christmas memorable with the luxurious nt of Kerastase or 
ard of total pampering. 
yomSalon.com 


Se a a 
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mentary champagne at midnight 


© Tickets: $75 available at the Festival 
Place box office 449.3378, or through 
TicketMaster 451.8000 


Four Rooms 


137 Edmonton City Centre East, 426.4767 


© New Year's Eve with Mobius; 9 pm 


© Four Rooms Supper Club New Year's 
Eve dinner 6 pm - 9 pm 


"San Francisco” with wines from Napa 


a a 


the Ui auiaremnreleleaneliae card 


DEC 13-DEC 19.2007 


Dave Babcock; party favours and compli- German Canadian Cultural Centre 
j = 


8310 Roper Road, 51 A 

® New Year's Eve dinner an 
dance music by Sound Flight; buffe 
nef, dance and late lunch 







© 6 pm (door); dinner at 7 pm, dance 
pm 


© Tickets: $65 (members)/$ 
available in the office or call 46 


Gingur Sky Lounge 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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15505 - 118 Avenue, 913.4312/953.3606, 
gingursky.com 

© Caribbean Countdown: Music by 
Toronto's Jump Up Kings and Edmonton's 
Black Empera, Invinceable, and Babygirl. 
Prizes and giveaways all night 


© Tickets: $30 (advance), for reservations 
contact Vince 780.913.4312 

Hooliganz Pub 

10704 - 124 Street, 452.1168 

© New Year's Eve at Hooliganz Pub: with 
the Great Offenders; party favours included 
© Show starts at 7 pm 

Tickets: $20 

Hudsons On Campus 

11113 - 87 Avenue, 433.6364 


© New Year's Eve Great Canadian Cabin 
Party: Dancing tunes with DJ starts at 9 
pm; dress your casual best 

Tickets: $20, includes your first drink 
free, party favours, and champagne at 
midnight; tickets available on site and at 
TicketMaster, 451.8000 


Hudsons On Whyte 
10307 Whyte Avenue, 433.4526 
© New Year's Eve Great Canadian Cabin 


Party: Dancing tunes with DJ starts at 9 
pm: dress your casual best 

© Tickets: $20, includes your first drink 
free, party favours and champagne at 
midnight; tickets available on site and at 


TicketMaster, 451.8000 

Hulbert's 

7601 - 115 Street, 436.1161 

* Murder at the Juice Joint-a new 
year's murder mystery New Year's Eve 
interactive murder mystery night with a 
live ‘20s swing, jazz, and Chicago blues 
performance throughout the night 

© 6:30 pm 

® Tickets: $99 (advance), group dis- 
counts available); includes three-course 
dinner, champagne and midnight lunch. 
Tickets available online or call 436.1161 


Jekyll and Hyde Pub 
10610 - 100 Avenue, 426.5381 


© Jekyll and Hyde's house band 
Headwind will play in the 18+ room after 
dinner ends at 9 pm; party favours at 
midnight for the countdown; an all-ages 
room will be open to customers 

¢ Dinner: 6 pm - 9 pm; after 9 pm a lim- 
ited menu will be available from the 
kitchen; seating on a first-come first- 
served basis 

® Tickéts: $25 (includes cover charge, 
and roast pork dinner)/$5 (cover charge 
only); $5 from each ticket sold will be 
donated by Jekyll and Hyde to Santa's 
Anonymous 


Jet Nightclub 
9221 - 34 Avenue, 466.6552 


© Jet's first New Year's Eve bash featur- 
ing Rattpoison, Bonifide and Crush 


Dress and shirt by C'est Moi; earrings by Zuka; boots by Franca 
Sarto; bracelet (C'est Sera) 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 40 


Celebrate the festive season in style! 


.. Hot in the kitchen. 


Dec 25 11:00am - 2:30pm 
aS C4 Cur Oba Festive Brunch 
Adult $25 * Senior $21 © Child $17 


Festive Dinner Buffet 
Adult $35 * Senior $29 « Child $21 
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Jan 1 11:00am - 2:30pm 
New Year’s Day Brunch 
Adult $25 * Senior $21 * Child $17 


Dec 31 (4 course meal) 
Rock Around The Clock 
New Year’s Eve 


Dinner and Dance 
$70 


inner 
$60 


Dec 31 (5 course meal) 


Evening of Elegance 
New Year’s Eve Dinner 






Jan 1 9:30am = 1:30pm 
New Year’s Day Brunch 
Adult $35 * Senior $29 * Child $21 
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Haweli 


Srine East Gndian Cusine 





receive a free glass 
of champagnel 


2 great locations 
2 great experiences 


Downtown 
10220-103 St. (421-8100) 


wot. Albert 


eS! Liberton Dr. (459-4808) 
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Pant by Hugo Boss: tie and sweater by Filippa K: shirt hy Armani; shoe by D&G (Henry) 


Dress and shirt by C'est Moi; earrings by Zoka; boots hy Franco Sarto; bracelet (C'est Sera) 


—-— 
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© Tickets: $15.90 (early bird until Dec 
26), $20 (after Dec 26) available at 
TicketMaster, and Jet Nightclub 
Jubilations Dinner Theatre 

WEM, 8882 - 170 Street, 484.2424 

© New Year's Eve performance of 
Desperate Households—1965, all about 
the folks living on Hysteria Lane. 
Following the performance is a dance 
with a DJ, midnight buffet and a glass of 
champagne to toast the New Year 

© Tickets: $89 per person, sold out 
Lizard Lounge 

13160 - 118 Avenue, 451.9180 





Locker Room Pub 


9 - 100 Ave, Riverview Inn lower 





y Art Night and Who Goes to 





Mead Hall 







INGA - 


s line-up: The Order of 
ronaut, Shadowblade and 
all ages event with licensed 


7:30 pm (bands) 


ts: $10 (advance)/$15 (door) 


10081 Jasper Avenue, 429.2582 
© New Year's Eve 


© Tickets: $10 (advance general, good 
until 10:15 pm)/$30 (advance silver, good 
until 11:30 pm)/$20 (general) 


New Year's Eve Extravaganza Club 
Crawl 


newyearseveclubcraw!.com 


© Bus tour includes party bus transporta- 
tion, entrance to four of Edmonton's 
hottest clubs and VIP access with no line- 
ups. Participating venues: Iron Horse, Bar 
Wild, Ezzies, The Fox and Wooly Bullys 


© 7 pm- 2am starting at the Iron Horse 


* Tickets: $30 available at 
1.866.824.8212, TicketMaster 


Northgate Lions Recreation Centre 
7524 - 139 Avenue, 496.7355 

© Chwill Brothers’ New Year's Eve dance 
© Dance at 7 pm 


© Tickets: $4 (member, dance)/$5 (non- 
member, dance) 


O'Byme’s Irish Pub 

10616 - 82 Avenue, 414.6766 

© Dinner at 7 pm, dance at 9 pm 
© Tickets: $30 (dinner)/$10 (dance) 
Oil City Roadhouse 

10736 Jasper Avenue, 428.0099 


* Rhinestone Cowboy New Year's Eve 
Party: Champagne, party favours and a 
chance to win $2008 at midnight 


© 7 pm (door) 


® Tickets: $15 
On the Rocks 
11740 Jasper Avenue, 482.4767 


e OTR New Year's Eve: Dance to the 
music of the 11-piece dance band 
Retrofitz, with music from the ‘60s up to 
today 


¢ Dinner seatings start at 6:30 pm; 
dance at 9 pm 

© Tickets: $25 (dance)/$45 (dinner, a 
three-course meal with seatings) 
Orlando's 2 

13509 - 127 Street, 451.7799 

e Music by DJ Tek, champagne at mid- 
night, and door prizes 

© 3pm (door) 

Tickets: $10 

Overtime Downtown 

10304 - 111 Street, 423.1643 


e The Legendary New Year's Eve Bash: 
with DJ Shnaw spinning all your 
favourites with video. Dress Code is 
classy and sexy 


© 9pm (door) 


© Tickets: $25 (reserved seating), 
includes guaranteed seating, complimen- 
tary coat check, preferred access to mid- 
night BBQ, bottle of champagne, party 
favours and the big bag of swag/$15 
(general party ticket), includes bottle of 
champagne, party favours and the big 
bag of swag, plus midnight BBO 


Overtime South 


4211 - 106 Street, 485.1717 


¢ Casino Royale New Year's Bash: The 
closest thing to Vegas without being 
there with DJ Emmy spinning all your 
favorites with video. Dress code is Vegas 
baby Vegas 

© 9pm (door) 

© Tickets: $25 (reserved seating), 
includes guaranteed seating, complimen- 
tary coat check, preferred access to mid- 
night BBO, bottle of champagne, party 
favours and the big bag of swag/$15 
(general party ticket), includes bottle of 
champagne, party favours and the big 
bag of swag, plus midnight BBO 
Packrat Louie 

10335 - 83 Avenue, 433.0123 

© New Year's Eve Packrat Style: An 
evening of entertainment, music and din- 
ing. Live rock music by Goes211 

® Tickets: Choice one: $60 (5:30 pm or 
6:00 pm three-course dinner); Choice 
two: $100 (8 pm or 8:30 pm four-course 
dinner, dance and champagne); Choice 3: 
10:30 pm: $40 (dance and champagne) 
For reservations contact Jodh at 
780.720.8338 or by e-mail: jodhs@pack- 
fatlouie.com 

Palace Casino Martuni's Lounge 
WEM, 444.2112 

e New Year's Eve with the Rum Brothers 
Palomino Saloon 

957 Fir Street, Sherwood Park, 467.1880 


© Down Home Real Country New Year's 
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Eve: With Craig Moritz live in concert, 
includes party hats, champagne, and 
noise makers 

e 8pm 

© Tickets: $12 (available only at the 
Palomino Saloon), palominosaloon.com 
Pawn Shop 

10551 - 82 Avenue, Upstairs, 432.0814 
© Thee NYE Party: Featuring Thee 
Johnsons (Johnsons-OKE), Thee Fat Dave 
Crime Wave, Thee Firebrands 

Purple Onion 

8032 - 104 Street, 433.9616 


2008 New Year's Bash: including party 
favours, door prizes, one free mini bottle 
of champagne 


7 pm-8 pm party begins, free snacks 
and finger foods 

© Tickets: $10 (advance)/$12 (door) 
Ramada 

11834 Kingsway Avenue, 454.5454 

e Ballroom New Year's Eve: An elegat 


three-course dinner, party favours and 
music by The Emeralds 


e 5:30 pm (door), 7:30 pm (dinner), 2 2" 
(party ends) 


© Tickets: $89 at TIXon the Square, 
420.1757, for reservations or informatio! 
call 758.4569 


Ranch 
6111 - 104 Street, 438.2582 
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Give the Perfect Gift... 





A person is only BEAUTIFUL 
when their own BEAUTY is 
REFLECTING on to other 


BEAUTY IS AS BEAUTY DOES... 
Thank you for sharing 


your BEAUTY with us. | 


From our family to yours... 
wishing you a safe and happy holiday season. 


11003 Jasper Avenue 
phone: 780.429.0606 
www.itonica.com 


leTONICA 
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Dec 31 6-9pm 


rooms 


presents a 








[e > Shark Fin Soup with Rock Lobster Dumpling 


Cocktail dress by Elie Tahari (Holt Renfrew) 
Shoes by Enzo Angiolini (Mayfair) 


Shirt by Hugo Boss; tie by Holt Renfrew; pants by 
Armani (Holt Renfrew) 
Shoe ty Hugo Boss (Henry) 


Grilled Squid sinled with Scallops & Sourdows 


NEW YEARS EVE PARTY GUIDE bers), no advance tickets 


STWTINUED FROM PAGE 40 The Roxy 


* Edmonton's Hottest New Years 10708 - 124 Street, 453.2440 
‘Experience: Includes first drink, party ¢ Vaudevillian New Year's Eve: with 
Mavours, and champagne Tippy Agogo, Bill Bourne, KO Dance 
Tickets: $25 available at TicketMaster, Project. Mile Zero Dance and the Red am, ya te S 

51.8000 = Deers; there will be visuals and interac- i LT CC tee 
tive stuff, cash bar, snacks and cham- 1h). ie > = 
| Pub pagne at midnight Salmon Pommegrasale Mousse ~ with Wargo and Wba San e 
10108 - 149 Street! 444.1822 © 8 pm (door), 9 pm (show) 
New Year's Eve: With Stone Iris, © Tickets: $30 (advance), $35 (door) 


Sweatpants and Ri 
yak inp Santa Maria Goretti Contre 


Cree Resort ‘ 
, : 11050 - 90 Street, West Side of 
stand Ballroom, The Edmonton Marriott, Commonwealth Stadium, 426.5026 


Bdgala, 
ape ‘ © Family Oriented New Year's Eve Bash: 
Edmonton International New Year's Non-stop dancing with the Night 
® Gala: with music by DJ Tomski, Classics, DJ and dance band at 9 pm; 
pemonton Poker King tournament (5pm), jaw Year's Eve party favours included 
bocktails (7 pm), dinner of distinction ~ . 6 pin; five- 
7-30 pin), Cirque du Soleil style shows paGhame ELE CSPLIDN AERA EVS 


fe /20 pm - 9:30 pm), ballroom dance pre-  COU"SE dinner at 7 pm L : 

| entations (7:30 pm - 9:30 pm), dance © Tickets: $65 (adult)/$35 (child) - 4 ] 00/p oF 

930 pm - 3:00 am) and buffet (11:30 pm) Shaw Conference Centre J 2 ; tt rso 
Tickets: $130 (per person) at Designen —_ 797 Jasper Avenue, 451.8000 GSt_.& Grainot included: 


rs and Gifts, 8526 - : 
493.3877 pew sheet e The 15th Bear Children's Fund New 


Roost Year's Bash 2008: With Thornley, State of int f 
Shock and Tin Foil Phoenix ioanee irk arou nd for the SOun dls of. 
7345 - 104 Street, 426.3150 © 8 pm (door) ; 


pa ¥ 
‘n Affair to Remember-a Black and ® Tickets: $42.40 available at ; ] Re 
ie Party: Celebrate the last New TicketMaster, 451.8000, no tickets avail- 


®a''s Eve at the Roost with a buffet din- able at the door 












ef and party favours Sh Park—Broadmoor Lake * 9:00pm ® $25.00 


Open at? pm 


h Park 
Ickets: $10 (members)/$14 (non-mem- 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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MORE MEN 4 MEN. 


Try us FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/$24*) 


Try Cruiseline Text for free. 
Text “xtra” to SFREE - www.cruiseline.ca 


« LARGE SELECTION OF STYLES 
» SUNGLASSES, CONAGHLENISE 
* EYE EXAMS ty 
e FREE PARKING A 
e EXTENDED HOURS: 
* VERSACE, PRADA, : 4 SB, as 
DIOR, DIESEL, ARMi f 4 Kg , : — ; ; Corset, satin hustle skirt, opera gloves and rose collar by 


“ 3 . re Nightshade Corset, stockings by Leg Avenue 
mention this ad and rec ‘ Dolly shoe by Pleaser (Nightshade Corset) 
an extra 15% off selectet BE 


Pat 


NEW YEARS EVE PARTY GUIDE Jasper Snow Train back to Edmonton 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE For more information phone 


604.886.3427, toll free 1.800.988.5778; ¢ 
Broadmoor Lake Park, Oak Street and 


: mail: info@johnsteel.com, 
Sherwood Drive, Sherwood Park, johnsteel.com/tours/snowtrain.php 
467.2211, strathcona.ab.ca 


: , Sportsworld Roller Skating Disco 
e New Year's Eve Family Festival: Hay 


rides, music, bonfire, games, skating and '9710- 104 Street, 472.6336 
tobogganing (weather permitting) starting © New Years Eve: Open 1 pm - 4:30 pl 
at 4 pm; fireworks start at 8 pm and 7 pm- 1am 


For more information cail Recreation, e New Years Day: 1 pm - 4:30 pm a” 
Parks and Culture, 467.2211 pm - 10:30 pm 


Snow Train to Jasper—Fairmont Starlite Room/Velvet Undergrouné 
Jasper Park Lodge 10030 - 102 Street, 428.1099 
Jasper, 1.800.988.5778 (toll free) © Connected Presents NYE 07 
 W50—New Years in Jasper: Start 2008 Digitalism and Shout Out Out Out Vu! 
in luxury aboard VIA Rail's Snow Train © Germany's Digitalism ‘combines 2%! 
from Edmonton to Jasper. After arriving garage band attitude with pump 
in Jasper the evening starts with the tro music and French house, dance 
- os Tuxes and Tiara’s dinner at the Edith with Shout Out Out Out Out with ' 
, ns a via - Cavell dinning room and an evening with drummers, four bass players, 1w° S# 
V l & ] oO n C a re the "Times Square" event in the Great plers, five synthesizers and two ¥ 
; Hall for a night of dancing and entertain- and Connected Dus Nestor Dela" 
y ment. Enjoy the day in Jasper and a sec- 
ond night at the Fairmont Jasper Park 


B 10347-82 Avenue NW : Edmonton, AB « (780) 432-3882 Lodge. On day three you return on the pons 088 
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» GO WILD THIS 
JEW YEAR' 
DECEMBER 3162007 





THIS NEW YEAR'S EVE, 
YOU HAVE 3 OPTIONS! 


Yiannis Restaurant: Between 5 and 6pm 
Start your new years eve adventure at Yiannis! Make dinner reservations for new years eve, 
and haye a great meal before heading out to celebrate {must be finished by 8pm}. 
The regular menu is offered and there is no entertainment, 







OFPTION 2B 





Yiannis Restaurant: 9pm - Close 
Come for our party! For only $75.00 you can be a part of the new years celebration! This 
includes a four course meal (see option #3 of our party menu), champagne and party favours. 
We will be featuring a double belly dancing show at 10:30 and a Zorbas line dance at 11:30. 
There will be a champagne toast at midnight and party tunes to follow. 


OPTION ©c 


Kazbar Lounge (no minors) 7pm - Close 
For the first year ever, The Kazbar is having a party! Tickets are only $50, and you get 
a three course meal (see option #2 of our party menu), champagne and party favours. 
All this in our beautiful Morrocan lounge. 
We will be featuring a belly dance show at 1pm and a champagne toast at midnight! 





(INCLUDES: SHOW, MIDNIGHT BUFFET AND PARTY FAVOURS) 
ET YOUR TICKETS BEFORE THEY'RE SOLD OUT 


GO WILD ON SO**!! 


476-3388 © 12912-5057. 
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WUEWEEKLY 


YOUR CHANCE TO WIN 


TCUEN TL 


“Vef*ReTeleMef 


PRESENTS. 


BROILER 4 TAPROOM 


NEW UCAS CVE 
DLN 2 DINNEDS FOR TWO 


To enter: 


1. Be amember of VUE WEEKLY’S FIRST READ 
(Go to www.vueweekly.com to subscribe) 


2. Send your name and daytime phone number to 


NW eens com 


(Your email must match your subscription to HRST READ) 





. 


Shirt and belt by Diesel; jean and hat by Goorin; sport shoe by D&G (Henry) 


NEW YEARS EVE PARTY GUIDE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 44 

Morrison, Dusty Grooves, Mikey Wong, 
and Hector Castro 

° 9pm 

© First 150 tickets: $30 at Blackbyrd and 
TicketMaster 451.8000; next 300 tickets: 
$60 at Foosh, Yess Hair, Blackbyrd, and 
TicketMaster; final 300 tickets: $90 only 
from Connected 

Suede Lounge 

11806 Jasper Avenue, 482.0707 

© New Year's Eve including five-course 


meal, Moet champagne, party favours, 
DJs and dancing 





¢ 5 pm - 6 pm (early seating); 8 pm - 9 
pm (late seating) 


e Call for tickets/reservations 482.0707 
Sutton Place Hotel 
10235 - 101 Street, 428.7111/441.3032 


e New Year's Eve Dinner and Dance: 
Includes a five-course dinner in Capitals 
Restaurant, a glass of champagne and 
dancing in Central Park Lounge with music 
by the Charlie Austin Band, and one night 
stay in a deluxe guestroom; self parking 
included and valid on Dec 31, 2007 only 


e Seatings at 6 pm 


© Tickets: $275 (per couple) must be 18 
years of age or older 





© Reservations are required, please call 
780.441.3032 


© The Morning After ... Brunch: A New 
Year's Day Brunch in Capitals Restaurant 
topped off with desserts from the 
Chocoholic Buffet, includes a complimen- 
tary glass of champagne and orange 
juice; Tue, Jan 1, 2008 

e Brunch Seatings: 11 am - 2 pm 

e Tickets: $45 (per adult)/$42 (per sen 
ior)/$22 (child 4 - 12 years) 

e For reservations, please call 
780.441.3032 

The Taphouse 

9020, Mckenney Avenue, St. Albert, 
458.0860 


New Year's at the Taphouse: Featuiing 
the original folky, rock reggae band 
Current Swell from Victoria 


© 8 pm (door) 

© Tickets: $25 (includes champagn: 
Teddy's 

11361 Jasper Avenue, 488.0984 


e New Year's Eve party with Eamo! 
McGrath, the City Streets and the 5° 
Fires 


© 8 pm (door), 9:30 pm (band) 


© Call 488.0984 for more oo 


© Tickets: $10 available at: Listen, 8! 
Byrd, Megatunes or through the band 


Touch Ultra Lounge 


River Cree Resort, Enoch, 
995.4000/405.1000 


e Crack the Vault 2008 

© 9pm-2:30 am 

© Tickets: $50 (event and party favo" 
other ticket packages available a! 


s—= 
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25 available at TicketMaster, 


e Avenue, 437.7699 
pney with Octane New Year's 


325 (adv) phone for reserved 
| front-of-the-line information 


eet, 476.3388 

the Brent Lee Band, concert 
ticket giveaways, door prizes, midnight 
buffet, and party favours 
© 7 pm (door) 
® Tickets: $27.50 


Wooly Bully’s Pub 
9230 Gateway Blvd, 435.2886 % 


e 2008 New Year's Mixture Madness: 
Includes party favours, midnight appetiz- 
ers, champagne and one complimentary 
beverage before midnight. Dress smart 
casual, dress up or down 


© Tickets: $20 available at 435.2886, © 
woolybullyspub.com 


World Waterpark 
WEM, 444.5321 


© New Year's Eve Family Beach 
PartySplash and slide into 2008: Annual 
event with a Hawaiian theme this year, 
party fayours, magicians, music, prizes, 
indoor fireworks display 

© 6 pm - midnight 

* Tickets: Cabanas cannot be 
reserved in advance and are available 
on a first-come first-serve basis for 
$60 for the ight; Advance tickets 
available until Dec 25: $69.95 (family 
pass, valid for up to four people); 
$14.95 (for additional family mem- 
bers)/$27.95 (single ticket); Advance 
licket prices available from Dec 26 - 
31; $79.95 (family pass, valid for up to 
four peaple); $16.95 (for additional 
family members)/$31.95 (single tick- 
et); $6.50 (Luau combo meal) 


* Tickets available by phone at 
444.5321, at World Waterpark, or visit 
the quest services location across from 
Galaxyland’s main gate 


(WIG 


NEW YEAR'S EV 


Year Ender Bender 


* New Year's Eve pub crawl: New Year's 
Eve special bus tour/pub crawl; eight dif- 
ferent routes, more than nine different 
Nightclubs, as well as access to the 
exclusive Bounce Gala—dress your danc- 
ing best. At your first destination you 
feceive party favours, your party pack and 
will have time to mingle with every one 
at that stop. From there you will receive 
VIP acces to more New Year's Eve parties 
before arriving at your final destination to 
Ting in the new year 

© Eight routes available with the follow- 
ing starting Locations: the Ranch 
Roadhouse, Oil City, Union, the Globe, 
Hudsons Campus, Hudsons Whyte, 
Hudsons Downtown, Squires 

© Starts at 5 pm 


© Tickets: Starting at $35 (includes a 
complimentary drink at your starting loca- 
tion, drink specials, VIP access to four 
different New Year's Eve parties, compli- 
mentary champagne, a New Year's Eve 
countdown at your final destination) 


© Tickets available by phone at 
70.CRAWL 


Yiannis 

10444 - 82 Avenue, 433.6768 

© Option A: reservations between 5 and 
6 pm; must be finished by 8 pm; regular 
menu is offered, no entertainment 

® Option B: 9 pm to closing; includes 
four-course meal, champagne and party 
favours. Featuring belly dancing and a 
Zorbas line dance at 11:30 pm; cham- 
pagne toast at midnight, party tunes to 
follow; tickets: $75 

Yiannis—Kasbar Lounge 

10444 - 82 Avenue, basement, 433.6768 
© Yiannis’ Option C: Kazbar's first New 
Year's Eve party. Includes a three-course 
meal in a Morrocan lounge setting with 
champagne and party favours. Belly 
dance show at 11 pm, champagne toast 
at midnight 

© No minors 

© 7 pm to closing time 

® Tickets: $50 

Yuk Yuk's Komedy Kabaret 


Londonderry Mall lower level, 6606 - 137 
Avenue, 481.9857 

e New Year's Eve with Joey Elias from 
Montreal; include party favours, a glass 
of champagne at midnight 


© Tickets: $90 (dinner and show)/$45 


* (show only) 


© Call 481.9857 for reservations, or visit: 
yukyuks.com 3 


Tickets are “qy4 
$25 dancejonly™ 
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SSF" SOUTHSIDE LOCATION 


HITEMUD CROSSING 4581717 ’ 
rye INTHE NEW-YEAR AT 


THE BIG STARS ARE YOU! 


$15 GENERAL PARTY ADMISSION | 
$25 GUARANTEED RESERVED SEATING 
CALL 485 1717 FOR TICKETS AND EVENT DETAILS 


O-¥-£-2-1-I-M-¢ DOWNTOWN LOCATION 


10304-111 St 423-1643 


tute get Al OVERTIME, 


THE BEST ND BS PARTY IN EDMONTON! 


TIGHETS SIE GENERAL PARTY ADMISSION §2C GUARANTEED RESERVED SEATING CALL 422 1042 FOR TICHETS AND EVENT DETAILS 
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PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 


u jas Carol just seems to 
ate in Edmonton. Not 
only is there the long-running 


Citadel production, but in the shad- 
ows, The Christmas Carol Project, 
a singsong Version of the tale has also 
heen coming back year after year—for 
longer, ven, as this marks the show’s 
12th 
13 years ago, I had this idea 
of doing a big musical that would fea- 
ture a lot of Edmonton’s top musi- 
cians,” explains John Armstrong, the 
show's creator/producer. "I was look- 
ing for a vehicle for that, and it hap- 
pened to be around Christmas time 
that | caught the old Alistair Sim 
Christmas Carol movie. It’s the perfect 
Slory: so many great, strong character 
Parts. set about writing it out in bite- 
Sized chunks, conducive to songwrit- 
ers writing songs, that would carry 
the story,” 
Each of the assembled musicians 
Wrote their own character's songs, 


and, ed together with narrated 
Segments, they tunefully retell the 
Story of Serooge’s ghostly intervention 


«9 CLEARLY LAS! 





THE NUT CRACKER | 52 


Putting the carols back 
in Christmas Carol 


FA, EC 14- SAT DEC 22 (8M) 

THE CHRISTMAS 

CAROL PROJECT 

DIRECTED BY TIM FOLKMANN 

MUSICAL DIRECTION BY JOHN ARMSTRONS 
FEATURING BILL BOURNE TOM AOSEANOV 
OXY THEATRE (10708-124STREED, 22-535 


PREVUE 


and subsequent redemption. 

As of last year, the show’s no 
longer confined to the stage, either: 
through a lucky connection—"It 
always takes knowing a guy,” Arm- 
strong laughs—The Christmas Carol 
Project managed to get picked up for a 
televised broadcast. 

“For all of the cast, that was the 
dream: ‘Get this off the ground, then 
we'll get it made for film or television, 
then tour the world,” he says, “We got 
the greenlight on December 21st, 
2005, right in the middle of our run. | 
got to go into the theatre and say, 
‘We're gonna be on television!’” 


HE DOES ADMIT, however, that mold- 
ing the stageshow for the time con- 
straints of television meant making a 
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few cuts. “It was quite challenging, 
taking a 90-minute stage production 
and turning it into a 45-minute televi- 
sion show. We had to cut quite a few 
songs; there’s 23 songs in [the stage 
production] and the television show 
has 16,” 

They also shot it out of season, in 
the heat of the summer. 

“We staged the show in the middle 
of June, so it was boiling hot, [but] 
everyone still had to dress like it was 
the middle of winter,” he laughs. 

The project was picked up on 
Chum television, and after airing last 
December, the show was a hit, even 
earning a few rave reviews out of 
Toronto. While that doesn’t mean 
Armstrong’s about to abandon the 
good ship Edmonton, it does hint at a 
possible, travelling future for the 
show. Afterall, the story's lasting pop- 
ularity does extend past the Edmon- 
ton city limits. 

"IA Christmas Carol}’s probably pop- 
ular in a lot of places,” says Arm- 


strong in a bit of understatement. “It's . 


a timeless story; something that 
everyone can learn from.” w 
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Enjoy a beautiful selection 

of greenery and ornaments, and 

make this a holiday season to 

reflect, relax, and reconnect. 
‘ ? 

Hote’s GREENHOUSES & GARDENS LTD, ST. ALBERT, ALBERTA 
8 419-6800 WWW.HOLESONLINE.COM 
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Nutcracker is sweet for the children 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 

espite being trained at the prestigious 
Di Conservatory of Dance in Avi- 

gnon, Francois Chevennement—Alberta 
Ballet's (AB) former principal dancer—never 
performed in The Nutcracker as a young man. 
Though it’s a staple for North American chil- 
dren, as Chevennement explains, the classic 
ballet is viewed slightly differently in Europe. 

“The Nutcracker isn’t a Christmas dance in 
Europe. It’s just a normal production, like Swan 
Lake or Sleeping Beauty," he says. 

Chevennement has since made up for lost 
time: during AB’s annual productions of The 
Nutcracker, he performed every role possible, 
from the flagrant Drosselmeyer to the dazzling 
Nutcracker Prince. And since retiring from AB, 
he’s added a new role to his repertoire. 

“1 now do the Sugar Plum Fairy as well,” 
explains Chevennement. He’s not simply trying 
to be a completist, though: since retiring, he’s 
taken over the role of Edmonton’s rehearsal 
director for the children who perform in AB's 
Nutcracker. To help him teach the roles, he fills 
in for the absentee company members. 

“I try to be as close as they will have on stage 
with the dancers—it’s difficult if nobody is there 
for them to interact with,” Chevennement says. 
“All the kids are surprised when they see me in 
rehearsal because I am changing roles, running 
like crazy from one place to the other. They're 
wide-eyed and wondering how I could remem- 
ber all those parts. I tell them, ‘That's from my 
experience in the Alberta ballet, and! have 
already been cast in those roles.’” 


CHEVENNEMENT REHEARSES with the students 
nine times before the children finally get to 
work with their fellow dancers, and as he 
explains, their excitement certainly doesn't diss- 
apate when they're exposed to the real thing. 

“| try to help them to understand they're just 
normal people. ‘Don’t’ be scared about the 
dancers. They are not going to bite you!” he 
tells them, explaining that backstage the 
dancers will chat with them and make them feel 
comfortable. 


Fal, EC 14- SU, DEC 6 (2PM, 730) 
THE NUTCRACKER 


Late 
=— 
ee PRESENTED BY ALBERTA BALLET 
2 | CHOREOGRAPHED BY MIKKO NISSINEN 
JUBILEEAUDITORIUM 
SaD/S04 


After the children arrive at the theatre 
Chevennement’s job is technically suppsed to be 
over. 

“It's not really over, [though],” he se) 
explaining that he still likes helping the children 
Ballet Master Edmund Stripe takes control, bul 
Chevennement doesn’t find it very relaxing. “N 
no, no, it’s even worse. Sometimes the bal 
master makes some changes. It looks like little 
changes, but to some of those kids, beca\ 
they're ten years old, it looks like a big change 
It could be terrible.” 

Adding to the excitement, the children try 0! 
their costumes for the first time. The childret 
who are magically transformed into toy soldict 
and angels are usually quite enthralled, acco’ 
ing to Chevennement, while those who have 
don the mouse costumes are somewhat |< 
than enchanted: padded, bulky and hot, w'" 
large, heavy head that obscures their vision 
costumes also have a tail, which can get @\” 
tricky if it’s not properly attached to the dance 
wrist. 

“Last year, one of the mice forgot to atl 
the tail, and it was everywhere!” xc’! 
Chevennement. Fortunately, the chile 
dodged it successfully until someon¢ * 
Chevennement whispering to them 10!" 
side of the stage, and passed along @ messap’ 
The tail was quickly under control. 

The memory makes Chevennement !@¥8" 
and reminds him that though his job ©°" 
exhausting, it’s always fun. 

“The best time for me,” he says, “is Whe" °° 
the kids come out on stage with a big s™'" 
their face, the little sparkle of joy in their «)" 

“They dance perfectly,” he adds, 2" 
are always tears when it’s all over and 
say goodbye.” vw 
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tre engages the 
swinging us right by 
mes and make-up 
characters and story. 
us on board, it’s a 


| pantomime, Sinbad 
; of rude jokes and 
neals to popular culture, poking at 
fitics, gender, music and movies. 
me Sinbad, played by Dave 
sikowski, takes us over the top 
th faux elegance, and has us 
ighing him/her right from the 
_ With the Dame as our mocking 
ide, we tour through ancient lands 
d an immediately recognizable 
of love and stupidity. 
he puppets and set design of 
fichael Kurs add to the fantastic, with 
set that spins out like a giant trans- 
mer, fascinating the audience with 
he various shapes and backdrops that 
merge over the course of the 
ing. Sinbad appeals to a wide age 
oup, with a sword-fight scene for 
younger folk featuring slow 
lotion Matrix-style saves, a black- 
rendition of “Thriller,” provincial 
litical innuendos and, well, jokes 
lat appeal to an adult sort of nature. 
le cast plays funny many different 
's, and the monkey, Abigail New- 
in, manages to steal the show (and 
ie dumplings) without saying a word. 


BAD'S RELATIONSHIP with the 


idience runs past the usual emo- 
Onal response and asks for input. 


tinsel 


carols 
candy canes ~ 


Monday, 17.December 2007, 7:00 PM FREE Admission 
Unitarian Church of Edmonton (10804 119 Street) 
www.evmchoir.com 780.479.2038 





/ the pantomime sailor 


Edmonton Vocal Minority presents... 


SS | UNTILSAT DEC 15TH 


= | SINBAD THE SAILOR 
DIRECTED BY RANDY BROSOAKY 

WRITTEN BY PAUL REAKES 

STARRING CALEY SULAK DAVE WOLKOWSK, 

CARMEL KING, SCOTT ¢ BOURGEOIS 

SET DESIGN AND PUPPETRY BY MICHAEL URS 

WATER HU t-te 


Reflexes are tested, a camel’s name 
must be guessed and the requisite 
boos and hisses called out when vil- 
lains enter the scene. Asking for 
audience participation is a risk in the 
television age, when entertainment 
is delivered with so little effort on 
our parts. Part of how great this kind 
of a show is depends on who you see 
it with. As an audience, we were a 
little rusty, but we learned from the 
more experienced hecklers how to 
help the ham along, some of us more 
vigorously than others. 

Even the technical difficulties fit in 
as part of the effect. When the set 
swings out of place and the set- 
movers play it up, it’s hard to tell if 
that was planned or capitalized 
upon. And when the Barracuda’s mic 
wasn't turned on for the first half, it 
made Jackie Lotery’s British voice 
coming from inside the puppet even 
more endearing. 

When the audience is on board 
with the show, we'll overlook any- 
thing to stay, like a dream where the 
clock tells time in alphabet letters. 
Fortunately for Sinbad, Randy 
Brososky’s directing brings this Ara- 
bian Tale to a place where the ridicu- 
lous makes perfect sense. v 
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Edmonton's Christmas 
Carol tradition continues 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly,com 

harles Dickens originally 

wrote A Christmas Carol to 

pay off his heavy debt, but the 
book did so much more than put 
money back in his pockets. After 
selling 6000 copies in its first week— 
quite the feat for 1843—it went on to 
become one of his most enduring 
works of all time. Fittingly, Tom 
Wood's adapted Christmas Carol is in 
itself a timeless version of this 19th 
century classic. 

The show has carved a little niche 
for itself in Edmonton, dazzling crit- 
ics into rave reviews and audiences 
into repeated visits. All of the gift- 
wrapped praise is deserved, too 
after so many runs—this is its eighth 
seasonal return to the Citadel—it’s 
still overflowing with heart, charm, 
and excitement. 

A Christmas Carol follows the most 
important night of Ebenezer 
Scrooge'’s life, as three spectres 
attempt to change his miserly old 
ways. They let him glimpse into his 
past, present and possible future in 
an attempt to rekindle his dim, cold 
heart, and spare him the post- 
mortem fate of his business partner, 
Marley (Larry Yachimec), who walks 
his afterlife in anguish for his bitter- 
ness on Earth. 

Tom Wood, the usual Scrooge 
John Wright tackles the role on 
alternate nights) fills out the anchor- 
ing role with focused energy. He 
hobbles around the stage Hum-bug- 
ging to everyone, cackling to himself 
and generally being the festive dick 
he’s supposed to be. We all love a 
good redemption story, and seeing 
Wood's Scrooge go from this crass 
vulture of a man to a benevolent, 
jovial type seems both genuine and, 
heartwarming. 


with 





UNTIL SUN, DEC 23 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
DIRECTED BY BOB BAKER 

ANAPTED BY AND STARRING TOM WOOD 
TE CARTE ALATA 


= 
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But shouldering the show falls on 
more than just Wood; the rest of the 
ensemble cast all fill their respective 
shoes with as much soul as they can 
muster. Tiny Tim (Seth Johnson) is 
heart-tuggingly adorable; Fezziwig 
(Sheldon Bergstrom) is kind and 
jovial; Cratchit John Ullyatt) is the 
honest, caring father. They all play 
their parts with joy; the younger 
members of the cast are excited to 
be part of something as magical as 
this, and the adults get to play char 
acters they grew up with 


THE SHOW'S SPECIAL EFFECTS 


almost trump the flesh-and-blood 


<= Chorealis 

ZS Judith Richardson, soprano 
Edmonton Vocal Minority 
Carol Singing 

Refreshments 
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council 


acting, taking the actors and 
endowing them with more than just 
costumes and make-up. After his 
spooky appearance, Marley’s ghost 
takes flight for his big exit, and the 
double-decker Ghost of Christmas 
Yet To Come still draws a gasp out 
of the audience, most of whom 
have probably seen it before— 
although if there’s one complaint to 
be made, it’s that the enormous 
ghost’s hands seem overly comical 
and step out of line with the real- 
ism prevalent everywhere else in 
Christmas Carol 
The rotating, movable st 
changes into whatever it needs to be 
for the past, present or future. Paired 
with Bob Baker's careful direction, it 
encompasses the audience as actors 
enter and exit from all sides 
Many critics have stopped 

reviewing A Christmas Carol alto- 
gether, and it’s easy to see why: it’s 
transcended “show” status, and 
become a tradition onto itself 
Families come back eve 
large chunks of the cast do, 
and neither bunch gets sick of it 
Going to A Christmas Carol is like 
knowing exactly what you're get- 
ting for Christmas, but being all the 
more excited because of it. v 
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It’s the Origins that keeps this group togethe; 


__ AGHIESZKA MATEJKO / agnieszka@vueweekly.com 


ike most art students, Carol 

Buski couldn't wait to graduate. 

soon as she got her piece of 

paper with the words “Bachelor of 

Fine Arts” embossed in gold letters on 

it, she was free. There would be no 

more assignments, no all-nighters 

before portfolio deadlines, she could 

paint without a prof hanging over her 

shoulder: freedom was bliss. Then 

reality hit. Buski found herself walk- 

ing to a silent studio to face the fright- 
ening blankness of a canvas. 

As her profound loneliness grew, 
so did Buski’s determination not to 
be one of the statistics—about 90 per 
cent of BFA’s drop out of art due to 
isolation, poverty or career 
demands. Besides, she had some- 
thing to spur her on: the support of 
former classmates. 

“We were an exceptional year that 
way,” explains Buski. “We had heard 
that previous graduating classes had 
been much more cutthroat.” 

So, Buski contacted her small and 
diverse community about putting on a 
group show, Origins—entitled partly 
in honor of the members’ shared his- 
tory as 2005 Art and Design grads 
from the University of Alberta. 


e UNTIL SUN, DEC 30 

ORIGINS 

X | WORKS BY DEVON BEGGS, CAROL BUSK, TERESA 
NACHANOSKL, SEAN MONTGOMERY, 
JOD) TYCHKOWSKY, BARRIE JAMES SUTCLIFFE, 
CAITLIN SIAN RICHARDS 
STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY 


Her former classmates’ response 
was overwhelming. Everyone was 
anxious to help organize the show 
and to share his or her artistic evolu- 
tion. As it turned out, it had been a 
fascinating and varied transitional 
two years for all of them. 


FOR CAITLIN SIAN RICHARDS, one of 
Buski’s classmates who is taking part 
in the show, the art-making process 
became less restrained once she left 
university. 

“! felt self-conscious working out 
my ideas in a shared space,” she 
explains. Now she is free to make 
mistakes and take risks. The small, 
expressively drawn portraits that she 
contributed to the show became 
increasingly intimate—as if the view- 
er could look deep into Richards’ pri- 
vate world. Richards also found a 
creative way to alleviate her isola- 
tion: she participated in drink and 


draw parties. “[The parties] took me 
out of my comfort zone,” recalls 
Richards with humor. 

Barrie James Sutcliffe had a similar 
take on the post-university experi- 
ence. As much as he understood the 





necessity of professors to guide con- 
cepts, it could be stifling. 

“It did make me repress my speech 
for fear of it being deemed not good 
enough,” he explains. Since graduat- 
ing he has had a chance to become 


more sensitive to what he wan). ‘ 

say, and his drawings became 2 ,.),” 
cized and intensely felt Social , 
mentary on Edmonton's unres,... 
urban sprawl. 

While the transition from Student 
artist has been the most diffic,,; f 2 
Buski, her deep and painful question, 
ing also bore fruit. One day, as sj. a 
despondently staring at her textural 
abstracts, a figure emerge ;, 4 
under her brush. It was the artist hel 
self walking into a new and unkn vied 
landscape. She named it “s; a 
Fright” as the painful period of chy, 
had crystallized in this painting 

While everyone in the group found 
their new freedom deeply insigh ful 
on many levels, the loss of a stable , 
community and regular feedbac\ Was 
intense. With this show, though thats 
exactly what they hope to amend 
They have already planned to inee, 
for regular critiques and to turn the); 
show into an annual event. 

“Why be alone when you can op 
through this difficult process tovet. 
er?” smiles Buski. “We get so {ue 
when we are together, so po 
about what we can do. It’s a lot ea 
when you have six other people want- 
ing to attain the same goal.” v 


Stra ined 








Mapping more of Baker's ‘Expanse’ in The Cities of the Grey-Green Gian 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 

enry Darger’s imagined alter- 
H= dimension wasn’t discov- 

ered until after the Chicago 
janitor’s death in the early 1970s. The 
lavish, unnerving illustrated scenes of 
child-led warfare and intrigue that 
played out his private fantasy saga 
recalled the Victorian serial comic Lit- 
tle Nemo in Slumberland and the 
chronicles of HG Wells and Jules 
Verne, but hinted at something either 
much darker or more innocent than a 
grown man should harbour. 

Tony Baker's Expanse—receiving 
its latest incarnation with his show 
The Cities of the Grey-Green 
Giant at Front Gallery—is more 
directed and self-aware (and much 
less creepy) that Darger’s realms, but 
no less sprawling, rich or com- 
pelling. Over the past few years, the 
former Edmontonian has grown a 
sci-fi universe around a motley crew 
of alien and robot protagonists, 
blending his love of Heavy Metal 
magazine and other-nostalgic sci-fi 
touchstones with abstract expres- 
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THE CITIES OF THE GREY- 
GREEN GIANT 

WORKS BY TONY BAKER 

THEFRONT GALLERY (12312 JASPER AE 
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sionism, informed by history and 
myth encountered through his long- 
time companion’s studies of classic 
civilizations and their “Have we 
learned nothing?” parallels with 
modern conflicts. 

The Expanse—Baker's term for his 
conjured part of the space-time contin- 
uum—now has maps, histories, varying 
alien ethnicities, cultures, locales and 
mythology to fill out his original story- 
line, which had its roots in the kind of 
self-amusing daydreams bright people 
in dull jobs transpose over reality to 
make it somewhat bearable. 

The story so far has been limned by 
Baker through paintings and draw- 
ings, soundtracked by sci-fi pop 
music, gathered into pages of prose, 
and in the case of a creature called 
“Tapey,” made into hybrid action fig- 


ures/sculptures. Baker has even nod- 
ded at the idea of science fiction fan- 
dom by making buttons of characters 
for a past show. (A good deal of his 
work is documented on his blog and 
website, tonythebaker.blogspot.com 
and tonybaker.ca.) 


ENSCONCED IN TORONTO for a tittle 


over a year now, Baker has ditched 
day jobs and is fully immersed in his 
artistic practice, which itself is fully 
immersed in The Expanse. Back in 
Edmonton for about six weeks over 
the holidays, he’s showing his 
progress at two venues: The Front 
Gallery hosts new paintings from now 
until just before Christmas, while Har- 
court House will be the locale for a 
project inspired by “Choose You Own 
Adventure” books in mid-January. 
“Harcourt is where I can make 
paintings and drawings that don’t 
need to be pretty,” he jokes. “Unlike 
The Front, where they have to be 
nice-looking enough to buy. The 
Harcourt show will be more context 
for the Expanse and explore extra 
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Assistant Diploma Program 

+ Assist clients to increase mobility, recover from 
injury and improve ability to function independently 

* Work in institutional and community settings 

* Full-time and distance delivery 


Apply now! Student funding available. 


ARTS 


narrative and how it butts up 
against fine art and the melding of 
nerdy science stuff, while the paint- 
ings at Front are more formalist and 
pay more attention to beauty and 
colour and stuff.” 

The work at the Front is more 
uniform in execution, medium, and 
scope. Consisting solely of Baker’s 
paintings, The Cities of the Grey- 
Green Giant is concerned specifically 
with the home planet of the chief 
protagonist of The Expanse stories 
(and likely biographical stand-in for 
the real Baker), a sweet hapless 
being called “Migo,” an inter-world 
trader under the thumb of an ill- 
tempered boss, a kind of quasi-mili- 
tary J Jonah Jameson. 

“These started out as my version of 
landscape paintings,” Baker explains 
of his cluttered cityscapes that simul- 
taneously manage to evoke the Left 
Bank, cubism and graffiti. “And I 
thought, ‘How can I nerd these up a 
bit?’ So I added all these fun blurbs for 
each of the cities. And there are little 
fellas walking around in them. | could 


Your Questo 
a Career starts here. 


Call (780) 644-6000 


never go all the way to tru 
abstract—there's always some gu 
the corner or space planes in the s 
or something representational ' 

Baker's hanging tags for The Cilss 
describe the tensions between tle 
“self-sufficient city-states” of 
home world, separated not or 
geography and culture but also 
unrelenting paranoia and hoslilily 
that marks the “current” era of The 
Expanse. (As in the original Star Wa 
movie, we join a story in progres 
bowed under with the weis! 
shadowy prior acts only partial 
revealed in myth). 

“There's a quality of fabl: 
Expanse,” Baker notes. “I’m builii' 
towards this Odyssey-like journ 
overcoming all these obstacik 
circumstances. It’s pretty stand" 
and facile and shows all my '! 
ences, except it’s set in this art-\' 
weird enough to not be totally | 
so I can make fun of our wo 
point out all this pointless dea’ 
destruction in a not-bludgeoni": 
over-the-head way." Vv 


















‘celebrated Christmas classic, 
i anied by the 


5S BUGER 72310 Jasper Ave (482-2854) 
Tue-Sat 1fam-Spm * Rotating show of gallery 
Jemy Heine, David 
rds, and Emestine Tahedi * Through December 
BEAT ‘26 St. Anne St, St. Albert (459- 
73 YARDLEY JONES; until Jan. 2 © 


ERY 9535 Jaspar Ave * TOWARDS SEEING 
NG: Photographs by Ted Kerr * Until Jan. 4 


GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 
) Jasper Ave (422-6223) * Open Mon-Fri 10: 
\: 10:30am-8pm (4-8pm free); Sat-Sun 11am-Spm 
Drop-In Tours: Sat and Sun (12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 
30pm) * FUN HOUSE: Artworks explore the idea of con- 
fructed jilusion, trampe t'oeil, false reality and faux fin- 
intl Jan. 6 © THE 1950s FORD SHOW: drawings of a 
[950 Ford from memony, until Jan. 6 © MEW 
SNUISITIONS: Curated by Catherine Crowston; until Feb. 
7 FH. VARLEY: PORTRAITS INTO THE LIGHT. Portraits 
‘one of the Group of Seven; until Feb. 17 ¢ Members 


pe; $10 (adultl/S7 (senior/student); $5 (6-12yrs)/free 
and'under\/$20 {family—2 adults, 4 children) 


TSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3 fl, 10217-106 St (423- 
(439-9532) ® Open Thu (5-8pm) or by appointment 
pt Dec. 27. clased for Christmas) # 17404: Artworks 
y Monica Pitre, Gillian Willans, Andrea Pinheiro and 
uesis * Urol Jan. 17 


1E D’ARTS WISUELS DE L/ALBERTA 9103-95 Ave 
‘Mon-Fri 1Gam-6pm; Sat: 10am-Spm © MINIATURES 
0 MORE: Arworks and crafts by various artists; water- 
lours by Judith Kubae ¢ Until Dec. 20 


B GALLERY fin 1-1 Fine Arts Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave 
2-2081) ‘Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2-5pm 
p BETWEEN: Printworks by Scott 


OMT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave (498-2952) * New 
abstract work by Tony Baker © Until Dec. 15 


ILLERY A | of A Museums, Museums and Collections 
. Main Floor, TELUS Centre for Professianal 
felonment. 1 of A (492-5834) « Open: Wed-Sat 12- 
De DRESSED TO RULE 18th century court attire from 
i sical (1644-1911), curated by John Vollmer © 


Y AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 

it Fi, Sir Winston Churehill Sq (496-7030) * Open Mon- 

‘Spun; Sat Sam-8pm; Sun 1-5pm # ORIGINS: Group 
by eeamt BRA grads ® Until Dec. 31 


a 112 
geese 





Mary Deeprose, and Janice Bonsant Wilson, i 
McAmmond © Until Jan, § maa 


McMULLEN GALLERY Ui of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) « Open Mon-Fri 10am-pm Sat-Sun 18pm # 
FOUR OUTSIDE VIEWS: A compilation of four artists” 
works that offer a glimpse into Alberta's diverse land- 
Scapes * Dec. 15-Feb. 10 


‘MECPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) « Open 

1-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm « Anions by 
oe Society of Western Canadian Anists; until 

an. Room Paintings by M 
Paranych; until Jan. 3 = = wd 
MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St, St. Albe 
Y rt 

(459-1528) © PRINCESS LOUISE-AWOMAN OF SUB- 
STANCE: An exhibit about Princess Louise Alberta, the 


daughter of Queen Victoria and namesake of i 
* Dec. 18-Feb. 17 ee tee 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stolelr 
Gallery, 9704-111 Ave (474-7611) © Open: Mon, Wed, Fri 
9;30am-2:30pm; Tue, Thu 9:30am-4pm and 6-8pm # 
UNDER THE INFLUENCE ® Until Dec. 31 


OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave (378- 
0240) * Open: Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm, Sun 12-4 pm « 
MERGING SPIRITS: Stone, metal and wire sculptures by 
Shumba Ash. There will be paintings, glass jewellery 
Glass art, and pottery * Until Dec. 16 * Open house: 
every Sunday until Christmas (12-4pm) 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (465- 
2162) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm or by appointment 
Sun-Mon 11am-5pm * FIREWORKS-SILVER AND STEEL: 
New sculptures by Isla Burns and works by silversmith 
Karen Cantine * Until Jan. 5 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 Jasper Ave 
(455-7479) ® Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * Artworks by 
Alice Teichert, Phil Darrah, Peter von Tiesenhausen, 
David Janzen, David Cantine, Linda Lindemann, Jonathan 
Forrest, David Alexander 


PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Rd, Sherwood Park 
(467-3038) © Paintings by Audrey Pfannmuller, Gregg 
Johnson, Bern Will Brown, Roger D. Amdt, Jonn Einerssen, 
Brent Heighton, Murray Phillips, and Brazilian soapstone 
sculptures by Vance Theoret * Until Dec. 15 


PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) * Open Tue- 
Fri 12-8pm; Sat 12-7pm © MEDLEY FIELDS: Artworks by 
Giselle Denis ® Until Dec. 31 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, St. 
Albert (460-4310) ¢ Open Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu 
{1Gam-8pm) * GUILDED: Artworks by Susan Casault, 
Carroll Charest, Julie Anne Hage, Audry Hewlett, Donna 
Hillier, Julie Kaldenhoven, Peg McPherson, Kathie 
Pavelich, Patricia Trudeau, Linda Willard * Until Dec. 22 
© Art for the artist-at-heart: Drop-in: Dee. 13 (7-9pm); 
$10 © ArtVentures: Wonderful winter weavings: Dec. 15 
{1-4pm) for children 6-12 yrs 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 10130-103 St, Mezz (426- 
4035) * UABANSCAPES. Paintings by Pauline Ulliac. 
Featuring paintings and sculptures by various artists 


SCOTT GALLERY 1041 1-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-Spm ¢ CHRISTMAS TREASURES; Martha Cole 
{textile-based landscapes), Robert Sinclair (watercolours 
and artist's albums), Jim Stokes and Lynn Malin (paint- 
ings), Linda O'Neill (florals and landscapes), Arlene 
Wasylynchuk (landscapes) * Until Dec. 22 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) ¢ Open Tue- 
Sat 12-5pm # A PERFECT CHRISTMAS PRINT AFFAIR: 
Featuring affordable limited-edition, original prints and 
handmade cards by professional and emerging artists. 
Proceeds go to support community programming at SNAP 
© Until Dec. 22 


SPRUCE GROVE GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove 
(962-0664) * ANNUAL CHRISTMAS STORE GIFT AND 
ART SALE # Until Dec. 22 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452-9100) © 
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE SCIENCE KIND: interactive 
feature exhibit « LEGO-CHRISTMAS EXPRESS. Daily dis- 
play * Christmas Under the Dome: Laser shows in the 
Margaret Zeidler Star Theatre; Dec. 22-Jan.6 * The /MAX 
Nutcracker: Dec. 22-Jan. 6; daily (11am) ¢ Observatory 
hours: Sat, Sun, holidays {1-4pm); Fri-Sun (7-10pm) 


‘TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) * Doug Haslam, 
Canadian furniture makers * Until Dec. 22 


WAAA GALLERY 31d Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) © Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm ¢ 
PASSAGES: 2008: Artworks by Leona Olausen and Audra 
Schoblocher * Until Dec. 22 

URBAN ROOTS 10418 Whyte Ave (438-7978) * COLLEC- 
TION: Artworks by Oksana Movchan * Until Feb. 2 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) # 
2008 CALENDAR COLLECTION: Group show * Until Dec 
20 





LITERARY 


oS 4S ree 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) * Story 
Slam: An opportunity for writers to share their work, 
explore their talents and show off * 3rd Wed each 
month * $5 (donation) 


‘THE CARROT 9351-118 Ave (471-1580) * Readings by 
upcoming writers * Until Dec. 13 (7pm) 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE College Plaza, 11116-82 Ave * 
‘Spoken word open mic; last Wed each month 
TALES.—THE ALBERTA LEAGUE ENCOURAGING 
‘STORYTELLING fosie'’s Bar and Grill, 10475-80 Ave (992- 
4409) * Story Cafés: Mavericks: open mic opportunity * 
Ist Thu each month; 7-Spm 


TALES.—THE ALBERTA LEAGUE ENCOURAGING 
‘STORYTELLING (437-9555) * City Ans aie. ape 
Ave: Monthly Storytelling Circle: Everyone welcome to tel 
stories or eee listen; 2nd Fri each month through 
to June 2008 (8pm); $3 admission, first time free * 
Christmas Tallaround: Fri, Dec. 14 (8-10pm) 


3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Sq * 
WOW-Wired on Words: We all have something to say, 
amateurs and professionals alike. Let this creative writ- 
ing process guide you into self-discovery « Meetings bi- 
monthly, Sun (4-6pm) for info e-mail feelgoodbe- 
wellin2007@gmail.com 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10903-86 Ave (422-8216) © The 
Poets’ Haven Monday Nights weekly reading series pre- 
Sented by Stroll of Poets * Every Mon Night (7pm) * $5 
(door) « Featuring the local talents of spoken word artists, 
Ben Murray, Michelle Brandt. Trisia Eddy, Julie Robinson, 
Barbara Mitchell, and Lisa Guenther, Dec. 17; $5 (door) 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (489- 
4999) © Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat (8pm), 
$20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 * Every Wed (8:30pm): Wacky 
Wednesday; $5 * Bob Angeli; Dec. 13-15 ¢ Leif Skyving; 
Dec. 15 * Dennis Ross; Dec. 20-22 Tommy Sauitt: 
Dec, 27-29 


THE COMIC STRIP 1645 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St 
(483-5999) * Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 
8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm * From the shaw The 
Tourist, Rick Bronson; Dec. 13 * Don Friesen, Sean 
Lecomber and Shawn Gramiak; Dec. 14-16 # Hit or Miss 
Mondays: Mon, Dec. 17 © Alternative Comedy Night at 
The Comic Strip. Featuring The Best in Local Talent; Tue, 
Dee. 18 * Winner of the HBO National Comedy 
Challenge — Matt Sadler, also appearing Dan Brodribb, 
Matt Wojiciki and Kelly Soloduka; Dec. 19-23 © Hit or 
Miss Mondays; Mon, Dec. 24 © Altemative Comedy 
Night at The Comic Strip. Featuring The Best in Local 
Talent; Tue, Dec. 25 * The fast pace high energy styles 
of Matt Sadler, also appearing Derick Lengwenus, Lars 
Callieou; Dec, 26-30 * New Years extravaganza: 2 shows 
one at 7pm and the other at 10pm, featuring Matt Sadler, 
Derick Lengwenus and Lars Callieou, Buffet and show 
packages available, complimentary champagne and party 
favours to bring in the New Year laughing; Mon, Dec. 31 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall 
(481-9857) * Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm * Sun: Industry Night; $10 * Tue Amateur Night 
featuring Ben Miner * Wednesday Big Rock Comedy 
Challenge featuring Ben Miner * Darryl Lenox, Ben 
Miner, Kevin McGrath, and Dan Quinn; Dec. 13-15 


THEATRE 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL Citadel Maclab Theatre, 9828- 
101A Ave (425-1820) * Adapted by Tom Wood based on 
the story by Charles Dickens, directed by Bob Baker and 
starring Tom Wood as Ebenezer Scrooge * Until Dec. 23 


CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT Roxy Theatre, 10708- 
124 St (453-2440) « A Brass Monkey production starring 
Kenneth Brown as narrator, Bill Bourne (Scrooge), Tom 
Roschkay (Bab Cratchit), Kevin Cook (G host of Marley). 
Terry Morrison (Ghost of Christmas Past), Al Brant (Ghost 
of Christmas Present), Dale Ladouceur (Ghost of 
Christmas Future), and Maria Dunn (Tiny Tim), with Bill 
Hobson (drums and percussion). A blend of theatre and 
music, the classic Dickens tale is translated into a mod- 
em roots music celebration * Dec. 14-22 (8pm); Dec. 16 
(2pm); no shows Dec. 17-18 * $30 (adv)/$35 (door) at the 
Roxy 453.2440, www. brassmonkeyproductions.com 


DESPERATE HOUSEHOLDS Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 
8882-170 St (484-2424) * On Hysteria Lane the houses, 
the lawns and the gardens are perfect. This is a look at 
life behind the walls of a gated, bedroom community 
where affairs, scandals, music, murder, dance, intrigue, 
food and deception exist—all the elements for an amazing 
block party * Until Jan, 27 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) 
© Improv soap opera will begin the naw season with a 
brand new theme * Every Mon (8pm) 


LL BE HOME FOR SOLSTICE Arden Theatre . St 
Albert (451-8000) * St Albert Children’s Theatre © Fri, 
Dec. 21 (7:30pm) * $30 at TicketMaster (incl. reception, 
Kinsmen Korral) 


11'S A WONDERFUL LIFE Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave (433-3399) * Teatro presents a live radio version of 
the Jimmy Stewart/Frank Capra motion picture classic 
complete with sound effects, “40s duds, eggnog, mulled 
wine and spacial quests, and crooning songs of the holi- 
day season. Join Leona Brausen, Davina Stewart, Jeff 
Haslam, Ron Pederson, Andrew MacDonald-Smith, Jeff 
Page, Cathy Derkach, Sheri Somerville and more for this 
perfect holiday party ¢ Dec, 20-22 (7pm) * $25 (Fri, Dec 
21 is sold out) ¢ $25 call 433-3399 


LANGUAGE AND CONTENT Jekyll and Hyde Pub, 10610- 
100 Ave (297-3675) * Image Theatre's monthly reading 
series ® Last Monday each month (7pm door, 8pm show) * 
Pay-what-you-can (suggested donation $5) 


OH SUSANNA! CHRISTMAS SPECIAL Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) * A seasonal salute to 
the solstice, guided by Susanna Patchouli with special 
guests Darrin Hagen and Asani {a cappella trio) * Sat, Dec 
2(\\pm) 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ‘NW’ ROLL Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre, 1615-109 Ave (483-4051) * Written and com- 
piled by Will Marks. Take a wild ride back to the swingin’ 
“60s, celebrate the Twist, the Watusi, the British Invasion, 
the Beach Boys, Motown and the mini skirt * Until Feb, 
17 # $59-$89 (buffet and show) 


SIMBAD THE SAILOR Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 
‘Ave (439-2845) * A panto production adapted by Paul 
Reakes, and directed by Randy Brososky, puppetry and set 
design by Michael Kurs for all ages * Until Dec. 15 (8pm, 
Sun mat: 2pm) # $14-$18 at TIX on the Square, door 


SOUTH PACIFIC (THE MUSICAL) Festival Place, 100 
Festival Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378/454-2852) « 
Music by Richard Rodgers, lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein I 
and based on the book by Oscar Hammerstein Il and 
Joshua Logan adapted from James Michener’s novel Tales 
of the South Pacific * Dec. 21 Jan. 5 * $27 (adult/$16 
(child) at Festival Place box office, TicketMaster 




















eat 
{ iC Destination _ 
FOR THE WEEK ENDING DEC 13, 2007 
1. Corb Lund —Horse Soldier! Horse Soldier! (stony plain) 
2. Robert Plant & Alison Krauss — Raising Sound (rounder) 
3. Iron & Wine - The Shepherds Dog (sub pop) 
4. Sam Baker — Pretty World (sam baker) 
5 Neil Young - Chrome Dreams 2 (reprise) 
6. Bruce Springsteen - Magic (columbia) = 
7. Mary Gauthier - Between Daylight And Dark (lost highway) 
8. Compadres - Buddy Where You Been? (compadres) 
9. Ween - La Cucaracha (chocodog) 
10. The Weakerthans - Reunion Tour (anti) 
11.Sigur Ros — Hvart (xl) 
12. M.LA. - Kala (x!) 
13.Stars - In Our Bedroom After The War (arts & crafts) 
14.Steve Earle - Washington Square Serenade (new west) 
15. The Sadies - New Seasons (outside) 
16.Samantha Schultz - Both Sides (samantha schultz) 
17. Buck 65 — Situation (wamer) 
18. Mark Knopfler — Kill To Get Crimson (mercury) oy 
19. Chip Taylor & Carrie Rodriguez — Live From The Ruhr Triennale (trainwrec 
20.Eddie Vedder - Into The Wild ( records) 
21.Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings - 100 Days 100 Nights (daptone) 
22. Dion—Son Of Skip James (the orchard) 
23. Bettye LaVette - The Scene Of The Crime (ant) 
24. Pinback —Auturnn Of The Seraphs (touch & go) 
25.Cuff The Duke ~ Sidelines Of The City (hardwood) 
26. New Pomographers - Challengers (last gang) 
27.Shuyler Jansen - Today's Remains (black hen) 
28. O.S.T. - I'm Not There (columbia) 
29. High On Fire — Death Is This Communion (relapse) , 
30. Underworld - Oblivion With Bells (side one) 


GRAM PARSONS IN SALE Nowy 


WITH THE FLYING BURRITO BROTHERS 
ARCHIVES VOL. | 


These 38 year old recordings 
have finally been released. The 
result is a stripped-down, clean 
mix highlighting Sneaky Pete 
Kleinow, who was a killer pedal 
steel guitarist. It also brings to the forefront 
FBB's calling card, the vocal harmonies of Gram 
Parsons (just 22 at the time) and Chris Hillman. 


TO FRIEND LS at M TON 
10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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My big fat bleak Wedding fuelled by need, emotional collatera/ 
.BAUMBACH GETS AWKWARD, AGAIN, IN MARGOT 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
argot at the Wedding is a 
Moen that, above all else, 
turns on the delicious dis- 
comforts of recognition. Recognition 
of self in family, family in self and, just 
as importantly, the lack of any recog- 
nition altogether. Discomfort is of 
course rarely all that delicious in real 
life, but when sculpted into taut, 
tense, witty scenarios by writer/direc- 
tor Noah Baumbach, and embodied 
by the superlative casts he and Dou- 
eglas Aibel assemble, it can frequently 
reach queasy, effervescent heights of 

comic wonder. 

The movie begins with successful 
novelist Margot (Nicole Kidman) wig- 
gling through a corridor on a train 
leaving her comfort zone of New 
York City for some island near Long 
island. That our titular heroine starts 
her story in a state of disequilibrium 
is made complete by the rather 
ingenious way in which she's intro- 
duced to us: mistaking him for her 
own teenage son Claude (Zane Pais), 
she sits beside a complete stranger. 
Her failure to recognize the hapless, 
approval-seeking Claude speaks vol- 
umes about Margot’s difficulties with 
and resistance to motherhood, as it 
does about the sort of humour that 
Margot at the Wedding runs on. As 
with Baumbach’s break-out hit The 
Squid & the Whale, laughs escape 


Kurosawa develops the elements of his style with Drunken Angel 


| DVDETECTIVE 
SS | JOSE BRAUN ¢ 
LL. | josef@vueweekly.com 


| can think of few filmmakers whose very 
name holds the same promise of a great 
time like Akira Kurosawa’s. | can sit down 
to watch virtually any of Kurosawa’s 
films, whatever niggling individual flaws 
each might possess, and feel confident 
that I'm about to be treated to all the fun- 
damental things that make movie-watch- 
ing rewarding, to be entertained in the 
highest yet broadest sense of that trou- 
blesome term 

Yet with every Kurosawa film, no mat- 
ter how ingeniously crafted, there’s 
always at least one moment that seems 
to have wriggled away from the dictates 
of sheer craft, something that breathes, 
that betrays ostensible perfection, that 
has funk. These more spontaneous 
moments make the films better, setting 
the obvious gems of technical precision 
and good taste in striking relief, pushing 


from our recognizing the dynamics 
of dysfunctional families, if not—cru- 
cially, for the sake of comic sur- 
prise—the particularities of the family 
in question, confirming Tolstoy's 
famous line about how all unhappy 
families are different. 

A defining factor in Baumbach’s 
dissection of family is his emphatic 
interest in giving his adults very adult 
stories and his kids stories focused 
around their eager ambition to pene- 
trate the banal mysteries of adult life. 
Adults and kids intermingle without 
having to compromise the overall 
tone of the movie, which hums along, 
fuelled by need, injury and the distri- 
bution of emotional collateral. With 
child in tow, though conspicuously 
sans husband, Margot ostensibly 
arrives on the quiet island to attend 
and support the marriage of her sister 
Pauline (Jennifer Jason Leigh) to 
tubby, nervy ex-rocker Malcolm (Jack 
Black), whom she met only recently. 
Once enveloped by the affluent, small 
community, Margot and Claude are 
confronted with scenes of sexual and 
fraternal manipulation and expecta- 
tion, and in these scenes their dis- 
parate age groups become irrelevant. 
Insecurity becomes an equal opportu- 
nity threat to all involved. 


SQUARING OFF AGAINST sea, shrubs, 


childhood mementos and a lonely, 


them up from the ranks of the very good 
to the singularly great. In Rashomon 
(1950), there's the inordinate amount of 
time spent hiking through the woods 
with the woodcutter, as though the 
sheer pleasure of those woods deserves 
its own little movie. In Yojimbo ('61) 
there's that image of the dramatic moun- 
tain offset by Toshiro Mifune’s ronin pro- 
tagonist ambling into frame not to strike 
a heroic pose but to yawn and scratch 
the back of his head—and that's the 
opening of the movie! 

Newly released on DVD by Criterion, 
Drunken Angel ('48) was the first film 
Kurosawa felt he could truly call his own. 
It also happened to be his first collabora- 
tion with Mifune, the actor that will for- 
ever be associated with Kurosawa’s 
cinema. Though Drunken Angel is keenly 
focused on the uneasy friendship 
between a tippling doctor and a dying 
gangster, the sort of narrative detours 
mentioned above are already finding their 
home in the eager-to-impress young 
director's palate. The film trades in braw!- 
ing, crime, seedy ghettos, mafia-rule, 
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bare tree, under overcast east coast 
light rendered with muted beauty by 
ace cinematographer Harris Savides, 
Margot and Pauline’s interaction 
forms a consistent centre to this 
movie that handles story in the loos- 
est terms it can get away with. Things 
don’t progress a whole lot in Margot 
at the Wedding, but the static nature of 
the drama is engagingly offset by how 
terrifically funny it all is—and it’s 


drinking and prostitution, and pays off 
with every one of these elements. But 
many of the things that makes this more 
than just a taut, well-made populist film 
are its playful insertions of incidental 
moments most other directors would like- 
ly cut out, such as when the doctor makes 
repeated attempts to do nothing more 
than prop open a door, or when the rest- 
less gangster ostentatiously wiggles his 
ass to a rousing song (with lyrics by Kuro- 
sawa!) performed in a dance hall, 


CENTRAL TO Drunken Angel is a sprawl- 
ing sump into which locals toss their 
refuse, a toxic bog crawling with disease 
and clearly representing the morass of 
post-war Tokyo, a city in search of some 
new sense of self but mired in chaos and 
cynicism. The titular doctor—played 
with caustic appeal by the other actor 
most associated with Kurosawa, Takashi 
Shimura—lives and works around this 
sump, battling all the filth rising from it. 
Though his drinking and bitter mood con- 
vey his unhappiness with the state of 
things, his deep-seated optimism can be 
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funny because we keep discovering 
more and more about how these 
wildly antagonistic sisters operate. 
And it’s hard to imagine this relation- 
ship playing as well as it does without 
one of the most inspired strokes of 
casting in recent memory. 

Kidman and Leigh as sisters still 
strikes me as an utterly bizarre, 
unlikely choice, the former actor dis- 
tinguished by her elegance, taste and 
understatement, the latter by her ball- 
sy, go-for-broke, sometimes deeply 
mannered performances. My first 
thought was: this movie's not big 
enough for the two of them. My sec- 
ond was: that’s goddamned brilliant! 
They're both so good, so mutually 
attuned to Baumbach’s style while 


located in his desire to cure even the 
most resistant patients, such as the arro- 
gant young yakuza played by Mifune, 
who the doctor discovers has tuberculo- 
sis. Their relationship is fraught with 
conflict—and the guys literally fist fight 
all the time—yet perhaps because of 
these conflicts, their attempts to under- 
stand each other are that much more 
profound, and fun. 

Though Kurosawa had yet to distin- 
guish all the elements of his formal style, 
the film features numerous inspired set- 
pieces, such as that dance hall scene and 
a tremendous climactic fight involving 
white paint, a device that imbues the 
action with layers of meaning even as it 
thrills us, finally resolving in a travelling 
shot that moves elegantly from Mifune’s 
collapsed figure and back out into the 
neighbourhood swamp. These scenes are 
further enriched when you later listen to 
Donald Richie’s enormously interesting 
audio commentary, which benefits not 
only from Richie's position as the West's 
foremost representative of Japanese cin- 
ema but from the fact that he was actual- 
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coming to it from very different Sensi- 
bilities, that they dangle side by side 
from this family tree with inspired 
incongruity: Margot the Privately 
grotesque star of the family, Pauline 
the more sympathetic—if hopelessly 
lost—black sheep. And When yoy 
throw the added wild card of Black 
into the mix, playing a character that 
no one, his fiancée included, seems 
entirely comfortable with, you've pret. 
ty much sealed the deal as (a; as 
comic tension is concerned. 

The cruelty that constitutes the 
stock-in-trade of Margot never really 
gets shaken off. Thankfully. But that 
Margot is such a compulsive bitch 
most of the time makes her role in the 
family all the more compelling to 
work through. Its not just this movie 
that needs Margot to function, he; 
family needs her too, as a way to 
reflect back their own weaknesses 
and conflicted feelings with success 
as defined by the outside world And, | 
as jarring as the final gesture made in 
Margot at the Wedding is, it displays a 
remarkable flicker of optimism in this 
mostly nasty, mostly pleasingly shape- 
less world Baumbach’s created. Out of 
nowhere, the movie seems to be 
telling us that we never know when 
our deeper moral impulses might just 
leap out, yank us by the lapels and 
force us to live up to something betier 
than our conditions promise. v 


ly on set during filming. 

The book accompanying Drunken 
Angel, handsomely illustrated with inly 
impressions of the film’s imagery 
somebody called Jock, features a sh0! 
essay by cultural historian lan Buus 
that helps flesh out the dramatic pola’! 
ties of post-war Japanese life, placid 
special emphasis on the idea of the 
nation’s inability to find an individual ol 
institution upon whieh to place blame 
its defeat, shame and humiliation. ant— 
especially intriguingly—on the linead® 
between soldiers and yakuza. 

Buruma’s essay is followed by |" 
superb excerpts from Kurosawa s = a 
thing Like an Autobiography, in w!\" 
describes the varied elements tho! '*" 
into the development of the film ° 
more generally on the eerone 
Mifune. But anyone even slighty """ 
ested in Kurosawa should do ge te 
a huge favour and just go out 2" © 
the whole book, which, with ‘ts ae 
humble, anecdotal tone, is 2009 
best memoirs on life in the film indus” 
ever written. w 
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What childhood 
films are these? 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

t may sound strange that Albert 

Lamorisse, the man who made the 

classic kids’ films The Red Bal- 
loon and White Mane—about a boy's 
adventures with a red balloon in Paris 
and a boy's friendship with a wild 
horse in wetlands in Southern France, 
respectively—also invented the board 
game Risk, where players strive for 
world military domination. 

But neither '50s film is as sweet 
and light as it first seems. These are 
post-war stories of innocence threat- 
ened—by arrogant, selfish gangs bent 
on proving their superiority. 

Lamorisse’s more famous of the 
pair, The Red Balloon, won the 


Cannes Palme d’Or in 1956, the year - 


it was released, and is so far the 
only short film to win an Oscar out- 
side that category, for best screen- 
play. A cinematic landmark, it’s 
inspired a 1994 remake, a short hor- 
ror “sequel,” Revenge of the Red Bal- 
loon, a 2007 feature-length riff by 
Hou Hsiao-Hsien (with Juliette 
Binoche), and Jafar Panahi's debut 
The White Balloon, shot in Tehran, 
where Lamorisse died (in a helicop- 
ter crash while shooting a documen- 
tary about Iran). 

The Red Balloon opens with a shot 
of Cartier-Bresson-like photographic 
beauty—a misty morning view of 
Paris between two stone buildings, at 
the top of a long flight of stairs. Pascal 
(Pascal Lamorisse, the writer-direc- 
tor’s son) is off to school, but near the 
bottom of the stairs he spots some- 
thing above him. Shimmying up a 
lamppost, he unties a fat red balloon 
and traipses off to class with it, his 
attaché case in his other hand. 

The bright gloss of the balloon’s 
curve even outshines the sheen of 
rain-slicked streets in the City of 
Lights. The airy ball of red splashes 
past gray walls and battered apart- 
ment blocks, catching the eye of the 
adults rushing off to work—this is nat- 
uralist filmmaking at its finest, with 
most of the passersby not seeming to 
be aware of the camera, their curiosi- 
ty tugged towards the simple, hand- 
some sight of a little boy holding a red 
balloon. 

The boy imitates his elders, telling 
the balloon, “You must obey me, and 
be good!” Sure enough, the balloon 
waits outside his balcony window for 
him and then, preferring not to be 
held, bobs along behind him to school 
the next day, following the boy’s tram 
through a traffic circle, flirting with a 
girl’s blue balloon, evading the clutch- 
es of Pascal’s classmates, even teas- 
ing a severe headmaster, dressed all 
in black. 

So far, this seems a post-Occupa- 
tion France happy to forget the blood 
and death of Hitler's war a decade 
earlier. But soon people's occasional, 
playful efforts to grab the floating, 
carefree balloon become grasping and 
destructive. 
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In a gorgeous sequence, light 
streaming down alleys as children’ 5 
shoes clack and clatter on the cobble- 
stones, the red globe bouncing 
between the walls, Pascal is hunted 
down for his floating pet. The film's 
ballooning sense of hope and freedom 
is deflated by a fierce, squabbling 
mass. Then, fortunately, Lamorisse’s 
film floats off, with the breeze of 
magic-realism, into a feeling of 
escape and peace, The Red Balloon 
taking hold of Pascal, lifting him out 
of this rigid, petty, earthbound life 


WHITE MANE, winner of the Cannes 


Grand Prix in 1953, is a more con- 
ventional children’s story, a Black 
Beauty-ish tale in which the messy 
Darwinian wild is given a clean, kind 
narrative arc. The twists in the tale 
come with the conflict and the end 
ing. 

The conflict pits White Mane, the 
“proud and fearsome” leader of a 
group of wild horses in the Camargue 
region of Southern France, against 
man. Horse-wranglers and ranchers 
want to corral and break the stallion 
But he bucks, dances and gallops 
away every time, refusing men’s need 
to dominate and destroy. 

Fisher-boy Folco (Alain Emery) 
lives in quiet, secluded harmony with 
nature, netting his catch each day and 
living in a cottage with his grandia 
ther and little brother (a toddling Pas- 
cal Lamorisse). He’s awed by Whit 
Mane and tries to help him. The film 
is a little drawn-out and precious !" 
places, Folco’s world is pretty Edenic 
and even the minimal, voiced com- 
mentary (by author James Agee) an 
translation are a little jarring. 

The black-and-white shols ale 
beautiful, though, particularly a mi!) 
dissolve into Folco’s dream of leading 
White Mane to a pursuit, where i 
camera sends us galloping along “" 
the horses in marshland, throug! 
dunes and over cracked earth, \" 
clop and stamp of hooves meaounding 

And then there is the closing sh 
a fantastic melding of escape 2"° 
loss, the white mane of the se2’s ° 
tumbling into shore as man’s °V" 7 
riding urge to conquer and cont?! : 
evaded forever and all thal !5 * ” 
“straight ahead, straight ahea’, ' 
the freedom of the horizon, W¢" 
open water and open sky °°" 
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gic cash grabs 
few years, it was strange to 
hear that the Chipmunks were getting 
another breath of fresh air. They were 
ever a particularly great concept—the 
combination of talking animals, a harm- 
less musical act and a helium balloon— 
but somebody got a big ol’ bag of money 
to frankenstein the long-buried franchise 
back together, and the resulting Alvin 
and the Chipmunks is indeed a mon- 
strosity. 

The plot flatlines right from the get-go: 
while looking for a new home outside the 
forest, the singing Chipmunks—Alvin, 
Simon and Theodore (voiced by Justin 
Long, Matthew Gray Gubler and Jesse 
McCartney, respectively}—cross paths 
with Dave (Jason Lee), an aspiring but 
awful songwriter in desperate need of a 
group to champion his songs. The chip- 
munks are a hit, but as their popularity 
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begins to skyrocket, they predictably find 
themselves torn between the rule- 
enforcing but fatherly Dave and record 
“executive lan (David Cross), who lets 
them party all the time but overworks 
them without a care, so long as they keep 
fattening his wallet. 

Toss in a forgettable love interest and 
Some modernized versions of former chip- 
munks songs, and you've got more than an 
hour of poorly plotted clichés, banking on 
Nostalgia to attract audiences. 

Of course, modern children don’t have 
nostalgic attachment to the chipmunks; 
unlike Transformers, this particular fran- 
chise didn’t enjoy a successful revival in 
the ‘90s and create a new generation of 
fans. Instead, kids are going get dragged 
out to the movie by parents who did 
watch the show at their age. But the 
Movie can barely cater to the young 
audience: the script banks on adults 
laughing at old chipmunk jokes and ref- 
erences: With a kid’s movie, shouldn't 
most jokes be targeting, you know, kids? 
Maybe not; they aren't the ones who pay 
for movie tickets. 

Alvin and the Chipmunks sole grace is 
Cross. His off-kilter sense of comedy actu- 
ally breathes some life into the evil-record 
executive role, and manages to be the 
only cliché in this whole movie that does- 
n't seem like one. 








It also works as a parody of the kind.of 
cash-hungry execs who would seek to 
profit off empty nostalgia like this. There's 
one scene, for instance, where Cross, hav- 
ing turned the chipmunks into his new 
cash cow, throws money up into the air, 
laughing and spinning in his office chair as 
dollar bills rain down around him. | can't 
help but think that whoever green-lighted 
the movie is hoping to get his or her 
chance to recreate the scene in their own 
office. But luckily, with trite garbage like 
Alvin and the Chipmunks, they won't get 
the chance. 
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BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

The only surprise in the first part of Neten 
Chokling’s Tibetan epic, Milarepa, about 
one of the land's most famous saints, is 
the lightning current of vengeance that 
crackles through a land so stereotypically 
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associated with transcendental calm. 

The story is a version of the age-old 
fairy tale/hero myth: poor boy is cheated 
out of his proper inheritance and seeks 
vengeance. Here, though, in 11th century 
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Tibet, the boy is Thépaga—destined to 
become Milarepa—and he's been robbed 
of his dead father's wealth by his heartless 
aunt and uncle, abetted by their fellow vil- 
lagers’ inaction. The snuff-sniffing, dice- 
gambling uncle is even selling off some of 
the family jewellery. The betrayal means 
Thépaga can't yet marry Zesay. His mother, 
Kangyen (Kelsang Chukie Tethong), tells 
Thépaga (Jamyang Lodro) that he must 
learn sorcery and return to punish the vil- 
lage with his spells or she will kill herself. 
On his way to Yungton Trogyei’s temple, 
Thdpaga is helped by the master's son, 
Dharma. 

As the film moves from wrath and 
vengeance—" One day, you will suffer like 
us,” declares Kangyen—to a rejection of 
violence and pursuit of enlightenment (the 
true stuff of Milarepa’s legend, to be dealt 
with in the second part, due 2009), there's 
stunning scenery and a few grand 
sequences. The film’s main character is 
the setting, from majestic, icy mountain- 
tops and sandy slopes sweeping down to 
river plains (India stands in for Tibet). 
Thdpaga’s vengeance is an aerial explo- 
sion, the sky cracking open with flashes of 
righteous anger. The ending is a calm, 
careful study of man dwarfed by the 
grand, near-mystical landscape, flags flut- 
tering in the wind. 

Chokling pays careful attention to ritu- 
al and to meditation, but offers no real 
insights into character or culture. The film 
is patient and steady, its performances 
quiet and understated, but it's a plot-plod- 
ding piece. Many of the scenes are night- 











time conversations, ordinary and unsub- 
tle. Thépaga’s study of magic is skimmer 
over, and Chokling prefers to show the 
grand effects, from Trogyei’s materializa 
tion out of thin air to Dharma’s kang gyoh 
where a steady trail of kicked-up dust 
shows him racing to Thipaga’s village 
and back in a day. 

Milarepa is by-the-book mythmaking 
stately, straightforward and not too inter- 
esting. The story is key to Tibetan culture 
even to world literature, but falls flat an 
film, a moody, visual medium, tremen- 
dously difficult to rework into a mirror ‘or 
introspective, spiritual transformation 
The upcoming Part Two, where o 
Tibet looks even more inward in his 
for enlightenment, would be better 
the page, not tacked onto the big scieen 
like this. 
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OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 

{t's a silent film, it's a documentary and''s 
about contemporary agriculture in Europ 
Our Daily Bread has an audience thal 
you can count ona discarded chicken '° 
Although a test in patience, anyone W nite 4 
vested interested in the process of 10 
production will enjoy the Austrian : 
tage—that is, until they decide that 
get the point, which will probably come 
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i Past Pasirtaics have utilized mov- 
ing montages to tell large-scale stories, 
most notably the 1992 masterpiece 
Paraka—which, incidentally, actually 
contained factory sequences very similar 
to those in this picture. But what makes 
Baraka one of the best documentaries 
ever, and Bread one of the most aggra- 
vating, is pacing. Baraka was a medita- 
tive movement from every corner of the 
world and every class of society, and it 
was melodically edited. Bread is just a 
series of scenes made up of capsulated 
shots like a step-by-step video tutorial. 
Baraka also understood that film is a 
visual , and, when the auditory 
senses are lessoned, photography is cru- 
cial. i: Wi of Bread may be 
appropriate, it’s hardly captivating. Baraka 
was bright and blossomed with colors; 
Bread is bleak and could just as easily be 
black-and-white. Yes, it's probably 
because of budget constraints, but money 
alone couldn't Save this from becoming a 
safer alternative to Nyquil. 


ALSO OPENING THIS WEEK 
1AM LEGEND wit smith stars as the last 


Surviving human on Manhattan after a 
‘Mysterious virus has turned the populace 
‘into carniverous mutants. Read Jonathan 
Busch's review next week. 


DING Writer and 
nbach follows up his 
The Squid and the 
ry, following a suc- 
pitas attempts 
y at her sister's 





sics by French 
_ Red Balloon is 


to be fol- 





CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


8094 Connaught Dr, Jasper. 852-4749 
GOLDEN CONEASE (PG, violence, not 
Tecommended for young children} 

Fri Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 300. 


1 AM LEGEND (14A, frightening 
scenes) 
Fri Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00 


120 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 
THIS CHRISTMAS (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 
Fri-Sat 1: 25, 4:00, 6:46, 9:15, 11:40; 
Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:00, 6:45, 9:15 


LIONS FOR LAMBS (14A) 
Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:20, 6:55, 9:20, 11:30; 
Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:20, 6:55, 9:20 


90 DAYS OF NIGHT (184, gory scenes) 
Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45, 12:15; 
Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45 


WE OWN THE NIGHT (14A, brutal vio- 
lence, sexual content, substance abuse) 
Fri-Sat 1:30, 4:25, 7:10, 9:40, 12:10; 
Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:25, 7:10, 9:40 


THE HEARTBREAK KID (194, sexual 
content) 

Fri-Sat 1:50, 4:45, 7:30, 10:00, 12:25; 
Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:30, 10:00 


3:10 TO YUMA (14A, violence) 

Fri-Sat 7:20, 9:50, 12:20; Sun-Thu 7:20, 
9:50 

SUPERBAD (18) 

Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:15, 7:00, 9:30, 12:05; 
Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:15, 7:00, 9:30 


STARDUST (PG, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for children) 

Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:25, 11:55; 
Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:25 


THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (14A) 
Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:40, 7:25, 9:55, 12:15; 
Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:40, 7:25, 9:55 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 
Daily 2:00, 4:50 


HAIRSPRAY (PG) 

Fri-Sat 7:05, 9:55, 12:10; Sun-Thu 7:05, 
9:55 

RATATOUILLE (G) 

Dally 1:35, 4:35 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence, not rec- 
ommended for young children) 

Fri-Sat 12:30, 4:10, 7:40, 11:00; Sun- 
Thu 12:30, 4:10, 7:40 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 137th Avenue, 732-2236 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
No passes Dally 12:10, 2:20, 4:30, 6:50, 
9:00 
1 AM LEGEND (14A, frightening 
scenes) No passes 
Daily 12:20, 1:50, 2:50, 4:10, 5:20, 
6:45, 8:00, 9:30, 10:30 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) No 

Dally 12:00, 12:45, 1:30, 2:30, 3:30, 
4:15, 5:00, 6:30, 7:30, 9:15, 10:10 


AWAKE (14A, coarse language, disturb- 
ing content) 

Dally 2:00, 5:30, 8:10, 10:20 

THE MIST (184A, gory scanes) 

Daily 7:35, 10:25 

HITMAN (18A, gory scenes) 

Fri Sun-Tue Thu 2:10, 4:50, 7:50, 10:15; 
Sat 4:50, 7:50, 10:15; Wed 2:10, 4:20, 
1015 








ENCHANTED (G) 
Daily 1:40, 4:20, 7:10, 10:00 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Daily 1:00, 3:40, 6:40, 9:20 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 

Daily 9:50 

NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (164. 
scenes) 

Bay 1:10, 3:50, 7:00, 10:05 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 1:15, 4:00, 7:05, 9:45; 
Mon 1:15, 4:00, 9:45 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
Fri-Sat, Mon-Thu 12:40, 4:40, 8:30; Sun 
12:40, 8:55 


MOVIE (G) 
pa eh 2:40, 5:10, 7:20 


ered 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: ROMEO 
aire (Classification not avail- 


) 
Sat 11:00 am 
WWE ARMAGEDDON 2007 


(Classification not available) 
Sun 6:00 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 
1525-99 St. 436-8585 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 


No passes Daily 12:00, 2:15, 4:30, 6:50, 
9:20 


1 AM LEGEND (14A, frightening 
Scenes) No passes 

Daily 12:15, 1:15, 2:45, 3:45, 5:15, 
6:45, 7:45, 9:30, 10:30 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lene, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) No passes 

Dally 12:10, 1:00, 3:00, 4:00, 6:30, 
7:15, 9:15, 10:15 


DUS KAHANIYAAN (Hindi W.E.S.7) 
(14A, violence) 
Daily 12:20, 6:45 


AWAKE (14A, coarse language, disturb- 
ing content) 
Daily 2:20, 5:30, 8:00, 10:15. 


AAJA NACHLE (Hindi W/E.S.T.) (PG) 
Daily 3:10, 9:40 


CHRISTMAS IN WONDERLAND (PG) 
Daity 12:00 

THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) 

Daily 4:50, 7:40, 10:30 


HITMAN (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 2:30, 5:00, 7:50, 10:20 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Daily 12:40, 3:40, 7:00, 9:45 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Daily 1:30, 4:20, 7:20, 10:00 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 
Fri Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:10; Sat 
4:40, 7:30, 10:10 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184, 
gory scenes) 
Daily 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 9:50 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 12:50, 3:50, 6:30, 
9:10; MON 12:50, 3:50, 9:10 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (18) 
Fri-Sat, Mon-Thu 1:20, 4:45, 8:30; Sun 
1:20, 9:15 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Fri-Wed 12:30, 3:30, 6:40, 9:00; Thu 
12:30, 3:30, 9:00 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 
Dally 1:40 ~ 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: ROMEO 
ET JULIETTE (Classification not avail- 
able) 

Sat 11:00 am 


WWE ARMAGEDDON 2007 
(Classification not available) 
Sun 6:00 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
8882-170 St. 444-1829 
THIS CHRISTMAS (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 


Fri 3:30, 6:45, 9:15; Sat-Sun 12:45, 
3:30, 6:45, 9:15; Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:15 


SAW IV (18A, brutal violence, gory 
‘Scenes, disturbing content) 
Fri-Sun 4:10, 9:45; Mon-Thu 9:45 


BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS 
YOU'RE DEAD (124) 

Fri 4:00, 7:15, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:15, 4:00, 
7:15, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:40 


GONE BABY GONE (14A, coarse lan- 


guage, violence) 
Fri 3:45, 7:00, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1,00, 3:45, 
7:00, 9:25; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:25 


SYDNEY WHITE (PG) 
Fri 3:50, 7:10, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:50, 
7:10, 9:35; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:35 


SUPERBAD (184) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:20; Sat-Sun 1:20, 7:20 


Fri 3:15, 6:40, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:30, 
3:15, 6:40, 9:30; Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:30 


STARDUST (PG, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for children) 

Fri 3:20, 6:30, 9:10; Sat-Sun 12:40, 
3:20, 6:30, 9:10; Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:10 


THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (14A) 
Fri 3:40, 6:50, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:50, 
3:40, 6:50, 9:20; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:20 


BLADE RUNNER: THE FINAL CUT 
(STC) 

DTS Digital Fri-Thu 1:25, 4:00, 7:20, 
10:00 


BEOWULF (144, violence) 
OTS Digital Fn-Sun,Tue-Thurs 12:35, 
3:10, 6:35, 9:10; Mon 12:35, 3:10, 9:45 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184, 
gory scanes) DTS Digital 
Fri-Thu 12:30, 3:15, 6:40, 9:50 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (18A) DTS 
Digital 
Fri-Thu 9:15 


ENCHANTED (G) DTS Digital 
Fri-Thu 1:20, 4:10, 7:15, 9:50 


HITMAN (184, gory scenes) DTS Digital 
Fri-Thu 1:30, 4:20, 7:30, 10:00 


THE MIST (18A, gory scenes) DTS 
Digital 

Fri-Thu 12:40, 3:20, 6:30 

AWAKE (14A, coarse language, disturb- 
ing content) Dolby Stereo Digital 

Fri-Thu 1:10, 3:30, 7:10, 9:20 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) No Passes, Dolby Stereo Digital 
Fri-Thu 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:40 


1 AM LEGEND (14A, frightening 
scenes) No Passes, Dolby Stereo Digital 
Fn-Thu 1:00, 3:40, 7:00, 9:30 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 
FRED CLAUS (PG) 


Fri-Sun 1:10, 3:50, 6:45, 9:20; Mon-Thu 
3:50, 6:45, 9:20 


HITMAN (184, gory scenes) 
Fri-Sun 2:10, 4:40, 7:15, 9:40; Mon-Thu 
4:40, 7:15, 9:40 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:30, 7:05, 9:35; Mon-Thu 
4:30, 7:05, 9:35 


BEOWULF (144, violence) 
Fri-Thu 8:50 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:25, 6:35; Mon-Thurs 
4:25, 6:35 


AWAKE (144A, coarse language, disturb: 
ing content) 

Fri-Sun 12:40, 2:45, 4:55, 7:30, 9:55; 
Mon-Thu 4:55, 7:30, 9:55 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) On 2 screens, no passes 

Fri-Sun 12:50, 1:30, 3:30, 4:00, 6:30, 
7:00, 9:00, 9:30; Mon-Thu 4:00, 6:30, 
7:00, 9:00, 9:30 


1 AM LEGEND (14A, frightening 
scenes) On 2 screens, no passes 
Fri-Sun 1:00, 2:00, 4:10, 4:50, 6:40, 
7:20, 9:10, 9:50; Mon-Thurs 4:10, 4:50, 
6:40, 7:20; 9:10, 9:50 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Fri-Sun 12:30, 2:40, 5:00, 7:10, 9:25; 
Mon-Thu 5:00, 7:10, 9:25 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 

No passes Fri 4:50, 7:20, 9:40; Sat-Sun 
12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:20, 9:40; Mon-Thu 
7:20, 9:40 


1 AM LEGEND (14A, frightening 
scenes) No passes 

Fri 3:30, 4:00, 6:45, 7:15, 9:45, 10:15; 
Sat-Sun 12:00, 1:00, 3:30, 4:00, 6:45, 
7:15, 9:45, 10:15; Mon-Thu 6:45, 7:15, 
9:45, 10:15 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) No passes 

Fri 3:45, 4:30, 7:00, 7:30, 10:00, 10:20; 
Sat-Sun 12:30, 1:30, 3:45, 4:30, 7:00, 
7:30, 10:00, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:00, 
7:30, 10:00, 10:20 


AWAKE (14A, coarse language, disturb- 
ing content) 

Fri 4:40, 7:40, 10:10; Sat 1:20, 4:40, 
7:40, 10:10; Sun 1:20, 4:40, 10:10; 
Mon-Thu 7:40, 10:10 


THE MIST (18A, gory scanes) 
Dally 9:20 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Fri 4:20, 7:10, 9:50; Sat-Sun 12:50, 
4:20, 7:1 , Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:50 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Fri 3:50, 6:50, 9:30; Sat 12:20, 3:50, 











6:50, 9:30; Sun 12:20, 6:50, 9:30; Mon: 
Thu 6:50, 9:30 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri 3:40, 6:40; Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:40, 
6:40; Mon-Thu 6:40 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (134) 
Daily 8:00 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Fri 4:10; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:10 


WWE ARMAGEDDON 2007 
(Classification not available) 
Sun 6:00 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
INTO THE WILD (144) 
Daily 6:45, 9:30; Sat Sun 2:00 


| ___sGRANDINTHEATRE | THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill 
Ave, St. Albert, 458-9822 


Date of issue only: Thu, Dec. 13° 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER EMPO- 
RIUM (G) 
Daily 1:35 


INTO THE WILD (144) 
Daily 3:30 6:15 9:00 


HITMAN (184, gory scenes) 
Daily 1:25 3:25 5:25 7:25 9:25 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Dally 1:15 3:15 5:15 7:10 


BEOWULF (14A, violence) 

Daily 9:05 

ENCHANTED (G) 

Daily 1:05 3:05 5:05 7:05 9:10 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) no passes 

Daily 12:35 2:50 5:00 7:15 9:30 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
1 AM LEGEND (144, frightening scenes) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:25 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Daily 6:55, 9:15; Sat Sun 12:55, 3:20 
THE BEE MOVIE (G) 
Dally 7:05, 9:30; Sat, Sun 1:05, 3:30 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Daily 7:10, 9:30; Sat, Sun 1:10, 3:30 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 
660148 Ave, Camrose, 780-608-2144 
1 AM LEGEND (14A, frightening 
scenes) 
Daily 7:00 9:00; Sat Sun 2:00 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Daily 7:20 9:10; Sat Sun 2:20 


HITMAN (18A, gory scenes) 

Daily 7:15 9:05; Sat Sun 2:15 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) 

Dally 7:05, 9:15; Sat Sun 2:05 
ENCHANTED (G) 

Dally 7:10 9:20; Sat Sun 2:10 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 
425-9212 


MILAREPA: MAGICIAN, MURDERER, 
SAINT (PG) 

Fri 7:00, Sat 9:00, Sun 7:00, Mon 9:00, 

Tue 9:00, Wed 7:00 

OUR DAILY BREAD (STC) 

Fri 9:00, Sun 9:00, Mon 7:00, Wed 9:00 
RED BALLOON / WHITE MANE (STC) 
Sat 7:00, Sun 4:30, Tue 7:00 

IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE (STC) 

Sun 2:00 


| PARKLAND CINEMA7 _| CINEMA 7 


130 Century Crossing, Spruce Grove, 
972-2332 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat Sun 1:25, 3:40 


1 AM LEGEND (14, frightening scenes) 
Dally 7:30 & 9:40; Sat Sun 1:10, 3:15 


ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG. not rec- 
ommended for children) 
Daily 7:05, 9:35 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) 

Daily 7:10, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:35 
ENCHANTED (G) 


DEC 13 - DEC 19, 2007 


Daily 7:15, 3:30 
BEE MOVIE (G) | 
Sat, Sun 1:05, 3:00 


BEOWULF (1 
Daily 9:25 


9:20; Sat, S 


4A, violenc 





AWAKE (144, coarse fanguag) 
ing content) 
Daily 7:20; Sat, 





10337-82 Ave. 433-0728 4 
MARGOT AT THE WEDDING (144 

Coarse languag 
Daily 7:10, 9:00; 
showing on Thu, 


THE DARJEELING LIMITED (144) 
Dally 7:00; Sat Sun 1:00 


BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS YOUR 
DEAD (184) 
Daily 9:05; Sun 3:10 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, 8882-170 St. 444-2400 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNK: 
No passes Daily 12:00, 2:20, 4: 
9:45 


| AM LEGEND 
scenes) No pas: 
Daily 12:40, 1:31 
7:30, 10:30; 10;3. 


| AM LEGEND: THE IMAX EXPERI: 
ENCE (14A, frighten 
No passes Fri-Sun 11:45 am, 
5:15, 8:00, 10:45; Mon-Thu 1:0 
7:00, 10:00 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS [PG, vio 
lence, not recommended for you 
dren) No passes 

Daily 12:20, 1:00, 3:40, 4:10, 6:5 














(144, fnghtening 



















7:25, 9:40, 10:15 

AWAKE (14A, coarse language, disturb- 
ing content) 

Fri-Wed 12:15, 2:45, 5:00, 7:50, 10:10; 


Thu 12:15, 4:00, 10:10 


CHRISTMAS IN WONDERLAND (PG) 
Daily 12:10, 3:15, 6:25, 9:10 


HITMAN (8A, gory sos 
Fri-Tue, Thu 1:45, 4:55, 7:40, 10:20; Wed 
1:00, 4:00, 10:20 


ENCHANTED (G) 






Daily 1:20, 4:30, 7:20, 10:15 & 


BEOWULF (14, violence} 
Daily 12:50, 4:15, 7:45, 10:40 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (154. 
gory scenes) 

Fri Sun-Thu 12:40, 3:45, 6:55, 10:05; Sat 
3:45, 6:55, 10:05 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 

Fri-Sat, Mon-Thu 2:00, 6:30, 9:50; Sun 
2:00, 9:50 

WWE ARMAGEDDON 2007 
(Classification not available) 

Sun 6:00 

METROPOLITAN OPERA: ROMEO ET 
JULIETTE (Classification not available) 
Sat 11:00 am 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 
111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 


fence, not recommended for young chi- € 


dren) No Passes, Dolby Stereo Digital 
Fri 6:45, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:40, 6:45 
9:25; Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:25 


LARS AND THE REAL GIRL (PG) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:10, 
9:45; Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:20, 7:10, 9:45 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:15; Sat- 
Sun 1:20, 3:30, 7:00, 9:15 


LOVE IN THE TIME OF CHOLERA 
(14A, sexual content) 

DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 6:35, 9:35; Sat- 
Sun 12:45, 3:45, 6:35, 9:35 


| __ WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 


780-352-3922 


1AM LEGEND (144 frightening scenes) 4 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:25. 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Daily 6:55, 9:15; Sat Sun 12:55, 3:20 


THE BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 7:05, 9:30; Sat, Sun 1:05, 3:30 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Daily 7:10, 9:30; Sat, Sun 7:10, 3:30 
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‘Tis the season for the third annual Jingle Bell Rock concert 
LOCAL PROMOTER THE UNION HELPS OUT THE YOUTH EMERGENCY SHELTER SOCIETY 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
{ Bz: I was sitting in my 
office wondering what we 

; could do as an alternative to 

all of these summer festivals, but do it 
in the winter, and I came to Dave and 
said, ‘What do you think of doing a 
winter festival specifically aimed 
around the holidays?’ He thought it 
was a good idea so we went to dinner 
and started planning it.” 

Three years ago, when Nhaelan 
McMillan and Dave Johnston of local 
promotions company the Union came 
up With the idea for Jingle Bell Rock, 
neither knew that it would turn into 
the yearly institution that it has. Both 
of the show’s promoters originally 
saw the event as simply a challenging 
proposition—because it’s tough to 
convince bands to head this far north 
in the middle of December—that 
would fill a void in the city’s holiday 
activities. 

“There's so much going on in the 
winter around Christmas that doesn’t 
necessarily target our demographic,” 
explains Johnston. “It’s either little 
kids or families, but there was nothing 
in the middle for young underground 
music-fans to really get engaged with. 
In-the summer you have Warped Tour, 
in the spring Taste of Chaos, but 
there's nothing in the winter. We were 
looking for something we could start 
here and grow across the country.” 

Also important, because of the sea- 
son and as a way to thank the commu- 
nity for supporting the Union as it grew 
nto the veritable empire it is today, 
was having a charitable element to the 
event. Working closely with radio sta- 
tion Sonic 102.9, the Union began sup- 
porting the Youth Emergency Shelter 
Society (YESS) in 2006 

From the very beginning we 

n to have a charity element 
is company has really 
in Edmonton thanks to 
rt of the Edmonton audi- 
johnston. “So we wanted 
how that was a bit of a 
r supporting us, and also 
that they can be altruistic, 
y can do something that 
to the community and has 
ie in the community.” 


THIS YEAR'S THIRD ANNUAL Jingle Bell 
Rock will feature Rise Against (who 
ural event) and Pen- 
its first appearance 
Rise Against will be 
ate meet and greet for 
) are currently enrolled 
ergency Shelter’s myr- 



























yn to support YESS came 
ion’s relationship with 


THU, DEC 20 (7 PM) 


JINGLE BELL ROCK 
WITH RISE AGAINST, PEYWISE THE RIVERBOAT 
GAMBLERS 

SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE $39.50 (ALL ABS) 


Sonic, and Sonic's close relationship 
with the youth shelter. 

“From the start of Sonic we saw 
that the Youth Emergency Shelter was 
a great place and it didn’t get a lot of 
public awareness so we chose them 
to be our charity of choice,” says 
Brent Shelton, Marketing and Promo- 
tions Manager for Sonic 102.9. “It fits 
well with our audience as well 
because with it being an 18 - 34 
crowd and having been young not 
that long ago, it comes close to the 
heart when you hear about the Youth 
Emergency Shelter and the kids going 
through the program.” 


Louise Hovelson, Funds Develop- 
ment Manager for YESS, couldn’t be 
happier with the support and promo- 
tion the society has received from the 
event. 

“I think it’s absolutely fabulous,” 
she enthuses. “I think a lot of people 
forget about the teenagers [around 
Christmastime]. There are a lot of 
great charities out there and a lot of 
people are focused on young kids and 
elderly people and that’s all fantastic, 
but unfortunately we become the 
group that’s sort of forgotten about. 
To be a part of an event like this with 
a lot of coverage is a fantastic oppor- 
tunity for us—as well as the funds that 
are going to be raised—it means so 
much to us.” 

Increasing awareness of the exis- 
tence of the shelter and raising funds 
is very important for the organization, 
which has to raise 50 per cent of its 





operating budget every year. YESS 
provides support to youth in trouble 
and provides a range of services from 
an overnight stay and a healthy 
breakfast to providing permanent liv- 
ing space while youths develop skills 
that will enable them to live on their 
own, along with outreach programs 
which assist people who have gone 
through the program but might stum- 
ble once in awhile. 

“Our main goal at YESS is to 
reunite [youths] with their family if it’s 
possible, if it's a safe situation. If it’s 
not we work with the youth and try to 
develop them to become independ- 
ent,” says Hovelson. “There's a lot of 
misunderstanding about teenagers— 
as soon as someone says the word 
‘teenagers’ people get a bad taste in 
their mouth. These were young kids 
at one time that have gotten to the 
point that they're able to get out of 
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their abusive situations. 70 per cent o 
our youth have been abused in one 
way or another.” 


THE FACT THAT an underground youth 


culture is providing support to 
youth-based charity isn’t lost on an 
of the organizers, who explain that 
that was always an important aspect 
of the event. 

“| remember when | was in hig! 
school taking the bus to school, m 
bus used to pass by that shelter even 
day. Thank God I never had to use it 
but I had a couple friends who dic 
they had nowhere else to go and ii 
was there. For me, so many year 
later, to be able to do something fo: 
them is cool,” says Johnston. “Every 
kid that bought a ticket for this sho\ 
is helping another kid who needs the 
help. They might think that they're 
just going to be seeing their favourite 
band, but they could be helping to 
save someone's life.” 

“It's really great to be able to get 
that awareness, not just awareness 
for donors, but awareness for the 
youth out there,” says Hovelson of the 
presence YESS has gained thanks to 
the event. “If they need anything, or 
they know someone who's in a lot o 
trouble, we want every kid in Edmon 
ton to know that we're here.” 

It takes nearly a whole year to piai! 
Jingle Bell Rock, but the payoff is well 
worth it say the organizers. This yea! 
the festival will also play Calgary 
where the show will support AIDS 
Calgary, and next year the plan !s to 
make the touring festival even bigge! 

“J think there’s going to be a mov! 
to go all across.the country in the nex’ 
couple of years,” says McMillan. *! 
makes sense from all angles to go 
the plan was always to go out, mo\ 
it across the country into more me! 
kets, and get the word out ther 
more.” 


GETTING THE WORD out about YESS 


extra important at Christmastime 
when many charities are making @ big 
push for funds. In fact, YESS's annua! 
campaign runs until jan 16, by whic \ 
point the society has to raise $4! 
000. Interested parties can dona 
through the shelter’s website 
yess.org, in person at 9310 
Avenue, or by calling 468.7070 
Youth Emergency Shelter provides @ 
crucial service to the city of Edmo" 
ton and the services it provides ‘0 “" 
youth today will have repercussio! 
well into the future. 

“It’s cheesy to say but it’s true 
are our future,” proclaims Johnston 

“yeah, that is cheesy to say,” chut K 
les McMillan. “But yeah, it is true v 
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an _ Frank enters solitude with a lump 
al and emerges with a Diamond 


rolyn@vuaweekly.com 
ou just need to be 
lore what is inside 
€ pushed and pulled 
ences, to find your- 
oes. 
ial creatures we are, 
ot be a loner forev- 
breakup of local band 
Darren Frank spent 
ast year and a half hanging with 
i , playing solo, but he’s come to 
a point where he’s ready to play with 
sthers and unveil a new EP Coal to 
piamond. That and strip himself of the 
’singer-songwriter” label. 

“{'m not surprised that people put 
me in that category, for sure,” Frank 
says. “Im certainly feeling up to the 
ask of dispelling that label, because | 

ink—especially with the last few 
earsals with my band—that there’s 
a lot of energy that myself and the 
players want to put forth, rather than 
just sitting on a stool in a smoky, low- 

bar and singing.” 

To be clear, however, Frank appre- 
jates what his time alone has afford- 
ed him, not only becoming better at 

tertwining his guitar playing and 
‘singing, but also making sure that his 
songs stand on their own. 


EN you LISTEN to tracks from his 


ew EP, which he'll be releasing this 


Att | SA DEC (8M) 

ce | DARREN FRANK 
oe | WITHA MAGICIAN, GUESTS 
a. 


AXIS CAFE (10349 JASPER AVENUE), 
$8, STSWITH EP 


weekend (Dec 15), you'll hear that he 
likely won't have to work very hard at 
stepping away from that label, 
though. There's just more going on. 
The tracks are rich and varied, the 
music layered under strong lyrics and 
voice. 

It's a group of tracks that Frank 
understandably wants to showcase to 
as many people as he can. While he 
and his band are just playing the one 
date in Edmonton, Frank says that 
he’s hoping to do a CD release in Cal- 
gary in the new year along with the 
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Secretaries. He's also got the itch to 
get the show on the road, and is hop- 
ing to take Coal to Diamond on tour in 
Europe. 

“I suspect what I am doing will be 
well received in Europe,” he explains. 
“I have nothing to base this on, except 
for intuition and some sort of weird Be ‘sh 
inkling, but I'd like to get over there in 
the near future.” 

Strange feelings aside, one of the a 
reasons Frank would like to tour ' 
Europe is that cities tend to be closer 
together. 

“Every major centre—or any 
playable town—is within one to three 
hours on the train,” he explains. 

“That's definitely one of the draws, is 

making sure you get the music to as . 
many people by covering as little iz 
ground as possible.” v |BOUNGE 


¥ Bour 
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NO MINORS = poors at 8:00PM TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER - 


Harman B & DJ'Kwake 


R&B » HIP HOP » REGGAE - OLD SCHOOL 


HIPHOP ROCK EIGHTIES ELECTRO RBAN 
METROPOLIS 
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FRIDAY DEC 14: (CD RELEASE! - FREE BEFORE [0PM 


OMEGA THEORY 
FIRST CITY FALLEN - THE ORANGE TIPPED GUN - THE BASSHEADS 
SATURDAY DEC 15: 





nue {Upstairs!} - 432-0814 


kokanece 
hibalis til 10:30pm 


VY! NOT WEDNESDAYS 


$1 HIBALLS TILL 11PM 





pints and 


THIS WEEK: 


seee eeces 





APACHE ROSE 


UPCOMING: 
FRIDAY DEC 21: THE HOLIDAY HAYRIDE FEATURING... 








XAS BLOO 


PLUS SECRET M (X-DROOL!) 


SATURDAY DEC 22: XXXXMAS COMEDY SHOW 


Mostly WATER 


THE WHEA 


MONDAY DEC 31: 


‘THEE’ PARTY 
THEE JOHNSONS 


JOHNSONS-OKE! 


THEE FAT DAVE CRIMEWAVE 
ad.. TREE FIREBRANDS 








“=, LONGWAY DOWN 
DIFINITY 





THEATRE 
T POOL. 





NEW YEARS EVE 




















LISTINGS FOR YOU 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 426.2889 
Of E-MAIL GLENYS AT 


LISTINGS VUEWEEXIYCOM 
OEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Natalie 
MacMaster, 7:30pm and 9:30pm; 
tickets available at Arden Theatre 
box office, TicketMaster 
BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage; 
Spm 

CAFE LEVA Every Thursday: Travis 
Boa plays mellow gold; 7-930pm 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 

DRUID Guitar heroes 

DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band 

FOUR ROOMS Peter Belec 
Quartet; 8pm 

HARVEST CENTRE-RED DEER 
Christmas with Rita MacNeil; 7pm; 
tickets available at TicketMaster 


HULBERTS Performer's Edge 
Showcase: Kristilyn Robertson; 8pm 
THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, 8pm 

JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam; 7-11pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


URBAN LOUNGE Stu Bendall 
WILD WEST Tera Lee 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Celebration 
of Christmas: The Columbian 
Choirs, 7pm; tickets available at the 


door 
DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Thursday Nights: Electro Education: 
dub, trip hop, lounge, electro with 
OJ Lazer Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDeddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY MoNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew: InVinceable, Touch It, 
TNO, Lady Vishus 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with 
Allout DJs, DJ Degree, Junior 
Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; Spm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K, hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Decha, tech tranoe/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 
NEW CITY | Love ‘80s Thursdays. 
Spm (door); no cover 

NEW CITY Bride of Bingo 
Thursdays: hosted by Dexter Nebula 
and Anarchy Adam: 10pm; no 
minors, no cover 

ON THE ROCKS Selsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons et Spm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 


























ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 
PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
It Thursdays. breaks, electro house 
spun with PI residents 

THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Laxxxi Tronic, Drag 
Kings and Queens, burlesque and 
rotating game shows, bands 
upstairs monthly 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLCM: Electro, techno, no wave 
with DJ Nik 7 of Shout Out Out Out 
Out; 8pm (door) 


VINYL Shapeshifters 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


AVENUE SKATE PARK Holly 
Springs Disaster, Of Angels, quests; 
all ages event; 7pm (door); $14 at 
Unionevents.com, TicketMaster, 
Meaatunes, Blackbyrd, FS (WEM) 
AXIS CAFE Friday Live Music 
Nights: F&M, Old World Record; $8 
(door) 

AXIS CAFE F&M, Old World 
Record, $8 (door) 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE The Ravit 
Family Christmas, Not necessarily 
Carols 

CARROT CAFE Back Porch Swing 


CASINO EDMONTON Cat Sass 
(country/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD The Run 
Brothers (blues) 


CASTLE ROCK Open stage 
CLIFFS PUB AND EATERY 
Slowbum (blues/rock); 9:30pm- 
1:30am 


EDDIE SHORTS Blues with 
Bemard 


FESTIVAL PLACE A Jazzy 
Christmas: the River City Big Band; 
7:30pm; $28-$32 at Festival Place 
box office, TicketMaster 

FOUR ROOMS Anna Beaumont 
9pm; $5 

FRESH START BAKERY CAFE 
Rob Heath {roots and blues); 6pm- 
9pm; no cover 

HULBERT'S David Ross 
Macdonald; 8pm 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no caver, 3pm 
JEFFREY'S CAFE Gordie 
Matthews (country blues); $10 
JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
{pop/rock}; 9:30pm; no cover 








JET NIGHTCLUB Tha Sessions 


MEAD HALL Sixgun, 
Shadowblade, Vinyl Spine; 8pm. 
(door); $10 


ON THE ROCKS Mourning Wood 


PAWN SHOP Omega Theory (CD 
launch), quests; 10pm 


ROXY THEATRE Christmas Carol 
Project 2007: Musical version of 
Dicken’s Christmas Carol performed 
by Juno-award-winning musicians: 
8pm; $30 {advi/$35 (door) at TIX on 
the Square 


SNEAKY PETE'S Allan-Lee and 





the Blues Busters 
URBAN LOUNGE Ozzy Ozmunds 


VELVET UNDERGROUND The 
Blood Lines, quests; 8pm; no 
minors; $10 (door) 


WILD WEST Tera Lee 


YARDBIRD SUITE The V.S.0.P. 
Group; 8pm (door), 9pm (show); $10 
{member)/$14 (quest) at 
TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN 
CATHEDRAL Festive Brass: Mill 
Creek Colliery Band; 7:30pm; $17 
{adult}/$13 (student/senior) at TIX 
on the Square 

ARDEN THEATRE Cover The 
World With Love: The St Albert 
Junior choirs (choral concert); 7pm; 
$10 at 418-0501 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 








LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! 
Bitch! Bitch! Fridays: electro, indie, 
alternative, techno with DJs 
Dervish, Plan B, quests; no minors; 
Spm (door); Snow Ball Envy, mas- 
querade ball 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out: 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSR's Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikes; Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Movin on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop with 
DJ Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson. 


THE ROOST Fridays All Request 
Dance Party: with DJ Jazzy with 
rotating shows every week; $4 
(member)/S6 (non-member) 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: 
Salsa-merenque-bachata-house- 
feggeaton-urban-old school with DJ 
Spice 





PREVUE / FAI, DEC 14 (7 PM) / HOLLY SPRINGS DISASTER / AVENUE 


SKATE PARK, $14 (ALL AGES) 


“How was their last show?” “Dude, it was a disaster!” 





BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
twa levels; Wooftop: DJs Ben 
Jammin’ and Bobby Torpedo heat 
up the patio 

BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare '60s 
and ‘70s progressive rock, disco, 
and electronic Indie with Joel 
Rieboh 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip 
hop, house, mash up; no minors 
ESMERALDA’S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (doar) 


/ (es : 
PREVUE / SAT, DEC 15 (8 PM) / MARK FEDUK / VELVET UNDER- 
GROUND, $10 


The intimate setting of Velvet Underground is the perfect setting for a 
solo show from Mark Feduk of Red Ram and the Uncas. 





FEVER Ladies night with DJ Jonnie 
Spinns and Toni Sanchez 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


GINGUR SKY African Vibes: 
Edmonton's only African night DJ 
D-Black (Edmonton), DU Slicey 
(Edmonton) 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 

wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with 
DY Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 {after 10pm) 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Top 40 request with a mix of retro 
and disco; 7pm-12midnight 


STARLITE ROOM Bedouin 
Soundclash, Matt Costa, St. Alvia 
Cartel; no minors; Spm (door) 
$27.50 at Unionevents.com, 
TicketMaster, Megatunes, 
Blackbyrd, FS (WEM), Freecloud 


STOLU'S Top 40, A&B, house with 
People’s DJ 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
DJ Tysin 

TEMPLE A night of Sagittarius Dus 
Sagittarium, Space Age, DJ Rystar, 
Greg Saint, Vinny Vo; 9pm; no 
minors; $4 (Temple membership)/S6 
{without membership) 


TOUCH OF CLASS Mark 
McGarrigle (pop rock) 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests; 1- 
Jam 


URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays 
WUNDERBAR Fridays with the 
Pony Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ 
Toma; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays: Myagt; 1am-Bam 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


AXQS CAFE Darren Frank (EP 
release), quests; 8pm (door), 9pm 
{music}; $8 (door)/$15 (with EP) 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: Raptors; no cover acoustic 
avery Sat afternoon 4-Gpm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Slowbum (bio 
British blues); 8-10-30pm 


BLUES ON WHYTE Band of the 
week, 3-4pm; Open blues jam every 
Saturday afternoon hosted by Mark 
Ammar joined by co-hosts Dale 
Collins (guitar), Noel (Big Cat) 
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Mackenzie (bass), 4-9 20, 


CASINO EDMONTON (:; 
(country/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Brothers (blues) 

EDDIE SHORTS S\.\, 
Hypocrites, The Swill cf, 
EDMONTON EVENT cena: 
Broken Social Scene CENTRE 
Drew's “Spirit if an 
licenced event; 7 
Blackbyrd, Liste 
Acoustic Drum 


FOUR ROOMS Anis 5 
Spm; $5 


HULBERT'S Miche 
Show, primitive sripped doy, 
and roll, blues, R&B): | ac 
event; 8pm; $7 


THE IVORY CLUB Live ici) 


pianos, no cover, Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Satur 
Jam, 3-7:30pm; country/rc 
Spm-2am 


J&A BAR AND GRILL 
Havoc (pop rock}; 9p f 
& A's customer appre 
Christmas party 


JEKYLL AND HYDE 
{pop/rock}; 9:30pm, r 


JET NIGHTCLUB | 2 
The Sessions 


MEAD HALL Hip Hoy 
Hatchet Co, 6 Nin 
Boom Box Disc 
Kron, Soleo, 
(door); $10 
O'BYRNE'S 
Christ Wynters (Captain Ty 
Quests; 9:30pm; ni 


ON THE ROCKS Mc 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHB 
PUB Mr. Lucky (blues a 
9:30pm-1:30am; $ 
Anonymous Toy; S 
Anonymous benefit 


PAWN SHOP Apaci 
Way Down 


(QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL & 
Hank Lionheart and Fist 
7:30pm (door), $14 (r 
berl/$7 (member) at d 


RENDEZVOUS Dimebaa 
show. Within the A 
City, Skepis 

ROXY THEATRE Ct 
Project 2007: Mu: 
Dicken’s Christma: 

by Juno-award-winn' 
Bpm; $30 {adv)/$35 {c 
the Square 

SNEAKY PETE'S Allan 
the Blues Busters 


TAPHOUSE Saturday 
Jam: hosted by 
Gator Shelemey, 3-70" 


URBAN LOUNGE (27 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Anderson and The Guaraniee 
Mark Feduk (of Red avr 
Spm; $10 (door) 

WILD WEST Tera |< 


YARDBIRD SUITE Der 
and the B3 Kings 











































(show); $26 (member/S 
TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 





Albert Singers Gu 





7-20pm; $17 av 


ROBERT TEGLER sTupeNt 
CENTRE Concordis 

Music, Jubiloso!, Com 
Chorus Chamber Enser)” 
$10 (adult}/S8 (studen' 


a 
BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 49") 
‘Soundwave 

FREEHOUSE 
two levels alt rock/ele-" 


Main Floor. The § 
with Miss Mer 








Love Jo 
Saturdays: R&B." 
old schoo! 


































f selling out is the most 
in the independent music 
yorid. To sell out is equated with 
oming the enemy” as many major 
acts are seen as bands that skipped 
e “paying dues” part and went fully 
side. Due to the current industry cli- 
selling out is now far more specific 
ind less possible, even in seemingly obvi- 
ys situations. ; 
~ ip 2008, Of Montreal was nailed to the 
yall for selling the rights to its song 
Wraith Pinned to the Mist (And Other 
ames)" to Outback Steakhouse. Outback 
anged the lyrics to the song and got a 

zoke sound-alike to croon in key about 
igoing Outback.” Singer Kevin Barnes 
it not as an integrity issue, but more 
one of possibilities. In a September 
06 interview with Pitchfork, he laid out 
s case: “It's like, ‘Wait, we're still the 
me band, just now we have money so 
e can put on this crazy, theatrical pro- 


duction on our next tour.’ That was sort of 
the idea behind it. It was like, well, we 
feally want to put on something really 
Spectacular and we don’t want to buy all 
Our props at dollar stores. We actually 
Want to put on a really good show”. 

This November, Of Montreal filmed a 
TV ad for T-Mobile where the group is 
prominently featured, with two lines of 
dialogue. This prompted Barnes to make 
a preemptive strike on music blog Stere- 
ogum about how selling out isn’t possi- 
ble. His basic principle: “The moment you 
attempt to live within the confines of a 
social order, you become a sellout.” But 
the aspect | find most interesting is his 
connection to the more time-honored def- 
inition of the sellout: “Selling out, in an 
artistic sense, is to change one's creative 
Output to fit in with the commercial 
world. To create phony and insincere art 
in the hopes of becoming commercially 
successful. I’ve never done this and | 
can’t imagine | ever will.” 


THEREIN LIES THE RUB: people have 
forgotten that sellouts alter their artistic 
output for commercial success. If it's the 
Same music, why should people care 


what the artist does with it? Wilco 
recently sold the rights to multiple 
Songs from its recent album Sky Blue 
Sky to Volkswagon for a series of quirky 
TV spots. The band made a statement 
Via website Wilcoworld.net that 
includes the practical part of selling out: 
“With the commercial radio airplay 
foute getting more difficult for many 
bands (including Wilco), we see this as 
another way to get the music out there. 
And we feel okay about VWs. Several of 
us even drive them.” Why not get 
Money from a company that you own 
products from already? 

I've been seeing television spots from 
Virgin Mobile featuring Justice and Digi- 
talism with faceless cartoon people jump- 
ing around with cellphones in their hands. 
There's a twinge of uncomfortableness 
for me when | see these commercials that 
could potentially be construed as a bout 
of “sellout fever.” But realistically, it’s an 
intrinsic sense of jealousy that every 
dude who buys a cellphone is gonna start 
jamming Justice at his frat party. People 
want ownership of music and that puts 
the listener at fault for their preconcep- 
tions, not the artist. w 


























indy, electro, rock with DJs Nik 
foeeeecen Jay (Mod Cluby, 


RED STAR Saturdays indie rock, hip 
‘hop, and electro with DJ Hot Philly 
and guests 


THE ROOST Saturdays—Always like 
New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (Retro) 
downstairs and DJ Jazzy (New 
Music} upstairs; $4 (member)/$5 
{non-member} 


‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKAT- 
ING DISCO Sportsworld Inline and 
Roller Skating Disco: Top 40 request 
with @ mix of retro and disco; 1-5pm 
and 7pm-12 midnight 
‘STARLITE ROOM Oh Snap and 
Gomp Present-Oh Snap, | just got 
STOMPED: Degree and Funktrader, 
‘Nik 7 and DJ Fuuze, The Protege and 
Pe re er tatrige and 

xa Commander, Soulus and All 
‘Out Bus; Spm; $7 (door , member- 
ship required 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40, A&B. 
house with People's OJ 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Anthem: 


hard NAG/trance/funky with Jeff 
Hillis, DTOR, Big Daddy, STX, Tweek: 
lam-8am 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Techno 
All The Way- Dave Stone, Rob 
Tryptomene, Neil K 


WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and 
local bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Release 
Saturdays: Psylent Night with 
Morrison, Travis Mateeson, Tianna 
JJ, Donovan on the main floor; 
Christian J, Mix Matt’r upstairs; 
downstairs: Psy Amigos (Tag Team): 
James Katalyst (Calgary), Sundrop 
(Calgary), Organic Manic; Tristan 
Newton (Calgary) vs. Cruz AE, WAV 
Occupation: Jord and Relentless, 
Schwag Dankus, MissyElectro; 
$18/813 (with Food Bank donation) 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jim Findlay Trio 


{ecoustic jazz guitar/fiddle/bass) 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
Sunday jam; 7pm 

DUSTER'S PUB Sunday open stage 
hosted by the Mary Thomas Band 
EDDIE SHORTS Every Sunday open 
Stage with Rab Taylor; 4-Bpm 


HULBERT'S Sunday Night Mic 
hosted by Rhea March; 7pm 


JAMIMERS PUB Sunday open 
blues jam; 4-8pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB Live Sunday jam 
hosted by Wily and Dave; 2:30pm 


NEW CITY Wednesday Night 
Heroes: The Franklins, Raygun 
Cowboys, High Jinks, The 
{ntensives, all ages event; 7pm. 
(door) 

O'BYRNE'S Open stage with Joe 
Bird: 9:30pm; no cover 

OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor, 8-11pm 

OVERDRIVE Anything Goes: 
‘acoustic jam every Sunday afternoon 
with the Shufflehound; 1:30-Spm, 
ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage 
featuring the Digs/Mike McDonald 
alternate weeks, 9-12 








ROXY THEATRE Christmas Carol 
Project 2007: Musical version of 
Dicken’s Christmas Carol performed 
by Juno-award-winning musicians, 
2pm; $30 {adv)/$35 (door) at TIX on 
the Square 


CLASSICAL 


HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN 
CHURCH Edmonton Recital Sociaty: 
Hackleman Duo, Martin Hacklemen, 
Kelly Ker Hackleman; 7:30pm; $20 
(adult}/$15 (student/senior) at THX on 
the Square 


WINSPEAR CENTRE A Pro Coro 
Christmas: Pro Coro Canada; led by 
Alvin Lowrey, Jeremy Spurgeon: 
{organ); 2pm, tickets available at the 
Winspear nox office 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic Imprav, 
Jameoki and 0 Tim 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Got To 
Give It Up Sunday Afternoons: Main 
Floor: Funk, soul, Motown, disco 
with DJ Red Dawn 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro; 10pm- 








* ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL 10035-103 St * ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 459- 
1542 * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 * AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave, 990-0031 * BACK- 
DRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 103244-82 Avo, upstairs, 436-4418 : THE 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 504-7777 * BILLY BOB'S 





VIDE 


LOUNG inental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439- 
1082 « — alpen 151204 Story Plain Rd, 481-7768 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 
418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 » BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-3981 + 
BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY’S 117258 Jasper Ave, 488-0636 * CAFE LEVA 11053-86 Ave * CASI- 
NO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll Rd, 463-9467 * CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St, 424-9467 * CASTLE 
ROCK 470 St. Albert Ra, St. Albert, 458-5571 » CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St. Albert Rd * CENTURY CASINO 
13103 Fort Rd, 643-4000 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462-6565 * CLIFF'S PUB 
AND EATERY 8214-175 St, 487-8887 * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building,.Universityof Alberta, 492-060) « 
CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Ad; 113'SL472-7696 * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 
* DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 44-5551 * EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St, 453-3663 » EDMONTON EVENTS 
CENTRE WEM Phase I|I, 489-SHOW * EMPIRE BALLROOM WEM Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 486-9494 + 
FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 449-3378 * FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of 





FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 * FLUID 
LOUNGE "0886 lsspor Ave 4250700 « FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FOX 10125- 


109 St, 990-0680 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 433-9623 + 


FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 10341-82 


488-4841 * GINGUR 5505- i . NITY 
toes. 118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO = HOLY TRI 
0037-8 fae'> HOOLIGAN PUR No7oe. 128 st reas * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, 436-1161 * THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary rs Sanh 
‘1945-127 Ave, 451-8779 * J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 + JEFFREYS CAFE 9640 142 St, 451-8890 « JEKYLL AND 


10810 100 Ave « 
5 Al op 23 Akins Drive, StAlbert 


$ 11730 
‘St. Albert » 


'S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 * KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433-6768 « chp gl iets 9221-34 
: * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fi, 447- 
: on CH 10025-101 St» MEAD HALL 10940-166A St» MUTTART HALL-ALBERTA COLLEGE 10050 MacDonald Drive « eC 
Ave, 490-1999 * NEW CITY 10021 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 « NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8130 Gateway 8d * O'BYRNE'S 1061682 ve, 414. 
m ‘Ave, 482-4767 » OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 439-9485 « 
Ee etl > 4 « PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 1160 
Piz meron : Aber» PLEASANTVIE Ww COMM MMUNETY HALL 10860-57 ‘Ave, 474-5270 * RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave, 428-0825 « RITCHIE UNITED 


AND TAPROOM South Whitemud 
7 Jasper Ave * PLANET INDIGO-ST. 


GRILL Concordia College, 73 St. south of 112 
RIVERSIDE BAR AND 326-St. Albert Trail, 460-1122 « ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE Concor lege, 
197 St. Jasper Ave, 482-5152 « ROXY THEATRE 10708-124 St, 453-2440 « SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Avo. 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438-0373 « SNEAKY PETE'S 
OUR STEA LOUNGE College Piza, 11116-82 Avo + STOLLY'S 2nd Hor, 10388 Wy 
MeKenny Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 * TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis 
10220-1093 St * URBAN LOUNGE 10544-62 Ave, 437-7699 * VELVET UNDERGROUND 
SALOON 1292-50 St, 476-3388 » WINSPEAR CI 
10028-102 St 994-3256, www.yatterhours.com * YARDBIRD S' 





ENTRE ‘chill Sq, 428-1414 © 
ire 10sabe. (ave, 432.0428 * YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Camegie 


- (DARD 6107-104 St. 438-2582 * STARLITE ROOM 10030- 
iA NY ieee Oh ite 497-2293 « STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave: 
J. 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
10030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 * VEDIC 
WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 





beleg y.\, | = 


THURSDAY BEND MI 


DECI3 


WWW.URBANLOUNGE.NET 


10544-82 AVE. PH:437-7699 








MUSIC 
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‘2Manc guest DUs inquire at 
epity¥@michotti.com 


(EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock hip 
‘hop, house, mash up 
(OVERTIME BROILER Suncay 
eee 


(URBAN FRAT Urbon Lacies Night 
_Nandays 

URBAN LOUNGE Sunday Night 
Live: boasted by DA Chociit Eva. DU 
‘Sweetz Spm; the best of Urban's 
live entertaiemnent 10pm 
WUNDERBAR Sundays OJ 
Galtstea and XS, guests; no cover 


MON EE 


__LIVE MUSIC 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE How the 
Bleck Dog Stole Christmas: cus- 
tomer xmas party; 7pm 

IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondays: 
music and comedy, 8pm 

B'S PUB Opan Stage with Shaved 


Posse hasted by Ken. Fred, Gordie 
and Matt: 3-12:30 





HALL Acoustic instrumental old 
time fiddle jam hosted by the Wild 
Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 
7pm 

SECOND CUP-MEADOWLARK 
Kaley BEisiege! 


CLASSICAL 


SAAUTTART HALL-ALBERTA 
COLLEGE From Wedding Bells to 
Steighbells: Opera belle to perform 
concert with Axios Male Choir, 
7:30pm; $20 (adult\/$17 
{student/senior) at TX on the 
square, door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Special 
Chnstmas concert: Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra. gospel artist 
Michael W. Smith; 7:30 pm; tickets 
available at the Winspear box 
office 





je 


PRODUCTIONS 









Hid heen 
These guys used to be the absolute best but then someone did bet- 
ter and now they're just a historical footnote. 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy 
Electro Latest and greatest in 
House, Progressive and Trip-Hop; 
12am-2:30am; interested quest DJs 
inquire at kelly@michetti.com; 
karaoke with Tizzy, amateur strip 
contest; 9pm-12am 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Meta! 
Mondays: with DJ S.WA.G. 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Munch on Metal Mondays: '80s 
metal with DJ Sammi Kerr; no 
minors; no cover 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical tal- 
ent with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


CASTLE ROCK Moosehead jam 
DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 








KEVIN DREW'S 


“SPIRIT IF” 


arts-crafts.cafkevindrew 





CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Special 
Christmas concert: Edmonton 
‘Symphony Orchestra, gospel artist 
Michael W. Smith; 12:30pm; tickets 
evailable at the Winspear box 
office 

WINSPEAR CENTRE A Lightly 
Classical Christmas: The Richard 
Eaton Singers, highlighted by 
Randol Bass’ work for narrator, 
choir and orchestra, Glad Tidings; 
8pm; tickets available at the 
Winspear box office 


DJS 


BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, 
DU Arrowchaser 

ESMERALDA'S Top 40, country, 
A&B with DJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 
FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance les- 
sons 8-10pm 

GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 


Reggae music with Bomb Squad, 
.B., Chrome Nine; no cover 


RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental 











0025 
TICKETS ON SALE AT TICKETMASTER, 
poi LISTEN & MEAGTUNES 


CO (1) VE utr 


Indie Rock, Hip Hop, Electro with 
‘DY Hot Philly oa 
SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 
‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Top 40 request with a mix of retro 
‘and disco; 7pm-12 midnight 


Night Shakedowns: with DJ 
Generic (hipster twister) and 
guests; 8pm (door); no cover 
WUNDERBAR Sweet Brit and 
Punk with Phillip and Bogner 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays: The Ho Ho Ho 
Down: Cordoba 


CASTLE ROCK Acoustic night open 
stage 

EDDIE SHORTS Wednesday blues 
jam with Brian Petch (guitar) 


FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower 
open stage Christmas party; 7:30pm 
(door); $2 


FOUR ROOMS Toque; 8pm 


HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock ’n’ Roll 
Kenny 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH A 
Downtown Country Christmas: with 
Stewart MacDougall; 12:10-1pm; 
free, Christmas good will donations 
accepted for No Room in the Inn 
project for affordable housing 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
guests; 9:30pm; no cover 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre- 
sented by the Northem Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


ROXY THEATRE Christmas Caro! 
Project 2007: Musical version of 
Dicken’s Christmas Carol performed 
by Juno-award-winning musicians; 
8pm; $30 {advi/$35 (door) at TIX on 








SCL ANO BRENT OLIVER PRESENTS HARDWOOD RECORDING ARTIST 


HAYDEN). 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 9 


guest JENN GRANT 


with 


the Square 

‘STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Open mic 
{acoustic) every Wed; (last Wed 
each month spoken word) 
URBAN LOUNGE Red Ramp 


WILD WEST Trick Ryder 
DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smoov 

BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 
Wednesday Nights: with DJ Herley 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays: roots music 
with DJ Buster Friendly; no cover; 
live music once a month; Wooftop: 
RetroActive Radio with LL Cool Joe, 
altamative ‘80s and “90s, post punk, 
new wave, garage, Brit, mod, rock 
and roll 

BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ 
Seray Sean 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays: with DJ Jonnie 
Spinns and Toni Sanchez 

FLUID LOUNGE Wednesdays Rock 
This 

THE FOX Wind-up Wednesdays: 
R&B, hiphop, reagas, old skool, reg- 
gaeton with InVineeable, Touch It, 
weekly quest DJs 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B with 
DJ Spincycle 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Rock 
Out With Your Box Out Wednesday 
Night: no minors; no cover 

NIKIG DIAMOND'S Punk and '80s 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Guest DJs every 
Wednesday 

STANDARD Wednesday Gone 
Wild Feat: with DJ Nestor Delano 
STOLU'S Wild Cherry: 
House/garage with Tripswitch, 
Rezidnt Funk, fusion with Steve 
Velocity 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic: 
Every Wednesday with the JBOTS; 
indie mod rock dance party, 8pm 
(door) 

WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 
new DJ; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Y Not 
Wednesday 





BOP & JCL PRODUCTIONS UPCOMING SHOWS: (CBRENTOLVER | 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 


101ST EDMONTON DOORS AT 7PM 












PREVUE / THU, DEC 20 iN iW / A MERRY CASSETTES RECORDS CHRISTMAS / 


STREET), Ni (ALL AGES) Local and prolific musician 


Eamon McGrath's homegrown label Cassette cords 1s presenting this show at the 
Ortona Armoury, s 3sing a handful of local punk bands who are pushing the bound 
aries of the genre. In the lineup are Holzkopf, Red Medicine, Pear Hands, the Fawkes, 
Doublethink, Dinosaurus Tricerattack and Lesser Panda, and psychedlic visuals will be pra- 
vided by visual artists KelleY BoleN and Thomas Pringle. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


ORTONA ARMOURY (9722 - 10 










BEE ATE.“ 1. 


EDAONTOMFOODBAMGBENETT | 


FEAT COCEETOO, THE PLAIN DEALERS, THE LIVE ATLANTIC 
DOUG HOYER, THE WELL-HUNG MILLIONAIRES & EL! Hitz 


FRI JANUARY 4 


AT THE PAWNSHOP Tv i el a | 2 


wire RAYGUN COWBOYS & THE BENDER: | 


FAI FEBRUARY {5 GERONIMO | 


AT THE PAWNSHOF 


FRI DECEMBER 21 


AT STARLITE ROOM 





Wirn KILL THE LIGHTS & 40 THEIVES | 
SUN FEBRUARY 17 





AT THE JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 


VIDEO GAMES! LIVE 


WORLD PREMIERE Of MASS EFFE EFFEC? 


WITH SYMPHONY & CHORAL SUPPORT + PRESENTED BY | | 
——— | ene so ’ 
vv” 








dal aes 27 


AT MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE » JOSH Ri IT ; ER 


MON MARCH 3 CRYSTALCASTLES ‘STLES 


AT STANLITE ROON 


bnvanne GRIMSKUNK 


AT THE PAWNSHOP 











eet 








DEC 13 - DEC 19, 2007 
























‘marychrista@vueweekly.com 
S a master of the 
ment. “We've been 
Sy with the Blood 
issist Says demurely. 
-and now we're trying 
hen we play. We're still 

from the current album, 
n the experimentation 
ding new songs and switch- 


h pauses. “And we were in 






vith excitement. “We played with 
big names—Nine Inch Nails, New York 

Dolls, Mando Diao ... we were not on 
pee stage or anything, but still— 
we played for 3000 people!” 

You can take the boy out of the 
prairies, but you can’t take the 
prairies out of the boy. Kardash, right- 
ly, is thrilled to have played Beijing 
with his Blood Lines bandmates. His 
joy is infectious, making the experi- 
ence impossible to begrudge (and 
easy to follow—they kept a video 
diary for CBC, posted on theblood- 
lines.com). ; 

*To be involved in something like 
that is really exciting, but to be ina 
foreign land was just incredible. We 
played NXNE in June and met this guy 
who has been helping us out. He has 
connections all over the world and he 


lined it up,” Kardash recalls. “He said, 


aa 
— 


co 


oc 
Qo. 


FAL, DEC 14 (6 PM) 


THE BLOOD LINES 
WITH AURORA 
VEWET UNDERGOUNO S10 


‘How would you feel about China?’ 
We were speechless at the time, but 
why not shoot for the biggest shows 
and opportunities you can? He said, 
‘Let's see what we can make happen’. 
A couple months later we were taking 
in all the pollution, the Forbidden City, 


















the Great Wall ...” 

The exotic locale wasn’t the only 
aspect of the trip that screamed “rock 
star.” 

“We were the guest of this big 
radio station in Beijing, taking us out 
to posh dinners,” he recounts. “They 
treated us really well. The bathroom 
in our hotel had a picture window! 
You'd have to remember that before 
you went in and did anything, but it 
was really nice.” 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 73 













and with drums.” Sophomore full-length due in 2008. (vol- 
canolessincanada.com) 


ULTIMATE POWER DUD “Ramones-y, funny and good. The 
drummer is our drummer Barrett's girlfriend.” Hilarious and 
awesome live show, currently recording a follow-up to the 
band’ first full-length and umpteenth EP Recently did CBC ses- 
sion podcast—link through its site. (ultimatepowerduo.com) 


THE DEEP DARK WOODS “Country-ish, rootsy-ish. I've known 
Ryan [Boldt] the singer since we were 14 or 15.” Recently 
released an excellent sophomore full-length and will be touring 
with Shuyler Jansen in the new year. (myspace.com/deepdark- 
woods) 


JUNIOR PANTHERZ “We just recorded. We worked on it over 
the summer. | was busy with the Blood Lines, but we did it in 
between, recorded it around September/October. I'm really 
proud of. ‘the new album. My sister Maygen now plays key- 

boards with us." Kardashs howling prairie indie-rock band with 
songwriter Terry Mattson. After six years together, the band 
broke up the same week it released its fifth album. The musi- 
cians have since reunited. (juniorpantherz.com)w 


le scene's really growing. 
und, but there's a lot of diversity 
ends. “Like you guys ‘in Edmon- 


he narthem Saskatchewan city, Kardash 
-music-n Tea 
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Sty lus Music School 


i ig Education | Career Programs 









Master of Music Production & Technology 
Independent.Music Producer 
Sound Design & Technology 











T: 604.523.2969 
www.stylusmusicschool.com 
#60 8th Street, New Westminster, B.C. 








Sree ¢ 
a= CHECK.OUTTHESE... 
SPS OMING'SHOWS!— 





Doors at 8:00 pm, Seating ls Limited 


> Sorry No Minors 
Tickets $20.00 Ticketmaster 


WWW.CNTY, 
780 


COME RING IN NEW:YEARS EVE WITH 


. 


nd’ Party Favours! 
rough Ticketmasté? or Gentory Casino 643.4000, 


Satie Se 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CENTURY CASINO 
ALL. SHOWS DOORS AT SPM 
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www.sarahmclachlan.com 
www. myspace.com/sarahmelachian 
www. nettwerk.com 


JARS OF CLAY 
Christmas Songs 


holiday classics and 

original gems. ineluding 
“WONDERFUL CHRISTMASTIME, ~ 
“DRUMMER Boy™ 

and “Peace Is HERE.” 


In STORES Now 


www jarsofclay.com 
wew..myspace.com/jarsofclay 
wee. nettwerk. com 


A unique collection of classic, 


Gomez, Ben Harper, Lucinda 
Williams, Sarah McLachlan 





Float like a butterfly, sing like a bee 
KRISTILYN ROBERTSON GETS SET TO RELEASE THE BEE TREE 


ALYSSA NOEL / alyssa@vueweekly.com 
or most, discovering that a 
Fesem of bees has moved into 
the prime piece of real estate 
concealed within the trunk of their 
backyard tree prompts a call to the 
exterminator. 

But for singer-songwriter Kristilyn 
Robertson, it inspired a new album. 
She watched the insects buzz about 
this summer as she got set to record 
The Bee Tree in her studio. 

“Pretty much all of the songs are 
about searching for something,” 
Robertson said from her home out- 
side Gibbons. “They all kind of emu- 
late the bees of the bee tree in my 
backyard who were searching all 
summer, | think people are like that. 
We're all buzzing around looking for 
answers.” 

The record marks Robertson's sec- 
ond full-length effort since she first 
fell in love with the piano nearly a 
decade ago. At first music was merely 
a way to escape the banal and often 
cliquey world of high school. But soon 
she discovered her passion for the 
ivories ran deeper than that. 

"It’s the biggest, bulkiest instru- 
ment, but I love the sound and I love 
that I don’t get calluses on my fingers 
when I play,” she says. “It just has 
such a depth. It’s just a great instru- 


RKM 
CET 





THU, DEC 13 (8 PM) 


= | KRISTILYN ROBERTSON 
ceo | WITH CARRIE HRYNIW 
2 | HULBERT'S S10(ALL AGES) 


ment.” 


AFTER BREEZING THROUGH the ranks 


of piano exams, Robertson was 
accepted to Alberta College's Inter- 
national Music Academy and then 
Concordia University College where 
she discovered her talent for writing 
original material. As part of a school 
project she had the opportunity to 
play around and arrange music for 
instruments she had never played 


before, like violin, flute and ac cor 
dion. The experiment proved s,,, 

cessful and she recorded the Piece 

collectively as The Uncut Version, he 
first official album. 

But instead of building on tp, 
momentum of that debut, Robertso, 
found herself out of school and drift 
ing away from a career in music “a 
didn’t have] a keyboard and | hh 
know how to promote myself,” 
remembers. “The first album, Pic 
school project, I focused on Playing 
around school. I never venture 
around to even play a coffee shop in in 
Edmonton. I was clueless when | 
graduated.” 

But she quickly grew unsatisfieq 
without music in her life. So, she 
scraped together some funds to buy 3 
keyboard and hit the Edmonton ci; 
cuit playing both conventional cafes 
and outdoor fundraisers. She remem 
bers one Canada Day event in particu 
lar that reinforced her chosen path 

“I played ‘Breathe,’ the first song off 
[The Uncut Version]. {Afterwards} I 
went to sit with my parents and ihis 
girl came over in tears and describ: 
what she was feeling,” she says 
was just thrilled—well, not that s! 
was crying, but it was nice to he 
that kind of response, that my musi: 
has touched someone that way.” v 


THE REASON FOR THE SEASON IS UPON US! 


Get the best gear and the best prices for’your kids. 


RKM's Exclusive & 
London England's pride 


#66 975 Broadmoor Blvd. 
Sherwood Park, AB. T&A SW9 


Ph: 780.417.9916 
Fax: 780.417.9957 


MTR. 


were rummusiccanada.com 








WEEKLY DE 13 - DE 19, 2007 


PLUS what about yourself? Don't you deserve it? 


‘512999 
$199.99 
$798.89 


Acoustic packages 
Electric packages 
Drum kits 


Great accessories selection 
for Christmas gifts! 








DEM MUNRO / eden@veeweekly.com 

veil of chaos has fallen over 
L the Vue Weekly office. Five 
o'clock has long since passed 
and the doors have been locked, yet 
the building is alive with people. Local 
barnstorming band Cordoba—named 
for guitarist/vocalist Cliff Culbert’s 
first shitty car”—is here to rip through 
a set of its rapid-fire country tunes. 
Well, that’s the plan, anyway. Current- 
ly, bassist/vocalist Sean Rivalin is 
perched in the next room in front of a 
elevision set, watching the Oilers get- 

ting worked over by the Blues. 
"Fuck!" he shouts, leaving little 
foubt as to which team just scored— 


in the studio, drummer Scott Lingley 
5 setting up his kit while the gathered 
adjusts the lights and sound, just 
Is Culbert arrives. With the trio com- 
it takes a little more work to.pry 
from the game and get the ses- 
0 but once all three gath- 
rin the room and pick up their 
! as, they quickly brush the 
webs off their rip-snortin’ tunes and 

















POnsiianag the nature of Cordo- 
¥s music—the first thing that hits 
4 when the needle drops on the 
04 EP Short Stacked is the sense 
na! the band is careening wildly 
the Noack, impending disaster 

g just around the bend—a little 
Seely esr cus of place. The 
“favours an approach that is both 
id and tom; with Culbert’s fingers 
S the fretboard, bending 
+ Ea ning some considerable 


‘be an old roll ee luct tape, 
2 the impression that‘évery note 
F for and earned. 

r, attentions are 
Process, which 
ses aseomesa the 

ce Setup, wi ith Rivalin 
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disappearing once again to catch a few 
moments of the all-but-done game. 
Once beers are opened up and the trio 
reconvenes once again, the interview 
commences, with the proceedings tak- 
ing a rapid turn into the realm of mad- 
ness; answers are fired back and forth 
with abandon, covering everything 
from how the band’s current incarna- 
tion came together—before Lingley 
joined, Whitey Houston/Shout Out Out 
Out drummer Rob “Gravy” Hoffart 
pounded the skins for Cordoba—to 
plans for the future, parts of which are 
surprising even to some of the band- 
members. At one point, Lingley learns 
of an upcoming gig for the first time 
live in front of the camera, prompting 
Culbert to point out that the band’s 
communication is particularly suspect. 
So, with an interview like this, it seems 
that the best way to handle it is to sim- 
ply let the three musicians speak for 
themselves, 


VUE WEEKLY: How did Cordoba come 
together in the first place? 

SEAN RIVALIN: Cliff had sort of talked up 
this band he had to a friend of ours and 
then the friend had a CD release party 
and said, “Hey Cliff, you want your 
band to open?” and Cliff said, “Yes,” 
and then he called me and Gravy at the 
time and said, “Quick, I need a band 
because we have a show.” So we went 
and leamed a whole bunch of songs— 













/ Car and the chew-tobacco beat 
ROLLING DOWN THE TRACK LIKE A RUNAWAY TRAIN 


shit I had laying around, shit he had 

lying around—it was about half the fast 

country stuff and half all kinds of pop- 

rock stuff. And we played a couple of 
shows like that and then decided to just 

concentrate on the one thing. We'd 
done the pop-rock thing for long 
enough and this was new and interest- 
ing and different. 

CLIFF CULBERT: That’s pretty much it—1 
was shooting my mouth off. The rea- 
son this band exists is because | can’t 
shut up. 

SR: Born out of a big mouth and some 
bravado and a whole lot of slappin’ 
shit together at the last minute. 

SCOTT LINGLEY: And then a year and a half 
ago they heard that I had a basement, 
so they asked me if I wanted to be in 
the band so that they could rehearse 
in my basement. 


VW: Besides abandoning the pop-rock 
songs and going all-out country, has 
the sound evolved in any other ways 
over the last three years? 

CC: Just the introduction of Scott has 
changed the feel of the band a lot. 

Si: Gravy's a good guy. He just was too 
busy touring with Shout Out Out Out 
Out and we'd had enough, damn it. 

SL: And compared to Gravy [ hit like a 
12-year-old girl. 

SR: Yes, that too, because before, with 
Gravy, we could play anywhere and 
he'd still get told to turn it down 

SL: Enter the 12-year-old girl. 

SR: With a basement. 

SL: Everybody's got their own variant 
of what we call the chew-tobacco 
beat, so just like every jazz drummer 
plays those swing rhythms on the ride 
cymbal differently, every country 
drummer plays the chew-tobacco 
beat differently, so you can’t just step 
into another guy's shoes and do the 
same thing. 

CC: It’s like apples and another totally 
different kind of apple. 

SR: It’s like Macintosh and Spartans. 


VW: It’s been three years and you've 
released one EP. Do you have plans 
for anything more? 

(C: We've been recording with Scott 
Franchuk at Riverdale Recorders. 

SA: Yes, we've done two sessions, at 
which point he decided to go and 
become Corb Lund’s soundman and 
was never heard of again. He's going 
to be in town soon. We should go bust 
his knees and take the tapes 

CC; We've had bad luck with that sort 
of thing. 

SR: Yeah, we start recording with 
someone and then immediately they 
don’t want to record anybody—they 
leave town or something. 


At this point, Lingley, obviously con- 
cerned about the poor communicaion 
that Culbert mentioned earlier, says that 
he has some questions for the others 
which will help him get to know them 
better. 


Sk: Cliff, ! have a question for you: in 
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I meet up with 
d member to 
, is a get-in- 
g Over a quick 
© somewhere, but 
| Kenny Seldom, 
Edmonton's mostly- 

of zombie-punk the 
ng is really normal. 
hough not seem like a very 
ombie-ish, or even a very punk 
thing to do, prior to our interview 
seldom insisted we play a game of 
amily Feud for Sega Genesis. 

The game itself is more frustrating 
than actually interviewing members 
of the band—described to me once as 
being like trying to nail Jell-o toa 
yee—because it involves spelling 
words under pressure, and a level of 
exactitude that isn’t present on the 
television program. I mean, come on, 
sn't “policeman” the same as “police 
man?" Apparently not. 


NYWAY, AFTER BEING taught a lesson 
by Seldom, we got down to the busi- 
ness of discussing the Franklins’ deci- 
‘sion to reform for the second year in a 
row for Christmas. Though it seems 
like it’s becoming something of an 
annual tradition, the imminent depar- 
re of singer and guitarist Jonny O 
from Edmonton might put a stop to it. 
‘And though Seldom tried to convince 
me that Jonny O was leaving to get an 
‘operation that would change him into 


Ho 
at 
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Jenny O, it was apparent that the rea- 
son for leaving was much more 
pedestrian. 

“Who knows if we'll do this again 
next year ... Jonny's leaving town but 
maybe he’ll come back for Christ- 
mas,” Seldom explained. “He's going 
to Vancouver for a while—I guess 
until he wants to move somewhere 





else. It took him 24 years to get sick of 
Edmonton, so we'll see how long he 
stays in Vancouver.” 

Nevertheless, this year’s show is 
shaping up to be amazing, as the 
Franklins are practising more than they 
ever did when they were a real band. 

“It's always depressing to see a band 
you loved and see how bad it gets with 
No practising,” laments Seldom. “We've 
probably jammed 15 times, we'll prob- 
ably jam another four times before the 
show. I don’t know if we're taking it 
more seriously now or anything, we 
just don’t wanna suck.” w 
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PiIND punk plays Folk for Food 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
here's something to be said for 
keeping it simple, for recogniz- 
ing what needs to be done and 
just doing it. 

Talking to Jake Ian, one of the organ- 
izers behind Folk for Food, you get 
the sense that putting together the 
Edmonton Food Bank benefit was just 
that. The annual fundraiser, which 
began last year, grew out of Ian and 
Don Welsh’s, aka local rapper iD, desire 
to put on a show for a good cause. 

“We always wanted to do a show 
together. Me and Donny used to live 
together and we went to school 
together. We lived together in Lister 
Hall, actually,” Ian explains. “It gives us 
an excuse to get out there and play our 
music, and if it’s for a good cause, it 
makes you feel a little better about it.” 

With more time spent planning, this 
year’s lineup has grown somewhat 
from the show's beginnings, however. 
Both will be performing, with iD taking 
the stage with his partner-in-Locution- 
Revolution-rhyme Khiry Tafari, but 
they'll also be sharing the bill with Cole 
Walker and Ben Disaster. And Ian 
hopes that the event will grow into 
something bigger in the future. 

“I want it to get bigger,” he admits. 
“It's kind of like a small venue, but 
maybe it'll keep growing, we'll be 
able to put it on at a bigger place, and 
maybe even get some bigger names 
in the future. That’s kind of the ulti- 
mate goal.” 
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FOLK FOR FOOD isn’t the only thing Ian 
is straightforward about, either. The 
guitarist has spent the last couple of 
years working on a solo album that 
he hopes to have ready next year— 
“June at the absolute latest.” 

While the record may seem to be 
taking its own sweet time to come to 
fruition, lan isn’t bothered by it. He’s 
been through it before with his band 
PIND. 

“We've put out four CDs in the past 


~ RAYGUN COWBOYS 
~ HIGHJINKS THEINTENSIVES 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 16 


“AMES NI NEW CITY {Uiay: 
rncccious VASE fix movies 








and we usually have a date ¢, 
they’re going to be out and we never 
meet that deadline,” he explains. s, 
it doesn’t really surprise me, but 
long as I keep plugging away i 
eventually get put out there, ang 
that’s the main thing. You don’t wan 
to put out something that you're ; 
going to be happy with.” 

Writing the songs on the albu; 
tentatively named Sunset Estates, afte 
the trailer court he lives in while 
teaching in Hinton—has been a bit oj 
an exploration for lan, giving him 
chance figure out the intricacies o/ 
putting together a good song that can 
stand on its own. 

“| started listening to Neil Young and 
John Prine and that kind of got 1 
away from the whole punk side of 
things and allowed me to concentrate 
on how to play the acoustic guitar a lit 
tle bit more,” he says. “It’s a differen 
instrument. You don’t have that disto 
tion covering up your mistakes like you 
do with an electric guitar. Doing 
acoustic songs helps out your distorted 
punk-rock writing a lot, too, It kind of 
just strips it down when all you have 's 
an acoustic guitar and your voice—yo! 
need to have a good song, or else 1's 
going to be boring and peop: 
going to want to listen to it. II's nol 
going to hook them in like a grea 
drum roll, or something.” v 
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been unstoppably in motion, pro- 
 pelled by Kardash’s management 
skills and the band’s viral, thundering, 
feel-it-in-your-hips sound. 


BEIJING WAS A high point in a year 


chock full of nominees for peak 


group's ; self-titled debut 
askatoon’s the Blood 

med after a shared genetic 

e as two sets of siblings—has 
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moments, including a nod from the 
Western Canadian Music Awards for 
Outstanding Rock Recording, show- 
cases for Junofest and NXNE, playing 
the Dundurn Roadkill Festival and 
having Moby buy several rounds of 
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with special guests 


Delta 
Spirit 


Pabst Blue Ribbon in New York. 

“Beijing was the farthest we'd ever 
gone,” Kardash notes. “It really opened 
us up to see anything is possible.” 

What was the difference between 
audiences in North America and 
China? 

“They all had black hair!” he 
laughs. “You look out from the stage 
and it’s black hair as far as you can 
See. Actually, the weird thing was that 
they knew our music! People were 
rocking out to us, and they knew the 


LYVE nation 
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Pauses and sudden breaks—really 
knew it! I guess the radio station had 
played us or something, but it was 
still surreal.” 

You'd think Edmonton would be a 
bit of a comedown after that, but as it 
turns out, Kardash, his sister Maygen 
and brothers Paul and Barrett Ross are 
looking forward to returning to Alberta 

“We're so excited to come back to 
Edmonton. We love playing here and 
haven't been here for a year,” he says 
before fretting, “Is it a legitimate 


in stores now 
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Say Anything 
Attack in Black 


February 10 


Edmonton 
Event Centre 


excuse not to have time for Alberta if 
we're in China?” 

Nevermind. We're sure they'll make 
it up to us at the show. How they'll 
top this year, however, is another 
matter 

“We're working on it. We going to 

in February to record v 
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‘NEW SOUNDS 


SPREEPARK 

WE'RE REINVENTING MUSIC/ 
THE GAYSION INVASION 

INDEPENDENT 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

Though the band technically splits its 
membership between the two major 
cities of our province, Spreepark feels 
far more like a Calgary band than an 
Edmonton one. Forgive a bit of a gen- 
eralization, but Edmonton’s more inter- 
esting bands tend to have at least some 
kind of punk flavour to them, whereas 
Calgary seems to indulge its grander, 
poppier side—Chad van Gaalen is at 
the head of a scene (including Jane 
Vain and the Dark Matter, Vailhalen 
and Woodpigeon, among others) that’s 
certainly capable of producing some of 
the most interesting, eclectic pop in 
Canada, if it isn’t already. 

And it’s to that tradition that 
Spreepark certainly belongs. Named 
after an abandoned amusement park 
in Berlin and built around a core of 
some of the savviest pure pop musi- 
cians either city has to offer—Marshall 
Watson (My Robot Unicorn) and Eric 
Cheng (Portraits) from Edmonton and 
Mark Hamilton and Annalea Sordi 
(both in Woodpigeon) from Calgary 
are the permanent members, with 
stand-ins from a number of other 
bands local to both cities—they create 
stirring, soaring acoustic pop, equally 
at home indulging in grand, symphon- 
ic pomp (“Overture to the Matter- 
horn/The Matterhorn Reminisces,”) or 
simple, straightforward plinking, 
plucking and harmonizing (‘Roller- 
coaster Love Song”). 

Their talent for writing beautiful 
pop songs is such that the only thing 
you can really argue with is their 
ambition, and there's alternately too 
much and too little of it here, depend- 
ing on where you're looking. The first 
half of this double album (available 
for download off the group's website, 
spreeparktheband.com), We're Rein 
venting Music, is fine, but it does more 
to prove that they shouldn’t bother 
reinventing something they’re so 
good at. 

Opening beautifully with 
"Spreepark Jetzt!,” a helplessly catchy 
song filled with frolicking guitars and 
glockenspiel percussion, Reinventing 
Music proceeds to spend a lot of its 
time drifting off into instrumental 
asides, a move that feels vaguely dis- 
appointing. The songs certainly aren't 
bad by any stretch—if anything, it’s 
impressive that a band that spends 
much of the next album, The Gaysion 
Invasion, trading off a kind of sham- 
bolically delicate charm can also put 
together something this musically 
involved—they just pale in compari- 
son to what the band is capable of 
when it adds some narrative, or at 
least some lyrical structure. 

Whatever Music's faults, though, 
Gaysion Invasion is an almost flawless 
record, bringing together a knack for 





cogent metaphor (the aforementioned 
Matterhorn song drags an awful lot 
out of the image of an abandoned 
rollercoaster) with pop that drifts 
between anthemic (“Return of la 
force”) and spookily withdrawn 
(‘Ghosts Live in My Cupboard and 
Scare the Children”). The stand-out is 
probably “Roller Coaster Love Song,” 
though: a banjo, glockenspiel and 
horns mingle almost aimlessly behind 
lyrics that manage to convey both a 
sweet innocence and a mournful 
aching for that kind of simplicity. 

In an ideal world, the band proba- 
bly would have cherry-picked the 
standouts from We’re Reinventing 
Music and weaved them in with The 
Gaysion Invasion: had the group done 
that, and perhaps more fully 
embraced the amusement park narra- 
tive, it might have had a purely pop 
rejoinder to something like Rock 
Plaza Central’s brilliant Are We Not 
Horses?, both in terms of lyrical poten- 
cy and musical breadth. As is, though, 
it has one good album and one fan- 
tastic one, which isn’t too bad. 


CHAMPION ET SES G-STRINGS 
LIVE DVD & CD 
SABATEUR 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 

If you've ever seen Champion perform 
with his G-Strings, you know exactly 
what I’m talking about when I say 
that this combo of CD and DVD is 
stellar. The audio will get you primed 
and the visual will remind you of 
sweaty, dance-filled nights. You just 
won't be able to help yourself from 
returning to the volume to turn it up 
louder and louder. With DJ Champion, 
aka Maxime Morin, conducting the 
proceedings of four guitarists, a 
bassist and a singer, the set takes you 
to a show and leaves you there to 
wobble your glowing self home. 


DAFT PUNK 
ALIVE 
VIRGIN 


WHITEY HOUSTON / whitey@vueweekly.com 

I caught Daft Punk on the Toronto 
stop of the Alive tour, and even 
though I was well prepared for the 
spectacle and had my aloof face firm- 





anicic 


ly affixed, I was still totally bjo\, 
away. Gobsmacked if you're Brij}. 
(Mind Blown Maznt!!11! [f yo 
internetish). Even if you don’t ¢ 5}; 
to Daft Punk's ubiquitous filter ),, 
you can’t help but be floored by p 
unparalleled live set-up. It’s by fa; 
most fun I’ve ever had watchinc | 
guys doing absolutely nothing. sy 
prisingly, the euphoria translate “i 
ty well to disc. You can't see jh, 
pyramid laser matrix or sme\j th 
drunk, tight-panted nubiles trying 
dance, but the energy is still palpabj 
What is most striking is th: 
number of hits these bastards h 
tucked up under their helmets 
deftly cop beats from their entir- 
canon and by the time “Da Fun| 
signature riff rolls out of your earby 
you almost want to punch someone 
in the face! (With glee of course | Thi 
is a nice, tight reminder of some shi 
you probably should have been ai 








HIGH JINKS 
HIGH JINKS 
XTRUEX 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
You've got to admire the way 
Jinks was able to squeeze eight slud 
punk songs onto only seven inche 
wax. I mean, that’s like a full-lengtt 
album in the space usually reser 
two songs. Anyways, if sludg) 
punk (albeit with some pretty 
lead guitar riffage at times) is y 
of lager, then High Jinks 
seven inch will fill your need. WV 
songs about love, homework 
and one particularly awesom 
called “Violins,” which calls 
who think scene unity involve 
up non-members—High ji! 
punk’s punks. And the free Billy 
ham poster will fool your mom 





DAMIAN JR GONG MARLEY 

MR MARLEY 

UNIVERSAL 

CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vaewee'y 
I'm not entirely sure why Damm 
ley has decided to re-retease 
disc—again. | may be wre 
don’t think that there’s any" 
here. Call me cynical, but #' °° 
tle more than a cash-grab Jus! 
for Christmas shopping: !' )°" 
made acquaintance with the 
back in the ‘90s, then here iti 
lection of songs where Dams 
his producer brother Stephen ! 
and re-imagine some of Bo? 
including using samples °' 
dad, Sometimes it works~'*" 
opener "Trouble’—and som : / 
blech! “One More Cup o! ©°""” 
this cheesy—is it a pan flu' 
Price xylophone?—voice é 
the whole, given the us 
material, the album is {2° ' 
tive for my tastes. 


dé 





n, OF = ieep- 
dude isn’t entirel: 

's going. I'm not going 
there isn’t anything 
as 2001's “It Wasn't 
s “Oh Carolina” (you try 
| Carolyn when that was 
g on everyone's lips), 
use frankly, those songs never 
ly interested me. While there are 
 head-bobbingly strong tracks 
"Bonafide Girl,” “Mad Mad 
—much of the album lacks 
jous punch, and his dance- 
.B hybrids are both too self- 
ious and too obvious. I once 

j that you can’t listen to an entire 
sey album in one sitting, and 
ertainly holds true here. 


wt SONGS 11 


S (A O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 

he makers of Women & Songs: 
cease and desist associating 
‘collections of “songs” with fem- 
ly, as they in no way reflect the 
itions, abilities or interests of 
it women. For instance, we do 
seek tepid affirmations in musi- 
™; a kitten poster with “Hang 
, baby!” on it will do. Please 
Mandy Moore (Extraordinary”) 
Suzie McNeil (“Believe”) this 
tant information. We object to 
ado's false characterization 
p female voice, since she clearly 
ihe production equivalent of 
plastic surgery on it through- 
er track, which promotes an 
jal standard for female voices. 
@ is also the grave matter of 
beginning with soft piano and 
Ooh" (Kelly Clarkson), which is 
prohibited by the Geneva 
Convention, as are the lyrics 
g the next chapter in your life 
(Ali Slaighy 




































TA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vunweskly.com 
| picked up the soundtrack for 
Altman's A Prairie Home Com- 
M, consider Radio Songs a 
Of sorts. Veteran bluegrass 
} Robin and Linda Williams are 
ding players on the real “A 
© Companion,” which 
final piece riffed on, and 
erial on Radio Songs was 
d from the live show. These 
ble artists (and guests) play- 
Americana with a feeling 
re between reverence and 
tality, and the tone of the 
gives it an analogue inti- 
tis nostalgically comfort- 
‘4 mug of hot cocoa in front 
loved holiday special— 
at could just be induced 
son Keillor’s occasional 














The time is right for 
Canada to invade Japan 


ENTER SANDOR 


STEVEN SANDOR 
steven@vueweekly.com 


When it comes to the music press, we 
tend to judge a Canadian artist's 
“international success” by pretty well 
only one indicator: how well does that 
artist do in the United States? 

We are obsessed by how Canadian 
artists are perceived in the United 
States. We have been for decades. 
But there are trailblazers out there 
who want us to change the way we 
think about Canadian music exports. 

Last month, | reported that a delega- 
tion of Canadian musicians, including 
Juno winner Hawksley Workman, folk- 
rocker Jason Collett, Latin jazz pianist 
Hilario Duran and soul-singer Justin 
Nozuka, led by the Canadian Independent 
Record Production Association, had gone 
to Japan on a trade mission. They are 
back from that mission and, according to 
CIRPA head Duncan McKie, the trade 
shows only proved that Canadian artists 
need to put more attention to exporting 
to the massive Japanese market. 

“Japan is the second largest mar- 
ket after the United States, and the 
US is a crowded marketplace,” says 
McKie. “So, why not look at Japan? 
There's an eagerness there to 
embrace worldwide pop culture.” 

According to McKie, the Japanese 
music market is worth an incredible 
USS5 billion a year. The mobile market 
is massive, whereas in Canada it's still 
in the fledgling stage. And, even 
though we all think “high-tech” as 
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CHILDREN OF CELEBRITIES 
WE'RE NOT BITTER 
INDEPENDENT 


| tried and | tried 
But couldn't get drunk enough 
To enjoy this heap 


ATREYU 
LEAD SAILS PAPER ANCHOR 
HOLWWODD 

Modern-sounding stuff, 

With enough chugga-chugs to 
Please old metalheads 


STITCHED IN SILENCE 
PREPARE FOR GLORY 
THROTTLE 

“Singer” has a range 

Of one eighth of an octave 
And it’s the wrong eighth... 


DEATH RAP 

PSYCHO + LOGICAL 

Death metal rappin, 

With a healthy dose of the 
Old Ultraviolence 


SOON as we think of Japan, the 
nation’s love for gadgets hasn't trans- 
lated into a copyright free-for-all. 

“But the real Curiosity is that, in 
Japan, virtual piracy is almost non- 
existent,” says McKie. "| don't know if 
its a cultural thing, but there is a real 
respect for property.” 


MCKIE SAYS THE canadian delegation 
was able to make contact with over 200 
Japanese recording-industry and com- 
mercial-interest executives. And, even 
though the four artists showcased 
aren't even household names in Cana- 
da, there was a real buzz simply for the 
fact that these artists held Canuck 
Passports. At the moment, Avril Lavigne 
is the number-one-selling artist in 
Japan—and the Japanese, who love 
pop culture like no one else, equate 
Canada with all things hip because of 
her. Maybe the fact that our Vancouver 
2010 mascots look just like Hello Kitty 
characters will boost our pop-culture 
cred with the Japanese even more. 

The point of this article isn't to prop 
Japan as a place for Canadian artists 
to sell themselves. What | am trying to 
get across is that Canada has always 
been an export nation. Thanks to a 
sinking US economy and a strong dol- 
lar, our industries and natural-resource 
exporters know we can’t depend on the 
US to be our sole strong customer. It's 
time for the music industry as a whole 
to embrace global export, rather than 
simply looking to the south. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


ARI SHINE 

A FORCE OF ONE 

BONGO BEAT 

One more one-man-band, 

But no bass drum on his back. 
Where's the fun in that? 


PAUL OAKENFOLD 
‘erie HITS & REMIXES 


After Greatest Hits 
It's time to Oakenfold up 
Your tent and retire 


RAINE MAIDA 

THE HUNTERS LULLABY 
KING NOISE 

One half of the pair 

Voted most likely to be 
Punched by me while drunk 


BONDE DO ROLE 
MARINA GASOLINA 
DOMIND 


Awesome Baile funk plus 
Bass heavy remix equals 
Critical boners 


BOW WOW & OMARION 
FACE OFF 
COLUMBIA 


Al gore would be proud 
Cuz this is made completely 
Of recycled beats 







A GUARANTEED CHRISTMAS 


ALAC 


MARK FEDUK (of the Uncas/ Red Ram) 
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NEW YEAR'S EVE 2e4e BLACK DOG .* 


POPPA POOR Hee eee ee eee seeeeseeeeeseseses 


T THE BLACK DOG & BLACKBYRD - 


Cente eeeeneeeeenseees 
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valley of fire 
atlas one 10 


ly affixed, I was stil] totally blow, | 
away. Gobsmacked if you're p,),;.,, | 
(Mind Blown Mazn?1} 11 If) 
internetish). Even if you don’t cotto 
to Daft Punk's ubiquitous filter ho, 
you can’t help but be floored py of 
unparalleled live set-up. it’s by far | 
most fun I’ve ever had watchin, 
guys doing absolutely nothing 
prisingly, the euphoria translat< 
ty well to disc. You can’t se, 
pyramid laser matrix or sme) h 
drunk, tight-panted nubiles trying t 
dance, but the energy is stil| Palp, 


SPREEPARK 

WE'RE REINVENTING MUSIC/ 
THE GAYSION INVASION 

INDEPENDENT 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
Though the band technically splits its 
membership between the two major 
cities of our province, Spreepark feels 
far more like a Calgary band than an 
eas Edmonton one. Forgive a bit of a gen- 
decvesner vin vinyl care 2 kit | beirut: flying club cup oe u one mies ae ton eralization, but Edmonton’s more inter- 
pe high the Beni ae pe SOX! Bea Sigur ros; wat 2DVD sa ate bands tend to have at least some 
magnolia electric co: sojoumer 4CD+DVD BOX | sigur ros: in a frozen sea 7LP BOX Kind of punk flavour to them, whereas 
output records: i hate music 2CD+DVD BOX | new york noise BOOK | record bags Calgary seems to indulge its grander, 


Ou'r 


new york noise 800K 





Joy division: unknown pleasures/closer/still 2CD/LP | t-shirts | magazines | & more 


There is more to Life, Love & Lies 
than just Money Honey 


| ‘MONE e hit song of 2007 is just one of the 16 great tracks 
yo sul find on the STATE OF SHOCK breakout album ‘Life, Love & Lies’. 


On sale now for just $999 at all HM stores. 


music « DVD « videogames 





poppier side—Chad van Gaalen is at 
the head of a scene (including Jane 
Vain and the Dark Matter, Vailhalen 
and Woodpigeon, among others) that’s 
certainly capable of producing some of 
the most interesting, eclectic pop in 
Canada, if it isn’t already. 

And it’s to that tradition that 
Spreepark certainly belongs. Named 
after an abandoned amusement park 
in Berlin and built around a core of 
some of the savviest pure pop musi- 
cians either city has to offer—Marshall 
Watson (My Robot Unicorn) and Eric 
Cheng (Portraits) from Edmonton and 
Mark Hamilton and Annalea Sordi 
(both in Woodpigeon) from Calgary 
are the permanent members, with 
stand-ins from a number of other 
bands local to both cities—they create 
stirring, soaring acoustic pop, equally 
at home indulging in grand, symphon- 
ic pomp (“Overture to the Matter- 
horn/The Matterhorn Reminisces,”) or 
simple, straightforward plinking, 
plucking and harmonizing (“Roller- 
coaster Love Song"). 

Their talent for writing beautiful 
Pop songs is such that the only thing 
you can really argue with is their 
ambition, and there’s alternately too 
much and too little of it here, depend- 
ing on where you're looking. The first 
half of this double album (available 
for download off the group's website, 
spreeparktheband.com), We’re Rein 
venting Music, is fine, but it does more 
to prove that they shouldn't bother 
reinventing something they’re so 
good at 

Opening beautifully with 
“Spreepark Jetzt!,” a helplessly catchy 
song filled with frolicking guitars and 
glockenspiel percussion, Reinventing 
Music proceeds to spend a lot of its 
time drifting off into instrumental 
asides, a move that feels vaguely dis- 
appointing. The songs certainly aren't 
bad by any stretch—if anything, it’s 
impressive that a band that spends 
much of the next album, The Gaysion 
Invasion, trading off a kind of sham- 
bolically delicate charm can also put 
together something this musically 
involved—they just pale in compari- 
son to what the band is capable of 
when it adds some narrative, or at 
least some lyrical structure. 

Whatever Music's faults, though, 
Gaysion Invasion is an almost flawless 
record, bringing together a knack for 


cogent metaphor (the aforementioned 
Matterhorn song drags an awful lot 
out of the image of an abandoned 
rollercoaster) with pop that drifts 
between anthemic (“Return of la 
force”) and spookily withdrawn 
(“Ghosts Live in My Cupboard and 
Scare the Children”). The stand-out is 
probably “Roller Coaster Love Song,” 
though: a banjo, glockenspiel and 
horns mingle almost aimlessly behind 
lyrics that manage to convey both a 
sweet innocence and a mournful 
aching for that kind of simplicity. 

In an ideal world, the band proba- 
bly would have cherry-picked the 
standouts from We’re Reinventing 
Music and weaved them in with The 
Gaysion Invasion: had the group done 
that, and perhaps more fully 
embraced the amusement park narra- 
tive, it might have had a purely pop 
rejoinder to something like Rock 
Plaza Central's brilliant Are We Not 
Horses?, both in terms of lyrical poten- 
cy and musical breadth. As is, though, 
it has one good album and one fan- 
tastic one, which isn’t too bad. 


CHAMPION ET SES G-STRINGS 
LIVE DVD & CD 
SABATEUR 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 

If you've ever seen Champion perform 
with his G-Strings, you know exactly 
what I’m talking about when I say 
that this combo of CD and DVD is 
stellar. The audio will get you primed 
and the visual will remind you of 
sweaty, dance-filled nights. You just 
won't be able to help yourself from 
returning to the volume to turn it up 
louder and louder. With DJ Champion, 
aka Maxime Morin, conducting the 
proceedings of four guitarists, a 
bassist and a singer, the set takes you 
to a show and leaves you there to 
wobble your glowing self home. 


DAFT PUNK 
ALIVE 
VIRGIN 


WHITEY HOUSTON / whitey@vueweekly.com 

1 caught Daft Punk on the Toronto 
stop of the Alive tour, and even 
though I was well prepared for the 
spectacle and had my aloof face firm- 





DEC'13 + DEC 19; 2007 


MUSIC 


What is most striking is th. 
number of hits these bastards }=, 
tucked up under their helmets. +), 
deftly cop beats from their enj; 
canon and by the time “Da Fun| 
signature riff rolls out of your earl, 
you almost want to punch someone. im 
in the face! (With glee of course.) 7) 
is a nice, tight reminder of som, hi 
you probably should have been ai 













HIGH JINKS 
HIGH JINKS 
XTRUEX 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
You've got to admire the wa 
Jinks was able to squeeze eight 
punk:songs onto only seven inch 
wax. I mean, that's like a full-lengit 
album in the space usually reserved {oy 
two songs. Anyways, if sludgy d 
punk (albeit with some pretty swee 
lead guitar riffage at times) is yo. 
of lager, then High Jinks’ sci! 
seven inch will fill your need. Wii 
songs about love, homework o 
and one particularly awesom 
called “Violins,” which calls 0 
who think scene unity involve 
up non-members—High } 
punk’s punks. And the free Bi 
ham poster will fool your mom 
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DAMIAN JR GONG MARLEY 
MR MARLEY 
UNIVERSAL 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vaewoek'y : 
I'm not entirely sure why Dari 
ley has decided to re-releas« 
disc—again. | may be wrc 
don’t think that there’s anyilin 
here. Call me cynical, but it s«« 
tle more than a cash-grab jus! 
for Christmas shopping. !! you 
made acquaintance with ‘h 
back in the ‘90s, then here '' | 
lection of songs where Dame 
his producer brother Stephen ' 
and re-imagine some of bo? 
including using samples ©! 
dad. Sometimes it works—\s! 
opener “Trouble’—and som 
blech! “One More Cup o! Col!" 
this cheesy—is it a pan flut« 
Price xylophone?—voice ‘ 
the whole, given the us¢ 
material, the album is far ' 
tive for my tastes. 





eB NIGHT © A mature social group, 
M _—_s=Plles and singles welcome * E-mail - 
‘edmontonmusicnight@hotmail.com for more info 








































EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
waww.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business mixer 
‘Network and share contacts in the GLBT business community 
® 2nd Wed each month 
GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www:teamedmonton.ca 
* Women’s Drop-In Recreational Badminton; Oliver Schoo! 
Gym, 1027-118 St (465-3620); Wed (6-7-30pm) * Ballroom 
‘dancing; all genders; ballroom@teamedmonton.ca 
Bootcamp; St Alphonsus, 11624-81 St; Mon (7-8pm); boot- 
,ca ® Bowling: Gateway Lanes, 100 


Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; running@teamedmonton.ce © 
‘Swimming: NAIT pool, 11762-106 St Tua (8-9pm), Thu (7:30- 
8:30pm), swimming@teamedmonton.ca * Volleyball: 101 
Amiskiwacy Academy, Municipal Airport Terminal just off 
Kingsway; Wed recreational (8-10pm); recvolleyball@teamed- 
monton.ca; Thu Intermediate; volleyball@teamedmonton.ca © 
YOGA (Hatha): Free Lion's Breath Yoga; every Sun (23:30pm); 
ca 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11455 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact?@hivedmonton.com * 
Programs and support services for people affected and infect- 
‘ed by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, referrals, 
‘Support groups, harm reduction, education, advocacy and pub- 
lic awareness campaigns 

ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost. 1045-104 St (387-3343) 
* Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and supporters meet 
‘the 2nd Thu of each month (8pm); 
hittp://groups.yahoo.com/aroup/edmonton_illusions/ 


IMSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-dentified and queer (LGBTQ) 
faculty, graduate student, academic, straight allies and sup- 
port staff * 3rd Thu each month (fall/winter terms): Speakers 
Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta,ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10409-124 St, wwwedmlivingposi- 
tive.ca {1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confidential 
peer support to people living with HIV © Tue (7-3pm): Support 
group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 

MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 
8406 Manie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) © 
Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduc- 
‘on in French, English and other African languages © 3rd and 
‘4th Sat (am-Spm) each month © Free (member\/$10 (mem- 
bership) Pre-register 


‘competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged 
‘% participate, Socializing after practices © Every Tue. Thu 
PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave * Support meeting for 
parents, families and friends of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
‘transgendered people * 1st Tue (7pm) each month © 
Information phone Ruby at 436-1998 aftar Spm, or edmon- 
‘tonab@pflageanada.ca 







PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (498-3224) 
* Open: Mon-Thu Ipm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm © Youth theatre 


‘m) atthe Pride Centre, con- 

i n.org, 488-3234) for 
info * Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: last Sun each month 
‘Trans Education/Support Group: Support 


q ZnsSin (4p 


cs Anonymous Big 
‘Suitupshowup@hotmailicom * NDP LGBT Caucus; last Sun 
‘THE ROOST 1045-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu, Sun Spm- 
‘Sam; Fri Sat Bpm-Gam; closed Mon, Tue, Wed * Thu: 
Thursdays are Gorgeous with Hostess Hootie McBoob, featur- 
ing Drag Kings and Queens, and amateur strip the 
fast Thu each month * Fri: All Request Dance Party with DJ 
Seah lad ae Sat: Always like New 












Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) downstairs and DJ Jazzy (new 
stairs © Sar foetek See Fes fot 
itt: faeomr» Woscands (poner) 5 or 
member\/Sun $2 cover 
‘ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave (496-1555) 


People of all sexval orientations are welcome. Sunday wor- 


‘SINGLE LESBIANS 49 PLUS = A woman's social group 
Gathers once a month on Sat for conversation over tea and 
‘coffee * Information e-mail: 


‘singlawomen40plus@hotmail.com 


SSTEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) « 
toeeen BB YS dace +5554) * Steam 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave 488-6557) « Open Dai 
aati kamis Ghia Perke Ge 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


BRIGHT OF GIVING FUNDRAISER 112 
Ave, 65 St, waw.ihuman.org * Silent auction to raise aware- 
ness and funds foriHuman Edmonton * Until Dec. 15 


CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT 2007 Roxy Theatre, 10708- 
124St* Brass Monkey Productions presents a musical ver- 
Pena ean reel Ds 1822 (imi Doe 18 
), no shows 17-18 © $27 (early bird\/$30 (Dec. 
adv\/$35 (door) ; 


DANCE MOVES City Hall, Main Foyer (434-4386) * Open 
house, free class of Dance Moves © Dec. 17 1-9:30pm} « 
Admission is food item for the Food Bank 


ETS CHRISTMAS LIGHT TOURS Departs Southside City 
Hall, 102A Ave © Tour Bright Lights, Candy Cane Lane, and 
the Legislative grounds * Der. 13-20 {3 departures: 6pm, 
6:15pm and 6:30pm) * $3 

‘SALSA IN THE SNOW 2 Dance with Me Studio, 6111-101 
Ave (953-2468) * A Salsa event for the whole family featur- 
ing special workshops and social with Java Panzo and 
Gustavo Patzan from Toronto * All proceeds to Fundraiser for 
Spice Production’s Dance Team, Edmonton Food Bank Drive 
(bring non-perishable foods), Santa's Anonymous Gifts Drive 
ie unwrapped gifts) * Sat, Dec. 15 * $15 (each\/$30 {for 
al 


SANTA'S KIDZ Myer Horowitz Theatre (451-8000) © A one- 
night-only benefit concert in support of the Make A Wish 
Foundation and the Bissell Centre. Performers, include Wish 
Kids, hip hop crews, recording artists, and dance * Dec. 15 © 
$2 (adult)/$15 {youth 12 and under) at TicketMaster 


‘SANTA STOMP SWING DANCE Orange Hall, 10335-24 
‘Ave (604-7572) * Swing dancing, snacks, activities, and more 
* Dec. 15 (8pm-1am; free swing lesson: 8-9pm; dance: 9pm- 
Jam) * $10, proceeds go to Santa's Anonymous 


‘SNOWBALL ENVY New City Suburbs, 10081 Jasper Ave 
A masquerade dance party where the theme is White as 
Christmas featuring some of Edmonton's drag queen and king 
performers and members of Edmonton's fetish community « 
fri, Dec. 14 (8pm door) * $15 (adv, 150 only\/$20 (door): 
advance tickets available at TIX on the Square, New City 
‘Suburbs, Megatunes 


WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATIONS Westwood Unitarian 
Congregation, 11135-65 Ave (434-5819) * Three earth-based 
Spiritual services will be held: Family Servies (childcare avail- 
able), 7pm; Reflective Adult Service, 9pm; Earth-based Ritual 
Service; 11pm; a short reception with hot apple cider and 
homebaked goodies will fallow each service * Fri, Dec. 21 


KARAOKE 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain Rd 

(484-7751) * Wed (8pm-12am); Thu, Fr, Sat (9:30pm-1:30am): 
with Right Said Ed 

BLIND PIG 32 St Anne Street, St Albert * Wed/Fri: Karaoke 
with Shelly 

CASTLEDOWN'S PUB 16753-100 St © Tue (9pm-lam): with 
Off-Key Entertainment 


(CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd (472-7696) 
* Thu (10:30pm) * Wed: Name that Tune 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Tue (9:30pm: Gord's 
Best Live Singing Show 


HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St(452-1168) * Fr: Karaoke 
with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 

HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) © Fri (Bpm-mid- 
night): Hot Karaoke Productions 


LONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd 
(431-5815) * Sun (8pm). With Evolution Entertainment 


KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St(461-0587) * Sat 
{10pm-2am}: Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

IMAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) « Fri (5pm-late): 
Karaoke with Chris 

M0.30'S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7888) 
* Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions 
(NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Thu: Karaoke 


WIKITA'S 10162-100A St (414-0606) © Karaoke Tue and Thu 
(7pm-12am) with Shelley 


O'COMMOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-82 Ave (469-8165) * Thu 
(9pm): Name that Tune 

ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * Karaoke 
Mon (9.30pm): with Wil Clark and Mr. Entertainment * Thu 
(9pm): Salsa Rocks 

ORLANDO'S 1 15153-121 St (457-1649) * Wed/Thu/Sun 
(9:30pm-Zam}: with TLC Entertainment 

OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St (988- 
5457) © Sat (9pm): Karagke hosted by Jenny Joy 
PEPPERS Westmount Contre, 114 St. 113 Ave (451-8022) « 
Thu (9:20pm-1:30am) with Gord from Stonerock 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) © Longest running 
Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 
ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL « Downtown, 10604-101 St 
(423-3499) ® Mon-Sat (Spm; Sun (7pm: with Ruth 
Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) * Old 
Stratheona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); Thu-Sat (9:30pm- 
1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; Thu-Sat (Spr lam): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AMD ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
13710-104 St (472-6336) * Tue, Fri-Sat (7ommidnight, Sat- 
‘Sun (1-5) 

YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camagie Dr, St. Albert (459-0295) « 
Thu (9:30pm-Zam): with Otf-Key Entertainment 








Meet Brendan, your 
next-door gaybor 


=| QUEERMONTON 


ted@vueweekly.com 


On a Wednesday aftemoon with the low 
winter sun washing a warm hue over the 
front room of the Pride Centre of Edmon- 
ton (PCE), Brendan Van Alstine has tucked 
himself into the corner of a couch. He is 
telaxed yet upright. He shifts every once 
and a while to grab his NAIT travel mug, 
which will hold his four cups of coffee 
that day. His grin relays slight puzzlement 
and his face seems prepared to spring 
sceptic at any moment. 

Brendan is not overly comfortable or 
excited talking about himself. He prefers 
group dynamics and consensus building; 
he is a social worker by trade. It is with 
slight bewilderment and humour that he 
jokingly talks about how he has been 
“forced into a community leadership 
role.” Considering his work at the Pride 
Centre, to say nothing of his extracurric- 
ular activities, which include volunteer- 
ing with Youth Understanding Youth and 
Camp fYerfly, helping to relaunch Gueril- 
la Gay Bars in Edmonton and helping to 
found the Transit Riders Union of 
Edmonton (TRUE), it’s not hard to see 
how he has found himself in the posi- 
tion. Entrenched at the centre of impor- 
tant issues like mentorship, mobility, 
diversity and inclusiveness, it’s no won- 
der Brendan would rather get back to 
work than sit and talk. 

As the Youth Programs Coordinator at 
the PCE, Brendan finds himself responsi- 
ble for fun stuff like hanging out, watch- 
ing movies and creating leadership 
activities with queer youth from all over 
Edmonton that drop in, as well as the 
more mundane tasks of filling out 
reports, paperwork and networking. 

He has worked at “the centre” for 
two years, the last year as a full-time 
member of the staff. In that time he has 
helped move the centre from its previous 
location to its current home on 111 Ave 
and 95 Street, where they have a great 
landlord. He has seen life at the centre 
“crystallize.” 

“There used to be this perception that 
the centre was just for LGBTT people 
who were in need of help,” but now, he 
says, people of all ages as well as gen- 
der and orientation identities, “come to 
the centre because they want to be a 
part of the community. They come to 
drink coffee, chat, watch a movie.” 


BRENDAN FIRST GAINED experience 
working with youth as a volunteer with 
Rave Safe, a group that aims to promote 
a healthy dance and techno culture by 
educating youth about drugs, sex and 
addictions through a harm-reduction 
based approach. 

It was through Rave Safe that he real- 
ized he wanted to become a social work- 
er, thinking that he wanted to come out 
of school as an addictions counsellor. 
After a work placement with an addic- 
tions counsellor he realized that it was- 
n't what he wanted and that he would 
much rather work with youth. “It's good 
to know that | am a positive person [in 


their lives] when they have no other 
adults around ... it's good to be the rale 
model you never had.” 

He wishes more young people would 
get involved in politics like he has, can- 








vassing for both Malcolm Azania and> 
Linda Duncan during federal elections, 
but understands that “it's easy to take 
things for granted if you haven't had to 
fight for anything.” 

Through his work and as an “all- 
around queer guy,” Brendan recognizes 
that although things are getting better, 
“There is still homophobia, and as invisi- 
ble minorities, we are so easy to 
ignore.” Involved with the same-sex 
marriage debate, Brendan thinks that 
the next fight on the horizon is around 
maintaining rights. “If you're not exercis- 
ing your rights then they disappear.” 

Around 3 pm, when people start fil- 
tering in to the Pride Centre to snuggle < 
up with a book from the LGBT library or 
make their way downstairs to the youth 
space, Brendan begins to get distracted 
from our conversation. Without having 
to say a word he excuses himself and 
begins to do the small things around the 
centre he needs to do to make a differ- 
ence. It’s while turning on computers, 
giving advice to an intern social work 
student or planning for the next week 
that, for the first time all day, Brendan 
seems genuinely comfortable. 


It would be remiss of Queermonton not to 
mention the passing of the trail-blazing& 
writer and activist Jane Rule. Queermon- 
ton resident, artist, curator and writer 
Anthony Easton writes in her obituary: 
"Jane Rule lived with her partner 
Helen for 50 years, mostly on Galiano 
Island. During that time, she lectured on 
composition, lent Atwood a set of dish- 
es, fought censorship, taught local kids 
how to swim, placed herself in the cen- 
tre of radical gay male sexual culture, 
smoked, drank, cursed and wrote. Her 
writing was wise, learned, wry, very very 
funny and on fire for a justice that shot 
through with a WASP's sense of ambi- « 
guity. Writing will be her legacy, includ- 
ing the novel Desert of the Hearts, and 
essay collections like Lesbian Images 
and Hot-Eyed Mederate. But in so many 
other tangible ways, she was den moth- 
er to us (queers, Canadians, writers, 
westerners) all.” w x 
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the realm of trucker music, who do 
you think is the preeminent personali- 
ty—is it Red Sovine or is it CW 
McCall? 

SR: No, no, no, wait. Kris Kristoffer- 
son— 

SL: No, I'm talking about straight 
trucker music. 

SR: Oh, okay. Can I say Red Sovine? 

SL You can say Red Sovine. 

tC: Mr McCall cannot carry Red 
Sovine's luggage. 

SR: Out to his truck. 


SL: Okay, Sean, I have a question for 
you. The early Cordoba years—or the 
early Cordoba year, I guess—was 
spent opening for the Corb Lund 
Band, and of course Corb’s gone on to 
do great things, and here’s Cordoba. 
CC: Here we are. 

SL: So is there any bitterness there? Do 
you resent what Corb’s gone on to 
accomplish versus what you're doing? 
SR: Hell no! 

CC: I harbour a great deal of resent- 
ment for him stealing all of our engi- 
neers when we're trying to record. 

SR: Yeah, that’s true, because we were 
originally going to record with Jason 
Pratt and then he fucked off on the 
road. 

CC: With the same said Mr Lund. 

SR: With Mr Lund. And then we were 
going to record with Scott and he left. 
This could bode well for whoever 
records us next. He knows he has 


int ASTROLOGY 


ADB BREZSHY 
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PJ | freewill@vueweekly.com 


ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 

“Everything absolute belongs to patholo- 
gy. Joyous distrust is a sign of health.” So 
proclaimed Friedrich Nietzsche. Note well 
that he used the adjective “joyous” to 
describe distrust, not “cynical” or “grum- 
bling” or “sour.” The key to remaining 
vital and strong while questioning every 
so-called absolute is to cultivate a cheer- 
ful, buoyant mood as you do it. That's one 
of your top assignments in the coming 
weeks, Aries: practice joyous distrust. 


TAURUS (APA 20 - MAY 20) 

Here are the best and most enjoyable 
ways to capitalize on your current astro- 
logical omens: (1) transform one of your 
so-called liabilities into at least a tempo- 
rary asset; (2) lose any attachment you 
have to pleasures and rewards that won't 
mean much to you a year from now; (3) 
allow and even invite people to show you 
how you can get smarter; (4) compassion- 
ately identify the limits of the people you 
care about; (5) squeeze every last lesson 
out of what you're leaving behind. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

In Big Russ and Me, a memoir about 
growing up, journalist Tim Russert writes 
a lot about what he learned from his 
father. Here’s one story: whenever a fami- 
ly member accidentally broke some glass, 
his dad took extraordinary precautions 
wrapping up the shards in a sealed box 
before depositing them in the trash can. 
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work. 

SL Corb’s coming to hire him. 

CC: It's like an ad: you want to get 
famous? Start recording with us. 


Sk If you could compare Cordoba to a 
Sam Peckinpah movie, which one 
would it be? 

SR: You first. 

SL: What do you mean? I asked the 
question. 

SR: What has he done? 

SL: Well, we could start at the very 
beginning. It might be Ride the High 
Country or Major Dundee or The Wild 
Bunch. The Ballad of Cable Hogue. To 
me, Cordoba is kind of Junior Bonner. 
Do you know Junior Bonner with 


Why? Because he wanted to be sure the 
garbagemen wouldn't cut their hands. | 
urge you to be that conscientious in the 
coming week, Gemini. Imagine in detail 
the impact your actions might have on all 
the people, both known and unknown, 
whose lives you touch. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Are your cohorts looking at you quizzical- 
ly, wondering why you seem so energized 
from exploring the shadowy, off-limits 
places? I'll offer some suggestions about 
what you could say to them. First, try to 
make them see that until you've risked 
going too far, you may not know when to 
stop. Second, tell them that you suspect 
there are healthy desires buried at the 
roots of your dark feelings, and you're 
hoping to free them. Third, explain to 
them that you're not picking at your scabs 
in order to prolong your hurt, but rather to 
better understand the hurt. If those ratio- 
nales are too subtle for your companions 
to understand, cackle softly and say that 
you just need to be a little bad in order to 
give your goodness more soul. 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 

A lightning bolt is hot, fast, and potent. It 
can travel at 160 000 kph, reach tempera- 
ture of 33 000 degrees Celsius, and gen- 
erate enough energy to illuminate a light 
bulb for two months. And yet it’s usually 
no more than an inch in diameter. This is 
an apt metaphor for the kind of highly 
concentrated power you will have avail- 
able in the coming days, Leo: deceptively 
petite in proportion to its enormous wal- 
lop. Please use it wisely. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 


Steve McQueen? 

SR: I know Steve McQueen. 

Sk And also, he made a film version of 
the popular AM radio classic “Con- 
voy,” for which [McCall’s] “Convoy” 
was the theme song. It was his most 
financially successful movie ever. 

SR: He made that movie? 

SL: He made Convoy, with Kris Kristof- 
ferson. 

CC: This is the root of our poor com- 
munication that I spoke of earlier. I 
rarely know what you're talking 
about. 

SR: We try to let him talk as little as 
possible. He's film-nerd, and we’re not 

CC: We're just regular-nerd. 

SR: Well, seeing as that’s the only one 


that I've heard of, I’m going to have to 
say Convoy. 


SL: Okay, I’ve got one more question: 
what the fuck are you guys trying to 
prove anyway? Cliff? 

CC: Dude, I’m just living in my dad’s 
shadow. I'm not mad at you guys. I'm 
mad at my dad. 

SL You, Rivalin—trying to prove what? 
SR: Fuck. Nothing. 

CC: Look at him—what does he have 
left to prove? 

SR: Exactly. What the hell do I have to 
prove? 

SL: Well, you do have the taller stool, 
so I guess you've arrived. 

CC: And what about you—why did you 





This week, in order to incite a purifying 
ruckus, we're offering you a challenge 
from psychologist James Hillman. 
Please suck the following thoughts into 
the deepest recesses of your under- 
standing, and enjoy the brainstorms 
they detonate: “By accepting the idea 
that you are the effect of a subtle buf- 
feting between hereditary and societal 
forces, you reduce yourself to a result. 
The more your life is accounted for by 
what already occurred in your chromo- 
somes, by what your parents did or did- 
n't do, and by your early years now long 
past, the more your biography is the 
story of a victim.” What I'm trying to tell 
you, Virgo, is that it’s a fine time to 
rebel against your genetic heritage, your 
upbringing, and your conditioning. Imag- 
ine a life for yourself in which you don’t 
believe that those factors control what 
you're capable of. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - O£T 22) 

It's the season of returns and recoveries, 
Libra. You will generate good fortune if 
you look for what you lost. Here are some 
suggestions on how to proceed: recall 
important memories you've almost forgot- 
ten, retrieve any valuable things you rash- 
ly threw away, and bushwhack your way 
back to a promising path you strayed 
from. For best results, you should forgive 
yourself of any mistakes you think you 
made that led to the loss. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

For reasons too silly to go into here (involv- 
ing romance, of course}, | once spent six 
months making thrice-weekly three-and-a- 
half-hour roundtrips from Chapel Hill, NC 
to Columbia, SC. The back roads | drove on 
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were sparsely travelled and my ancient 
pick-up truck didn’t have a radio, so | 
passed the time by reading. | became quite 
skilled at continually darting my eyes back 
and forth between the road and the open 
book resting on my steering wheel. In this 
way | got through James Joyce's Ulysses, 
Leo Tolstoy's Anna Karenina, and Thomas 
Mann’‘s Magic Mountain. | don't advise 
you to try something so dangerous, Scor- 
pio, but | do believe it’s a perfect astrologi- 
cal moment for you to master the art of 
slipping back and forth between two stark- 
ly different realities. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

A group of us decided to throw a party. 
The Sagittarian among us, Rosa, insisted 
on being in charge of supplying the 
desserts. She feared that if anyone else 
handled this task, there wouldn't be 
enough, and they wouldn't be sweet 
enough or rich enough or decadent 
enough. To make sure the delectable 
treats were available in rapturous abun- 
dance, she felt she could only trust her- 
self. In this spirit, | appoint you to be the 
sweet, rich, decadent dessert-provider for 
the entire world in the coming weeks. I'm 
using “desserts” in both the literal and 
metaphorical senses. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Among modern Baghdad's most prominent 
architectural features are its blast walls. 
These omnipresent concrete barriers 
shield buildings from truck bombs and ran- 
dom gunfire. They were nothing but 
oppressive eyesores up until a few months 
ago, when a team of 40 artists began cov- 
ering them with brightly colored murals 
that depict idyllic landscapes and glorious 


hitch your wagon to this run, 
train? 

Sz I don’t know. I thought | haq, 
played the chew-tobacco beat enouy 
in my life. 





And so, with the night drawing 
the beer finished off and the in 
workings of Cordoba expose 
wrap up the interview and the bay 
packs up its equipment and heads» 
into the darkness. Only time will {el 
the group can get a full album (i 
ished, but if you're an aspiring px 







ducer, you might want to taik to {i 
trio about recording two and a hy 
songs. Then you can pack your ba 
and wait to hear from Corb Lund w 


scenes from Iraqi history. Your next ass 
ment, Capricorn, is to try an equ 
conversion. Add beauty to something w 
bring a light touch and a creative spirit) 
troublesome situation; dress up yo 
defence mechanisms in silk and go! 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 
Let's meditate on events that have 
impact at a great distance from ‘hei 
gins. For instance, African dus 
Florida, raising pollution evels, |v‘ 
particulate matter from Chine ‘ 
to sully California's skies. In the col 
week, Aquarius, | predict your !\'*\ 
provide another example of this !ne 
although in your case the !org-'3! 
influence is likely to be far mo 
than the other cases | cited—)! 
even downright benevolent 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 21) 
“Open your minds, sweethi 
the soothing rant of enlightenie! 
Dvorah Adler (dvorahji.com). '°' 
breath in and a deep breath ou" ° 
for you to hear the big secret 0" 
the radical truth of truths that on" °" 
est gurus and avatars and gral" 
are brave enough to reveal Ar st 
Here it is: ‘SHUT UP AND BE 1A 
pleased to convey Dvorah’s anc’ 
you, Pisces, because it's wha! y 
hear right now. So please dati 
whisper, or sing “SHUT uP! 
voices in your head that are S0°" 
saying “What am | doing Wi" 
“When will | finally be happy" 
can't everything be perfect '0"°"" 
fact is, you are exactly where """_ 
be, and everything is proceeding 
terious grace. w 




























































COLUMN 


od one for you! What ee 
ging pregnant having a baby do to 
3 r body? Is he that birth will 
slarae your vagina, or make it “loose? 

nes it worsen if you have more chil- 
an? |s it noticeable to men? What 
wt if you have a C-section? Are there 
; tum changes to a woman's 
dy that affect how much she enjoys 


FE TEPIATIONS 


AR TREP: 

te harsh truth is that pregnancy and 

idbirth usually do cause physical 
ges, although these are by no means 

vays dire or even particularly notable. 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Gotic Ginger 
Tall, Slim, beautiful busty brunette 


25 years old, 24 hours 442-0741 
















ie James Discrete and upscale 
ate ame ie ape as: 

jentlamen only; southside; 
nmi Ph: 780-887-4989 


VOLUNTEER 


eiCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help with 
ur daily programs that assist seniors to remain 
Hependant and active in their communities. For a 
hours each week, volunteers can help with 
and coffee breaks and socialize with clients. 
Please call 434-4747 Ext. 4 to volunteer 


Dlunteers Needed to work with new immigrants 
in @ variety af tasks and with some great fun 


ents and | Many exciting shifts avail- 
able! Call M0 3545, ext 249 


Canadian Mental Health Association/Board 
a ay er To lear more about CMHA 
visit: www.emha-edmonton.ab.ca 
's Go!” is a program which helps newcomers 
m about their * and _—— or 
15 needed for the summer months only. 
is af Fun! Contact Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


forCare, help with crafts, card 
's day 
434-4747, ext 


and soci i 
for seniors. 


line - The Su 
poche ae 


teers needed to assist new immigrants with 


pping, i 2-4 bis. 
in Cal beet anne 


ext. 249 


You ever thought of volunteering with your 
auwensee 









52911847-001/053816197-002 





The change you sound most concerned 
about is vaginal looseness and yes, it 
does happen. The vagina is not, as | am 
constantly repeating, a fixed size, like a 
train-tunnel. It is a “potential space,” like 
a sock. Even so, it’s supported in the 
pelvis by a whole complex of structures, 
hot only muscles but connective tissues 
of various types, which can get stretched 
out of shape, weakened or even torn, 
Tone at the front of the vagina, where we 
feel most of the sexual sensation, can be 
lost due to perineal stretching, tearing or 
the increasingly unfashionable but still 
sometimes necessary epsiotomy. Nerve 
damage is fairly common too, and we 
need those nerves for more than just sen- 
sation; they tell our muscles what to do. 
So while the sort of looseness that a mil- 
lion extremely crass jokes are built upon 
may be rare, it’s probably not as rare as 
the completely pristine and unchanged 
postpartum vajayjay. Change happens, 
and yes, carrying a smallish medicine ball 










a 
sterious, amazing face an ly, f 
be 443-0284 se! 


Misty . . mature, classy model can fill your 
fantasies. Do you like passion, spanking, or 
reek? 442-3039 





STASIA 
Asian & Black 
Outcalls 442-3033 
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firmly lodged above your cervix for half a 
year is enough to do some of the chang- 
ing. 

There's an excellent if not particularly 
cheering article called “Pregnancy, Child: 
birth, and Your Pelvic Floor: Understand- 
ing the Connections” here: 
augs.org/custom/kb/answer.cfm?id=61, 
adapted from a book called Ever Since | 
Had My Baby, which sounds informative 
if a bit dispiriting. Do we really want to 
know that we might lose a fair amount of 
the sensation we enjoyed in intercourse? 
Do we want to know how extremely com- 
mon at least a little bit of urinary stress 
incontinence, something we thought only 
happened to great-grandma, really is? 
Actually, yes, we do. Much of the poten- 
tial damage can be avoided, or at least 
mitigated, by good care and careful choic- 
&s, SO Of course we want to know about it 
ahead of time. 

| looked up “changes after childbirth” 
of some such thing on about.com yester- 


100% GFE Independent Escort 
elt (ore) | RO) |g 


Annalise Lane 


780-965-2377 

v annaliselane.com 
Monday to Friday 5-1 1pm 
Saturday & Sinday 12-12 


i GLIARANTEED! 


SIGN UP FOR FREE & Get LuckY TONIGHT! 
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SEX SEARCH ALBERTA.COM 





day and found the usual sprightly lecture 
on doing your Kegels. There are surger- 
ies, but surgery is expensive, fisky, and 
fequires the kind of recovery time that 
mothers rarely have available for lolling 
about on the chaise longue, sipping 
Sweet tea. In truth, a (lengthy) course of 
Kegels, energetically performed, can 
vastly improve muscle tone, and indeed 
can help prevent its loss in the first place. 
Exercising your hoo-hah can feel undigni- 
fied, but being afraid to sneeze (or laugh!) 
for fear of leaking is damned depressing 
After all the Kegels there may still be a 
little extra space up there but frankly, that 
can be put to good or at least entertain- 
ing use. It’s the tonelessness toward the 
front that both partners can find dismay- 
ing, and which inspires the jokes that 
end, “Flashlight, hell! Help me find my 
keys and we can drive out!” 

Other changes you wonder about 
(arousal, lubrication) are generally more 
of a hormonal thing and will right them- 







SOmin 


are available if you're hangin’ loose after pregnancy 


selves in time. But what other long-term 

disfigurements and indignities await, the 

anxious nullipara wonders? Have yas 
seen those trend pieces in the Papers, on 

the so-called “mommy make-over?" 

Tummy tuck (weakened abs, loose skin) 
lipo (new fat deposits on hips, thighs, or 
belly), breast augmentation (deflated 
boobs). Not always mentioned but also 
available: trimming or plumping stretched 
OF Saggy labia and a little internal spiffi- 
cation. Think what you like about the doc- 
tors who push such services and the 
women who feel they need them. Many 
of my own such thoughts fall on the 
uncharitable side, and a browse through 
those cosmetic surgery sites, which are 
as Unappealingly (to me) slick and pink as 
freshly-Brazilian'd mons veneris, does |it- 
tle to change my reaction. Still, if you 
need help you need it, and we should be 
glad the procedures are available to 
those in need. 

LOVE, ANDREA 
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Calgary 403-313-3311 : 
Other cities 1-877-834-4044 : 
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Try SEXY Chat for FRE } 


Cea 403-313-3330 | 





Try us FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


1,900,451.2853 (75 min/S24*) 
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Try Cruiseline Text for free. 
Text “xtra” to SFREE - wwweeruiseline.co 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone)’ 
Women Always FREE: 
Ay By yo 
FREE Trial for MEW: 
702.2223 
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2 CLASSIFIEDS 


~WPYOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
VUE WEEXIY, PLEASE PHONE 426-1996. 
DEADLINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


EDUCATIONAL 


Actors Needed... 
Rtn peettel tikes 








weww.vadastudios.com 


HELP WANTED 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
rperm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE by . Jobs guar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941 














FRAMING 





PICTURE FRAMES 
MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Bid. 439-0408. 





MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percus- 
sion. Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors with music degrees. 
Quality music instruction since 1981 


ARTIST 10 ARTIST 
FREE FREESFREE-FREE*FREE 


FREEoFREE*FREE*FREE*FRE! 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


Edmonton Fashion Week seeks models to participate 
in our annual event. Model Go Sees are to be held on 
Saturdays Dee. 15, 12am-1pm and Jam. 12, 12am- 
Ipm at Planet Ze Design, 10055-80 Ave. Check our 
site at www.edmontonfashionweek.com for info 




















ELOPE Musical Theatre: Open auditions for Baby, 
Dec. 14-16 at the Albert Avenue Community League 
(Lutz Board Room, east side entrance), 9210-118 Ave. 
For info: E: ELOPE_Edmonton@hotmail.com; T: Clyde 

Rigsby at 466-4248 





Profiles seeks proposals from artists for ehibition 
during 2009. Deadline: Sat, Mer. 22, 2008, 4pm. 
info T: Heidi at 460-4310 or E: ahfheidi@telus.net 











unique style you want to get out 
tact Steedy @ 297-0545. 






stop smoking? Nicotine Anonymous 
every Wed, Ebenezer United Church 
63 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020. 





Call for submissions: Main Stage pruction: 
Feate-Festival of Dance. This year, the festival's 
theme is the choreographic explorations of the 
human spirit. Feats wants to challenge choreogra- 
phers to interact with this theme. Deadline: 

15. www.abdancealliance.ab.ca/feats/ 





Call for submissions: Site-specific Performances 

Anyplace—tak : rfo Pat te fat 

jace—-take your mance out of the studio. 
Deediine: Dec. 15. 


www.abdancealliance.ab.ca/feats/ 
Juried photography exhibition: Deadline: Feb. 4, 


2008 for exhibition: May 29-June 14, 2008 at TU 
Gallery. Ph 421-1731 for info 








ArtsHab Studio Gallery 2008 Call to Enter: 
Groupshows. December 17. 
Ph: Tim 423-2966 





MUSICIANS 


Singer looking to start cover band. ‘80s, ‘90s and clas- 
sic rock. Nevada 267-7464 








Musician looking to form a band, blues/rock. Please 
call Wayne between 6-8 pm Mon-Fri 963-6365 





Brooklyn Lounge is looking for local bands 
to play Thursday nights and earn money 
For info, call Jordan @ 994 8172 or 
Email jordan@brooklynslounge.com 





Bass player wanted for Dead Man's Train, a new 
project by former front man of Disciples of Power, 
Heart Bechmier. Must be willing to relocate to 
Medicine Hat. +30. Call 403-504-5135. 





Drummer and percussionist required for studio ses- 
sions. May include some live shows. Must be a quick 
study and able to work in a variety of genre with 
multiple artists. Ph: Folker @ 780-757-4928 or david- 

folker@msn.com 





Rock band looking for smokin’ hot lead guitar player. 
Own equipment, transportation and good attitude a 
must. Call 998-0567 





SERVICES 


Pilgrims Hospice Helps Grieving Young People: 
weekly sessions. Families, schools and agencies. 
413-9801 ext 309 to register/info. www.pil- 
grimshospice.ca. 








SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides cri- 
sis intervention, information, counseling and public 
education services. We can customize a presenta- 
tion to meet your needs. T: 423-4102/F: 421-8734/E: 

info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 
Line: 423-4121 





Human Rights Facilitator Training / 
www. jhcentre.org. free 8 week training program 
presented by: The John Humphrey Centre for Peace 
& Human Rights and the Human Rights City Project. 
Info: Carrie, 453-2638 / E: carrie@jhcentre.org 


VOLUNTEER 


Little White Schoolhouse is turning 60 next year. If 
you're interested in being part of a volunteer group 
for the 60th anniversary please contact Debby 
Smethurst at 459-1194 











The City of Edmonton Youth Council (CEYC) is 
recruiting for its 2007-2008 term membership! We 
are looking for youth aged 13-23, residents in the 

City of Edmonton and interested in being involved in 
civic youth issues. www.ceyc.ca, Info: Jennifer 496- 
4938, E: Jennifer Wong@edmonton.ca 


VUE CLASSIFIEDS 
PH: 426-1996 





Bea Big Brother or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! 
Call Big Big Sister today. 424-8181. Do 
you remember someone who believed in you when 

you were a child? Be that person in a child's life 

today. All it takes is one hour a week 


Youth Group: looking for creative leaders 
who want to learn more about liver health. 
Computer designers, health promoters, public 
speakers are welcome, we will provide mentoring. 
Ph Melissa 444-1547 





Call 468-7070 to donate today—and help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance 





Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 
teers aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk 
* youth, drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947, e-m: 
osyc@telus.net 


We believe that all children have a right to grow in 

families and schools, and that all adults deserve to 

have real jobs, homes and friends, Ph 454-0701 and 

help to open the gates to community living in your 
area 








Mentors for children and youth living in group care 
2 hrs/wk evenings or weekends, various locations. 
Erin 432-1137, ext 357 


Homework tutors needed for children/youth in care 
who require stable support to ensure academic suc- 
cess. 1.5 hrs/wk evenings or weekends, various 
Icoations. Ellen 432-1137, ext. 362 





Initiative Ambassadeurs pour Ia Paix is looking for 
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francophone volunteers. Come learn how to present 
interactive workshops on antiracism/cultural diver- 
sity. Karina at (780) 425-4644 ext 9 or 
kezyzewski@naarr.org 


Literacy reading tutors needed to assist adults with 


disabilities eam basic reading and writing skills. 
Tutor training, materials and support provided. flex. 
hrs, 1-2hrs/wk, various peur Erin 432-1137, 
ext. 


Seniors recreation activity aides needed to partici- 


pate (with crafts, scapbooking, bingo, baking, etc) 

with disabled female seniors in extended care NE 

Edmonton. On site support provided. Day/evening 2 
© hrs/wk. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 


Walking coaches needed for a small group of adults 


with developmental disabilities every 2nd Fri at 
Westmount Mall. Erin at 432-1137, ext. 357 


Ghost writer needed to help a brain injured woman 


to write her life story. Le aE writing and com- 
puter skills wanted. 2 hrs/wk for 4-6 months. Old 
Strathcona area, Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 


Pilgrims Hospice seeks musical volunteers to lead 


sing-a-longs and/or to perform for our very forgiving 
day program clients. Tracy: 413-9801 


See your brain in action! Participate in research at 


UofA! Right-handed men, 18-50. Reimbursement 
provided. Call 604-0048 


Research project at UofA seeks right-handed men 


18-50 suffering from SCHIZOPHRENIA. 
Reimbursement provided. Call 604-0048. 


Be Who You Are. 
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*Film & Music Business 
*Film & Digital Arts 


-$cholarship$ mss 
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Print your ad here... 


Become a friend to anew Canadian an share - 
life-changing cee Contact Dulari her 


Food Not Bombs Looking for people te 
with cooking and servi meals pays 
904-8751 or e-m: foodnotbombsedmontona,’,.” 
mail.com 


eS 
Love Bingo? Come Volunteer at Eldac.,. 

Edmonton. Help raise funds for fon , 
outings. Call 434-4747, ext. 40 


Teach English Oversea: 


TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Ciass or 


Online/Correspondence 
Job Overseas Guaranteed! 


FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 
10037B - 82 Ave. | 
AB T6E 122 | 


1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com 
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*Music Production 
*3D Animation 





1.800.601.PAM 
> ail pacificav.com 


Vancouver, BC 
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Downtown 
epee E J Connect 
RG hy EEF Ered pee 4 PATE eseen s TELUS Plaza North 
z 10025 Jasper Ave 
Edmonton Wireless 
11315 104th Ave. 


Save On Telecom 
10603 107th Ave 





WEST END _ 


Communications Group 
10620 178th Si, 
Edmonton Cellular 
14903 118th Ave 
Johnson Wireless 

100 - 10429 178th Si 
‘Save On Telecom 
11150 149th St 

17543 100th Ave 


TAC Mobility 
ATOth St 


Wineiros Technology 


17508 Stony Plain Ru 


NORTH 


Altin Mobility 
9624 165th Ave. 
13034 50th Si 


Custom Cellular 
12714 137th Ave 


Mobility Central 
§- 14220 Yellowhead 11a) 


SOUTH 
Alberta Mike 
3424 99th St. 


Gommunications Grour 
5926 99th St. 


Custom Cellular 
1916 99th SL. 


Edmonton Celular 
10309 34th Ave. 


TAC Mobility 
4515 Gateway Siva. 


Wireless City 

5912 104th Si. 
Drayton Valley 
Dunn Right Comm 
3715 50th St 

Fort Saskatchewan 


Associated Telacomn 
9914 103rd St. 


Cambridge Electronics 
9542 86th Ave. 
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Gall 310-4NET or visit telus.com/gethighspeed or your nearest TELUS authorized dealer. ~ 
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wt THE BIG STARS ARE YOU!" 


$15 GENERAL PARTY ADMISSION 
$25 GUARANTEED, RESERVED SEATING 
CALL 485 1717 FOR TICKETS AND EVENT DETAILS 


<S py Okt a ea ED OWNTOWN LOCATION 


10304-111 St 423-1643 
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Here’s your opportunity 
to save lives. 


Edmonton 
Donor Clinic 
8249 - 114 Street 


Monday ~ Friday 
8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Saturday 
8:30 am - 2:30 pm 


| Book your life 
saving appointment 


today! 
Call 1888 2 DONATE 
Semcon etetem mgmt Canadian Boas 
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oly of denominations. 
Ash the bar staff for details. 


MASS EFFECT / 28 

“This is pretty major. It's one of the bes; 
gigs I've had, for sure. The only way it 
could possibly be better was if this was « 
zombie game, or a superhero game, or 3 
zombie superhero game."—Wark Mee; 
local actor, on being the lead voice in 
BioWare's Mass Effect. 

















COPYRIGHT / 7 
“Say | buy a DVD and want to rip that to, 
file and put that on my iPod. It's the movie 
that | bought. | didn’t go out and buy the 
experience of putting a plastic disc in , 
player and then pushing a button on 3 
remote control. | bought the experience tp 
watch that movie.” —lan Wallace, pip. 
tester, on concerns about expecta 
Canadian copyright changes. 


ATONEMENT / 37 


“Officially the Princess of Period Pieces, 
[Keira] Knightly doesn’t rehash the sam 
vulnerable debutante. Here, she performs 
with the most strength and maturity. She 
never lets the circumstances dictate hey 
delivery, but rather her delivery makes the 
circumstances.” —Omar Mouallem, critip, 
on the past lives lived by Keira Knightley, 


HIP HOP FOR HUNGER / 42 


“| don’t necessarily know if it's Alber 
that creates the right environment, but 
think that we have a lot of creative people 
that want to do it properly and that aft 
taking the right steps to make it so thé 
Edmonton does have a hip-hop scene 0 
an urban music community,"—Synaptt 
aka Joel Pelletier, on the why Alberta | 
becoming a hotbed for hip hop. 
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The theatre of threats 


JAY SMITH / jay@vucweekly.com 
en the words, “December 18 2007 Massacre,” are scrawled in tiny 
Wee on a bathroom door, what's a high schoo! that’s in a small 
town that’s stuck next to a mid-sized metropolis to do? In a post- 
9/11 world, full of much paranoia but less terrorism, the answer is clear: bring 
in the big guns, of course! 

The RCMP investigated after the threats were discovered on the bathroom 
stall at Paul Kane High School in November. They determined the likelihood of 
the threat’s manifestation to be “exceptionally low.” The students who were 
interviewed in news coverage believed the threat was a hoax, too. Parents, 
who you would expect to be the most reactionary participants in the equation, 
were “concerned” and “contacted” the school for more information. 

(These parents are, no doubt, a generation that spent years trying to undo 
the memories of two year’s worth of tin cans in the cellar and an automatic 
response of hiding under desks when the word “nuclear” was mentioned.) 

In fact, the most resilient aspect of the threat was the story of the threat itself. 
The story permeated the newswires in the way that only mildly sensational sto- 
ries can be transmitted: in a haze of softly shocked whispers and easily catego- 
rized fears. Categories: post 9/11 absurdity and the false fire alarms of school. 

Remember? Dutifully lining up a dutiful distance from an obviously unburn- 
ing building, expecting the whole charade just to be another charade, when 
the blitzing and roaring phalanx of fire trucks arrived? And, at that point, you 
realized that the event was, indeed, a real hoax (versus a hoax of the fire-drill 
variety). Never did you think that the building was actually burning. 

So let us emphasize the theatricality of the event as a “new normal” of 
schoolyard security. The RCMP arrived early in the morning for a lockdown, 
students had to enter and exit through the front two doors of the school, and 
were forced to leave their backpacks in their lockers. Come dismissal time, 
everyone had played their roles as they should have. 

A friend of mine from Lebanoryhad no unclear opinions about the pomp about 
Paul Kane’s massacre threat. Its hard to imitate, especially in print, the tone of 
someone who has not too long ago left a country from which the Canadian gov- 
ernment still discourages “non-essential travel,” but she basically did one inim- 
itable sneer at our silly penchant to even place a little credence in the threat. 

But that’s what we do, in countries blissfully free of violence. We go through 
the motions, we simulate. We tell ourselves that, in doing so, we're living lives 
a little more like those of the truly threatened. v 
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= LETTERS 


IN SUPPORT OF ALT MEDICINE 


We are writing in response to the let- 
ters by Mr Carlos Alexandre (Letters, 
Nov 29 - Dec 5 & Dec 13 - Dec 19). 

Although we do not believe that dou- 
ble-blind placebo-controlled studies are 
the only way to evaluate the effective- 
ness of a medical therapy, we would 
like to address his belief that all alterna- 
tive medicines fall into the dangerous 
hoax category. At no point do we 
believe that natural always means safe 
and therefore all medical issues should 
be evaluated by primary care practition- 
ers, which do include naturopathic doc- 
tors in most of Canada. 

His letters have quoted some radical 
allopathic websites that hold strong opin- 
ions against alternative medicines, and 
we felt the need to balance that viewpoint 
with two other sites. For a listing of the 
most recent research in natural therapies 
published in medical journals, please visit 
vitasearch.com. For opinions, research and 
education on prevention-focused medi- 
cine, please visit mercola.com, written by 
Dr Joseph Mercola, an osteopathic physi- 
cian in the US, and the largest health 
website in the world. 

Both these websites will guide the 
open-minded investigator to vast amounts 


. 


ARE MELTING Too... 


of research, including the highly touted 
double-blind placebo-controlled trials. As 
with many issues worth debating, an open 


and honest look at allopathic and alterna-- 


tive medicine will stir the passions and 
find that a blend of both will be the future. 


DR REBECCA TOCHER, BA, BPHE, ND 
DR DAVID RICHMOND, BSc, ND 


QUACKWATCH IS THE REAL QUACK 


After reading the inflammatory letter 
sent to you from one Carlos Alexandre 
(Letters, Nov 29 - Dec 5), | would like to 
offer the following. 

The websites mentioned in the letter 
that expose the fraud of alternative 
medicine are actually fraudulent them- 
selves and have been involved in major 
legal challenges because of it. It is not 
hard to find information about Mr Bar- 
rett's (founder of quackwatch.com) false 
credentials and complete lack of train- 
ing in nutrition, considering he offers so 
Touch criticism of nutritional products. A 
debate with another doctor can be 
found here: raysahelian.com/quack- 
watch.html, and the following website 
details his testimony admitting he is not 
the expert he holds himself out to be: 
canlyme.com/quackwatch.html. 

| can only assume Mr Alexandre is of 
the same ilk. 


DARREN TELLIER 
REGISTERED ACUPUNCTURIST 





HARPER A CLIMATE HYPOCRITE 


Canada has recently lectured india 
China to clean up their environne 
climate record. However, Canada 
the worst relative energy-efficie 
record of our G8 partners and is ™ 
eight in the world in total green 
gas emissions. The G8 nations, vl 
includes Canada, produce more °) 
sions than the rest of the world « 
bined, so the solution must star" 
us. We are in no position to lectuie 
ers unless we act. 

In contrast, Mr Harper is calli") 
“intensity” targets, which would » 
countries to emit more so long ® 
are efficient at it. Mr Harper 's 0” 
an excuse for his policies tha 
make the climate situation worse 
not willing to show real leaders! 
world sees right through Mr Hs 
hypocrisy. His duplicitous argu" 
are embarrassing Canada. 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader s 
whether critical or compliment’ 


length and clarity. 











wall@vueweekly.com 

this month, federal 
Minister Jim Prentice 
; dly found himself 
playing host to a number of suprise 
visitors who arrived at a holiday open 
pouse held in his Calgary office. 
instead of gifts and good tidings, 
though, they brought with them cam- 
eras, signs and pointed questions for 
the Minister. All sang the same carol: 
what changes was Prentice planning 
for Canada’s copyright laws? 

The group, estimated at about 45 
people, came out to make their voices 
heard on how Canada regulates the 
use of copyrighted materials, includ- 
ing video, written word, software and 
music. The group, who had organized 
largely through Facebook and via 
email, were critical of the latest 
attempt to amend Canada’s intellectu- 
al property laws. 

“Vd rather do something else today: 
stay home, watch TV, surf the inter- 
net,” explained Kemptoh Lam, who 
organized the protest. “But this is a 
very important event, an important 
piece of legistation. If it’s not set right, 
{we] are going to suffer the conse- 
quences for years to come.” 

The legislation in question is the 
latest controversy in the long saga of 
in Canada. The bill comes 
after a pledge for copyright reform and 
Stronger protection of intellectual 
property in October's Speech from the 
one. The statement caught mini- 
al attention then, but the introduc- 
tion of the bill this month has sparked 
fierce debate over the future of copy- 
Tight protection in Canada. While the 
legislation was widely expected to hit 
the House of Commons Dec 11, it has 
since been postponed until members 
of Parliament return from their winter 
break in late January, in part because 
of unexpected opposition from many 
Canadians. 
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‘The bill will not be tabled in the 
tiouse until such time as myself and 
the Minister of Heritage are satisfied,” 
Prentice said in the Hotise last week, 
im response to a question made by 
Charlie Angus, the NDP's copyright 
critic. Angus had accused Prentice of 
‘Shutting out experts and consumers in 
eating the bill, and “rolling out the 
Ted carpet to corporations.” 

The specifics of the bill are not yet 
blic, but Prentice has said that the 
endments are partially in response 
» imternational criticism relating to 
ada’s intellectual property laws. 


WHARINE SAXBERG, executive direc- 
for of the Canadian Music Publisher’s 
‘ssOciation (CMPA), echoed Prentice’s 





CLEARLY LAS! 


= COPYRIGHT 


statement, saying that Canada was 
falling behind the rest of the world 
when it comes to protecting intellectu- 
al property. She said that the CMPA 
supports changes to copyright law to 
bring it in line with the provisions set 
out by the World intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO) Copyright Treaty, 
which Canada signed in 1996. 

“We believe that there is an awful lot 
of work tobe done in the area of copy- 
right reform,” said Saxberg. “What we 
are looking at is a law that asserts own- 
ership of intellectual property in a digi- 
tal world. What the treaties do is 
acknowledge that putting your intellec- 
tual property up on the internet in no 
way weakens your ... ownership of 
that, [or] control of its destiny.” 

The WIPO treaty, created by the 
United Nations, is aimed at providing 
artists and authors with firm control 
over the distribution of their works 
through a variety of measures. One of 
the most hotly debated articles of the 
agreement regards circumvention: 
attempting to get around Digital Rights 
Management (DRM) locks that prevent 
consumers from copying media—rip- 
ping music from a CD or video from a 
DVD, for instance. The treaty prohibits 
any method, technological or other- 
wise, of bypassing DRM protecvons. 
These measures are designed to stem 
the flow of piracy, a problem that 
Saxberg says has a huge impact on the 


entertainment industry. 

“I don't know how you could work 
in the music industry and not be 
acutely aware of the financial impact 
of piracy on the music industry,” she 
said. 

However, many consumers of cul- 
tural products are strongly opposed to 
adopting anti-circumvention legisla- 
tion in Canada. Some, like Calgary's 
lan Wallace, fear that strict DRM laws 
will limit consumers from fully taking 
advantage of media that they legally 
own. 

“Say | buy a DVD and want to rip 
that to a file and put that on my iPod. 
It’s the movie that I bought. | didn’t go 
out and buy the experience of putting 
a plastic disc in a player and then 
pushing a button on a remote control,” 
explained Wallace. “I bought the expe- 
rience to watch that movie.” 

Wallace said that he understands 
the needs of entertainment industries 
to protect themselves from theft and 
counterfeiting. But at the same time, 
he said that the government has to 
protect those who use the media for 
entertainment or educational reasons. 

“If anything, | feel bad for people in 
Minister Prentice’s place, but he does 
have a responsibility to the individual 
Canadians that he represents," he 
said. 


MICHAEL GEIST, a taw professor at the 


University of Ottawa, has been one of 
the country’s most vocal opponents of 
the bill being prepared by Industry 
Canada. Geist worries that Industry 
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Canada and Prentice are looking to 
model the bill on the Digital 
Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA), 
passed by the United States in 1998 in 
response to the WIPO treaty. The 
DMCA legislation, he said, has opened 
consumers in the United States up to 
lawsuits and other legal action. 

“There was every sense that the gov- 
ernment was going to produce precise- 
ly what the US has done,” said Geist 
“People recognize that [the DMCA] has 
caused significant harm for all sorts of 
groups: privacy interests, consumer 
groups [and] free speech.” 

Canada’s copyright laws are in need 
of improvement, says Geist, but the 
focus should be less on anti-circum- 
vention measures, which he says have 
no real effect on preventing piracy. He 
points out that anti-circumvention 
laws have been around for almost a 
decade in the US, and that piracy 
remains a significant issue 

“This [DMCA] has been in place in 
the United States [since] before 
Napster,” he said. “It has had no 
impact on the piracy concerns that 
these groups are talking about. It 
has no impact on peer-to-peer [file 
sharing.]” 

Instead of protecting DRM, Geist 
says that copyright laws should focus 
on facilitating digital distribution as a 
business model and expanding fair 
dealing laws. Fair dealing exemptions 
allow Canadians to use copyrighted 
material without permission for spe- 
cific uses, such as research purposes, 
criticism and news reporting. He 


“copyright law may be coming soon to an iPod near you 


argued that the provisions in the WIPO 
treaties can be satisfied while still 
maintaining the rights of consumers to 
control how they use media 

“fif] you accept that the government 
wants ... to ratify these treaties, there 
is still a great deal of flexibility in these 
treaties. You need not do what the 
United States has done,” Geist said 
“There is the opportunity to meet 
those obligations ... in a far more flex- 
ible manner.” 

However, some say that it is too 
early to state that the upcoming legis- 
lation will be a carbon copy of the 
United States’ DMCA. Duncan McKie, 
CEO of the Canadian Independent 
Record Production Association, points 
out that there are many signatories of 
the WIPO treaty, and that changes in 
Canadian law won't necessarily mirror 
the United States. 

“We have a chance to look at them 
and say what worked and what didn’t, 
and how we can improve on this expe- 
rience,” said McKie. “That's what we 
expect the government to do, and not 
just institute some blanket legislation 
that just mimics the US,” 

Mckie said that anti-circumvention 
legislation would be only one part of 
any comprehensive amendment to the 
copyright laws. Other protections for 
intellectual property important to the 
industry are contained in the WIPO 
treaty, but have been pushed to the 
side by the debate on digital locks and 
Digital Rights Management. The fear 
of people getting sued over legitimate 
uses of their purchases is overblown, 
according to Mckie 

“| mean, the property holders would 
have to decide to sue {consumers],” he 
said. “And our members, unanimous- 
ly, have been opposed to that strategy 
from the very start ... as far as I know, 
the major labels are as well.” 

He said that WIPO doesn't set out 
how countries should deal with people 
who bypass DRM, leaving that up to 
local legal systems to resolve. If the 
entertainment industry in Canada 
really did wish to sue consumers 
McKie argued, they already have that 
ability, but instead have made the 
decision to avoid that strategy. 

While Lam is pleased that the bill 
has been delayed until the new year, 
he hopes that Industry Canada will use 
the extension to listen to the concerns 
of Canadians like him 

“If there's not going to be any con- 
sultation, then it is still a black mark,” 
he said. “They can claim that, ‘Oh 
yeah, we did something,’ but how 
much change [was there]? Did they 
really listen to us, or was it just a tac- 
tic?” w 
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ommitments to cuts in 
emissions that are des- 
and as a result millions 
jived may die. They did 


: it doesn’t feel like that, of course. It 
feels like 15 000 politicians, diplomats, 
| sumnalists and activists flew across con- 
tinents in order to sit in Bali for two 
eeks and achieve very little. Disappoint- 
{ ment and even anger are not out of order, 
or the commitment to early and deep 
smission cuts (25 to 40 per cent by 2020) 
hat most developed countries wanted to 
in the draft treaty had to be dropped 
in order to keep the United States 
olved at all. 

The Bush administration no longer 
denies that climate change is a problem, 
put it is still determined to kill any interna- 
tional deal that involves concrete and 
gally binding targets. The United States 
yroduces about a quarter of the world’s 
emissions, so no deal that excludes it 


ILYSSA NOEL / alyssa@vueweekly.com 

partment vacancy rates in the 
B city are up by 0.3 per cent since 
Jast October, according to a 
Rental Market Report released by 
Sanada Basten ge and Housing 
C n last week. 

_ That might sound like good news 
wr desperate apartment hunters, but 
nless they're making above-average 

i's not going to make much of 

} the last year rents have 
ued to increase, on average by 
4 month, with three-bedroom 
tment dwellers shelling out the 
it for rent hikes that put their bill at 
1,060, on average. One-bedrooms 
factied $784 while two-bedrooms 
ed to $985. 
initial reaction was that I was 
Surprised,” says NDP housing crit- 
ay Martin. oe what's been 
img On with phone calls to our 
Mice, | knew it was getting worse 
ver than better. My second reaction 
S that {the Conservative govern- 
| just doesn’t get it. They're not 
illing to do what's necessary . 
l'S rental control and a moratori- 
won condo conversions.” 
© the report attributes 
o vacancy to less migration to 
a from other provinces, Martin 
; that could be counteracted by 
young people staying in the 
market because they can’t 
their first home. At the 


2rporatio 
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homeless population,” 


disheartening, 


would work. Moreover, the developing 
countries Where emissions are growing 
fastest, particularly China and India, will 
never accept obligations of their own while 
the United States accepts none. So the 
American delegation had to be kept on 
board no matter how obstructive it was. 

It was amazingly obstructive. There 
Must be no targets, there must be no 
timetables, there must be no numbers at 
all in the “roadmap” that the conference 
was drawing up for the next two years of 
Negotiations on a successor to the Kyoto 
treaty, insisted chief US negotiator Harlan 
Watson. Why not? Because “once num- 
bers appear in the text, it prejudges the 
outcome and will tend to drive the negoti- 
ations in one direction.” Yes, and if every- 
body's shared goal is cut emissions and 
avoid catastrophic climate change, what's 
wrong with that? 


THE UNITED STATES was almost com- 
pletely isolated at the Bali talks. Its only 
two allies among the developed countries 
were Canada and Japan, both of which 
promised modest emission cuts under the 
Kyoto accord 10 years ago but then 
allowed their emissions to soar. And the 
danger was that the frustration and fury 
of all the other delegations, in the hot- 
house atmosphere of a two-week confer- 
ence, would lure them into a pointless 
and destructive confrontation with the 
United States. 


2 HOUSING 


Martin says. “Some of that are the tra- 
ditional homeless with addictions, but 
you have people who are working for 
a living and who are homeless.” 

Gordon Watt was almost one of 
those people. Last year his apartment 
complex was bought out and the new 
owners hiked his rent from $705 to 
$1425. It wasn’t long before he was 
forced to apply for the Homelessness 
and Eviction Prevention fund (HEP), 
even though he worked full time. After 
struggling to convince a social worker 
that he was in dire need of assistance, 
he was awarded the bare minimum he 
needed to pay rent. 

“| think about [moving] every day— 
if 1 can find a place that’s a little bit 
cheaper than this,” says Watt, a single 
father. “When you go to look at a place 
you're probably one of 50 people that 
day who go to look at it. If the person 


doesn’t want to pay $1400... [the land- 
lord} won't rent it until they find some- 
body to pay it.” 


But according to Jody Korchinski, 
spokesperson for Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, renters, specifically those with 
low incomes, will see a tumaround in 
the future. She points to the $285 mil- 
lion in new funding that was allocated 
for more than 11 000 affordable housing 
units over the next five years. In the 
short term, she adds, those in need can 
tum to the HEP fund as well as the 
direct rent supplement program. 

“The plan we put in place addresses 


but with signs of hope TOP 10 


It was Al Gore who saved the day with 
a speech in which he urged the confer- 
ence to be patient. “My own country, the 
United States, is mainly responsible for 
obstructing progress at Bali,” he admit- 
ted, but “over the next two years the 
United States is going to be somewhere 
it is not now ... One year and 40 days 
from today there will be a new [presiden- 
tial] inauguration in the United States. 

“lf you decide to continue the progress 
that has been made here on all the items 
other than the targets and timetables for 
mandatory reductions, on the hope and 
with the expectation that, before this 
process is concluded ... you will be able 
to fill in that blank [with the help of a dif- 
ferent position from the United States], 
then you can make great progress here.” 
Bush will soon be gone. Even though time 
is short, you have to wait him out. 

The conference taok Gore's advice and 
removed the numbers from the text. Even 
then, astonishingly, the US delegation 
declared that it could not support the 
revised text—and a chorus of boos rang 
out in the crowded conference hall. A del- 
egate from Papua New Guinea stood up 
and told the US delegation: “If you're not 
willing to lead, please get out of the 
way.” After a short huddle, the US dele- 
gation announced that it would support 
the revised text after all. 

So don't believe the cynics who say 
that public opinion does not matter. A 


the short term and the long term situ- 
ation,” she says. “From a short term 
perspective, the direct rent supple- 
ment program and the HEP fund do 
help alleviate the short term pres- 
sures. From the investments we're 
making this year and those new 
affordable housing units will take 
more pressure off.” 

Watt, however, isn’t convinced. He 
says he will continue to struggle to 
scrounge together enough money to 








large majority of Americans are far ahead 
of their government in their desire to see 
effective action on climate change, and 
the Bush administration is fighting a 
delaying action. With both world opinion 
and American public opinion solidly 
against it, it suddenly became clear to the 
US delegation that this line of trenches 
had to be abandoned fast. 

So there is a “roadmap” for the next two 
years of negotiations, although it has no 
hard numbers in it. Low-level meetings will 
continue over the next year, but the next big 
conference, scheduled for Poland next 
December, will probably be allowed to slip 
by a couple of months so that the new US 
administration is in office. And then, hope- 
fully, they can put the numbers back in. 

There is no guarantee that the emis- 

sions cuts they finally agree on in 2009 will 
be big enough, or that everybody will meet 
their commitments. Runaway global warm- 
ing is a serious possibility, in which case 
we may be facing megadeaths by mid-cen- 
tury. But Bali was not a futile or a shameful 
exercise. It was six billion people in 180 
separate countries trying to cope with a 
shared danger in a cooperative way. It was 
actually quite inspiring, and even 50 years 
ago it would have been inconceivable. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Jue Weekly. 


Rent is up, but at least now you can get an apartment 


pay his bills each month. 

“What [Premier Ed Stelmach] is 
ignoring is the people he hurt right at 
the start when he said, ‘You want a 
rental apartment? You can make as 
much money off that building as you 
want. You can raise your rent as much 
as you feel.’” he says. 

“We have to tell Stelmach [that he] 
can't do this to the people. Stelmach’s 
not helping the people, he’s hurting 
them.” wv 


To learn more about finding the volunteer opportunity that’s right for you, visit: 


volunteeredmonton.com 


Give the gift of time. 


Volunteer. 
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7) Don't Stop the Music 
Rihanna 


8) No One 
Alicia Keys 


9) Bubbly 
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10) Let It Snow, 


Let It Snow,Let It Snow 
Michael Buble 
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Rampant development raises residents’ 
concern about the future in the Heartland 


SAMANTHA POWER / samantha @vueweekly.com 

alculating the amount of sul- 
( fur dioxide in the air is not 

something many Edmontoni- 
ans think to do. But Maureen and 
Dennis Chichak make sure they 
check it at their home on a daily 
basis. 

The Chichak home is located just 
outside of Fort Saskatchewan, in the 
330 square kilometres known as the 
Industrial Heartland, and with their 
neighbours having grown over three 
decades to include Shell, Agrium 
and Dow, they're regularly exposed 
to sulfur dioxide, benzene and nitro- 
gen dioxide. 

And it’s about to get worse. 

Located in the counties of Strath- 
cona and Sturgeon, the Heartland 
shares jurisdiction with the two 
counties plus the City of Fort 
Saskatchewan and Lamont County. 
Industrial sites began to slowly 
encroach on farmland in the 1970s 
during the last oil boom, making 
Maureen and Dennis close neigh- 
bours with the Shell Scotford 
Upgrader, located just two kilome- 

tres from their farmhouse. 

Now the neighbourhood is truly 
beginning to expand. Ground has 
already been broken on two bitumen 
upgraders and another 10 are slated 
to begin construction between 2008 
and 2010. 

With extraction from the tar sands 
slated to quadruple over the next two 
decades, the demand for local 
upgrader production has recently 
become much more intense. BA 
Energy, Aux Sable, Total and Synenco 
are only some on the list of interna- 
tional partners slated to invest over 
$22 billion to bring upgrading capaci- 
ty in the Heartland up to an expected 
1.5 million barrels per day by 2010. 

Encouraged by hard lobbying by 
the counties and the Alberta Indus- 
trial Heartland Association, they'll 
join the current 40 industrial sites— 
including chemical plants, petro- 
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chemical refineries, a fertilizer plant, 
pipelines and a single oil upgrader— 
already in the area. 

It’s a level of development that 
might finally drive the Chichaks from 
their home after 30 years. With two 
accidents in the Shell Scotford 


-upgrader last year—and the hours 


that passed before residents were 
notified anything was wrong—and 
this past November's sour gas leak, 
they're ready to join the countless 
number of residents who have 
already left the area due to health 
concerns. 

“We're ready to go; it’s not safe 
here for the residents anymore,” 
Maureen explains when asked about 
the high emission levels this past 
summer, the frustration audible in 
her voice. “No one wanted to claim 
where the problem came from. They 
keep telling us they learn from every 
incident and that things will be bet- 
ter, but it keeps happening over and 
over again.” 


AND THAT'S WITH ONE UPGRADER in 


the area. The 10 new upgraders slat- 
ed to be in the process of production 
by 2009 will bring new environmen- 
tal and health challenges to an area 
already showing signs of stress. 

In 2003 the Industrial Heartland’s 
air, on a bad day, was rated to be as 
bad as Mexico City’s, and in 2001 the 
Dow Chemical facility was found to 
have the second-highest released 
level of dioxins in the country. 

Heartland resident Kathy Radke 
says she can actually see the brown- 
ish haze in the air and she can list the 
different chemical emissions she 
smells in the air on certain days. She’s 
also witnessed the effects in her cat- 
tle. “You can see their swollen joints, 
their hides are quite dry. They're not 
how they were, say, 20 years ago.” 


Pe en comfort since 
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Radke has had to get rid of her 
animals and shut down the dairy 
farm because of the air quality. “It’s 
just not fair to raise animals in an 
environment like that,” she insists. 

Alberta Environment representa- 
tive Jim Law insists that the environ- 
mental pressures on the area will be 
dealt with in a new cumulative- 
effects framework, which he 
believes will enable the government 
to better monitor the impacts of 
development on the environment. 

“There's so much industrial devel- 
opment you can’t work on a project- 
by-project basis. This framework 
gives more certainty on what can be 
accommodated in the region. It also 
sets out some very clear targets for 
land and water.” 

The framework, which was 
released Oct 2 of this year, is a pilot 
program to take into account the 
cumulative effects of industry on the 
air and watershed. Law explains the 
targets are set according to how much 
industrial development the area can 
accommodate, and individual indus- 
tries coming to the area will have to fit 
within the set targets for air emissions, 
water extraction and waste manage- 
ment. However, the new targets are 
based on incoming industry in the 


area, and assume the current Heart- 


land industries are sustainable. 

Law doesn't believe the new tar- 
gets will affect the number of indus- 
trial developments in the area. 
“Industry knows what they need to 
become a player in the area, it pro- 
vides certainty for industry and 
won't affect the current proposals.” 


TO MANY RESIDENTS, though, the 
new framework is just another mon- 
itoring system with flaws. Residents 
don’t trust the Fort Air Partnership— 
the air monitoring system paid for by 
industry—and with the water task 
force of the cumulative-effects 
framework composed almost entire- 
ly of members paid by industry, 
many don’t see it as much of an 
improvement. 

The water committee's report 
states that their goal is “no further 
deterioration of water quality, and 
ultimately, that there will be an 
improvement of the current condi- 
tions.” Based on the.evidence from 
other parts of the province, they 
have their work cut out for them. 

Oil extraction in the Athabasca tar 
sands has had massive implications 
for the Athabasca water system, 
resulting in a “marginal” rating of 
the river after it passes through the 
tar sands. It’s a problem that led Uni- 
versity of Alberta professor and 
water expert Dr David Schindler to 
call for a moratorium on tar sands 
operations due to their impact on 
the Athabasca. 

Residents fear that similar effects 
in water quality could be seen in the 
North Saskatchewan in the near 
future. As the North Saskatchewan 
River winds through the Heartland, 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 13 
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Forget about increases! Why are 
we funding private schools at all? 


RICARDO ACUNA / ualberta.ca/parkland 

One would expect a provincial cabinet 
minister to have a basic understanding of 
some key terminology relevant to govern- 
ment. You would think it would be crucial 
for a government to have a grasp of con- 
cepts like “private,” “public” and “tax dol- 
lars,” and how they relate to public policy. 

It has become painfully obvious, how- 
ever, that Alberta Education Minister 
Ron Liepert has no such understanding. 

In a story that broke in the main- 
stream media last week, Mr Liepert is 
proposing that Alberta government fund- 
ing for private schools in the province be 
increased by some $13 million, an 
increase of approximately 24 per cent. 

lt may come as a surprise to many 
Albertans that our provincial government 
is funding private schools at all, but that 
has actually been the case for some 
time in the province. The government of 
Alberta, through tax dollars, currently 
provides instructional grants to non-prof- 
it private schools. These grants are limit- 
ed to 60 per cent of what is available for 
public schools, but it still represents a 
significant amount of public taxpayer 
funding for private institutions. 

The Alberta Education website lists 
122 private schools province-wide that 
are currently eligible for funding. Some of 
these are religious schools and acade- 
mies, but many are elite institutions 
focusing on academics or sports. All of 
these schools must have-certified teach- 
ers and follow the standard Alberta cur- 
riculum for K-12, but that's where the 
similarities to the province's public 
schools end. 

The teachers at these private schools 
are not part of an ATA bargaining unit, so 
they generally earn less and have less job 
security than other teachers in the 


province. The schools are also able to - 


charge tuition and membership fees to 
their students. Calgary's Rundle College 
and Mountain View Academy, for exam- 
ple, charge anywhere from $9000 to 
$12 000 per year, depending on the grade. 

Alberta's private schools are also 
allowed to have exclusionary enrollment 
practices. This essentially means that 
they can refuse admission to any stu- 
dent who doesn’t meet the school’s 
needs or culture. Mountain View Acade- 
my’s admission page, for example, 
states that “students will be interviewed 
along with their parents prior to accept- 
ance, to ensure a successful fit.” Rundle 
College is even more explicit, stating 
that the family must be a “good fit," and 
that students must have the “right” 
character and social development in 
order to attend. 


THESE ARE CLEARLY elitist and exclu- 
sionary institutions that the majority of 
Albertans could not afford, and to which 
they would likely not have access. Why 
then are they receiving taxpayer dollars 
to subsidize their operations? And why 
would the government now be consider- 
ing giving them even more public dollars? 


Ron Liepert is suggesting increasing the 
cap on instructional funding to 70 per cen; 
of what public schools get. He also wants 
to see private schools become eligible fo; 
public funding of infrastructure operations 
and maintenance—also up to 70 per cen; 
of what public schools get. Currently, p- 
vate schools get no money from the gov. 
ernment for building operations o; 
maintenance. 

This is the truly ironic part. Public 
schools in this province (the ones the gov- 


_ ernment is supposed to be funding) are 


facing malfunctioning boilers, collapsing 
roofs and rotting walls as a result of this 
government's complete neglect of infra- 
structure funding over the last 20 years 
Now, instead of addressing this problem, 
the government wants to start spending 
money on maintenance and upkeep for pri- 
vate schools. 

According to private school spokes- 
people, without the money they would 
have to cut corners, increase tuition fees 
and, even worse, they would face being 
absorbed into the public system. Minis 
ter Liepert justifies his proposal by citing 
the fact that some private schools have 
already had to close due to a lack o 
funding, and many more will follow 
unless something is done about it. 

This is where it becomes importan 
for a government minister to understanc 
the fundamental difference betwee! 
public and private. The government \: 
required by law to adequately fund an 
open, quality and accessible schoo! sys 
tem in the province. If there are people 
who, whether as a result of religion oF 
snobbish elitism, choose to opt out of 
that system, then it is not the govern 
ment's responsibility to fund their alter 
native institutions—especially when 
those institutions are elitist and exclu 
sionary. 

That is not to say that our public schoo! 
system in this province does not have ally 
problems—far from it. That is where gov 
ernment resources should be going—" 
genuinely address the problems with ou! 
public system, and to promote that syste 
to the exclusion of all others. 

If private schools cannot survive 0 
their own, and face closure ai" 
absorption into the public syste” 
that is ultimately a good thing—"' 
means the public system is doing \'° 
job well enough that parents are not 
willing to pay the money required (0 
opt out. It's not up to governmen' i) 
step in and prop up these failing 
schools. Let them fail. 

Instead of moving forward on 10" 
Liepert's new proposal, the governmelt 
should embrace their responsibility '0! 
public education, stop funding privé'” 
schools, and channel those resourc’> 
and more, into the public system wie" 
it will really makea difference. w 



















Roni 


Ricardo Acufa is Executive Directo’ ° 
the Parkland Institute, a non-paltis" 
public policy research institute house 
at the University of Alberta. 
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Built for life in Canada 


a's 2007 Year End Clearance is in effect from November 3, 2007 to tanuary 2, 2008 at participating Ford of Canda Dealerships. Delivery eflowence of up to $8,000 and 0% purchase finencing up to 36 months on selected new 2008/2007 Ford/incoln vehicles (2007 vehites have limited availablity. The new venice must be ordered or dettvert 

‘Your Ford/Lincoin Dealer on or before January 2, 2008. Offers include freight and air tax, but exclude license, insurance, PPSA, registration, adrninistration fees and all applicable taxes. "Receive the following delivery allowance on the cash purchase, purchase finance or lease of the following 2008 model vehicies: [$3250 on 2008 F-250 - 5 

SluKing efsets cabs}/[$3000 on 2008 Nayigator}/[$2400 on 2008 Fusion V6/1$2200 on 2008 Lincalrs MKZI/7$2000 on 2008 F-1'50 Regular Cabl/{$1 900 on 2008 F-150 SuperCab)/[S 1600 on 2008 F-1150 SuperCrew Lariat]/[$1500 on 2008 Fusion !4, 2008 Expedition)/[$1 100 on 2008 F150 SuperCrew (exciucing Lartat\/{$1000 on 209 

SRN a ase ne Tk aX er ee oc eR Ce Poe a Oc te a CC rl Fe Feb fen ior Mower on fe cash chase purchase trae ree of fm flown 2007 adel vets: 83 

pe Auto ‘on 2007 Escape Hybrid)/1$2000 on 2007 Focus ZX5)/[$1000 on 2007 Ranger SuperCab (excluding XL), 2007 E-Series Club Wagon & Van, 2007 F-Series Over 8500 GVW Chassis Cabs, 2007 Lincoln Mark LTV/[$750 on 2007 Freestar (excluding SEL LTDJV{$500 on 2007 Ranger RegularCab & SuperCab 

Nand Fe, F-150 Price ‘on 2007 Five Hundreci/1$8000 on 2007 Freestyiel/[$5500 on 2007 Grand Marquis, 2007 Fusion V6]/185000 on 2007 Fusion SE 14)/[$4750 on 2007 F-150 SuperCabl/1$4500 on 2007 Explorer 4-door, 2007 Escape (excluding XLS and Hybrid)l/[$4450 on 2007 F-150 SuperCrew Lartat]/4$4250 on 2007 

Series Over 8500 GVW (excluding chassis cabs))/754000 on 2007 Lincoln MKZ/1$3950 on 2007 F-150 SuperCrew (exctuding Lariat [$3750 on 2007 Escape XLS 4 FAD Manual/7$3500 on 2007 Lincoln Town Carl ($2850 on 2007 F-150 Regular Cabj/[$2750 on 2007 Mustang GT $2500 on 2007 Expecition)/ ($1750 on 2007 Focus 2G $ & 

feaed |1on 2007 Focus 2X4 (excluding ZX4 S)). +0% APA purchase financing on most 2007 Focus 2X4 texcluding ZX4 S), 2007 Focus 2X5, 2007 Focus ZXW, 2007 Focus 2X3 SE, 2007 Mustang. 2007 Edge, 2007 Explorer Sport Trac, 2007 Escape (excluding Hybrid), 2007 Freestar, 2007 F-150 (excluding Price Leader), 2008 Escape (exciuding 

5), F-150 for a maximum of 36 months to qualified retail customers, on approved credit from Ford Cred. E.g., $20,000 purctase financed at 0% purchase APR for 36 months, monthiy payment is $555.56, cost of borrowing ts $0 or APA at 0% and total to be repaid is $20,000 Down payment on purchase financing offers may ba required 

Saeed on approved credit. ¢*2007 Year End Clearance” eBonus certificate is in effect from November 3, 2007 to Jenuuary 02, 2008 at participating Ford of Canacks Dealers Register for your certificate at www.ford.ca or, If you do not have internat access and an email address, visit your socal Ford or Lincoln dealership. This $1,250 eBonus Certificats 

be ‘the purchase or ease of most new 2007 and 2008 Ford snd Lincoin vehicles (excluding 2007 and 2006 Shelby GTSO0, 2007 and 2008 Econoline Cutaway & Stripped Chassis, 2008 F-250 ~ 550 Chassis Cabs, 2007 and 2008 LCF and Medium Trucks} delivered on or before tanuary 2, 2008 or may be received via cheque trom 

‘taking delivery of the eligible new vehicle. Factory orders are eligible for Raincheck protection. Taxes payable on the full ammount of purchase price before certificate is deducted. Certificate can only be redeemed once and is nontransterable. Only one certificate per eligible vehicle. Maximum of two certificates per customer fone 

‘Or ach eligible vehicle), Canadian residents only. Offer applies to most naw 2007 or 2008 Ford/Lincoln vehicles defvered Nevernter 3, 2007 through December 31.2007. Ford will rebate to customers 1% of the net venice purchase price (excluding any dealer installed accessories or Services}, or 19 of the November end December 2007 marty 

(excluding ary dealer installed accessories or services), for the eligible vehicle, Customers with Jease contracts written in December are eligible for the 1% reduction only on their December payment. Customers can choose to apply the rebate amount to the down payment or monthly lease payments), or reoeive a cheque from Ford 

20 dyer te detvery of ther eile veticse, 9% GST offer does ret agply to 2007 and 2008 Shelby GT500, 2007 and 2008 Econoline Cutaway & Sioned Chases, 2008 F-250 - 550 Chassis Cabs, 2007 and 2008 LCF and Medium Tucks. The cscount gen to casivfinance customers on te taal transaction pice resus Ina 

lease APA than advertised. Ford's 2007 Year End Clearance offers, eBonus certificate and 5% GST may be combinable wth other offers from Ford of Canada. Ford's 2007 Year End Clearance otfers, eBonus Cartificate and 5% GST are not applicable to Daily Renttal Feet, Government sales or leases and are not combinable with CPAVGPC or 

- :™™* is optional on most new Ford vehicles and standard on selected Lincoln vehicles. Driving while distracted can result in joss of vehicle control, acciclentt and injury. Ford recommends that drivers use caution when using mobile phones, even with voice commends. Onty use mobile phones and other devices not essential to driving when 

186 sale 1 00 50. @inciusdes 6 month prepaid subscription. See your Ford of Canada Dealer or contact SFIUS™ at 1-888-529-7474 for more information. "SIFIUS” and the SSRIUS™ dog logo are registered trademerks of SIRIUS Setalite Radio Inc. WMost 2007/2008 Fard vehicles, exctuding 2007/2008 Model LCF, F-650 and F-750, come with aS 

|km (whichever occurs first) Powertrain Warranty and fue! Roadside Assistance benefits together with aS year/100,000 km (whichever occurs first) Safety Restraint Warranty. in addition, on all 2008 Made! Super Duty vehicles equipped with the diesel engine the Powertrain warranty is extended to S yr / 160, 000km (equais Diese engine 

‘"=rrentV), Some conditions and limitations apply. See your Ford Dealer for complete detaits or call the Ford Customer Relationsip Centre at 1-200-565-2673. Dealer may sell or laase for less. Limited time offers. Taxes payable on full amount of purchase price before deduction of delivery allowance and eBonus. Offers may De canceled at any me 
‘wthout nofice. Dealership may have limited quantities. Dealer transter may be required. Mo factory orders svaitable on 2007s, Alow 8-10 weeks delivery on factory orders (excluding 2007s). © Some conditions may apply fo the Graduate Recognition Program. See Dealer foc detaks. 
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Crossbow plus zapper doohickey equals a potent gateway drug 


| INFINITE LIVES 


=x | DARREN ZENKO 
€5 | infnitelives@vueweekly.com 


{t's an idyllic winter's night in a gaming 
household. I'm sitting at my grandfather's 
desk with a mug of hot tea and a jar of 
peanuts, killing time—that is to say, 
doing research—with a series of mini- 
malist Japanese point-and-click browser 
adventures while from the next room 
comes that sweetest of holiday sounds: 
the crunchy shatter of virtual targets, the 
BLING of points being racked up, the 
occasional exultations of victory, the 
more frequent curses of defeat. 

I'd underestimated Link's Crossbow 
Training, and the futuristic Wii Zapper 
gun-conversion doohickey it’s bundled 
with, in the first assessment. To even a 
medium/soft-core gamer, it’s a pretty 
slight experience: 10 three-stage levels’ 


After the 
=| IN THE BOX 


DAVEYOUNG AND 18 PLAYER 
inthebox@vueweekly.com 


Hey hey. My my. In shootout Oi! will never 
die. The Oilers are on a roll after four 
straight shootout games and three wins 
among them. The Oilers managed to beat St 
Louis and Detroit on the road with shootout 
wins then retumed home to beat Vancouver. 
But the team’s luck ran out when Dallas 
beat Edmonton for the extra point on Tues- 
day. It seems its better to shoot out—than 
fade away. My my. Hey hey. 


MANSION ON THE HILL While not a fait 
accompli yet, local billionaire Daryl 
Katz's bid to purchase the Oilers is look- 
ing like it just may be accepted by the 
team’s current owners—a group of mere 
millionaires. Cal Nichols and his group of 
relative paupers scrabbled enough 
money to buy the Oilers from Peter Pock- 
lington in 1998, effectively preventing 
the team from leaving Edmonton. Katz 
should be the right guy to take over. He’s 
like one of us. He's a guy who went to 
school in Edmonton, grew up watching 
the dynasty Oilers and Eskimo teams and 
still lives here in town. | say “one of us” 
if you overlook the fact that he is among 
the 500 richest people in the world, lives 
in the biggest house in the city and 
appears to approach buying an NHL 
team with the same level of financial 
pinch most of us would feel investing in 
an Oilers mini-pack. DY 


THE NEEDLE AND THE DAMAGE DONE 
The Mitchell Report was released last 
week, reporting on the use of perform- 
ance-enhancing drugs in baseball, and 
implicating many of the sport's biggest 
names in the process. One has to wonder 
if hockey could be the next to come under 
fire, as the NHL has never been a 
favourite of international doping-czar Dick 
Pound. Personally, | think that hockey is 
relatively clean, although | have been 
privy to many a post-game beer. TB 


worth of shooting galleries, each stage 
clocking out 60 seconds, with the Zapper 
as a cute but inessential novelty. | played 
it with my non-gamer fiancée, burning 
through the whole thing in less than two 
hours, and when we sort of shrugged and 
put the Wii away | figured that was that. 

The next afternoon she pokes her head 
into my office, a strange glint in her eye. 
“You know what | think would really reduce 
some stress?” she asks, rhetorically. 
“Shooting some goblins.” She mimes 
cradling the Zapper, and | recognize the 
glint: she’s got The Fever. Links Crossbow 
Training may be slight and light, but that’s 
what you look for ina gateway drug. 

The meh reviews the package received 
illustrate a problem absolute numerical 
game ratings; comparing the LC7/Zapper 
combo to a fully realized game Is like com- 
paring “Essential Japanese for Travellers” 
to The Tale of Ganji. More than just a triv- 
jally diverting virtual popgun experience, 
Link’s Crossbow Training is nothing less 


Oil rush 


ONLY LOVE CAN BREAK YOUR HEART 
(BUT HOCKEY CAN BREAK YOUR FOOT) 
Dallas Stars rookie Matt Niskanen was 
surprised last week when his dad's Sunfire 
(worth about $2000) received’a surprise 
paint job and upgrade. His Stars team- 
mates absconded with the car and souped 
it up with a giant Stars logo, new sound 
system and tricked out tires. Note how | did 
not describe the “ride” as “pimped” as 
that's likely one of the tackiest, least accu- 
rate and juvenile slang terms out there, but 
| digress. Perhaps the Oiler players should 
do a similar deed for their ailing captain, 
Ethan Moreau. But instead of souping up 
his car or truck, they might want to get him 
a custom wheelchair or crutches. DY 


HARVEST | just don’t know if ! can say 
enough about the Oilers’s rookies this year. 
| admit that | was one of the those people 
who were screaming at the TV when Lowe 
took Gagner sixth overall last spring, leav- 
ing names like Esposito and Cherepanov 
for other teams to scoop up. But hindsight 
is something that we Oiler fans have in 
buckets, and | have to hand it to K-Lowe for 
that one. From the Junior Summit Series to 
now, Gagner has been all kinds of all-right. 
As well, young Mr Nilsson has been show- 
ing us a thing or two as of late, wanting to 
make sure we know he was more than just 
an add-on in the Smyth trade. 1B 


HEART OF GOLD (SHOULDER OF SCAR 
TISSUE) Enough teasing about Ethan 
Moreau. With all the injuries suffered by 
Oiler players, | miss seeing Moreau on the 
ice more than others. | don’t think I've seen 
a player named Captain and then absent 
for 35 games and counting. Moreau is 
expected to re-join the team either just 
before or just after Christmas and it's been 
long enough. | once described Moreau as 
one of those players who finds the will to 
play better during those games when the 
rest of his teammates are not playing well 
or when the team is struggling. He seems 
to shine when others struggle, get frustrat- 
ed or give up. Just think how well he 
would have played for the last two months 
of last season. DY 
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than a grammar of videogames. 

Gamers seldom consider the mass of 
convention and idiom that supports mod- 
ern gameplay—we don't have to consider 
it, because it's second nature. We don't 
have to puzzle out how an onscreen radar 
works, for example. But for complete new- 
comers—they’re rare, but they're out 
there—these fundamentals of the medium 
are baffling as hell, rapid-fire babble in an 
unfamiliar language. LCT offers a way for 
these poor souls to at least get up to the 
level of “Hello, my name is ... ” 


GAMING 101 is simple target shooting, 
the first stage of each level. Point the 
aimer, pull the trigger. Concepts intro- 
duced: what an aimer is; what a trigger 
is; basic menu navigation; scoring and 
score multipliers, target evaluation and 
selection. Most important, the shooting- 
gallery stages introduce the most basic of 
videogame drug-rushes: beating your own 
high score. 


Beaer 


angy Power Com 


Gaming 140, comprising the “Defend- 
er” levels, builds on that. These stages 
are basically stationary shooters and rail 
shooters; Link’s position is fixed but the 
player can and must look around the 
game space. Here, the benign targets are 
replaced with fearsome enemies. They're 
all one and the same to us virtual killaz, 
but for an absolute newbie that first 
experience of a skeleton coming right at 
you while a warning klaxon blares can be 
terrifying. Concepts introduced: looking 
around; awareness of offscreen game 
elements; basic radar use; sangfroid in 
the face of marauding undead. 

At the 200 level, the “Ranger” stages 
take the student through their first full-on 
FPS experience, giving them full control 
over Link's movement through the space. 
Here are introduced the final concepts 
needed for basic interaction with the mod- 
ern games medium: perception of three 
dimensions in virtual space; use of the stick 
in moving a character through that space; 





basic gunfight tactics; advanced radar use; 
search and exploration. Thanks to Link’s 
Crossbow Training and the Zapper doohick- 
ey—technically unnecessary, the physicali- 
ty of clutching a gun can't be 
overestimated as a teaching aid—t've 
watched my girl go, in a few short hours, 
from “What? What the fuck? | don’t get it!” 
to happily striving for Gold and Platinum 
ranking and trading high-scoring tips over 
morning coffee, from flailing miserably to 
navigating the game's combat courses with 
a confidence and precision that'd get her 
though Halo multiplayer without embar- 
rassment. I'm really quite proud. 

Of course, like any good school, LC7 
offers students plenty of opportunity to 
experience—and learn to cope with— 
those intangible challenges of the gaming 
experience that can’t be taught in a class- 
room: the remorse over blowing hours of 
time chasing meaningless medals, the 
vertigo of returning to the real world. 

| just pray she doesn't get The Dreams. v 
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der and pureed | cup of black 
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WALLY USE caitebaut chocolate, 
hesitated—should I really experi- 
{ with such amazing chocolate? | 
ded to give these brownies a real 
ince, so I took the risk. | rinsed the 
ns first to get rid of extra liquid, 


JAG 












2/MAKIN IT 


but because I buy Eden Organic 
beans, | didn’t have to worry about 
rinsing away extra salt. 

Once the chocolate was melted, | 
stirred the mixture together and 
added the puree. | whisked the eggs 
in one at a time, until they were just 
blended. The bean/butter mixture 
didn’t look as weird as I thought it 
might, and, knowing that enough 
chocolate and sugar will make 
(almost) anything taste good, I perse- 
vered. 

In another bowl, I measured the 
flour, cocoa and salt and stirred 
everything together. I stirred the sugar 
into the wet ingredients and then 
added the flour mixture. A few swirls 
with my spatula and the concoction 
was ready to go into the pan. Surpris- 
ingly, it looked like brownie batter. 

I baked the brownies on the centre 
rack in the oven for 40-45 minutes 
and took them out when moist 
crumbs stuck to my toothpick. 

Although they were very rich (even 
with the beans), in the spirit of the 
season I decided to ice them. I just 
melted together chocolate, whipping 
cream and vanilla and spread it on 
the cooled brownies. Quite simply, 
yum. 

They were fantastic brownies and 
they tasted just like when I made 


EXPERIENCE 
FINE FRESH MARKET CUISINE 


like you never tasted! 


wnies made with the magical fruit 





them with all butter and no beans. 
Don’t kid yourself into thinking these 
are healthy—with all the chocolate 
and sugar, they are anything but. 
However, they are “healthier” than 
without the beans. If you can sneak a 
bit of nutrition into something, why 
not do it? 

1 would certainly make these again. 
Next time, I might use barley flour 
instead of white and see where that 
takes me. For now though, I'll just 
enjoy my little squares of heaven, v 


BEVERY Hie THE FARM OF 
BEVERLY Hl 


3 sticks (1 1/2 cups) unsalted butter, 
cut into pieces 

Note: should be 1/2 cup butter and 1 
cup pureed beans 

12o0z fine-quality bittersweet choco- 
late (not unsweetened), chopped 

6 large eggs 

1 1/4 cups cake flour (not self-rising) 


1 cup plus 2 tablespoons unsweet- 
ened cocoa powder (not Dutch 
process) 

3 cups sugar 

1/2 teaspoon salt 


CHOCOLATE GANACHE 


6 oz bittersweet chocolate 
1/2 cup whipping cream 
1/2tsp vanilla 





{ueSaaY nights 
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CHRIS WINTERS 
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open stage with joe bird 
UPCOMING SHOWS! 


Thursday Dec 20th 


THE UNCAS 


Thursday Dee 27th 


Mourning Wood 
--10616=82 ave. 414-6766 


OrV¥-t:Retelyiee 
BROILER 4 TAPROOM 


This week check out 


ALL THE ACTION! 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 21 NEW JERSEY DEVILS 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 23 is CHIGAGD BLACKHAWKS 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 27 VS © ANAHEIM DUCKS 


NFL THIS WEEK! 


THURSDAY - STEELERS vs. RAMS 
SATURDAY - COWBOYS vs. PANTHERS 


NEW YEARS TICKETS -ON SALE NOW! 


DOWNTOWN - GALL 423 1643 FOR INFO > SOUTHSIDE -GALL 485 1717 FOR INFO 


GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE FOR LAST 
MINUTE STOCKING STUFFERS! 


(0204-111 ST WAITEMUD CROSSING 


492-1042 | 4Q6-1717 
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* Coasons Eatings oe 


Visit COBS BREAD and 
® ireat yourself to our featured 
holiday delights 















Fruit Mince Tarts 
> Walnut & Cranberry Loaf 


We make great party guests, 
let us entertain you... 
come in and place your 
holiday orders in advance 
so you won't miss out on 
your desired delights! 


> 


NEw YEA 


NIG OF REVELRY 
< SENSUAL RAVISHMENT 


DRINK SPECIAL 


IBY - 15 DOOR Sa 
CODE IN EFFECT 4. 
BEGINS AT BP P 


Wd141-147 Sita 
call 482-. ) for reservations 


www. MOLE ap yar 
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VIVIAN ZENARI / vivian@vueweekly.com 

© matter what your spiritual 
Neen or cultural origin, 

December in Canada often 
means a month of scrambling through 
crowded stores to buy presents and 
the stress of attending family gather- 
ings or work-sponsored social func- 
tions. As a result, the holiday season 
leads to organizational and guilt- 
induced nightmares with a financial 
boot to the head. 

Why not take a day off from your 
worries, real or imagined, and cook 
yourself a simple feast with no strings 
attached? Have yourself a merry little 
Festivus feast. 

As you may know, Festivus was 
promoted in a 1997 episode of Sein- 
Jeld. George Costanza’s father invent- 
ed the holiday as an antidote to the 
barrage of holidays in the last weeks 
of December and early January. Frank 
Costanza’s holiday was inspired by a 
real family tradition in the household 
of scriptwriter Daniel O'Keefe. 

O'Keefe modified his family’s Fes- 
tivus for the TV series, and this ver- 
sion has subsequently gained enough 
followers for a YouTube presence. The 
O'Keefe Festivus has no set date of 
celebration, since the O'Keefes held it 
whenever they needed a holiday, but 
on the show, the holiday occurred Dec 
23. Festivus is marked by two major 
rituals, the Airing of Grievances and 
Feats of Strength, along with a ritual 
aluminium pole that substitutes for a 
Christmas tree. 

Whether or not you wish to follow 
the rituals is your own business. But 
might I recommend a festival feast for 
Festivus? The O’Keefe family tended 
to serve turkey or other animal meat, 
or as Daniel O'Keefe says in his book 
The Real Festivus, “something that felt 
pain as it died.” 

Rather than serve a turkey dinner, 
which has strong ties to North Ameri- 
can Thanksgiving and Christmas, set 
a menu that pays homage to real 
December celebrations. Try a menu 
both ecumenical and economical, 
both in money and in time. 


KOFTA (MEATBALLS) FOR EID UL-ADHA 


According to the Figh Council of 
North America, in 2007 this Muslim 
holiday occurs on December 19. Eid 
ul-Adha, the Festival of Sacrifice, 
marks the end of Hajj (pilgrimage to 
Mecca) and celebrates the story of 
Ibrahim (Abraham) and his willing- 
ness to sacrifice his son Ishmael! for 
God (though God stops him and 
Ibrahim sacrifices a ram instead). 
Muslims sacrifice an animal and eat 
one-third of it, giving the rest to the 
poor. A meat dish is therefore appro- 
priate for this religious day. Middle 
Eastern in origin, koftas are meat- 
balls made of beef or lamb, oven- 


DISH 





2/TIME QUT 


cooked in gravy. The spices (allspice, 
pepper and oregano) set koftas apart 
from other meatballs. 


LATKES yoae PANCAKES) FOR 
HANUKKA 


This year, Hanukkah began on 
December 5; the eight-day celebration 
marked the miracle of a one-day sup- 
ply of sacred oil lasting eight days. 
According to Joan Nathan’s Jewish 
Holiday Cookbook, \atkes are probably 
an adaptation of Ukrainian potato 
pancakes infused with Jewish reli- 
gious symbolism. Though variants 
exist, the best-known latkes in North 
America are spoonfuls of potato-and- 
onion batter fried in vegetable oil. 
Latkes should be crisp and golden 
brown, and since they taste so good 
and are quickly gobbled up, it’s best to 
have a kitchen crew churn them out 
in large batches. 


ANCIENT ROMAN SALAD FOR SATUR- 
NALIA 


The Romans knew how to party. Late 
December and early January were full 
of feasts. Saturnalia (the Feast of Sat- 
urn) spanned three to seven days, 
roughly in the week of December 17 
to 23. Drinking and eating were a 
large part of all Roman festivals, but 


Saturnalia was Dionysian in its" 


excesses. It was one of the more pop- 

ular feasts because social hierarchies 

and rules went topsy-turvy. 
Nevertheless, since Festivus is sup- 





posed to steer away from excess, cel- 
ebrate Saturnalia with a subtle salad 
Patrick Faas’s Around the Roman 
Table: Food and Feasting in Ancien 
Rome is one of many cookbooks thal 
make classical Roman cooking acces- 
sible to contemporary kitchens 

Faas's book includes a salad recipe 
by Roman writer Columella. The salad 
is a mixture of fresh coriander, parsley 
and mint pounded in a mortar with 
fresh cheese (try bocconcini) and a leek 
It is seasoned with thyme, oil, vinegar 
and pepper, The combination of fresh 
thin-leaved herbs and the moist chunks 
of cheese is unforgettable: Columella’s 
salad would be wonderful for a summet 
Festivus celebration. 


cae (FRUIT SALAD) FOR KWAN- 


This relatively new holiday is not reli- 
gious, but founded to celebrat« 
African-American culture. Thoug! 
Kwanzaa spans Dec 26 to Jan |! 
December 31 is the day of feasting 
(Karamu). 
Since the word Kwanzaa is derive¢ 
from a Swahili word meaning “firs! 
fruits,” finish off Festivus wit! 
ambrosia, a fruit salad. Some 
ambrosia recipes call for many ve" 
eties of fruit and sweet additions suc" 
as whipping cream and mini marsh- 
mallows. | recommend a simpler ver- 
sion: chunks of apples, oranges an° 
pineapple in a brown-sugar syrP 
topped with a dried coconut garnish 
These easy recipes are sure to giv¢ 
you a much-needed and multiethni 
break from the hectic routines of the 
holiday season. Happy Festivus! ¥ 
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sod deed for the day. 
ound that you can take any recipe 
eplace half of the butter with the 
amount of pureed beans. Since I 
dy had a brownie recipe, I decid- 
9 use that. Knowing what the 
ies “normally” taste like would 
e better compare results. 
waited until | had a free morning 
‘an empty house; I wanted to be 
no one knew about the secret 
edient. | knew the response would 
ss than enthusiastic when it 
ie time to sample them. I preheat- 
lhe oven to 350° and dug out my 
pan. | lined the pan with parch- 
t paper to better extract the 
nies without leaving behind 
or bits. 
ile | was melting the chocolate 
ihe microwave, I dug out my 
nder and pureed | cup of black 
along with 1/2 cup melted but- 
to add enough liquid so that the 
5 pureed properly. Chunks of 
s would be less appealing. 








WALLY USE catiebaut chocolate, 
hesitated—should I really experi- 
{ with such amazing chocolate? | 
ded to give these brownies a real 
ince, so | took the risk. | rinsed the 
S first to get rid of extra liquid, 











2/MAKIN IT 


but because I buy Eden Organic 
beans, I didn’t have to worry about 
rinsing away extra salt. 

Once the chocolate was melted, | 
stirred the mixture together and 
added the puree. | whisked the eggs 
in one at a time, until they were just 
blended. The bean/butter mixture 
didn’t look as weird as | thought it 
might, and, knowing that enough 
chocolate and sugar will make 
(almost) anything taste good, I perse- 
vered. 

In another bowl, I measured the 
flour, cocoa and salt and stirred 
everything together. I stirred the sugar 
into the wet ingredients and then 
added the flour mixture. A few swirls 
with my spatula and the concoction 
was ready to go into the pan. Surpris- 
ingly, it looked like brownie batter. 

I baked the brownies on the centre 
rack in the oven for 40-45 minutes 
and took them out when moist 
crumbs stuck to my toothpick. 

Although they were very rich (even 
with the beans), in the spirit of the 
season | decided to ice them. I just 
melted together chocolate, whipping 
cream and vanilla and spread it on 
the cooled brownies. Quite simply, 
yum. 

They were fantastic brownies and 
they tasted just like when | made 


nies made with the magical fruit 





them with all butter and no beans. 
Don’t kid yourself into thinking these 
are healthy—with all the chocolate 
and sugar, they are anything but 
However, they are “healthier” than 
without the beans. If you can sneak a 
bit of nutrition into something, why 
not do it? 

1 would certainly make these again. 
Next time, I might use barley flour 
instead of white and see where that 
takes me. For now though, I'll just 
enjoy my little squares of heaven. vw 


BEEN HLL THE FARM OF 
BEVERLY Hl 
















3 sticks (1 1/2 cups) unsalted butter, 
cut into pieces 

Note: should be 1/2 cup butter and 1 
cup pureed beans 

1202 fine-quality bittersweet choco- 
late (not unsweetened), chopped 

6 large eggs 

11/4 cups cake flour (not self-rising) 

1 cup plus 2 tablespoons unsweet- 
ened cocoa powder (not Dutch 
process) 

3 cups sugar 

{/2 teaspoon salt 


CHOCOLATE GANACHE 


6 oz bittersweet chocolate 
1/2 cup whipping cream 
1/2 tsp vanilla 
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25 years of High Leve 


JEREMY DERKSEN / jeremy@vueweekly.com 
T= High Level Diner recently 
celebrated its 25th anniversary 
with a new lease on life and an 
old take on the menu, bringing back 
original menu items and prices from 


their first year in business. It was in 
1982 that a small group of industry 


veterans-turned-entrepreneurs decid- - 


ed to step out on their own. 

“We were all working at the 
Creperie,” recalls Kim Franklin, one of 
the founding partners. “None of us 
really had any money, but we had 
some people with skills. We took the 
old Abominable Snowman building 
and converted it.” 

With the recession, it was a difficult 
time to start a business, but they 
made it work in their favour. “It was 
just after the National Energy Pro- 
gram. Lots of people were losing their 
businesses, their homes. The econo- 
my had tanked,” Franklin remembers. 
“Their misfortune became our good 
fortune; there was a lot of good sec- 
ond-hand equipment for sale.” They 
bought carpet on auction from the 
Macdonald Hotel, which was closing 
at the time. One of the partners had a 
relation in the antique business who 
supplied all the furniture. From there, 
they pulled it together with sweat and 
determination. 

“We painted, we laid carpet, we 
basically did it ourselves,” she says 
“That's how it came together—lots of 
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people with good intentions and some 
good ideas, good timing, great loca~ 
tion and great food.” 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS LATER, the Diner 
is an Edmonton institution. On the 
anniversary, I stopped in for lunch 
with a few friends, curious to see the 
celebration and taste flavours of 1982 
a la High Level. We accepted a friend- 
ly offer of complimentary Bellinis for a 
little lunchtime decadence and then 
turned to the special, one-day-only 
menu. The glossy one-pager had been 
designed specially for the occasion 
but I knew that both the menu items 
and prices were taken from an 
authentic 1982 menu which they still 
keep at the Diner. 

The dishes from 1982 wouldn't 
seem out of place on today’s menu. In 
fact, some still are on the menu, like 
their famous spinach pie or the Ural 
burger. Others, like the curried chick- 
en or chicken enchiladas, are gone 
but not forgotten. 

“A lot of people ask us, ‘When are 
you going to bring that back?’” 
Franklin laughed. Based on the 
response at the anniversary, would 
they consider bringing any particular 





100A St. 


Whee F intel 


items back on a more regular basis? 
“We might run them again for a peri- 
od of time, but it’s a matter of finding 
the space. I really like the chocolate 
éclair,” she admits. 

Feeling wealthy, my two friends 
and I ordered the spinach salad and 
the curried chicken (neither are on 
today’s menu), and two spinach pies. 
My large plate of spinach salad lay- 
ered with boiled egg, bacon slices, 
peppers and vinaigrette was only $2. 
The curried chicken came cubed on a 
bed of plump rice slathered in a rich 
but mild yellow curry. With a fruit cup 
side dish, it was only $5.50. The crispy 
phyllo, salty feta and earthy spinach 


sWatemeaulll 
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Every entre comes with our 
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in the spinach pie were delectable as 
usual, again for only $5.50. For all 
three of us, the final bill was $18.50 
before tax and tip. If only those were 
everyday prices, I might never cook 
again. 


BESIDES THE NOVELTY of 1980s pricing, 
sampling from the Diner's first menu 
provided insight into the restaurant's 
evolution. The menu may change, but 
since its inception the Diner has com- 
bined international flavours with a 
healthy focus. My wife, a vegetarian, 
remembers it as one of the only 
places she could get a real vegetarian 
meal (something more than just a 
green salad) 15 years ago. 

“Right from the beginning we had a 
focus on healthy, hearty foods. It’s 
interesting that the rest of the world 
has finally caught up on that,” says 
Franklin. “We've always had an inter- 
national menu, since many of us have 
travelled and we're interested in the 
world. | think it’s a reflection of what 
we do, how we live our lives. It’s all 
intertwined.” 

The celebration brought in both 
new and old customers, and well 
wishes from as far as England and 





















range of highly practical and exciting wine 

education programs, satisfying the needs of 
the novice and enthusiast through to 
stimulating studies for the expert and 
professional sommelier. 





Wine and Spirit Education 
Trust (WSET). WSET is 
widely referred to as 

the “Gold Standard” in 
global wine 

education, 


Classes start in 
JANUARY! 


THE INTERNATIONAL 
CULINARY SCHOOL* 


at The Art Institure of Vancouver 










| lovin 


Professional Wine 
Education for all Levels 


Wine and Spirit Education Trust (WSET) 


Come experience The Art Institute’s comprehensive 


Los Angeles, said Franklin, But p=;. 
haps the most poignant momen; 
were reserved for Patrick Turner’, 
visit. Until recently, Tumer owned th, 
properties where the Sugarbowl any 
High Level Diner were tenants , 
developer had offered him a hug. 
sum for the properties, one which nei. 
ther restaurant could match. Insteag 
of selling out, though, he offered \),, 
properties to the two restaurants a 
half the price he could have g 
from any number of developers, 

“Pat came in with a friend and 3; 
he was sitting there customers wey; 
coming up and thanking him for wha 
he’d done,” says Franklin. "By the 
time he left, he was crying.” 

Turner's generous move and the 
response it engendered reflect (he 
deep affection many Edmontonians 
have for the restaurant. The Hioh 
Level’s success can be attributed toa 
number of things that have remained 
consistent throughout the years 
exceptional service, an elegant y 
comfortable atmosphere, a pri 
location and a strong menu filled wit 
wholesome, flavourful choices. Bu 
there's more to it than that. 

“A few years ago, our cust¢ 
held an appreciation dinner f 
They planned the evening, played 
tender and we were the custom 
the night,” Franklin recalled, “I v 
touched. Working here you can 
yourself, and our customers are the 
same. We have a real appreciation fo 
our guests and many of them have 
become friends. There's a sense 6! 
family here. It’s a good place to be 

For Franklin, Hong Vu and the rest 
of their partners johnny Tran, Diannt 
Ellerbeck and chef Debbie Parker), it 
a relief to know that they no lor 
have to worry about leaving the p 
they've called home for 25 years 
many regulars who have celebrated 
special moments, found a second 
home and maybe even met (hell 
spouses here, that feeling is mutual. ¥ 
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4.800.667.7288 
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A gift of wine that won't suck 


2) NICE LEGS 


= JAMES LYLE 
= picelegs@vueweekly.com 


JAMES LYLE / sivelegs@vueweekly.com 

it’s never too late to buy someone a gift 
that doesn’t suck. I've decided to give you 
a couple of Old World wine options that 
should inspire your loved ones’ palates 
without killing your wallet. 


MARCHES! DE’ FRESCOBALD! 
CHIANTI lil le DI NIPPOZ- 


wh RISERVA 2 


Like most Old World wines, this one has a 
flame that goes on forever. | wish they 
could figure out a way to simplify, but | 
don’t speak Italian and | suppose each of 
the words serves a purpose. 

This deep, raspberry-red wine emits a 
Surprisingly mellow nose when poured. It 
has a consistency surprising in such a 
young wine. | also noticed some blackber- 
fy in the odours. With the first sip, well- 
®volved tannins and nice fruit cruise 
















'y sauce, potatoes and ‘maple-glazed 
I, you can get in touch 


through the taste. It developed very well 
through the mouth and held its strength 
until just before | swallowed. 

It then gave way to nearly nothing- 
ness. The fullness of body, which | 
expected from a Sangiovese, was wel- 
come but never overwhelming. My only 
concern was how quickly the flavours 
evaporated. Still, at less than $25, this is 
a great wine. 


CHATEAU PEY LA TOUR 
es SUPERIOR 2003 


Hailing from Gironde, on Bordeaux's left 
bank, the terroir demands that this wine 
be a Merlot with some Cabernet to round 
it out. However, Chateau Pey La Tour 
added some Cab Franc and Petit Verdot to 
give it depth and spice. 

When poured, this purplish wine emit- 
ted a full nose with a hint of tannins and 
alcohol. It started very well, offering hints 
of plum. It evolved well to the middle of 
the palate but then gave way very quickly 
This wine is ready to drink now, and at 
the price, is Gallic experience with suffi- 
cient je ne sais quoi for Christmas. w 


with your Druidic side. Call 429.0740 
for details. 


AND A FABULOUS FESTIVUS TO YOU 

We here at Dish wish you a Merry 
Christmas, a (belated) Happy Hanukkah, 
a joyous Eid al-Adha, a festive Dong Zhi, 
a wondrous Yule and a_ fulfilling 
Kwanzaa. We're sorry for missing out of 
wishing you a tranquil Bodhi Day or a 
delightful Diwali. Whatever your flavour, 
happy holidays to you and yours. Watch 
for more great eats and our “best of 
2007" in the first week of the new year. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an event, 
an announcement or some substantiat- 
ed gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com 
or fax 426.2889. 
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Victoria Laine 
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For non-sinfu! 
chocolate, go 
to Health 


ELLA JAMESON / ella@vueweakly.com 

hen I first laid eyes on Vic- 

toria Laine’s Health by 

Chocolate, 1 knew that the 
beautifully designed, soft-cover cook- 
book and I were going to be intimate 
friends. Like the insightful partner 
who knows my every mood, we were 
destined to form an enduring bond. 

A self-proclaimed “addicted” nutri- 
tion counselor, Laine brings joy back 
to the dessert table through her 
insightful and holistic guide to cook- 
ing the humble cocoa bean—health- 
fully. Long thought of as the bad boy 
of the pastry world, chocolate has had 
a reputation for being less than 
wholesome. In fact, cocoa is chock 
full of endorphin-triggering, mood- 
lifting, hormone-balancing phyto- 
chemicals and heart-smart 
anti-oxidants. 

When prepared in its darkest, 
most natural form, chocolate can be 
a healthy addition to the North 


—) COOKBOOK 
= | HEALTH BY CHOCOL!T 
oe AY VICTORIA LAINE L 
— | OWL MEDICINE BOOKS 2008, 24.5 


American diet. Laine dem¢ 
how to avoid the pitfalls of fat" 
milk chocolate and embre“! 
healthy benefits of the pure 
chocolates. Cocoa is not om! 
for you, it’s practically a Te“ rel 
in your diet. 

The holiday season gene!” 
array of not-so-health 
brownies, macaroons 
tempting treats, many © 
up languishing uneaten In 
cans. Mine end up slow!) 
hard on a plate in the off 
room. It’s not that I don’t like 
just can’t justify the estima 
calories in a single, hip-seek!"?") 
aroon. 

Laine puts your mind at ¢ 


oll 
ast 





her thoughtful insights and simple recipes. Stay 
away from milk chocolate, processed flours and 
refined sugars and you're on your way to enjoy- 
ing chocolate without guilt. 


| DECIDED TO PUT some of her recipes to the test 


at an impromptu games night with a half-dozen 
hungry, chocolate-loving friends. With a list in 
hand, | headed to the nearest organic food mar- 
Ket. | usually shop at a big-name grocery chain, 
where the frozen pizzas are conveniently locat- 
ed adjacent to the antacid tablets, so 1 predicted 
a challenge. 

Like a deer in the headlights, 1 prodded medi- 
um-firm tofu and fondled packages of pitted 
Gates. 1 bought a bar of 100 per cent unsweet- 
ened dark chocolate, a bag of whole wheat pas- 
try flour and a half-kilo of raw sugar. | topped 
that up with a bottle of La Belle Province’s 
Maple syrup and some organic strawberries. I 
bought pecans, almonds and coconut milk. 
Before long, | had a shopping cart filled with 
€nough to feed a crowd of famished vegans. 

''m a fairly competent cook, but I'm the Milli 
Vanilli of baking. I've faked my way through 
More than a few family barbeques with the 
HevioUs use of a store-bought pie and a well- 

‘orm Salvation Army pie plate. 

‘Still, 1 folded and blended, whipped and 
Stirred my way through five recipes in Laine’s 
®asy-to-follow cookbook. When I was done, | 

fad a plate of Baked Strawberry Puddles: cored, 
stulfed with dark chocolate and floating in an 
‘ ange-ginger sauce. | balanced a dollop of 
silky Whipped Topping made from tofu, maple 
"up and cashews on each oven-warmed 
strawberry. 

- These went over very well, each one stabbed 

th an €scargot fork doing double duty as a 

taWberry pick. Just the right amount of orange 
|__. ad ginger gave them a hint of the exotic, 

ugh they took only minutes to prepare. 


That's the kind of dessert I respect—it makes me 
look like a skilled chef when a trained monkey 
probably could have stuffed the fruit with 
chocolate. 

1 proudly created a dishful of Laine’s Passion 
in a Pan, a layered concoction of peaches, pas- 
try and pecans, topped with a sinfully delicious 
Creamy Chocolate Banana Custard. 

This dessert looked so decadent that several 
of panic-stricken friends called out, “Just a small 
piece for me!” and “I'll share with someone!” | 
explained that, although there were calories 
present, they were far less than my guests might 
expect. While | graciously read out the list of 
ingredients, the whole pan managed to disap- 
pear. | was glad I'd had the foresight to put my 
share aside. 

Not everything was as successful. My self-con- 
fidence came to a halt when I attempted the 
Double Double Chocolate Fudge Brownies. 
Instead of a firm prune-and-almond brownie, I 
ended up with a pan of mushy, prune-flavoured 
pudding. Though surely popular with the nurs- 
ing-home crowd, the dish was as firm and attrac- 
tive as the latest incarnation of Britney Spears. 

My friends were very supportive, rolling it 
around in their mouths while trying to think of 
just the right word to describe my culinary dis- 
aster. “Very prune-y,” one brave friend ventured 
through a forced smile. I wasn't put off. | knew I 
had done a pretty good job for a novice. 

Health by Chocolate is not only a lovely book 
filled with beautiful photos of mouth-watering 
drinks, puddings, cakes and cookies, it’s a trib- 
ute to the joy of recapturing a guilt-free relation- 
ship with one of nature’s most pure foods. With 
careful attention to detail, Laine brings her 
experience as a nutrition counselor, a wellness 
instructor and yoga teacher together in her first 
book. At $24.95, it’s an ideal gift for the holiday 
season, or a perfect excuse to bake for the ones 
you love. v 
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KEITH LIGGET / keithl@vueweekly.com 


ost of the world celebrates 
New Year's on the eve of 
January 1. I celebrate New 


Year’s when my ski tips drop off the 
ramp and I carve into the first turn of 
the first run of the winter. Every 
year—this is true—I say to myself, 
“Happy New Year." 

Fernie Alpine Resort was sched- 
uled to open Dec 8. On Sun, Dec 1,1 
woke to 20 cm of snow in my front 
yard and falling snow thick in the air. 
A breathless snow. Through the day 
flakes piled high on telephone lines 
and fences until the weight became 
too much and the snow collapsed. By 
noon my second step was buried. By 
the end of the day, my car sat, 
wheels fully hidden, a white on white 
shadow in a field of promise. This 
would be a good year. 

Then on Monday it rained. A cold, 
two-degrees, hard winter rain. The 
snow compacted. Through cloud 
breaks, the trees half way up Mt Fer- 
nie distinctly showed the transition 
line between rain and the snow. Snow 
fell continuously up high. 

On Wednesday and Thursday late, 
patrol bombed the mountain. My yard 
devolved into a patchwork of snow 
and winter grass. Thursday evening, 
standing looking up at the ridge of the 
Lizard Range above the lifts, 1 would 
see a puff of snow and half a minute 
later hear the boom. It was too far to 
see what dropped. 

In town at Freshies and in the bars, 
the talk played on skiing. Would it be 
any good? Folks who hiked said it 
was fine. Folks sitting on bar stools 
drank and listened skeptically. Every 


voice carried an expectant edge. 

A skiff of snow dropped Friday 
night then the temp dropped into the 
minus twenties as the clouds cleared. 
Not wanting to brave the initial 
assault on the mountain, we ambled 





Ring in the skier’s New Year 
with insider’s guide to Fernie 


weekend, but it feels like it 





little pond make some waves. 


For eats in town, the Red Tree Lodge will open this season, with a chef from the 
Alps and a pedigree as long as your arm. Yama Goya still offers the finest sushi this 
side of the Ginza. The Curry Bowl, Kelvin’s Kitchen; the Cedar Garden and Sawai Thai 
add more Asian zip. For the less adventuresome, Rip'n Richard's dishes up a tradi- 
tional fare and a fine wood fired pizza. If you're really beat, Elk Valley Pizza delivers a 


great pie to your door 


Fernie’s not big, so the choice will not be broad. But it will always be choice. w 


On the mountain, the day lodge received a much-needed and long overdue facelift. 
Now that amenities are of this century, it's comfortable, clean and warm. For on the 
hill aprés, the Griz remains the same—as It should: great beer, nachos and good 
times after the lifts shut down. As they do ever year, the resort plans a ton of events, 
from rail jams to extreme skiing championships. There may not be something every 


in town, Fernie has finally matured to the point of having live music almost every 
night. Running from heavy metal to jazz to blues, the mix is eclectic. If you drop down 
mid-week, make the Wednesday night Jazz Session at the Brick House Bar and Grill. 
A mix of local and traveling musicians sit in. The night starts out with straight ahead 
jazz and morphs in a random direction—BB King to Led Zeppelin. The core group 
draws from a local talent pool of musical refuges off the touring scene. Big fish ina 








22 WWEWEEKLY 


DEC 20.~-DEC 26, 2007 













up around 10 am Saturday morning. 
The close lot was full and they were 
parking in the first lower lot ... a slow 
day. Looking up at the mountain, the 
light skiff of snow hid the tracks of the 
control work. | wondered how much 
dropped? 


THE REPORTS SAID jimited terrain. 
From the looks of the bottom, it 
would be severely limited. The air was 
clear with a bitter biting cold. We took 
the Timber quad. Puckerbrush broke 
the snow until at least half way up the 
lift and then brush became an oddity 
rather than a norm. Near the top a 
small slide ran directly off the last 
face below the chair. A couple more 
ran off on steep faces to the left. The 
cold sharpened the air and our cheeks 
burned. 

As I slid off the chair, chanting 
“Happy New Year," | looked around, 
thinking back to the summer days up 
here. This was fine. No rocks. Lots of 
snow. We dropped down Heartland to 
the White Pass Quad. A little hard, but 
the edges held, even with the half- 
assed tune I threw last night. Go here? 
Go there? Everywhere we went there 
was plenty of snow and no lines. Rid- 
ing up White Pass, it looked like 
everything bombed had dropped. 
Everything. The Knot Chutes all termi- 
nated in jumbled blocks of avi debris. 

At the top of White Pass the moun- 
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=| FERNIE ALPINE 
RESORT 


tain lay in full on winter. No issue 
with snow here. For the first couple of 
runs we remained on the groomers. 
Then, feeling brave, dropped into the 
trees off Shakey's Acres and made a 
few turns in the soft stuff, then back 
on the groomed. The snow was hard 
with a few centimetres on top to soft- 
en it up. Easy turning. On the hard, if 
you rode your edges, drove your 
knees, it was just perfect hard snow. 
Not ice. Just hard, fast snow. Racer 
chaser with soft stuff on the edges. 
Run after run. Shakey’s Acres. Over 
here. Back to Heartland. Over there. 
In the trees between. And finally, I 
realized maybe, just maybe I should 
still be able to feel my toes. And my 
nose. The rest of the group realized 
the same lack of feeling. It was cold. 
The question became download or 
ski? “We came here to ski, let's ski.” 
So we skied to the bottom. Staying on 
the cat track, only at the very bottom, 
where the cats pulled dirt from the 
shallow snow pack, did we find rocks. 


THE NEXT DAY, realizing we spent the 


whole previous day on the new 











mountain, we hopped on the Elk 
Quad and then skied over to the Great 
Bear. Again a skiff of snow softened 
the hard and skiing was technical, but 
effortless. 

The Bear, a couple runs over in 
Lizard Bowl, back to the Bear and 
back into the Bowl. On the old side 
more puckerbrush seemed to be pres- 
ent. The slipping hitch in your turn as 
the ski found a broken branch 
became common. Still no rocks. 

Again, we skied far longer than 
prudent and descended with frizzed 
up toes and noses for a well-deserved 
beer in the Griz. As I wiggled my toes, 
wondering at the needles of pain 
emanating from such little digits, | 
thought back to earlier in the week, 
sitting with a gang at a table in the 
Brick House, a great Fernie bar and 
bistro. Someone, I don’t remember 
who, asked Sean if he was going up 
on this weekend. A long time mogu! 
competitor, he answered, “Of course.” 
Laughing, “Frozen white stuff on an 
inclined plane? It’s all good.” 

And despite the naysayers, the 
groomers and staff at Fernie Alpine 
Resort out-performed in creating @ 
great experience for those believing 
and having faith, “It’s all good.” 

Sure, the steeps weren't open, but 
one good snow and that will change. 

In fact, it was great as is. Happy 
New Year. Vv 
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As we get a bit older, the bumps can start 
to take their toll on our bodies. | used to 
blast away like a banshee blowing them 
apart. Especially in the spring. Those rock 
hard bustard bumps that had thrown me 
around all season long, especially on bit- 
ter cold days, were now at my mercy. 
However, now, even on warm spring days 
they seem to be fighting back. 

If this is happening to you too, it’s time 
you learned the “Chubby Checker” method 
of skiing the bumps—it's all about the 
twist. As you gaze down into the mogul- 
strewn abyss, repeat this simple phrase 
over a few times while visualizing the 
actions: “back straight, bend legs, turn skis 
and straighten legs.” And again: “back 
straight, bend legs, turn skis and straight- 
en legs.” Then convert it into action. 

This is obviously not the only way 
down, but it sure is a much lower impact 
approach. If it's an intermediate run, you 
can open up the turns a bit more. An 
expert steep requires a tighter turn, but 
“back straight, bend legs, turn skis, 
straighten legs” applies here too. If you 
start with a straight back, you can bend 
your knees to absorb impact. You'll find 
that when your legs are bent, you want to 
turn your skis. This is key. You have 
“unweighted” the skis, and you can liter- 
ally turn your feet to turn your skis. You 
then straighten out your legs, and get 
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ready to absorb the next bump. 

One important thing to keep in mind is 
to turn your feet properly; you can’t be sit- 
ting back. While you're standing in the lift 
line try this: sit back and try to turn your 
feet. You just can not get much leverage. 
Now lean forward with your shins resting 
gently on your boot tongues. It's much 
easier to get a good twist happening, 





Edmonton's Best Selection of Snowboards. 
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www. TheEasyRider.com 


right, Chubby Checker? Actually, you can 
try this sitting on your ass in front of the 
TY. Pull your feet up off the carpet and 
turn your feet. Up again and turn the 
other way. Easy huh? Use this technique 
to slither your way down any bump run 
and you will arrive at the bottom with 
your knees intact and a smile on your 
face. Give it a try. w 
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valley kids of a different breed rock Red Deer hill, learn skills 


BOBBI BARBARICH / bebbi@vueweekly.com 
anyon Ski Area is an enjoy- 
able, family-friendly hill eight 
kilometres east of Red Deer. 

Located in the Red Deer River valley, 

Canyon offers a pretty visage from the 

top of the hill—complete with grazing 

cattle and a pump jack to remind you 
you're in the heart of central Alberta. 

Driving down Highway 2, visible 
field stubble and dry pavement had 
me worrying the trip would be futile. 
Following the winding road down into 
the valley however, token white trees 
began to ease my concern—snow 
makers were in full effect. Brown 
grass gave way to several inches of 
manmade snow, well dispersed over 
the entire hillside. 

Canyon has a 164-metre vertical 
and several gradations on 13 runs. It 
reminded me instantly of Whispering 
Pines in northern Alberta, the valley 
hill hidden between farmers’ fields 
where | first learned to ski. Canyon is 
considerably larger, however—five 
different lifts service a good variety of 
trails. Beginners will not be frustrated 
by long ski outs or congested line- 
ups, despite 500 - 1000 visitors per 
weekend. 


YOUNG SKIERS AND snowboarders 
and their families are certainly the 
focus at Canyon. The vast majority 
of the crowd was wearing either 
Nancy Green pinnies or iPods and 
white camo snow pants. A wee boy 
with wire glasses, blue pinnie and 
bright yellow jacket was next to us. 
The round button on his jacket read 
“Jordan P.” He assessed me with a 
puzzled look and asked if the 
boarder ahead of us was my son. 
Perhaps he was puzzled because 
the boarder was about my age, but 
the two of us were close to the old- 
est on the hill—we had to be relat- 
ed in some way, said Jordan. He 
went on to tell me, proudly, that he 
was in the Junior Ski Program, and 
he had already graduated from the 
Kinder Ski Program. 

Canyon has several types of ski and 
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snowboard programs specifically for 
children. The Kinder Ski program 
($100) for four and five year olds is a 
progressive, four-day program. Kids 
aim to ski independently on the 
bunny hill and master the intimidating 
handle tow. The Kinder Ski Improve- 
ment program teaches little skiers to 
ride the T-bar and be confident on 
intermediate slopes. 

The Junior Learn to Ski program 
($160) for six to 12 year olds is 


designed to create skiers capable of 
riding the T-bar and skiing at a low 
intermediate level. It also includes 
four full-day area passes and four 
hour-long lessons, Juniors then have 
access to a two-hour improvement 
program ($220) with the goal of 
improving turning and confidence on 
easy black runs. 

Watching the little packs of hel- 
met-topped snowsuits snowplow 
their way down the hillside, | 
thought about how | learned to 
snowboard. I would have appreciat- 
ed lessons. My first trip up a towrope 


resulted in five stitches—on the 
liftie’s forehead. At Canyon, snow~ 
board programs for seven to 16 year 
olds include two 90-minute lessons 
and day passes. Snowboarders learn 
valuable lessons in turning and 
using the tows, which are always 
awkward disadvantages for beginner 
riders and lifties helping them. 
Feeling rather old after Jordan’s 
assessment, | stood inside the terrain 
park with my camera. Photo-ops were 
everywhere. Almost half the people 
riding the chair made their way into 
the park. Rubber children bounced 











and bumped while older teens rocked 
some tricks for me. 


| LATER LEARNED THIS park has some 
impressive lineage. Canyon was the 
home hill of freestyle aerialist Deidra 
Dionne, 2002 Olympic bronze medal- 
ist. The ski area has a freestyle aerial 
site, nordic jump site, FIS slalom hill 
and a natural luge track. Canyon has 
been around long enough for National 
Ski Team athlete Tasha Tallas—born 
in 1972—to have grown up there. The 
Red Deer Ski Club and the Central 
Alberta Freestyle Club make thei! 
homes at Canyon as well. 

As Alberta’s largest non-mountain 
alpine resort, Canyon’s mandate is to 
teach people how to ski and snow- 
board—something that appears lo 
have been done very well. Canyon 
also encourages teachers to conside! 
how skiing and snowboarding fit the 
physical education curriculum. Th« 
resort even has lesson plans to help 
teachers create an educational trip ' 
the hill, designed to be linked with 
school health and physical education 
subjects. : 

Perhaps I wasn’t the younge>' 
bunny on the hill, but it was amusing 
to reminisce about what could have 
been. Had | the opportunity to stat! 
skiing as young as the little guys liter 
ally screaming past me, maybe | could 
have been a freestyle aerialist. 

If you’re looking for a near-by hil! 
with affordable Jesson programs !0! 
you and your family, Canyon Ski Area 
is a dependable option. Canyon 1S 
open until 9 pm on weeknights. Full 
day adult passes are $37. Half day 
morning specials and two-hour pass 
es are also available. W 
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bobbi@vueweskly.com 
+ a devoted skier, doing 
; but stomping your days 
untainsides in two feet of 
¥, you might be so dedicated 
to change your name. Mr Powder, 
perhaps. Jackie Jib. Or maybe Sherri 
Champagne. But there is one man who 
has lived the resort life for more than 
half of his 60 years, and Serendipity 
herself must have named him. 
Brian Skehill—yes, it is pronounced 
ski hill—has spent 33 years living in 
Jasper and skiing at Marmot Basin. I 
tried to avoid discussing any puns 
about his name, but Skehill noticed my 
pause as I asked him to spell it for me. 

“We were in the ski school room," 
Skehill volunteered over the phone, 
and | introduced myself to a new 19- 
year-old instructor. ‘I’m Brian Skehill,’ 
| said and shook his hand. ‘And I’m 
Joe Toboggan Run,’ the smart bastard 
replied.” 

“That's the best one I've heard,” 
said Skehill. | must agree. 

His past 10 years have been asa 
resort host, a coveted position 
amongst resort rats. Before that, he 
ran ski school races for a decade. 
Skehill has even been around long 
enough to have skied Marmot well 
before the Knob existed. Now there is 
someone you would want to show 
you around, 

"Most of my clients are British or 
European. Edmontonians don’t use 
the host service,” explained Skehill. 


= PEOPLE 


“But Marmot has a huge amount of 
area most people don’t recognize. 
Using the host is a good way to see 
the mountain.” 

But Skehill only ever took his 
clients down intermediate runs. 
"There's too much liability. 1 don’t 
want to be responsible for that,” he 
cautioned. After assessing how well 
they could ski, he might have taken 
them up to the Knob. 

It’s best to catch him between 
tours, which leave the bottom chalet 
at 10 am and | pm, and usually last 
about 90 minutes. Marmot resort 
hosts are expected to be ready to tour 
people during those times, and they 
can enjoy the hill with no obligations 
otherwise. 

What drew Skehill out west, away 
from his hometown of Montreal? "Ski- 
ing Marmot during the week is like 
having your own ski hill. There aren't 
many places like this. And nothing 
out East compares to the Rockies.” 

As a resort host, Skehill enjoyed a 
free season’s pass, a place to park his 
equipment and 50 per cent off food at 
the hill. A cherry deal for one or two 
days per week showing happy, shiny 
tourists around your favorite moun- 
tain. | personally cannot think of a 
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better payment, but he has since hung 
up his host hat. 

“This year is the first I've bought my 
own pass. There isn’t any stress, but 
there is a sense of responsibility. I'm 
just ready to move on, and there are a 
lot of other people coming up who 
can take my place,” explains Skehill. 

Searching for negatives in his posi- 
tion, | asked Skehill if it was a pain to 
chaperone strangers down intermedi- 
ate runs on powder days. “All I said is, 
‘See you later, I'm going skiing.’ What 
were they gonna do, take my pass 
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away? I'd go buy one.’ 

While cordial, Skehill was reluctant 
to brag about any stories—or give 
away any secrets. "There are no 
secrets,” he chided. “At least ones you 
can print.” 


WITH THREE DECADES at Marmot and 


over 40 years since he first strapped 
on skis, Skehill has obviously experi 
enced a lot of advancement in skiing 
technology. Suspecting some of his 
generation to stick to the traditional, | 
asked him what he prefers 


“T get brand new skis every ye 
exclaimed 





“These new skis make it 





can keep up to those young buggers.” 

Though no longer a regular resort 
host, Skehill continues to help Mar- 
mot Basin with some groups. He’s 
also the head bellman at Jasper Inn on 
non-powder days. Perhaps a weath- 
ered veteran on shiny new skis will go 
burning past you some day. But don't 
try any clever jokes about his name 
and ski hills—he's been down a few 
more than you. v 
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TO WIN YOU must BE AFIRST READ SUBSCRIBER - 
THEN SEND YOUR NAME AND DAYTIME PHONE 
(YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS MUST MATCH 


Y Snow 


EAM. 


Snowboards - Skateboards 


Rabbit Hill — 60 cm base, 2 cm new snow. All runs, 
all lifts open. 


Snow Valley — 60 cm base, 0 cm new snow. 8 runs, 


4 lifts open. 


Sun Ridge — 60 cm base, 10 cm new snow. 11 runs, 


} G lifts open. 
Edmonton Ski Chub — N/A 


1 Alberta 


Lake Louise — 122 cm base, 13 cm new snow. 91 


ov runs, 9 lifts open. 
ae Mannot Basin — 71 cm base, 3 cm new snow. 78 


runs, 6 lifts open. 


: “| Mt Norquay — 75 cm base, 5 cm new snow. 28 


runs, 5 lifts open. 

Sunshine Villaga — 120 cm base, 14 cm new snow. 
90 runs, 12 lifts open. 

Nekiski — 63 cm base, 0 cm new snow. 22 runs, 4 
lifts open, 

Castle Mountain — 91 cm base, 0 cm new snow. 3 
runs, 1 lift open. 

Tawatinaw — 24 runs, 4 lifts open. 


B.C. 


Feria (Kootenay Rockies) — 112 cm hase, 20 cm 
new snow. 40 runs, 7 lifts open. 


Mt Washington (Vancouver Island) — 179 cm base, 


13 cm new snow. 50 runs open. 

Panorama (Invermere) — 88 cm base, 9 cm new 
snow. 99 runs, 9 lifts open. 
Powder King (Pine Pass) — 


new snow. 


225 cm base, 41 cm 
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You couLD WIN THIS KICKASS PRIZE! | 
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CONDITION 
‘REPORT 


” Wala Sees — 159 cm base, 83 cm new 
snow. 119 mins open. 

Silver Star — 125 cm base, 22 cm new snow. 38 
runs, 10 lift open. 

Big White — 114 cm hase, 40 cm new snow. 42 
runs, 8 lifts open. 

Apex — 104 cm base, 59 cm new snow. 14 uns, 3 
lifts open. 

Sun Peaks — 129 cm base, 10 cm new snow. 95 
runs, 14 lifts open. 

Kimberley — 102 cm base, 0 new snow. 

Kicking Horsa — 138 cm base, 44 cm new snow. 
Red Mountain — 84 cm base, 24 cm new snow. 
White Water — 158 cm hase, 35 new snow. 
Revelstoke — Opens Dec 22 


U.S.A. 


Big Sky (Montana) — 106 cm base, 3 cm new snow. 
Great Divide (Marysville, MT) — 46 cm hase. 14 runs 
open. 

Schweitzer Mt. (Sandpoint, 1D) — 160 cm base, 68 
cm new snow. 70 runs, 8 lifts open. 

Silver Mt. Resort (Kellogg, 10) — 198 cm hase, 30 
cm new snow, 51 runs, 6 lifts open. 

Sun Valley (Idaho) — 106 cm base, 20 cm new 
snow. 62 runs, 10 lifts open. 

49 North — 142 cm base, 38 em new snow. G6 runs, 
5 lifts open. 

Mit Spokane — 142 cm base, 36 cm new snow. 25 
runs, 4 lifts open. 

Lookout Pass — 190 cm base, 46 cm new snow. 
Crystal Mountain — 183 om hase. 43 runs, 7 lifts 


open. 


All conditions accurate as of Dec 19, 2007 i 
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No room at the inn? 
Check out these deals ... 


=| FALL LINES 


JEREMY DERKSOW 
5 snowzone @vueweekly.com 


If you're finding accommodations booked 
up at your choice destination or the prices 
are too steep, try these options. Panora- 
ma “Ski and Soak” packages including lift 
tickets, hot springs passes and accommo- 
dations start at $89 per person, per night. 
Or, you can get two nights for the price of 
four at Wolf Lake vacation homes on-the 


Dreaming 


hill. From here, Kicking Horse is just down 
the road, and the two resorts are offering 
a great deal on lift tickets through the 
Snowmax card. For $129 per adult, the 
Snowmax card gives you four days of ski- 
ing to use at either resort—but you have 
to buy it before Dec 26. While you can’t 
use the four days between Dec 26 and 
Jan 1, you will get a $15 discount on lift 
tickets during those dates. Snowmax 
cards are available at Mac’s convenience 
stores in Edmonton. For more info, check 
out panoramaresort.com or kicking 
horseresort.com. w 
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if you've been looking for holiday- 
flavoured events or things to do during 
the festive season, stop scouting the 
snow reports and make your move. For 
starters, if you're wondering what to get 
for that hardcore rider who's done it all— 
or if you happen to be that ridet—here’s 
a no-brainer. Brand new Revelstoke 
Mountain Resort opens this Dec 22 with 
a gondola and a high-speed quad servic- 
ing 27 runs formerly only accessible by 
snowcat. Enough said. 

For a line on what's happening around 
the rest of the Western resorts over the 
holidays, start with skircr.com. Resorts of 
the Canadian Rockies (RCR) operates four 


* major resorts—Lake Louise, Fernie, Kim- 


berley and Nakiska—and there's always 
something going on. For families, Santa 





will make appearances at Fernie an 
Louise at Christmas. Shortly after the Griz 
Bar at Fernie will be hosting a New Year's 
party and family fun event. In early Janu 
ary, the Mars Freeski Competition wil 
hammer the slopes at Kimberley. 

Meanwhile, Big White lights up New 
Year's Eve with fireworks and a torchlight 
parade, and sister resort Silver Star plays 
host to the Banff Mountain Film Festival 
World Tour and the 1516 Drop In Rail Jar 
Series (silverstar.com for dates). Closer to 
home, the new year brings Jasper in Jan- 
uary and the host of deals and events 
that come with it, jasperinjanuary.com 
So don't use up all your holiday time eal 
ing turkey and sweets. vw 
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Gaming company is having a Mass Effect on Edmonton 
HOW BIOWARE IS GIVING EDMONTON ACTORS A CHANCE TO STAR IN BLOCKBUSTERS OF A DIFFERENT SORT 


DARREN ZENKO / darren@vueweekly.com 
f an Edmonton actor were to land 
I: starring role in an international 
blockbuster—a blockbuster that 
also cast 12 other hometown 
favourites—we'd never hear the end 
of it, right? 

But if that blockbuster happened to 
be a videogame, well—games don't 
yet have the mainstream-culture 
cachet of film. So you might not have 
heard too much about the contribu- 
tions of city theatre vet Mark Meer 
and a dozen of his colleagues to 
Mass Effect, one of the year’s biggest 
busters of blocks in any medium. 

Selling over a million copies in the 
three weeks since its late-November 
release, Mass Effect, developed here 
by BioWare Corp, puts players in the 
role of interstellar agent Commander 
Shepard and takes them on a galaxy- 
spanning sci-fi adventure. And the 
only thing the denizens of the Mass 
Effect universe like to do more than 
conduct forbidden experiments and 
shoot at you is talk: the game features 


tens of thousands of lines’ worth of 
recorded dialogue. That's a lot of 
work for a lot of actors. 

For Meer, whose voice has featured 
in several other BioWare games includ- 
ing 2005's Jade Empire, being cast as the 
male Shepard—players opting for a 
female character will hear the voice of 
Jennifer Hale—came as a surprise. 

“When I started on this project I 
was doing some writing for them, 
some consulting,” he says. “I was 
brought on to develop the sound of 
each alien race, putting together a 
briefing for the actors who were play- 
ing various aliens. 

“When the voice auditions came 
around, | expected to get something 
because I'd been on BioWare's last 
four or five games. I was hoping for 
some monsters or random bad guys, 
but I ended up getting Shepard.” 


UNLIKE MOST role-playing games, in 
which the protagonist is silent or 
nearly so—the (largely bogus) theo- 
retical rationale is that this increases 








immersion by allowing players to 
imagine their own voices—Mass 
Effect’s cinematic goals called for a 
fully voiced Shepard. That meant a 
year’s worth of recording sessions, 
performing all of the character's 
potential responses to all the other 
characters’ 20 000-odd lines. 

According to voiceover director 
Caroline Livingstone, getting all that 
dialogue—dialogue that might be 
experienced in any order, depending 
on a given player's actions—to flow 
properly was a major challenge. 

“So, here we are, breaking the 
mold,” she says. “And suddenly we're 
dealing with the protagonist talking. 
It’s pretty revolutionary, but you have 
to make that sound OK. How do we 
make it not repetitive, and how do we 
make each tree of dialogue 
flow?” 

In Meer’s case, 
making that con- 
tinuity 


MASS EFFECT 

DESIGNED BY BIOWARE 

FEATURING THEVOICE TALENTS OF MARK MEER, 
JEFF HASLAM, BELINDA CORNISH, JEFF PAGE 
MARIANNE COPITHOANE, GEORGE SZILAGY|, APRIL 
BANIGAN, JOSH DEAN JOHN KIRKPATRICK JOHN 
WRIGHT AND OTHERS 
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happen meant walking a “fine emotion- 
al line” with the character in any given 
moment. 

“You don’t want to sound too over- 
wrought when you're doing the 
voiceover for a videogame,” he 
explains. “That's easy to do, because 
you're just acting with your voice: it’s 
sometimes easier to put a bit too much 
pepper on things. But you can't get too 
excited on any given line, because the 
dialogue might take you back to a line 
previously where you were very calm.” 


ARTS 


Keeping the hero’s tone in line was 
actually easier than voicing minor 
characters, he says. “I had the distinct 
advantage of having everyone else's 
performance in the booth with me, 
and | was able to tailor-my perform- 
ance according to that. When you've 
got the other person’s voice you can 
tell what you have to do—you're not 
going to be screaming at the top of 
your lungs if the other person’s just 
talking at a calm but concerned level.” 

Game development is intensely time- 
and budget-conscious, and 
there's a lot of pressure 
to get the materi- 
al right as 
quick- 









ly and efficiently as possible. An actor 
herself, Livingstone sees Edmonton 
performers, steeped in a long tradition 
of improvisation, as perfect for this kind 
of right-the-first-time environment. 

"There's no rehearsal,” she says. 
“These people are super-talented cold 
readers. That’s one of the most impor- 
tant qualities we look for, because it’s 
sometimes the scripts are finalized 
the night before, then we go into the 
studio and give them to the actor and 
they have to be able to get that done 
within that four-hour session.” 


IT'S THAT LEVEL of talent that’s kept so 
much of BioWare's voiceover produc- 
tion—a welcome source of precious, 
precious paying work—here in the city 
rather than completely farmed out to 
the voiceover epicenter of Los Angeles. 

“A lot of our stuff is done in LA, for 


sure, but the talent pool in LA is larger,” 
says Livingstone. “They have so many 
more voice actors who do that all day 
long—if they're not in the studio they're 
auditioning somewhere as voice actors. 
So, kudos to these local people who get 
in this game, because clearly they're up 
to that LA standard of quality.” 

For Meer, a working actor and 
sci-fi/comic-book/role-playing 
geek from the old school, a year- 
long gig in the role of a kickass 
space hero, playing opposite such 
genre stars as Marina “Counsellor 
Troi” Sirtis and Lance “Bishop” Hen- 
riksen in a multi-million dollar epic 
is basically a dream job. 

"This is pretty major,” he says. “It’s 
one of the best gigs I've had, for sure 
The only way it could possibly be bet- 
ter was if this was a zombie game, or 
a superhero game, or a zombie super- 
hero game.” 

While he hasn't had much time to 
actually play the game he stars in, 
Meer says that after spending devel- 
opment listening to his words come 
out of BioWare's rather thuggish 
default Shepard he’s looking forward 
to using Mass Effect's sophisticated 
face-modeling tools to indulge his 
vanity. 

"They've done some really nice 
work with the subtle facial acting on 
the characters,” he says. “I think | 
might lose some of that subtlety if | 
just go with a complete goon. I’m 
going to take advantage of the char- 
acter creation system to make him 
look exactly like me.” * 

(He informed me in a later update 
that he still hasn’t quite figured it out: 
“I can’t get the neck thin enough,” 
Meer reports. Feel free to use our 
cover as a guide.) 


AS THE GAMES INDUSTRY expands and 
games themselves come to include 
more cinematic material the market 
for voiceover actors continues to 
grow. And voiceover performance 
itself—shirtsleeves acting without the 
hassles of wardrobe and makeup and 
the chaos of being on set—is, in 
Meer’s opinion, “a pretty ideal situa- 
tion for an actor.” 

“| doubt I would have been paid as 
much for a walk-on role in a Holly- 
wood movie,” he says. “To a large 
extent videogames are the future of 
entertainment, so 100 per cent I'm 
sticking with videogames.” 

A split-second later, he checks 
himself: “That doesn’t mean I won't 
pursue movie roles! If anyone 
wants to cast me as a walk-on after 
reading this they're more than wel- 
come.” v 
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Aboriginal artists finding their place in the Sun and Moon 


AGNIESZKA MATEJKO / agnieszka@vueweekly.com 
* ome time ago a frustrating mis- 
S take happened; it led to a series 
of events that now seem almost 
fated. I was out on an errand and 
mixed up an address, There | was, 
caught in frigid wind, walking down 
an empty, darkening street searching 
for a store that wasn’t there. Almost 
about to cry I ran to find some shelter 
in a run-down storefront; to my 
amazement this was no storefront, it 
was an art gallery. Not just any 
2gallery! Obscured by billowing snow 
these were among the best paintings I 
had seen in Edmonton. They were so 
deeply felt and filled with expressive 
power that I was swept—literally and 
figuratively—off my feet. These artists 
could make paint speak with moving 
eloquence. 
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Ever since that day I kept the name 
of the gallery Sun and Moon Vision- 
aries in my purse. But life got in the 
way and it wasn’t until a year later 
that I called. The gallery turned out to 
be as fascinating as my first impres- 
sion suggested. It is a non-profit 
organization that offers cultural pro- 
gramming to Aboriginal youth and 
artisans. It is, according to their mis- 
sion statement, “a sacred space in 
which to receive traditional ancestral 
teaching.” The administrator who 
explained this was very excited to get 
my call. As it turned out, by fate or 
coincidence, the Society was in the 
middle of a big expansion. The SMV 
Grand Gallery Opening was to take 
place in just two weeks. My timing 
was perfect. The inaugural show 
would feature some society partici- 
pants, but also highlight April Mercre- 
di, an accomplished 67-year-old Metis 
mixed media artist 


MERCREDI AND | met in a small room 


where her work was stored in prepa- 
ration for the show. We sat surround- 
.ed by a tight circle of her large 
paintings as she shared fascinating 
stories behind her work. Mercredi 
came to art very late in life and 

nost by accident. For most of her 
didn’t think she had any talent 
but living in Yellowk 
ecided to market a few 
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“They had to be small enough that 
they could pop them into their suit- 
case and off they go to Germany or 
wherever,” she laughs. But Mercredi 
couldn't see art as just a money 
machine. She decided to search deep- 
er and landed in Red Deer College 
where—to her utter surprise—instruc- 
tors advised her to express her life 
experience. “That part of my life, 
growing up, wasn’t important,” she 
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thought, but followed their advice 
nonetheless. 

From then on Mercredi’s work 
became an ever-deepening search, a 
healing journey that filled the vacuum 
of a wounded childhood. It was, as 
Mercredi explains, as if the flood 
gates opened and the answers began 
to emerge in her art. At the same time 
Mercredi became involved with abo- 
riginal sweat lodges and prayer cir- 
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cles. To her, art and spirituality came 
hand in hand—she can recall one 
time when she came out of a sweat 
lodge and rushed to an outstretched 
canvas to put the spiritual experience 
into her art. 


ALTHOUGH ABORIGINAL SPIRITUALITY 


is a powerful force in Mercredi’s art, 
it’s not something she readily shares. 
That's due to a promise she made to 


her mother. It happened a long tin. 
ago, when she was a very little gi 
and was following her mother and ; 
group of people. Her mother turned {, 
her and said, “Don’t’ tell anyone wha; 
we are doing or they will lock us up 
Mercredi understood and made a pac; 
to keep everything Aboriginal! ; 
secret. In those days her mothe, 
feared that sharing Aboriginal spirity. 
ality would land them in prison. Me; 
credi smiles at this now, but keeps the 
promise of silence. 

Nonetheless, Mercredi doesn’t neeq 
words; her art is filled with a spiritua) 
eloquence that sends shivers up your 
spine. For instance, in the mixeg 
media painting The Woman With Fou, 
Feathers, Mercredi depicts a woman in 
native dress. She stands like a pilla; 
against a blood-red landscape tha 
represents rape and pain. 

“This woman is me and othe; 
women,” she explains. “I am not the 
only one in my world, there are o| 
millions and trillions of women who 
have suffered and are still suffering.’ 

Above the strong figure hang iron 
feathers; a steel rope is tied around 
her neck to symbolize fortitude. The 
yellow sky shines above symbolizing 
light and hope, and beneath the 
woman is a branch. It is a talking 
Stick from Aboriginal healing circles 

“This picture is a message to other 
women that whatever happened they 
can make it through,” explains Mer- 
credi. “There is hope.” 

Mercredi has put such talking sticks 
into most of her work. These sticks 
are held by the speaker in healing cir- 
cles, whoever holds it speaks uninter- 
rupted. Mercredi recalls this 
experience with emotion. “For once 
we have someone listen to us,” she 
says with poignant feeling. The 
speaker's voice is finally fully heard 

This quiet, resonant message b) 
Mercredi is the perfect choice for this 
unique and powerful new gallery 
Mercredi is relatively little known 
Perhaps her work hasn't reached sty 
listic consistency; perhaps she didn’! 
pound the pavement searching for 
major galleries to promote her. Wha\ 
ever the reason, she is sadly and 
undeservedly unknown, And just like 
Mercredi, the gallery has attracted 
remarkably little attention for such 
high-quality art. Amazingly, there 
have been no reviews outside 0! 
native papers of the SMV shows. This 
one in Vue is the first. 

Hopefully a change is coming. The 
power of the voices of these unknown 
artists will Surely find a spot in the 
limelight. It is their turn to hold the 
talking stick. w 
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drug once you get going in Dirtbags) 


and the key to her drug-fuelled undo- 
ing ( ing Spider/within a net- 
work of drug dealers; addicts, and 


unemployed ne’er-do-wells). 

Though Dirtbag's back jacket 
claims the book is an “existential” 
meditation on “the need to abandon 
ideas of good and evil to find meaning 
in the moment, ” it soon becomes 
apparent this is more of an excuse for 
the absence of any narrative arc. No, 
what we get instead is an altogether 
too-typical wallowing in drug-addict- 
ed despair. — 

Nonetheless, Dirtbags seems to 
want to aspire to social commentary: 
it’s something to do with “dirtbags,” 
slang for the sort of men that drag 
Spider down. But there’s nothing 
more than that: no familiar tales of 
childhood sexual abuse, no especially 
negligent parents, not even any abu- 
sive or oppressive boyfriends. Sure, 
her family is resolutely lower-class, 
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but Spider just chooses to do drugs. 

And perhaps this is part of the rea- 
son why the book lingers: in the same 
way that Camus epitomizes existen- 
tial nonchalance when he has Meur- 
sault kill that Arab on the beach, 
Spider has no real reason for her drug 
abuse. Reading becomes an enabling 
relationship: Spider periodically man- 
ages to quit (or at least, relax) her 
drug habit, but then she relapses and 
brings her formerly clean ex-boyfriend 
down with her. You feel like beating 
up the book because the book is, in a 
matter of speaking, doing the same 
thing to you. 


THIS UNPRODUCTIVE READERLY ABUSE 
can partially be traced to the fact Dirt- 
bags needed a more exacting editor. 
Sometimes the editorial laxity mani- 
fests cosmetically: lines like, “Blue’s 
eyes had power like the impact of a 
force,” or “Her eyes grew dark like a 
terrible storm” simply should not have 
made it into print. 

But the more major problem is the 
distance between the novel's third- 
person omniscient narrator and the 
novel's characters. The narrator dips 
and zooms into the minds of all the 
major characters, and inconsistently 
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expresses sympathy with them. It 
sounds like a merely academic quib- 
ble, but it’s at the heart of the problem 
of identifying with Dirtbags. 

We have the narrator describing 
how Spider and her teenage friend 
(who's already turning tricks in high 
school) “pour any liquid they [can] 
find down their throats,” skip class, 
and smoke drugs. "She was a teenage 


girl,” the narrator proclaims ina 
stand-alone paragraph, as if this 
behaviour is normal and acceptable. 
Five pages later, Spider is driving 
drunk and high and declares, “We're 
sixteen ... this is what we do.” Obvi- 
ously, both the narrator and Spider 
are wrong: not all teenagers do this 
There are countless more examples 
of the narrator aligning entirely with 
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(and then retracting from) Spider’s 
extremely subjective perspective. This 
would matter less if the protagonist? 
didn’t haphazardly zip into the minds 
of other characters, since the effect 
would otherwise be memoir-ish 

Ultimately, this sloppiness sabo- 
tages the philosophical enquiry 
McWhirter contests underlies her 
novel, since there's no ground on 
which such an enquiry can stand 
Dirtbags is just unadulterated drug 
abuse. Inevitably, when the narrator 
expresses more sympathy with the 
drug-addicted protagonist than with 
the reader, the book becomes S 
universal in its scope 





As is, excessive drug use and abuse 
is normal and implicitly justified 
(though the reader still doesn’t know 
why, except that she’s been told that 
men are “dirtbags”). Instead of being 
existentially contemplative (or even 
representing an existentially contem- 
plative stance), the characters of Dirt- 
bags are merely unmotivated 
hedonistic, and self-centred. Compare 
this to, say, Camus’s Meursault, who 
doesn’t even justify his indifference to 
himself. (“My mother died today. Gr 
maybe yesterday, I don’t know.) 

This is a shame, because 
McWhirter is not an untalented wnter, 
and Dirtbags could've been much 
more than it is. One gets the sense 
that McWhirter was just “off” with this 
novel; no doubt in the future, she will 
show her true talents more clearly. v 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING DEC 20, 2007 
. Corb Lund - Horse Soldier! Horse Soldier! (stony plain) 
2. Robert Plant & Alison Krauss - Raising Sound (rounder) 
3. Iron & Wine - The Shepherds Dog (sub pop) 
4. Sam Baker— Pretty World (sam baker) 





Neil Young — Chrome Dreams 2 (reprise) 


6. Bruce Springsteen - Magic (columbia) 

7. Mary Gauthier - Between Daylight And Dark (lost highway) 
8. Compadres — Buddy Where You Been? (compadres) 
9. Ween - La Cucaracha (chocodog) 

10. The Weakerthans — Reunion Tour (anti) 

11. Sigur Ros - Hvart (xd) 

12. MLA — Kala (x) 

13. Stars - In Our Bedroom After The War (arts & crafts) 
14. Steve Earle - Washington Square Serenade (new west) 
15. The Sadies - New Seasons (outside) 

16. Samantha Schultz - Both Sides (samantha schultz) 

17. Buck 65 — Situation (warmer) 

18. Mark Knopfler - Kill To Get Crimson (mercury) 


19. Chip Taylor & Carrie Rodriguez — Live From The Ruhr Triennale (trainwreck) 


20. Eddie Vedder - Into The Wild ( records) 

21. Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings - 100 Days 100 Nights (daptone) 
22. Dion— Son Of Skip James (the orchard) 

23, Bettye LaVette - The Scene Of The Crime (anti) 
24. Pinback — Autumn Of The Seraphs (touch & go) 
25. Cuff The Duke — Sidelines Of The City (hardwood) 
26. New Pomographers - Challengers (last gang) 

27. Shuyler Jansen - Today's Remains (black hen) 
28. 0.S.T.— I'm Not There (columbia) 

29. High On Fire - Death Is This Communion (relapse) 
36: Underworld - Oblivion With Bells (side one) 
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PAUL BLINOV / blinev@vueweokly.com 
his weekend, audiences who 
snuggle into the seats of the 
Varscona expecting typical the- 
atre will find themselves perplexed: 
when the stage lights rise, they'll be 
spotlighting actors in front of micro- 
phones and a Foley table. 

Teatro La Quindicina’s radio play 
take on It’s a Wonderful Life may 
sound as visually Spartan as live the- 
atre gets, but Davina Stewart thinks 
the show’s reception will be anything 
but dull—audiences used to love 
watching radio dramas live. 

“In the ’30s and 40s, being in the 
studio audience watching a radio 
show was a big thing;” she says 
before catching her own implication. 
“That's funny: watching a radio show.” 

Funny, yet true: up until television 
inevitably overtook radio in the ‘50s, 
radio dramas were the most popular 
form of entertainment. But the visu- 
ally pleasing glow of television did- 
n't completely erase radio dramas, 
and now with Podcasts and XFM 
bringing sexy back to radio, the 
aged genre is enjoying a pleasant 
renaissance. 

Davina knows this firsthand, hav- 
ing just wrapped up recording another 
radio drama, Fulcrum of Evil, for the 
CBC. Recorded over two sessions, Ful- 
crum enjoyed amazing success in 
Edmonton—“we turned people away 
both nights,” she admits. 


BUT EVEN radio play-friendly audi- 
ences will surely bring weighted 
expectations to a performance of 
Christmastime staple /t’s a Wonderful 
Life. After all, the film has managed 
to go from a relative flop to required 
seasonal viewing. 

“It’s a Wonderful Life} wasn’t made 
as a Christmas film, [and] wasn’t very 
successful when it came out,” she 
explains. “In the past 25 years it’s 
become something of a tradition. It's a 
really sweet, sentimental, fun movie. 
We all go through some days where 





THU, DEC 20-SAT, DEC 22 


Lud 
=— i171 
= | T'S A WONDERFUL LIFE 
i= | STARRING LEOHA BRAUSEN, DAVINA STEWART, 
Co | JEFFHASLAM, ROM PEDERSON 

VARSCOWA THEATRE (1098-89 AVENUE) 25 


it’s like. ‘I shouldn’t be here. Nobody 
would even notice. I haven't made a 
difference.’ Then you [see] ‘Oh, every- 
body makes a difference.” 

Stewart doesn’t think any eyelids 
will grow heavy with boredom; she 
knows just how exciting it is to watch 
a live radio drama unfold. 


sweat now 


..caim later 


Teacher training programs are as 





“It's magical,” she says. “It’s your 
imagination, [but] you’re suddenly 
realizing that the world that you think 
that you know in your head and what 
you're seeing isn’t the same. You real- 
ize that people are just standing in 
front of a microphone, making that 
magic happen. 

“It's only maybe three people doing 
the whole story, with the Foley artist 
making ‘opening the door’ sounds by 
walking with shoes on the table, and 
[using] coconuts for the horse sounds 
You can make this whole world with a 
few objects.” v 
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| ae ‘row of tidy, white collar 
townhouses. A lurid vintage chair and 
ashtray loiter outside, on the small 
front porch, impish in conservative 
sl 


A small painting of this porch 
hangs inside ArtsHab, another shared 
artists’ domicile, as part of 11404,a 
semi-collaborative show by former 
housemates/schoolmates Monica 
pitre, Andrea Pinheiro and Gillian 
Willans. Painted by Willans in loose 
sensual strokes and vivid colour, it’s 
the emotional and geographic centre 
of the show—the scene of arrivals and 
partings, symbolic of the era closing 
behind the trio as the next opens. 

For almost two years, the welcom- 
ing sanctuary that gives the exhibition 
its name housed the artists as they 
established their friendship and 
worked towards MFAs (Pitre and Pin- 
heiro’s recent printmaking grad shows 
were well received; Willans' own MFA 
show is in March) and played crash 
pad for visiting creative pals. 

11404 celebrates and eulogizes 
their cohabitation, the intensity of 
communal and creative life, and tan- 
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gled feminine bonds. The exhibition 
acknowledges their similarities and 
contrasts, crisscrossing ideas and 
common themes within their prac- 
tices, shared and lonely epiphanies, 
and bruises and deeper sorrows that 
run like currents alongside hope 
beneath the skins of the work. 


ARTSHAB’S GALLERY is essentially one 


mammoth hallway, splintered by 
doors and mercilessly lit. Its limiting 
architecture demands every show, to 
some extent, be an installation. The 
closeness of the space makes 
encounters with art intimate and 
immediate, an awkwardness that can 
be harnessed by meticulous installers, 
but never completely dispelled. 

The ladies dispersed the weight of 
their momentous time together across 
fractured walls, using each section to 
contain loose chapters in a rich visual 
anthology of a complex relationship 
animated by shared intellectual and 
aesthetic ideas and grad school expe- 
rience, united by losses that initially 
brought them under the same roof. 

The show opens in a foyer, where 
the artists’ introductory pieces hang 





alongside contributions from guests 
Anna Szul and Holly Sykora. Pitre's 
and Pinheiro’s small initial works are 
tucked into nooks, giving pride of 
place to Sykora’s hanging waxy grids 
of what resembles rectangular tar- 
nished bronze pelts, simultaneously 
classical and futuristic. Szul’s large 
plexi prints, semi-opaque, are more 
explicitly preoccupied—natural disas- 
ters and radical landscape change, like 
the 2005 tsunami and the collapse of 
the Larson B Antarctic ice shelf. 

An unbrokeh wall parades work by 
the principal artists, separating into 
identifiable installation sections that 
exist within the larger context of the 
show. Progressing through the hall- 
way, the viewer experiences each 
housemate’s work purely and singu- 
larly, before the opposite end resolves 
into a few final pieces, including a 
shared installation underscoring the 
multiple channels of their relation- 
ships to each other and their house. A 
swath of wall becomes like a huge 
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fridge door, the nerve centre of a 
household: notes, reminders, mes- 
sages, sketches of the house kitties, 
photos, flyers and other mundane his- 
torical mementos and artifacts of 
modern absentee dialogue are 
slathered on the wall, moments piled 
on moments (layering which also 
alludes to print practices). A series of 
Polaroids on the opposite wall capture 
creative play in the house in a more 
streamlined way. 


EACH ARTIST'S WORK is distinctive. 
Pinheiro includes pieces from her 
recent MFA show on the threat to 
human story by invisible effects of 
nuclear and chemical poisoning, 
prophetically doomy in the context of 
her thesis, but here salved by unity 
and empathy. Her smaller works show 
her deft blending of organic and inor- 
ganic materials (like gesso and 
beeswax) to conceal or reveal aspects 
of narrative. A paper mural collabora- 
tion directly implicates the viewer in 
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the assault on the natural world: life- 
sized hares frolic in manmade wreck-» 
age, outnumbered by targets (and a 
sole fleur-de-lis) surrounding them 

Pitre’s central installation, an exten- 
sion of her MFA works, has the crack- 
ling portent of a muggy southern day, 
weighty and languid before a coming 
massive storm that'll fiercely drench 
and cleanse everything in its path. A 
skeletal’curling wave/wing/sail motif 
encroaches dualisms that divide sky 
from earth, dead from living, solar 
from lunar, interior from exterior, set 
from other. This is contemporary 
mythmaking, powerful metaphor 
sharpened by its beauty. 

Willans’ was handicapped by her 
upcoming thesis—she can’t reveal her 
MFA content. Instead, she funnels emo- 
tion into ordinary household scenes 
poppy-bright, impressionistically diaris- 
tic, invested with talismanic intent. In 
doing so, she's taken the role of memo- 
ry caretaker in the house, where she 
remains with new roommates. 

It's no coincidence Willans’ porch is 
at the core of 1/404, and the show’s 
bookend pieces are also deliberate. Hex 
two initial works and the final show 
piece are large paintings of stockinged 
feet: same patterns, different vivid 
colours. These are also portraits—of 
the feverishness of female friendship, 
the mirroring and mutualism, and a 
folkloric aspect: these footfalls, coming 
and going, are somehow continuous, 
even as their paths diverge. w 
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“| like thick socks and heavy shirts 
because | live in a cold country, but all 
my theories are threadbare.” So states 
poet/linguist/essayist/typographer 
Robert Bringhurst in his foreword to 
Everywhere Being is Dancing: 
Twenty Pieces of Thinking 
(Gaspereau Press, $31.95), clarifying 
from the outset that a theory must 
above all be useful, like a compass in 
the wilderness, a way to navigate your 
path through some thorny terrain. 
Bringhurst distinguishes between theory 
and meaning: meaning was already 
there, theory simply allows us to consid- 
er it, or to renovate our comfortable 
ways of considering it. 

Everywhere Being is a companion 
piece to Bringhurst’s The Tree of Mean- 


~ ing. Everything in the previous book was 


4 


meant to be spoken. Everything in this 
new book was meant to be read. The uni- 
fying theme is interconnectivity, and 
Bringhurst approaches the theme by 
examining the work of such varied fig- 
ures as Aristotle, Don McKay and Joan 
Miré. It's a titanic, unruly theme, and |'m 
trying to avoid telling you to just read the 
damn book. At the risk of making excuses 
for my own critical deficiencies, | feel it 
necessary to note that it’s a strength of 
Bringhurst’s essays that they don't easily 
lend themselves to neat summation. As 
with poetry, as with music, a certain 
basic meaning can be located only in the 
linkage of one idea to the next. 

In the titular essay, Bringhurst tries to 
explain how poetry is a form of know- 
ing. So far, so obvious—but the beauty 
lies precisely in the way Bringhurst illu- 
minates what we already know so that 
we know it better. Bringhurst’s talent 
with etymological dissection is on par 
with that of Fred Wah, and he examines 
root words in Chinese, early Greek and 
Navajo to call attention to the differ- 
ences between poetry as knowing, as a 
reflection of “what-is," and poetry as 
artifice, or “what-is-made.” 

Particularly interesting is Bringhurst's 
realization, new to me at least, that 
industrialization and the development of 
verse styles—not to mention, somewhat 
more abstractly, the development of nos- 
talgia for nature—have emerged in tan- 
dem historically. The Navajo, for example, 
while having had different terms for sepa- 
rate genres of poetry, never had a term 
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for verse before colonization. Poetry and 
verse are not, in Bringhurst's estimation, 
at all one and the same. 

“At worst,” Bringhurst writes, verse 
“is merely a grate through which lan- 
guage is pushed.” He suggests that 
verse, ideally, which is to say, verse as 
genuine, “knowing” poetry, has less to 
do with the limits of any given lan- 
guage, and should rather be most close- 
ly tied to human physiology, specifically 
to breathing. When compressed into a 
taut conclusion these ideas might sound 
almost banal, but Bringhurst’s method of 
approaching these ideas is sophisticat- 
ed and compelling. 


I'VE ALREADY USED UP well over half 
of my allotted column addressing only 
the first of 20 or so essays in this book, 
but it's the first for a reason. It holds a 
sort of key for regarding the rest of 
these consistently stimulating, insightful 
and humble pieces, for understanding 
just what Bringhurst is getting at when 
he calls Glenn Gould “the most colossal- 
ly improbable of all Canadian poets” or 
why Bringhurst urges us to read a work 
of Haida oral literature, in an essay 
about storytelling and translation that 
itself is written with an-unmistakable 
flair for storytelling and translation. 

In “Licking the Lips with a Forked 
Tongue,” Bringhurst describes how a 
simple desire to spark a poem from a 
comment made by someone else, as 
well as a growing interest in polyphonic 
music, led him to create texts in which 





p Robert Bringhurst’s collection 
.of essays may as well be poetry 
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different voices can speak at once 
through the layering of colour-coded 
lines. He found that musicians were 
more able to perform the poem than 
trained actors (something | discovered 
myself some years ago when | wrote a 
play that climaxes with three simultane- 
ous monologues), that harmonization is 
a concept as jarring to orators as it is 
natural to musicians. Along the way to 
explaining this Bringhurst also articu- 
lates for me why I’ve always been 
drawn more to chamber music than 
symphonic: “In a group of four or five, 
there is room for both complexity and 
simplicity to breathe.” 

| close with my response to this par- 
ticular essay on polyphony because it 
struck me as being particularly, well, 
poetic, in the way it zeroed in on the 
conflict between language and mean- 
ing, between artifice and a purity so 
pure as to nearly evaporate when 
regarded by the likes of mere humans. 
Since he puts it best, I'll let Bringhurst 
have the last word: 

“I'm quite convinced that poetry is 
part of the larger world and not a specif- 
ically human possession or creation. 
When poetry gets utterly absorbed in 
human affairs or narrowly enmeshed in 
human language, it is apt to lose its 
vigour. Yet, as humans, we are trapped 
in some degree in human language and 
have to make of it what we can. To the 
enterprise of thinking, talk is every bit 
as dangerous as song. Poetry has to 
make its way between." w 
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Ware finds Novelty 
in being human 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

ince graphic novel maestro 
S“ Ware composed the multi- 

ple-award-winning Jimmy Corri- 
gan: The Smartest Kid on Earth at the 
end of the last century, he’s been 
working in his painstaking, precise 
way on two different strips, Rusty 
Brown and Building Stories. Rusty 
Brown, about a superhero-obsessed 
kid in a Midwest town in the ’70s, the 
lives of his father, sister and friend 
floating by around him, is tinged with 
the bitter ruefulness and sad-sack, 
man-child miserabilism so perfectly 
preserved in the epic Jimmy Corrigan. 

But Building Stores follows a differ- 

ent blueprint in its quieter ambition 
and narrower scope, not to mention 
its perfect metaphor. The first lengthy 
instalment—parts have been serial- 
ized in various magazines over the 
past few years—appears in the latest 
edition of Ware's annual series The 
Acme Novelty Library, and it’s an 
exquisite, aching work. Lonely 
thoughts are echoed in still pictures, 
bodies make their routine motions in 
quiet rooms. The unnamed narrator 
reflects on a life cracked by small, 
sharp blows of pity and her unfulfilled 
longing, but these human failings are 
beautifully rendered. 


A PERSON'S MELANCHOLY is usually set 


against the bright colours of the out- 
side world in Ware's carefully designed 
universe, and here the narrator’s lone- 
liness and occasional, paralyzing 
depression—charted in a constellation 
of text and pictures swirling into the 
thought, “I just want to fall asleep and 
never wake up again”—is often 
dwarfed by flowers: orchids, tulips, 
roses. She’s single, an amputee, works 
at a flower shop and lives in an old 
apartment building in Chicago. 

She wonders if the building itself 
“knows me” and, interleaved with 
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her brief ruminations or extended 
recollections, the history of the cen- 
tury-old walk-up is offered in cross 

sections of the structure (Ware even 
illustrates the differences in decades 
through outlines of footwear) 

Anatomy book overlays peel bac} 

the narrator’s body, exposing he; 
architecture. Photographs are the 
centerpieces for many of her wistful 
flashbacks, especially her excruciat- 
ing tale of a few months as a nanny 
for a rich family. Frames are carefully 
collected, set down, and contrasted 
like an album of pressed images, the 
episodes and stories of her life blos- 
soming out and folding back in. 

Building Stories is about human 
space—how our homes and work- 
places shape our emotions, how we 
create narratives to shelter us and hov. 
we can feel so mournfully alienated in 
a world that’s so pretty. Ware has 
always been interested in the comic 
form as a fusion of word, picture, and 
musical rhythms, and here inner tur- 
moil and external beauty simply co 
exist in wonderful harmony: lig! 
dapples on the surface of an outdoor 
pool, amber leaves drift by in autumn 
a Cat licks its paw. Ware brings these 
moments alive in even the smallest 
pictures, using breaks between frames 
like pauses between notes. 

In the process, Ware is laying bare 
his own craft as a comic architect. | 
takes years for a graphic novelist (0 
work a narrative up from its founda 
tions, and this first floor of Ware's 
project is meticulously crafted anc 
carefully orchestrated, but beneath the 
floorboards pulses the raw, anguished 
heart of a very human story. ¥ 
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Born Standing Up a portrait 
of the comic as a young man 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 

ls a simple admission, but heart- 
Jatin for years in the aftermath 

of his suburban California child- 
hood, Steve Martin rarely kept in touch 
with his parents and older sister—not 
out of anger or any other savage emo- 
tion, but because he didn’t realize 
adults were supposed to maintain con- 
nections with their families. 

An entertainment truism is that 
comedians are more needy and emo- 
tionally conflicted than any other 
showbiz professional, and their self- 
destructive implosions bear that 
stereotype out. Yet Martin, purveyor 
of a manic surrealism that mixed the 
kind of comedic tropes normally asso- 
ciated with a giant novelty cane 
pulling one offstage with a droll intel- 
lectualism that reveled in its bad com- 
pany, largely escaped the pernicious 
influences of his craft. Yes, Martin 
admits to paralyzing insecurity and 
phobias, but for the most part, he was 
able to successfully channel his issues 
into his work, integrating them with 
his worshipful love of stage magic 
and spectacle and infusing his act 
with philosophy and high art discov- 
ered as a young man. 

Born Standing Up: A Comic’s 
Life traces Martin's origins, influ- 
ences, and the development of both 
his personality and his persona. As 
noted in his introduction, his early 
stand-up career isn’t an era he longed 
to return to so much as he felt com- 
pelled to re-examine what he terms 
his “war years.” Born Standing Up 
deals exclusively with a period begin- 
ning with his childhood fascination 
with performance and ending when 
he started his television and movie 
careers in earnest, encompassing 18 
years of stand-up before he aban- 
doned the art. 


UNLIKE MOST showbiz memoirs, Mar- 
tin’s sidesteps titillation. If anything, he 
downplays what must have been a ter- 
ribly lonely childhood. His prose is 
frank yet spare, not mired in pop psy- 
chology or ham-fisted emotionalism. 
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ence to hate him, maximizing the 
inherent tension in his act.) 

Standing Up is also a document of 
an era of entertainment that was 
changing, and it becomes obvious 
Martin bridged generations of perform- 
ers in general, and comics in particu- 
lar. As he matures, the text is 
increasingly littered with famous and 
semi-famous names. Martin only 
reveals as much about his encounters ay ays 
as necessary for clarity and momen- i Pee 
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thinking women is explicit) FILTHY'S FAMILY CHRISTMAS 
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and humour. 
Oddly, the only parts of the book that 
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fall flat are Martin's rehashings of his 
routines. They simply aren't funny on 
paper—they rely on Martin's physicali- 
ty—and are only serviceable as land- 
marks as we clock his development. 
As for his parents, Martin resists 
judging them harshly, but his triumph 
over their narrowness—which intensi- 
fies as his fame balloons—is another 
worthy lesson for creative types. 
Standing up for your art is the best 
revenge-—especially if you have the 
last laugh. 
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AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482- 
2854) © Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * Rotating show 

SW vallery artists including Greg Edmonson, Jerry 
Heine, David Edwards, and Emestine Tahedl « 
Through December 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne St, St. Albert 
(459-3679) « A BRUSH WITH YARDLEY JONES; until 
Jan. 2 © GLASS HAPPENS: Glassworks by artists 
from Jeff Holmwood Studio; though Dec. 


THE ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave « TOWARDS 
SEEING EVERYTHING: Photographs by Ted Kerr * 
Until Jan. 4 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 
100, 10230 Jasper Ave (422-6223) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 
10:30am-5Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm (4-8pm free); Sat- 
Sun Vam-5pm * Drop-In Tours: Sat and Sun (12:30, 
1:30, 2:30 and 3:30pm) * FUN HOUSE: Artworks 
explore the idea of constructed illusion, trompe |'oeil, 
false reality and faux finish; until Jan. 6 ¢ THE 7950s 

“FORD SHOW: drawings of a 1950 Ford from memory; 
until Jan. 6 © NEW ACQUISITIONS: Curated by 
Catherine Crowston; until Feb. 17 © FH. VARLEY: 
PORTRAITS INTO THE LIGHT: Portraits by one of the 
Group of Seven; until Feb. 17 * Members free; $10 
(adult)/$7 (senior/student); $5 (6-12yrs)/free (5yrs and 
under)/$20 (family—2 adults, 4 children) 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3 FI, 10217-106 St 
(423-2966/439-9532) © Open Thu (5-8pm) or by 
appointment (except Dec. 27, closed for Christmas) # 
11404: Artworks by Monica Pitre, Gillian Willans, 
Andrea Pinheiro and guests Until Jan. 17 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE LALBERTA 9103- 
95 Ave © Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat: 10am-5pm # 
Group show featuring artworks by the artist mem- 
bers ® Dec, 21-Feb. 15 


FRINGE GALLERY Paint Spot basement, 10618 
Whyte Ave (432-0240) * Artworks by Tom Yorkes * 
Through January 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER 
UBRARY Main FI, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496- 
7030) ¢ Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; Sat Sam-6pm; Sun 
1-5pm © ORIGINS: Group show by recent BFA grads; 
until Dec. 31 « FACADES OF SMALL TOWN 
ALBERTA: Photographs by Darren Gust; through 
January 


GLENROSE HOSPITAL MEZZANINE GALLERY 
AND BLUE CURVE GALLERY 10230-111 Ave « 


“PLANTS: Recent ee fakin by Marlena 
Wyman ® Until Jan. 12 

HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (425-4180) « 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 12-4pm « THE NEW 
ALCHEMISTS: Artworks by Blair Brennan and 
Catherine Burgess, curated by Caterina Pizanias; until 
Dec. 22 © Main Gallery: BETWEEN THE LINES: 
DIGITIZED DIALECTS AND ENCODED TRADITIONS: 
Artworks by multi-media indigenou’s artist Jude 
Norris; Jan. 10-Feb. 16 ¢ Fromt Room: 
SPACEFARERS OF THE EXPANSE: Artworks — a 
mythological universe by Tony Baker; Jan. 10-Feb. 16 
© Opening reception: Thu, Jan. 10 {7-10pm), both 
artists will be in attendance © Artist lectures: by 
Jude Norris and Tony Baker; Sat, Jan. 12 (1pm) 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior 
Centre,10831 University Ave (433-5807) « Open 
Mon-Thu Sam-4pm ¢ CHRISTMAS SHOW AND 
SALE; Paintings, fibre-art, wood work and pottery by 
various artists * Until Jan. 2 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479- 
8424) Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm 
© CHRISTMAS ART FAIR: Artworks by gallery artists, 
Ceramic art collectables from Clay Works by Heather 
Goldmine; through December ® JOHNSON 
GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465-6171) © Open 
Mon-Fri Sam-5pm; Sat 10am-5pm ¢ ALBERTA OIL 
PAINTER’S STUDIO; Paintings by artists-in-residence 
Susan Abma, Susan Box, David Brooks, Shairi Honey, 
Margaret Klappstien, Tracey Mardon, Anne 
McCormick, Cindy Revell; through December 


THE LOFT GALLERY A.J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd. Sherwood Park (449-4443) « Open: 
Thu 5-9pm; Sat 10am-4pm © Artworks by Deanna 
Corrigan, Christine Allard, Kaye Ackerman, JoAnn 
Rasmussen, Mary Deeprose, and Janice Bonsant 
Wilson, and Lynda McAmmond * Until Jan. 5 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) © Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1- 
8pm © FOUR OUTSIDE VIEWS: Landscape paintings 
by Pam Wilman, Adeline Rockett, Sophia-Podryhula- 
Shaw, and Donna Miller * Until Feb. 10 


MOCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm © Artworks 

by the SWCA, Society of Western Canadian Artists; 

until Jan. 17 © Dining Room Gallery: Paintings by 
Mary Paranych; until Jan. 3 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St, St. 
Albert (459-1528) » PRINCESS LOUISE-AWOMAN 
OF SUBSTANCE: An exhibit about Princess Louise 
Alberta, the daughter of Queen Victoria and name- 
sake of our province © Until Feb. 17 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stolelr 
Gallery, 9704-111 Ave (474-7611) * Open: Mon, 
Wed, Fri 9:30am-2:30pm; Tue, Thu 9:30am-4pm and 
6-8pm ¢ UNDER THE INFLUENCE © Until Dec. 31 





OUT OF THE ARE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave 
(378-0240) ¢ MERGING SPIRITS: Artworks in stone, 
metal, and wire by Shumba Ash, Edmonton 
Sculptor. Paintings by gallery artists. Pottery by 
Cindy Clarke, Junichi Tanaka, and Lilach Lotan. Art 
glass by lon Tamaian, Borosilicate art glass and 
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hand formed aaah acan ‘Sunday after- 
noon (noon-4pm),, including studio io tours and refresh- 
ments * Held over until Sun, Dec. 23 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (465- 
2162) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm or by appoint- 
ment Sun-Mon 11am-5pm © FIREWORKS-SILVER 
AND STEEL: New sculptures by Isla Bums and works 
by silversmith Karen Cantine * Until Jan. 5 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 Jasper Ave 
(455-7479) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * 
Artworks by Alice Teichert, Phil Darrah, Peter von 
Tiesenhausen, David Janzen, David Cantine, Linda 
Lindemann, Jonathan Forrest, David Alexander 





. PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) ¢ Open 


Tue-Fri 12-8pm; Sat 12-7pm © MEDLEY FIELDS: 
Artworks by Giselle Denis ® Until Dec. 31 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, 
St. Albert (460-4310) ¢ Open Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), 
Thu (10am-8pm) * GUILDED: Artworks by Susan 
Casault, Carroll Charest, Julie Anne Hage, Audry 
Hewlett, Donna Hillier, Julie Kaldenhoven, Peg 
McPherson, Kathie Pavelich, Patricia Trudeau, Linda 
Willard; until Dec, 22 * WINDOWS: Artworks by 
Terry Reynoldson; Jan, 10-Feb. 29; opening recep- 
tion: Thu, Jan. 10 (7-9pm) 


THE RED GALLERY 9621 Whyte Ave (498-1984) © 
Open Mon-Fri 11am-5Spm * Closed over Christmas 
© 3 RIVERS - THE ARNO, THE NORTH 
SASKATCHEWAN AND THE PEMBINA: Large oil 
paintings by Christ! Bergstrom with smaller paint- 
ings ® Jan. 11-31 

ROWLES AND COMPANY 10130-103 St, Mezz 
(426-4035) ® URBANSCAPES; Paintings by Pauline 
Ulliac. Featuring paintings and sculptures by various 
artists 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-5pm # CHRISTMAS TREASURES: 
Martha Cole (textile-based landscapes), Robert 
Sinclair (watercolours and artist's albums), Jim 
Stokes and Lynn Malin (paintings), Linda O'Neill 
(florals and landscapes), Arlene Wasylynchuk (land- 
scapes) ® Until Dec. 22 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) ¢ Open 
Tue-Sat 12-5pm # A PERFECT CHRISTMAS PRINT 
AFFAIR: Featuring affordable limited-edition, original 
prints and handmade cards by professional and 
emerging artists. Proceeds go ta support community 
programming at SNAP; until Dec. 22 ¢ Main 
Gallery: Printworks by Patrick Bulas based on look- 
ing at theoretical phenomena in scientific journals as 
well as his personal experience; Jan. 10-Feb. 23; 
opening reception: Thu, Jan. 10 (7pm) 


SPRUCE GROVE GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce 
Grove (962-0664) « ANNUAL CHRISTMAS STORE 
GIFT AND ART SALE ¢ Until Dec. 22 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452- 
9100) * CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE SCIENCE 
KIND: interactive feature exhibit ¢ 
LEGO-CHRISTMAS EXPRESS: Daily display * 
Christmas Under the Dome: Laser shows in the 
Margaret Zeidler Star Theatre; Dec. 22-Jan. 6 * 
The IMAX Nutcracker: Dec. 22-Jan. 6; daily (11am) 
© Observatory hours: Sat, Sun, holidays (1-4pm); 
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TU GALLERY 10718:124 St (452-9664) © Doug 
Haslam, Canadian furniture makers ® Until Dec. 22 


VAAA GALLERY 31d FI, Harcourt House, 10215-112 
St (421-1731) © Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm * 
PASSAGES: 2008: Artworks by Leona Olausen and 
Audra Schoblocher; until Dec. 22 ¢ MAELSTROM: 
Artworks by Eugenia Castenada; Jan. 10-Feb. 16; 
Opening reception: Jan. 10 (7-9:30pm) 

URBAN ROOTS 10418 Whyte Ave (438-7978) © 
COLLECTION, Artworks by Oksana Movchan © Until 
Feb, 2 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488- 
4892) © 2008 CALENDAR COLLECTION: Group show 
© Until Dec. 20 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) © 
Story Slam: An opportunity for writers to share their 
work, explore their talents and show off © 3rd Wed 
each month © $5 (donation) 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE College Plaza, 11116-82 Ave 
© Spoken word open mic; last Wed each month 


TALES—THE ALBERTA LEAGUE 
ENCOURAGING STORYTELLING Rosie's Bar and 
Grill, 10475-80 Ave (932-4409) © Story Cafés: 
Mavericks: open mic opportunity * 1st Thu each 
month; 7-9pm 


TALES.-THE ALBERTA LEAGUE 
ENCOURAGING STORYTELLING (437-9555) © City 
Arts Centre, 10943-84 Ave; Monthly Storytelling 
Circle: Everyone welcome to tell stories or to come 
and listen; 2nd Fri each month through to June 2008 
(8pm); $3 admission, first time free 


3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Sq * 
WOW-Wired on Words: We all have something to 
say, amateurs and professionals alike. Let this cre- 
ative writing process quide you into self-discovery * 
Meetings bi-monthly, Sun (4-6pm) for info e-mail 
feelgoodbewellin2007@gmail.com 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave (422-8216) 
The Poets’ Haven Monday Nights weekly reading 
series presented by Stroll of Poets * Every Mon 
Night (7pm) © $5 (door) * Mon, Jan. 7 featuring the 
spoken word artists, Pritham Atwal, Hugh McAlary, 
Michael Penny, and Connie Lloyd 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE CARROT 9351-118 Ave (471-1580) ¢ Improv at 
the Carrot with Jana O'Connor and Troupe * Jan. 4 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(469-4999) © Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; 
Sat (8pm), $20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 © Every Wed 
(8:30pm): Wacky Wednesday; $5 * Dennis Ross; 
Dec. 20-22 © Tommy Sauitt; Dec. 27-29 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882- 
170 St (483-5999) * Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 
10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm ¢ Winner 
of the HBO National Comedy Challenge — Matt 
Sadler, also appearing Dan Brodribb, Matt Wojiciki 
and Kelly Soloduka; until Dec. 23 ¢ Hit or Miss 
Mondays: Mon, Dec. 24 © Alternative Comedy Night 
at The Comic Strip. Featuring The Best in Local 
Talent; Tue, Dec. 25 © The fast pace high energy 
styles of Matt Sadler, also appearing Derick 
Lengwenus, Lars Callieou; Dec. 26-30 ¢ New Year's 
extravaganza: 2 shows one at 7pm and the other at 
10pm, featuring Matt Sadler, Derick Lengwenus and 
Lars Callieou. Buffet and show packages available, 
complimentary champagne and party favours to bring 
in the New Year laughing; Mon, Dec. 31 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Road, Spruce 
Grove (962-8995) « An evening of skits, stories from 
the comedy team of John Dunsworth (Mr. Lahey) 
and Patrick Roach (Randy) of the hit Showease 
series Trailer Park Boys, and their quest Jonathan 
Torrens (J-Roc) ¢ Thu, Jan. 10; Fri, Jan. 11 (sold 
out) * $20 (student/senior)/$25 (adults); adult con- 
tent, no one under the age of 16 admitted at the 
Horizon Stage box office 


PAWN SHOP 10549-82 Ave (914-2474) © Sketch 
comedy by Mostly Water Theatre, along with country 
rock music by The Wheat Pool, and alternative surf 
music by the Martingales ¢ Dec. 22(Spm) * $10 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry 

Mall (481-9857) * Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm 
and 10:30pm © Sun: Industry Night; $10 ¢ Tue 
Amateur Night featuring Ben Miner © Wednesday 
Big Rock Comedy Challenge featuring Ben Miner 
New Year's Eve with Joey Elias from Montreal; $90 
{dinner and show)/$45 (show only), incl. party 
favours, a glass of champagne at midnight 


THEATRE 





cura Reeds Theatre, 10329- 
83 Ave (439-7939) « Pe ries ce 
ents James Hamilton and | Catherine Walsh's dark 
romantic comedy, directed by James Hamilton, and 
starring Ryan Hughes, Matthew Kloster, and 
Catherine Walsh * Gideon Baron and his wife, the 
Baroness, are super villain scientists whose sole 
objective is to destroy their arch nemeses, the 
Amaze-o-navts * Jan. 3-12 (8pm, Sat matinees 2pm) 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL Citade! Maclab Theatre, 
9828-101A Ave (425-1820) * Adapted by Tom Wood 
based on the story by Charles Dickens, directed by 
Bob Baker and starring Tom Wood as Ebenezer 
Scrooge * Until Dec. 23 


CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT foxy Theatre, 
10708-124 St (453-2440) * A Brass Monkey pro- 
duction starring Kenneth Brown as narrator, Bill 
Bourne (Scrooge), Tom Roschkav (Bob Cratchit), 
Kevin Cook (G host of Marley), Terry Morrison 
(Ghost of Christmas Past), Al Brant (Ghost of 
Christmas Present), Dale Ladouceur (Ghost of 
Christmas Future), and Maria Dunn (Tiny Tim), with 
Bill Hobson (drums and percussion). A blend of the- 
atre and music, the classic Dickens tale is translat- 
ed into a modern roots music celebration © Unti! 
Dec. 22 (Bpm) © $30 (adv)/$35 (door) at the Roxy 
453.2440, www.brassmonkeyproductions.com 


DESPERATE HOUSEHOLDS Jubilations Dinner 
Theatre, 8882-170 St (484-2424) ¢ On Hysteria Lane 
the houses, the lawns and the gardens are perfect 
This is a look at life behind the walls of a gated, bed 
foom community where affairs, scandals, music, mur 
der, dance, intrigue, food and deception exist-all the 
elements for an amazing block party ® Until Jan. 27 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433- 
3399) © Improv soap opera will begin the new sea- 
son with a brand new theme © Every Mon (8pm) 


TLL BE HOME FOR SOLSTICE Arden Theatre, St 
Albert (451-8000) * St. Albert Children’s Theatre « 
FrisDec. 21 (7:30pm) ® $30 at TicketMaster {incl 
reception, Kinsmen Korral) 


IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE Varscona Theatre, 10329- 
83 Ave (433-3399) © Teatro presents a live radio ver- 
sion of the Jimmy Stewart/Frank Capra motion pic- 
ture classic complete with sound effects, ‘40s duds, 
eggnog, mulled wine and special quests, and croon- 
ing songs of the holiday season. Join Leona Brausen 
Davina Stewart, Jeff Haslam, Ron Pederson, Andrew 
MacDonald-Smith, Jeff Page, Cathy Derkach, Sheri 
Somerville and more for this perfect holiday party « 
Dec. 20-22 (7pm) © $25 (Fri, Dec. 21 is sold out) 


LANGUAGE AND CONTENT Jeky!! and Hyde Pub, 
10610-100 Ave (297-3675) ¢ Image Theatre's 
monthly reading series * Last Monday each month 
(7pm door, 8pm shaw) ¢ Pay-what-you-can (sug- 
gested donation $5) 


THE MIGHTY CARLINS Third Space, 11516-103 Si 
(477-5955/420-1757) ® Workshop West Theatre * 
By Collin Doyle © This hilarious and heartbreaking 
production features the Carlin family as they deal 
with grief the best way they can. ..a lot of beer, 
bickering and bonding © Jan. 10-20 (Tue-Sun 8pm) 
© $23 (adult)/$18 (student/senior); Tue, Jan. 15 pay- 
what-you-can; tickets available at TIX on the 
Square, 420-1757, door 


OH SUSANNA! CHRISTMAS SPECIAL Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) * A seasonal 
salute to the solstice, guided by Susanna Patchouli 
with special quests Darrin Hagen and Asani (a cap- 
pella trio) © Sat, Dec. 22 (11pm) 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ‘WN’ ROLL Mayfield 
Dinner Theatre, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) © 
Written and compiled by Will Marks. Take a wild 
ride back to the swingin’ ‘60s, celebrate the Twist 
the Watusi, the British Invasion, the Beach Boys, 
Motown and the mini skirt * Until Feb. 17 * $59 
$89 (buffet and show) 


SOUTH PACIFIC (THE MUSICAL) Festival Place. 
100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378/464- 
2852) « Music by Richard Rodgers, lyrics by Oscar 
Hammerstein II, and based on the book by Oscar 
Hammerstein I! and Joshua Logan adapted from 
James Michener’s novel Tales of the South Pacific * 
Dec. 21-Jan. 5 ® $27 (adult)/$16 (child) at Festival 
Place box office, TicketMaster 


10 DAYS OF MADNESS... PLAYWRITING 
FESTIVAL (492-4215) © Presented by the University 
of Alberta Bookstores with Alberta Playwrights 
Network. Ten days where the playwrights are the 
stars. This year features guest playwrights, Frank 
Mohér and Mansel Robinson along with a series of 
play readings by local playwrights associated with 
Alberta Playwrights Network © Free admission to all 
events * Jan. 11-20, public events are happening 
every day of the festival 




























provoke similar acclaim as a 
epic romance, a daring 


ing for a meta-fictional experi- 
- that sticks to the back of your 
head for days and germinates a civi- 
lization of uncomfortable thoughts. 

Spanning seven decades, Afone- 
ment's first half is a single day on an 
English manor, where the Tallis family 
lounges around their estate with their 
extended family and friends for a for- 
mal affair. We see the aristocrat world 
through the childish scope of Briony 
Tallis, played by 13-year-old Saoirse 
Ronan. Born to act, Ronan’s ivory skin 
and icy eyes steal the screen, while 
her performance as a precocious 
writer robs us of our reality. Briony is 
a determined observer with vision 
skewed by inexperience, making her 
the perfect unreliable protagonist. 
When she catches her older sister 
Cecilia (Keira Knightly) pinned to the 
bookshelf by the lowly gardener Rob- 
bie James McAvoy), she misconstrues 
the pleasure as pain, and assumes 
Robbie a sex fiend. 





g |DyDETECIN 


Best Director of Films That Go Straight to 
DVD. That's Shane Meadows’ distinction, 
at least recently, at least out in this part 
of the continent. Back in February, | 
i ad Dead Man's Shoes, a nifty little 
er he made back in 2005, starring 
Paddy Considine, that only straggled its 
Way over here on disc. | wrote then that 
xt film would only get a shelf life. 
D release of This Is England 
) has been more widely hyped 
of Meadows’ previous films, 
and rightly so. This is the film 
dows’ deceptively casual, 
ockets, neighbourhood sto- 
led up to, the pinnacle of his 
so far. A tale of one boy's 
$ a majestic, unromantic 
s Britain. 
of primitive arcade and computer 
‘the red-lit hood of KITT, Duran 
laying for crazed girls, strikes and 
s and fascist marches and the 
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STARRING KEIRA KGHTL JAMES MCAOY, 


SAOIRSE ROWAN 
Jotott 


Fatefully, there is a real sex fiend 
on the premises. Lola (Juno Temple), 
Briony’s cousin and peer, is raped in 
the shadow of the night. Only Briony 
witnesses the assailant as he fleas, 
but the occasion being a black-tie 
affair, it could be one of three men. 
She points her finger at Robbie. 

Fast-forward four years and Rob- 
bie, whose only exemption from 
prison was joining the war, is fighting 
for his life and dignity in France. In a 
five-minute, uncut, brilliantly blocked 
scene, shot on the most expensive 
film set'in cinema history, Robbie and 
his comrades wander across a war- 
ring beach, miserably searching for 
drinking water, and awaiting their 
port call to England. 

Not far away, but unbeknownst to 
Robbie, Briony is a nurse attending 
the wounded soldiers. (Romola Garai 
takes over the role of Briony. Her 
resemblance to Ronan is uncanny, as 
if achieved by computer aging soft- 
ware used to track missing persons.) 


speechifying Margaret Thatcher parade 
along with the dog-tag stylized title cred- 
its. It's July 1983. Overseas, the Falklands 
War has been won by England but, back 
home, one dead soldier's son, Shaun 
(Thomas Turgoose), is off to school for his 
last day of the term. 

There, among the shaved heads, Boy 
George look-alikes, mods, punks and 
New Romantic stylers, Shaun's mocked 
for his trousers ("Woodstock’s that way, 
pal") but, worse, for his fatherlessness, 
igniting the grief-fuelled rage of a boy 
who, if he can't find anything or anyone 
to hold onto any more, will make do 
with someone to punch. The sharp- 
tongued little guy will give a “fook off” 
as good as he gets, even to some skin- 
heads he meets. 

Their leader, Woody (Joe Gilgun), takes 
him in hand. The gang and its new mem- 
ber have some rowdy old fun, smashing 
up an abandoned house, playing soccer, 
swimming, even falling into a group hug. 

These are golden summer days for 
Shaun, finally accepted, and along with 
some imitation Doc Martens, Woody's 
girlfriend Lol (Vicky McClure) shaves his 
head, and he gets suspenders anda 


The difference in Briony at 13 and at 
18 is immediately recognizable; guilt 
has snatched away all of her confi- 
dence. She desperately waits for Rob- 
bie to roll through on a gurney so that 
she can atone. Instead, she amelio- 
rates her guilt by giving her heart to 
every casualty she can. Briony even- 
tually confronts Robbie and Cecelia, 
but in the film’s third act, set contem- 
porarily, we're forced to reconsider 
what was real and what is real. 


THERE IS MUCH to rave about. Surely, 


check shirt to go with his cuff-rolled 
jeans. Shaun even starts a sweet, frank 
courtship with Smell (Rosamund Hanson), 
a poof-haired, Goth-meets-Culture Club 
girl. (Awed by their first kiss, she pro- 
claims, “You may look four, but you kiss 
like a 40-year-old.”) But when Combo 
(Stephen Graham), a slit-eyed, pug-faced 
student of the new skinhead school 
shows up, just released from prison, the 
hard stare of fascism sets in. 


THIS 1S A GORGEOUSLY SHOT FILM— 
almost too gorgeous, given the chipping 
and peeling Midlands town (it was shot 
in the outskirts of Nottingham). Scenes of 
Shaun with his buddies, feeling a part of 
things, caught up in lolling, sunny days 
(echoes here of Lynne Ramsay's lonelier 
Ratcatcher) glide along with a perfectly 
pitched score. Meadows has always had 
a great ear for shooting-the-shit dialogue, 
indoor conversations that actually do far 
more than just laze about. Here the 
laughter, play and buddy talk is brilliantly 
laced with menace—the fraternal rally 
cry of National Front racism. 

A thin-lipped, slightly droopy-eyed, 
feisty ball of stubbornness, Turgoose has 












as already guessed by the Golden 
Globes, Atonement will rake in a pile 
of Oscar nods, Its every element is no 
less than great. The score plays a 
typewriter like a piano and makes 
hearts shudder. The set—not just the 
lucrative record-setter mentioned ear- 
lier, but every set—is crafted not for 
beauty, but for authenticity. The actors 
are all stellar, but Keira Knightly is the 
biggest knockout. Officially the 
Princess of Period Pieces, Knightly 
doesn’t rehash the same vulnerable 
debutante. Here, she performs with 


been justly acclaimed for his perform- 
ance. But the film doesn’t rest with him, 
and the whole cast is strong, particularly 
Graham. His Combo is a bull-headed 
cobra coiled to strike, his bitter backwash 
of false nostalgia turning venomous. His 
declaration of love to Lol says it all—he's 
turned their one night together into 
romance, never seeing that she fwas just 
16 and drunk at the time. 

Meadows undercuts easy assumptions 
of skinhead culture and slyly complicates 
manliness (post-kiss, a lipstick-smeared 
Shaun first meets Combo; Combo tries to 
open up and be a father to Shaun). These 
British white males are on a sad search 
for some cause to cling to, some creed to 
follow in an England full of derelict facto- 
ies, graffiti-scoured walls, squat, stucco 
housing estates and with a last-gasp 
imperial war over an island of sheep- 
farmers in the South Atlantic 

Combo’s racism is a false, whinging 
front (and full of hypocrisies, from acting 
like the Nazis which England had so 
proudly fought a generation before to 
using the savage thuggery they pretend 
only other “races” are capable of) that 
plays the victim card. These drifters in 
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the most strength and maturity. She 
never lets the circumstances @iciate 
her delivery, but rather her delivery 
makes the circumstances ‘ 
Atonement is a storyteller’s story. It 
doesn’t just explore one author's 
mind; it explores all authors’ minds 
Repeatedly, screenwriter Christopher 
Hampton and director Joe Wright 
recreate the same scenes twice with- 
out altering any blocking or dialog 
By simply changing our ent 
the scene, showing it from 
afar, or adding or subtracting a 
beats, they forge a double univ 
that of authors’ and that of r 
This amazing technique doeg™) get 
overused. It disappears for much of 
the film, only to reconvene at the end 
When the time and tone of the 
movie front flips again and again, the 
filmmakers risk losing us. Because the 
long first act is so stylish, so engag- | 
ing, So goddamn good, the middle 
portion (which is still damn good!) 
feels like another movie entirely. 
Once the war story sets in, you might 
find yourself telepathically begging 
the creators to return to the devilish 
comedy and interlinear structure that | 
they established upfront. But by the 
time the climax stands up and kicks 
you in the shin, you'll forget your dis- 
appointment entirely. v S, 























Meadows gets underneath the skinhead 


fake uniform try to gather an army in the 
name of a national whiteness based on 
erasing others and bleeding out their own 
envy and bitterness in cuts against visible 
minority targets. This is a running sore in 
England still, and Meadows’ film stabs 
into its raw, oozing centre. 

In the commentary, betweepsssacks 
and chortles, Meadows, Turgoose and 
producer Mark Herbert imagine a hokey 
American remake, talk about “Tommo” 
almost quitting and remind us what a 
massive group effort filmmaking is. There 
are two short interviews with Herbert and 
Meadows, who talks about his childhood 
experience that the film’s taken from. 
Some lovely deleted scenes {including a 
too-neat alternative ending) are followed 
by two essays by Darrell Bruxton, on the 
complexity of skinhead culture (its English 
roots are connected with ska, reggae and 
West Indian culture) and “The Fateands: 
A Pathetic War.” What emerges Is an 
English decade that, far from the sani- 
tized, conformist, withdrawn culture 
today, teemed with different groups, 
movements and a sense of unrest, a time 
when, at least, people took to the streets 
and demanded to be heard. w 
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etting unexpectedly pregnant 
Gr having sex for the first 

time with a buddy at the age 
of 16 is generally sort of a drag, but 
for the titular hipster heroine of 
Juno, played with spunky verve by 
Haligonian wunderkind Ellen Page, 
it’s not quite the bad deal you might 
expect. Perhaps it’s because some- 
thing about her world just seems a 
little more fun and cozy than the one 
the rest of us live in. 

No one seems to mind when Juno 
re-creates a rumpus room on some- 
body's front lawn. Her local druggist 
speaks in alliteration-heavy apho- 
risms. Her ex-army dad and doggie- 
crazed step-mom (the appealing 
pairing of JK Simmons and Alison Jan- 
ney) don’t even get pissed off when 
Juno tells them she’s got a bun in the 
oven. There's a girl from school 
protesting against abortion outside 
the clinic Juno visits, but even she just 
seems kinda huggable, even informa- 
tive. Plus, cute little indie rock songs 
seems to be playing everywhere Juno 
goes. The film almost makes you 
want to run out and get pregnant. 

Juno was directed by Montreal-born 
Jason Reitman (Thank You for Smok- 
ing), who has a nice feeling for pace 
and humour, a catchy way of framing 
the Vancouver-as-generic-US-city 
locations, and, it would seem, an easy 
way with actors. The film has a win- 
some attitude that’s only slightly 
soured by Reitman’s excess of eager- 
ness to tear pages from Wes Ander- 
son or even Jared Hess’s baroque 
scrapbooks, flooding each scene with 
kitschy costumes and paraphernalia 
and offbeat pop culture references. 
There’s even a Kinks song. The 
approach works well enough for the 
material, but Reitman’s not going to 
win any awards for originality. 

More curiously, Juno was written by 
one Diablo Cody. If that name sounds 
like it belongs to an ex-stripper, you'd 
be on the right track. If it sounds like 
it belongs to a pretty clever ex-strip- 
per, you'd be batting 1000. If anything, 
Juno values cleverness above all else, 
giving the verbally able Page a steady 
stream of one-liners only rarely punc- 
tuated by something not deep-fried in 
irony. With this, her first produced 
screenplay, Cody seems to trust her 
cheek more than her heart, but there 
is ultimately a significant amount of 
subtext here that helps raise the film 
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FILM 


DPENSTUE DEC 2 
JUNO 


DIRECTED BY JASON REITMAN 

WRITTEN BY DIABLO CODY 

STARRING ELLEN PAGE, MICHAEL CERA, JENNIFER 
GARNER, JASON BATEMAN 

tote 


COMEDY 


up above your average teen movie 
flotsam. 


AFTER DECIDING, in a commendably 
non-didactic scene, that abortion just 
isn’t for her, Juno lands upon an ad 
in the local Pennysaver posted by 
Mark and Vanessa (Jason Bateman 
and Jennifer Garner), a youngish, 
upper-middle-class couple looking 
for a kid. Juno and her dad pay a visit 
to the couple’s expansive suburban 
home and quickly surmises that 
while her unborn child will probably 
have to battle against suffocating 
décor, love and safety are almost 
ensured. It's equally clear however 
that trouble is brewing in this beige 
carpeted paradise: Mark is stifling an 
undying love for horror flicks and 
punk rock, winning points with Juno 
but displeasing the studiously adult 
(ie emasculating) Vanessa. 

With this crucial element of Mark 
and Vanessa, Juno begins to reveal 
the real smarts that underline its sass. 
The film conveys a decidedly inclusive 


Page-ing Wes Anderson 
- CANADIAN MAKES HER MARK IN DERIVATIVELY FUN JUWO 





inclination toward families of all types 
and in all states. Juno isn’t sure yet 
quite how she feels about the soft- 
spoken father of her baby-in-the- 
making (Superbad’s Michael Cera—yet 
another Canuck!), but she’s beginning 
to ask serious questions about the 
elusive nature of love and the deeper 
value of trust and support. As the plot 
thickens, she, and we, can see that 
love, trust and support can be lost and 
found in expected places, and one of 
the real pleasures of Cody’s story lies 
in the way it doesn’t let any single 
major character remain a mere type 
when called upon to make important 
decisions. 

How well anything in the film 
comes across ultimately comes down 
to Page’s performance, and, like the 
film as a whole, it’s a piece of work 
that, at its best, is characterized by its 
distinctive way of catching you off 
guard. Though still only 20 and elfin, 
Page has been slated as the next big 
thing for a little while now. The web- 
dating sicko thriller Hard Candy was 
meant to be her breakthrough, but 
she's far better served by Juno. She 
has a terrifically breezy way with the 
dialogue and never forces emotion, 
even when the script seems to 
demand it of her. The performance of 
the year? Not quite. The first major 
stop on a road to a brilliant career? 
Very likely. v 
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Novelist Khaled Hosseini accomplished a 
writers’ dream after only one novel. In just 
its first edition, The Kite Runner won 
over readers and was erected on display 
stands at the entrance of just about every 
bookstore. The post-9/11 readership was 
enthralled by the pre-9/11 and—for most 
of the novel, anyway—pre-Taliban society 
in Afghanistan. They'll be astonished 
again by the visualization of 1970s 
Afghanistan. 

Khalid Abdalla plays Amir, a mid-thir- 
ties Afghan-American writer, just cele- 
brating the first print of his first book 
(sound familiar?). The excitement is cut 
short, however, when he’s called to 
Pakistan to meet an old family friend who 
promises him a way to “be good again.” 
The movie flashbacks to Kabul 30 years 
prior, and continues on a chronological 
plot back to the present time. In a strange- 
ly Western Afghanistan, young Amir, 
played by first-time actor Zekeria 
Ebrahimi, is the son of a wealthy, over- 
bearing Afghan intellectual. His best 
friend is the servant's son, Hassan (Ahmad 
Khan Mahmidzada), a champion kite run- 
ner with incomparable skills. Though it 
seems hard to imagine, the movie makes 
kiting as exciting as Quidditch from the 
Harry Potter franchise. Hassan protects 
Amir's kite like their friendship depends on 
it, and when a bully threatens to destroy 
it, he saves the kite at the expense of 
being raped. Amir, a witness, does noth- 
ing—forever feeling like a traitor. 

The Soviet invasion of 1979 estranges 
the friends. Amir comes to America with 
his father, goes to school, falls in love, 
gets married, takes care of his ailing dad, 
writes a book—minutiae compared to the 
rest of the story. 

The problem with Kite Runner is that 
most of the meat is stuffed towards the 
end. As it lingers around the friendship 
between Amir and Hassan, and then 
Amir’s marriage, it works only to build on 
personality and chemistry, forgetting that 
the real crux of the story is only half- 
established. And for a movie with such 
fieavy content, it's surprisingly light for 
two-thirds of the movie, a major fault 
because, in contrast, the thrilling ending 
suddenly feels like a Chuck Norris flick. 
(The ridiculous blink-if-you-dare score is 
partly to blame for this ambient shift.) 

Director Marc Forster deserves plenty 
of credit for pulling the best possible per- 
formances from his cast, so many of 
which are Afghanistan-native non-actors. 
But perhaps the director of the vivid film 
Finding Neverland was too occupied with 
his actors to really focus on the visuals of 
Kite Runner, which is shot generically, 
i making any use of the awesome 
landscape 


rr of the book, and there are many, 


will rejoice in this movie. It’s very loyal to 
the book, and even risked the safety of its 
child actors to maintain that loyalty. It is 
definitely worth seeing, but the plot suf- 
fers greatly due to its determined chronol- 
ogy. Had they mixed the scenes of past 
and present, more conflict and an overall 
better picture could have arisen. 


PS | LOVE YOU 

DIRECTED BY RICHARD LAGRAVENESE 

WRITTEN BY SEVEN ROGERS, RICHARD LAGRAVENESE 
STARRING HILLARY SWANK, GERARD BUTLER, LISA KUOROW 
an 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 
For all the girlfriends and wives chagrined 
into watching Hitman a month ago, it's 


P NOM 


fucking payback time! You won't even 
have to tell your boyfriend what this one’s 
about to make him squirm. Just bat your 
eyelashes and tell him you're taking him 
to a movie called PS / Love You. But, 
ladies, beware: PS could be a dangerous 
infiltrator in your relationship. It sets 
expectations of men so high that it’s 
impossible for any real-world male to live 
up to them without a script wedged 
behind his eyelids. It purports the notion 
that there are actual men out there whose 
sole flaw is mortality 

Hillary Swank is Holly Kennedy, an 
uptight New Yorker married to an upbeat 
Irish immigrant, Gerry, played by Gerard 
Butler. Her husband is charming, hilarious 
and a talented musician with abs and dim- 
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ples chiseled by Michelangelo himself 
Yet, she loves him like Edmontonians love 
scraping ice off of their windshields 

Holly doesn’t have the perfect life that 
she hallucinated of as a little girl. The 
problem is money—there’s not enough of 
it. | guess nobody told her marrying a 
musician that she met in a pub while trav- 
elling Europe one summer when she was 
19 would interfere with her lavish future 
However, the value of money plummets 
when Gerry dies. She finally stands back 
remembers why she married him, and 
realizes what a horrible wife she was. For 
months, she buries herself under fast food 
and golden-era Hollywood flicks. Not even 
4 supporting cast like Lisa Kudrow, Gina 
Gershon and Kathy Bates can pull her out 


of the mud. It takes a posthumous letter 
from Gerry received on her 30th birthday 
to guide her to recovery. It’s fol j 
by countless more throughout + ear, 
although most of Gerry's advice invol 
getting dolled up and going out. So she 
does. The end 

PS | Love You is based on a nove 
the writers (both male, by the way) didn't 
adjust it into a fluid story fit for a one-off 
experience. Flashbacks from the 
Kennedy's marriage are dropped through- 
out the movie like pebbles on a trail to 
Nowhere. The scenes don't exist to for- 
ward the story; they exist only to make 
viewers swoon. They do nothing to deep- 
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FRI-SUN 7:10 & 9:00 PM * WED-THU 9:30 PM 
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All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 
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du Canada Ir wero Arts 


Canada Council 
_ for the Arts, 


INTO THE WILD 


(S CLOSED DECEMBER 20 - JANUARY 3 FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


COMING SOON IN JANUARY 
DAVID LYNCH-A-THON! 





THE KITE RUNNER 
NIGHTLY 6:50 & 9:15 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00 PM 


RATED 148, 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANT! ITERNTHBATRORCA 









FILM CAPSULES 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


en Holly's sorrow because the writers are 
bent on making the audience smile. PS is 
too indulged by slapstick humor to forge 
any meaning. It's fantasy-sitcom without 
the dragons and wacky neighbor. 

And yet, despite its predictability, 
pointlessness, and delusions of 
grandeur, audiences will get all they‘re 
expected to get out of it: a big cry—from 
the women with butterflies eating away 
at the walls of their stomachs, and their 
partners, realizing they will never be 
good enough again. 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 
DIRECTED BY JAKE KASDAN 


GARNEAU 


INTO THE WILD 


FRI - SUN 6:45 & 9:30 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00 PM 


VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


NIGHTLY 7:00 — a PM 
WED — SUN MATINEE 2:00PM 


RATED 168 COMTEE LAMIOLLAGE, MATURE THEMES 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


WITTEN BY KASDAN, JUDD APATOW 
STARRING JOHN C REILLY, JENNA FISCHER 
kkk 


DAVID BERRY / david@yueweekly.com 

The script might have the names Apatow 
and Kasdan on it, but it wouldn't have 
been terribly surprising to see two other 
names in the credits of Walk Hard: The 
Dewey Cox Story. Zucker and Abraham. 
Though it certainly does infuse the ZAZ 
brand of parody with Apatow’s (Kasdan’s a 
disciple from the Freaks and Geeks days) 
trademark inspired crudity and understat- 
ed heart, Walk Hard is parody in the pure 
ZAZ sense. 

That's entirely a compliment to the film, 
as well. Though the typical Hollywood 
parody movie has devolved into little more 
than cultural references on parade—due 
at least in part to Jim Abrahams, who 
pretty much nose-dived the instant he 
broke off with the Zucker brothers, David 
and Jerry—the original ZAZ films were 
pretty much dumb genius, a milieux of so 
many obvious, sly, sharp, painful, punny 
and occasionally inspired jokes that they 
were almost impossible not to laugh 
through, even if you were groaning just as 
often. Walk Hard takes a similar tack, 
throwing almost anything it can think of at 
the screen in the hopes that at least some 
of it will stick. 

Most obviously a parody of Walk the 
Line, but also of the music biopic in gener- 
al—if nothing else, let's hope it deflates 
the whole celebrity-impersonation-as-act- 
ing craze at least a little, similar to the 
way Airplane! took some of the piss out of 
the disaster film—the film follows ficti- 
tious folk singer Dewey Cox (played by 
John C Reilly as a combination of Prairie 
Home Companion’s Lefty and Talladega 
Nights’ Cal Naughton Jr) from tragic child- 
hood to music stardom to drug-fuelled 
demise to stirring comeback. Through it all 
Apatow, Kasdan and a talented and 
cameo-heavy supporting cast take shots 


at everything they can see, from biopic 
conventions to specific celebrities. 

The jokes themselves are of varying 
quality, with the unquestionable stand- 
outs being the drug undercurrent—partic- 
ularly Tim Meadows’ attempted defence 
of “reefer,” which is paced and executed 
perfectly—and Dewey's meeting with the 
Beatles, even if the latter is essentially 
just Jack Black, Paul Rudd, Justin Long 
and Jason Schwartzman mugging for the 
camera. There's a decent number that are 
cheap enough gags to make even the ZAZ 
team blush (“I've got to resist the tempta- 
tions,” screams Dewey, just before the 
camera cuts to the Motown group practic- 
ing “My Girl”) but enough work that you're 
never too far from a laugh. 

It's effective enough, in fact—and 
should do enough box office, with 
Apatow’s name attached—that, with any 
luck, it'll remind Hollywood that parodies 
can be more than the Wayans brothers 
spoofing Michael Jackson. 


NOW PLAYING 


1 AM LEGEND 

DIRECTED BY FRANCIS LAWRENCE 

WRITTEN BY MARK PROTOSEVICH, AKIVA GOLDSMAN, 
RICHARD MATHESON 

STARRING WILL SMITH 

kk 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 
The dystopic realm in science fiction sto- 
rytelling (in short, a scary tale about the 
end of the world) caters to a few handfuls 
of contemporary anxieties. At the con- 
scious forefront of / Am Legend, there's a 
concern for family values and the ongoing 
Western-world combined fear of zombies 
and terrorism when the streets of New 
York are emptied out for Will Smith as the 
last survivor of a cancer vaccine gone 
wrong. 

ct oe Neville (Smith) ails for compan- 
ionship with his spunky German Sheperd 
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Tell Your Story. 


HOP 


Documentary Methodology 


14 weeks 
starts Jan 16th 





me out until after dark. 
only is he immune to 
but his background as a 

ed him figure out a cou- 











les, or “dark-seekers” 
day in dark warehouses, 
2 night, run wild like ban- 
( f the | last pound of flesh 
ro. During these night- 

rls up with the pooch 
athtub, and uses the 
on the loss of his 
disaster. As signs of a 
after Neville kidnaps 
dark-seeker, he real- 
ich time as the merciless 
losing in on him. 
e intentions of / Am Legend 
by its indulgence in por- 
amiliar cityscapes as ruined and 
2 suitably entertaining. 
Director Francis Lawrence (Constantine, 
eo for Britney Spears’ “I'm A Slave 
some eagerly poetic visuals 
in the first half, accompanied by the 
absence of a musical score. A tempera- 
ment develops that uniquely credits the 
audience to have a patience for his 
obscured vision. 

The trailer doesn’t give a good sense of 
what the dark-seekers look like, probably 
because the shitty CG| vacates most of the 
film’s credibility. In the best frames, the 
monsters are a cross between a Sphynx cat 
and Smith's white-faced robot enemies in /, 
Ffobot. They're not frightening, believable, 
or even fun to ridicule; really, | would have 
preferred the white faces and black cloaks 
of The Omega Man, the last cinematic 
adaptation of Richard Matheson’s 1954 / 
Am Legend novel. 

Overall, / Am Legend is an IMAX 
moment, a 70-foot spectacle that gets 
smaller and less interesting the more one 
stares at it. Besides, if | really wanted to 
fear for the end of the world, I'd shop for 
a five-appliance apartment with balcony 
in Alberta. 


ALSO OPENING THIS WEEK 


ALIEN VS PREDATOR: REQUIEM More 
likely to feature gratuitous violence than 
Mozart. Opens Tue, Dec 25. 


ATONEMENT James McAvoy and Keira 
Knightley star in this adaptation of lan 
MecEwan's novel. Read Omar Mouallem's 
review on page 37. 



































WAR Tom Hanks and 
rts bankroll the Afghani 


ae ‘style. Read David Berry's 


4 


ao stars as a precocious 
an accidental pregnan- 
way. Read Josef Braun's 


iny Depp and Tim 
story of the mur- 
Braun’s review 


FILM LISTINGS § 


FRI, DECEMBER 








CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


‘CHRISTMAS IN WONDERLAND 
Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:40, 7:20, 9:40, 11:50; Sun 1:45, 

~ 4:40, 7:20, 9:40; Mon 1:45, 4:40, 7:20; Tue 4:40, 
7-25, 9:40; Wed-Thu 1:45, 4:40, 7:25, 840 


THIS CHRISTMAS (PG, not recommended for 
children) 


Fii-Sat 1:25, 4:00, 6:45, 9:15, 11:40; Sun, Wed-Thu 
1:25, 4:00, 6:45, 9:15; Mon 1:25, 4:00, 6:45; Tue 
4:00, 6:45, 9:15 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER EMPORIUM (G) 
FrivSat 1;50, 4:45, 7:05, 9:30, 11:35; Sun, Wed-Thu 
1:50, 4:45, 7:05, 9:30; Mon 1:50, 4:45, 7:05; Tue 
4:45, 7:05, 9:30 

LIONS FOR LAMBS (144) 

Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:20, 6:55, 9:20, 11:30; Sun 1:40, 
4:20, 6:55, 9:20; Mon 1:40, 4:20, 655. 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
Fri-Sat 1:00, 4:15, 7:40, 10:50; Sun, Wed-Thu 1:00, 
4:15, 7:40; Mon 1:00, 4:15; Tue 4:15, 7:40 


BEE MOVIE (G) 

Fri-Sat 1:10, 3:10, 5:05, 7:15, 9:10, 11:20; Sun, 
Wed-Thu 1:10, 3:10, 5:05, 7:15, 9:10; Mon 1:10, 
3:10, 5:05, 7:15; Tus 6:06, 7:15, 9:10 


90 DAYS OF NIGHT (184, gory scenes) 

Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:90, 7:25, 9:50, 12:15; Sun 1:45, 
4:30, 7:25, 9:50; Mon 1:45, 4:30, 7:25; Tue-Thu 
430, 9:50 


WE OWN THE NIGHT (14A, brutal violence, sexual 
content, substance abuse) 

Fri-Sat 1:30, 4:25, 7:10, 9:45, 12:10; Sun 1:20, 
4:25, 7.10, 9:45; Mon 1:30, 4:25, 7:10; Tue 7:30; 
Wed-Thy 1:30, 7:30 


THE HEARTBREAK KID (184, saxuel content) 
Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:50, 720, 10:00, 12:20; Sun 1:55, 
i ‘50, 7:30; Tus 4:50, 
735, 10:00; Wed-Thu 1:55, 50, 7:35, 40:00 


ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG, not recommended 
children) 











for 

Fri-Sat 1:15, 4:10, 6:55, 9:95, 12:05, Sun, Wed-Thu 

10, 6:55, 9:35: Mon 1:15, 4:10, 6:55; Tue 
9:35 






EASTERN PROMISES (184, gory scenes) 

Fri-Sat 2:00, 4:15, 8:40, 9:10, 11:25; Sun, Wed-Thu 
2:00, 4:15, 6:40, 9:10; Mon 2:00, 4:15, 6:40; Tus 
4:16, 6:40, 9:10 


children) 
Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:20, 6:50, 9:25, 11:55; Sun 1:20, 
4:20, 6:50, 9:25; Mon 1:20, 4:20, 6:50 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Tus 4:35, 7:10, 9:35; Wed-Thu 1:40, 4:35, 7:10, 
935 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Tue 4:20, 7:20, 9:45; Wed-Thy 1:35, 4:20, 7:20, 
9:45 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 
‘Tue 4:05, 6:50, 9:20; Wed-Thu 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 
$20 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231. 137th Avenue, 732-2235 


‘WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY (144, 
sexual content, nudity, substances abuse) 

No passes Ft-Sun, Wed-Thu 12,30, 2:50, 5:20, 
8:00, 10:30; Mon 12:30, 2:50, 5:20, 8:00; Tus 5:20, 
8:00, 10:30 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (PC) 
No passes Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 1:50, 4:40, 7:40, 
40:15; Mon 1:50, 4:40, 7:40; Tus 4:40, 7:40, 10.15 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON BARBER OF 
FLEET STREET (184, gory scenes) 

No passes Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 1:10, 4:20, 7:15, 
10:10; Mon 1:10, 4:20, 7:15; Tue 4220, 7:15, 10:10 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF SECRETS 
(Pa) 


No passes Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:00, 1:00, 3:20, 
a8, 645, 730, 9:45, 10:35; Mon 12:00, 1:00, 
3:20, 4:15, 6:45, 7:30; Tus 3:20, 4:15, &45, 7:30, 
9.45, 10:35 


PS. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language} 
‘No passes Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 
10:00; Mon 1:20, 4:10, 7:00; Tus 4:10, 7:00,10:00 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (3) 

No passes Fil-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:10, 2:30, 4:50. 
7:10, 9:30; Mon 12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:10; Tus 4:50, 
7:10, 9:30 


1 AM LEGEND (14, frightening sone) 
No paseas Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:20, 1:30, 2:40, 
4:00, 5:10, 6:40, 7:50, 920, 10:20, Man 1220. 
1:90, 240.400, &:10, 640, 7:50, Toa 4:00, 5:10, 
6:40, 7:50, 9:20, 10:20 


ee 
ommended for 
Rare ee GO, 10, 820, 430, 620, 
aes 10:05; Mon 1240, 1:40, 3:30, 430, 
Tie 3:30, 6:80, 9.15; Wod-Thu 12:40, 
sneaine 


language, disturbing 
fron aso. $50,810, or tbae, ain 138, 810, 
10225; Mon 2:00, 5:30, 8:10 





ENCHANTED (G) 
Fri-Sun, Wed- Thu 1-15, 3:50, 7:05, 40; Mon 1:15, 
9:50, 7:05; Tue 3:50, 7.05, 40 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (154 gory 
Fri-Sun 12:50, 3:40, 6:50, 9:80; Mon 12:50, 340, 
650 


Pe eee, 3:40, 6:50, 


ALIENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM (184, cory 


scenes) 
‘Tue 5:90, 8:10, 10:40; Wed-Thu 12:40, 3:00, 5:30, 
8:10, 1040 


JUNO (144, coeree language, mature themes) 
No passes Tus 4:30, 7:20, 9:55; Wed-Thu 1:40, 
4390, 7-20, 9:55 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUT! 
1525-09 St, 496-8585 
WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY (14A, 
‘sexual content, nudity, substance 
No passes Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:20, 2:50, 5:20, 


8:10, 10:30; Mon 12:20, 2:50, 5:20, 8:10; Tue 2:50, 
5:20, 8:10, 10°30 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (PG) 
No passes Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 1:45, 4:45, 7:45, 
10:16; Mon 1:45, 4:45, 7:45 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON BARBER OF 
FLEET STREET (184. gory scenes) 

No passes Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 1:50, 4:50, 7:50, 
10:40; Mon 1:50, 4:50, 7:50 


ae HOON OF SECRETS 


No passes Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:00, 1:00, 3:15, 
4:16, 6:45, 7:30, 9:45, 10:30; Mon 12:00, 1:00, 





B.S. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
No passes Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 9:50; 
Mon 1:10, 4:10, 7:10 


THE KITE RUNNER (14A, disturbing content) 
Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:50, 3:40, 6:40, 9:40; Mon 
12:50, 3:40, 6:40; Tue 3:40, 6:40, 9:40 


1 AM LEGEND (14A, frightening soanes) 

No passes Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:20, 1:30, 3:00, 
4:00, 5:30, 7:00, 8:00, 9:45, 10:45; Mon 12:30, 
1:30, 3:00, 4:00, 5:30, 7:00, 8:00, Tue 1:20, 3:00, 
4:00, 5:30, 7:00, 8:00, 9:45, 10:45 


ATONEMENT (STC) 
Fri-Sun, Toe-Thu 1:20, 4:20, 7:15, 10:15; Mon 1:20, 
4:20, 7:15 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, Violenc=, not reo- 
‘ommended for young chidren) 

No passas Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 1:40, 4:40, 720, 
10:40; Mon 1:40, 4:40, 7:20 


ENCHANTED (G) 

Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:45, 3:45, 6:45, 9:30; Mon 
12:45, 3:45, 6:45; Tue 3:45, 6:45, 9:30 
AUGUST RUSH (PG) 


Fri 12:10, 3:20, 7:15, 10:00; Sat 3:20, 7:15, 10:00; 
Sun 12:10, 7:15, 10:00; Mon 12:10, 3:20, 7:15 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184 gory 
scenes) 

Fri-Sun 12:40, 3:30, 7:40, 10:20; Mon 12:40, 3:20, 
7:40 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri-Sat 1:15, 3:50, E20, 620; Sun 1:15, 350, 9:20, 
Mon 1:15, 





THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE DEEP 


(PG) 

Tue-Thu 1;15, 3:50, 6:30, 9:20 

ALIENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM (184, gory 
‘soanes) 

‘Tus 3:20, 5:40, 8:15, 10:45; Wed-Thu 12:40, 3:20, 
&40, 8:15, 10:45 


JUNO (14A, coame language, mature themes) 
No passes Tue 2:40, 5:10, 7:40, 10:00; Wed-Thu 
12:10, 2:40, 5:10, 7:40, 10:00 

27 DRESSES (STC) 

‘Sneek Preview: Thu 7:00 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 
9882-170 St, 444-1829 


WELCOME (Hind W/ES.T., STC) 
Fri 4:30, 8:30; Sat-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:30, 4:30, 8:30; 
Mon 12:30, 4:30, Tua 6:30 
TAARE ZAMEEN PAR (Hine W/E.S.T., STC) 
Fri 4:00, 8:00; Sat-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:00, 4:00, 8:00; 
Mon 12:00, 4:00; Tue 8:00 

IN WONDERLAND (PG) 
Fri 4:50, 7:10, 920; Sat-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:10, 220, 
4:50, 7:10, 9:20; Mon 12:10, 2:20, 4:50; Tus 7:10, 
920 


THIS CHRISTMAS (PG, not recommended for 
young chidren) 
Fri 6:40; Sat-Sun 12:45, 6:40; Mon 12:45 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER EMPORIUM (G) 
Fri 5:00, 7:15, 930; Sat-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:20, 245, 
ay 7:15, 240; Mon 1220, 2:45, 5:00; Tus 7:15, 


Seva il one aca voile 
{ 
tron, \Wod-Thu 3:50, 9:45; Mon 3:50, Tus 45 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (154) 
Fri 5:16, B:A5: Sat-Sun, Wed-Thu 1:00, 5:15, 6:45; 
Mon 1:00, 5:15; Tus 8:45 


BEE MOVIE (G) 

Fri 4:45, 7:00, 9:15; Sat-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:15, 2:30, 
4:45, 7500, 9:15; Man 12:15, 20, 4:45, Tue 7:00, 
15 


ae 
Fit-Sun 3:45, 40; Mon 3:45 
ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG, not commended 


b 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 
‘Tus 6:40, 9:40; Wad-Thu 12:45, 3:45, 6:40, 9:40 


10200-102 Ave. 421-7020 
ATONEMENT (STC) 
No passes, Dolby Stereo Digtal Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 


7:15, 10:10; Mon 1:00, 4:00, 8:45; Tue-Thu 4:00, 
7:15, 10:10 


Fe i a aa 


No passes, Dolby Stereo Digital Fr-Sun 12:30, 
3:20, 6:45, 9:50; Mon 12:30, 3:30, 6:30; Tue-Thu 
3:30, 6:45, 9:50 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON BARBER OF 
FLEET STREET (184, gory scenes} 

No passes, Dolby Stereo Digital Fri-Sun 12:45, 
3:45, 7:00, 10:00; Mon 12:45, 3:45, 6:45; Tue-Thu 
3:45, 7:00, 10:00 


(CHARLIE WILSON’'S WAR (PG) 
DTS Digital, No passes Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:10, 6:40, 
ay Mon 1:20, 4:10, 6:40; Tue-Thu 4:10, 6:40, 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY (144, 
‘sete! content, nuciy, substance abuse) 

OTS Digital, No passes Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:30, 7-20, 
bette 1:30, 4:30, 7:10; Tue-Thu 4:30, 7:20, 


P.S. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse 
OTS Digital, No passes Fri-Sun 12:20, 3:20, 6:35, 
a4 Mon 12:20, 3:20, 6:35; Tue-Thu 3:40, 6:35, 


SAN FRANCISCO BALLET NUTCRACKER 
(Classification not available) 
Sat 1:00 


ALIENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM (18, gory 
scenes) 

DTS Digtal, No passes Tue 4:40, 7:40, 10:15; Wod- 
Thu 1:40, 4:40, 7:40, 10:15 


ENCHANTED (G) 
OTS Digital Fri-Sun 12:25, 3:00, 7:20, 9:45; Mon 
12:25, 3:00, 7:00 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, viclenoa, not rec 
ommended for young chidren) 

DTS Digital, No passes Fri, Sun 12:15, 2:10, 6:30, 
9:10; Sat 6:50, 9:10; Mon 12:15, 3:10, 6:20; Tue 
Thu 3:35, 6:30, 9:10 


| AM LEGEND (144, frightening scsnes) 

OTS Digital, No passes Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:10, 7:30, 
1015; Mon 1:10, 4:10, 7:10; Tue-Thu 4:10, 7:30, 
1015 


REVIEW 10 


4211-189 Ave, 472-7600 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF SECRETS 
(PG) No passes 

Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:40, 3:40, 6:45, 9:45; Mon 
12:40, 3:40, 6:45; Tue 3:40, 6-45, 9:45 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR(PG) No passes 
Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 1:50, 4:20, 7:20, 9:50; Mon 1:50, 
4:20, 7:00; Tus 4:20, 7:20, 9:50 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY (144, 
‘sexual content, nudity, substance abuse) No 


passes 
Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 1:40, 4:80, 7:05, 9:25; Mon 1:40, 
4:30, 7:05; Tue 4:30, 7:05, 25 


PS. | LOVE YOU (PG, ‘coarse language) No passes 
9:40; Mon 






12:50, 3:50, 6:40; Tus 3:50, 6: 
ALIENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM (18, gory 


scenes) 
No passes Tus 4:40, 7:25, 10:00; Wed-Thu 2:10, 
4:40, 7:25, 10:00 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 


DEEP(PG) 

Tus 4:10, 6:40, 9:20, Wed-Thu 1:00, 4:10, 6:40, 
9:20 

HITMAN (18A, gory scenes) 

Fri-Sun 2:10, 4:40, 7:15, 10:00; Mon 2:10, 4:40, 
7:10 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Fri-Gun, Wed-Thu 1:20, 4:26, 7:00, 9:35; Mon 1:20, 
425, 7:00, Tue 4:25, 7:00, 8:35 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, violenos, nol rec 
ommended for young children) 

Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 1:30, 4;00, 6:35, 9:15; Mon 1230, 
4:00, 6:35; Tue 4:00, 6:35, 9:15. 


| AM LEGEND (14A frightening scenes) 
No passes Fri-Sun 1:00, 2:00, 4:10, 4:50, 6:40, 
7:25, 9:10, 9:55; Mon 1:00, 2:00, 4:10, 4:60, 6:40, 
7-08; Tus 4:50, 7:16, 9:55; Wed-Thu 2:00, 4:50, 
7:15, 855 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (6) 
Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:30, 2:40, 5:00, 7:10, 9:30; 
Mon 12:30, 2:40, 5:00, 7:10; Tue 5:00, 7:10, 9:30 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY (144. 
seal content, nudity, substance abuse) 
No passes Fri, Tus 4:40, 7:40, 10:16; Sat-Sun, 
Wed-Thu 1:20, 4:40, 7:40, 10:15; Mon 1:20, 4:40, 
7:40 
CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (PG) 

No passes Fil, Tue 4:15, 7:20, 10:05; Sat-Sun, 
WodThu 12:20, 4:15, 7:20, 10:05; Man 12:20, 
4:15, 7:20 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF SECRETS 





FG) 

No passes Fi, Tus 4:10, 7:10, 10:10; Sat-Sun, 
Wed-Thu 12:10, 4:10, 7:10, 10:10; Mon 12:10, 
4:10, 710 


PS. 1 LOVE YOU 


(PG, coarse languege) 
No passes Fil, Tuo 3:45, 6:50, 9:45; Sat-Sun, Wed- 
Thu 12:45, 3:45, 650, 9:45; Mon 12:65, 3:45, 650 


ALVIN AND THE 


THE CHIPMUNKS (3) 
| No passes Fi, Tus 4:50, 7°25, 040; Sat-Sun, Wed- 
Thu 12.00, 20, 4:50, 725, 9:40; Mon 12:00, 
2D, 40, 7:25 


1 AM LEGEND (144, 






Sat-Sun 1230, 1:0, 3:20, 4:30, 7:00, 739, 9:50, 


to chicron) fightoning scenes) 
Fit, Tue 6:45; Sat-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:50, 6:45, Mon (Sermate 4:30, 7:00, 7:30, $50, 1020; 
1250 





1020; Mon 42:30, 1:30, 3:30, 4:30, 7:00, 7:30; Tus 
330, 7:00, 9:50; Wed-Thu 12:30, 3:30, 7:00, $50 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, violence, not rec- 

/ommended for young chiidren) 

No passes Fri, Tue 4:00, 7:15, 10:00; Sat-Sun, 

ee ee A 7:15, 10:00; Mon 1:00, 4:00, 
1 

ENCHANTED (G) 

Fri, Tue 3:50, 7:05, 9:55; Sat-Sun, Wed-Thu 12:50, 

3:50, 7-05, 9:55; Mon 12:50, 3:50, 7:05 

AUGUST RUSH (PG) 

Fi-Sat 6:45, 9:30; Sun 9:30; Mon 6:45 


FRED CLAUS (PC) 
Fri-Sat S40; Sun 12:40; Mon 12:40, 3:40 


NUTCRACKER/CASSE-NOISETTE (Cessification 


ALIENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM (184 gory 
scenes) 

‘Tus 4:30, 7-30, 10:20; Wed-Thu 1:30, 4:30. 7:30, 
10:20 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE DEEP 
3) 
Tue 3:40, 6:45, 9:90; Wed-Thu 12:40, 3:49, 645, 
@30 


8712-109 St. 439-0725 
Gosed cn Dec. 24 and 25 


INTO THE WILD (144) 
Fri-Sun 6:45, 9:30; Sat, Sun 2:00 


MUNO (144, coarse language, mature themes) 
Wed-Fif 7:00, 9:00; Wed-Sun 2:00 


| ___GRANDINTHEATRE | 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. 
Albert, 458-9622 


WALK HARD : THE DEWEY COX STORY (144 
sexual content, nudity, substance abuse) No passes 
Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon, Wed, Thu 1:25, 3:25, 5:25, 
7:25, 9:25; Tus 1:25, 3:25 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, 
ommended for young chiiren) 
Fri Sat Sun Mon 12:30, 6:40 


ENCHANTED (G) 

Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon 2:40 4:40 8:45 

THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE DEEP 
(PG) 

No passes Tus 12:30, 2:40, 4:40; Wed, Thu 12:20, 
2:40, 4:40, 6:40, 8:45 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 

Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon, Wed, Thu 12:55, 2:55 4:55, 
6:55, B55; Tus 12:55, 2:55, 4:55 

1AM LEGEND (14A, frightening scenes) 

No passes Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon, Wed, Thu 1:40, 2:40, 
6:40, 7:40, 9:40; Tus 1:40 3:40 

NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF SECRETS 
(PG) No passes 

Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon, Wed, Thu 1:15, 4:05, 6:45, 
9:15; Tus 1:15, 4.05 


LEDUC CINEMAS 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 996-2728 
Dato of issue only, Thu, Dec. 20 


TAM LEGEND (144, frightening sosnea) 
Thu, Dec, 20; 7:00, 9:25 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Thy, Dec, 20: 6:55, 2:15 


THE BEE MOVIE (G) 
Thu, Dec. 20: 7:05, 9:30 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Thu, Dec, 20: 7:10, 9:30 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


660148 Ave, Camrose, 780-808-2144 


Giosed on Dec. 24 and 25, matinees on Dec. 26, 
28-31, Jan. 1, 3, 5, 6. No 9:00 shows on Dec. 31, 
New Year's Eve. 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF SECRETS 





vielence, not reo 





PG) 
Daily 7:05 9.05; Sat Sur 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Daly 7:20, 9:10; Sat Sun 2:20 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY (144, 
sexual content, nudity, and substance abuse) 
Daily 7:15 9:15; Sat Sun 2:15 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Dally 7:10, 9:20; Sat Sun 2:10 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE DEEP 





3) 
Wed-Fri 7:10 9:20; Sat Sun 2-10 
1 AM LEGEND [144 froth 





(ing scenes) 








Happy Holiderye-cesed uni Jan. 4th, 2008 


Y- PARKLAND CINEMA 7 | CINEMA 7 
120 Century Crossing, Spruce Grove, 972- 
22, Serving Spruce Grove, Stony Pimins 

Parkland County 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG. violence, not rec: 
commanded for young chvcren) 
Fri Sat Sun 7:06, 9-30; Sat-Sun 12:45, 505 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE DEEP 


Wed, Thu, Fri 12:45, 3:05, 7:05, 230 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR(14A coarse enquage) 
Daly 7:15, 9:20; 1:05, 3:15 


PS. LLOVE YOU (PG, cose lenquage) 
Daily 7:25, 9:45; 1:15, 345 


DEC 20 - DEC 26,2007 
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RADOWAL TREABURE: BOOK OF SECHETS 
Daly 7:10, 2:40; 12-50, 320 

WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY (144 
sexual content, nudity, substance abuse} 

Detly 7:30, 8:40; 1:20, 3:30 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 
Daly 7:00, 9:00; Sat Sun 1.00, 3: 


1 AM LEGEND (144, tightening 
Dally 7:20, S00; Sat Suny 1:00, 


10957-82 Ave, 433-0728 
(Gosed on Dec. 24 end 25 


KITE RUNNER (144, dieting corter vd 
Dally 6:50, 9:15; Sat Sun 200 | 


MARGOT AT THE WEDDING (144 









Quage) 
Fri-Sun 7:10, 9:00, Wed-Thu 9:30; Sat Sun 230 


INTO THE WILD (144) 
Wed-Thu 6:45 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, 8852-170 St. 444-2400 
WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY (14A. 








CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (PG | 
Nepa SS oO 
9:40; Mon 1:00, 
















NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF SECRETS (au 
(PG) ) 
No passes Fri-Sun, Wed-Th. 
9:45, Mon 12:15, 3:15 
1:15, 4:15, 7:40, 10: 





No passes Fri 12:30, 1 
45, 10:30; Sat 


10:45; Mon 1:00, 4:00, 7 
Wed-Thu 1:00, 4:00, 7 





THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG 
recommended for 
Fri-Sat, Wed-Thu 12:60. 





AWAKE (144, coarse language, disturbing 
content) & 
Fri 2:00, 5:00, 7:10, 9:20 7 








2:00, 6:00, 9:59; Mon 2:00, 5 
ENCHANTED (G) 
Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 1:20, 4 





1:20, 4:20, 7:20; Ti 





BEOWULF (14), Vick 
Fri-Sun 12:40, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50; Mon 
6:50 


12:40, S50. 


NUTCRACKER/CASSE-NOISETTE (O: 
not avaliable) 

Sat 1200 

EDMONTON OILERS VS. CHICAGO BLACK 
HAWKS (Gasstication not avaliable) 

Sun 5:00 


AUENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM (154 gory 








S210, 10:45 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE DEEP 
ra 
Tus 3:50, 6:50, 250, 
9:50 


27 DRESSES (STO) 
Sneak Preview: Thu 


ed-Thu 12:40, 3:50, €50 












(PG) Fr-Sun. ¥ 1:10, 3:35, $35; Mon 
1:10, 3:35; Tue 7:05, 935 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) . 
Dolby Stereo i Fri-Sun, Wed-Thu 125% 5. 





6:55, 9:16; Mont 12:55, $16; Tue 655, 15 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY (144. 
sexuet content, nudity, sudstanos abuse} 
OTS Digtal, No passes FrtSun, Wed-Thu 0. 

2:45, 7:15, 245; Mon 1:20, 3:45; Tue 7:15, S45 


‘THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG. volenca, not rec 
crnmendad for young ccren) OTS Diotel 
Fri-Sun, Wed-Thy 12:45, 3:25, 6:45, 825; Mon 
1245, 3:25; Tue 645, 825 


[WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 


780-352-9922 


1 AM LEGEND (144, frightening scenes) 
Daly 7:00, 925; Sat Sun 1:00, $25 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Daly 6:55, 2:15; Sat Sun 12:55, 320 


THE BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daly 7505, 9% Sst Sun 1:05, $90 


AUGUST RUSH PG) 
Daly 7:10, $30, Set, Sun 1:10, 230 
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FEST COCEATOO, THE PLAIN DEALERS, THE LINE ATLANTIC 
DOUG HOYER, THE WELL-HUNG MILLIONAIRES & ELI RITZ 


KD TROLE 


with RAYGUN COWBOYS & THE BENDERS 


ETD TEAM BUILDING 


HD GERONIMO | 


Witz EILL THE LIGHTS & 40 THEIVES | 


FTI VIDEO GAMESLIVE 


WORLD PREMIERE OF MASS EFFECT © 


WITH SYMPHONY & CHORAL SUPPORT - PRESENTED BY FUTUREZSHOP 


WED FEBRUARY 27 


WITH SPECIAL GUEST ES WWEIWE C] EQW NED Ee 


LAST GANG ARTISTE WITH SPECIAL GUEST EXE AL. E’ES 


SES PRE WAYBACKS & _ 


ae al ARTISTS FROM SAN FRANCISCO ..GUESTS | 


ATED EXE@ ESATORDS (ARTS & CRAFTS) PLUS GUESTS © 


LED CRIMSKUNK ff 


JEL (BRENTOLIVER 


BOP & JCL PRESENT: 





ICL AND BRENT OLIVER PRESENTS HARDWOOD RECORDING ARTIST 





HAYDEN 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 9 


with guest JENN GRANT 


£ t's been a bit of a bumper year for 
« | Edmonton hip hop, with fresh, tra- 
is ditional releases in the last couple 
3 i of months from Low Budget Affiliates 
and iD following on the heels of 
Touch and Nato’s The Representatives 
in Intelligent Design and Intricate 
Minds’ Self-Hypnosis earlier this year . 

So, what's in the water?. 

“1 don't necessarily know if it’s 
Alberta that creates the right envi- 
ronment, but I think that we have a 
lot of creative people that want to do 
it properly and that are taking the 
right steps to make it so that Edmon- 
ton does have a hip-hop scene or an 
urban music community,” opines 
Synaptix, aka Joel Pelletier, one of 
Intricate Minds’ four MCs. “Like, 
people like Arlo [Young Mav of 
Politic Live] are doing it and that’s 
how it works ... the scene could be 
better, and | think that it’s so young 
that it just needs a lot of time to 
develop before we can all get, like, 
do a local show and have everyone 
know about it, you know. But it’s 
getting there, for sure. 

“There's some good music, and 
everyone is getting outside of Edmon- 
ton as well and getting radio play in 
the East and in the States, and it just 
helps everybody,” he continues. “You 
know, like anyone who's getting some 
shine helps the whole scene, for sure. 
It gives us all credibility.” 

Intricate Minds, who'll be sharing 
the sixth annual Hip Hop for 
Hunger bill with Moka Only, Fatty 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 


10025 - 101ST EDMONTON DOORS AT 7PM 
TICKETS ON SALE AT TICKETMASTER, 
BLACKBYRD, LISTEN & MEGATUNES 


VME wt 


Boke GEE AWN TAZ. 


Laue? EDMONTON FOOD BANK BENEFIT 


AT STARLITE ROOM 





MOROWITZ THEATRE 


JOSHRITTER 

















MUSIC 


DEC 20 - DEC 26, 2087 





IC 





FA EC 21 

HIP HOP FOR HUNGER 

WITH MOKA ON INTRICATE MINDS, FATY 
JONES, OB, FESHIY SQUEEZED, THIRD STREE 
BEAT THEW OFA DANCE EAM 

MARCUS GARVEY CENTRE (1505-125 AVENUE) 
SiO TH FOOD DONATION 


—) 
= 
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Jones and Freshly Squeezed, among 
others, has been doing its own part to 
shine the light on the scene. The 
group’s debut album, released in 
March, was picked up by Rawkus 
Records and re-released as one of the 
Rawkus 50 in November. And the 
album's single, “To the Letter” 
reached #3 on Rapnetwork Record 
Breaker and RapAttack charts earlier 
this month. 


NOT BAD FOR four guys from Red Deer 
who just started rhyming for fun. 

“If you felt like you had a little bit of 
skill, you know, you could all get 
together, if it was a party or we were 
just sitting around, and it was never 
to record or even to go in that direc- 
tion,” Synaptix says. “It was kind of 
like a this pipe dream we used to talk 
about ... like, ‘Imagine if we were 
famous rappers,’ you know. But 
somehow we just got to the point 
where someone splurged on some 
equipment and started making beats 
and we had our own studio, and once 
you start making songs, it’s like it’s 
not satisfying to listen to them your- 
self.” 

Eventually they started doing some 


Ce}stylus Music School 


Quality Education | Career Programs 


Master of Music Production & Technology 
Independent Music Producer 
Sound Design & Technology 


BACKLASH BLUES / 46: =e 


GHOSTS OF MODERN MAN / 47 


BEN SPENCER / 48 ~—— 
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Intricate Minds feeds the hunger 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


shows in Edmonton—many for free— 
and with that came some attention 
“After you do one show, people 
know that you're out there and it kind 
of surprised us,” he explains. “After 
you do a show, and then all of a sud 
den people are like, ‘Hey, you want to 
do this?’ So, that’s kind of how it 
started and just really doing a grind in 
Edmonton—doing shows for no 
money and just wanted to get experi 
ence, really. There’s some promoters 
that probably made some money of! 
of us, but I think it was worth it. For 
us, we never even talked about 
money at first, it was just, ‘Thanks for 
having us on the stage,’ ... you know, 
at that point, we were pretty much 
just practicing and it helped a lot.” 
Weathering the difficulties of hay 
ing members in different parts of the 
province and some lineup changes 
Intricate Minds—made up of MCs 
Synaptix, Profound Sound, Justin 
Crates, Verse and DJ Artistic—put 
together its own label, Burnt Reynolds 
Records, and took a year and a half in 
its Red Deer-based studio to cut a sin- 
gle and then a debut album six 
months later. At 22 tracks, the album 
according to one reviewer, might be 
long, but Synaptix explains that th: 
group wanted to show off its divers¢ 
MC styles, with rhymes covering 
everything from weed to the death 0! 
four RCMP officers in Mayerthorpe 


THE DECISION TO have multiple mcs 


happened pretty organically, but Int" 
cate Minds was going after the feel 0! 


. 1: 604.523.2969 


www.stylusmusicschool.com 
#60 8th Street, New Westminster, B.C. 





old school hip-hop group. 
«we've evolved a bit—some mem- 
rs dropped out and we've kind of 
up to four members. We 

d to have a few more, but that’s 
st how things go. People move in 
different directions, and stuff, but 
right now, we feel pretty solid about 
how our group is feeling,” he says. 
«and we just got a new DJ as well—Dj 
artistic. He's from Calgary. And he’s 
really helped us out. It really helps us 
out for our show because no one was 
4 DJ before. We had producers but no 
one was a DJ, so you don’t have the 
proper tools to give every thing you 
need to the crowd. Like a DJ can ... if 
you have a gap or something, they 
can do cuts or anything, so it’s added 
a lot to our versatility. So we're like a 
five-member group with one DJ ... it 
really helps out, to kind of top off the 
hip-hop group.” 

Having been part of the Edmonton 
hip-hop scene for some five years 
now, Intricate Minds has done shows 
with Politic Live and has offered to 
play Hip Hop for Hunger, having sup- 
ported the event pretty much since it 
began. 

“We've always told Arlo, or Marlon 
{wilson], that like we're ready to per- 
form whenever,” Synaptix explains. 
“and he’s kind of looking for groups 
in Edmonton that are doing some- 
thing significant that year to put on 
the bill and this year we've had a pret- 
ty good year, so he right away, he 
asked to put us on.” 

Not only for a good cause—last 
year the event raised nearly 1000 
pounds of food for the Edmonton 
Food Bank, and this year the goal is 
1500 pounds—Hip Hop for Hunger has 
arguably become one of Edmonton's 
hip-hop events of the year. 

‘It’s that time of year, people want 
to support good causes, you know," 
Synaptix says. “So I think that’s the 
main reason, and it’s just like all the 
Edmonton hip-hop people get to have 
their event and show off, so that's 
good ‘cause everyone comes out. It’s 
one of the biggest hip hop events of 
the year, so give good credit to Mar- 
lon, because he’s done a good job. 
He's pretty hardcore.” v 


FREECLOUD 
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RECORDS 


FICATES AVAILABLE 


Boxing Day Sale! 


10764 101 st 





429-1416 


10030-102 STREET * INFO: 428-STAR 
SSS SSR CE 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 21 iii 0" PIESOTS 


SED AN NU 


BOP FOOD BANK BENEFIT 


WITH COCKATOO, THE PLAIN DEALERS, THE LINE ATLANTIC, DOUG HOYER, 
THE WELL HUNG MILLIONAIRES & ELI RITZ » FOOD DONATIONS ACCEPTED! 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 22 


SMELLS LIKE TEEN XMAS SPIRIT 


CEaxE: DO'S RETHO PAR ITDT 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 28 


THE IGNITERS 


aE B-MOovViIEeESsS &K GQvUESTS 


SATURDAY DECERIBER 29 


UWUCKY STAR! 
80'S RETRO PARTY 


MONDAY DECERABER 31 COMNELTED ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS NYE WITH. 


SHOUT OUT OUT our OUT 
DIGITALIS 


WITH CONNECYED DJS: NESTOR DELANO, LUKE c 
DUSTY GROOVES, MIKEY WONG & HECTOR CASTRO 


STARLITE & V.U, WILL BE CLOSED JANUARY 1-1 


UPCOMING SHOWS: FAKING @221h MATT MASSACRE BDAY! @€S1i NECRO 
2S3il CLASSIFIED BOTH SILVERSTEIN/PROTEST THE HERO/ILL SCARLETT 


pig SL SRE OAL EVES 
ve-vet UPCOMING BYENTS 


UNDSRoRoOUMo 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 20 


NRMLS WLCM XMS 


NIK7 / DUSTY GROOVES / DIETCHE V / VIS-A-VIS 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 2i 
nal Ice BLIND TIGER 
YE TIGER & PRE/POST 
\Y DECEM 


PAPERBIRD'S 2ND iNNUAL FESTIVUS PARTY 


DECEMBER 26 __SUNTEARAEAN SOUND PRESENTS 


BOXING DAY SOUNDCLASH 


FRIDAY =s=5R 28 P ‘ 
with LACE WING és Trinimwy JAMES 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 29 


TIERNA 


WITH YVONNE THOMPSON & F' 


MEMBERS & GUESTS FACILITY 


BEHIND STARLITE ° 18+ sPmM 
temple aa 
re & ALLOUT DJS 


NANI Ve na wie HOP 
WIG EDEWESu cocers ano Booze W srurr 


wWww.sSTARLITEROOM.CA 


Gems MNS 
a BEAR 


BUY TICKETS ONLINE (JNIDNEVENTS>G01M sion up For E-aLerts 


ecember 81, 2007 
eae ere <a 


ee AGB - all ay Yat, - doors § prt — 
Y Bay, Your. Yicke ts al UNIONEVENTS = COM 


TVs ticketmasterca ~ 


viedo 


with guests 


FEBRUARY 15 - STARLITE ROOM 


DOORS «PM a. 1D REQUIRED TICKETS ALSO AT 
MEGATUNES BLACKBYRD « LISTEN WUE 


with A Place wy 
To Strangers 
FEB 22 
STARLITE 
ROOM 


8PM - 18+ - tickets also at 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd & Listen 


“IMUM Lee 
TSA aN. 


wc 


pay te RyF& aa Ae ye hee 





DER 20 =DEC 26,2007 9 WS 





eee 


10551- latascas te cute -432-0314 


Kokanee pints and 
hibalis til 10:30pm 


THIS WEEK: 


TEXAS BL 


PLUS SECRET M (X-DROOL!) 
SATURDAY DEC 22: XXXXMAS COMEDY SHOW 


ececesoes 


MosTLy WATER THEATRE 
=—>THE WHEAT POOL 


SUNDAY DEC 23: 4 


DEGREE + MAMA MICHE + MAX ULIS + ROLLIE 
UPCOMING: 


FRIDAY DEC 28: FAREWELL SHOW! 
® O’°CLOCK CHARLIE 
+THE MARK BIRTLES PROJECT 


SATURDAY DEC 29: 


Seasecesecessssosseceees 


HEADBAND 


HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA 
EP RELEASE & STH ANNIVERSARY 
é & TRIPLE EXPOSURE 


MON DAW DECEMBER 31 


NEW YEARS Fug 


OUR MERCURY 1s YAH STEVIE & THE WONDERS 
THE FAT DAVE CRIME WAVE 
THE 40 THIEVES © THE JOHNSONS 


O@NLY S10 AT THE DOORI 





LISTINGS FOR YOU 


‘FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TD 428.7859 
OR E-MAIL GLENYS AT 


STINGS VVEWEEXIY.COM 
OEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage: 
Spm. 

CAFE LEVA Every Thursday: Travis 
Boa plays mellow gold; 7-S30pm 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 


DAUID Guitar heroes 

DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band 

EDDIE SHORTS The Wild (New 
Brunswick), The Renegade Kid, 
Mike Bochotf 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Sharam 
(Deep Dish); 8pm; tickets available 
at TicketMaster 

FOUR ROOMS Mark Segger, 8pm 


HULBERTS Performer's Edge 
Showcase: 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 8pm 


JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam; 7-11pm 

JAND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am 


NEW CITY Cockatoo, Rotbottyrot . 
Wish, guests; no minors; 8pm (door) 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


ROXY THEATRE Christmas Caro! 
Project: 8 musical version of 
Dicken’s Christmas Carol pertormed 
by Juno- Award-winning musicians; 
$30 (adv at TIX on the Squarel/$35 
(door) 

SECOND CUP-RIVERBEND Fon 
Taylor 

SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
Jingle Bell Rock: Rise Against. 
Pennywise, The Riverboat 
Gamblers; 7pm (door); all ages 
event; $39.50 at Unionevents.com, 
Ticketmaster.ca, 451-8000; sold out 


URBAN LOUNGE Joel Jonson 
WILD WEST Trick Ryder 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Thursday Nights: Electro Education: 
dub. trip hop, lounge, electro with 
OJ Lazer Beam 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ. 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 
ESMERALDA’S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 

FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew: InVinceable, Touch tt, 
TNO, Lady Vishus 


HALD Thursdays Fo Sho: with 


Allout DJs, OJ Degree, Junior 
Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; Spm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with Du Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K. hardstyle/techno wath DJ 
Decha, tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 


NEW CITY | Love ‘80s Thursdays 
Spm (door); no cover 


NEW CITY Bride of Bingo 








Thursdays: hosted by Dexter Nebula 
and Anarchy Adam; 10pm; no 
minors; no cover 

ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with OJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
It Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
‘spun with Pl residents 

THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexxxi Tronic, Drag 
Kings and Queens, burlesque and 
rotating game shows, bands 
upstairs monthly 

VELVET UNDERGROUND A 
NRMLS WLCM: Electro, techno, no 
wave Christmas; 8pm (door) 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


AXIS CAFE Friday Live Music 
Nights: Ben Spencer's Funeral; $10 
(door) 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Pete Turland 
(rockabilly) 

CARROT CAFE Jingle Jammin’ 
hosted by Scott Peters; 7:30-10pm 


CASINO EDMONTON The 
Classics (pop/rock) 


» CASINO YELLOWHEAD Carson 


County (pop/rock) 


CENTURY CASINO Social Code; 
$20 at TicketMaster or Century 
Casino 643-4000 


EDDIE SHORTS The Recollection 
Blues Band (blues) 


FOUR ROOMS Mark Segger, 9pm; 
$5 


FRESH START BAKERY CAFE 
Pratrie Cats: 7-Spm; no cover 
HULBERT'S Jermaine Pugeda; 
8pm 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, 9pm 
JEFFREY'S CAFE Anna 
Beaumont’s Christmas Concert (jazz 
singer); $15 

JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
{pop/rock}; 3:30pm; no cover 
JET NIGHTCLUB Christmas Indy 
Rock Night 


JR PUB David Axis 


NEW CITY XXX-Mas Atrocity. 
Satan Claws, Capital City 
Burlesque, Dervish and Squirrelly B; 
no minors; 8:30pm (door) 


ON THE ROCKS A Celtic 
Christmas: MeCuaig with DJ 
Shawnibis 








benefit; free entry with cash dona- 
tion to the Christmas Bureau 


ROXY THEATRE Christmas Carol 
Project: a musical version of 
Dicken's Christmas Carol performed 
by Juno- Award-winning musicians; 
$30 (adv at TIX on the Square)/$35 
(door) 


STARLITE ROOM Cockatoo, The 
Plain Dealers, The Line Atlantic, 
Doug Hoyer, The Well Hung 
Millionaires, Eli Ritz; DJ music by 
the Secretaries; 8pm (door); $10 
(min. donation at door); door profits 
to the Edmonton Food Bank. non- 
perishable food donations accepted 
at door 


URBAN LOUNGE Line of Sight 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Yes 
Nice, Blind Tiger, Tiger. Pre/post; 
8pm; $10 (door) 


WILD WEST Trick Ryder 


X-WRECK’S PUB Slowbum 
(blues/rock); 8pm-12:00am 


CLASSICAL 


FEVER Ladies night with DJ Jonnie 
Spinns and Toni Sanchez 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


GINGUR SKY African Vibes; 
Edmonton's only African night; DJ 
D-Black (Edmonton), OJ Slicey 
(Edmonton) 


HALO Mod Club; indie rock, new 

wave, Brit pop, and "60s soul with 
DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 {after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuwy, DW /Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! 
Bitch! Bitch! Fridays: electro, indie, 
altemative, techno with DJs 
Dervish, Plan B, quests; no minors; 
9pm (door); Snow Ball Envy, mas- 
querade ball 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Our: 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 


PREVUE / THU, DEC 20 (8 PM) / MARV MACHURA / BLUE CHAIR 


CAFE $10 


Described as a roots heartthrob, this might be the show to bring your 
mother to for a pre-Chnistmas swooning, 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Robbins 
Pops: Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Yuletide with Al 
Simmons; 8pm; $42-$73 at 
Winspear box office; $15 
(student/senior rush tickets) subject 
to availability, two hours prior to 


curtain time 
DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and frends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ) James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
two levels; Wooftop: DJs Ben 
Jammin’ and Bobby Torpedo heat 
Up the patio 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


PREVUE / THU, DEC 27 (9 PM) / ZOLAN ISSUE #2 PARTY / PAWN- 
SHOP DONATIONS 
Everybody's favourite new zine is continuing to fund itself by throwing 
parties and taking donations. Issue #2 should be even better than the 
first, so get your ass down to Pawnshop and start shaking it. 


PAWN SHOP The Holiday Hayride 
featuring Broken Nose, Texas Blood 
Money, Secret M (X-Drool) 


ROUGE LOUNGE Rosebow! Santa 
Jam: Nerkelwerks featuring Bill 
Boume & Tippy A Go Go, Ann 
Vriend & David Aide, Dani Jean and 
Matthew Landry, ManRayGun, 
Happy, Ayla Brooks [AA 
Soundsystem), Tanyss Nixi and the 
Christmas Massacre. ido van der 
Laan; 8:30pm; Christmas Bureau 





BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm 
DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and ‘70s progressive rock, disco, 
and electronic Indie with Joel 
Reboh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip 
hop, house, mash up, no minors 


ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 








DEC 20 - DEC 26, 2007 





MUSIC 





thina/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSR’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Movin on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop with 
DJ Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson 


THE ROOST Fridays All Request 
Dance Party: with DJ Jazzy with 
rotating shows every week: $4 
(member)/$6 (non-member) 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: 
Salsa-merengue-bachata-house- 
feggeaton-urban-old school with DJ 
Spice 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Top 40 request with a mix of retro 
and disco; 7pm-12midnight 


STARLITE ROOM Bedouin 
Soundclash, Matt Costa, St Alvia 
Cartel; no minors; Spm (door) 
$27.50 at Unionevents.com, 
TicketMaster, Megatunes, 
Blackbyrd, FS (WEM), Freecloud 


STOLL'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
DJ Tysin 


TEMPLE A night of Sagittarius Dus 
Sagittarium, Space Age, DJ Rystar, 
Greg Saint, Vinny Vo; Spm; no. 
minors; $4 (Temple membership|/$6 
{without membership) 


TOUCH OF CLASS Mark 
McGarrigle (pop rock) 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, guests; 1- 
Tam 

URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays 
'WUNDERBAR Fridays with the 
Pony Girls, J Avinder and DJ 
Toma; no cover 

Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


See 
AXIS CAFE Elese Legate; $10 
(door) 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair 0 
the Dog: Ben Spencer's Funeral: no 
cover acoustic avery Sat afternoon 
46pm. 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jim Findlay 
with Oceana Hall (jazz guitar, 
vocals, comedy) 


BLUES ON WHYTE Band of the 
week, 3-4pm; Open blues jam every 
Saturday afternoon; 4-8:30pm 


CASINO EDMONTON The 
Classics (pop/rock) 


CASINO VELLOWHEAD Carson 
County (pop/rock) 


EDDIE SHORTS Christmas open 
Stage hosted by Santa 


ms ROOMS Mark Segger: Spm 


HULBERT'S Dan Davis; 8pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live dueling 
Planos, no cover, 9pm 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 
jam, 3-7:30pm; country/rock band 
Spm-2am 


JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
{pop/rock}; 9:30pm; no cover 


JET NIGHTCLUB Christmas Indy 
Rock Night 2, ladies night 


O'BYANE'S Wednesday Nights 
Christ Wynters (Captain Tractor) 
guests; 9:30pm; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS A Celtic 
Christmas: McCuaig with DJ Crizy 
Dave 


PAWN SHOP Mostly Water 
Theatre (comedy), The Wheat Poo! 
{country rock), The Martingales (3- 
piece alt fok-rock); Spm; $10 


RENDEZVOUS Merry Christsmash 
metal night _ 


ROXY THEATRE Christmas Carol 
Project: a musical version of 
Dicken’s Christmas Carol performed 
by Juno- Award-winning musicians, 
$30 (adv at TIX on the Square)/$35 
(door) 


STARLITE ROOM Smells Like Teen 
Xmas Spirit: 90s Retro Party, no 
minors; $5 (door), dress the part 
and get in free 


TAPHOUSE Saturday Moosehead 
Jam: hosted by Carmen Cook and 
Gator Shelemey; 3-7pm every Sat 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Paperbirds Festivus Party, no 
minors; 8pm 


WALD WEST Ticker 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Symphony 
for Kids: Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Christmas for kids with 
Al Simmons; 2pm; tickets available 
at the Winspear box office 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Robbins 
Pops: Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Yuletide with Al 
Simmons; 8pm, $42-$73 at 
Winspear box office; $15 
{student/senior rush tickets) subject 
to availability, two hours prior to 
curtain time 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ 
Soundwave 








BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs 0” 
two levels alt rock/electro/trash: 
Main Floor: The Menace Sessions 
with Miss Mannered 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men 
only, free pool and toumey, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


DANTE'S Love Jones Xclusive 
Saturdays: R&B, hip hop, reggae. 
old school 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and '70s progressive rock. disco, 
and electronic Indie with Joe) 
Reboh 


Prevue / Sat, Dec 22, (7:00 pm) / The Pus 


H Pins CHRISTMAS PARTY / THE J 


JEKYLL AND Hype (1 


» 


0610 - 100 Avewue), $5 (au aces) ir vou'ne 


pa on PERFECT ae STOCKING STUFFER FOR THE ADD-SUFFERING, LOCAL MUSIC LOVER IN YOUR LIFE, LOOK NO FURTHER THAN THE PUSH PINS 
sia / FEATURING 20-ODD 15-MINUTE SOLO ACOUSTIC PERFORMANCES FROM THE LIKES OF LIAM TRIMBLE, MICHAEL Rautt AND EaMOoN McGratH. Aut 
THIS AND FREE HOT CHOCOLATE AND A CANDY POTLUCK FOR THE KIDS ... AND THEY SAY CHRISTMAS ONLY COMES ONCE A YEAR. —Scorr Harris / scorr@vueweExty.com 




















=F 


o>. 


Y) “di JNA 


















EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip breaks electro house with PI resi- Se 
fp Rese, eae op Eke with PI resi- Sundays with DJ Dudeman ie FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
FEVER Saturday right Fever with | RED STAR Saturdays indie rock i PRCABEPUR Ooo sisosSinden | 
DJ Jonnie Spinns and Toni Sanchez | hop, and electro with DU Hot Phil pe ae Ua estEnD | pecan omens suey Nit 
= and quests g pm ee hosted by DA Choolit Elviz. DJ 
Gold Mast-Up:with Harmen B and | THEROOST Saturdays~Always like phate eel a soni 
DU Kwake. New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (Retro) with the Shufflehound; 1:30-Spm WUNDERBAR Sundays D. 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) downstairs and DJ Jazzy (New Gall etch 
ci gel et htt Mut uptis $4 (member)/$6 PAWN SHOP Ghislain Poirier jallatea and XS, quests; no cover 
He (non-member) nates }OWL Sunday open stage 
GINGUR SKY Satu R SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKAT- BLUE CHAIR CAFE Stringbeans featuring the Digs/Mike McDonald 
ah Soulout Saturdays: ING DISCO Sportsworld Inline and Quartet (classics, pop) altemate weeks; 9-12 
predates al celebration Roller Skating Disco: Top 40 request 
wi B, Invinceable, ‘with @ mix of retro and disco; 15pm CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB DIS 
and Baby and 7pm-12 midnight : Sunday jam; 7pm 
HALO For Those Who Know: house DUSTER’S PUB Sunday open stage | BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
cnr ere sicast any pets hosted by the Mary Thomas Band {ndustry Night: with Atomic Improv, LIVE MUSIC 
sand Jason Thompson Generic; crappy gift exchange; no EDDIE SHORTS Every Sunday open ae NE 
= : Minors; no cover, stage with Rob Taylor; 4-8pm Rat DOG FREEHOUSE Got To 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturday. ive It Up Sunday Aft i 
1) Groovy Guvy and guests Peer ee |p en NORE Flor Funk, Risa a bees Mec areal 
WEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Roe be 
Q TWILIGHT ‘ LB'S PUB Open Stage with Shaved 
Saturdays real alternative, classics, hard NRG) a Tee et JAMMERS PUB Sunday open BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and Posse hosted by Ken, Fred, Gordia 
punk with DJ Naz Nomad;no cover | jrifis ict ede oe blues jam; 4-8pm greatest in House, Progressive and and Matt; 9-12:30 
i 3 1. i NEWCASTLE PUB Live Sunday jam Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro; 10pm- PLEASANTVIEW 
NEW CITY SUBURBS Sa! Bai hosted by Wily and Dave; 2:30pm 2:30am; guest DJs inquire at COMMUNITY \ 
bas turday VELVET UNDERGROUND Techno y kelly@michetti.com HALL Acoustic instrumental old y 
oe - era aD and All The Way: Dave Stone, Rob NEW CITY Wednesday Night time fiddle jam hosted by the Wild 
alae a es, Typtomene, Nei K Heroes sited ee Rock, hip Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers Society, 7pm TICKETS 
a oi up 
" Seeane HYAMS om sa wih a caine WITH SPECIAL GUEST 
WUNDERBAR estes Diand | B80 no cer OVERTIME BROWER Si DJS be ; 
PLANET INDIGO-JASPER indus light: Request lo j 
AVENUE Suogestive Saturdays: Y AFTERHOURS Release Saturdays | ON THE ROCKS Souljah Fyah MA OAD carbon $25 oc | ANE 






























* ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL 10035-103 St * ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 459- 
1542 « ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 * AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave, 990-0031 * BACK- 
DRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324A-82 Ave. upstairs, 436-4418 * THE 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 504-7777 * BILLY BOB'S 
LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439- 
1082 » THE BLACKSPOT 15120A Stony Plain Rd, 481-7768 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 
418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ava, 989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-3981 * 
BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY'S 11725B Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * CAFE LEVA 11053-86 Ave * CASI- 
NO EDMONTON 7055 Argyl! Rd, 463-9467 * CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St, 424-9467 « CASTLE 
ROCK PUB 570 St. Albert Rd * CENTURY CASINO 1103 Fort Rd, 642-4000 « CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462-6565 * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, University of Alberta, 492-0601 * 
CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St. 472-7696 * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave. 454-9928 
* DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 * EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St, 453-3663 * EDMONTON EVENTS 
CENTRE WEM Phase Ill, 489-SHOW * EMPIRE BALLROOM WEM Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 486-9494 « 
FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Shorwood Park, 449-3378 * FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase Sof 
WEM, 961-3117 « FIDDLER'S ROOST 8906-99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 * FLUID 
LOUNGE 10888 Jasper Ave, 429-0700 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FOX 10125 
109 St, 990-0680 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 433-9623 * FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 10341-82 
UMP 10166-114 St, 488-4841 « GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/963-3606 * 


VENUE 
GUIDE 


: 


10538 we, 423-HALO * HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH 10037-84 Ave * HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St. 452-1168 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St. 
436-1161 * THE CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 1145-127 Ave, 451-8779 * J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 « JI 
s PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Avé, 732-4583 * KAS BAR 


142 St, 451-8890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave * JULIAN'S 3 
LB'S PUB 23 Akins Drive, St-Albert * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 * LEVEL 2 
HALL-ALBERTA 


82 Ave, Upstairs, 432-0814 * PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 
jEW COMMU! 


11607 Jasper Ave * PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT 812 Libarton Dr, St. Aloort * PLEASANTVI 
‘Awe, 428-0825 * RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9624-74 Ave * RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326-St. Albert Trail, 460-1122 ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT 
E Concordia 73 St. south of 112 Ave * ROUGE LOUNGE 117 St, Jasper ‘Ave, 482-5152 © ROXY THEATRE 10708-124 St, 453-2440 « SAPPHIRE 
AND 438-0373 * SNEAKY PETE'S 12315-1186 Avo, 451-7770 * STANDARD 





CUSTOMER APPRECIATION PARTY 
DECEMBER 26TH 
PH:437-7699 


10416 Whyte Ave, 437-0231/7 10-1625 * SAVOY 1040122 Ave, 
STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Cotege Plaza, 11116-82 Ave * STOLU'S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 
rAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny Awe, St. Albert, 458-0860 * TOUCH OF CLASS Chatoau Louis Hotel, 
St URBAN FRAT 10220-103 St * URBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Avo, 437-7099 * VELVET 
0030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 * VEDIC CENTRE 12840-57 St WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 St, 476-2388 * WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq, 428-1414 « WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 436-5586 * 'Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, www yaftorhours.com * YARDBIAD SUITE 
10203-86 Ave, 492-0428 « YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0285 


10544-82 AVE. 
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S3Ope: no cover 


COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic jam present- 
‘ed by the Northern Circle 
Music Society every Wednesday 


‘STEPS TEA LOUNGE Open mic 
{ecoustic) every Wed {last Wed each 
month spoken word) 


WILD WEST 010 


FLrHY 
with DIS WAG. 
FLURD LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


(GINGUR SKY Christmas Eve celebra- 
tion with DU invincesbie and guest DJs 


NEW CITY LIKWAD LOUNGE Munch 
on Metal Mondays: "80s metal with DJ 
Semeni Kerr; no minors; no cover 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical talent 
with DJ Angus 


DJS 


Christmas Day—happy holidays 
BUDDY'S Dinner at Spm: DJ 


WED 
LIVE MUSIC 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays 


J 


don't splash the pot. 





BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House with 
Nic-E and Smoov 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Wednesday 
Nights: with DJ Harlay 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays: roots music with 
DJ Buster Friendly, no cover, live music 
once a month; Wooftop: RetroActive 
Radio with LL Cool Joe, altemative “80s 
and “90s, post punk, new wave, garage. 
EDDIE SHORTS Wednesday blues jam Brit, mod, rock and roll 


with Brian Petch (guitar) wind hDIS 
BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Sexxy 
HOOLIGANZ PUB eee a Sean 
Wednesdays hosted ‘n’ Rol 
FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 


Kenny 
Wednesdays: with DJ Jonnie Spinns 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic and Toni Sanchez 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and quests; FLUID LOUNGE Wednesdays Rock 





acoustic 


IMUSIC 
—5§-H-9-P— 


9934-82 Avenue 
TEL 780 433 3545 


Acoustic guitars 
Electric guitars 
Amplifiers 
Upright basses 
Violins 
Mandolins 
Banjos 

Tuners 

Books 

Effects pedals 
Microphones 
Recording gear 
Lessons 

Gift certificates 








Jump Up Edmonton’ 
teacher 0.B., no minors; 10pm; $12 
LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B with DJ 
Spincycle 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Rock 
Out With Your Box Out Wednesday 


i 


PREVUE/ Fil, DEC 21 (@ PM) / SOCIAL CODE / CENTURY CASINO, $20 
A good social code of conduct while at a casino: don't hog the slots and 


Night: no minors; no cover 

WNGG DIAMOND'S Punk and ‘80s 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Guest Dus every 
Wednesday 

STANDARD Wednesday Gone Wild 
Feat: with DJ Nestor Delano 

STOLU'S Wild Cherry: House/garage 
with Tripswitch, Rezidnt Funk, fusion 
with Steve Velocity 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic: Every 
Wednesday with the JBOTS; indie mod 
rock dance party; 8pm (door) 
'WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with new 
DJ; no cover 

Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wednesday 


Deadmonton: Reanimated! 


= | BACKLASH BLUES 


= ADLAND PEMBERTON 
foland@yueweekly.com 


In my travels across North America, I've 
come across various methods for creating 
space for musicians in unconventional 
ways. There are places like the Ford Plant 
in Brantford, Ontario, a weird little hole in 
the wall that supports all-ages shows in a 
city that seems to have very few other 
buildings. You have people playing at art 
co-ops (Modified Arts in Phoenix, Arizona) 
and even places of worship (First Unitari- 
an Church in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). 
After the recent fold of the unfortunately 
located Blackspot Cafe and last year's 
heartbreaking loss of the Sidetrack Cafe, 
Edmonton has had a dearth of live music 
venues that cater to independent, devel- 
oping or mid-level artists. New City, under 
the helm of promoter Rob Wright, was 
once considered on par for visiting per- 
formers with the still-dominant Starlite 
Room, but since he moved to Vancouver 
and started working as an agent for SL 
Feldman and Associates, New City has 
become far more specific in who plays 
there. 

This is why I'm so interested in the 
sudden renaissance of downtown and 
Whyte Avenue-based locations for live 
music shows. First off is the Axis Cafe on 
10349 Jasper Avenue. It has a lower-level 
space called the Metro Room that is pro- 
moted by Brent Oliver and caters to more 


a2. 


underthe 
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intimate performances. “We are strategi- 
cally located in an area that will become a 
hub of activity in the next couple [of] 
years,” says owner Phil Greet. “We 
haven't just slapped a coat of paint on a 
hole-in-the-wall, out-of-the-way place and 
tried to get people to come as cheaply as 
possible. We believe if you treat people 
cheaply then you create a cheap culture.” 


ANOTHER NEW SPACE is the rebranded 
Econolodge at 10209 - 100th Avenue, 
now called the Treehouse. Helmed by 
Jam Union promoter Jordan Schroder, 
booked by Christian Hansen and owned 
by Kevin Wong, the Treehouse was 
launched last week with its Sketchy 
Saturdays campaign, a show that fea- 
tured Hansen, the DB Buxton Revue and 
DJ Straycat. “The kinds of people we're 
hoping to bring into the Treehouse love 
music, appreciate local indie talent and 
don’t take themselves too seriously,” 
says Schroder. “Setting out, our goal 
was to create a night that we ourselves 
would like to party at on a regular basis. 
It's a small capacity venue in a really 
unique location, that has all the ingredi- 


put a little 
something 





ents to become an instant classic.” 

Sheri Barclay and DJ Straycat will be 
alternating bi-weekly and the Treehouse 
has promised Karaoke and bingo nights 
in the future. They have a particularly 
interesting pay structure in place as 
well. “Jam Union doesn't take any cut 
off the door, aside from paying the DJs 
and our admissions person. All the door 
revenue will be split between the bands 
who play. We offer no minimums, but 
We give a stake in the event to the 
bands themselves, so if they can help us 
promote the event and make it a suc- 
cess, it'll benefit them directly.” 

With the Empress Ale House open- 
ing up on 99th and Whyte as a positive 
pub-alternative to the status quo, the 
ARTery taking a stab at cleaning up the 
hood one party at a time and the Pawn 
Shop bringing big ticket shows that 
appeal to the Whyte Avenue hipster 
contingent, it seems like Edmonton is 
looking less like Deadmonton than 
usual. There are perhaps more options 
than ever for the local music scene to 
take advantage of, so | guess we can't 
complain anymore, can we? w 


acoustic 


DRUVI 
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And then he said, ‘No, I'm from Regina!’ 


ALYSSA NOEL / alyssa@vueweekly.com 


pemmhere are a plethora of jokes 
that end with Saskatchewan as 
_ the punch line. 


As a musician hailing from Regina, 
stacey Hahn has heard his share of 
them, especially from Torontonians. 

“(m not trying to bad mouth 
{foronto],” he says while Christmas 
shopping in the city that rhymes with 
fun. “But I've heard people say, ‘Oh I 
didn’t know they had music there.’ Or 
“wow, you can play guitar. I thought 
they only played banjo [in Regina].”” 

Luckily, the Ghosts of Modern 
Man guitarist is armed with a come- 
back to put them in their place and 
explain the city’s appeal all in one 
shot: at least they're not grown men 
still living with their rents. 

“We're just as close to Toronto as 
vancouver and the cost of living here 
is really cheap,” he explains. “We 
have friends in bands in Toronto and 
they live with their parents. Two of 
the people in our band have houses. 
We can go on tour as much as we 
want. We've heard of bands from New 
York who go on tour to practice 
because they can’t afford a practice 
space. Regina is a great city. The local 
music scene here is great.” 


AS AN ADDED BONUS, the band is 
close to Edmonton, its official “second 
home.” That proximity, and the 
group’s connections, means fans here 
will get a chance to see them play live 
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on Dec 27, even though the band is in 
the middle of a self-imposed morato- 
rium on touring. Despite their best 
efforts, the musicians have been 
unable to simultaneously tour and 
produce material for the long overdue 
follow up to their 2005 debut, City of 
No Light. 

“A lot of people have been asking, 
‘Have you broken up?” says Hahn. 
"We're like, ‘No we're just writing.’ 





We were going to record in February, 
but we might have to push it back 
We've become picky. We don’t want 
any filler. We want it to sound how 
we've been hearing it in our heads.” 
That internal record player has 
been spinning an eclectic mix, he 
added. Expect the new disc to sound 
nothing like the group's post-hardcore 
dominated first album. The band has 


. eschewed the comfortable flow for 


ups and downs that span from 
Motown to suicide rock. 

"We're basically getting everything 
out that we've been buckling up for 
three years,” Hahn says. “It's going to 
be quite interesting."w  ~ 
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The dearly departed comes 
home for the holidays 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
rom the heart of his adopted 
F= former Edmontonian multi- 
instrumentalist and songwriter 
Ben Spencer ponders the question of 
why he upped stakes and headed for 
Montréal a little over a year ago. 

"I'd have to say the seeds were 
sown with my parents getting 
divorced, and Wayne Gretzky getting 
traded not long after that. Those two 
events,” he deadpans. 


FAI DEC 21 (8 PM) 


BEN SPENCER" 5 FUNERAL 
THEANIS CAFE, S10 

SAT DEC 27 (4PM) 

THE BLACK 006, FREE 

Someone for whom the malaprop- 
ism “quip-witted” could be legitimate- 
ly coined, Spencer’s not only sprightly 
in his repartee but aims for the con- 
tained bon mot, be it surrealist punch- 
line, vaudevillian rejoinder or humble 
pun. 

“Those events may also be at the 
root of my trouble with male role 
models,” he continues. 

Spencer's lyrics reflect the delight 
with which he confounds the expect- 
ed. He’s no comedian—it would be a 
mistake to envision Tom Lehrer, or 
even Randy Newman—but his playful- 
ness instead is expressed in artful jux- 


Lt 


PREVU 


tapositions and descriptive moments 
where he animates the ordinary with 
universal sentiment. 


On 2005's Lynch the Mob, Spencer 
sheathed his folkish concoctions in 
mildly eccentric instrumentation that 
served to illuminate his cashmere 





voice, pulling himself away from the 
narrow aural definition that usually 
rides shotgun with an earnest singe: 

songwriter. He recorded the albun 
himself, at home in Edmonton 

embedding in it an introspection that 
was occasionally crowded by the 


Run to the hills and discover 
the number of the Cockatoo 


EDEN MUNRO / eden @vueweekly.com 

t's been an eventful couple of 
| years for the trio of musicians that 

makes up Cockatoo. After initial- 
ly coming together in late 2005, the 
group jammed a few times, discover- 
ing a welcome chemistry amongst 
themselves, but then Christmas hit 
and bassist Rod Wolfe up and went 
overseas to Thailand for a time, leav- 
ing vocalist/guitarist Robyn Bright 
and the band’s original drummer 
Alan Levesque here in Edmonton. 
Upon Wolfe's return, Cockatoo began 
what Wolfe calls a slow evolution, 
recording an EP—The Basement 
Tapes—over a few months in early 
2007. Then things slowed down 
again, with Levesque ultimately leav- 
ing the band after mixing the EP. 

When the group began searching 
for a new drummer, it turned out that 
they didn’t have to look far. Bright 
discovered Leonardo Gonzalez 


working at a west end café that she : 


frequented. 

Still, listening to the thunderous 
drumming that Levesque laid down 
on the band's recording, it’s hard to 
imagine someone else filling the 
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role; Bright says that it was a natural 
fit, though, even if the sound has 
shifted slightly with the change. 

“He and Alan like a lot of the same 
stuff, but they have slightly different’ 
takes,” she explains. “He’s a drum- 
mer and percussionist, so that opens 
iL up quite a bit.” 

“Alan was probably a lot more 
tom-intenseé and more rolling 
sounds, maybe a lot more tribal and 


that kind of movement,” Wolfe adds. ~ 


“with Leo there will be essences of 
that, but he’s a little more textured in 


‘the way he uses toms and the cym- 


bals ... I'd say more of the songs 


have a little bit more of a rock edge — 1 


‘in continuity.” 





"It's a little more driving now 
rather than rolling,” Bright finishes. 


WHEN A NEW MEMBER } joins an exist- 
ing band, there’s often a period of 
adjustment involved as the chemistry 
alters and everyone settles in with the 
new lineup. For Cockatoo, Wolfe 
admits that, while he and Bright share 
nearly the same background of influ 
ences, he doesn't actually know all tha! 
much about Gonzales's influences yet 
“Itis definitely interesting how the 
three of us have the me interests 
but then at the same 
ferent interests,” 
grew up listening to I 
Rush, later on came Tool, a lot of 
King Crimson, a lot « of progressiv« 
rock, so that’s whe 














gia. It was, ina 


also well received, 

eady a frequent per- 

a solid supportive local 

ued to ply his craft on 
and beyond. 

the midst of winter, 


thing our suburbs are the 
al equivalent of mom- 


parts of the Quebec metropolis. 
réal’s housing markets 
sing gang-raped by boom- 
town avarice, either. But it still begs 
the age” why leave? And why 
Bee true 1 was comfortable here 
and had a great group of friends,” 
Spencer concedes. “I lived in Edmon- 
ton my whole life. | was 28 when | 
jefti’m 29 now—and just wanted to 
try living somewhere else before I got 
accidentally married, or had a kid, or 
bought a house. While I was a rela- 
tively irresponsible bachelor, I thought 
I'd pick up and go.” 


AS TO HIS DESTINATION, spencer 


shrugs, “I guess Toronto seemed the 
obvious choice—I play there a lot— 
but it’s not that easy to be a working 
musician there.” He lowers his voice 
conspiratorially: “The real reason | 
didn’t move to Toronto is that | hate 
the Leafs so mut 

In Montréal, “hockey is not as big 
as arts and culture—unless you count 
stories about Maurice Richard,” 
Spencer chuckles. 

“As soon as I got here, I didn’t write 
for two months,” he recalls. “There’s 
more of an ‘open ear’ here, especially 
for Francophone shows. There's a dif- 
ferent attitude and an attention given 
to what you are saying. Shows are top 
notch, even with a little café show 
they take time with the lights, have 
introductions—it’s given more weight. 
There are crowds and venues where 
dialogue can exist.” 

Montréal shaped Spencer's materi- 
al as he readies his follow-up to Lynch 
the Mob, now in pre-production. “It’s 
going to be funny on the next album,” 
he muses. “Four or five songs I wrote 
in Edmonton will be on it—songs of 
bad weather, hockey and physical 
Edmonton stuff. I find I’m paying 
more attention to what I could say 
through the music now. I find thinking 
about past work inhibitive, but 1 feel 
more free to try to use all the parts of 
the song and production to get across 
ideas of the song.” 

New material will liberally spike the 
old in his Edmonton sets, like rum in 
eggnog. “I'll tell stories about roads 
Paved with funding applications! I'll 
Sing my little agnostic carol! I'm 
agnostic, but | still kind of like Christ- 
mas. This will be a good, warm, cozy 
holiday season gathering for people of 
all creeds and colours. | think that 
function of church is really important 
and great—the thing that happens 
after all the reciting, chanting and 
murmuring .. . [love shows where I 
feel like that's a function of getting 
‘ogether and playing music.” 

Spencer laughs, “Please don’t write 
th seed my shows are like going to 
ee 
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‘NEW SOUNDS 


TWILIGHTSPEAK 
INDEPENDENT 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
“Prologue,” the short piece that opens 
Manraygun's debut EP, Twilightspeak, 
ashes the listener to the edge of a 
cliff in a matter of seconds, Silas Gre- 
nis’s marching drum prodding them 
onward while a foreboding bass line 
from Tom Murray creaks and groans. 

It's a dark beginning to the record, 
and it leads perfectly into the next 
track, “Sunday Hymn,” where Everett 
LaRoi, one half of the band’s vocalist 
tag team, conjures up a tale that is 
ripe with details of both places and 
things. In a couple of lines he covers 
Nojack, Swan Hills and “those shiny 
little pills,” and yet nothing is set in 
stone, leaving room for changing 
igterpretations. One listen to “Sunday 
Hymn” and the song's love story rises 
to the fore, but the next time it might 
be the unbearable sadness that 
stands out. 

LaRoi alternates the vocals 
throughout the disc with Dennis 
Lenarduzzi, but the splitting of the 
leads thankfully doesn’t result in a 
schizophrenic personality for the 
record. The two singers have voices 


CAMADA INC. 


that are noticeably different, with 
Lenarduzzi’s being slightly deeper and 
having a touch more of a growl to it 
than LaRoi’s, but they complement 
each other well and act as a shared 
centre for the band. Rather than 
dulling the effectiveness of the music 
by splitting the songs into two camps, 
Lenarduzzi and LaRoi manage to cre- 
ate one world in the lyrics, and then 
offer two related-but-not-quite-the- 
same perspectives on that world. 

There's a country feel to the music 
on Twilightspeak, although calling 
Manraygun an alt-country band 
would be to do the group a severe 
disservice. Appropriately enough for a 
group who’s name comes from mash- 
ing up the name of visual artist Man 
Ray and the old stand-by of sci-fi 
enamoured kids and comicbook guys 
everywhere, the ray gun, Manraygun 
turns the roots elements of its music 
over and over, twisting them so that 
nothing is as expected. “Sunday 
Hymn” could be taken as a road song, 
but it’s no good-time ditty trafficking 
in old tropes, being more akin to the 
old trainwreck songs of the early 20th 
century than a stereotype-filled wan- 
derer’s tale sung by someone who's 
never really known the road. 

The effect is a series of songs that 
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sound old and worn, as though they've 
been ripped straight from an old and 
faded sepia-toned photograph. It’s a 
natural sound, though, with Manray- 
gun avoiding the effort to reach for an 
air of nostalgia. The subject matter is 
of today, and the aged music simply 
serves to give it a backstory. 

It would be remiss to talk about 
this disc without mentioning the 
musicians who colour the songs in- 
and outside the lines: Grenis plays the 
drums and percussion instruments 
with restraint, holding back at the 
right moments—on the opening verse 
of the closing “Epilogue”—slipping 
quietly back in and hefting the music 
up to a higher place—again on “Epi- 
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logue” as the song draws on. Murray's 
bass lines are muscled, supporting the 
songs without working them over— 
except when they need to be beaten a 
bit—and on “Backwoods” he picks up 
the mandolin for a little backwoods- 
style mandolin pickin’. 

And then there's Steve Lenarduzzi, 
who is part of a three-pronged guitar 
lineup, along with his brother and 
LaRoi. Together, the guitarists layer 
their instruments, using both acoustics 
and electrics. What could have easily 
turned into a wall-of-sound, though, is 
instead an often-sparse sonic environ- 
ment, with the guitars sweeping in and 
out, paying more attention to playing 
individual melodies that expand on the 
songs without simply copying the same 
part three times over. 

Taken as a whole, Twilightspeak 
seems an ideal title for the EP, sug- 
gesting that night is falling quickly, yet 
much is still left to be said. Whether 
or not anyone will hear it in the dark- 
ness is another question, and one that 
only the music holds the answer to. 


GRAM PARSONS WITH THE FLYING 
BURRITO BROTHERS 
ne THE AVALON BALLROOM 1969 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

Straight from the vast archives of the 
Grateful Dead comes this somewhat 
mislabeled release. Sure, Gram Par- 
sons is arguably the most famous of 
the Flying Burrito Brothers, having 
gone on to an all-too-brief solo 
career before his untimely death, 
launching the career of Emmylou 
Harris and inspiring legions of alt- 
country songwriters in the process, 
but one shouldn't downplay the con- 
tributions of the other band mem- 
bers, including guitarist/vocalist 
Chris Hillman and pedal steel player 
Sneaky Pete Kleinow. Despite minor 
quibbles about the labeling of the 
album, this two-disc set captures 
Burrito performances from Apr 4 and 
6, 1969 in about the quality you’d 
expect for recordings this old. If 
you're trying to turn someone onto 
the Burritos, this is probably not the 
best place to start, but for anyone 


ist= 
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who's already a fan, there's plenty to 
love about the release, not least of 
which is Parsons’s piano demo of 
“$1000 Wedding.” 


JUNIOR BLOOMSDAY 
NERVOUS HABITATS 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

I should stop giggling every time | 
hear the name Junior Bloomsday 
Although it’s hilarious to people like 
me who grew up watching KREM 2 
and KXLY out of Spokane to be listen- 
ing to a project named after a small- 
town foot race, Junior Bloomsday has 
presented us with a dark and moody 
piece of work that leaves no room for 
giggles. The music itself floats in and 
out of your consciousness, at various 
points grabbing you and then letting 
you go mentally so you can concen- 
trate on something else. You could 
call it viol-ambient I guess. 


DURAN DURAN 
a CARPET MASSACRE 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 

To consistently acknowledge the 

group’s roots in pop has worked in 
the favour of maintaining Duran 
Duran’s cult status, not to mention 
the band’s slightly schlocky sound 

But that’s a perfectly all right tub to 
lie down in, locating Simon LeBon 
and his boyfriends somewhere 
between tired rock stars and wise 
veterans of a period of the 1980s 
that everybody and everything from 
Fall Out Boy to La Senza Girl ads 
appear intent on mimicing. The deal 
on Red Carpet Massacre isn't much 
different from the perpetual sound- 
track to bikini-clad models wrestling 
in a.tub of raspberry jello that DD is 
known for. But if that’s the kind of 
party you’re having tonight, look no 
further. “Nite-Runner” and “Skin 
Divers” feature producer Timbaland 
and some harmonizing by Justin 
Timberlake; as catchy as they might 
initially feel, the real dirt’s on the 
over-sexed sincerity of LeBon's 
vocals on “Falling Down” and the 
sleazy saxophone at the end of 
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etic laser sounds of “Lashed 
” the opener on DJ Lisa Lashes’s 
ed debut album as a songwriter, 
sund on for several minutes before 
giving way to the similar sounding— 
perhaps a little too much so—Looking 
Good,” setting the tone for what's to 
come on the rest of the disc. While 
Lashes does a fine job of creating 
some club-friendly sounds here, she 
doesn’t quite manage to turn this set 
from a collection of individual tracks 
into a cohesive whole. There are cer- 
tainly some good trips to be had— 
"Zipp It’ is an intense system of sounds 
swelling up and turning over on each 
other over top of a driving beat—but 
too much is practically interchange- 
able here and ultimately it's too bad 
that Lashes doesn’t hit a few more 
notes over the course of the album. 


JOWATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 
Montreal’s one-man DJ / producer / 
dance-party extraordinaire 
Peakafeller tries rather hard to carve 
out a techno signature on his debut 
cut of 14 high energy tracks that, as 
many guitars and punk-rock vocals 
there might be, is still mistakable for 
a car stereo salesman’s demo mix. 
“Get the Fuck Out of My Way” is way 
less clever of a ditty than the title 
Suggests; it’s a manic testosterone- 
lathered speeding bullet that I'd need 
Several Red Bull martinis to catch the 
beat of. A few interludes come and 
g0, including Loco Lopez on “Jump in 
Da House” and Portugese chanteuse 
Andreia on “A Casa,” but for the 
most part it’s a constant party that 
doesn’t take any breaks, It might be 
refreshing for some to know that the 
genre is still being taken seriously by 
a few artists. 


Test OT VEE-JAY YEARS 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

A metaphorical needle drops at the 
beginning of this new Jimmy Reed 
collection, The Best of the Vee-Jay 
Years, immediately warping time and 
transporting the listener back to 1953 
with Reed’s "High and Lonesome.” 
Today, more than half a century later, 
the recording still sounds fresh— 
Maybe even more so than it did back 
then. That’s not because it doesn’t 
Sound old—there's hiss throughout 
the disc, and nothing has been pret- 
tied-up—but because these songs are 
built around Reed's filthy blues 
rhythms and wailing vocals, laid 
down before modem recording tech- 
nology could clean the grit up and 
turn the emotion down. 


It's a different Music World today 
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=| ENTER SANDOR 


As consumers, we have become used 
to hearing the cries of small independ- 
ent stores as the big box outlets crush 
them. Major distributors undercut local 
mom-and-pop operations. The corner 
shop closes down because of the giant 
Warehouse supermarket that opens 
down the block. 

But, sometimes, bigger isn’t neces- 
sarily better. In the height of the 
Christmas season, two stories have 
emerged that have proved that smaller 
labels and stores may be better 
equipped to deal with the changing 
music industry than the big distributors 
and chains. 

Last month, the Music World chain 
announced it was going into bank- 
fuptcy protection and would be clos- 
ing all of its 72 locations after a last- 
ditch push to clear out stock in the 
Christmas season. At the Music 
World closest to my home, there's 
already a notice that any purchase 
made after Nov. 10 won't be eligible 
for refund or exchange. Basically, all 
the CDs and DVDs on the shelves are 
now as-is items. ; 

Of course, this comes just months 
after the famed Sam the Record Man 
closed its final location, the downtown 
Toronto spot which used to be its flag- 
ship store. 

Then, at the beginning of December, 
Warner announced that its music prof- 
its had dropped by almost 60 per cent 
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in the most recent quarter, thanks toa 
slump in CD sales. 

What was interesting is that 
Warner actually recorded a 7.6 per 
cent increase in sales in the United 
States, but the slump in international 
sales, primarily in the UK, France and, 
yup, Canada, had more than eaten up 
any gains made in Warner's home 
ground. 

But, when | had the chance to talk to 
Megatunes’ manager David Gawdunyk 
a couple of weeks ago, he told me that 
his store's sales were continuing to 
rise. And while it’s hard to use one 
Store to argue that all isn’t so bad in 
the music biz, | think it does offer some 
food for thought. A mini-chain (outlets 
in Calgary in Edmonton) ike 
Megatunes can adapt to change much 
easier than a large chain like Music 
World. Smaller shops can easily 
change direction, such as reintroduc- 
ing vinyl and promoting indie labels 
Over major-label dreck. 

And, major labels, which have been 
much slower than the indies when it 
comes to creative ways of promoting 
and marketing music, are also falling 
behind. Smaller labels have been 
inventive with packaging, extras and 
getting back into vinyl. Major labels 
are shuffling behind 

So, maybe, just maybe, Warner's 
losses and Music World's demise are 
signs that the mammoths are in danger 
of extinction, leaving a lot more open 
for the little guys. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


LATIN BITIMAN 

DJ BITMAN 

NACIONAL 

This shit has been done 


More times than your mom and yet 
Is still quite pleasing 


BIRDMAN 

5 STAR STUNNA 

CASH MONEY 

The Cash Money crew 

Pumps out more shits than New York's 
Vast sewer system 


THE-DREAM 
LOVE/HATE 
DEF JAM 


A hook-laden dose 
Of modern playa soul that 
I'm too white to get 


MONGRELS 
WA 


OSHA 

WEIRDBEARD 

Epic riffage with 

Grace Slick being ripped in half! 
Only waaaaaaaaaaaaaaay better 


KRIS DEMEANOR 

THE GUILT & THE SHAME—TALES OF 
THE CANADIAN WEST 

INDEPENDENT 


Is it indie rap 
Or spoken word with music? 
Either way, ‘tis good! 
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- m dreaming of a rainbow Christmas 


S es |QUEERMONTON 


S| waa Lovell 


Holiday time is upon us and it's time to 
consume. Here are my recommendations 
for the queers on your gift list. 

So, you haven't gotten into Harry Potter 
__ yet? Me either. Now’s your chance: all seven 
~ books are out in a special edition. Maybe it's 
tiff@"to start looking for subtext and hidden 
hints that Albus Dumbledore really was a 
big homo in secret love with Grindelwald. 
The Harry Potter Boxed Set holds hardcovers 
of all the novels in a special cardboard trunk, 
with stickers and a lock and key. 

What to get for the queer person that 
has everything? They probably don’t have 
Our Family Game, a Trivial Pursuit-style 
board game for the LGBTQ community. 
Answer any of 300 questions in six gay 
categories to move your way up the trian- 
gle-shaped, rainbow coloured board. Find 
it at ourfamilygame.com 

For the Buffy fan in your life—and 
these's always one—try the very popular 
Buffy Season 8 comic book series. The 
show may have ended on television, but 
creator Joss Whedon has resurrected it in 
comic form. The books are surprisingly 
popular, so if you can track some down 
the fanboy or girl in your life will be 
ecstatic. If they aren't a comic fan, get 
them a Willow and Tara action figure set. 
Or one of the new Kennedy figures, just 
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ARIES (MAR 21 -APH 19) 
“Ambition is a bad excuse for not having 
enough good sense to be lazy,” my ex-girl- 
friend Arlene used to say. She claimed to be 
a Zen master whose duty it was to depro- 
gram me out of my absurd striving to make 
something of myself. She believed the key 
to enlightenment was to do nothing as much 
as possible. “You're egotistically attached to 
your identity as a poet,” she'd yell into my 
room as | toiled over my writing. “Come out 
here and show me you have the spiritual 
guts to sit in front of the TV and lose your 
grandiose self in a meaningless game 
.” While | did eventually emerge from 
our relationship with an appreciation for the 
value of emptiness, it was not ultimately my 
destiny to downplay ambition. On the con- 
trary! Which is why I'm here to exhort you, 
Aries, to treat your desires as sacred rocket 
fuel—in 2008, more than ever. 


TAURUS (APA 20 - MAY 20) 

“Education is a method whereby one 
acquires a higher grade of prejudices,” 
said author Laurence J Peter. One of your 
top assignments in 2008 will be to prove 
him wrong. | hope that you will aggres- 
sif@y pursue a more authentic form of 
higher learning in numerous ways, from 
exploring the frontiers of your world to 
reading more good books to seeking out 
the company of original thinkers. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 


Hersedo you numb your pain, Gemini? In 


to set her on fire. 

Ever thought that “Lucy & Ethel were 
totally doing it"? The gals at DykeTees.com 
sure did, so they made a shirt about it. 
Other options: “This individual infected with 
THE GAY,” "9.29684 single lesbians per 
social circle and my best friend still man- 
ages to date my ex” and “My other shirt is 
your girlfriend.” The fictional town of 
Dykesville line features designs like: 
“Dykesville Divers—we don’t come up for 
air” and “Dykesville Dominators Hockey. 
You don't always need a stick to score!” 
More than just shirts for lesbians, they offer 
designs for bisexuals and genderqueers. 
They've also got the Boystown shirts: 
“Boystown Roller Derby, ram them hard!” 

Rufus Wainright singing Judy Garland 
songs just might be the gayest thing that 
ever gayed in gay land. Gay! Wainright 
recreated Garland’s 1961 Carnegie Hall 
concert last year at the original venue. 
That widely acclaimed show is now avail- 
able on the 2-disc Rufus Does Judy at 
Carnegie Hall. Also released on DVD is 
the concert in London: Rufus Does Judy 
Live at the London Palladium. \t's been a 
busy year for Wainright; he put out a 
great album called Release the Stars in 
May that continues to be a bestseller. 


ON TO FEMALE ACOUSTIC FOLK. Topping 
my Christmas list is the wonderful Chris 
Pureka and her third album Dryland. With 
beautiful and haunting lyrics, Pureka 
weaves poetry and emotion while telling 


2008, | suggest that you do that less than 
you ever have before. Instead, launch a 
fierce, relentless campaign to heal the 
pain so that you no longer have to numb 
it. The astrological omens say that if you 
establish that as your intention, you will 
attract into your life the helpers and 
inspiration you need to make it happen. 
More than that: you'll be likely to gener- 
ate the kind of good fortune that will ren- 
der at least some of the pain obsolete. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

You worked your ass off in 2007. Am | 
right, my fellow Cancerian? In fact, you 
threw yourself into your hard labours with 
so much dutiful fervour that you some- 
times lost sight of the fact that they were 
mostly just preparation for bigger and 
better assignments. Luckily for you, !'m 
here to snap you out of your amnesia. 
Please begin immediately to formulate a 
vision of how you will make the transition 
to those bigger and better assignments. 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 

Some weeds are good for flowers and veg- 
etables, protecting them from predatory 
insects. So say horticulturalists Stan Finch 
and Rosemary Collier, writing in. Biologist 
magazine. When the bugs come looking for 
their special treats—the plants we love— 
they often get waylaid by the weeds, land- 
ing on them first and getting fooled into 
thinking there’s nothing more valuable 
nearby. So for example, when cabbages 
are planted in the midst of clover, flies lay 
eggs on only seven per cent of them, com- 
pared to a 36 per cent infestation rate on 
cabbages that are grown in bare soil with 
no clover nearby. | recommend that you use 
this as a key metaphor in 2008, Leo, Make 
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stirring stories. Her voice reminds me of 
Lucinda Williams with less whiskey and 
more dustbowl.” 

Ani Difranco recently released a great- 
est hits, Canon. The 2-disc, 35-song retro- 
spective spans her 18-year career. Aussie 
folk-pop singer Missy Higgins has been a 
fave with gay girls for a while now, so 
when she came out as bi this month joy- 
ous screams erupted from lezzies every- 
where across the land. Her latest album, 
On a Clear Night, features a lot of sweet 
and affecting tunes. Kate Reid is a cool 
Canadian folky whose Comin’ Alive is a 
funny and emotional ride. 

Gay faves the Scissor Sisters have 
released a documentary follow-up to their 
recent sophomore album: Hurrah! A Year 
of Ta-Dah. The DVD follows the band as 
they toured to promote the album Ta-Dah. 
The two-disc set features a 60 minute 
documentary and a full concert, plus 
music videos. Just looking at the cover 
will make you feel gayer. 

Grizzly Bear are a cool indie band with 
a gay lead singer who just released their 
Knife EP, a collection of previously unre- 
leased tunes and covers of their songs by 
other bands. Electro-pop band Uh Huh 
Her, one-half Camila Grey and one-half 
ex-Murmurs guitarist and current L Word 
actress Leisha Hailey, just released the 
hotly anticipated and totally fantastic / 
See Red EP. The Cliks are a very cool 
Toronto band with a hot transboy lead 
singer. Do yourself a favour and check out 


sure there are always a few chickweed or 
henbit weeds surrounding your ripening 
tomatoes. 


VIRGO (AUG 23-SEP 22) 

“Life is a punishment,” wrote poet Robert 
Frost. “All we can contribute to it is 
gracefulness in taking the punishment.” 
That's the opposite of my philosophy. | 
say life is a miraculous gift, and the best 
way to express our gratitude is to be 
fountains of generosity. Where do you 
stand on the issue, Virgo? Even if you've 
had a view like Frost's up to this point in 
your journey, | think you'll have good rea- 
sons to convert to my perspective in 
2008. You will, of course, have to be open 
to that possibility in order for it to hap- 
pen. If you're addicted to believing that 
life is punishment, you'll miss a flood of 
clues contradicting that quaint notion. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - O&T 22) 

The coming months will be a favourable 
time to work hard on improving your num- 
ber one relationship: you know, the one 
between you and yourself. So | hope 
you'll have a lot of long, deep, sympathet- 
ic conversations with yourself in 2008, 
even as you cut way back on the scat- 
tered, careless, unloving conversations. 
To get your pep talks off to a hot start, go 
to a mirror that makes you look your very 
best and unleash a hail of wild praise and 
outrageous compliments toward the gor- 
geous genius gazing back at you. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 -NOV 21) 

| meditated on the perfect holiday gift for 
you. What might inspire you to be in clos- 
est alignment with the cosmic currents in 
2008? | decided that if | could, I'd buy you 


their new album Snakehouse. 

Melissa Etheridge has both a new CD 
and concert DVD out, The Awakening and 
The Awakening Live. Ms Led are a queer, 
smart and political Seattle band with an 
awesome new record called Shake Your- 
self Awake. No list would be complete 
without The Con, Tegan and Sara's latest 
effort. This record is the most accessible 
of the T ‘n’ S library, as the girls have 
finally broken out completely from their 
folky roots. Or get yourself an official 
Tegan and Sara scarf. 

Not exactly gay but still a John Waters 
creation Hairspray was a surprise hit this 
year. The Hairspray Limited Edition Giftset 
is about double the price of the regular 
movie but this special treat comes with 
the 2-disc DVD plus a mini-locker, tote 
bag and stickers. 

There's a new 2-disc edition of Desert 
Hearts out with extras like commentary 
and never before seen footage of the 
famous, and infamous, love scene. When 
this film came out in 1985 (the year | was, 
uh, born) it was the first full-length lesbian 
love story to hit screens in a wide release. 
The movie was based on the novel Desert 
of the Heart written by Jane Rule, who 
passed away this month. Now's the time to 
track down a copy of the book. 

Noahs Arc is an awesome little show 
that doesn’t get the attention it deserves. 
The half-hour dramedy follows African- 
American gay men in California, imagine 
a male version of The L Word if it were 


a costume shop. That way you could try 
on a thousand different masks and dis- 
guises. And that would put you in the 
proper frame of mind for the assignment | 
hope you will carry out all year long, 
which is to play with your identity and 
experiment with new self-images and 
maybe even treat your life as an epic the- 
atrical extravaganza. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22- DEC 21) 

Due to the gravitational pull of the Moon, 
the Earth’s rotation is gradually slowing 
down. A billion years ago, a day lasted 
only 18 hours. In about 14 million years, it 
will be 48 hours long. Imagine how much 
more you'll be able to accomplish in your 
future incarnations with all that extra 
time. By then, I'm sure someone will have 
also invented a pill that reduces the 
amount of sleep you need, further boost- 
ing your capacity to get things done. In 
2008, | predict you will be blessed with a 
foreshadowing of that glorious period 14 
million years from now. You will work 
smarter and do things more efficiently 
and engage in less wasted motion and 
maintain a crisper to-do list. Because of 
that, time will seem to expand for you. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

French author and statesman André Mal- 
raux observed that Jesus Christ was the 
only anarchist who ever really succeeded. 
It's no coincidence that Christ was a Capri- 
corn, | might add, since the evolved mem- 
bers of your tribe have many of the 
qualities necessary to thrive in situations 
where there are no formal rules or laws. If 
you would like to move more in the direc- 
tion of being the highly evolved Capricorn 
you were born to be—and | think 2008 will 


funny and able to actually convey human 
emotion. Seasons 1 and 2 are out now. 
Speaking of The L Word, season 4 is 
available, as are a calendar and pre- 
orders for The L Word Board Game. Yes, 
seriously. Another show with more realis- 
tic character interaction than The L Word. 
the first season of Teletoon’s animated 
series Rick and Steve is available now. 

Did you know there’s such a thing as 
authentic lesbian porn? Thanks to the love- 
ly ladies from Fatale Media, I'm now aware 
that there are flicks out there beyond fake- 
boobed, blonde, straight girls pretending to 
be lesbians. Coming Home showcases sex 
with real life lesbian couples while Fu// 
Load features scenes with FtM boys and 
Annie Sprinkle's Herstory of Porm has clips 
from Sprinkle’s 25 years in the business 
Check out fatalemedia.com and your girl- 
friend will thank you. A lot. 

For stocking stuffers make sure to check 
out Earth’s General Store, located upstairs 
at 10832 - 82 Avenue. They've got pride 
Jewellery, buttons, stickers, patches, flags 
and unique gifts like locally made lube and 
natural pride soap. The shop is also a sup- 
porter of our community and one of the 
sponsors of Edmonton’s pride week. 

Lastly, use your imagination. Not only 
was | surprised to find many different 
kinds of rainbow candy canes at the Dol- 
larama, but they also had a Buffy novel 
featuring Willow. And snow in a can. Gay 
of not, everyone needs snow in a can 
Happy holidays! w 


be a very favourable time to do just that— 
you should cultivate the qualities of a suc- 
cessful anarchist. In other words, be 
self-motivated, disciplined, and respectiul 
of the needs of other people. Do the right 
thing without having to be coerced to do 
the right thing. Foster in yourself a rever- 
ence for freedom and a knack for making 
constructive use of your freedom. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

Last Jul 11, lightning zapped the steeple 
of the Newman United Methodist Church 
in Grants Pass, Oregon. Later that same 
evening, another bolt from the heavens 
struck the exact same spot. Was this bad 
luck? A punishing message from an angry 
God? No. The rare double shot knocked 
the siding off the steeple, revealing a 
problem that no one at the church had 
suspected: the inner structure was rife 
with dry rot that would have collapsed 
soon. In exposing the hidden danger, the 
lightning did everyone a big favour. | pre- 
dict that you will benefit from a 
metaphorically comparable sequence in 
early 2008, Aquarius. 


PISCES (FEB 19-MAR 20) 

If you wanted to, you could be a skilled 
rainmaker in 2008, and make big bucks 
catalyzing downpours in drought-stricken 
areas. Your magical potentials are such 
that you might even be able to divert the 
flows of rivers, purify the pollution out of 
suffering lakes, and staunch the tears of 
people who've cried way too much. In 
other words, Pisces, you will have great 
power over the element of water. You 
could even use your wizardry to achieve a 
masterful equanimity toward your own 
oceanic emotions. w 


(497-4303) © For musicians of 
a variety of music ® Tue or Wed 


( iz 
* Ss 
AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside 
jan Church basement, N. door, 6 Bernard 
Bishop St, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert 
i of alcoholic and dysfunctional 
families * Meet each Mon including holidays 
(7:30pm) 
CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
11205-101 St (479-1999) © Basketball; Mon (5-7pm) 
© Healing Circle; Mon (6-8pm) * Boxing; Mon/Thu 
(7-Spm), Tue (5-7pm) * Volleyball; Tue (6-8pm) © 
Sewing Circle; Tue (6-8pm) * Beadwork Class; 
Wed (6-8pm) © C.N.EC. Pow-wow; Wed (6-9pm) « 
Hip-Hop Class; every Thu (5-7pm) ¢ Cree Class: 
Thu (68pm) * Elders and Residency; Fri (all day) + 
Safe Using and Harm Reduction; last Fri each 
month {(11am-12pm) * Tobacco Reduction; every Fri 
{1-2pm) ® Drop-in Night; Fri (6-8pm) 
HORSE DRAWN WAGON RIDES The 
Marketplace at Callingwood, 69 Ave, 178 St © 
Every Sat through December (1-4pm); sing-along 
with carolers Dec. 22 (1-3pm) * Free 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale 
School, 6415-106 St (469-9776/452-6224) 
www.imagesab.ca * Meets the 2nd and 4th Thu 
{8pm) each month featuring presentations, speak- 
ers, workshops, outings. Photographers of all lev- 
els are welcome 


INTERDISCIPLINARY POLITICAL THEORY 
GROUP SPEAKERS SERIES North Campus: Tory 
Building, Henry Marshall 10-4 (492-0322) « 
Lecture, Trauma and Ignorance: Deliberations in 
Precarious Theorizing presented by Sharon 
Rosenberg © Fri, Jan. 11 (3-4:30pm) 


LIVING WITH LOSS (454-1231) © A presentation 
of grieving and supporting those who grieve * Tue, 
Jan. 8 (6:30-8:30pm) at Strathcona Library, 8331- 
104 St * Wed, Jan. 9 at the Northgate Lions 
Seniors Centre, 7524-139 Ave 


MEDITATION © Gaden Semten Ling Tibetan 
Buddhist Meditation Society; 11403-101 St, 
wwwv.gatlansamtenting.org (479-0014) by Kushok 
{obsang Dhamchoe; beginner Tue (7pm); intermedi- 
ate Wed (7pm); advanced Sun (11am-1pm) © 
Brahme Kumaris World 

208-10132-105 St (425-1050) www.bkwsu,org; Raja 
Yoga Meditation « Meditation 
Tibetan Tradition 10502-70 Ave (633-6157) 
www.karmatashiling.org; Beginners welcome, 
instruction available; Wed (7pm); free 
PARENT TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of 


Edmonton offers support groups and workshops for 
parents at various city locations 

SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (496-5930) 
For women who are experiencing chaos as a result 
of a life crisis and who feel isolated * Group 
‘meets each week 





‘SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVIE NIGHT Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton, Main Hall, 10804-119 St 
4th Fri each month * $5 donations; pay-what-you- 
tan at the door 

THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY Steeps Tea Lounge, 
11116-82 Ave (988-8105) © Just for Fun Tuesday 
film A Christmas Story (tentative) * Tue, Dec. 25 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS © 'N'orators: 

erry Public Library, Londonderry Mall. lower 
‘Meeting room, ‘St (476-6963); Wed (7- 
Giaed <Menderioannee Club: Chamber 
600, 9990 Jasper Ave (459-5206); 
Mean a oias ea 
y ; noon 
hf Pursuers: Best Wester Cedar Park Inn, 
= Siete oer Kise 
‘Miliond Health Building, 131 Airport Rd (498- 
608/474-1138) Thu (7-8:30am) © Norwood 









Sey ae location: Royal Canadian 

|, Kingsway Branch 10425 Kingsway Ave 
(456-3934) Thu 8-10pm) « Upward Bound 
Toastmasters Club: Norquest College, Rm 601, 
10215-108 St (454-3720); every Wed (7-8:45pm) 
TOURETTE SYNDROME Academy of King 
Edward, 8525-101 St. North door (1-866-824-9764) 
° Support Meetings for TS adults and parents of 
TS kids * 1st Wed; Oct-June (7pm) 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market ® Silent vigil the 1st and 3rd Sat 
(10-1 1am) each month, stand in silence for a world 
without violence 


QUEER LISTINGS 


ee tee a 
AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Red Deer 
(403-347-6073) * Affirm welcome LGBTO people 
and their friends, family, and allies, meet at 


Sunnybrook United Church the 2nd Tue (7pm) each 
month 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus © 
Sex, sexual, gender differences in education and 
Culture focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
(andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton © 
Social group for bi-curious and bisexual women © 
2nd Thu (7:30pm) each month 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-105 St (423-5014) 
* Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. 
Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488- 
7736) ® Open nightly Spm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * 
Sun: Rotating drag shows with Mz Bianca and Mz 
Vanity Fair in The Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and 
Donnatella NE1 in The GoDonna Show, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip con- 
test with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Tue: Free pool and tour- 
ney, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump day with DJ 
Sexxxy Sean © Thu: Wet underwear contest with 
Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy « 
Fri: We made ‘em famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, 
come early to avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm ¢ 
Sat: Undie night for men only, free poo! and tour- 
ney, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 
Jasper Ave (482-7960) ¢ Open 24/7 « 
www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT © A mature social 
group, couples and singles welcome © E-mail 
edmontonmusicnight@hotmail.com for more info 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton, 10804-119 Street * A group 
of older gay men and their admirers who have com- 
mon social interests meet the 2nd Sun (2:30pm) of 
most months for a social period, a short meeting 
and a guest speaker, discussion panel or a potluck 
supper. Special interest groups meet for other 
social activities throughout the month. email 
edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, 

Www. primetimersww.org/edmonton 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIA- 
TION www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after busi- 
ness mixer: Network and share contacts in the 

GLBT business community * 2nd Wed each month 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamed- 
monton.ca ® Women’s Drop-In Recreational 
Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 10227-118 St (465- 
3620); Wed (6-7:30pm) * Ballroom dancing; all 
genders; ballroom@teamedmonton.ca * Bootcamp; 
St. Alphonsus, 11624-81 St; Mon (7-8pm); boot- 
camp@teamedmonton.ca ¢ Bowling: Gateway 
Lanes, 100 3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat (5-7pm); bow!- 
ing@teamedmonton.ca * Curling with Pride: 
Granite Curling Club, 8620-107 St; Mon (7:15pm) 
until Mar. 17, 2008; curling@teamedmonton.ca © 
Outdoor Pursuits: Ski/Snowboard Trip to Banff and 
Lake Louise; Jan, 25-27; outdoorpursuits@teamed- 
monton.ca ® Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; 
funning@teamedmonton.ca * Swimming: NAIT 
pool, 11762-106 St; Tue (8-Spm), Thu {7:30-8:30pm); 
swimming@teamedmonton.ca * Volleyball: 101 
Amiskiwacy Academy, Municipal Airport Terminal 
just off Kingsway; Wed recreational (8-10pm); 
recyolleyball@teamedmonton.ca; Thu Intermediate, 
volleyball@teamedmonton.ca * YOGA (Hatha): Free 
Lion's Breath Yoga; every Sun (2-3:30pm}; 
yoga@teamedmonton.ca 

HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300. 
11456 Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact?@hived- 
monton.com * Programs and support services for 
people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and 
related illnesses. Counselling, referrals, support 
groups, harm reduction, education, advocacy and 
public awareness campaigns 





ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Woodj’s, upstairs 
west of 116 St on Jasper Ave (387-3343) « 
Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and Supporters 
hittp://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illu- 
sions/ * Thu, Jan. 10 (8pm) 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based 
Organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identi- 
fied and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, 
academic, straight allies and support staff © 3rd 
Thu each month (fall/winter terms): Speakers 
Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edm- 
‘ivingpositive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) 
Providing confidential peer support to people liv- 
ing with HIV * Tue (7-Spm): Support group * Daily 
drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St 
Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 
(490-7332) Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, 
treatment and harm reduction in French, English 
and other African languages © rd and 4th Sat 
(Sam-5pm) each month * Free (member|/$10 
(membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 

Www geocities.com/makingwaves_edm 
Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners encouraged to participate. 
Socializing after practices Every Tue, Thu 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave * Support 
meeting for parents, families and friends of les- 
bian, gay, bisexual and transgendered people © 
Ist Tue (7pm) each month © Information phone 
Ruby at 436-1998 after 6pm, or 
edmontonab@pflagcanada.ca 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave 
(488-3234) ¢ Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3- 
10pm © Youth theatre project is developing a play 
to educate about and reduce homophobic bullying 
It's @ way for GLBTO and straight identified youth to 
address the problem; no previous theatre experi- 
ence needed. Meetings: Wed (7pm) at the Pride 
Centre, contact Emily (Emily@pridecentreofedmon- 
ton.org, 488-3234) for info * Bears Movie Night: 
Bears Club: last Sun each month (1-Spm, TV room) 
® Trans Education/Support Group: Support and 
education for transsexual, transgendered, inter- 
sexed, two-spirited and questioning individuals; 1st, 
3rd, last Sun (2-4pm) each month with Cody « 
Sunday Night Men's Discussion Group: Mens social 
and discussion group; Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at rob- 
wells780@hotmail.com ¢ Friends and Family 
Playgroup: 2nd Sun (2-4pm) each month with 
Noelle, friendsandfamilyplaygroup- 
owner@yahoogroups.ca * Monday Movie Night: 
Movie nights with themed movies and discussion 
afterwards; Mon © TTI0 Alliance: Support meeting 
for transgender, transsexual, intersex and question- 
ing 2nd Tue each month; ttiqualliance@shaw.ca, 
718-1412 © GLBT Seniors Drop-In: Thu (2-4pm) with 
Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 © Sick and tired of being sick 
and tired? Cocaine Anonymous meeting; Thu 7- 
8pm; CA Hotline 425-2715 * HIV Outreach: Drop-in 
circle every other Thu (7pm) * Youth 
Understanding Youth: Youth support and social 
group; Sat (7-9pm); yuy@shaw.ca; 
www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up and Show 
Up-Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book Study; Sat (12- 
1); suitupshowup@hotmail.com * NDP LGBT 
Caucus: last Sun each month with Jay, 488-3234 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open 
Thu, Sun 8pm-3am; Fri Sat 8pm-4am; closed Mon, 
Tue, Wed © Thu: Thursdays are Gorgeous with 
Hostess Hootie McBoob, featuring Drag Kings and 
Queens, burlesque and amateur strip the last Thu 
each month * Fri: All Request Dance Party with 
DJ Jazzy rotating shows every week ® Sat: 
Always like New Year's Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) 
downstairs and DJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs * 
Sun: Flashback Sundays: Featuring hostesses Miss 
Bianca and Vanity Fair, rotating guests. Free pool 
all night long; $3 cover * Weekends: $4 (mem- 
bers)/$6 (non-member)/Sun $2 cover Closing 
New Year's Day 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave 
(436-1555) © People of all sexual orientations are 
welcome. Sunday worship at 10am 


SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS © A woman's social 
group gathers once a month on Sat for conversa- 
tion over tea and coffee * Information e-mail: sin- 
giewomen40plus@hotmail.com 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) « 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOMONSPACE (780-482-1794) ¢ A non-profit 
lesbian organization, organized activities held 
monthly including licenced non-smoking dances, 
coffee houses, family events, games nights, golf 
tournaments and more * 


WWw.gaycanada.com/womonspace, e-mail: wom- 
Onspace@gmail.com 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) © Open 
Daily (noon) * Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizy and 
Patrick * Sat-Sun Poo! Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT 2007 Roxy 
Theatre, 10708-124 St * Brass Monkey 
Productions presents a musical version of Dicken’s 
Christmas Carol © Until Dec. 22 (8pm) © $27 {early 
bird)/$30 (adv\/$35 (door) 


CHURCHILL SQUARE: NIGHTWORKS ON THE 
SQUARE © Live music and bands playing at 
Churchill Square and in surrounding venues. Horse 
drawn wagon rides, ice Skating, bonfire, vendors 
and concessions. At midnight a thirteen minute dis- 
play of music, fireworks and light © Mon, Dec. 31 


CHURCHILL SQUARE: MAIN STAGE © The 
Wheat Pool’s country rock music at 9 pm; Captain 
Tractor’s folk-rock-Celtic-punk music at 9:50 pm; 
The McDades* Celtic rock music at 10:45 pm ® 
Mon, Dee. 31 {starting Spm) 


CITY HALL: ACTIVITIES AND CRAFTS © For fam- 
ilies and children at 7 pm EclecTrip’s eclectic mix of 
folk, jazz, world and light classical music at 7:06 
745 pm; Strathcona String Quartet - Chamber 
Music: Eclectic, Classics and Jazz at 8:00-8:40 pm: 
Singer songwriter Ann Vriend's vocals and piano at 
8-8:40 pm; Mareo Claveria’s Latin/Cuban music at 
9:45-10;30 pm; McDonald Broadband rock and roll 
at 10:45-11:30 pm * Mon, Dec. 31 (starting 7pm) 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Activities at 9 
pm; Maria Dunn - Country Folk music at 9 pm; Sheri 
Somerville’s jazz fusion at 9:50-10;30 pm; Vissia 
Sisters folk rock music at 10:45 pm * Mon, Dec. 31 
(starting 9pm) 


EDMONTON CITY CENTRE-CBC CENTRE 
STAGE © Andrea House's poetic folk music at Spm 
The Uncas’ Hillbilly "Whiskey Cow Punk” music at 
9:50pm; James Murdoch's roots pop music at 
10:45pm * Mon, Dec, 31 (starting 9pm) 


HULBEAT'S 7601-115 St (436-1161) * New Year's 
murder mystery * Mon, Dec. 31 (6:30pm) 


SHERWOOD PARK-BROADMOOR LAKE PARK 
Broadmoor Lake Park, Oak Street and Sherwood 
Drive, Sherwood Park, www.strathcona,ab.ca (467 
2211) * New Year's Eve Family Festival: Hay rides, 
music, bonfire, games, skating and tobogganing 
(weather permitting) starting at 4 pm; firaworks 
start at 8pm * Dec, 31 


WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATIONS Westwood 
Unitarian Congregation, 11135-65 Ave (434-5819) « 
Three earth-based spiritual services will be held: 
Family Service (childcare available) at 7pm; 
Reflective Adult Service at 9pm; Earth-based Ritual 
Service at 11pm; a short reception with hot apple 


cider and homebaked goodies will follow each serv- 


ice ® Fri, Dec. 21 


KARAOKE 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, 


Stony Plain Rd (484-7751) © Wed {8pm-12am); Thu 
Fri, Sat (9:30pm-1:20am): with Right Said Ed 
BUND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St Albert « 
Wed/Fri: Karaoke with Shelly 
CASTLEDOWN’S PUB 16753-100 St © Tue (Spm- 
Jam): with Off-Key Entertainment - 
CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castiedowns Rd 
(472-7696) © Thu (10:30pm) * Wed: Name that 
Tune 
GAS PUMP 10165-114 St (489-4841) © Tue 
(9:30pm): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) © Fri 
Karaoke with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 
HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) © Fri 
(8pm-midnight): Hot Karaoke Productions 
UONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 
Gateway Blvd (431-5815) © Sun (8pm): With 
Evolution Entertainment 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461 
* Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing SI 
MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) © Fri (5pm- 
late): Karaoke with Chris 





MO0JO'S Best Westem Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan 
(998-7888) © Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound 
Productions 

NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Thu 
Karaoke 

NIKITA'S 10162-100A St (414-0606) © Karaoke 
Tue and Thu (7pm-12am) with Shelley 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-9165) 
* Thu (9pm); Name that Tune 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (492-4767) 
Karaoke Mon (9:30pm): with Wil Clark and Me 
Entertainment * Thu (Spm): Salsa Rocks 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) « 
Wed/Thu/Sun (9:30pm-2am): with TLE 
Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 
St (988-5457) © Sat (9pm): Karaoke hosted by 
Jenny Joy 


PEPPERS Westmount Centre, 114 St, 113 Ave 
(451-8022) ¢ Thu (9:30pm-1:30am) with Gord from 
Stonerock 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) © Longest 
running Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604- 
101 St (423-3499) © Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm): 
with Ruth ¢ Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); 
daily (9:30pm) ¢ Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave 
(439-7211); Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) ¢ 99 St, 63 
Ave; Thu-Sat (Spm-1am): with Off-Key ~ 
Entertainment 

SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6335) © Tue 
Fri-Sat (7pm-midnight); Sat-Sun (1-Spm) 
VESTERDAY'S 112-205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert 
(459-0295) © Thu (9:30pm-2am): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 


FUN FACTS #20: COMPUTERS 


= | 


. The computer was invented in (956 as away for nerds to conveniently view 
ania They are now usod in modera times for information gathering, 
find out more at WUEWEEKLY.COM 
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YOU We TO PLACE YOUR LASSFED AD 

‘UE WEEKLY PLEASE PHONE 426-1996. 

DDEADUNE IS WOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 
EDUCATIONAL 


Actors Needed... 
Must include sige and desire to suc- 


wwwvadastudios.com 


HELP WANTED 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night), Thu (day). _ 
bad have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
.. responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


(CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE by nce. Jobs quar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941. 




















FRAMING 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters 
8126 Gateway Bhd. 439-0408. 





S 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC, 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percus- 
sion. Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors with music degrees. 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
EE*FREE*FREE 


FREE*FREE*FR 
ARTIST/NON PROAT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenysiaeweekly com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deane is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 








ARTIST TO ARTIST 


Edmonton Fashion Week seeks models to participate 
in our annual event. Model Go Sees are to be held on 
Saturday Jam. 12, 12am-1pm at Planet Ze Design, 
10055-80 Ave. Check our site at www.edmontonfash- 
ionweek.com for info 


Profiles seeks proposals from artists for ehibition 
during 2009. Deadline: Sat, Mar. 22, 2008, 4pm. 
Info T; Heidi at 460-4310 or E: ahfheidi@telus.net 





Calling all artists 17-20 years old. Are you ready to go 
public? If you have a unique style you want to get out 
please contact Steedy @ 297-0545 





Juried photography exhibition: Deadline: Feb. 4, 
2008 for exhibition: May 29-June 14, 2008 at TU 
=» Gallery. Ph 421-1731 for info 


Want to stop smoking? Nicotine Anonymous 
7 Eber Church 








MUSICIANS 


Singer looking to start cover band. ‘80s, '90s and clas- 
sic rock. Nevada 267-7464 








Musician looking to form a band, blues/rock. Please 
call Wayne between 6-8 pm Mon-Fri 963-6365, 





ai sk i lone ifs local bands 

to jursday nights and eam money 

Brito; call Jordan @ 994 8172 or 
Email jordan@brooklynslounge.com 





Bass player wanted for Dead Man's Train, a new 
project by former front man of Disciples of Power, 
Heart Bechmier. Must be willing to relocate to 
Medicine Hat. +30. Call 403-504-5135. 





Drummer and percussionist required for studio ses- 
sions. May include some live shows. Must be a quick 
study and able to work in a variety of genre with 
multiple artists. Ph: Folker @ 780-757-4928 or david- 
folker@msn.com 





Rock band looking for smokin’ hot lead guitar player. 
Own equipment, transportation and good attitude a 
must. Call 998-0567 


SERVICES 


Pilgrims Hospice Helps Grieving Young People: 
weekly sessions. Families, schools and agencies. 
413-9801 ext 309 to register/info. www.pil- 
grimshospice.ca. 











SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides cri- 
sis intervention, information, counseling and public 
education services. We can customize a presenta- 

tion to meet your needs. T: 423-4102/F: 421-8734/E: 

info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 
Line: 423-4121 


Had Enough? 


Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715. 





VOLUNTEER 


Sierra Club Prairie Chapter is looking for a website 
manager! If you are familiar with website mainte- 
nance and have an hour or two a week to con- 
tribute, please contact nee at jessicaw@sierra- 
club.ca. 


Human Rights Facilitator Training / 
www. jhcentre.org. free 8 week training program 
presented by: The John Humphrey Centre for Peace 
& Human Rights and the Human Rights City Project. 
Info: Carrie, 453-2638 / E: carrie@jhcentre.org 


Little White Schoolhouse is turning 60 next year. If 
you're interested in being part of a volunteer group 
for the 60th anniversary please contact Debby 
Smethurst at 459-1194 


The City of Edmonton Youth Council (CEYC) is 
recruiting for its 2007-2008 term membership! We 
are looking for youth aged 13-23, residents in the 

City of Edmonton and interested in being involved in 
civic youth issues. www.ceyc.ca, Info: Jennifer 496- 
4938, E: Jennifer Wong@edmonton.ca 


Bea ely Broter or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! 
Call Big Brother Big Sister today. 424-8181. Do 
you remember someone who believed in you when 
you were a child? Be that person in a child's life 
today. All it takes is one hour a week 





HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative leaders 
who want to learn more about liver health. 
Computer designers, health promoters, public 
speakers are welcome, we will provide mentoring. 
Ph Melissa 444-1547 
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Old Strathcona Society: Looking for volun- 
teers aged 21+ interested in workit high-risk 
youth, drop-in setting, Ph Naomi 7, @-m: 

osyc@telus.net ‘ 





We believe that all children have a right to grow in 

families and schools, and that all ‘adults deserve to 

have real jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and 
help to open the gates to community living in your area 





Mentors for children and youth living in group care 
2 hrs/wk evenings or weekends, various locations. 
Erin 432-1137, ext 357 


Volunteeringinternational Week 2008: 
Download a volunteer form from www.intemation- 
al.ualberta.ca/globaled.php; e-mail: Roshini at 
rcnair@international.ualberta.ca, or drop-off the 
form at the MEW eae U of A, or fax: 780- 








Homework tutors needed for children/youth in care 
who require stable support to ensure academic suc- 
cess. 1.5 hrs/wk evenings or weekends, various 
Icoations. Ellen 432-1137, ext. 362 


Initiative Ambassadeurs pour la Paix is looking for 


francophone volunteers. Come learn how to present 
interactive workshops on antiracism/cultural diver- 
sity. Karina at (780) 425-4644 ext 9 or 
kezyzewski@naarr.org 


Volunteers are urgently needed to shovel snow for 


seniors. To register or for more information, call 
Heather at Westend ae Activity Centre, 483- 


Literacy reading tutors needed to assist adults with 


disabilities learn basic reading and writing skills. Tutor 
training, materials and support provided. flex. hrs, 1- 
2hrs/wk, various locations. Erin 432-1137, ext. 357 


Seniors recreation activity aides needed to partici- 


pate (with crafts, scapbooking, bingo, baking, etc) 

with disabled female seniors in extended care NE 

Edmonton. On site support provided. Day/evening 2 
hrs/wk. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 


Walking coaches needed for a small group of adults 


with developmental disabilities every 2nd Fri at 
Westmount Mall. Erin at 432-1137, ext. 357 


Ghost writer needed to help a brain injured woman 


to write her life story. Listening, writing and com- 
puter skills wanted. 2 hrs/wk for 4-6 months. Old 
Strathcona area. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 


Pilgrims Hospice seeks musical volunteers to lead 
sing-a-longs and/or to perform for our very forgiving 
day program clients. Tracy: 413-9801 


Become a friend to a new Canadian and share a life- 


changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474-8554 


Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out with 
cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 904- 
8751 or e-m: foodnotbombsedmonton@hotmail.com 


Love Bingo? Come Volunteer at ElderCare 
Edmonton. Help raise funds for programs, meals and 
outings. Call 434-4747, ext. 4 


ElderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help with 
our daily programs that assist seniors to remain 
independent and active in their communities. For a 
few hours each week, volunteers can help with 
lunch and coffee breaks and socialize with clients. 
Please call 434-4747 Ext. 4 to volunteer 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in 
a variety of tasks and with some great fun events 
and outings! Many exciting shifts available! Call 
Judy 424-3545, ext 249 


Canadian Mental Health Association/Board 
Members Required. To learn more about CMHA 
visit: www.emha-edmonton.ab.ca 


VUE CLASSIFIEDS 


PH: 426-1996 





“Let's Go!” is a program which helps ni 


~~ 









learn about their community and Canadian culture. Pa 
Volunteers needed for the summer months only. ; 
Lots of Fun! Contact Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 
Volunteer at ElderCare, help with crafts, card Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundati " 
ames and socializing. Edmonton's day ms for . Phy Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 780- 
9 pelea hy aaa peat 447-1451; or en ca; 





Volunteer Kitchen Hae and Drivers Need for 
Edmonton Meals on . Varied jobs, flexible 
hours 10am-1pm weekdays. Phone 429-2020 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


Volunteer teachers needed to teach English as a 
second language to newcomers to Canada. 
Orientation and training provided. Meet people from 
all around the world. Jason: jmarkowsky@cci-lex.ca 
or 944-0792 





Volunteers needed to assist new immigrants with 
SOE Mornings, weekdays. Approx. 2-4 hrs. “On 
all" position, Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


Have you ever thought of volunteering with your 
pet? Pet therapy is a great way to help those in our 
community. Call Deanna at 413-4682 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION js looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and spe- 
cial events. Call Carmen at 444-1547 


Volunteers, enjoy working in our dining room at 
cona Place Senior Centre, for more info 
phone Terrie Shaw at 433-5807 


Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors 
Volunteer Driving fant, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 
-1221 


Volunteers needed to teach conversational ESL to 
adult immigrants at various library locations. 1-2 
days/week,10-12pm or 1-3pm.(dep. on location) No 
exp. req. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


ElderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help 
with daily activities such as crafts, card games and 
socializing. For info ph 434-4747, ext. 4 


CNIB fs looking for volunteers with vision, 
adults (50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For 
more info call Catherine 453-8304 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 
studies with the Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at UofA. Must be in good health, not be 
taking any medication for mental health issues, and 
not abuse drugs or alcohol. Ph 407-3775/407-3221 


The Brain Neurobiology Research Program at UofA 
seeks individuals who may be suffering from 
ION to be involved in a research study. 
Must be in good health, and not abuse drugs or 
alcohol. Ph 407-3221 for more info 


Love Bingo? Volunteer for ElderCare Edmonton. 
Bingo volunteers needed to help raise funds for pro- 
grams. Ph. 434-4747, ext. 4 


Volunteers needed to teach English to adult immi- 
grants. Daytime, weekdays, or evenings for 2-3 
hrs/session, approx. 1-2 times a week. Call Judy 
424-3545, ext. 249 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs 
volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 
For information ph 423-4102 


DO YOU HAVE MODERATE ASTHMA? You may. 
be eligible to take part in a study examining the 
effects of fragrances on asthma. 435-9028 x 
230/jevans@toxcon.com 


Help to broadcast news for blind and print- 


restricted Edmontonians. Email: edmonton@voice- 
printcanada.com, or call 451-8331 


Volunteer needed to help with telephone calls and 


some filing. 1-2 days/week. Flexible hours. No exp. 
req. Must have pleasant phone voice and manner- 
isms. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


Overwhelmed? In a tough Talk to us! No- 
Fee Walk-In counselling 482-INFO (4636) The 
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m © 10303-108St. Edmonton 


a ee ee 
YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 


__ Easter Seals. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 
DONATE ITEMS, BID, HAVE A GREAT TIME. Carmen 
429-0136, ext. 233 





Volunteer fo just soci - 
rc ners society for immi. 


9 f 
wir miele oe or call Janina 423- 


musicians, literary and visual artists 

for the U of A Hospital's Artist on the Wards vol- 

unteer program. Must have formal experience/train- 

ing and be able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk for 6 consecu- 

tive months. For information or to book an interview, 
please call 407-8428 


Volunteer for Canadian Montal Health contact 
CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check www.cmha- 
edmonton.ab.ca 








































ma guy with a platonic single straight 
female friend in her mid-20s who could 
really use a first sex toy, but doesn't 
seem comfortable enough with her sexu- 
ality to buy one on her own. The holidays 
seem like the perfect excuse to give a 
gift that keeps on giving. | was going to 
get her a gift certificate or gift from a 
woman-friendly online store since she 
may be uncomfortable going into an adult 
store, and a vibrating gift under the 
Christmas tree might make Christmas 
morning a little embarrassing. 

She's the first girl I've ever met who 
doesn't have at least one toy. | don't think 
its occurred to her female friends to get 
her a toy or gift certificate and | imagine 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Exotic Ginger 
Tall, Slim, beautiful bus 
25 years old, 24 hours 


brunette 
2-0741 


Jackie James—Discrete and upscale 
Attractive petite brunette, MILF; 5ft - 90 Ibs; 
mature gentlemen only; Edmt southside: 
Ph: 780-887-4989 


Abra...will blow you...away! 
40 yrs. 40 DD, fun & full figured 
Ph: 953 2613 
Ue: 7314156-001 


VOLUNTEER 


ESL Tutors needed. Call PA.LS., 424- 
5514. Help someone lear English as a second lan- 
Guage. Training materials provided 








{f you would like to reconnect with your volunteer 
Sooperation agency, or are looking to connect with 
other returned volunteers visit www.volcall.org 





FOOD BASKET SOCIETY seeks volun- 
teers in the Westview Village neighbourhood. 
Ph (780) 413-4525 www.wecanfood,com 


VOLUNTEER TUTORS NEEDED! Can you read 
this? Many can’t! Become a Tutor and share the 
gift of reading. Call PA.LS. at 424-5514 to help_ 
Change a life through literacy. Training and materi- 
als are provided. 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great 
time. Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
http://auetion.edmonton24hourrelay.com 


EC-AW.AR. (EDMONTON COALITION 

WAR AHD RACISM) Volunteers wel- 

S0iMe. Www.Wage-peace.com for info/contacts, Ph 
988-2713 


Had Enough? Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


LOCAL POUD BANK 
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mlblare — Kelal-) 


Jutcall ONLY 


she might be uncomfortable with my 
telling them she could really use a sex 
toy. But it’s been years since the girl's 
had sex. | can see how giving a toy as 
gift can be awkward because it can 
become associated with the visual image 
of the gifter. But among friends without a 
great deal of cash, it could also be 
uncomfortable for her to receive a gift 
certificate for $50 or $100. Is there a way 
around this that results in a more sexual- 
ly fulfilled and less tense friend? 

LOVE, SECRET SANTA 


DEAR SANTA: 

She might be uncomfortable with you 
telling her friends she needs a good buzz- 
off? Do you think? Please, please, put 
down the gift certificate and back away 
slowly. There is no way for this to go 
well, and too many possible bad endings 
to count. | mean, let's say you're right and 
she really has been utterly abstemious all 
these years, as opposed to uninterested 


fs ee 
mysterious, amazing face and body, le 
i 413.0294 ae 


oo _ 


Lauryn — 
Fun Friendly and discrete, 938-0288, 45 
90060006/651661220 





HEATHER 
28 yrs. old 36-26-36 
780-604-7801 
Flat rates per hour 


Misty . . .mature, classy model can fill your 
fantasies. Do you like passion, spanking, or 


Greek? 442-3039 
529} 1847-001/053816197-002 


EROTIC HOOK 


Lis 


in detailing the contents of her bedside 
drawer for you, her straight male friend. 
Even so, what could be more mortifying 
than a gift that says she’s hard up and in 
danger of drying out and all her friends 
know it? | suppose for maximum mortifi- 
cation you could save the gift-presenta- 
tion for whatever party she and all your 
mutual friends will be attending, and let 
her do the stammering and blushing in 
public, but I'm confident that the moment 
would suck for her whether public or 
alone with you, the friend who suddenly 
seems to know too much and be thinking 
too deeply about what does or doesn’t go 
on between her sheets. You're very well- 
meaning and it’s nice that you care and 
all, but just don’t. 

| see one way that you could ensure 
that she has access to what you have 
determined she needs, but it's both 
expensive and rather ridiculous: on the 
Romper Roomish principle that you 
shouldn't bring any if you don’t have 
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STASIA 
Asian & Black 
Outcalls 442-3033 





Tired of Smoking? Come join us at Nicotine 
Anonymous. 7pm, Wednesdays at Ebenezer 
United Church, 163 St, 106 Ave, call Gwynn 443- 
3020. 7:30pm, Sundays at Henwood Treatment 
Centre, 18750-18 St, call Ryan 990-8917 or Jo 
479-5969. 





GUARANTEED! 


SIGN UP FOR FREE & GeT LUCKY TONIGHT! 
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enough for everyone, pass out the gift 
certificates to your whole circle, whoever 
you'd normally be buying presents for, 
boys and girls alike. Then you'll just be 
thought of as generous, if Slightly pervy, 
instead of creepily overinvolved in the sex 
life of someone with whom you are not 
and will not be having sex 

LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA: 

We are trying to have a baby. After hav- 
ing sex, the semen doesn’t Stay in but 
trickles out of the vagina? Why does it 
happen, what should we do to keep it in, 
so | can conceive? 

LOVE, DRIPPY 


DEAR ORIP: 

The only connection between your letter 
and the one proceeding is the way they 
produced an involuntary and audible 
“Don't do that!" from me as | read them. 
Don't have a baby! 
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ile pay text. "SCORE" to 96669 ss 0070 s 
Try SEXY Chat for FRE - 
403-313-3330." 


| Edmonton 


|780-665-0808 





Oh, relax. You can have a baby, but you 
should already know the answer to thio 
and | can't help wondering what else you 
don’t know. The semen trickles out 
because it's already done its job Only a 
very small part of the ejaculate is made up 
of sperm, the rest is what would be called 
“active ingredients” if your husband 
were ejaculating, say, toothpaste instead 
of semen. The carrier fluid coagulates 
briefly, just so it won't run down your leg 
before the sperm have made their escape 
Once the sperms which are going any- 
where have gone, the leftover gunk liqui- 
fies and runs down your aforementioned 
leg to form the “wet spot” of lore 

You're fine. If your question really does 
reflect your general state of knowledge 
about these things, please get a book 
Get several. Get a library card. This baby- 
having business is not simple and, while 
there is such a thing as too much infor- 
Mation, too little information is worse 
LOVE, ANDREA 





Calgary 403-313-3311 : 
Other cities 1-877-834-4044 
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MORE MEN 4 MEN. ¢ 


Try us FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/S24*) 
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Try Crutseline Text for free. 
Text “xtra” to SFREE - weww.crutseline.ca 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial for MEN: 
702.2223 





CLASSIFIEDS 


DEC 20 - DEC 26, 2007 
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LOW BUD VASE 
Our most popular vase 
this year, wrapped to go! 
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“>. TIE ONE ON 
-\ We've puta 
shiny bow 
@e..asound a 
aL nia 
Majolica 
coffee 
collection 
=> FROM $45 
PORTUGUESE PITCHER 
Ideal for wine, flowers or 
decorating. Handpainted 
in green 


i FROM INDIA, WITH 
COLOUR! 
Just arrived! 60x90" family 
# sized cotton tablecloths. 
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GLITTERING GOLD 
For the season...ltalian 
majolica mug with gold 
rim in classic pa 


EUROPEAN 
GLASSWARE SETS 
Choose from red wine, 
white wine, old-fashioned 
or high ball sets of four. 
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COLLECTIBLE ART 
Choose from originals by 
Fizzell, 
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